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A POEM BY WHITTIER.

: ollowiDE poem by the Quaker poet
2 “__“'; '., the recent Haverhill (Mass ) uE::&

T of his € ASSmates |
gulf O seven and fifty years,
!Iu“ e stretch our welcoming hand across:
qhe distance hut a feeblo toss
Petween Us and our youth appears,

For in life's school we linger pn—
a W remnant of a ones full List—
Conning our lessons, undismis<ed
With taces to the selling sun. '

And some have gone the unknown way,
And some await the call to rests
Who knoweth whether it is bist

To those who went or us who stay?

And yet, despite of loss and {11,
T faith and love and hope remaln,
Our length of days is not in vain,
And (tfe 18 well worth living still.

il to a gracious Providence
The thanks of gratetful hearts are due
For Llessings when aur lives woere new,
For ull the good vouchsafed us since.

The pain that aparod us =orer hurt,
The: wish desired, Lhe purposs erofusd,
And pleasures found, oceas.ons last,
“!'n- mercees W our small desert,

*T & somcthing that we wan Jer hack,
Gray pilgrims, to the ancient ways=;
Al tender memoried of ol days

Wik with w4 by the Merriman,

That even in hife's alternoon
A =ense of youlh com-< back agatng
As Lhroneh e ool Beploember tnn
The =til grecn woodlund dreams of spring,

Thoe cves, grown dim to present things,
Have keener s pgrhit for bvgore yours;
And swe ot and clear in deat"ning ears

The Lird that sang at morning sings.

Dy connrades, conttoped wide and far,
BBl Trom Lhe r homes the kondly word
¥ Anddearer ones unscen, unbeand,
Buiile on us from some heaveuly star.,

For liTe and death with God are one,
U nchanged by soeming change, His care
And love are round us here and theps;
He brvaks po thread His hands have =puan.

Soul teuches soul; the mu=ter roll
OF Lite esteroml hos no gages,
Aned after hail noeentury's Lapse
Ciur sehool-day ranks are closod and whole,

J1At s farewell, we ' away,
Where shoa ows bad, we truast, in light;
The star that us<hers in the night

48 heradd also ol the day.
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@Qirls Caught on the Plains by an
Approaching Tornado.

Escaping the Lightning and the Tempest
~-Experience in a Guloh—How It
Appeared When the Storm

Was (Wwer.

We had been nearly two months at the
ranch, aud the wesks had Leen an al-
most unvarying round of delight for us
both.  Nearly all the dayli sht hours we
were oul of doors, waltchines the pliaes
of a life so new tous.  Often at nicht
we went oul to a Little emionenes whee

we could see the sheep come home 1o

their corral. What a solid plialany of
wool they  looked, and what twinkling

little <tieks their legs were. Poncho had |

recovered, and was gravely ot work
overy day.
face wore an air of tenderness  as well
as anviety when  he was conducting a
detachment of sheep with lambs,  Of
course, that was 2 mere faney, bat Val-
voerde bore me cal in the notion. To
Lis mind Poncho  was eapable of any-
thing.  ile would not be surprised if
some day the dog bhad suddenly ad-
diressed himin the English of the plains

It was a quarter to three o'clock of a
mild. clondless afternoon when my «is
ter, Nan, and myself started (o return
from a ranch six miles away.  We had
ridden over there to dinner, and came
gravly cantering homeward., the sun
briczht, and for once but very dittle
wind blowinr.  According to my ex-
prrence, the West,  with its oreat
plains, is the place to become acguaint-
ed with wind.  Hardly a day passes but
the :ur sweeps over the vast =iret hes
inaway that is annoying until one
gets acenstomed to it It roars throuch
the canyons, sucking hoarsely along the
gorges.  Itis onc ol the mizhty
jo tsof the conntry, and to me

=~

thus far
it was

Bt ths day, as 1 hase said,
ealm.  The sage only  moved
geally as we role toward i, anl we
seeme | to hear the notes of birds borne
ton from an immense distance. A
real many curiews were cirelin s about,
and the praire doss sat up in iront of
the r houses, looking at us with  pert
and in uiring gaze.

