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FARM CHATS, NO. l4.

he winter of 1879-Y will long be re-
wonibbred as one of the most severe within
the past hundred yours ; with vo frost in the
groand, and from pix inches to six feot of
gnow for a blanket for over four months
Not a spot of bare ground have | seen out-
wide of the warm side of buildings since the
wnow first came. Not a rainof any ameunt
for over four months, nnd not warm and
thawy weather enough in all the tima totake
the swow from shingled roofs even on the
warm sides, [ find the opinion goueral,
that the effect of the deep and long continu.
ed snow will be favorable to the gram erop
of the coming season, and 1 think there is
good foundation for the improssion. It is
an advantage to the aftor crop of grass to
bave the ground well coversd during the
winter. It is & great protection to the grass
roots, aud saves winter killing, 11 the spring
should prove fuvorable, and we get our usual
amount of moisture and heat during Moy
aud June, we shall be very likely to huva a
large grass orop,  Everything law beon
favorable to lsst fall sown grass, especiatly
that sown early, consequently we may look
for very hieavy burdeos of hay upon all such
lands. A good maoy of the fivlds that were
seeded to grnss in the spring of 1871, proved
to Le somewhat killed by the drouth of that
year, and lust season produced about ball and
hulf of clover und sorvel. [ thiok that all
such that ave w goud, or even fair coudition,
will pay for a few pounds of elover seed to
be sown this spring on a light snow, or while
the ground is froczing and thawing.  As the
hay crop is the crap of all erops, it is well
to look close alter all Darren spols, s0 a4 Lo
have no waste plages, There s many sn
old bound out field that might be cut early,
say by the 16th of June, sul then turned
over, and with a few lodds of munure spread
ou and harrowed in, would grow a fine erop
of Hungarino grass. It is worth & trial.

Wur Now.

Bratileboro, March 41, 1873,

P8, April 7.
in we huve had just the right kind of weather
to sottle the smow, ut lesst one-half, und it

Since this month came

now looks as if wo might still get the early
spring that we have heard so much about all
winter, But pladting potatoes or pess the
first of April has gove by, and we must wait
Some bare spots are to
be soent 1o the lots and the grass iy looking
finely on all such, IF the weather proves to
be just right after the snow leaves, the grass
will grow right along as it is alrendy niculy
started. Fodder holds ont well and stock of
all Kinddy, as fardn 1 huive seen, is comiog oul
fiuely.

ere we put them in.

- -
For Lhe Vensuse Fanven,

SUGAR MAKING AGAIN,

Though L am & female woman," a4 Fan.
ny Feérn ured to say, [ read with great pleas-
ure the pages of the Fausrn, and like it the
best of' any agricultural weekly 1 have evor
read. | bave been ioterested in the various
articles relative to sugar making, aod would
like to say u few words about tho mutter.

Ouo wock ago last Tuesday, the firat day
of April, our wmen began to tap our sugar
orchard, consisting of fourteen hundred trees,
lyiug in two bodies, about nivety rods apurt.
By the pext Monday night they had made
sugar and sirup to the mwount of one theu-
sund pounds, & pretty good record for five
days, Siuce then sap hus run but very little,
and the prospect is now for o wmall supply of
sugar this season. The suow was very desp
to commence with,—though uot nearly so
deep s it wias four years ugo this spring,—
it has settled very fant, nud now the bare
spots begin to sppear in the low and wood-
land, We have never tried the evaporstor
yet, but think we can boil quite as fust with
the areangements we have. We have two
urches, one cighteon feet long, the other is
smsller, contaiuing two long paus and a
waldron kettle set in the back wide next the
chimney. A large holder sota close to the
chimney, sud & gas pipe runs through the
chimney from this holder, whish In regulited
by & fancet po that wo can bave & stream of
any desired voluma, and the sap is conveyed
into the prus only as fust as it evaporates,
80 that they are always boiling, A siphon
of gutta peroha tubing conveys the sap from
the deaw=tub into this reservoir so that there
is no Jifting of #up. The sugar house s sit-
unted in the lower sugur orohurd so that the
sap in sl conveyed from the upper orchard
by leading spouts direct to the sugur house,
thereby maving # vast amount of lubor in the
baodling. The ssp from the trees that are
on Jower ground than the sugar house, is
guthered fnto n draw-tub,

Qur tress are nearly all second growth,
Wheo they were first tapped some iweuty-
five years ago or more, the suger was very
dark volored indeed, but it has improved in
quality as it bas grown older, and makes
very uice sugar. wow. It is true that ovr
conveniences are much jmproved sinve that
date, but that cannot be all the reason of the
difforence in quality, as with the sawe dous
venlences we made very while sugar in an.
other sugar place loss than balf o mile dis-
tant, Can any ove tell the reason of the
difference in quality of wugar from the it
tapping and sow? snd is this fact one of
common oevuarrence ¥

L ——

I have noticed that there i & large quan.
tity of niter in the sugar thin year, the first
sirup made depositing conniderable rediment.
Some yoara there will not any appear until af-
ter the first run. T think the niter does not
injure the flavor of sirup befure it granalates,
wod I profor my sirup which 1 pat up in
oans to b made thick enough in the first
boiling,. 1 like the Haver better than to Jet
it oool aud settle and boil over. ls thore
snything injurious to health in this witer ?
In there really more of it than thero used to
bo years ago, or have we learned that the
sediment which wa used to cull ashen is real.
Iy something else? I do not remember to
have evor heard the subject discussed t all
until within o few years,

We use mostly tin huokots, and would
prefer thom altogethor ; have used © Post's
Kurekn Bpout " some, and like it well. We
o not elaim wny superiority for our mode of
sugar making nbove many others, but think
there is more thun one way 1o do some things
right, Lavna Beronam Bovow.

