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Modernizing English
Spelling
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THIRD STUDY.

It is not the sole aim in modernizing the English
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language merely to shorten words to save time in
It is of

far greater importance to reduce the irregularities

siles writing them, or to save printer’s ink.

el and inconsistencies that hav grown into it in the
course of years, to correct the errors in borrowd

words, and more particularly to amend the spell-
ings of words so that each letter us’'d has its com-
monly accepted power.
Englo-Saxon origin there still are retaind certain

But in som words of

letters or combinations of letters which hav either
lost their sonant value entirely, or else the sound
of the spoken word has so cliang'd that the orig-
inal combination no longer represents the actual
sound. In these words the useless letters should
be dropt in the interest of simplicity as well as of
regularity. Likewise when the sounds hav rad-
ically chang’d, the proper letters should be sub-
stituted, so that the sounds of the word shal be
represented according to modern usage, just as
the word is spoken today. The old Englo-Saxon
was full of harsh, throaty sounds, which ortho-
epists call gutturals. It is chiefly these harsh,
choking sounds that hav been eliminated from the
prpnuncintion of modern English words, either by
dropping them altogether, or by softening them

yrefx,

i J enti
isappeard wi irly Middl Enghsh, 1t is neg
1 S S 1 | he Jater Middl
English these words appear considerably chang’d,
thie past tenses having taken il cal com-
binations presumably to  contforin with  othes
words similarly  pronounc’t.  The ruf, throat

formd sound was represented by “ough’ and
“augh' to put them in accord with “‘through',
““though’’, and **thorough’, Thus came the forms

““hbrought™’. *‘thought™”, *‘bought’, *‘‘caught’,
ete., to replace the older forms as given abov
Sinee we wish to drop the useless letters, nothing
is easier or more scientific than to spell these
words as the original Englo-Saxon forms wer
spelt, omitting, of course, the final silent ¢, which
is now useless becaus no longer pronounc’t. This
modernizing givs us the beutiful simplicity and
regularity which you see in the following correct
orthography :

bring hroht cach caht
think thoht teach taht
buy boht seek soht
work wroht beseech besoht

The silent h in the past *tense form saves them
them from being pronounc’t with a short vowel
sound, and makes them conform to the recogniz’d
rules of English pronunciation.

Having this principl of simplifying words of
Englo-Saxon origin well estabisht, namely, that
of dropping the letters which representec those
sounds in guttural combinations which ar not now
sounded, let us examin another group of words,
not all verbs, but which contain the guttural
combinations ‘‘augh,”” ‘“‘ough’’, “igh’’, and
‘‘eigh”’. Consult the Englo-Saxon lexicon once
more, and you will find there that the words with
*‘augh’’ and ‘‘ough’’ wer formerly spelt without

cott

(cough ‘slongh sfuf

trouwh 1roti ’!uH‘_{h .?'”

cuough enut (draught drart

roug ruf laugh af

solteh suf (langhter latter
There ar a few words in which the guttural

“ugh’’ has changed to the palatal “*k™’0 or the

labial **p’": there ar now spelt in accordance with

modern usage:

(hough) hock (hiccough) hickup

(lough lock

The words discust in this study may seem to
the reader somwhat disguiz’d by following

modern methods of spelling, but even a cursory
examination of them will show that every singl
word of the groups we hav had under consider-
ation is easily recogniz’d in its modern form, and
after one becoms even slihtly accustomd to them
they appear to much better advantage than the
old forms, and more ‘sensibl than the mutilated

forms “*tho’” **thru’’, **thot’’, ete. -
The chief value, however, in these modern
spellings lies in the fact that they conform to the
establisht usage of letter values to be found reg.
ularly in more than nine-tenths of English words °
that need no adjustment or reform. Thus they
contribute to regularity in spelling, and regular.
ity is simplicity. The only scientific method of
simplifying is to reduce irregularity and excep. |
tion to rules. Newspapermen, text book writerg ©
and others whose use of language is accurat and
technical should be most interested in making the
outward forms of the language regular and scien. !
tific. The general public will readily take to the |
process of shortening words, both spoken and i
written, particularly if exceptions to rules ar
redue’t to the minimum. g
In our next study we shal take up final silent *
““¢”, and the rules which custom has decreed for
its use. :

New Triplex Springs Iron
Out Rough Roads

to more euphonius sounds.

In our first study we eonsidered four words of
. this. group, which formerly containd gutturals,

the ‘‘ug’’. If we follow our establisht principl of
dropping the letters not sounded, reverting to the
original Englo-Saxon spellings, we shal hav the

