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| BATTLE ON
HOME RULE

Separate Government Will Be
Established if Parliament
Passes Bill.

Ooo

By JAMES A. BEDGERTON,

HE Irlsh have beon looking for-
wiard to 1012 as “Ireland’s year."
Home rule is at last promised
by the Britlah government, and
the power of the house of lords has
been 8o curtailed that its expected veto
will be only temporary. FPremler As-
guith is reported as saying that he can
force the measure through within two

yoars despite the peers' opposition.

It has been nearly twenty years since
the last Gladstone home rule bill was
dofeatad in the bouse of lords, the
first one of seven yours earlier having
been beaten by a slight margin in the
commons. Much of the bitterness hos
panssed out of the fight since those days,
due in some measure to the fuller dis-
cussion and the modifioation of ex-
treme views on both sides and In part
to the fact that the measure proposed
today is not so radical as that brought
forward by the “Grand Old Man."

The cause of home rule s much older
than Gladstone, however, or at least
than Gladstone's advocacy of it. In
the beginning he was In opposition.
The fact that it had sufficlent vitality
and merit to win him over and to re-
duce to impotency the historic house
of peers that stood In its way ls an-
other evilence of the power of truth
finally to triumph ovef all obstacles.

Back In the elghteenth century Ire
land had a parlinment sitting in Dub
lin. This was ended by the act of un-
fon, wlich became effective In 1801
Irlshmen have always clalmed that the
Dublin parlinment which adopted this
act of union was bribed.

The agitation for the restoration of
the Irish parliament has grown in vol-
ume during the century that has inter-
vened. Danlel O'Connell's agitation
for the repeal of the unjon back in the
fortiea was a forerunner of the modern
movement. O'Connell succeeded I hav-
fng a motion to dissolve the union pass-
ed by the municipal chamber at Dublin,

In 1871 Isaac Butt entered parlla-
ment, and with him the real home ruls
cause begnn to take form. Butt was
considered conservative, however, and
the more radical Irish members finally

~ drove him to resign.

The movement took definite shape in
15879, when Michael Davitt, one of the
most beloved of Irish leaders, induced
Charles Stewart Parpell, Ireland’s
foremost statesman, to accept the ald
of the revolutionary faction and push
the project as far as possible. Mean-
time the house of lords refected a bill

favorable to the tenants. Thils action
was followed by a serles of boycotts |
and demonstrations in Ireland that |
was quelled only by a campalgn of |
wholesale evictions and arvests. Par- |
nell himself was incarcerated ns one
of the chief Instigators of the uprising.
but his imprisonment did not canse
him to cease operntions in orgnnizing a
concerted movement. In 1882, while
be was still in custody, Parnell enter.
od into negotiationa with W. E. Glad
stone for the purpose of securing jus-
They were compelled
taking of any definite
matter by the murder of
Lord Frederick Cavendish and Under-
socretary Burke in Phoenix park.

In 1888, when the resulting bitter-
ness had lessened to a certaln extent,
QGladstone introduced his first bill for
the establishment of home rule and de-
livered a famous speech in support of
it. The bill was rejected, but Glad-
stone and Parnell, undaunted in thelr
purpose, set about the formulation of
another home rule program. Thalr
preparations were again Interrupted.
o it was the scandalous reve-
the private life of Parnell,
| become mixed up In the

by his magnifi-
behalf of the Irish, sue-
bill passed by the
only to have It
£ lords.

ohn E. Redmond.
thait the Irlsh leaders

up their propaganda and

opportunity. During the
the Conservative asceud-
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and bas gince maintained this
Mr. Redmond has often beep
States appealing for
on his work, the cry of
'‘American dollara” in one of the re-
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| the past they can have safeguards

‘| 'With the approach of the re¢onvening

AGAIN FOR |
IN IRELAND

Contest That Has Been Wagei
Since the Days of 0'Con-
nell Is About to End.

