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TALMAGE
SERMON

By Rev.
FRANK DE WITT TALMAGE, D.D.,

Pastor of Jefferson Park Presby-
terian Ohurch, Chicago

®

! Chicago, Nov. 16.—The duty of
Christlan laymen to present the gospel
fnvitation to people who have not yet
wccepted it Is enjoined in this sermon
By Rev. Frank De Witt Talmage on
the text Luke xiv, 23, “Go out into

the highways and hedges and compel
them to come In.”

Christ was comparing the kingdom
of beaven to a great banquet which
God had prepared for his invited

“guesta, who would not come. The
Earl of Lelcester made great prepara-
Rions to recelve Elizabeth, the “Virgin
Queen of England,” when she visited
Rhe castle halls of old Kenilworth.
Wot only was his banquet hall brilliant
with many lights, but no sooner did
the royal guest step upon the draw-
bridge which led into the eastle than a
ralft, made as a floating island, came
fnte view. Upon this floating island
sat a beautiful woman. She was sur-
rounded by her water nymphs. She
came, as queen of the lake, to bend
the knee In homage to the visiting
qQueen. At night while the banqguet
rent on the heavens were aflame with
Rhe Uluminations of fireworks. *“Such,”
Wwrote the clerk of Queen Elizabeth's
seouncil chamber, “was the blaze of

Yuralng darts, the gleam of stars
“toruscant, the streams and hail of
@ery sparks, lightnings of wildfire and
dight-shot of thunderbolts, with con-
Rinuance terror and veliemeney, that
Mhe bheavens thundered, the waters
surged and the earth shook. and for
‘my part, hardy as I am, it made me
vengeably afrald.” DBut, though the
qQueen lover made great and wonderful
Preparations to receive his royal guest
$a the gorgeous banquet ball of old
Kenllworth, e made no such prepara-
tietis as God had made in the parable
%0 recelve his heavenly guests, who
would not come,

But, as the divinely Invited guests
would not come, then God practically
sald: “I will have my banquet hall
filled notwithstanding. If the guests
qor whom the banquet was prepared
Wwill not come to me, then I will send
9ut for those who will appreciate it. 1
Wwill compel them to come in.”” So the
TLord In the parable said to his serv-
ants, as Christ now says to us church
members, “Co out into the highways
and bhedges and compel them to
come in.” The purpose of this dis-
course is to show how, as individual
<¢hurch mem ers, we can become heav-
enly constra ners and present the gos-
Oel invitatio: to sinful men and women

whom we ncet in our dally walks of
{Iﬂo. It Is to show how, by gospel con-
secrated work among individuals, we
“tan change an empty church into a
rowded sanctuary and by depleting
%he places of evil resort we can ulti-
mately make a full heaven.

Mr. Moody's Plan.

When some one asked Mr., Moody:
“How shall we reach the masses for
Chirist? How shall we give the gospel
fuvitation to those sinners who are out
In the highways and the hedges?” he
®Bluntly answered his questioners, “Go
after them.” DBut how are we to go
Wwlter them? First, as Christ's disciples,
Wwe should begin our personal work
among Individuals by presenting the
gospel of Jesus to those who are closest
T us. We should present Christ first
%0 our fathers and mothers, to our hus-
bands and wives and brothers and sis-
Rers and children. to our dear friends
and to all who are bound to us by the
Rles of blocd and love. We should do
Just the same as Andrew, the brother
of Phillp, did when he was converted.
No sooner did he see the face of Christ
than be practically said to himself:
*“Why, I must immediately go and hunt
up my dear brother Philip. How hap-
Py I can muke him! We have been side
by side in all our joys and sorrows
from the timme we were born. He must
share today in my new hope.” It is
upon this action of Andrew, who at
onte went and ecnrried the gospel invi-
Ration to his brother, that the great
“Brotherhood of Andrew and Philip”
Bas been established.