Fayston, Vt., April 12, 1873,

For the Varwont Fanums.

1S FARMING PROFITABLE?

No one thing operates niore injuriously
to the interests of agriculture than the wide-
Iy spread and popular idea that farming is
not peofitable. [t is almost a work of supor-
erogation to reply to the charge that the
caltivation of the land, ax an occupation for
the mnsses of the people, 13 not a profitable
employment, because it is evident to all who
will look that it is from this sources that all
supplies for the sustenance of man and beast
aro mainly drawn, The art of agriculture
underlies all other arts, and sustaing them
all, Cesse the cultivation of the #oil, and
commerce, wnnu.l'ar.tun-s, all sciences and
wechnnic arts, and even breath itsell would
soon oease, This eannot be denied by any
ote with soutd common sedse,

The pursuit ol ugriculture as an ocoupa.
tion may not be as profitable under all vircom.
It may be
better for the people of o sandy tract of
oountry on the ses shore to turn their aiten.
tion to fishing, than to rising grain or grass,
or for those in a mountaioous snd rocky
country o make the waters of the valleya
tury their wheels to transiorm their forests
jute  various articles for household uses.
There may be ressous why individuals in all
towus should fnd employment io agriculture
less profitable than some others in which they
But with an average price
of labor, land snd implements, and with that
ol skill which the land demnuds of
all, we do wot believe thet msvy screw of
lund are enitivated at a loss when the erop
in not injured by blight, frosts or other ens-
unlty.  And il the laud iv well prepared the
farmer is pretty sore of a good erop; he
fuils ouly ouce in tew times providing he
farms in the right way.

We will vot say that farwing is the most
prefitable of all busivess, but you may take
everything into consideration and who gets
a better nod a more wsure living thay the
furmer 7 And sgain where is there o more
indepeadent set of men than the farmers who
raise their own living, ne well s that of the
merchant, the mechanic and the printer, who
are whelly dependeut on the furmer, indi.
reatly. Do not get discournged, young farw.
er, when you think of an old schoolmate who
has gone into » store or & shop or an office,
gl hus succeeded in rising to 4 promioent
position ;  just think where one ling risen ten
have fallen, nud  you would linve stood only
one chance in ten to have won the desired
prm:.

There is u place in the world for us sll,
and it is our duty to fill this place to the
biest of our ubility when once lound, and ey-
ery one has a natural jnolination for some
kind of business; some are natural mechanics,
others are better fitted for merchants, others
for lawyers, aud 1t is the duty of parents to
mark ull these vatural abilities and educate
their ohildrev accordingly. But we are
straying from the subject and will close.

Hinsax,

slutices na some other pursuit,

wmight eugage.

degee

Ne ln .ud Querios.

Sngar Making.

——+ 1 should like to ask the gentleman
who signs his pame W. H. W, from St
Johusbury, a lfuw question through the Pan.
sEn ; they may interest others as well as my.
sell. How are your pans sot? How many
pounds ean you boil in one day? How much

ood Lemlook wood does it take to make

00 {ba.? (I oall hemiock the best.) My
pans ure o little mualler than yours, and set
ono back of the other by a good mason, but
I could not boil in the sap from 400 (rees.
I tap 150 trees, and am thinking of putting
in & beater, My townsmen are using them
al & great saving of wood and time.

U, ¥, Laxcows,
Woodstook, April 14, 1874."

- ———eee

——+ 1 do not seo any space in  your pa.
per for inquries, [ would like to inguire
il you koow unything about the Ames FPlow
Company's steel sidehill plow? Ara they used
in your vicinity 7 Il so, how are they liked ?
I have pever seem ome of them, and do
ot know whether I should like them, If they
dre not hkod what sidehill plow is considered
the best o turn on woderately level land,
freo from stone? also ease of dralt would be
a great consideration. 1f you can give we
any information either by lottor or through
your papaer, it will be thanklully veogived.

H. H. Conting.

Johnson, March 18,
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The Bairy.
DAIRY FARMING.

A Paper Read By M. W, Vally of Pomfret,
AUEE Farmem' Mepting (o Bethel, Jan,
.,

The quéstion whether & man shallsadopt
dairying as-a specinlty or not is one hich
overy farwer must decide by consideriug
his sueroundivgs sud convepivnoes for sgo-
cessfully und profitably carrying on the bus-
inees, The esseutial fontures that make up
o good dairy farms are too well known and
understood to dewsnd o lengthy uotice, It
is desirable to haves rich und well watored
pasture, s meadow or mowing fleld that yields

—_— e _____

# good supply and variety of nutritious grass.
us for the support of our cows through our
long and cold winters,  Also that our barns
bo st loast measurably adaptod to the pur-
posvs for which they are to bo used ; sod
farthor that we be so situated that we may
bring skill and judgment to bear im the
making and sale of our botter, otherwise it
would be bent for usto sdopt some other
branoh of farming.

