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CHAPTER VIL
TUY BILLIONAIRE'S FREDICAVENT.

B EANWHILE wbat was bap
i pening to Willlam Grayman?
i The Chameleon, as I have
said, speeded westward upon
leaving Tribes Hill, and Payton took
good care to rise so high and to dis-
guise the aero so well with appropriate
color that probably not an eye caught
sight of her after she quitted the
scene of the encounter with the police.
As soon as Mr. Grayman had been
carried aboard he was put into the lit-
tie room that had been occupled by his
daughter, and the door was locked
upon him.

“I had to venture it,” be soliloguiz-
ed. *I don't see that there was any
other way—and yet { was a fooll And
what have I guined? Almost it would
bave been better to pay the money and
let the scoundrel go—if he surrendered
¥lelen safe.” 5

Then he tried to imagine what Pay-
ton would do. Would be keep him a
prisoner? But what could be gain by
that? The billionaire knew well

Without replying Mr. Grayman turn-
ed ou bis heel and walked rapidly
eway. Payton remained on the ground
regarding his retreating form with a
disdainful smile. The policeman was
rapidly approaching, but Payton made
Do move.

“Here, youl™ sald the officer, seizing
Payton by the arm. “[ arrest you.
What are you doing with an aero in
the park?”

“Looking for squirrels,” said Payton
*“Looking for— See here, young fel-
low, come with me.”

“Aren’'t you going to arrest the
aero?’ asked Payton.

The question upset the policeman for
a moment. Then, thinking of no bet-
ter answer, he raised his club. In
the fraction of & second he was spmawi-
ing on the grass and Payton had leap-
ed aboard the aero. As the.policeman
jumped to his feet and blew his whis-
tle the Chameleon whirled up into the
darkness and disappeared.

The reader will perbaps remember
that when Payton carried off Miss
Grayman he re-entered her room on
the pretense of extinguishing the light.
What he really did was to fumble in
ber writing desk and take possession
of a bundle of letters, which he thrust
ifnto his pocket. Among the letters
was one written to Helen by her fa-
ther during one of his infrequent ab-
sences. How he employed this will
appear presently.

Payton had no sooner performed his

Brown. The chells, who are very in-
timate with and admire him greatly,
have taken it into their heads that you
and he cught to be acquainted, and Agnes
Mitchell invented what she called “‘a love-
ly plan” to bring about the introduction
in an “aboriginal manner.” ] can only
say, Helen, that my consent to entrusting

Brown to come to our ald we supposed
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rHE GIRL EAGERLY ACCEPTED THE PRO
POSAL.

shal run over to a town in Maine,
and, as | have some pressing affeirs
relative to my Indlans to attend to, 1
may be gone for a couple of days. In
that time | can make sure whether the
aero 1s really in first rate shape. Since
this will delay our final ‘departure I
thought that perhaps you would like
to drop e line to your father, assuring
bim of your health and contentment.
Of course be will be anxious about
you, and the letter would be an agree-
able surprise. | could post it, and it
would be received at least three days
before our return to New York.”

As Payton anticipated, the girl ea-
gerly accepted the proposal and im-
mediately sat down and wrote to her
father as follows:

My Own Dear Papa—I was awfully
disappointed over the accident that kept
you and the Mitchells away after you
had got s0o mear us. It's a dreadful pity
that the delightful plan could not be car-
ried out. It was s0 fomantic! But really
| have enjoyed my part in it, and I shall
enjoy it more since | now know that the
whole affair had your approval. [ and
Suzan are in good health and spirits, and
Commodore Brown is s0 entertaining and
80 attentlve, and 1 am so glad that you
itke him and that you think that he has
great abllity. 1 have never met a young
man with more elegant manners or more
{ntelligent, and then he is an American,
and you know how | detest those forelgn
dot hunters. But I must stop, for Mr.
Brown is waliting for me. 1 send ali love
and hope to see you soon. Your affec-
tionate daughter, HELEN.

P. 8.1 think that Agnes Mitchell is im-

freight agent.
going to town.

gives him opportunity.
Consult our local manager.

That's why the shrewd farmer
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If you need a tonic to build up your system, drink

Olympia Malt Extract

A pure non-intoxicating extract of barley-malt and hops. Higher
in extract and lower in alcoholic content than any other malt
extract on the market. Only 15-100 of 1 per cent. alcohol.

