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Biarvation by exhauation of the soil is the
most eommon cause of the premature decay
of apple orchards. Like sther discases pre-
vention is easier than cure.

From Measrs Charles Millar & Son, Utica,
N. Y., we bave ciroular and pricelist of
cheeso faotory dairy spparstus and » full
line of dairymen's supplies

Mr. Robert Eiwell, Lavgdon, N. H., has
given notice that on March 28tk he will el
at public auction, his entire hord of
thoroughbred Shorthorn cattle, 25 in all,

We regret to learn that on nocount of in-
sufficiency of appropriations the professorship
of voterinary scienve, #o ably filled by Dr.
Noah (rossy, at Massachasetts sgricultural
ollege, has been temporarily suspended,

-

The farmers aud dealers in fertilizers have
had another mestiog at Middletown., About
200 were presout from Conneoticut, Massa-
chusetts and New York. The dealers oon-
ourred with the farmers in submittiog to the
analyses of the experiment station,

il —

President Olark has selected D. 1. Pen-
ballow and Wm. Wheeler, graduates of
Mussachusolits college, for professors the firat,
of chemistry and botasy, and tha latter of
engineering, of the new agricultural college
ho is to establish for the Japanese govern-
weot.

De. T. H. Hoskins, Newport, Vi. sends
wus the pinth aunual price list of the Moem.
phremagog Seed Farm snd Nursery. Par.
tion ordering treen or seods from this estab.
lishment can rely on their being true to
name and corresponding to the description n
the price list.

Mr, 8 E. Chamberlin, Wilwington, sonds
 sample of ' yellow aye” beans, from a fioe
erop maised by him last scason, and writes,
in » private letter, that they are a “bush
bean; prolifio, ripon in Augost, re-
markably free from  ‘blast,  every
pod in my crop being clean aud spotiess
though there wero frequeat raios while ripen-
ing; cook easy and are of pleasant taste.
They lead the quotations. What mors ean
be asked of & bean?"  Hia offer of seed for
our garden is gladly accepted.

—_————————

C. V. Riley, Missouri state entomologist
and Prof. Le Conte of Philadelphia, have
appeared before house committee on agricul-
ture of congress to urge the appropriation
for establishing & mcientific commission to
to investigate those insects which are most
destructive to orops, and devise, if possible,
methods for their destruction. Ile would
have three commissioners, to be appointed by
the oationsl ncademy of science, to be paid
& mlary of §5000 & year each and $10,000
foMchemicals, Vrof. Riley is confident that
remedien can be devised.

rar— — — -

White Schonon Osta.

Binee the letter of J, R. W, was pabli hed
in the Fanuen wo have bad many ioquiries
who itsauthor is, nod if the White Bohonon oats
are really as good as represented. AL our
specinl request nnd to save us farther trouble,
in making privata avawers, our friond, Mr.
James K, Walker of Sprisgleld (P. O.
Weathersfiald, V1) permita us to state that
he wrote the artiole reforred to, In & pri
vate note he sayn, *There is no bumbug about
the White Schonon oats, a8 you yoursell' do
koow, The farmers have been humbogged
po muoch with need oats and other things,
that I withheld my name thinking that this
too might be considered another advertised
humbug, and the writer anzious to mell his
crop at & high price.” Me, Walker's stata.
metts oau he relied on.

Feather Eating Hens,

Mr. C. H. Gilbert of Woloott, atates thal
his heas pull out ensh other's feathurs and
cat thew, sud ivquires for the causs and &
remedy. Wo have submitted his letter to
our poultry correspendent at Ssuth Aoworth,
who roplica an follows : (E».
Mr, Gilbert ia in troubls. There is noth-
ing that will make & man believe in lotal
depravity a8 quick as to find his heos pulling
feathers, and try to oure them. Various
reasons have been given—such as Inck of
animal food—thirst, eto,, bat heas that have
plenty of water and soraps will learn the
habit, Usually, heas that are kept confined
and are fed high, and have nothiag to sorateh
in, are the ones that pull feathers. Fowls
with crests are more liable to get at it, The
babit is easier prevented than oured. Hleous
need something bulky to take the place of
grasd, Rowen, elover hay or light corn fodder
wa'ce o good substitute, IT one hen begine
to pull feathers, seporate ber at once from
the flock, and if & common hes—eut hor
bead off at once. If valuable, cither bum
with a small red hot iron so her bill will
come together only at the point—aod
but little at that, or burn & little at the
poiut o she eannot hold on to the feathers,
It is best to wateh the hens and see how
they go to work. Bome will hold the feather
with the sides of the bill ; others will take
hold at the tip, Care must be taken to
buro only the thin edge or rim of the bill.
It will oot hurt them, [If Mr. Gilbert's hons
have all learned the habit he ean prevent it
ooly by burning the bill—Next fall he
should kill every ome of the old hens I
had a game pullet begin to pull feathers at
the poultry show (the cock is the oove they
begin on) and I kad to put & partition in the
coop. After I got home I put them together
not thinking she would go at it again. When
I fed the heos =t night the cockerol was
trimmed for fighting. 1 was wrathy, and
in » hurry, o I took my koife aod pared
ber bill. Sho has behaved well since. That
is the only case | bave had, but bave seen
pleaty of othera, Joux G. McKers,
South Acworth, N. H.

¥ur the Veawost Faussn.

Feeding Milch Cown.

For twe montbs past 1 bave practiced
foediog ut five in the morning. Hay Gt
and roots and bran, after the hay is eaten.
Turn out and water about eight and return
to the stable after & ahort time out for drink
and exercise ; hut not long unless the weather
is fine. I feed all the roots and brau for the
day at ove feed.