But, though the eternal salvation of
our unrepentant loved ovnes ought to
be a perpetual ecnuse of anxiety for us
Bay In and day out, yet there are thou-
sands and hundreds of thousands of
church mewbers who never think it
obllgatory f-r them to present the love
of a living Clrist to those who ought
W be as denr to them as a Jonathan
was to a David. a Damon to a Pyth-
las or the memory of a murdered king
of Denmark wns to an avenging son.
These church memwbers are ready to in-
¥ite those friends to their homes, but
fhey are not .willlng to personally in-
¥ite them to sit at the holiest of all ta-
blea—the table of the blessed eommun-
r)n They are ready to talk with their

rlends upon politlies or Lusiness, but
they are not ready to discuss with them
Rhe greutest of all questions, “What
ghall it profit a man if he should gain

e whbhole world and lose his own
woul?" They dre ready to sound the
pralscs of their friends to their other
Triends, but they are not ready to
sound forth to thelr earthly friends

the pralses of their Heavenly Father.
They are always ready to introduce
one enrthly (ricnd to another. but they
&re 0 anxious to make their earthly
cowpanions aequainted with that DI-
vine Companion who Is ever willing to

' pot do what you want me to do.

-9 | be our helper and guide along the trou-

bled journey of life.

These church members are not ready
to do as a Sunday school teacher did
some years ago. She was the daughter
of one of the wealthiest financiers in
the world. Her teacher, who was a
very intimate friend of my meother,
told of the incident. Being converted,
the young girl not only gave her heart
tv Christ, but she at once wanted those
vwho were dearest to her to do the same.
Bo, a1 few days before her public pro-
fession in the church, she came to her
father dmd said, “Papa, I am going to
join the church next Sunday, and I
want you to come and see me.” *“No,
daughter,” answered the father, *“I
am ready to do anything for you, but I
can't go to church. Your mother, you
know, attends to that part of the fam-
ily duties. Besides, Helen, I have a
very important meeting next Sunday
with one of our New York boards, and
I cannot go to church.” *“Father,” per-
sisted the young girl, “you say you
love me. I believe you do. If I was
to be married next Sunday, you would
be there, would you not? Well, father,
I am going to a more important cere-
mony than any earthly marriage. I
am going to give my troth to Jesus
Christ. He i8 to be more to me than
ever an earthly husband can be, and I
want you to be there.” The tears be-
gan to rain down the great financier’s
cheeks as he answered, “Yes, Helen,
I will go.” As a result of that invita-
tion and that service the father gave
his heart to God. He is today awalting
in heaven the advent of his Christian
daughter, whose faithfulness led him
to the foot of the cross. Oh, that you
and I, as gospel evangelists, might be
willing to begin our evangelistic work
at home—Dbegin by putting our arm in
loving embrace about our dear friends
whose affections mean so much to us
and say: “Brother, sister, I cannot be
truly happy unless you are happy with
me in Christ. Will you come with me
to meet my Saviour? Will you come
now 7"

Personal Evangelistic Work.

When John Mclean, the famous as-
soclate justice of the supreme court of
the United States, was converted many
years ago, it was on a Sunday morn-
ing at church. On his way home he
said to his wife: “Mary, we have neg-
lected our duty to Christ too long. We
shall at once set up a famlily altar and
have family prayers as soon as we ar-
rive home.” *“But, John,” answered
his wife, “we cannot do that at once.
You have invited some prominent law-
yers to dinner, and they will be walit-
Ing for us in the parlor now. Perhaps
we might have famlly prayers in the
back room, if you wish.” *“No,” an-
swered the famous lawyer, who is long
glnce dead; “the first time I ask Jesus
into my home 1 shall not sneak him in
by the kitchen door. 1 shall ask him
to enter my parlor.” When Judge Me-
Lean entered the house, he immediate-
ly called the children together; then,
after greeting his lawyer friends, he
turned and said: “Gentlemen, I gave
my heart to Christ this morning. It is
a very important day In my life. I in-
tend to start a family altar at once. 1
wish that you would join in family
worship with me and my children and
that my Christ might become your
Christ. But if you are not willing to
join we will be through with prayers
in a little while, and then we will all
go to dinner.” As a result of that ear-
nest plea not only did his family, but
nlso his guests, kneel In prayer. One
or two of those guests then and there
gave thelr hearts to Christ. Would
that we might all start our evangelis-
tic work in our homes! Would that we
all might obey the commandment of
my text by first trying to bring our
loved ones to know and to trust that
S8aviour whose love for the repentant
sinner passeth all understanding!