] The price is $1.75 per dozen or $3.50 for two-dozen case
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er's reasoning on that point seemed
conclusive. All the danger centered
on his daughter. At moments he de
bated whether he should not now of-
fer to pay the ransom and have done
with it. He could afford it, enormous
though the sum was. He had cleared
fifty miilions during the past year.

While he was turning the subject in
his mind the door opened and Payton
entered.

“Mr. Grayman,” he said in his most
winning manner, “I give you my word
as a gentleman that I am inexpressi-
bly pained by what has occurred. It
was not my intention to carry you off
or to offer you any indignity whatever,
but you know as well as I do that I
was compelled.”

“You promised me immunity if I
would meet you,” interposed Mr. Gray-
man.

“And you broke the convention by
coming to the rendezvous under the
secret escort of a whole fleet,” laughed
Payton. “But for my means of learn-
ing the designs of my enemies I
should have been beautifully trapped.
But now I Jet that pass. I am willing
to overlook it in view of your inexpe-
rience in such affairs as this. Youn
are now, by force of circumstances, in
a position where it will be impossible
for any further interruption of our
private conversation to occur, and we

wilderness. z

We left Miss Grayman weeping in
her room at the lodge over her vexa-
tion at Mrs. Willlams’ conduct, em-
phasized by her own undefined sus-
picions. Susan was greatly puzzled.
but very sympathetic.

“Ob, Miss Helen,” she said, “please
don't cry. They cannot be long de-
layed; they are sure to come.”

“] wish 1 could get away from here,”
Miss Grayman responded, wiping her
eyes. “I don’t know what ails me,
but—but sometimes 1 feel that they
may never come. Why does Mrs., Wil-
liams treat me s0? Why wouldn’t she
let us go in the canoe? 1 have such
a creepy feeling about that place in
the woods.”

“Ob, it's your fancy, Miss Helen. 1
didn’t see anything very strange there.
Come, let's go out and sit on the ve-
randa. Perbaps we shall see them reo-
turning at any moment.”

But Susan was not a true prophet.
They descended and went out on the

1 wish I could be with you for the trout
fishing that Frederick tells me about. But
this s the last, as it is the first, foolish-
ness of this kind 1 shaM ever engage in.
Your very affectionate father,

WILLIAM GRAYMAN.

In reading this letter the poor girl
was completely decelved The re-
semblance to ber sire’s writing was so
perfect, the manner of addressing ber
was s0 exactly in his style, and, more-
over, her mental blindness induced by
ber own romantic fancies was so com-
plete that she suspected no imposition.

So she looked up at Payton after
reading the letter with beaming eyes
and flushed cheeks and saild with gen-
uine feeling:

“l thank you most sincerely, Com-
modore Brown. My father explalns the
whole affair, and it was very, very
good of you to return so quickly in
your disabled aero in order to relieve
my anxfety. It is a dreadful -disap-
pointment, but—but 1 am sure the trip
bas not been without its pleasures for
mie even if its principal object bas been
missed.”

Payton could bardly contain his de-
light over the success of his bold ruse.
Then bhe set out to complete his mas-
tery of the situation by entertalning
Miss Grayman, cuitivating ber inter-
est and confidence in bimself and keep-
ing her thoughts from dwelling upon
ber disappointment. Mrs. Wiillams

less than an hour after his return Miss
Grayman. in gay spirits, accompanied
by Susan. embarked with bhim in the
canoe for s visit to the spot where ber
curjosity and doubts had beep excited

“Mrs. Willlams has told me about
your fright,” be sald. “and sbout ber
own fright also The bears sre dan-
gerous, and | bave ordered Indlan John
to be on the spot well armed. so if

H. G

Miss Grayman feit lonesome when
Payton had departed with the Chame-
leon, but she thought of the pleasure
her letter would afford to her father.
She would have dled of mortification
and rage if she bad known that her
messenger was hardly out of sight be-
fore he skillfully opened the envelopé
and read the letter, smiling as he saw
how completely it answered tris wishes.
Then he carefully reclosed and sealed
it

Everything was playing into bis
fands. To obtain this letter had been
the object of his forgery, and he could
oot himself have written it more to his
mind. This was the master card that
he had thought of when he had Mr.
Grayman on the Chameleon. If he
could instili into the father's mind the
thought that his daughter was begin-
oing to be deeply interested in the sup-
posed friend who had earried her off
be calculated that the toar and anslety
thus awakened wonid @ ake im wille
ing to come to any terms for her im-
medinte relense

From hls sples In Washington be
had learned all he peeded to know
about the Mitcbells As soon as Miss
Grayman's letter shouid be in her fa-
ther's hands be would be ready for his
Dext stroke.