“Tavre's something in the ery of the
birds that 1 do not like,” said Nan.
*There's atone of foreboding in it, and
i i~ nel an approproate tone for so
magniticont noday.”  Bat she langhed
at ber own words as she spoke them.
A oy wolf Jeaped across our path at
som - distanes, stopped an instant and
eved us, then fed away rapidiv. Acain
Nan turned uneas ly in her sad ile and
looked about her. As she shook the
Lines on her pony's neck she exclaimed
*I am certainly under & spell. Do you
Know, girls, that 1 actually thought
that gray weif had something to teli us,
if we could only understand ™

Atter these remarks, Nan seemed to
forzet her fears, and we all lecame
cheerful, as was fitting for hor~ewomen
in Colorado.  As 1 look back upon that
alternoon, the ride, the bright sunli:ht,

and the expericnce which followed, sall |

seem, althouzh painfully vivid, as if
they had happened in a lfe of mine in
some other world; | can neveissociate
them with mysell in this existence.

We were riding toward the northeast,
having been to a ranch lyving towarnd
the Vega P'ass, though a number of
mil s this side of it. That feeling which
the brds had awakened had proved
very tramsient. My sister suddenly
asked in a tone of interest, unt nged by

fear. if we had noticed the cloud in the ! 509 % 4 8
i diminished to a hard ea'e. We were di- |

sou hwest, and was it customary for
Colorade skies to e:xhilit  such
freaks?> Upon that we all turned
ms about, and as Nan, with a
quck cry, pulied up her horse, we
-also stopped our ponies and gazed.
Speaking for myself. 1 only felt then a
keen
sight before me.  Uuntil 1 looked at my
cousin’s lu;'cf 1 did not l!:irk of fear. A

sat way @ff, it appeared to me, | was
::.l'd aftt-.l?ﬂ'ard it mpﬁ have been about
ten miles distant when we first saw 11,
was a cloud absolutely black. For the
first time | knew what the phrase *inky
blackness” meant. Neither be ore nor
since have I ever seen a cloud of that
.co.or. It was roughly cone-shaped, the
point toward the earth. But even its
shape aad color were not the most ter-
ribe thiags about it The mass was
-shoiling." No other word ap_pl:eslo
the incessant rapid changes in its text-
«coustant flashes of lightuing. But we
theard 1o thunder then. 1 shall never
Torget the wia teness that came to Nan's
face. Without knowing that I saw
them.

wro anse2® P e repn |

I used to think the dos's |

inierest, without alarm. a: the |

her fingers were clutched painfully
about the bridle, and that she reecled
slightly in her saddle.

Lot me think,”” she gaid, in a low
H voicee
{wlm did not see Nan's face, said, ina
commonplace voice:

“Js not that a rather belligerent
specimen of a clond

Nan did not apparently hear her: she
«at silent for perhaps half a minute,
then she tarned to us and said quickly:

b | };ulw Vou ean ri o fust. We can't
get home: what zood if we could? There
15 & narrow guich about a mile an! o
ball from here
know.™

She turned her horse sharply to the
richt and told him fiere -y fo qo. We
followed, ridinr as I had pever rilden
velore The horses caurht tire from
us, and raced on in that wild way they
bave, which i= not like the manner of
hor-es in the East In sprite of the fear
which now posse-sed us all, ther: was
acertain rlorous feeling in that rde
After we had tarned we eoull look off
at our rirht at the eloud, which was
rushing on with terrible guickness, aud

and us alone

Suddealy there was a
sonnd toward  the west, and looking
that wav I ~aw 2 vast herd of eattle
-.u---]:-.:{;: on, a dark, surzing mass,
with tyssinz horns glancing white n
the sunshine, the sun was saininge
brithiantly at th s time, It was a stam-
pede. I never hnew whether they were
frizhten.cd by the clond or had been
urpged on by the unexpla ned impulee
Lt ~omeline s comes 1o them 1o lice
f madly over the plains. At another time-
fthis sight would have been of stirring
| interest. now I did not eare to wat-h
the f1eht of the cattle. I was tooin-
tent on our own race acainst the elond.
The lightninzg was plaving throush the
' black vapor tacessantly.  More elouds,
| having the appearance of  common
~ “thander heads)” rose and o "I""""'!
;liu'mu-l‘.m over the sky, and at last ob-
seured the sanlir ot It was a relief 1o
l me when the san ceased to shine, for
| the scene seemesd less abnormally ter-
{ Titic.
| Within afew rods of the opening of
the ruleh 1 heard a roar, as of oncom-
ing wind.  Naw eried cut arain to her
horse, the animals lurched forward yver
faster, and in a2 moment we were a’'l
enterine the ravine It was extromely
unesen groand an | covered by broken
sharp stones. My sister and | were
wiatchines Nan: she <lipped o1 the sad-
dle and harriediy motioned to us 1o do
the sune.  The mstant we were dis-
monnted the horses serambled rapidiy
forward into the ouleh, and we did the
' Nan pow in the rear and drivines