The next step is to prooure the best cows
for our purpowe. We bave from various
sourves rules snd dirootions for selecting
good oows, most of which are good, sud
some I seo good ronson to doubt. Our agri-
onltural papers sometimes ccntain speoifio
direotions on this poiot, often from the pens
of our most practioal dairymen. Frequently
ara the dircotions repeated : Uhoose » cow
with & wall udder, lurgs Seats,
Inrge and well definsd wmilk velns, fine hair.
delicate hond and borns, yellow skin, oto.,
and lnrge in size, heavy quartered, well
rounded, and mosted so that when she has
served her time st the dairy she will bring
o round price st the havds of the butcher.
Time and again has this advico been present.
el to us by our best and most experienced
dairymen,

It has beet stated by good authority that
the dairy cows ol this state have not improv-
ed ; that they are no better now than in the
past. That the yearly amount of bhutter per
cow has not ingressed nor the quality improv-
e, and it is well for ts to fnquire what con-
stitutes o good butter cow, [ view theso
constantly repeated requisites that your cows
be large, well moated, and rounded, with
disposition to take on fat easily, and atill ex-
tra butter and oheese cows, as demnandiog
more thau nature is apt to yield us in one
animal.  Men versed in animal physiology
tell us that whenever we find o polot of great
excellance we also.find inferiority in other
points,  For instance, with the hotse, we
cannot combine the qualities of the heavy
limbed, broud baeked, ponderous work horse
mnd the trim, fine knit race horse in one anis
mal and obtain auythiog hke the resalts in
draft or speed which esch is equal to in s
own specialty. Let us then if wo desire to
make buttor a speciaity seleck butlor cowa.

Uompstition has so affected the supply of
butter that we can cxpeot great profita only
by mwaking the prodi:ot per cow double the
nmouut ususlly considored the averge, amd
by so improving the quality as to demand
an extra price.

Oune of the reporters of the Boston mar-
ket says that he must warn the butter makers
of New Engloud for the third time that they
have a formidable competitor in the North-
west. A lurge supply of their butter is
finding its wuy to our markets ; 1t isof fuir
quality aud sold st a moderate price. Make
your butter of a better quality or you mast
expect a low price.

If our dairymen saw in the North-west
u cloud no bigger than a wau's haund, the
whole heavens are vow overshadowed, and
| from some source our markets wre Hooded
with ordivary cheap butter, and the cnly
hope for us ix to make cur quality sbove
und gut of competition with it.

The difference in bulter product between
n good sod & poor cow is very greal.

I was nequainted with two dairies of
three cows each ;

the owuer of one informed
me that sgide from milk and butter used in
his family he had sold from §40 to §50 worth
of butter. The other with tho same number
of cowa and nearly the same family to sup-
ply reccived 8300 for his butter, or $100
per cow.  Here In a wide murgin, Undoubt-
edly there was a difference in the wanage-
ment in those two dairies, and without doubt
s vast difference in the cows, IF we have
poor cows with all our labor and skill, our
nuighbor who has good cows in sure to beat
us by a large per cent, every year.

Lt un then in selecting our cows for but-
ter purposos, whether we adopt some one of
the thoroughbred varieties or our common
native stock, ot us have an eye uot to the
size, the well meated, rounded polots, not to
the amount of beol she will present to the
butcher in some futurs day, nor the ease
with whigh she will take on fat, but let the
test be the quantity aud quality of batter
sho will produce ina year. Make tho staud-
ard high and bring the dairy to it. Let ua
consider & moment largo cows. German ox-
periments bave shown us that cows in like
condition require an nmount of food to sup-
port lifo and health nearly in proportion to
thair weight
that woighs 1,400 she will require as much
mmie condition

For instance, if we have a gow

food a8 two cows in Lhe
weighing 700 each.

In other words, If ut pasture, the large,
slow, 1,400 cow has to perform the labor of
eutting double the amount of grasi to sus-
tain herself that the small, active, 700 cow
does, and when we consider that all we re
ceive from = cow in bulter or milk in the
rosult of what food she receives snd digests
in excuss of what her aystom demnnds for itw
support, does not the small or medium sized,
sotive cow stand the Letter chianece ef obtsin-
fng thin 1o wost pretores in this purt of the
state. A disposition to take on fat when not
in milk i cortainly desirablo, but when 1
find & cow in wmilk takiog on wn usdue
smount of fst 1 conolude that the oils she ex-
traota from her food which should come to the
milk pail and be reduced to butter she Is stor-
ing up on Ler body o the form of fut. ln
the first form it would be worth 0 conts or
more, and in the latter but 1%,

It han been showa thut o cow may be o
superior choeso cow, sod uot extra for but-
ter; and nlso, that a cow may yield & large
amount of milk, aud be vearly worthless as
n bubter cow ; aod & small amiount of wmilk,
and still be valuable,

Wa fiud, continually, farmers judging of
their cowa by the quantily of milk they give;
notwithstanding the facl, that the amount of
milk which it takes to make s pound of but-
ter varies in different cows, from four quarts
to twenly or more,

Ouo of my veighbors purchased w cow st

i (avge price, bocause she gave a puilful and

s balf of milk at & milking. After he bad
owned her awhile, and got bar wented Lo kin
fiolds and ways, he set her milk by itsell one
woek in June, aud made 2§ pounds of staff
that resomblod lard, ° -

When wo have supplied ourselves with
good butter cows, next in imporiance v a
liberal supply of food at all ssusons of the
year. Do not fail to have » supply of sow-
ed corn, osls, or something else, to feed at
night in the latter part of ummer  and fall,
eve if the pustare food is good. lu com.
paring notes with other farmar o the yield
of butter per cow, 1 am offen met with this
remark ;: » Well, the reason you get more

from your cown is, thut you koep (bem bet. | i

ter, nnd that is all there is to 16"
I should consider it just ns sensible, for

mmlluw-yhmbn"lhmm_

grind out menl in & day, in

put more grafn in the hopper.”