-

0o

plded with the Liberals from cholcs.
When the budget was defented by the
house of lords an appeal was made to
the country, and in the new parlia-
ment the Irish Natlonalists held the
balannce of power. This was a com-
manding position, and Mr. Redmond
wis dubbed by the opposition journnls
the dictator to the government. The
ounly terms he fnslsted on, however,
were that 0 home rule bill sbould be
given rtlght of way as soon as the
budget and the veto bills were pagsed.

The Ulster Uprising,

Throughout this long campalgn Red-
mond has taken advantage of every
recesd to appenl to the people, ad-
dressing grent audlences not only In
Ireland, but In England, He recently
spoke to a great meeling In Belfast,
where serlous trouble was for a glme
threatened, not so much against Red-
mond as agalnst Winston  Bpéncer

By tho government was given ont'm'
Iy before parllament gathered and in
its maln features i as follows:

The bill provides that the Irish par-
Nament shall have full eontrol of cus-
toms and excise, but provision will be
made for the continuance of complete
free trade between Epgland and lre-
land,

Ireland is to recelve for fifteen years
an annual impecial sabsldy of $10,000,-
000, after which she will make contri-
butions to the lmperial expenditure
Imsed on o percentage of her revennen,

The Irish parllament will consist of
two houses—a legislative council of
nbhout Afty mpwmbors and a legisiative
nasenbly of 103 members, The counell
will Luve o susponsory veto on legisla-
tion. In the event of a dlsagreement
Liet ween the two houses after the see-
oud rejection of o bill by the gouncll It
will bo submitted to the two booses,
deliiernting and votlog fogether, and
adopted or rojected according to the
doecision of the wmnjorlty.

Teohind o1l entinge to be repvesent.
ed lu the tmpedinl parliament, but o
greally diminlsbed npumbern,  The Irish
pariiament b 1o bave no control with
respect to the vy, army, militin, for-
elgn polley. colnnge. military camps
und coaxt 1zhiting and wiil be forhild-
den 1y estabiish or endow any religlon
or denl with sny vellglons it ter

Accorline to the forecast, It Is uoder
stood tha| the Irish eonsinbulary will
bhe controllel 1y the Imperinl authori-
ties for s porjod of twelve yenrs,

Thin ks n rether fowe and limited
forin of hore mie. necording to the
stondards of Glodsrone nnd Parnell,
I hretand olll not have even

Tnder

Churchill, first lord of the admiralty,
whom the men of Ulater charge with
belng a renegade, Lord Randolph

MW INSTON CHURGHILL!

Photo of Premler Asquith by American FPress Assoclation.

PROMINENT FIGURES IN

the powoers of ra Ameriean state. 8he

will heve ¥y or nnvy of her own,

PREMIER ASQUITHY

THE HOME RULE BATTLE

Churchill, father of the present minis-
ter, was opposed to home rule and
gave the mlogun, “Ulster will fight,
and Ulster will be right.,” That the
son should now appear on the other
slde of the fence filled the Ulster men
with several varleties of wrath, which
was Intensified to the bolllng point
when they heard that he would enter
Ulster to speak. Rioting that might
lead to n civil war was threatened for
a time, but saner counsels prevalled.
Had a hostlle demonstration been
made agalnst Churchill, as Jooked cer-
tain for a time, Redmond wonld have
shared the danger.

There are still mutterings of rebel-
lion among the Protestants of Ulster
If the home rule bill becomes a law,
but It is belleved that such safeguards
can be thrown around the civil and
religions minorities that any serlous
clash can be avertad. Lord Randolph
Churchilll's shibboleth of “Ulster wiil
fight, and Ulster will be right” ia still
heard, bowever, In the morth of Ire-
land. In response Mr. Redmond has
repeatedly sald that “if Protestants
are not satisfled with experiences of

placed in the bill {tself.”