The secend feed of the day iaat 2 p. m,,

power ia nooessary to move it. Aod there
may be a trifls more of waste of tissues to
be restorad.

And yet tho differenoe in digestive oapacity
of animals of the same woight is so very
marked and there s 5o wide a variation in
the seorative glands which deaw from the
arterial blood the needed eloments, and oone
vert them into various qualities of mulk, into
bone nod muscle, and the various tissues of
the body, that the question of size, mo long
an extremes are avoided, is bardly a second.
ary cotsideration in selectiog o dairy cow
for the purpose of obtaining a large return
for food consumed. When dairymen sod
farmers get over the notion that in seleoting
cows for the duiry, it ia expadient to prosure
vows of any particular size, color, or broed,
the better it will be for them,

The good cow s u gross Teeder, whatever
bor wize or breed, II sho has sa appelite
which will accopt any food offered, so much
the better for the dairyman ]

Vor the Vansony Fanues,

I._mm from the Country. No. L

I the late agricultural meeting held in
this place, one of the delighted listeners
found his thoughts somatimes switohing off
the track of the discussions and taking no.
othar line, not opposite but after a short turn
parallal with the othors. *Does fermiog
pay.” scomed the key rote of most of the pa-
pers.  Leaving the disoussion of this peou-
niary poiut to those more able to deoide, 1
hope to be pardoned for taking snother point
of view,

Lt must be confessed wo must have » base
for our bhouses, a calling, » business and »
howe in order to live in comfort at all. Bat
the question is somewhat bronder and deeper,
How to live houestly, and with bonor and
uséfulness 7 How lo get the most of innocent
happivess out of cur short lives, whils we
got roady for the highet ooe] This was the
course where my thouzhts switched off the
track.

Is the farmer’s busivess favorabla to hon-
esty 7 This in generally a concedad point,
but how about mental improvement? We
potics in our own town not less than sight.
een or twenty young poople are sent up to
the normal school this winter in order to
supplement their common achool eduoation.
Mauy of them return to us ms teachers.
Some will go up higher. The farmers do al-
ford to éducate their children. In ossting
thought back a few years, ove finds farmers’
ohildren (now men) in positions of usefuloess
sod bovor in several states. Oaz a physi.
ciap, oho s publisher, one an artist, one a
superintendent of health in a eity, several
were officers in the latoc war—all honorable
men—not & black sheep to be found among
the absent ones, They will uot all surn out
farmers. ‘U'hat is mot to be expected, but
the education they geton the old farm and in
the old schoolbouse has vo sharpened their
wita and sobered their judgment, that wheo
the oceasion and tha work ecomes to them,
they are equal to 3t. There are vot quite
farina enough for them all, but thoss who
remain with we are 8 credit to their
ealling. Neocessity compels them to be wide
awnke the year round., Uur poor house, to
be sure, is in a bad way, Ope old lady
hires ber board thore because sho finds “tin
it a bome." HBut the regulars are less than
a dozen, nud every year growing less. We
have ueither lawyor nor physician, but theo
faw people aro sick, and very few go 1o law.

Grreal care is taken in the preparation of
seed and cultivation of potatoes for the prizes
sonually offered by B. K. Blis & BSoos.
Great quantities of fertilizers are applied.
Iu ove case, oo & black loam, formerly used
s & hog yard, & peck of axhes to the hill
was given, besides a top dressing of the
same, The pound of potaces was planted in
ffty-twe hills, two sets to n hill, three foet
ench way, the yield 970 ponnds, and at the
rate of 077 bushels per aore. Hometimes a
single eye is divided ioto ten sets. In one
caso » pound of seed made 240 sols, nearly
all of which grew well. Does not this mi-
pute division of the seed inpair the constitu.
tion and vigor of the potato?

hay ooly and all they will eat uantil four
o'clock, at which time I water and return to
& warm stable for the night. [ think my
fifteen cows do better by this method, than
to feed three or four times aa 1 heretolore
have done. 1 sell milk and am able to know
when the cows are doing their best. I con-
sider one peck of rools, one quart of ocorn
meal and three quarts of braa, together with

As for neighbors ; why, no one but & farmer
can understand what neightors meap. To
us the word has s ring to it, Nowitis a
bee to get up wood for a poor widow; pow
u frolic ealled a sewing boe to help some
fumily of childron to make up their winter
sewing ; now u turn and turn for watehing
where a man lies holpless for six mooths ;
now & funeral with the nsual well-meant of-

all the June or sutumn cut [rowen] bay they
will ont s good libersl winter faed for an
average mzed mileh cow. My mowings are |
all cut twice in the season. Would bo glad

to cut before it is fuirly headed out. Girass |
is not out too early but mostly too late. |
Cut it early snd out the second time, The |

Mr. T. B. Miner of Linden, N, J,, wriles
to the New York World that in producing
pew varietiss of atrawberries and other fruits

by bybridization suceess is the result of |

chance ; that the qualities of the parent
plants are not and can nob bo communicated
through the seed of the hybrid berry to the
plant grown therefrom ; and that the
choloest varieties of soedlings are produced
from the meanest sorts. Mr Miner attacks
with confidence tha rules laid down by sue-
cosaful hiybridists. It in easier to pull down
than to build. Aoybody can stone the
prophets, But it is not so easy to do their
work, The World mukes no comments on
Mr Mioer's lettor. Our own Mr. Pringle,
of whose work Vermout in, and hay reason to
be, proud, has demonstrated the fallacy of
Mr, Mioer'a slatoments,

—r - — =
For the Venwont FARNER.

