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Gardner huad the receipts for all mon-

"1y Monets which Monty had purchased |

| As it was, the talk certainly went well,

[ A il _ S - at his instization he had designed a
“ e - S ceiling sereen of heavy rich glass in |

il l | tones of white that grew into yellow

.!i ! ! 9 amd Jull green It served to (‘nnl"u:ll

ii | l rewgter 5 the lichts in the daytime, and at night
i l l the glere of electrivity was immensely |
| ’ softenal and  made  harmonious by |
il ’ passing thromegh it It gave a note of |
] l ! R quiet to the picture  which  ecaused |
i K 1 1 O S L3 even these ten and women, who had |
Y been hiere 1l there and seen many |
E things, to draw in their breath sharp ll‘ i
: opethe e cffec nifestly made |
| s By GEORGE BARR M'CUTCHEON d‘l“'l“‘l ’ ,‘.;. & ;

I @ t"’r"'.;r“"’ — CHNARD SREAVESD Sueh an environment had its intlu-

| - ence upon the company. It went far
A e —— e e e toward making the dinner a success. |
“1 wish I knew whether T had to! From far in the distance ecame the |

- 5 . PR abide by the New York or the Mon- | softened strains of Hungarian musie,

r ‘ 1 tana nt:fml:urd of extravagance,” Brew- ! and never had the little band ]d:}_“cd

A ; eran ster said to himself. 1 wonder If he | the “Valse Amoureuse” and the “Valse

g ' ever sees the New York pupers.” Bleue” with the spirit it put into them

5 A fate ench night the last of the grand | that night.  Yet the soft clamor in the

" w old Prewster family went to his bed- | dining room insistently ignored the

o roon:, where, after dismissing his man, | emotion of the musie. Monty, bored

» he settled down at his desk, with a | as he was between the two most lm-

. i pencil and a pad of paper.  Lighting | portant dowagers at the feast, wonder-

. Mty : U the eandles, which were more easily  ed dimly what invisible part it played

: 2 Cmanazed, he found, than lamps and | in making things go. e bhad a vagrant

: ! mueh more costly, he thoughtfully and | | funcy that without it there would have

U religiously calculated his expenses for | been no zest for talk, no nolsy competi-

T | the day. Nopper Harrison and Elon | tion to overcome, no hurdles to leap.
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CHAPTER VI
FORTNIGHT later Montgomery l

Erewster had a new home. |

In strict obedience to his!

chief's command, Nopper Har-

rison had leased until the Septem-
Ler following one of the most expen-

sive apartments to be found in New
York ecity. The rental was $23.000,
and the shrewd financial representa- |
tive had saved $1,000 for his employer
by paying the sum in advance. But
when he reported this bit of economy |

to Mr. Brewster he was surprised that
it brought forth a frown. *“I never saw
a man who had less sense about mon-
ey,” muttered Nopper to  himself.
“Why, he epends it like a Chicago mil- |
Honalre trying to get into New York
socicly.  1f it were not for the rest of
us he'd be a pauper in six montbs.”

Paul Pettingill, to his own intense
surprise and, it must be said, con-
sternation, was engaged redecorate
certain rooms according to a plan sug-
gested by the tenant. The rising young
artist in a great flurry of excitement
agreed to do the work for $500 and
then blushed like a schoolgirl when he
was informed by the practical Brew-
ster that the palnts and material for
one room alone would cost twice as
much,

“Petty, you have no more idea of
business than a goat,” criticised Mont-

n-{ing

» kind in the world.

gomery. And Paul lowered his head in
humble confession. “That man who
calcimines your studfo could figure on

a plece of work with more intelligence |

than you reveal. I'll pay $2,500. It's
only a fair price, and I cam’t afford
anything cheap in this place.”

“At this rate you won't be able to
afford anything” said Pettjngill to
himself.

And so it was that Pettingill and a
corps of decorators soon turned the
rooms Into a confusion of scaffoldings
and paint buckets, out of which in the
end emerged something very distin-
guisbed. No one had ever thought
Pettingill deficlent in ideas, and this
was his opportunity. The only draw-
back was the time limit which Brew-
ster s0 remorselessly fixed. Without
that he felt that he could have done
something splendid in the way of dec-
orative panels—something that would
make even the glory of Puvis de €ha-
vannes turn pallid. With it he was
obliged to curb his turbulent ideas,
and he decided that a rich simplicity
was the proper note. The result was
gorgeous, but not too gorgeous—it had
depth and distinction.