cow in s waching or mill, and this figure ap-
plies to evory owner of & cow ; he oither has
& good machine or a poor one; he eithor
suppliea it bountifully with the raw material,
or sparingly, and recoives his profits aceords
ingly. Cleanliness i one of the main poivts
to be observed in conductiog & dairy. Nob
only should the milk and butter be kept from
aotual contaot with filth, but from all foul
odors of barn or house, and here 1 am ro-
minded of' & remark made by one of wy
ueighbors a fow diys ngo. 1 bave a eopy of
the last daeirymon’s report, and L was glad fo.
seo the importance they attached to tho mats,
tor of cleanlivess, One of my neighbors ob-
served it.  When he retorned the book be
=aid that he did pot like it, ** they were too
pice” e noticed in the book that there
was  great danger of the milk pussing
through impure sir iv gowg from the teat to
the pail. * When a man gels as nics ns
that he don't live but & short time.” Bat
give me pure air from choice.

The cow is naturally o very clean nnimal
sud never lies down in the filth ubless obligs
ed o do so.

There is room for great improvemcnt in
the arrangement of cur stables, and | believe
the time | near at hand whes all intelligent
deirymen will have their cows ak elena in
winter ssin summer.

*And last, but pot least in importance, is o
uniform, kind, quiet, gentlo mapagemaent of
all cows and beifors. Auy sudden excite-
ment like foar, has & uiarked tendency, it has
heen shown us, to diminish the flow of milk.

If suy farmer has kicking, vicious cows,
he is responsible for it.  Younyg eows have
n natural itgtinet to preserve their milk for
their young und resist haviog it drawn [rom
the udder. Let us overcome this instinot
of their patare by kiodness. The cow takes
pleasure in being milked &hen there is o
proper understanding botween her and the
milker. T heard s conversation, a few duys
ngo, between two men ; one was telling the
ather of a vicious heifor ho had, that he could
not milk, and be fiuslly wan obliged to Tat,
The other, after hearing bis story, remarked
that he thought the beifer « wasu't whipped

enough." * Whipped enough,” suid the

other, <1 broke up every milking stcol on | ¢

the farw, and it didu't svem to quiet bor at
nll."
that the theory was right; ifhe had ouly been
more thorough, and fought it out on that line,
he was sure it would have been a sucooss

I reflocted that this civilieed and chris.
ting Jand of ours offers ns fair o field for mis
The
man who hus the care of dumb animals, and
{sals for them oo sympathy, who takes no
pleasure in their satisfaction and comfort,
loses one of the great enjoymunts of farm
life. To bim such labor is drudgory, sud ho
should tarn bateher at once.

We read that [n ancient times, amongst a
Larbarie people, the cow was held ns o ea-
cred unimal of worship ; and 1 would that
enaugh of that barbario customn might de-
seend upon us to temper down every species
of eruelty to our domestic animals,

But still the second wan maintained

sionary lahor as the Canuibal Islands,

Worticulture,

For the Venvony Fanung,
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Heform In Urape Cnlture,

Last full my grape vioes wore grubbod
up, and their trellises wore oleared away.
Thereon hungs » tale, Six or eight yoars
ago, when the grape wanis was at its height
over the whole land from Maise to Califord
vin, I csught the fever. [ traveled fur to
visit vineyards snd to it at the feet of rage
vinegrowers, | read evorything relating to
the subject which 1 could lay hold of. The
very word geape had s mysterious charm for
me, apd | found o faseination in attendiog
upon the growing vines.  Afl that time fee-
bla hot-house vines, with stoms uo lnrger than
a orow's quill, and » very fow roots contorted
with ngony st being compelled lo wander
from wide to wside in litile pots, were solling
at prices rangiog from fifty centa to five dol
lara; 1 collocted mwost of the best sdvertised
sorts. At that time Dr, Graot wis issuing
from lona lsland in the Fludson his wordy
catalogues, extolling in unmensured terms his
own new grapes, and drilliog our uow vine-
yardists in the precise and laborious methods
of vineyard colture whioh he had adopted
from French and German books. 8o 1 be-
enme a disciple of the dootor, and ohose for
my vines the borders about the house und a
vich plot in my garden. Tho soil wasa light
loam. It was nearly black with vegotable
mistter, nud was already deep from cultivas
ton; but followlng the precepts of our
grest nuthorlty [ trenchod the soll eighteen
inchea deep in the garden plot and throe
foot decp in my borders. Into the lutter
was worked & large nmount of compest, ele,,
but the garden beiug very rioh 1 hoped to
obtain fuir results there without so complete
preparation. I will nosw confess | was tirad
of ditohivg nnd wheeling wmanare hefors 1
got through with my borders, and wanted to
compromise with the doctor.