Remedy for Pulling Wool.

In the report of the discussions ou sheep
busbandry at the Momfret meeting, I saw
that two remedies wero spoken of to prevent
sheop from biting and pullivg their wool,
neithor of which will fully eure. 1 have for
ten or iwelve years used corrosive sublimate,
and found it o sure cure in every inatance.
1 use for & flock of ahout seventy.five one-
hal!f ounce & year. If u fock of that pum-
ber pick badly perhaps one ounce might be
required. 1 dissolve ooe-fourth of sn ounce
in one pint of water; when dissolved apply
from » bottle with a quill through the cork
by putting u faw drops to the skio in several
places round where they pick. Owne sppli-
oation 1 have found sufficicnt for oue seasos,
if well done. J. A, Miunes,

Lebanon, N. H., March 4.

[Corrowive sublimate is an selive Pai.“,
aod should be used with care, marked poison,
and stored where no socideut can result from
it use.]

cheapest feed that L oun raise is dried grass |

aod fodder corn. Roots cost mo most but |

they nre very valuable. I shall raise more’

instead of less. Bran ia worth all it costs

for foed, and slso all it conts ss & fertiliver

alterwards, J.H, R,
Northfield, Vi,

Por the Vensony Fanumn,

ficiousness of proffered sympathy and help ;
now & wedding with all ita good-natured
jokes and fun; wow an anviversary with
stmall presents and good wishes ; nowa board
meoting which rauks ooly jost less than our
centennial, and was the greatest eveot of the
winter, All these incidents seem fresh and
new o us, bacause we have not worn-out our
tastes for wimple snd vatoural cogagemoents
by dissipation, but as farmiog is so honest
calling, and favorable to mental growth, &
propose (if your patience holds oul) to no-
tice bierealtor some othor adiavtages of this
particular business. iV,
[Does not our sorrespondent state the cane
rather strongly wheo she mays * ‘Does farm-

A Query.

1o some remarks appended to an arlicle
| from we i the Fanuun of March 8, you say
| that if your observations are correot the di-

gestive capacity sud temporament of the ani-
‘ mal exerts & greater iuflugnce over the amount
of food pequired to sustain life, than the
weight of the aoimal does, I graot this, but
uek if' the digestive power and t2mwporament
of the auimals are the same, will not the
smount of food required be i proportion to
the woight of the animals. Lo writing the
article the ides was Lo tako nverage snimals,
and as yet I thivk the premises correct.
Ixtremes of course oan be selected that will
destroy apny esloulstions. And unow, Mr.
Editor, if' your views do not coincide with
this, please explain the matter, as my objeot
in writiog thiais for informstion and improve-
ment oot for eriticism, 8. G. Fosren,

[There ia no doubt that weight (or sise)
of the soimal has an influence on the quan.
tity of food ncosssary to sustain life. But
we have seen so many small animals which
consumed more food than lsrge ones, with
wmaller results, a8 to sonvinee us that it can-
uot bo wafely laid dowa ne & prineiple that
the cousumption of food to sustain life is in
proportion to live weight. [t may be that
digestive capacity, temperament and all
other things being egual, the quantity of food

ry would be in properticn to live

i, of nearly s0. Becswoe it takes =
little more fusl to waintain the animal heat
io & uine buudred pounds than lu eight

ing pay 1" seomed to be the key note of most

of the papers”? Uol. Mead took

anything  but metoenary  view  of
“The opportunities for young farmers”

in  his  very eloquent wddress, lu

v Leavos' Prof. SBeely drew for us a picture,

in chaste colors, of one of the most refining

jufluences of Mec operation of nature's laws,

which the farmer has speoial oportunities to
study and enjoy. Mrs Whipple gave us in
choloest diotion, simple and well considered

direotions for a work enloplated to lift all

our previons womankind out of the weary
routing of housowork sud dairying, in her
fioe paper on “Window gardening.” Mrs
Wood showed us what & variety of refioed
pleasurcs may be found to vary the monotony
of farm lite “In doors.” And Mr. Vail
pointed out to us in his well turaed periods,
the great truth to muke a man, Dol =
farmer, is the office of “education.” While
Mr Safford opened the blinds oo the suony
wideo of farm life, io his paper oo “Farm
Bulldiogs."” Though Capt. Frenoh took an
eoonomio view of the subjest of “Piscicul-
ture as related to furmiog," his sentimonts
were clothed in such finished rheterio that
one, ut least, of his bearors, found himedll
charmed, and forgot for m time, that & ques.
f tion of musterial prosperity of the farmer wan
under consideration. Truo thero was pleaty
of burd common wense and practioal talk on
raising corn aod gras, feoding meal, select.
ing cows and making butter, shesp husbandry
aud feediog shoop for market, besides *pre-

"

hnﬂrd‘ _nll l_ lho_liun mou-;!f- mliu_

rl‘l;hnrynnuh.?'nda little Mapping of
the winga"” by the Amerionn eagle; but the
olaima of money making and those of iutel.
leotual culture aud refined and rational
oojoyment seamed to be protly ovenly bal.
nooed. Not that these subjeots wers any of
them exhausted, but worked up enough to
set the people o thinking oo them, if they
did not before. And to keop them thinking,
keep up the agitation, wo thet sction shall
result from thought, and needed improve-
ments in all thess respesta Le generally
adopted, must be the office of those who are
content to Iabor less obtrusively, Among
this pumber wo recoguized “H. V." nnd
shall be ylad of a coutinuation of her offorta
for the readers of the Fanuma |

For the Veswory Fanuun.

Top-dressing Dry Land.