Mr. Redmond and other Irlsh mem-
bers have Impressed upon thelr andl-
ences that what Ireland demands is
mot separation, but “the right of man.
aging her own local affalrs In a sub-
ordinnte parllament, subject to the sn-
premacy of the imperial parllament, a
demand that has never been made by
any community of white. men In the
empire and refused, oxcept.in the case
of Ireland.”

of parlilament on Feb, 14 the fight has
grown warmer. Hvery one understood
that the chlef jssue of the session
would be Irish homa rals, and both
sides prepared for the supreme strug-
gle. Arthur J, Balfour, former londer
of the Unlonists, even went wo far as
to denounce home rula as “polltioal 4.
locy.” When former premiers get to
the polnt where they call namen think
what must be the tensity of feellng
among the underlings!

A forecast of the bill in preparation
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THE AGE

even the Irish constabinlary remaining
under the control of the lmperial par-
lament for twelve yenrs, Every other
self governing English colony has the
right to malutain an army and navy,
to enter into negotiations, upon the
consent of the Imperial -government,
with all foreign nations on all econom-
fe subjects, to have ita own coinage
and to care for the lighting of its own
consts. These are all denled to the
proposed new Irish leglsinture,

Intended as an Experiment.

The one feature prominent in the
proposed plan is that it 1s an experi-
ment. The grant of a subsidy of $10,-
000,000 per year for fifteen years, the
imperial control over the Irish constab-
ularly for twelve years and the fact
that the blil fs little more than a char-
ter subject to namend ment or repeal, all
show its experimental nature. If It is
found to work well the subsidy will
cease in time, ag will the English con-
trol of the constabulary, after which
Ireland may be allowed to stand on
bor own feet. This modifiled home
rule is far from Independence, far even
from complete local autonomy, yet it
Is an eanterlng wedge. Under it Ires
::.m:: mmm; will be In her own

nds, such a beginning she will
be in a position to gain other polnts in
future. :

This suggests one of the chief ob-
Jections to bome rule urged by Mr. Bal-
four. In the case of the United States
or of the states making¥p the German
Wlﬂ“h‘n pointed out that the move.
ment been from separation to fed:
aration which was™in the direction of
unity. Buot in ‘the cuse of Ireland it
wotld be from unity to federation,
which would he in the direction of sop-
aration. It s hard to think of.an Irish-
man shedding tears over the prospect
of separation, since many of the Trish
leaders have sought for this very thing,
but such an ontcome 5 remote. Ire-
Inod will be as’oanipletely subject to
the tmperial paplfament ps at present
and will have a less ‘Poloe.

- Howevaer. sho will have her own par-
Hament aad will contrpl her own
fatrs, and that i= much, | .

L

Smallpox in St. Johnsbury.

All the .ohurnhes, public aéhan'n,
public library and the ¥, M. O A,
roome in St, Johnsbury have been
oddered closed for an indefinite time
and all public gatherings forbidden
as a resnlt of efforta by the board of

health to prevent a further spread
of sinallpox. Ten cases of the dis-

ease have appesred. in four different | i
families. © JElm Tree Press

HUMOROUS QUIPS

A Memento.

I gaze upon it long with feelings tender,
That witness mute of her who left it

thare.
I--.I:-mﬂ- war plump or slen-
Ty
And had she suburn, brown or golden
halr?

Bomance awakes, and countiess dreams
u“a;ttn;. duale is filled with thoughts of
And h:::‘ my soul o'erfiows with deepest
To ::lﬁ:. ‘tb. doubts that set my heart

Lo, avan yet the atmosphere !s laden
With parfuine falnt that thrills me ke
ald wine!
I would | knew, ah me, the dainty malden
Who came and went and left that single
sigmt
"Tis plain some smiller hand than mine
bas fingered
The very spot whereon my hand I lay.
Perhaps my one trus soul mate here hns
Ungered
To drogin of one without whom life ware
Emay! ,

Xeot, after all, it may be 1 have wasted
A gonuins, Intonse, poetio thrill
Porhaps some “fright™ bas laft it Ihere,
well 1asted— .
That wad of gum stuck on the window
nill} -

—-Puck.