Elated and eager, he assisted Brew-
ster In selecting furniture and hang-
ings for each room, but he did not
know that his employer was making
conditional purchases of everything.
Mr. Brewster had agreements with all
the dealers to the effect that they were
to buy everything back at a fair price
if he desired to give up his establish-
ment within a year. He adhered to this
rule in all cases that called for the
purchase outright of substantial ne-
cessities. The bump of calculativeness
in Monty Brewster’s head was growing
to abnormal proportions.

In retaining his rooms at Mrs. Gray’s
he gave the filmsy but pathetic excuse
that he wanted a place in which he
might find occasional seasons of peace
and quiet. When Mrs. Gray protested
against this useless bit of extrava-
gance his grief was so obviously gen-
uine that her heart was touched, and
there was a deep, fervent joy in her
soul. She loved this fair faced boy,
and tears of happiness came to her
eyes when she was given this new
proof of his loyalty and devotion. His
rooms were kept for him just as if he
had expected to occupy them every day
and every night, notwithstanding the
luxurious apartments he was to main-
tain elsewhere. The Oliver Optic
books still lay in the attic, all tattered
and torn, but to Margaret the embodi-
ment of prospective riches, promises of
sweet hours to come. She knew Mon-
ty well enough to feel that he would
not forget the dark little attic of old
TOr ai wu@ »piéhdors that might come
with the new dispensation.

There was no little surprise when he
sent out invitations for a large dinner.
His grandfather had been dead less
than a month, and soclety was some-

what scandalized gv the plain svm
toms of disrespect he was showing.

one had expected him to observe a pro-
longed season of mourning, but that
be should disregard the formalities
completely was rather shocking. Some
of the older people, who had not long
to live and who had heirs apparent,
openly denounced his heartlessness. It
was not very gratifying to think of
what might be in store for them if all
memories were as short as Brewster's.
Old Mrs. Ketchell changed her will,
and two nephews were cut off entire-
ly. A very modest and impecunious
grandson of Joseph Garrity also was
to sustain a severe change of fortune
in the near future if the cards spoke
correctly. Judge Van Woort, who was
not expected to llve through the night,
got better immediately after hearing
some one in the sickroom whisper that
Montgomery Brewster was to give a
pig dinner. Naturally the heirs-to-be
vondemned young Brewster in no un-
certain terms.

Nevertheless the dinner to be given
by the grandson of old Edwin DPeter
Brewster was the talk of the town, and
uot one of the sixty invited guests
ccould have been persuaded to miss it.
Reports as to its magnificence were
abroad long before the night set for
the dinner. One of them had it that it
was to cost $3,000 a plate. From that
figure the legendary price receded to
a mark as low as $500. Montgomery

eys spent, and Joe Bragdon was keep- lmul Mrs. Dan inspected the result of

an otficlal report, but the *“chief,”

as they called him, could not go to

sleep unt!l e was satisfied In his own |

wind that he was keeping up the aver-

age.  For the first two weeks it had |
been casy—In fact, he seemed to have
quite a comfortable lead in the race.
He had spent almost $100,000 in the
fortnight, but he realized that the
greater part of it had gone into the
yearly and not the dally expense ac-
count. He kept a “profit and loss”

| entry in his little private ledger, but it

wis not like any other account of the
What the ordinary
merchant would have charged to “loss”
he jotted down on the “profit” side, and
he was continually looking for oppor-
tunities to swell the total.

Rawles, who had been his grand-
father's butler since the day after he
landed in New York, came over to the
grandson's establishment, greatly to
the wrath and confusion of the latter’'s
Aunt Emmeline. The chef came from
Paris, and his name was Detuit. Ellis,
the footman, also found a much better
berth with Monty than he had had in
the house on the avenue. Aunt Em-
meline never forgave her nephew for
these base and disturbing acts of
treachery, as she called them.

One of Monty’'s most extraordinary
financial feats grew out of the pur-
chase of a $14,000 automobile. He
bLlandly admitted to Nopper Harrison
and the two secretaries that he intend-
ed to use it to practice with only, and
that as soon as he learned how to run

| an “auto” as it should be run he ex-

would have been only too glad to pay
$3,000 or more, but some mysterious |
force conveyed to his mind a perfect
portralt of Swearengen Jones in the |
act of putting down a large black mark
agajnst him, and he forbore.

i pected to buy a good, sensible, durable

machine for $7,000.