thunderons

tor

| sne
Lus alone. Taat nicht | fomd NIV S oes
cut and a rash in my toot, bt 1 d.d

not food the wound when 1 received it
While we were thus hurrving 1o got to
| the deepest shelter of the gally, the roar
Cabhove us was awf il and was mereasing
Pevery moment. It reverberated stranoe-
| Iy throush the ravine. We cound not
Lave head a word had we spolen. We
all stopped <imaltancously  and looked
at each o her. They wers two ver,
' white  faces that 1 saw, with  strained,
Hrightened eves. Nan made a move-
ment with her hewd that we were no! to
oo omn, amd we cronched down aca ns!
the rocky sides of the easth, The nest
Pmctant Emma leansd headily upon me

I did not speak, bhut my sister, |

clung clammily to us, and the heavy
skirts flapped duil against the horses’
wet sides.

While we were within a mile of the

house we saw a man rid ne down at a

| furions gait toward us, and a few rods

ahead ran a 'In:__'. We LW the harse-
| man could not be Colone)l Stewart, for
he had rone away in the mornisz and

It"s the nl‘.li_\' pz:tr‘e | |

which I now fancied was pursuing us, |

fand  sileatly pointed  upward toward

[the  chasm’s  opaing, where  we |

' had entersd. The Waek elond !
Wils u-! going  past onr pennt |
of vision: it had dilated to twice its

former size, bhut stiil retain e« its eviin-
Cder shape. 10t could b poss ble, it
Lwas more dense than ever, and boiling
| in its blackness  Balls of tire =sped baek

“Jand forth in the air: or my sizht was
| ander an hadlucination o that effect.
LAl the plhienomena seemed  to have

| their conter in that cone of black clon L |

| The stragest, the most  awiul thing of
jall that jearful exper ence was wheat |1
Pelivd that biack eloud,

I saw now

pot to rearn untl the following

As we lookel, the sun burst out
splendidiyv. The man ¥ his hat
and waved 1t with nnmistakable joy-
onsness. A few  vards more and we
saw that was Valverde, He pode
up, and tureed Lis bhorse Lo 2o with us,
ewclaiming

« | don't think I was ever much glad-
der inall mv davs than I b to see vou
Folk=to th: honse are "hout crazy
ve. That was as <izable a tornado as we
;-':!!'alij if ever ot 1n Lhese dy, '__'.:1‘\“

** Are they safe asked Nan, ~Was

the house in the path of 1127

Wa-
dav.

e o

tints

"out

ssit warn't,”" he replied, <bu® it was
full nizh enouzh. Th+ biz new barn

was
the plains,
of it was a good deal bevond

i Thie Wav, and s -]n'--:r.-! all over
I shouidn’t wonder if some

Pueblo

cows and calves killed, eorrals com-
pletely busted, trees tarned over, !
that ereaser s son, he added 1o 2 mor

solemn tone, Killed dead by a timber.
I only hopw: thers ain't no more deathis
to hear of.™

T ¢n Valierde asked about what hadd
h-’lp;:-'n-'-i oy 1is, an i when he b wd heard
it, besaid with somber emj has = that all
creation “conddn’t have saved us 1t 1
hadn't been for that guleh.”™

When the reports eame in, it wa-
found that the track of the tornado had
been in some pliees neariy throe- uar

of a mlewile, and ts lencth

about eichteon miles,  We heard that
tie 00d Woman Eanch,”” as the plaes
where we had held our [-. T Wis pop
ulariy called, had sutlfere ! worst of all.
The dwelline had  been utterly  demol
tshedd, e inhabitants savine themselves
by running in time into a sort of cave
near by,