Any Port In a Btarm.

In a northern sesaport town there is
a wealthy but llliterate man who owns
many vessels and follows thelr conrse
uvver the seas by ald of a large atlas
nnd a ten horse power magulfylng
klngs,

“I've just had a letter,” he sald to n
nelghbor, “from one of my captalns,
and be tells me he's been in a fearful
storm. I'll read you from this letter
what puzzles me, He says:

“'The waves rose llke mountains
We were driven before the wind to the
danger of our lives and put into great
jeopardy.

“What I want to know,” sald the
shipowner, “is where Is Great Jeop-
ardy? It's somewhere in the Mediter-
ranean, but 1 can't find it on this ma
auywhere."—M. A. P. ]

Then He Bolted,

At a gurrison ball @ newly arrived
Heutenant, wishing for a partner. was
affered an Introduction to a young lady
wf large proportions, He declined, say-
‘ui e would just ns soon drag a cart
abont the room, The lady, who chanced
tn e the colonel's daughter, heard the
romnrk and secretly resolved to have
her revenge. - Later In the evenlng the
yanng officer discovered the fact of her
Lofng the danghter of bis chief apd

houghe It well to refract his former
refusal, On belng presented and sollc-
iting the favor of the next walts, she
vonlly bowed snd sald, “1 thank you,
mt | sm mnch too heavy a cart for
duy donkey to draw."—New York Mail

Hia Nerve.

“By George, but that chap Kirby ia
Indepéndent! I never before met a man
whio ciired so little for another person’s
opinion of himaelf as he."

“What's his latest declaration?”

“Why., he walked brazenly Into a
fushionable Broadway haberdasher's
and wsked to be shown some shirts
with detached cuffs."—Satire.

Soeing Double.

Conductor—We'ra travellng in two
soctions tonight.

Slightly Intoxicated Passenger —
Thatsh right. Justh what I've been
trying to tell m' friends. Of coursl
you are, and I ean see both mhections
of you, too, conductor.—Judge.

Practically Minded.

“Am I required to exchange wed
ding gifts In the department from
which they were purchased?"

“Not at all,” said the foorwalker.

“Thank you. 1 would Hke to ex-
change a rose jar for a frylng pun."—
Washington Herald

Revenge.

The Milllonaire—S8ay, you scem to
toke a special dellght In loaling on
chat job of fixing my bathroom. }

The Plumber--You 'bet your Itfe I
do! You're president of the compnny
that sold me ice all last summer.—Bal-
tmore Sun.

Bometimes Needed.

"Why do you have those glars cases
with ax, hammer, crowbar, étc.. on
these carn?' asked a traveler on the
raliroad going to New York.

“0Oh, those are put there in case any

l.medlonn man.—Youth's Companion.

When the Sleaper Wakes.
Bhe—What did you mean by kissing
me when I was asleep In the ham:
mwock this morning?

He—I only took one little one.

She—You didn't, 1 counted at least
seven before 1 woke.—Fliegende Blat
ter, -

Our Tra H

“Come to d!nmmm;?.ﬂ"n got
A new cook.” ShAUSS :

‘“Sorry! 'I've got an engagement to-
day, but I'li come tomorrow." ;

“No use; she leaves tomorrow.”—Bos-
m' T el —— s T &

Bounds Like It

New German Governoss — Zo much
for zat great genius. And vat also Is
%e NAME of Be OXReT greal genlus diway
goupled in our minds wiz Schiller!
* Regioald—Chirybdlse.—Punch. -

. Nuturally.
"The bellef In real eatate Inveatment
ia spreading. Inn't fei™ S
“Well, It s gaining ground.”—Baly-
more American, ;

1

publishing & menthly paper, called
**The Vermont Scout,"” the first issue
bearing dute of January, 1913. The
boys are to issue this once a month
for fivé cents p copy or ag centsa

year; and the paper will contain
scout news, stories, items of interest
and will have in each numbera

letter from Byron N. Clark, the state

scout commissioner. Py

. v - lJ‘A

.
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one wants a window open,” replied the

" The Rutland - Boy Scouts are

_lw m‘l 0, “lm

THE WORLD OF
SPORT

Hatch Sure of a Place on the
Olympic Team.

| eversywhere.