His staff officers frequently put their
heads together to devise ways and
means of curbing Monty’s reckless ex-
travagance. They were worried.

“He's like a sallor in port,” protest-
ed Harrison. “Money is no object if he
wants a thing, and—hang it—he seems
to want everything he seces.”

“It won't last long,” QGardner said
reassuringly, “Like his namesake,
Monte-Christo, the world is bis just
now, and he wants to enjoy it.”

“He wants to get rid of it, it seems
to me.”

Whenever they reproached Brewster
about the matter he disarmed them
by saying: “Now that I've got money
I mean to give my frierids a good time.
Just what you'd do if you were in my
place. What's money for, anyway?”’

“But this $3,000 a plate dinner”-

“I'm going to give a dozen of them,
and even then I can’'t pay my just
debts. For years I've been entertained
at people’s houses and bhave been
taken cruising on thelr yachts. They
have always been bully to me, and
what have I ever done for them? Noth-
ing. Now that I can afford it, I am
going to return some of these favors
and square myself. Doesn’t it sound
reasonable?”

And so preparations for Monty’s din-
ner went on. In addition to what:he
called his “efficient corps of gentle-
manly aids” he had secured the serv-
ices of Mrs. Dan DeMille as “social
mentor and utility chaperon.” Mrs.
DeMille was known in the papers.as
the leader of the fast young married
set. BShe was one of the cleverest
and best looking young women in town,
and her husband was one of these who
did not have to be “invited too.” Mr.
DeMille lived at the club and visited
his home. Some one said that he was
8o slow and his wife so fast that when
she Invited him to dinner he was usu-
ally two or three days late. Alto-
gether Mrs. DeMille was a decided

acquisition to Brewster's campaign
committee. It required just her touch
to make his parties fun instead of
funny.

It was on Oct. 18 that the dinner was
given. With the skill of a general Mrs.
Dan had seated the guests in such &
way that from the beginning things
went off with zest. Colonel Drew took
fn Mrs. Valentine, and his content was
assured. Mr. Van Winkle and the
beautiful Miss Valentine were side by
side, and no one could say he looked
unhappy. Mr. Cromwell went in with
Mrs. Savage, and the same delicate
tact—in some cases it was almost in-
delicate—was displayed in the disposi-
tion of other guests.

Somehow they had come with the ex-
pectation of being bored. Curiosity
prompted them to accept, but it did not
nrevent tha suhesagnant inawitahla lagal-
tude. Soclally Monty Brewster had yet
to make himself felt. He and his din-
ners were something to talk about, but
they were accepted hesitatingly, halt-
ingly. People wondered how he had
secured the co-operation of Mrs. Dan,
but then Mrs. Dan always did go in for
a2 new toy. To her was inevitably at-
tributed whatever success the dinner
achieved, and it was no small measure.
Yet there was nothing startling about
the affair. Monty had decided to begin
conservatively. He did the conven-
tional thing, but he did it well. He add-
ed a touch or two of luxury, the faint-
est aroma of splendor. Pettingill had
designed the curiously wayward ta-
ble, with its comfortablé atmosphere
of companionship, and arranged its
decoration of great lavender orchids
and lacy butterfly festoons of white
ones touched with yellow. He had
wanted to use dahlias in their many
rich shades, from pale yellow to
orange and deep red, but Monty held
out for orchids. It was the artist, too,
who had found in a rare and happy
moment the massive gold candelabra—
ancient things of a more luxurious
age—and their opalescent shades.
Against his advice the service, too, was
of gold—*“rank vulgarity,” he called it,
with its rich meaningless ornamenta-
tion. But here Monty was obdurate.
e insisted that he liked the color and
that porcelain had no character. Mrs.
Dan only prevented a guarrel by sug-
gesting that several courses should be

! served upon Sevres.

Petiingil’s scheme for lighting the
room was particularly happy. For the
benetit of his walls and the four love-

|
|

|

her work from time to time with smil-
ing satisfaction. From across the ta-
ble she heard Colonel Drew's voice:
“Brewster evidently objects to a long
siege. Ile is planning to carry us by
assauit.”

Mrs. Dan turned to Subway Smith,
who was at her right—the latest ad-
dition to her menagerie. *“What 1s
this friend of yours?' she asked. ™I
have never seen such complex sim-
plicity. This new plaything has no real
charm for him. He is breaking it to
find out what it is made of, and some-
thing will happen when he discovers
the sawdust.”