This comfort is now ob-
tainable in a light car with

OUGH ROADS seem
smoothed out by the

. namely, though (thoh); through (thruh), thought | .orrected words as follows: wonderful new Triplex Springs ~ economy in fuel and tires
_(thoht), and thorough (thoroh). They wer plac’t (blight) bliht ' (weigh) weh of Overland 4. and remarkably low upkeep
- in the ﬁ!",,t.“_t“::cy ‘“’t‘;‘d of ““"b‘l’“e f(t): tzf ros- (bright) brihs (weight) weht Triplex Springs hold the %%
g F;;:‘t' i ““:r O;Yﬂ m:izak ‘:“’on° fo‘;‘” ;" (fight)  fiht (deign) degn wheels to the road, while the Overland 4 is started
closely o &..{m the" "ﬁ " o A 1 (light) light (reign) regn passengers ride in comfort.  and lighted by the Auto-Lite
by s imic ?heen’ : '";l'obo t;“ o _“_l (might) miht (feign) fegn Their astonishing qualities two-unit system. It has U.
SUOIILLS DAY hov :‘; :f y . ‘;‘Ph ‘:“’“ (night)  niht (bough) bow have created an entirely new S. L. batteries. It is equip-
!ﬂmm'h‘ :m‘(‘l o °:,“ (plight) pliht (plough) plow conception of light car riding ped with all the latest car
; e .".”;» ;i “l‘, ;c“‘,'*‘ o (sight)  siht (dough)  doh ease. ‘ essentials and conveniences.
et o s simplifistion. | (alight) it (doughty) dohty
tmenl-u:h . em; (wight) wiht (though) thoh
e o w‘;ﬂs‘:’ e (high) ~ hih (slough) sluh
%y &ﬁh o We. dmpt the ot (n‘xgh) - mih (through) thruh :
: Jm P 'hﬁ'::l (sigh)  sih (fought) foht 2
g R R A thi- (height) hiht (nought) mnoht ) b
" In the second study' o (sleight) sliht (ought) . oht o P
O ek ivering thel y ; g (eight) eht (aught) aht po
'""“;"l"i' i v‘imp“;;;‘: M‘::m‘;“h"; . (treight) freht (haughty) hahty o W
nglis " We also added a vat: |/ {neigh) ' geh (naught) naht. : o ; T
PET o S - oo o }(neighbor‘@hb‘or (naughty) nahty - ! ) ; 4 R
“P1. 1 (sleigh) sleh ' (slaughter) slahter : ¥,
|~ 'The old forms ‘‘height’’ and ‘‘sleight’’ kept the BRONSON MOTOR CAR co- k § E
Seventh and Main Streets 3

Y silent ‘“‘e” to, distinguish them from ‘‘hight’’ |* 1 ? Olympla, Wash.

sound. In these words the guttural combination
““ugh’’ is now replac’t by the labio-dental ‘‘f’’
-following a short sound, and by “‘ff”’ following a
broad sound, after the analogy of the words ‘‘of’’
and ‘‘off’’, ““pal’” and “‘pall”’, ete.:
- e e e}
|in the community want to buy are|*“for sale,” including whenever pos-
posted on a blackboard. If anything{sible, not only inquiries from within
" |remains unsold or any need is not|its own state but also from neighlor-
ﬂlled -at the end of the week, a list|ing states as well ,and does all that it !
'of these items is sent to the county|can to bring buyer and seller to-
agent. ' By comparing the reports|gether. !
from the different communities in the
county he can frequently bring buy-
ers and sellers in different parts of
his county together. In case there is
anything that he can not dispose of
in this way he reports to to some
state agency which issues a weekly | by which title it will be known here-

or monthly bulletin of “wanted” and |after.
b

- The Chevrolet ‘‘Four-Ninety’’
appeals especially to the man who
wants a comfortable good-looking
car that is easy to handle and eco-
nomical to operate. Its mechani-
cal excellence and staunch con-

struction insure for it a life of long
and dependable service.

Capital Motors
Corporation

315-317 Main Street

be our study | (now obsolete) and “‘slight”. This distinetion is .
o of'vorbl OnCe | not now regarded as necessary. ‘‘Degn’’, *‘fegn, x - - b
np nl;re‘gawr, and ‘‘regn’’ ar included here for convenierce, N e Fr—— RS i 5 e —
xigh " m - thoh they ar not Englo-Saxon words, but of Latin : WI‘y man
U ol'igina : g : — t
~up the words . Still another group of words with similar com. " tb".
! g il k" ' ‘ ‘Pm?"l}'fv binations of letters hav not 1ost the guttural sound . ‘V.e made
~ uf . ﬂndtheu' present | completely, but it has softend into labio-dental cigarette for you! .

' _seean  soht>
; besecan Ubesohte
caechan eahte
taecan  tuhte

At some point in each rural
usually . the schoolhouse,
ings that persons in the
may have for sale, and a
ities that people in
comm 7 may have for sale,
a list of commodities that people

. Change in Name.

The name of the war loan organ-
ization for the Twelfth Federal Re-;
serve district ' is now changed to
“Government Savings Organization,”

) AMELS fit your cigarette de-
sires so completely you’ll agree
they were made to mezt your tastel

Unique flavor, fragrance and mel-
low-mild-body due to Camels qual-
ity and expert blend of choice Turk- i
ish and choice Domestic tobaccos
are a revelation! You will prefer the
Camelblend toeither kindof tobacco |
smoked straight! *

‘With Carpels you can gothelimit »l"?.‘
without tiring your taste. They
leave no unpleasant cigaretty after-
taste; no unpleasant cigaretty odor!

To get a line on why Camels win
' ‘y)gt;f :o eourgpletely compare them
2le are sold o oy -10r-p with an clg' arette i
o7 30 cigara i ek the world at any me You'll px-‘e-n 3

Olympia

rten “‘ |
sl s esrtdcs:. for quality to coupons or premiums!

We
this carton for home
floe supply or when sou tesves. R. J. REYNOLDS TOBACCO CO., Winston-Salem, N.C.