8idney Hateh, the Chicago Marathon
ronper, who won the Yonkers (N. Y.} |
ran Thauvksglving day, I1s oue of the
veterans of the game. He bas won
five or six Marathons and besldes holds
o record of running n hundred milles in
16 hours 7 minutes 42 seconds,

It was his fifth attempt to win the
Yonkers run, and he was always In the
first ten. Hatch will undoubtedly rep. |
resent the United States In the next)|
Olymple games ot Btockholm. ’

American Yachts Abroad.

Britlsh yachtsmen and yachtsmen of
the continent of Rurope have had
many opportunities In past years to
gee the best of the American bullt ves-'
sels, and the visltors from this country
to the other slde of the Atlantic have |
always attracted much attention and |
the models of the yachis have caused
favorable comment. Long ago such
craft us the Henrletta, Vesta, Fleet-|
wiog, Sappho, Dauntless, Corpnet and
ln more recent years the Vigilant, En- |
dymion, Ingomar, Atluntie. Hildegnrds
and Westward crossed the Atlantie,
and some ‘o! these made remarkably |
fast passages. Beveral of them. nota- |
bly the Vigllant, Atlantie, Ingomar
and Westward, participated in the re-
gattus, and all were successful. The
Westward captured every race except
one In which it saifled. and that one
was a bandicap, and the yacht had lit-
tle chance of success.

it
New York's Baseball Plants.

More than $2,600.000 is belng spent
on new baseball plants for the fans of
Greanter New York, New stadinms are
either under way or under contempla.
tion for the Giannts, the Yankees and
the Brookiyn Superbas., These and
thelr cost are: Giants® stadinm, $1,000,
000; Yankees' new park, $850,000,
Brookiyn's new park, $760.000. With-
in o year the three flelds in Greatm
New York will be able to seat 110,000
fans in one afternoon. The Polo
grounds will seat 50,000, the Yankees
new park will seat 30,000, and the sta-
dium to be erected in Brooklyn will
accommaodate 50,000,

Would Head Off Our Athletes.

The foresightedness of the governing
athletic powers in the United States in
taking advantage of thelr knowledge
as regards prepurations for the Olym
ple games in Btockholm this year ap-
parently has many of the enthusiasts
of other countries busy devising ways
and menns for putting a stop to the
wionlng career of Uncle Sam in these
world's champlonship events, which
have since the arrival of n new epoch
along such lines In 1800 gone to the
credit of the track and fleld men coach
ed along systematic lines, which ob
tain in the United States.

English Oarsman Gets Jewel.

Ernest Barry, the English profes
slonal sculling champlon, was recently
the reciplent of a handsome sllver cup
and a diamond ring In recogunition of
his three victories for the Roglish
senlling  champlopship, which swere
gained over (. Towns of New South
Wales. W. Albany of Lea Bridge, Eng
land, and W. H. Fogwell of Australin.
The first success was on Oct 12, 1008,
when Barry established a record for
the Putney to Mortlaké course, and the
last on Sept. 11, 1011,

A Bred In the Bone Tiger.

Princeton university's football eap
taln for next fall's eleven. Talbot Tay-
lor Pendleton, is surety » born “Tiger.”
His great-grandfather was a member
of the class 6f 1706, his grandfather
wag graduvated in 18356, and he had
uticles In the classes of ‘33 ‘dnd 'S4,
Pendleton’s fathar went to-Weast Polnt,
but prepared nt Lawrengeville, the
Princeton prep school.

South Africans Take Up Hockey.