It wa~ only becanse the conntry was
so sparsely populated that more dam
Wits  not for «

fers

done versthine,
whether tre s, anima's or buildinz<, n
Ll |m|-r--|a---t---l ;:Hil of the e,
wire destroved or Ladly inure . for
a long time after we heard almost daily
of the bhitter tave of some unfortunate
It was death itself, or a limb broken, or
4 home lost

Colone] Stewart and o few other men
of means bestirred themselves immeod-
ately and ele tually to collect aul for
the poorer sullerers by the torialo.

Fora few davs we talked eonstuntly
of our adventur: inthe storm and com-
pard oberva lons, Jot in aomarvel-
olsly  short  time had ceased o
think of that dav. <ave oceasonally,
and | hatl erlyt mind wou'd al-
wi s he shadaseld the momory of
tiat vide for the salel and the haur we
spent there, Was it an hour? I coud
Hever el

In conversine on the matter, we
owned 1o our eousin that Colorawdo hiad
a few drawbaeks

s tisonly Paradise that huas not iis
dars saul Unele Stewart, who
had overlean] our words  ~If von girls
will noy stav throurh a placue of
wrasshoppers, vou will have some rigzat

y A¥ye

wae
tho TR

oy

s’

to pass judgment on this conntry.’
Car. N. Y. f,l'f':.rh‘l-,f 1'ust.

- — . -

TRUNK TALK.

Facta for People Whoe Come Home with
Their Bagmage “Smashed, ™

s Our tracds,”” ~aidd atrunk manufact-
urar, “makes a splendid barometer of
the basiness interes<ts of the country.
When there is a hig demand for trunks
it means uot only that people have made
enoigh to be able to indulze in the lus-
ury of travel, but that firms are sending
out salesm.on more larcely than before,
and that the commercial woril is be-
coming move and more animated and

whetuer followme idor dreiv nzit Thnow | graile brish.”

not, cames a
mo-t daslinge white
grow.ns every instant more ik a pilar
of fire, amd soon appearinge to contro!
the inky shape. The raving noise was
| mow at i1s he «<ht In 2 moment the
two s sterions shapes had pas-ed from
our coniracted Iine of wvision; they
Cmarcied on, llt's't‘-!_\'ill_’ as they went.

faro i. the r;nmnn:h] nraol th-' T}:n:ldr'r.
waich had now ojened  its forees, and
i above al the overwhe ming roar of the
Fwindd, made us shrink and e swer closer
together. A tiereer blast eaused vus to
throw onrselves fHlat on the  stom

sroun i grasping at each o*her’s hands, |

So wnorant was 1 that 1 believed at the

time tiat we were in foll power of the

tornado, insteal of beinz comparat vo-

Iy sheltered by the  wails of the gul-h.

Aftervar! | knew that we could hardiy
| have saved our lives had we not been
able to reach this ravine,

Onee | felt a touch on my head, from
which my hat had long sinee gone. |
found that * was one of th: horses.
| They had all come back from their tirst
| run up the gulch to be near us: the three

stood huddied elose by, when we had a
chanee to look.  As | recall things in a
dream, so | recall the incidents of the
ft me while we remained in that refuge.
COnee, ina giare of the Lgatning, and
while my eves were open and my head
raised, 1 saw scveral ob ects tiving over

-

and their dead,

tall eloud of intensest, |
a pillar of zlory, |

; | The crash of timber alonr a stream not |
teast pleasant of anything | had known | =

| partments in them, more litile travs, hat

the top of the gulch. They were sheen, |
bruised bolie: were

| tound. as if they had been tung hard |

Caganst the ground. after the stoim.
| Ones sometling came down close by
| me, hitting my hand where I huad duz
' my fingers unconciously down into the
Cearth. It was a small prair e dogz, and
it lay still in death, near me.  Many
| prairic hens, the next day. were found
. dead, with almost ad their feathers
stripped off by the wind.  While the
| terror lasted there was hardly a lull in
| the forocity of it. 1 thought we had
, beea hours hiding there, when at last
| the ra‘n bezan to come down heaviiv,
| and a moment after the wind sensibly

rn'ou-\ sorked thoroughly, but 1 hnk

non: of us cared tor that.  The hurling
no se of the storm was still deatenine,
but we feit that the worst was oever, for
us at least. That demon cone of cload
was thvinr farther on its road of de-
struct.ou. but it had left us