Well, in this soil bo prepared [ sot my
vings, und for severs! yeam tiained and

praned them with most consoiemoionn nnrd
10 the rules preseribed.  Yet searcely any-
thing evor camo of all this care and toll but
& mord), Tho viows in the duoper and rich-
¢ bordars died of dyspapain, or led & ainkly
Wfe pale from mildew. Those in the garden
plot were my wdmiration while they ware
yousg, so finoly did they grow and so broad
anif green mthtlr loaves; nod their few
fird clustors of frbit [ fondly nccepted an a
nise of abundant orops to come.
ut trouble oame, not grapes. The vinea
beyond my econtrol. HKach year they
glmh numerous eanes, twelve to twenty
long. These olimbed to the top of the
lis, and thenoe triled back to the ground,
g;l olagped hands noroms the alleys, so as
g provent passnge among them, [ removed
of the vines, but tlie next yomr it was
. Visitors exelsimed at my
o with grapes, and 1 stood wieh fhem at
a distango, that they might admire them,
Whenever they brought me near the vines
for & oléser oxamination, the absenco of fruit
demunded of me s humiliating explanation ;
and tholr rospect for mo an n  gardener was
always lowered. L learned to dread the
timo of the vintage, whon Mater Jamilias
hould Inquire for grapes, and manifest dis-
appointment at the light offerings [ should
only be able to briag, »o, as every means 1
employed for cheoking the growth of wood
and turning the foree of the vines to the
production of fruit fuiled, the reprosch be-
eamo intolerable, and the vines came out by
the roota,

Buch mistaken as this, made all over the
country, have taught us the roquiremonts of
our native gropes.  We bave found that o
dry soil, and ane only moderately fortile, fi-
vors their producliveness, Dry, gravelly,
slaty, or even olay ridges, or knolls, with the
soil well stirred, while they encourage but a
moderste growth of wood, are found to en-
sure the heaviest orops of friit; and in
pirch situntions the fruit will be of the best
fyuality, high flavored, aod abundant in su.
wl"our yours ago a neighbior, whose location
¥ u rilge of very compact alay, was in
doubl whether he could raise grapes. 1 en-
sotraged hith to plast them freely, and far-
aisbed hiw stroug Inyers, The second and
third years he had more frait than 1 had,
and the past season his vines bore an fiu.
niense Jond. [ bave a fow vines planted
about a ledga, which bear well; and in »
dry, gtavelly lowm, whore 1 am starting
anew, my vines give promise of the most
wutisfuctory hohavior,

With respect to the pruning of grape
viugs, wo have also learned much. The hab-
it of growth of our American species requires
thaqywe give more room on Wie troilis, and
lenve louger froitiog-spurs, than would be
aMowzbie with the foreign species. Canes
savarnl foet in length, to be renewed each
yeur, nre now advocated, At first [ em.
ployed Fuller's mothod of  traiving,—two
liorizontal armis branching from an upright
trunk st oue or two feet from the ground.
Tt 1 found this method entirely impraoti-
must cover

After the
vines get Jarge snd stiff it ia lwepossible to
gt them down to cover them without split-
ting and breaking them. U two or soveral
stems are brought up from the ground and
sproad over tho trellis in fan shape, they
may be bent down mafely.  This is the meth.
od novicos will most readily follow ; but 1
propose to start my new vioes with oue stem
kept at o very slight ungle with the surface
of the seil, sud to lead each iu the same di-

ble o this elimate, where we

our grapo vioes in the winter,

rection on the trellis, From this single
stem, continued indefinitely, or from its short
spurs, all the fraiting eanes are to be started,
When this stem reaches the top of the trol.
lis, mounting disgonally, it Is to be contin.
ued over the base of the next vioe, and the
young eates are to be allowed to fall vatu.
rally on eithor sido. Thus the necessity of
tying up the growing shoots in sumumer will
be ohviated, though there might be some difs
ficulty with a few kinds whose tendor shoots
are eusily blown off by the wind; and such
vines, after pruning, can casily be laid down
and povered,

So, lot us divest grape culture of (he mys-
tery and tho difficalty which was at first as.
sociuted with it, and make it as simple as
uny other eulture, so that the farmer who can
rujse a good crop of corn or potatoes may,
with the sawe reasonable care, (hardly more,)
enjoy with his fumily sod his friends & erop
of this most delightful fruie.

e

General Agmu lturt

LIME ON LAND.

. Qrothors, West Charitou, N. Y., wriles
o the New York Farmers' Club his experi-
voge with lime:  In the west part of Bara.
toga Uounty, for the last ball' century, lime
for farming has boen quite genorally used,
The aoil of our seotion is lonm, interspemed
with course sand, and somotimes small por-
tions of olay. We are what might be called
winll furmers, the amount of laod owned by
ench oultivator warying from 00 to 200
sores, and would average about 100 nores to
opoh farmer; snd we generally pursue what
is called » mixed husbandry. Wa have val.
uable quarries of blue limestone, and seversl
lime-kilug, which hold from 400 to GO0
bushels of lime,

I eame into possession of the farm that I
now ocoupy in the spring of 18#1. It had
beou reuted (o variows individuals for 18 years;
the woil lwpoveriskied by contivual plough-
ing vould uot raise 500 pounds of hay to the
norg.  Tho second yunr I put ou 200 bushels
of liwe upon two aud & half seres, and upon
tho other part of the fiold of two apd s half
noren, forty loads of barn masure. Ou the
I5th of Beptewbor, after the ground was
prepured, the quick-lime waa seattered upon
the lop, aud also_ the manure was sproad up-
on the other part of the feld, and upon that
part of the lot that hud been limed the erop
waa oue-fourth grealer than upon thal part
thut had boen wmasnurod, 'The next year

sowed with barley and soeded. Ou that part
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ol' llw fiold limed, the straw l'rlt strong snd
bright, and in ne way injured by worine;
the grain was hoavy and bright, and one-
sixth more bushols than upon the other part
of the field ; and for a number of years the
diflerence wan decidedly in favor of the limed
purt, Soon after I built a lime-kiln upon the
farm, and evory year up to 18732, have used
from two to four hundred busbels of lime.