An artificial lce rink buas been opened
In Jobannesburg, the ceremony con-
nected” therewith being performed by
Lord ‘Methuen. The structure covers
an aren of 40,000 square feet, the fea
surface being 180 feet long nnhd 80 feet
wide, The club bhas a- membership of
!LO& Hockey ia to be played therethis

ter, b o

" Bharlock Holmes. 3
“Drowned! Evidently,the poor: fal
ow conldn't swim.” —8t. Lonls Times,

A Qot.rich-quick QOffige.
name inscribed on frosted wiass.
typs machine, an aubirn (sas,

.Sl)'lllng thl-‘:hcr 17-yearuld son
Hermon sleeps a4 hours a day and
in the laziest hoy on earth, Mva. Ida

| haven't got a witeh in this common-

McGray of Chichgo caused the lad’s

THE WITCH OF
DAHLGREN

A Witch ln Fancy, but Net
In Fact

«d that the appuaritive T had ségn was
that of some craged person, Neverthe
loas there was an alr of mystery aboot
the whole matter, and the village gos
alp concerning the so calied witch de
tormined me to stroll pround thers late
In the evenlng. 1 did sv neur mid
nlght and was rewarded by a strange
alght.,

“Just as 1 paused in frout of the
lHitle bouse, which 1 could locate only
by a glint of lght from one curtained
window, 1 bheard the trampling of
horses' hoofs and there broke from the

| tangled growth o froot of the house

By CLARISSA MACKIE
WA

The three travellng men drew closer
around the hot stove i the parlor of
the little hotel at Dahigren, Pa.  Ben
ton, the cignr salésman, was contin.
uing a4 conversation that hnd begon at
the supper tuble a short while before,

“Geotlemen,” he sald lmpressively,
“I know it sounds mighty Osly, but 1|
octunlly did ses what they call “The |
Witeh of Dahlgren! ™ |

“When?" asked Cooper, the clothing
druommer, |

“On my last trip to this forloro |
hole,” was Benton's caustic reply. ’

“And thot waa?'—

“Last April. It's a short story. Want |
to hear about 1t [

“Yes, go nhend.” urged the 1hlr(li
member of the group, Joel Gifford,
who represented n great wholesale |
grocery house, He was a tall, unod!
looking, quiet sort of man, well Uked
There bnd been u trag-
edy in Lils lfe which many had guess
ed at, but few koew the real facts In
the case.

Benton passed the clgars around and
lighted one for himself,

“Now, gentlemen.” he begun, “plense
understand that 1 shall not feel in the
Jeust offended If you do not belleve
what I am about to tell you, but it
really happened to me In this town
Last April I arrived here In the regu- |
lar course of my travels and pot up ot
this sanme hotel. 1 was the only guest
that night, nnd after supper I got to
talking with our host, whom you may
have slzed up to be Just what he ls--
a narrow minded country bumpkin."

“You're right” nagreed Cooper
promptly,

Joe! Gifford smiled and shook his
bead. *1 can't express an opiuion,
Benton, becajse 1 haven't seen the
chap. This {s the first time I've cov-
ered this territory.”

“Yon haven't missed much in not
making his nsequaintance.”’ growled
Benton, cootinuing his narrative, “As
I sadd. 1 fell into conversation with
Linden nnd asked him a gueation that
had been on the tip of my tongue for
several hours—in fact, ever slnce [ had
heard n woman threatening her chil-
dren with the wrath of the old witch
on the crossronds, “You certalnly

place town? 1 asked him jokingly.

#For a moment he was sllent, and
then he stroked his long binck beard
and muttered: ‘We certalnly have, Mr,
Benton. The crossroads is a good place
to keep away from.'

“*Why? 1 demanded.

“ ‘Becnuse there (s an old woman
there who can work a charm.or cast
an evil spell over anybody. Man, 1
know It!'" And the old fellow got quite
exclted.

““You're joking,
Inughed.