Eorron Vimsowr Fanurn: lIn the re
port of the meeting of the board, at Roches-
tor, Fab. B and §), wo read that . H. Hab.
band “favored saving masvre for top-dress-
ing mendows that are vot too dry.' Now
we are pot sure what to infor from that re.
mark, e are more willing to think it 1
because the moist Innd oaneot be tilled so pro-
fitably, yot we are well awars that many far-
mer's objeet to topdressing dry land because
they say it “don't pay,” but I sm convinced
that it pays as well to top-drass dry land as
any other. Bheep improve anold pasturs
very fast by trp-dressiog the dry koolls, 1
have been well satisfied in using sheep ma-
nure, ashes or straw, oo dry land, but never
when L used moist manure the natare of which
in to keep moist, as it evaporates too rapidly
and soon hosomes worthless.

I well romember, when a little boy, that
my father spread some flax on the gras to
rol, but as it soon beoame dry, sultry wea.
ther, the flax wouldn't rot and remained out
soveral weeks, of course the flax was sun.
burot buk it proteoted the grass roots through
that dry weathor o that there was n desided
improvement in the orop on that little spot
for two or three years after, although little
or pething was ndded 1o the soil, exeapt what
grass might have nocumulated with the moist-
ure under the flax, proving to my mind that
brakes, leaves, straw or anything of the kind,
spread wpon the meadows s soot as the crop
in taken off, are of great benmafit in proteot-
ing grass roots from drought. H.
Waterviile, Vt,, March 6, 1876.

[Our own experiende in top-dressing dry
lands when the grass roots are thin sad fee-
ble, io other words when there is & poor sed,
iodicates that it is & vory uocertaio way of
using mapure ; the results are so dependent
on the westhor. When followed by moist
weather for a long time, tha benefit has been
sometimes satisfaotory, butin eases where the
applieation was sucoeeded by a drouth, there
has often been no porceptible benefit. When
there already exists a good sod, the soil being
fillsd with huogry roots, reaching for food, &
dressing of fine manure will be immedistely
beoeficial, In such osses the young grass
springing up under the stimulus of
the manure soen shades it and its
own roota from the sun. And yet in
every (nstance the results depend wpon the
weather and the soil, If the latter s wod-
erately dry but the weather 1s wot, the offect
of the manore may equal that on molst soil
in dry weather, other things baing equal,
Mulching with » Jight dressing of straw
or coarse maouue, if it is in such shape as to
be evenly scattered over the surface, vot in
lumps or flakes, protests the sod from the
scorching rays of the sun. The spreading of
flax on the grass may bave occurred in
very drying season, sod havesaved the grass
roots from perishing by the scorching sun,
while the sod on the adjacent land wan im-
paired by this influgdee, Or some [fertilis-
ing matter may have been shsorbed by the
soil from the flax, Who shall say 7

Our correspondent will note that we re-
gard the surfuce applioation of manures
grons Iands »a depending on woil, sod and
weather, sod that top-dressing very dry
Iands when there is & poor vod is 0 uncer-
tain as not to bear unqualified recommeoda-
tion. ]

- - -
For tha Venxory Fanuen.

What Gooseberries Bhall We Grow.

——

Maoy continue to deprive themeelves of
the pleasurs of haviog the goossborry in their
gardens owing, to & widespread wmisender-
standing that thore is in regard to it. They
ate all fsmilisr with the sppearance of the
old foreign kinds, that, covered with mildew,
sowmn to have oooaned thewselves in armour
to ward off attacks from the great destroyer,
man. This cunning mapmuvre, if it can be
80 called, suceeeds admirably, as the fruit is
usually lelt to bang oo the bushos simost un-
tastod owing to thsir very unioviting appesr-
aunce. But this need vo longer be the oase,
thauks to the oareful experimenta of some of
our Aweriean horticaltarists, Within a faw
yoars saveral wew seedliogs have been placed
before the publio, that fully make amonds
for the faulta of their Koglish cousios.
Amaong those for which I have the groatest
demand, and that [ Aod to be most desira-
ble are the following named varieties,—all
of which have copsiderable merit, sod are
worthy of more general and extensive plant-
ing.

The first to be mentioned—Downiog's
soadling”—was origiually brought to wetics
by the well-known smateur snd suthorily on
fruits, Charles Downing of this state. It is
w seediing of the “Houghion" to which it is
very much superior io sise and very much
wore acooplable for gavden eultivation, The
buahes are strong growers with stout, thick-
set limbs or canes, aod bave the habit of
rotaining their loaves uatil late in the full,
& merit that masy will appreciste wha wish
their fruit plavis to preform the doubls duty
of beisg ornamenta! s weoll as wseful, This
plant, as if to remisd ws of tho well-known
linow—+The richest pescis are wos from
the roughest seas," or “The swoetest roses
stagng the sharpest thorns are found,'—
scoms to have gathered together s super-
sbundance of repelling thorus to protect It

table kingdom.

thoir treasures.
haod if & little care is taken to raise th

muoch dreaded thoros will prove oear ski

“Houghtous.”

friends,

regular bearers and not affected by mildew

tively now seedling gooseberry,

mot ns the land of its birth.

upright form,
in the best situation mud given rich wnd

thorough ecultivation,
a desirable result for its treatment and will

tho season oan be very much
iug, is bardy and bealthy, and can certainly

den,

»Houghton's Beedliog "  This

hardly been befors the public a sufficien

tiveness gives it s very promivent place

use or markot,

hurdly room for suother. This sort

le-},

to mildew.

it is in the case of the “Hoaghton." With
fow femtures 1o make it remarkablg, it bhas

from the land its mighty Euoglish cousios

den.

ull kinds of soil il vaturally deep or wel

are worthy of cultivation.

growing them, It H, Hames,
Malden-on-Hudson, N. Y.