But the gospel invitation ought to be
given to the strangers who are within
a Christian’s gates as well as to the
loved ones who have a right by the
ties of blood to live there. It is non-
sense for us to suppose that after we
have gathered our fathers and mothers
and wives and husbands and children
and a very few dear personal friends
into the gospel lifeboat we have a
right to haul in the plank and cast off
the hawsers and set sail for heaven,
deeming our Christlan responsibilities
fulfilled. No. Emphatically no. The
Christian’s obligations are so farreach-
ing toward his fellow men that in the
light of the gospel the poor traveler
who was waylaid by thieves on the
road to Jericho was just as much a
brother to the good Samaritan as if
he had been born in the same cradle,
sung to sleep by the same lullaby and
reared in the same homestead.

But, though the gospel teachings
make the Jew and the gentile broth-
ers, yet the average church member
does not feel that he has any direct
responsibility in presenting the gospel
invitation to the stranger that is with-
in lns gates. After the minister has
preacped some Sunday a pertinent ser-
mon upon this overwhelming text, “Go
out into the highways and hedges
and compel them to come in,” this
average church member accosts the
pastor with words like the following:
“Why, my dear pastor, you would not
expect me to stand in the aisle of the
church and ask the stranger to come
into the after meeting, would you? I
am a young girl. It would not be
proper for a young lady to speak to
ttrange men and women, even in a
chureh, without an introduction.” Or
some voung man would say: “Preach-
er, I am a church member, but I can-
You
gurely would not expect me, when 1
am riding along in a railroad train, to

, talk about Christ with every man who

might sit dewn by my side and open
a conversation with me? Why, such
a course as that would naturally be
very embarrassing to me as well as to
the people with whom I talk.” Yes,
young man or young woman, whether

It be embarrassing or no; whether you

| ninety-nine-hundredths,
| church members will get up and put

have had an introduction or not to the
people with whom you come into tem-
porary contact, that is what I believe
every true church member ought to
do. I believe every Christian ought to
be so anxious to save souls for Christ
that, no mattef in what position in

i life he may be placed, he ought never

to allow any men, woman or child to
come .into contact with him in any
way unless he tactfully improves that
chance for speaking a word for his
Pivine Master.
Spread the Invitation.

Church members should present the
gospel invitation to the men and wom-
en whom they chance to meet the more
willingly because they would never
dream of walting for an introduction
or of hesitating on account of embar-
rassment If they saw those same peo-
ple threater@l with any physical dan-
ger. Supposing, O Christian man, you
were returning home late some night
cnd you saw the flames playing about
the curtaing of the dining room in your
neighbor’'s house. Would you hesitate
for one instant about ringing that own;
er's doorbell because you had not a
personalacquaintance with him? Would
you first scurry round the town to
hunt up some mutual acquaintance to
glve you that Introduction? No! At
the top of your lungs you would cry
“Fire! Fire! Fire!” You would tell
your companion who was by your side
to run to the nearest fire alarm box
and at once call the englnes, And if
the smoke was rolling up in great
clouds and threatening to suffocate
the inmates of that home you would
with your cane smash the parlor win-
dows and rush upstairs unannounced
and awaken the drowsy sleepers. If
necessary, you would help carry the
children down into the street in your
protecting arms. After you are ready
to do all that to warn a stranger of an
earthly danger, do you mean to tell me
that unless you have been introduced
you have no right to give to that same
stranger the gospel invitation? I de-
clare that your position is not tenable.
I tell you that if you truly believe that
an unrepentant sinner must die, then
you should act toward the sinner who
is in iImminent danger of destruction
in the same way in which you would
act toward that man who is sleeping
in bed when the fire demons are danc-
ing along his hallways and playing
hide and seek among the tapestries of
his parlor.