I have wsed it in various ways, but [
think the correct way is to draw from the
kiln in the shell, throw in & pile in the field,
and let it remain antil it §s all slacked, then,
after the ground Is plowed and harrowed,
load into n wagon, and with u shovel sostber
ns evenly na possible, at the rate of filty to
soventy-five bushels of stone lime to the nore,

While amisny of my ueighbors are com-
plainiog of the déstruction dono by the worms
I have uot Jost one bushel of cors, or any
other kind of grain, in twealy yeurs by
worms, On land thut has been well lmed
the orops will not be disturbed by suoh troub-
lesome customers ah grubs or wire-worms,
We cousider it very valusble ua entering in-
to the straw, keeping the olean, bright color,
and also producingjhesvier grain,

From the closest cbservations that [ have
been able to make in the uso of lime for for-
ty yoars, 1 think the beuneficial effeots have
been seon upon land that has bad fifty bush-
els to the acre from sixtesn to eighleen years.
It enlivens, changes, and warms up eold
land, aud is peculiarly well caleulated to
produce u large erop of clover—and after
that erop 1 nover fail in getting a good erop
of corn.

I have sold o good article of stone lime ot
the rate of $10 per 100 bushels at the kil ;
but now with the increased amount of wages
to laborers, it cannot be afforded (burned
with wood) at loss than §18 per 100 bush-
¢ls. But at that rate, taking into sccount
tho various beneficinl effects, and the great
durability of lime in the eoil it cannot be
doubted but that it is far chespor than any
artificial maoures that can bo obtained in
the market, The most economical way is to
take muck ond make a compost, Take two
parts of good vegelable wuck with one part
of andlacked lime and throw in & pile. snd
soots the lime will warm up the muck ;  then
druw aod spresd just beforo the last harrow-
ing. The same land that I formerly got on-
ly about GO0 to 1000 pounds of hay to the
aore from, | now an. on an average, got
two tons. [ think the inoreasc is owing to
the use of lime.—Mickigan Farmer,
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HOW TO PLUCK POULTRY

That furmer whose pouliry is not troubled
with the gupes, that has not been visited
with the cbicken cholers, koows what it is
to prepare forty or fifly fowls for market,
since the praotics of sealdiog has been vetoed
by the buyers. [ have kvown persous on
murkot day to go out and kil u dozen or
filteen st u time, and bring them ioto a roow
whore there would be half a dozon women and
boys pulling & few fenthers wt a (ime, be-
twoen thumb and forefinger to preveut tearing
thom. Now for the benefit of such, I give
our plan :—Huug the fowl by the foet by o
small cord ; then with a small knite give one
cut neross the upper jaw, cpposite the cor-
ners of the mouth ; aftor the blood has stop-
ped running & stream, place the poiut of' the
knife in the groove in the upper part of the
mouth, ruu the blade up into ithe back part
of the head, which will cause a quivering and
twitching of the muscles ; now i your time,
for evéry feather )‘in!dn a8 if' by magie, and
thero is no danger of tearing the most teador
chick ; before he attempts to‘ﬂnp. you can
have him us bure as the day he cauic out of the
egg. Tho wise ones muy disouss the reason,
I only the effects.—Cor. N. V. )"ninmr

-

COOKING FOOD.

During & rocent conversation with an ob.
serving and skillful farmer, he said that by
soaking corn meal and then cooking it overa
slow fire for six or eight hours, the meal
would become expanded double in bulk, and
would feed swine twice as long as whon mere-
ly soaked in cold water. He had tried it on
a Iarge hord of swioe, and the experiment
was made in December.  The cost of the fu-
el must come out of the profits of eook.
ing, but this he had not determined.—Clowxn.
try Gentieman,

L

EARLY CHlCKENS

It in now timo for those who want to have
early ehickens, and purticularly those who
aro raising any of the pure breeds and expect
to send their chickeos to the fall shows, to
muke up their breeding stock for the coming
poason. It in u mistake commonly made at
this season of the year, to put too many egge
under & how, Beven or nive are enough for
the largest hen; for if she la 50 fortuoate as
to cover them all, snd not allow the outer
ones to get chilled, she will not bo able to
oover her chioks well during the long cold
nights of early spring. Itis particularly essen-
tial ut this season of the year that both food
and water nnd » dust-bath be placed where
the satting hons can have s convenieut nooess
to them for » short exposure at this season
chilly the cggn.— Live Stock Jowrnal,

LIME AND SALT.

Prof. Johnson rmmmll for fortilizing
purposes to mix ove bushel of salt and two
bushols of dry lime under cover, aud allow
the mixture to decomiposs gradualy, thus
forming chemicsl union, For this purpose
the mixture should be mude six weeks before
use, or still better, two or three months, the
hesp beiog turned over ocoasionally. This
salt and lime mixture, when applied st the
rate of 20 or B0 bushels per nore, forms an
excellent top-dressing for many crops. It
acts powerfully on the vegétable mntter of
soils ; 06 bushele applied to turuips bave
produced as lurge & orop as baruyard wa-
Lure.
in the oll, Like salt, it attracta moisture
from thee air, sod s useful against droulb
I decomposiug power is remarkable, and il
4 or 4 bushels sre mixed with a load of wuck,

Lt ia destruotive to grubs and inseets |

INFLUENCE OF STOCKS.