“He scowled like the villaln that he
must be from his looks, *‘Mr. Benton,
when [ tell you that thnt womnan has
ruined my life you'll understand that I
know what I'm talking about. 8She
ought to have been hanged years ago—
that's the way they dld with the
witches in the olden days. If 1 had
my way she’d hang high now! And
he fell to mutterlng to himself and
cursing. ) »

*‘Guess I'll go and have a look at
her,” 1 aald half jokingly,

“‘You better not,” I was warned.
‘She keeps a gun and winged Mason
Smith when be got drunk one day and
nttacked her house, Just opened her
window and took alm, and Mason
went around with his arm in & sling
for three months after that.'

**Is she an old woman? I asked.

* ‘Must be' was the reply. ‘Halr as
white as snow,’

" *“Where did she comé from? I in-
qulired,

" ‘Nobody knows. Suddenly appear-
od in that little deserted house on the
crossroads about five years ago, Nev-
er comes out in daytime, but I've seen
her face nt the window, and some say
that she rides at night on a snow white
horse. | don't know whether to be-
Heve that or not.”

“‘You might as, well belleve the
whole thing while you're about it, my
friend,' 1 grinped at him, and I im-
medintely went down £o the crossronds
and took a stroll alopg the lonely way
that cut through dense woods. Why,
they mwust be back of this hotel!”

Benton paused to relight hls clgar
and to midrvel for a moment cn the
iden that had jost taken possession of
him. Then be resumed: *About a mils
down the road I saw a lomely little
house—more of a cubin than a house—
Bet back In the woods and overgrown
to the very door with underbrush.
Smoke curled from the chimney, and
I was gtaring at the windows twhen all
nf once n face appeared at one of them.
I counld not see whether she was young
or old. but the face was white as o
sheet and on either side of It hung
two heavy bralds of snow white halr,
The great dark eyem were turned to
ward me, and fwo arms were lifted
.elther in supplication or malediction,

“For an Instant | was rooted to the
spot, and then 1 rubbed my eyes In
Jhnderment. for snddenly she jerked
backward. almest g If some one was
behind her compelling ber awny from
the' window. - Sbe dlsappenrsd from
view, and | walked on. quite convine-

Bill Tinden, 1

Woman Insured Far $1,200,000,

Mm. Charles Netcher o'r Chicago (a
the holder of the largest amount of
Jife insurnnce now carvied by any wo-
man, Bhe had two $500,000 policles
and has just taken out a polley for
$200,000, making the total amount
now carried by her $1,200,000,

The vavy department sent a
wireless message from Honolulu to
Mare Island; 2098 miles, and thence
to Key Weat, Florida, 2 miles, a
total of 4303 miles. S 4

a dim white shape thut 1 kuew to be

| & horse and a suggestion of dim white

above that 1 was coonvinced must be
the face nnd bulr of the witch of Duhl-
gren. Beslde ber rode n black bulk
that must have been another rider ou
a black horse, and for the Instant |
thought the witch must be riding with
her master, the devil himsglf,

“I had 1o fall back In the bushes to
snve myself from being trampled upon,
so furious was thelr dash into the road
They turned anway from the village
towurd the open country and disap
peared. Gentlemen, 1 was curious
coough to remulo there untll their re
turn an bour later, when a pale moon
peeped from the drifting clouds.

“They were riding slowly now, and
the woman was pleading with the
otbrer rider, a man, I dould see her
wringing her white hands, and her
volee, o low, aweet contralto, did not
sound llke that of a deranged person.
Her accents were cultlvated, but the
man spokée roughly in reply. and !
heard her break into sobs as he bhus-

| tled ber townrd the house and they

disappeared beyond It, Later 1 heapd
the crashing of bravches as If the

| horses were belng led off through the

woods back of the hut, nnd, now that
[ think of 1t. it must bhave Lbeen b the
direction of this hotel™

Benton frowped as he opened the
ftove door and tossed o the'end of
his clgar, *“I've often felt that 1'd
like to Investignte the mntter. You
see, 'T had to leave eurly the next
morning, fud this is the first time, 1" ve
gtruck this town sioce then, but my
firdit question when 1 met a man I
kuew was, 'Is your witch stlll here?
And he sald she was, There's a mys-
tery Io the matter, | sonuse’— Bebton
panused and stared thougbhtfully at the
toe of his polished boot.