No pen can suggest the amazement,
perplexity, anger and despair of the
billlonaire wlen he received Helen's
letter bearing the postmark “Charlotte,
N.C”

Pagton ‘bad gove far ont of bis way
to post the letter in order to give a
false idea of the direction in which his
mysterious lodge lay.

Mr. Graymap had all confidence in
his daughter, but be knew her roman-
tic nature, and now she was evidently

a0 aal
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There is no necessity of running to the hot
stove in the furnace-like heat of your kitchen
when you can keep cool and do better work in
half the time in the modern way—the electric
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Payton purposely did not finish 5 ing his name and character, and with

do not want any harm to come to you
or your daughter, but | must have the
ten millions. You have the money:; 1
bave the girlL, You can afford the

Accordingly be took them to the
place and showed
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a sinking heart he remembered the fel-
low's handsome face and fascinating
speech and bearing. The bare thought
of bis daughter taking an interest in
this unspeakable scoundrel drove him
wild.

But the next day came the climax

In the Superior Court of the State of
Washington for Thurston county. -
Mary E. Pizzano, Plaintifl, vs. Alexander
Pizzano, Defendant.
The State of Washin
Alexander Pizzano,
named:
You are hereby Summoned to ap
within sixty days atter the date of the
first publication of this Summons, to-wit,

: To the said
fendant above

& J. R. DEVER, Proprictor

* * *x )
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Pavion bhad read the billionaire’s
thonrhts ns if they had been printed
f'e Enew that at present Mr. Graymean

no intention of meeting him on the

“us he hod prescribed, but would

saw that he was a gentleman by birth
and training, she enjoyed the charms
of his manners and conversation, and,
despite the peculiarity of her situation
and the shadowy doubts that had fiit-
ted into her mind, she felt no distrust

© wore try to entrap him. Yet un-
toss e released him now he could ney-
e

of him personally. On the contrary,
his reappearance secemed ke the re

inclosure partly roofed over, from
which the sounds of hammering now
began to be heard. Payton seemed to
be very busy here dn the daytime,
but In the evening he was as attentive
and entertalning as ever.

When this had been going on for a
couple of days Payton. with great ani-

A Swiss professor of agriculture has
been experimenting with cultivation
under colored glass and finds that or-
dinary transparent glass gives the best
results. Orange glass forces the plants,
but burts the fruit; violet glass in-
creases the quantity of fruit, but low-
ers its quality; red, blue and green
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tope for the money. turn of au intimate friend, and she was | mation, announced that the repairs to | 81288 is positively injurious. AMAAAAAAAAALAAAALAAAAAAAAAA | phadhan WEST fOURTH STREERT
tie rose and left Graymas alone in | glad in her heart to see him once more. | the aero had been so successful that R I SV —— . Phones—Oilice, 412J Residence, 4251
e cabin, but within a few minutes | “Oh, Miss Grayman,” be exclaimed. | he proposed to make a trial trip. Vienna's Gas Supply. John M. Wilson ; i v
returved, savieg, “Come out, Mr. Gray- | approaching with outstretched band. | ] want to be sure of ber,” be sald, | The Vienna city council has purchas- |$ , o RNEY ATLAW - e ——— '
man, spd convince yourselt that you | “you cannot know how 1 have been “because not for worlds would 1 run | ©@ for $900,000 the last remaining gas :

» 7+ homeward bound.”
flather wunwillingly the blllionaire
¥entured vpon the deck. They were

annoyed by my enforced absence! If
there bad beep anybody here to re- |

the risk of a second accident with you
aboard. So I am goling to take her out
for a trip of considerable length _I

works owned by the English company
wbich originally furnished the wholg

(COUNTY ATTORNEY)
Office: Court House, Olympia, Wash.

gas supply of the Austrian capital,

e -
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