Manufaotures and Mining,

10 and 11,
Tho meeting was ealled to order by Col

J. B. Mead of the board,

Pitkin was electsd vice president,

did them little good as qualifying them fo
their oalling. Agriculture seems to be de
clining, aud the thrift and geveral appear

mako it interesting sod iostructive,

gard to ity being » farmen' wecting.
Hon, C. W, Clark of Obelses theo vead

the Work Bhop."
Mr. Clark's paper was considered ver
elaborate and instruotive,

highly soveted fruit. A little siratagem,
howavgr, in the way of using » pair of thick
gloves will readily prove the saperiorily of
mind over matter, or of man Sver the vege-
It in surprising what a foel
ing of equanimity and exaltation weems to
possess onie as thus snonsed you procesd with
perfoot saso to atrip the hostile plants of
When gloves are nol at

limba soparately with one hand, mesnwhile
picking oarefully with the other, then the

to friends, and what appeared to be rugged
moutiains in the way at first, will upon
mearor appronch turn out to be rounding
slopes,  The fruit of this variety s quits
lsrge, two or threo timies the sive of the
«Houghton," nnd i of excellent quality
either for cooking or table use. Their
golor—a pale green or whitish . green, and
wmooth skin with rib veins distinotly marked,
owkes them of speciul value lor a table
fruit, used either alons or interspersed with
their: more highly colored kinsmen, the
As the “Downing” becomes
more generally koown it will make wany
Its flavor, us well us juicy and ten-
der flesh will make it & favorite for family
use. Thoo ts abundaut folisge serves to
keep the fruit from being sealded or burat
by the sun, abd the shade formed helps to
retain the dampuess in the soil and conse-
quently inotense the siea of the froit, The
plants will bo lound to be sbundant and

“Qmith's Improved” is another compara-
A youoger
brother as it were of the “Downing,” as it
also was grown from the seed of the “Hough-
ton,” claiming, however, the state of Ver.
In habits of
growth it is similar to the *‘Houghton,"
theugh possibly a little stouter and of more
It is unusoslly productive
when well eared for, and should be placed

It will then show

well repay the extra care bestowed upon it
The frait is large, somewhat oval in form ;
of a pale yollow or greenish yellow eolor;
thin skin ; flesh moderatoly fine aod of ex-
cellent quality, not surpassed by nny of the
Amerioan varieties, The planta ripen their
fruit earlier than the others, and by planting
them with the “Downing" and ‘“Houghton"
extevded.
This also is free from the habit of mildew-

be called a great acquisition to every gar-

though
pamed last io this list is more widely koows
and more generally cultivated as yei thaw
either of tho other two, as the others have

length of timo to have their merits fully
kunown ; still the Houghton' is highly prized
by many wuotwithstanding i ioferior size
{small to mediom) as its wonderful produe-

and makes it & desirable varioty for bome
Its branches at times seem
to be literslly covered with frmit; one being
wedged in aguinst iw neighbor until thero 14
is
largely planted for market—the borrien be-
ing sripped while green from the branches
with gloved hunds, sy leaves or twigs that
may bo pulled off being afterwards sipara-
The fruit is roundish oval in shaps;
of & pale red color; skin smooth and sleader ;
flesh swee® wud vory good, The planta are
of vigorous growth ; braoches teuder and
drooping i bardy, healthy and wpot ivclined
We find upon observation, that
it is not ulways the great, but rather the
useful ones that do the most good, and leave
the world better thau they found it; and so

nevertheless, almost superseded sod driven

won hosta of friends, aud nearly revolution-
ized the cultivation of this berry in our gar.

The gooseberry ¢an ba grown on vearly

trenched, wod will be lound to be quite a
valuable addition to the list of fruits which
Obtain reliable
plants, sol them threa or four feel apart, eu-
rich the ground well, cultivate thoroughly
and you will be well repaid for the expease
inourred, and time and labor expended in

Meeoting of the State Board of Agriculture

At Chelson, Thursday and Friday, Febvaary

Mr. Fars Walker
of Uhelsen was chosen to preside, and Mr,

Mr. Walker made s fow opening remarks
in which be wpoke of the farmers as men of
loisure aud great readers, but that reading

aooe doos ot appear to be improving. The
work of the board of agrioultare in to awaken
an interest on these subjeots and to joaugu-
rata & spirit of improvement. They come
pow 1o bhold & meeting amoog us, and for
whioh we bid them & hearty welcome, Farm-
ors, [ assure you this is your meeting, and
we bid you to take a part iu it, sod help to

Mr. Hubbard seconded the motion iu re.
paper upon “The [lome, the Fireside and

He gave s de-
seription of the condition and dispositions of
wen i avcient limes, the commencement of
agrioulture, sod its gredusl modifioations
aad lwprovewents to the preseut lime. He

- ——— — .

told how the Inck of education has always
kopt the labariog olum down and subservient,
He {llustrated the superiority of mind over
mare bruts forco, After ahowing the im-
portance of the farwers to the wealth and
prosperity of any mation of the world, he
said, the question just oow seems to be
whether our young men will take the oppor-
tanity that is afforded them in securing a
high agriounltural eduoation, All edueation
must be addressod to s man's mind, but there
is nothing that is not wusoeptible of eduea-
tion, Whoover achioves much does it by
his braioa, The mind direocts aod the mus.
oles net in subjugation. [t ennnot be said of
otir farmors that they are not thoughtful,
bat they are slow to ses that good results
come ooly from long-continued thought sud
study. Nothing valaable in this world
comes to us without lsbop—Iabor dirested
by thought. Tho institetion of unien stores
by the farmers u fow yoars ago resulted in
failure and disaster for want of thought and
disregard of the palpable fact that every-
thing ie governed by law. As the falling
drop of water forms itseif into a globe, mo
averything is subserviont to establish an im-
mutable law,