Colman's Rural says : An eateemed core
respondent in Ohio sends us the following
extraot, taken from the Oincinnati Gazetie,
nnd comments upon it aa followa: A faw
years ago [ out off and grafied about two
feet above the ground a lob of fivé-year-old
Oolverts an they stood in the numery rows
I grafted them with the Rome Besuty and
sevoral olber varioties. Those that have
come into bearing are producing larger and
finer apples than those grown on sdjoining
trees. 1 now have one Rome Boauty which
measures 12} inohes around one way, and 11
inches the other, 1 am sure the way to im-
prove apples in size and quality in to gmit
upon tha strongest growing varieties; and
where young seedlings are used for the pur-
pots, oue whole root should be used, instead
of outting thow up into wections us nursery-
men have been in the babit of dolng. o do-
ing this, only the strangest growing seedlingy,
such ns the Uolvert, should bo nsed. I hope
horticulturists will commenee exporimonting
it this direction.”

Lovelsud, O, Nov. 4, 1872.—In grafting
or budding on meadling stoeks, 1 consider it
bighly neccessary that the cfons or buds
should be tuken from trees that are hearing
the finest and best specimens of the variety
of fruit sought for—for T am fully convinged
from my long experience that fruit grafted
on seedling stocks will paWake more or jos
of the nature of such stocks. I know that 1
shall be met right bere with ohjections, for
#learned dootors ™ hold to the contrary. [
ingist, however, Ihat careful observation will
convinoe any man, ar any * commttee " that
what I have declared is correot, But it will
be revenled more plainly in some kinds of
fruit than others.

In sapport of what 1 have said, 1 will give
8 fow facts that have come particularly under
my obsorvation : [ once grafted an English
white cherry on a wild cherry stock, When
it came into bearing it bore cherries about
two-thirds the size of an English cherry, the
color of the fruit red, and the flavor near
that of the wild cherry, viz: bitter. Another
timo I took cions of an early May chorry
and grafted part of them on Mumeard atocks
and part on Morello stocks.  When the troes
caue into bearing the fruit was =0 different
that each kind might have been called a dif
farent variety from the other.

Any fruit grower can convinee himsell” of
the truth of this matter if' he will take ciony
from one npple trée and graft them inta
twenty different young trees in his orchard.
When they eome into bearing he will proba-
bly find that the fruit of any two will not be
exactly alike. In my own neighborhood 1
know mauy spple trees of our old standard
varietics, the fruit of which bhas become s
degenorated thut they can hurdly now be
identified even by the best judges of fruit.

L repoat then, that all nurssrymen und
fruit raiscrs should be careful aml select their
cions nod buds from trees in beariog, and
troes, too, that produce the finest snd bost
Hnvored i]n-n‘i:lll‘lus of fruit. M. Yousa.

L -

SEEDING LAND

Ll you have any land to sced shis spring,
suppose you try a purt of it without grain,
This practive scems to be gaining fivor where-
Ir
o rivh, moist piece of land that
ought to be wnde to produce two or three
crope o hay in n season, try orchard gram,
ot the rute of two bushels of seed to the
acre, with cight or ten pounds of clover and
a bushel of June grass. This is heavy seed-
ing, but if you will manure liberally you
ought to get heavy crops of hay—N. E.
Farmer.

ever iy is of more necount than geain,
)'I_iu. hn\'n!

>

‘MAP OF THE FARM.

Nothing will so much conduce to the adop-
tion of n system of working the farm as 4
well prepared wop, bung where iho firmer
can moe it every day. Lt will be sure to set
him to thinking and planning how best to
piteh his orops, and how best to work o saye
work. And once tho fhrmer adopts o system
of farming, he starts on the rosd to mecess.
It mattors not that the systom is not the best
that could be devised, %0 long as it is a sys-
tem it is indofinitely to be preforred to the
hap-hazard practice of many farmers. We,
therefore, udvize every réader who owns a
farm to wake at onee, or have made, & map
of it, and haog it up whore he can seo it ev-
ory day. And baving made it, study it.—
Rural Sml

THE
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INOREASE OF THE ORDER
OF P. OF H.

Que of the wost astonishing things in the
history of organizations of any kind, is in the
growth of the Order of the Patrons of Hus
bandry. Five years ago there were only one
or two subordinate Graonges in tho Western
States ; two years ago there were ouly about
s dogen in lowa, vow there are not less than
oloven bundred Gravges, with o wembership
of about GO,000; in Llivois about 800
Granges; in Mionesota over 150 Granges;
in Wisconsin ahout 200; in Nobrasks some
767 o Kavsuy perhaps 50; o South Caro-
line about 200 ; Mississippi 00 or 100—in
fuct it is difficult to keep up the progress of
the Order. For the past threo weeks wo
buve published an dvorage of 55 new G ravges
every weok, and in this wook's numbor there
ure about B0, We have had lotters of in-
quiry during the past ton days from the
most remole parts of' tho country, ssking us
shout tho Order, aud how to proceed to es-
tablish it in their states, including Maine,
Oalifornis and Texas. Verily the people
are awake sud sceking light, and the infor-
mation that will enable them, us producers, to
not togother inlolevating their own profession,
and securing their rights from their oppros-
gord, Io pearly thirty states the bauner of
ihe Order has been unfolded, sud the

stend.

.-

The man wost likely to make his mark o
the world,—Ous who connot write his own |

the latter will be thoroughly powdersd.

uRmo.

[ Wadies’ @epmtmmt

We partinwlarly devire ranlrlluﬂul " rh’o talumn
wupan all Oh.}fﬂl anrnﬂl!-' te aur lady readers,

l'ur the Vmon FPamuen,

A LETTER TO A FRIEND.