{  We immedistely got upon our feet,
j our horses keeping the'r hewds close to
tour sh mlders as we did so By the
I time we had groped and stumbled our
L way to the entranece of the guleh there
| was blue sky in the north, and the rain
, had dwindled to a few heavy drops.

| We stood a moment breathiess, look- |
It was |
a wide plain where we were, and all |

ing about us with scared eves.

the devastation we saw at first was
that the row of cottonwoods was lying,
i torn up, some of them half-way across
the stream they had bordered.

*1 am afraid of what 1 shall find at
bome,'” said Nan.

As she spoke, she turred to her horse
and swung herself up inio the soaked
saddle. %hese pon es are not tall. and
it is ible for a woman to mount
{ without help. We both ‘ollowed her
" example, and the borses gladly turaed

\

\
\

o ow lone will a trunk last?™

“That is a question | can not rea lily
answer, .-,imp!}'- because it depemds en-
tirely how much travel it has. Many
prople don't we a trunk wmore than
on-¢ a vear, amd a good teunk used at
that rate ought to last a | fetime, bt
then there are others who teavel most
of the timne.  Their trouks are left most
of the vear to the tender mer -ies of the
bagraze-smasher, who is the trunk-
maker's best fooemd. The raldway com-
panies, w.th their stalwart, go-ns-you-
ploase methods of handling trunks, are
a source of resenue to us, and we sp-
preciate their efforts’’

*What kKind of trunk do vou sell the
most of #°

**The most popalar stile of trunk
here is the Saritoza or French trunk,
More of these are sold than anv other,
I think, Tecause they areso woll adapte|
for ladics’ use.  They have more com

receptacles, and, best of all, a deep bot-
tom: that will hold a wardrolw.  There
are ouly 1ifty styiesof Saratoga trunks,
besides the steamer. The trunk has
not been invented yet that can complote-
Iy withstand very many ailroad trips.
A good Saratoga should last one or two
seasons b fore going to the repair shop.
They are a good deal cheaper than sev-
eral years ago.  Now thes: trunks are
most used by fashionable ladies, and of
course the sale is enormous each vear.”

**What would vou call the best trunk
for general use?

* I'he ecanvas-covered trunk. Their
sale increases every vear, and they are
found to be stronger and more able to
stand rongh usage. ‘lhey tave more
wear in them than the leather—<overed
ones. The body of the trunk is made
out of ~tronz white pine and the top of
tough basswood.  The secret in making
a good. lasting trunk is to have a good
top  So many trunks are piled ons on
top of the other, they wil ‘e gving
way or breaiing in. lheater or prop-
erty trunks are, of course, stropg, be-
cause they are cosversd with bands
They have only a limited sale. Thetin
or crystailized trunk is manaofactured
almost especially for Southeru trade.
The colored people there will have no
other than a variegated. fancy-colored
tin or zine trunk. 1he kuropean leath-
er-bound or canvas covered light trunk
s used almost exciusively for tourists,
In Europeonly forty-tive pounds of bag-
cage are allowed free of charge.

* How about sole-leather trunks?”’

* They are pot neariy so popular as
they used to be. I hear arawhide truni
has been made that will recist all at
tempts to smash it, but 1 imagine the

| drawback will ve when it gvts wet and
shrinks. Thetrayswil not nt theu and
the drummer will have to telegraph t
the city for a new trunk.” —\. Y. Mau
- and Erpress
— — > —
—Elephants are not numerous on the
western s ope of equatorial Africa, be
in
valleys, and rarely ever
banks of the Uongo un
barren country is passed.  Above Stan-
lev Pool they increase in numbers and
roam in large herds, seldom being mo-
lested or hunted by the nativas. - N X
l Herald.

ing near the

homeward. Our sogzy, dripping elothes |

‘ound only along the fertle river
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