“Oh, don't worry about him,” said
Subway easily. “Monty's at least a
good sportsman. He won’t complain,
whatever happens. He'll accept the
reckoning and pay the piper.”

It was only toward the end of the
evening that Monty found his reward
in 2 moment with Barbara Drew. He
stood before her, squaring his shoul-
ders belligerently to keep away In-
truders, and she smiled up at him in
that bewlldering fashion of hers. But
it was only for an instant, and then
came a terrifying din from the dining
room, followed by the clamor of crash-
ing glass. The guests tried for a mo-
ment to be courteously oblivious, but
the noise was so startiing that such
politeness became farcical. The host,
with a little laugh, went down the
hall. It was the beautiful screen near
the cei.ing that had fallen. A thou-
sand pieces of shattered glass covered
the place. The table was a sickening
heap of crushed orchids and sputter-
ing candles. Frightened servants rush-
ed into the room from one side just as
Brewster entered from the other. Stu-
pefaction halted them. After the first
pulseless moment of horror exclama-
tions of dismay went up on all sides.
yor Monty Brewster the first sensa-
tion of regret was followed by a dia-
bolical sense of joy.

“Thank the Lord!” he said softly in
the hush.

The look of surprise he encountered
In the faces of his guests brought him
up with a jerk.

“That it didn't happen while we were
dining,” he added, with serene thank-
fulness. And his nonchalance scored
for him in the idle game he was playing.

CHAPTER VII.
R. BREWSTER'S butler was
surprised and aunoyed. For
M the first time in his official
career he had unbent so far
as to manifest a personal interest in
the welfare of his master. He was
on the verge of assuming a responsi-
bility which makes any servaat intol-
erable. But after his interview he re-
solved that he would never again over-
step his position. He made sure that
it should be the last offense. The day
following the dinner Rawles appeared
before young Mr. Brewster and indi-
cated by his manner that the call was
an important one. Brewster was seat-
ed at his writing table, deep in thought.
The exclamation that followed Rawles’
cough of announcement was so sharp
and so unmistakably fierce that all oth-
er evidence paled into insignificance.
The butler's interruption came at a
moment when Monty’s mental arith-
metie was pulling itself out of a very
bad rut, and the cough drove it back
into chaos.

“What is it?” he demanded {rrita-
bly. Rawles had upset his calculations
to the extent of seven or eight hundred
dollars.

“I came to report han hunfortunate
condition hamong the servants, sir,”
said Rawles, stiffening as his responsi-
bllity became more and more weighty.
He had relaxed temporarily upon en-
tering the room.

“What's the trouble?”’

“The trouble’s hended, sir.”

“Then why bother me about it?”

“I thought it would be well for you
to know, sir. The servants was going
to ask for 'igher wiges today, sir.”

“You say they were going to ask?
Aren’t they?” And Monty’s eyes light-
ed up at the thought of new possibill-
ties.

“I convinced them, sir, as how they
were getting good pay as it is, sir, and
that they ought to be satisfied. They’'d
be a long time finding a better place
and as good wiges. They ’aven’t been
with you a week, and here they are
striking for more pay. Really, sir,
wiese Awericau servants”-

“Rawles, that’ll do!" exploded Mon-
ty. The butler's chin went up, and
his cheeks grew redder than ever.

“I beg pardon, sir,” he gasped, with
a respectful but injured air.

“Rawles, you will kindly not inter-
fere in such mattars again. It is not
only the privilege but the duty of every
American to strike for higher pay
whenever he feels llke #, and I want
it distinctly understood that I am
heartily in favor of their attitude. You
will kindly go back and tell them that
after a reasonable length of service
their wiges—I mean wages—shall be
increased. And don’t meddle again,
Rawles.”

Late that afternoon Brewster drop-
ped in at Mrs. DeMille’s to talk over
plans for the next dinner. He realized
that in no other way could he squan-
der his money with a better chance of
getting its worth than by throwing
himself boldly into soclety. It went
easlly, and there could be only one as-
set arising from it in the end—his own
sense of disgust.

“So glad to see you, Monty,” greet-

ed Mrs. Dan glowingly, coming in with
a rush.

at home to anybody.”

“That’s very good of you, Mrs, Dan,”
said he as they mounted the stairs.
“I don't know what I'd do without
your help.” He was thinking how
pretty she was,

“You'd be richer, at any rate,” turn-
ing to smile upon him from the upper
landing. “I was in tears half the |
night, Monty, over that glass screen,”

sbe sald after finding_ a.comfortable l 110 West Fourih Street.