After thia Geo. F. Smith of Washington
read & paper entitled “Who shall suscsed 7"
The tide of emigration goes westerly. Last
yoar 30,000 went from two lines of railroad
to ocoupy land, OF this pomber many are
Hwedes, kind and patient, and they form the
beautiful part ot the grand prosession, Then
. | there nre our German misters, joyfal and full
of bope, snd lustly the Amerieans, ready to
go anywhere if there 1o a prospeet of making
money. The West ia growing rich. It ia
estimated that every emigrant in efjual to
81,500, Cities and villages are growing
rapidly, no much so that they seom almost o
spring up io & night. Bat let us now look
at home and see what the prospocts are here
in Yermont, Ouar soil i not equal to the
Western prairios, where they crop year after
year without manure, but soil 20 foet deep
in vot wealth uoder all circumstances. Btrong
musoles and broad sores do not mecemsarily
produce the highest proapecta. Meotal labor
s the great producer. There in nothiog
equivaleut for braios, Here in Vermoot we
have no emigrants; we peed nome, Ver.
mont will increase her wealth by moral and
meutal acqusitions, Improved methods of
enrichiog the soil are goiug to be found out,
Boon nothing will be allowed to run to waste,
Vermont will not suffer in contrast with any
state in her power of producuca. Here we
have no drouth, no famine, wo grasshoppers.
We have advantages to invite capital and
Inbor. Who then sball succeed, the West or
the Hast 1 Young man, answer these ques-
tions, nod do it in your best judgwent. Do
vot say you bave oo home here in Vermont.
Remember there s room in the upper story.
Good qualities aud good discipline never go
begging.

Uol. Mead : I mm deeply interested in
what bas been read. Lot mo touch upon

one topio—education of the farmer, I have

thought that one-idos men have been of more

benelfit to the race than any others ; such as
Martin Luther asd Fulton, who have by

concentratiog their minds on one thiog ruled

the world. The times aod seasons seom to

call for nothing more thae systematio educa-
tion. The resources that are at our hund
are wonderful in their extent. The western

fever isnsomewhat abated. People are thiok-

iug more of the resources here. Why nol
turn our attenlion to recupersting our native

#0il 7 The West in not all composed of rich
land ; there are vast stretches of r.lo,ert poal-
tered bere and there, LI this be true, it is
all the wore important for farmers to turn
their attention to working up the soil of their

own state, Wo bave samples of whal has

been done in improviag worn-out land, [t is
our duty to avail ourselves of these experi-
menta. Lf it be truc that we can take a bar.
ren pioe plain, snd by spending §8 per acre
in chemical manures, bring it into a state of
ferdility, surely there is oause for encourage-
ment, Farmers should be more ready to

avail themselves of thess means, There are
many onses where mes bave doubled the
orops on worn-out laods in five years. I do
nok say that every one ocan du it withoul
experience, but there is encoursgement. 1
kuow that furmers have been pansing through

what they eall hard times, that they are op.
pressed by taxation and by laws. Pastures
are failing, nod the hay crop in some sectiony
has been dimivishing. Buat muach of the so-
oalled hard times they are responsible for,

Old settlers cavnot be ealled robbers for
cropping the laod too hearily without equiv.
alent returns, for they did not kvow bat the
soil was inexhaustible.
slthough thoy had rioh soils, wore obliged to
work at great disadvaotage. L we have a
poorar quality of soil, we bave as o offsct
groater opportunities for education, better
facilities of transportation, and improved ma-
chivery. Weowe it as a duty to posterity
to replanish uod improve the soil.

Mr, S8mith: I thought it seomed & good
ways Lo get to Chelses, but I have had a
very pleasant meeting so far. 1 have gaioed
vew ideas snd am muob iulereated in these
disoussions, Let us go oo and encourage
one another,

Mr. A, Chapmasn: L wish to state & sim.
ple fact in regard 1o our boys going West.
Mauny of those who went to Californis with
high sxpectations sre returning snd tell us
that they think they are better off here,

Mr, G. F. Bmith : Qoe thought i regard
to the proseediogs of our forefathers in ex.
bausting the soil. Mr. Mead thinks they
would ot have dooe it if they had kuown
what the results would have been. This is
contrary to history. In every new country
they first orop the soil till it begins to be
unfruitful asd then meve on, Bo it ia now

in this country, people sre going West for
richer moil.
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their notionn onr duty is plain. We must
take an entirely differant course from what
wo are pursuing, | believe that we can
maintain the fartility of our farms, that we
oay increase it, and that it can be done very
ensily mud very much to our advantage aod
profit. (oe way is to save all the fertiliz-
ing watter on the farm, We waste too much.
L am guilty of it oo my own farm, but I sm
golng to do better in future. Wo are not
raising oorn to sell ms wa were once. We
are compelled to stop this and buy corn in-
stead. Thia is good for our farms.  Avother
way o inoresse the fortility of our soil is to
raiso thowe orops that do not exhaust ita fer.
tility too much. In regard to Mr. Bmith's
question as to whioch shall suecsed, the Easm
or the West. 1 am glad he stands up for
VYermont, I believe there is no state that
offers grester inducemonts for the farmer
than Vermont, _