"HBecause"— suggested Cooper lmpa-
tiently.

“Because the volece of the black
rider that night sounded mighty llke
the volee of mine host here, Bill Lin-
den,” returned Benton In a low tone,

Joel Gifford aroused himself from
the half lounging positlon he bhad as-
sumed when Benton began his narra-
tive, and. although he had been n
close llstener to the story, hls own
thoughts must have made a sad run.
ning accompaniment to the tale, for
his eyes were full of troubled reminis-
cence,

He lfted his eyes to the mantel-
plece. where nan old fashloned mirror
hung In such a positlon that It reflect-
ed the door Into the hall, Joel GIf-
ford saw a pleture framed In that
doorway, and he half rose from hls
chalr and polnted with a shaking fin-
ger at the face he saw In the glass,

It was the fuce of a tall, black
bearded man, with a narrow head and
little Llack eyes gleaming wickedly be-
nenth bushy brows, He was sturing
at Joel Gifford ns If fascinnted by the
younger man's face, There was fe-
rocity in his gaze, ns well as surprise
nand fear.

“Who I8 that man? erled Joel Gif-
ford execltedly as he whirled around
toward the doorway.

“It's Bi{ll Linden. our landlord!"
erled Benton., And then he pulled
Glifford violently aside. for there was
the deafening rveport of a plstol, and
the bullet that had been Intended for
Glfford found another mark and shat-
tered the mirror. There was another
report. and the landlord of the Dahl-
gren hotel dropped dead upon the floor,
killed by Lls own wicked hand.

Glrord reached him first and turned
him over and looked closely at the
dead mwan's face. “He is dead,” he
sold briefly, and then, rising, bhe con-
tinyed to the lttle crowd of people
that had gathered nt the sound of the
plstol shots: *“Gentlemen, this man is
not Bill Linden. That must be an as-
sumed pame, for he has beon well
known to the world us Chafleld Chap-
man, n well known banker who disap-
peared five years ugo nnd who was
supposed to be dead. At the same
time he disappeared my young wife,
who was his only daughter, also dls-
appeared from my bouse, and from a
note that reached me a few days later
I couid only Judge that both of them
were dend. The note was signed by
my fatber-dn-law, and he sald /'that as
be had fatled lu business he would end
all and that he would take Gertrude
with him. My search for them botk
has covered five years, and it must
end tonight, for I belleve | have found
the solution to the mystery.

“Chafleld Chapman was passionately
fond of his only child and always
bnted me because [ loved and married
bher, It is my bellef that he lured her
away and hins kept her prisoner in this
hut in the woods back bere. allowing
her to ride forth only at night for alr
and exercise. Gentlemen, the witch of
Dablgren is my wife!™

Accompnnied by a crowd of nterest.
ed villagers, the three traveling men
hastened to the house in the woods
nnd broke open ita barred door. There.
faciag them with beautiful white face
frozen into fear and her grelef whiten
ed locks hanging in heavy braids over
her shoulders, was Qertrude Gifford
Joel's lost bride.

At her scream of joyful recogniting
as her husband took her In his armd
once more the people backed out of]
the house and left the reunited couplel
alone with thelr happiness,

Thus passed the witéh of Dahlgren.

An English coal strike is believe
to beé imminent as a  result of the
tadure of the nutional conference
of coil owners and miners to effcct
n settlement.

David Starr Jordan, president of
Stanford University, declares tha
since the battle of Waterloo the
Rothschilds have been actaal vulers

of Europe, and that Europedn .
tiona nre 80 in debt to them that

they cun never pay them off.