“Come upstairs and I'll give |
you some tea and a cigarette. I'm not |

| our specialty.

place among the cushions of a divan. |
| Brewster dropped into a roomy, lazy |
chair in front of her as he responded
carelessly: |

“It amounted to nothing. Of course

it was very annoying that it should | 2

The butler's chin went up,

happen while the guests were still
there.” Then he added gravely: “In
strict confidence, 1 had planned to have
it fall just as we were pushing back
our chalrs, but the confounded thing
disappointed me. That's the trouble
with these automatic climaxes—they
usually hang fire. It was to have been
a sort of fall of Babylon effect, you
know.”

“Splendid! But, like Babylon, it fell
at the wrong time.”

IFor a lively quarter of an hour they
discussed people about town, liberally
approving the slandered and denounc-
fng the slanderers. A still busler quar-
ter of an hour ensued when together
they made up the list of dinner guests.
Ile moved a little writing table up to
the divan, and she looked on eagerly
while he wrote down the names she
suggested after many puckerings of
her fair, aristocratic brow, and then
drew lines through them when she
changed her mind. Mrs. Dan DeMille
bandied her people without gloves
fo making up Monty’s lists. The din-
ners were not hers, and she could af-
ford to do as she pleased with his.
He was broad and tall and she was not
slow to see that he was indifferent.
Ie did not care who the guests were
or how they came; he merely wished
tc make sure of thelr presence. 1lis
ouly blunder was the rather 4ifident
racommendation that Barbara Drew be
esked agaln. If he observed that Mrs.
Dan's head sank a little closer to the
paper, he attached no lmportance to
the movement. He could not see that
her eyes grew narrow, and he paid no
attention to the little catch in her
breath.

“Wouldn't that be a little—just a lit-
tle pronounced?’ she asked, lightly
enough,

“You mean—that people might talk?”

“She might feel conspicuously pres-
ent.”

“Do you think so?
good friends, you know.”

“Of course if you'd like to have her,”
slowly” and doubtfully, “why, put her
name down. But you evidently haven't
seen that.” Mrs. Dan pointed to a
copy of the Trumpet which lay on the
table.

When he had handed her the paper
she said, “The Censor is growing face-
tious at your expense.”

“I am getting on in society with a
vengeance if that ass starts In to write
about me. Listen to this—she had
pointed out to him the ebnoxious para-
graph: “‘If Brewster drew a dlamond
flush do you suppose he'd catch the
queen? And if he caught her how long
do you think she'd remain Drew? Or
it she Drew Brewster would she be
willing to learn such a game as
Monte? ”

The next morning a writer who sign-
ed himself The Censor got a thrash-
ing, and one Montgomery Brewster
had his name in the papers, surrounded
by fulsome words of pralse.

[TO BE CONTINUED. ]
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sixteen ounces to the:pound. Thea
ier, bus avoirdavois POUND is heav
contains 16 av oirdupois ounces.

You get a 7.000-grain
hereof the tines: quality drugsthat money and skill ean produce

ihecary OUNCE is heav-
er by 240 grains, because it
pound

B. L. HILL DRUG CO.

0dd Fellows Temple, Olympia, Wash.
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HORSESHOEING

General Blacksmithing,

GIVE US A TRIAL.
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Sole agents for Olympia and Thurston county ES
for the celebrated f.i

Wagons and Carriages.,

Cor. Third and Columltia Sts., Olympia, Wash

P. J. O'BRIEN & CO.-
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ROGERS & TAYLOR, Props.,

116
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If vou don’t get
PURITAN RYE
On sale at -:- -:-

‘" OXFORD

Op

Fourth Street, Olympia,
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« Tonv Favst SaLoon

If You
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CARSTENSEN & GRESL, Proprietors

he Largest Glass of Beer
in the (,lts

L

GAI.IF[IBNIA WINES ¢

=
A SPECIALTY. §$
420 Main St.” Olympia, Wash. §g
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ve Trouble

I-YA"\\,

With your eyes or vour «lasses
we are confident we caa overcome
the difficalty.

We make no charze for exam-
ining eyes, and zaarantee a periect
fit in both ienses and {rames,

O. R. SIMENSON,

tician and Jeweler
429 Main Street.

|:r:-"- H_SCoOTT <-