Col. Mead : Have any of yom made ex-
periments with human oxcrement as a fertil.
izer? Do you know how Japan has kept up
such & denss popalation for so long u time?
It is by saviog and applying human exere-
ment as oue great thing. The amouat of
waste in thin respact in this country in im.
wense, and the diseases owused by scoumu-
lating filth is daplorable. It is one of the
worst breeders of fovers aod kindrod diseases.
I havo seen privies that have not been olesned
out for four years, I have sern the manure
composted from a family of eight persona
suflicient to eorich four nores of land Bt for
any crop. Thore is more waste, disease,
sickness, death aud tronble resulting from
accumulated filth in cellars and sround
dwellings than from sny other cause, 1
koow of farmers in Vermoot, who have not
cleaned their cellars for two years. You
know that vegetabls decay is one of the
worst causes of disease, 1 know of a larmer
who took L5 barrels of dried muck to his
privy, and had the slops of the house pnumd.
on, nod thus made a compost eapable of en.
riching land for four seres of corn without
any othor applicstion.

Mr Huobbard: When [ preached that
Vormont was superior to the West, they
asked me il L had been there, 1 have pet,
but 1 kuow a good many who have been there
and would now be glad to get back. I
know the case of a neighbor who took 160
seres of land in Kansas, He had s good
farm woll watered but no wood, Thuere
ware no stones ou it and soil eight feet deep.
Ooe good thing ia thoy dou't need any stone
wall for their ceilars the ground is so hard.
Evorything grows there with grest rapidity
but thegre are many thiogs to prevent a good
vrop.  When he had been thers six years he
bad only two crops that came to maturity.
Sometimen they have s dry wind that burns
everythiog right down, aod frequeatly the
grasshoppers interfore with their prosperity.
When everything is favorable they have
enough to eat and that is all. Every one
olse is supplied and thers 18 no sale,

Mr. Smith : 1 have been West. [ went
out with bright prospects, aud was delighted
at first and thought I would soon send for
my family. But one morniog I went out

four hours, but I do not % whore 1 oan
find them now. But'l wast s horse that
will do it if ocoasion requires and nlso be
good to work. 1 erossed this mare spoken of
with the Hambletonlan but did not produce
anything near ita equal.

Mr. Smith of Washington: 1 am sur-
prisad to find that the Morgan horses are
valuable for speed for my observation is
that good workers are not usually good trot-
ters,

Friday Afternoon.

Mr, Bwith of the board was roquested  to
speak on butter which he did as follows :

We want to know how we oan make the
most mooey from our cows. Some want 1o
make butter and some chewss, aod that isall
well. I shall allude chiefly to my own ex-
perisnce, 1 bave kept a dairy for a vum-
ber of years and have made cheese till within
about fivo years. My experionoe iz that 1
bad rathor make baiter than ohoese, I have
realized more profit with less Inbor.  One rea-
son why I dislike to make ohoese in beonause
it requires so much mors labor to take care
of it and frequently we are obliged to sell in
the season of the year when the markaet is
low. Lo ecass of buatter, after it is made we
can pack it aod let it romain tll we are
ready to sell. I bought a set of Jewett pans
for 100 cows and used it four years. Then
bought & set called the *‘sompariment pans.”
They are nice oo aceount of the convenience
of handliog » part of the milk at a time. 1
skim the milk when sweet and wse it for
feediog purposes. Lo using theso pavs you
oan have water at the ends and sides only
if you wish, I do not know as you can muke
any more botter by their use, bus they save
one-balf io Iabor. L do not kuow as we cun
make n better quality of butter, but we ecan
make & uniform quality which is a great
advantage when you come to soll, 1 chuarn
the erenm at & lower temperature than some,
sy 52 or O4 degrees is what | generally
bave it, It requires more labor, but I
thiok it pays in a bettor quality of butter.
I use the Sanborn churn and like it well.
There is o danger of the dairy business bes
ing overdone, nnd Vermont is an exocellent
atate to earry on the business or any othar
depariment of agriculture. 1 went West
onoe and satisfied myself in regard to this
matter, 1 tried buying cattle ono time,
thinkiog I could get a living essier that way,
I got my friends to mign with me to get
$1,000 from the bank, then 1 bought ecattlo
and sheep, and drove and hallooed and run
all summer and in the fall when 1 got my
retarns I found 1 was obliged to take 81,000

that 1 bad laid up to pay my poftes. This
satisfied me, and 1 went back to farmiog,

Mr. C. H, Habbgrd then spoke on the
“Grass Crop.” We can increase the grasa
orop without commertial manures batter than
any other orop. The amount of grass cut
per mera is not hall what it used o be in
many cases. The question is, how shall we
iv ercase its production ?  First, by topdress-
iog mowings, This is the cheapost and
most expeditions way, This must ba re-
stricted to meadows where there is already a
fair quantity of grass roots in healthy con.
dition and also where it is not too dry ; other-
wise we shall be greatly dissppointed in the
result, The manure used should not be

after one of those drizzlivg storms, snd look-
ing back, my tracks resombled the footprants of
elopbants. My stowach immedistely began ‘
to fvel badly and I took the next train Kaat,
and have ever since been contented here,

Mr, Barnes of Chelsea : Thers aroe two
sides to this question. 1 am koowiog to a
oase where n man went West and made his
fortune, sod would uot come back for the
best farm you might offer hi,

Prof. 8¢ely : o regard o the offensive
accumulations around dwellings, certainly if
they are detrimental to health and also so
solublo as fertilizers there ought to be great
enre taken in properly disposiog of them.
Mixing with dry earth is an excollent way.
I use it within my own dwollings sud i’ ar-
ranged properly all odora can be entirely
prevented.