Again, it is absolutely necessary in
order to carry out the command of my
text for the average church member
to give the gospel invitation to his
friends and to strangers when they are
gathered inside the church walls as
well as when they are scattered with-
out, and it is also necessary for the
church members to extend this invita-
tion for a specified time and place. A
general invitation to come to supper is,
as a rule, worse than no invitation at
all. When a person comes to me and
gushingly says, “Oh, Mr. Talmage, 1
do wish you would come and visit us;
come any time you can and stay as
long as you pleage,” I am sure of one
fact—that person wants to be polite,
but he does not want me to come. He
did not set a date. But when a friend
comes to me and says, “Mr. Talmage,
will you and your wife take supper
with us next Thursday night; we are
poor folks, but we will give you th:
best we have?’ 1 generally accept.
Why? Because I think that man wants
me to come. He set a time and a place
where he wished to entertain me. So,
when the minister of the Lord Jesus
Christ preaches a sermon and gives a
general invitation and says to the sin-
ners, “Come to Christ,” and then dis-
misses his audience with a benedic-
tion and goes home, as a rule, that sur-
mon has amounted to but very little in
its evangelistic results. But when the
minister of the Lord Jesus Christ can
go to his church members and say:
“Brethren, we must gather in the sin-
ners who are living around this church.
We must go out into the highways and
the hedges and compel them to come in.
We will tonight as soon as the bene-
di~tion has been pronounced have an
after meeting. As members of this
church we will distribute ourselves
through the aisles and buttonhole every
man, woman and child, so that no one
shall leave the building without having
a special invitation for this after meet-
ing,” there will be no disappointment
in the spiritual results. Why? Beecause
the church members themselves are
asking their friends and the strangers
to meet Jesus Christ in a specified
place at a specified time. General in-
vitations in reference to the gospel
banquet as well as to an earthly home,
as a rule, are worse than no invitations
at all,

The Fault of the Pevwn.

So, today, I lay the blame for the
lack of spiritual results in our
churches far more upon the pews than
I do upon the pulpits. God knows, I
do not believe that our ministers are
perfect men, but most of them are
earnest men, intense men. They would
do anything in their power to bring
immortal souls to Christ. But the

| trouble is when the average minister
| of the gospel announces an after meet-

ing, where sinners can be brought face
to face with Christ, nine-tenths, aye,
of all the

on their hats and go home. They will
not only by their actions refuse to

men and women who are sitting by
their side, but they will absolutely re-

| fuse tO g0 into the afte!' meeﬁllgs and | a8 these t“—o young men who came

[ into . Clay Trumbull's life.

talk with sinners who are frying to
find Christ. This charge which I make

| Bgainst the church members I make

not only against the laymen, but als,
against the church officers.
against the elders and the deacons an..
the trustees. I make it in the strengiu
of the overwhelming fact that ycu
dereliet chureh members cannot find a

' of personal testimony for Christ.

I make it | the resolution D. L. Moody made a

sonsecrated band of earnest church
workers. Yet you can find today
ehurch after church in our land that
is nothing more or less than a slaugh-
ter house for ministerial usefulness.
Their pastors will win great spiritual
succasses before they come to them,
and those pastors will win great spir-
itual successes after they leave them,
but while they are in those spiritually
dead churches the pastors will stumble
about blinded and helpless, as did the
mighty Samson, bound with fetters of
brass, with his two eyes out, grinding
about in the prison house of Gaza.
Those evangellstic ministers are spir
itually helpless in such churches be
cause the people, the common church
members, will not unite as a working
force and pcrsonally present the gospel
of Jesus Christ to the strangers who
come among them. Instead of derid-
ing and underestimating the power of
the ministry, it is high time for some
one to thunder a philippic against the
indifference of the selfish church mem-
bers who refuse to spiritually support
the pulpit, as the pew always ought
loyally to do.