My dear Faith :

" There are foam-ambroldersd sosans,
There are litio wood-clnd rille,

There are feabls inch-high mpiings,
There are codars on (he hille

tiod, who sounts by soule, not siations,
Lovesand prospers you and mo

For to Him al) vain distinotions
Aro ae pobbles in Lhe sen.'

You complain almost bitterly of your pov-
erty, and I am not going to blame you for 1
find myselt doing the same somotimes, but
when Ilook with my eyes opon, then 1 ean
see, for ©* God who counta by souls, nob sta-
tions," loves you and me, ny, sud prospers us
too. Leb us see. We nlways hiave enough
to eat to satisfy hunger, and if delioscios dd
not often drop into our fare, our health ia all
tha better for it. Younnd 1 do mot have
more than one or two dressos, and those are
pever nioe ones, in & year, As for our hats
we wear them two or three seasons, trim
them anew with the old ribbon washed and
ironed spometimes. Kid gloves, “dear to the
heart of women " we never could afford to
buy.

Wo go to chureh, we cannot have the
conscience to atay away for clothes' sake, and
each thinks : * How shabby I am ! No one
oan oare for me or think 1 am anything " and
we shrink into corners, As for going into
company we don't try it much, but  ocoasion-
ally we are invited to a somewhat rare en.
tertainment, and we doclare we will not go,
weo have nothing to wear, but we want bo so
much, and finally we yiold saying: What
did she ark me for! Shke might know. 1 would
go, and 1 ought not to for ['ve not n nice
dress in the world," but stop, houest poverty
in mo disgrace; and us for those who think it
is, we do not eare for their opinion, and if we
have but little to spend on dress, we shall
learn that thero are things so moeh bettar
than dress,

And then books, and pictures, and flowers,
we could spend u fortune for these if we had
it, but there would be so many flowers we
gould not take good caro of, nor have time
to enjoy all of them ; now we koow aod
love each individual plant. OF pictures, s
muny there would not bo roow to hang them
all ; now we get u picture one yeur and a
frame for it the next, so whon wo do get itup
it is very precions aud o joy forever, Aud
books, iff we wero rich, 1 fear we should buy
more thaw would be good for us ; we should
buy everything, and read them so last as not
to get half their value. Now we get ouly
the best, we cannot sfford to buy trash, and
fénd thum thoroughly, and hold thetn in pre-
cions keeping over nflerwards,

But hardest of all we buve to work so
vonstantly, for we are poor, that our souls
don't grow. We gave up studying loug ago,
we nover hear leotures; we never travel, and
we ean't find wuch time to read ; so we aro
stunted and never get to be “eedars on the
hills,” but ouly * iueh-high wpliogs” O
thank God, who * countz by souls, not sta-
tions," that He loves, foves you and mo! But
our station though lowly is not to be despis-
od, becauss God placed us in i, and perhaps
it will keop us so bumble that we shull think
more of Liod's work than our own, and so
find our lives by losing them,

Truly your Friend, Eriorsa,

e
For the Venuonr FaAnuen.

HOME RESPONSIBILITY.

A correspondent o a late Fanmen asks
the question, Which is the worst, the murdercr
or the rumseller?

By the way N, L. 1), states tho question,
[ judge she would decide against the rum-
soller.  Without joining issue upon that
point, 1 would say that in my humble opine
ion the rumseller is not the only guilty party
in this business of manufhcturing drunkards.
The appotite for stropg driuk is very often
noquired long before the yiotim over visits a
grogshop. The seed s sown in the nursery
at their own fireside.  The country is looded
with quack nostrums in the form of ano-
dypes, cordinls, &e., &e., which are forced
down the throats of the little innocents, until
the system learns to depend upen the stimu.
Innts thusintroduged. Then theappotite craves
something of like nature, Heuce we can see
how cusy it is for thess children thus treated
to yicld to the temptations that are sure (o be
presented to almost every one sooner or later,

Again, the practice of giving them highly
soeasoned food and at unscasonable hours, isa
fruitful source of mischiclf by vitiating the
taste and causing an unostural and uncon-
trollable appetie, thus rendering them an ea-
sy prey to the “ snare of the fowler,"”

Again, beverages which are in constant use
in almost every community, which contain o
small percentage of alochol, and are deemed
by the muss to bo quite harmless, tend 1o
develop au appetite for something stronger,
un appetite that is not easily got rid of, and
when it demands indulgenes it requires more
staming and moral conrage than is porsessed
by the majority of young men to say no.

Who is respoupible for appetites formed
by uvaing alooholie liquors in cooking? In s
late pumber of the Fawiur I saw s recipe
for making minee pies, where to one quart of
upples one-half pint of best French brandy ks
used. Now let every family in our land
make mince pies after that recipe for one
generation, and if you don't at the end of

that timo find an iveresse of grogshops of
wore thun 500 per cent,, then L'mno Yaokeo
| snd will not try ,;uuu.iug again,
| I'm no apologist for the ramseller, but I
think there s n great deal of nmmunition
| wasted by not ﬁ erstanding the cxiet posi.
tion of the foe, Our efforts would be more
suocesstul if they were direoted to the root of
the matter, 1 congider the busivess of the
rumgeller anything but laudable, and would
| bave all the iofluence possilile brought to
boar agaivst it, AL the sawe line | would

| Granges bave boen eatablished. — fowa Home- | yave every mother in the land understand

her responsibility. Lot us sop foatering

appetities for strong drinks in the i

[ then may we see grogshops dimioishing, uniil

they shall all die for want of custemens,
ARviLLE.