C. G, Pringle: 1 have tried to devise a
plan to save and appropriste all the slops,
leached ashes, bones, ete, and I recommend
a large cemented reservoir where the sub-
stances can be composted and mixed with
dry earth, lo this way o large amouat of
yaluable masure could be oblained, sod, at
the same time ull offonsive odors would be
obviated,

At the Thursday evening session two pa-
pery were presented, one by C. G, Priogle on
“(Grasses,” aud ooe by Prof. Seely oo

“Lieaves,"
Friday Marning.
A papor was read by J, H, Mead of Rat-
lnod on “Sheep Husbaudry," followed by

Our grandparents, | man of Middlebury,

Mr, Hubbard: Whether our forefathers
realizod the fact that our soll was capable of

ane on *Horsea for Vermont” by A. Uhap-
The above papers have
been previously veported. Next was &
paper by Mr. Hemeuway on “Morgan
Horses." Mr. Hemonway said that this was
the bowe of the founder of the best Mor.
gao borse. The origoal Justio Morgan was
ol before used, was fourtesn hunds high sod
weighed 50 pounds, was durk bay eolor
with black logs, wniu aod tail, Some of
the charaoteristics are, eyes small, very fine
sud set rather wide apart snd pleasant ex-
expression, chest deep and wide, legs short
sud equal joioted, wuscles lurge, hair short,
soft and glosy. Their fvet and limbs wre
faultless nod they are dovile and* powerful.
Their last characteristio is speed.

Mr, Hubbard : 1 believe in good breeds

coarse and lumpy for in this condition it
will lay on the ground for years and not ben-
wfit the grass to noy great extent except what
little is washed into the ground by raina and
there it reaches cortain portions, Sceond, by
plowing up and reaseding where the gruond is
dry sud the grass all run out. In parts too
rough und stony to plow to advantage put on
five manuro in wet time and sometimes plas.
ter can be used to advantage, but pot on™
all goile, Plaster does best on clover, 1
use from a bal bushel to & bushel of plas.
ter per nere and apply it just after the olo-
ver starts from the ground. I recommond
plowing and reseeding with manure, without
raising any other orop, in order to get over
the farm quicker. I consider ten loads of
good manure per acre & fair dressing where
nothing but grass is sown. Al what season
shall we o this ground in order to have
the seed aprout and grow 7 Some farmers think
they must sow grain with the grass to sbade
it, but this is not necessary. 1 prefer to
sow it a# soon after haying as possible but if
it happens to sprout and then comes on dry
waather, you lose your seed. RBat this can
not be nvoided. You can sow as late as
November and get & good crop. But do not
sow clover in the fall by any means, it istoo
sensitive to frosl, [ is ot necessary Lo har-
row in yeur weed if you sow early. When
you sow herda grass Iate, you must mow
high the first year for the roots aro not sufli-
oiently established to stand e:gunura to the
heat of the sun and dry weathor. A peck
ol erds-grass, ten pounds of clover and =»
bushel of red top, mske a good mixture per
sore. Clover is very valuable on nocoont of
ita taking so much of its food from the air,
June grass 1 consider best to feed to cows,
but it must be cut in June.

Mr. A. T. 8mith:  Give me good herds-
grass and clover aud L can get aloag vary
woll with any other kinds,

Mr. Hobbard :  Mr, Bmith does not mean
that farmers are lo confine themselves en-
tirely 1o these two kinda for there are solls
adapted to differont kinds of grass, and far-
mers will do well to msoertain the adapia.
tions, Orohard grass in good for moist land
nod way take the plese of swamp and wild
grass. Two or three orops may be cut in
one sesson, Hungarian grass will grow and
matare in ffty days, and may be used when

rain has died out. Some people grow fud-
ﬁer vorn, but’my objection to that is that it
takes u groat dosl of manure and it is u great
labor to barvest it, Fodder corn should be
allowed to wilt before fed to cows, or it will
eause thil to give watery milk. 1 do wot
believe in wp-dlmqu heavily enoogh to
smother the olover, sod in regard to rowen
it is better to mow it off early so that it can
start aguin before winter than to let it rot
on the ground or feed it off. Lo regerd to

of all kiuds of stock, but vot in breediog to
#ell st faney prices. 1 believe the farmers
of Vermont ought to improv: their stook by
importing thorough-bred sires.” 1 havo been
ioformed with great truth that the oattle of
New England might be doubled in value io
five yoars without incressing tho numbers or
the eost of keeping, by simply improving the
breeds, and 1 believe tho same is teue in re-
gard 1 hiorses and shecp.

Col. Moad : I beliove it is possible to
get baok 10 our former breeds of horses.
We can beat the world in horses of all work,
We have got to have horses of all work in

being exhaveisd or not, we ought to realise
it now, and whatever views we may take of

this country. Before I weot iuto the army
1 had & horse that would trot forty wiles in

curing bay it should be jast dry anough not
to heat in the wow and so that it will come
out green in the wintgr, )

Bpacinfens of varions kinds of gras ware
then exhibited by C, G, Priogle and romarks
made upon them, Afier thin Col, Mead
read his paper on “Opportanities lor Young
Farmers"”

()u scoount of the wosther it was thought
best 1o omit the eveaing sestion, The presi-
dent, Mr. Walker, thea thanked the board
for favoring them with thelr presevcs and
instructions, sud oalled upoo the sudience to
thiok over the various subjeots diseussed, and

ractios thom in their experivnce, Ha thun
rnntd the mwembern of the board and people
from » distance to refreshments provided in
the grange ball, as it bad been during the
weotings, sud which was greatly sppreciated,