The gospel invitation should be pre-
sented by the church members to their
friends and to the strangers wherever
they may be found, because the vast
majority of sinners never enter the
church at all. Therefore, If they do
not have Christ presented to them on
the street, In the office, in the railroad
trains and even in the kitchen, they
will never be invited at all. Mr. Beech-
er once powerfully said, “The longer
I live the more confidence I have In
those sermons preached where one man
is a minister and one man is the con-
gregation, where there is no question
a8 to who Is meant when the preacher
says, ‘'Thou art the man!” [ believe
Mr. Beecher was right when he made
that statement, but I believe he was
right even in a larger sense. The lon-
ger I live the more confidence I have in
those sermons that are preached where
one man is a minister and one man s
a congregation, because such a gospel
service can be held everywhere. It can
use the mechanic's bench for a pulpit;
it can have the iceman’'s cart for a
moving tabernacle; it can carry the
Bread of Life to the sinner who would
otherwise never be willing to receive
that bread over the pulpit desk. Be-
sides, the minister in such a case does
not have to be an ordained theological
student, but need be simply an earnest
consecrated layman pleading for Christ
with the sinner who is standing hy his
gide in the village store.

Saving a Sinful World.

If all church members were to be-
come earnest and consecrated evangel-
ists, it would not take very long for
this whole sinful world to sce the sun-
rise burst of the millennial dawn. Sure-
ly it would not be too much to expect
that one such evangelist as Mr. Beech-
er described should at least win one
soul a year for Christ, yet Dr. William
Morley Punshon, the great English
Methodist, once made the startline
statement: “If every disciple today
were to call only one person to Christ
each year and that one were to call
one other, how swiftly the world would
be wholly converted! There are today
millions of true believers In the world.
But if there were only 100 gee how
quickly the work would grow. In less
than twenty-five years the world would
be converted, for this would double the
number of disciples each year.” After
such an impressive statement, will any
one say that the gospel Invitation,
which can be given daily by the church
members, would amount to but little
in the salvation of a sinful world?

To show the Importance of a Chris-
tian layman’s work I cannot do better
in closing this sermon than quote two
illustrations from the personal experi-
ence of H. Clay Trumbull, the well
known editor of the Sunday School
Times. Mr, Trumbull's early life was
spent in Stonington, Conn. There a
great revival swept the town, and
many of the companions of his youth
joined the church, among whom was a
young man who was one of his most
intimate friends. For many years
these two as boys and young men lived
near each other, but his Christian
friend never spoke to him about reli-
gion. After awhile they separated.
Mr. Trumbull became an engineer in
Hartford; his Christian friend went to
Yale, but during his last year at col-
lege he sent a letter to his old chum
pleading wih him to become a Chris-
tian. That letter was the means of
gaving H. v.ay Trumbull's soul. In
his engine rcom, upon the receipt of it.
he then and there gave his heart to
God.

He immediately said to himself, “If
the personal work of a layman can do
go much in the salvation of an immor-
tal soul, I will never make the mistake
my friend made with me by postpon-
ing for so long a personal invitation
to another.” 8o, the same night on
which he was converted, Mr. Trum-
bull went to one of his fellow work-
men and tecld him he had been con-
verted. He urged his friend also to
accept €hrist. This friend turned to
him and said: “Trumbull, your words
cut me to the heart. You little know
how they rebuke me. I have long
been a professed follower of Christ,
and you have never suspected this,
although we've been in close associa-
tion in house and office for years. May

| God forgive me for my lack of faith-
personally extend an invitation to the |

fulness.” A e, may God today forgive

| us all, ministers and laymen alike, if

we have shown the same negligence

May
God teach us, one and all, the power
And
may we one and all be willing to make

short time after his conversion—*T |

| here and now promise that no day
i hereafter shull pass unless I have per-

: | sonally presented my Saviour to at |
great evangeiistic preacher who is ac- '

complishing any great good for Christ
who is not backed up by a praying, l

least one immortal soul. So help me,
Jesus, in my vow! Amen.”
[Copyright, 1902, by Louis Klopsch.]
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