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Christmas Hymn,
I snid to my darling maiden,
“ Bleap softly and quickly sleop,
From the sky iu a ¢hariot golden
To-night will the Christ-Child leap.

With many » shining treasure
In the tiny coach supplied ;

And to-morrow, when gwaking,
Thou wilt find them by thy side.”

And so fell asleap my maiden,

And whispered when she awoke :
“ The litile wheels of his wagon

I saw, and the ponles’ yoke.

““Among the bright stars were whirling
The litthe wheels ronad and round :
And a golden thyead came twirling
And dyught me up foom the ground.”

“Nplmno! the beautiful wigon
Will bring ita treasures to thee ;
Thou canst wot thither, my maiden !
Thon stayest just here with me."”

And then the dear child grew silent,
And whispered never a word ;

But thegolden tlwread shie did spy lent
Wings and she flew as o bird.”

She was so airy a aiden,
And her heart o mude to fly,
Enongh, was a fine thresd golden
To draw her upto the sky,

Ug, to0, far heavier laden,
With aorrow and sin defiled :
Us, too, doth a fine thread golden
Draw after the dear, Tost child,

AN OCCASIONAL FRIEND,

Mr, and Mrs, Oliver Q. Burton, as
their wedding cards had announced the
young couple a year before, were seated
at the breakfanst table, with an undeni-
able expression of discomfort npon both
fnces, Oliver himself, a fine looking
man of about twenty-four, looked out of
temper, Amy, his pretty blonde wife,
looked hurussed and unhappy, but not
cross,

“I wish I could pleasa you, Olly,"”
ghe said, with a piteous droop in the
corners of her month, *“Ido try,and
if yon would only qiva me an hour of
warning, perhaps—"

“An hour of warning,” broke  in Oli-
ver, in n petulant tone; ‘‘that's just
like n woman, How can Itell when 1
am going to meet a friend I shonld like
to invite to dinner? Yesterday, for in-
stance, I met Ned Heyward
pectedly in the éar, and he's only in
town a few days. Of course I asked
him. to dinner, and found pork and
beang.”

“ But you like pork and beans,”

“But yon shonld always provide
something else. Ned detests them,"

“Bat if Mr. Heyward had not come,
the somethjng else wounld have been
wasted, as we all like porkand beans.”

“ Lesnnot understund why it is I al-
wiys-find some mortifying deficiency
whenever I bring any one here to dine.
Linst week John Hill found nothing but
mutton chops and potatoes.”

It was washing day. Yon see Olly,
we really cannot afford to have a com-
pany dinner every day, and—"

“There, thera ! always the eld story.
We scem to afford obher things very
well. T don't mind the cost. I never
stink you in housckeeping funds.”

“No, Olly ; and if you really do not
mind the cost, I might—"

“ Manage it -any way you like, but do
let me find a decent meal when I bring
home an occasional iriend. There kiss,
and be friends,”

Amy was willing enongh to pnt up
her pretty lips for a kiss, but after her
lord and master hnd left the house, she
cirried a perplexed face for along time,
Bhe did want her hushand’s home to be
the most perfect spot on earth in his
own eyes, and faithfully tried to make
it 0. But the little wife had been
brought up in a family where a limited
income rnled all expenditure, and she
knew well that her husband's salary re-
quired eareful management to keep
them out of debt. Debt was her horror,
while Oliver thought but little of a bill
here and there, having, as yet had none
large enough to be an annoyance.

Amy had proved herself a trensnre in
housekeeping— neat, orderly, and eco-
nomicad—and her husband was justly

rond of his wife and his home. But
his reckless hospitality was a sorethorn
in Amy's side. ~ Bhe was glad to see his
gentlemen friends, when she knew they
were coming to visit.hor, and took.an in-
nocent pride in spreading before them
her choicest cooking and daintiest dish-
es, But she seldom knew they wers
caming till Oliver put his haad im her
chamber door, or the kitchen, totell her
Tom, Dick or Harry had come home
with him to dinnér, and they were in a
hurry, -And it.did seef to poor Amy as
if an evil fate possessed Oliver to select
the very worst days for suchvisitations.
Themeal that on o busy day Oliver
would have eaten. with a keen relish,
lobked poo™vhen he siw his fastidions
friend who boarded at the —— hotel
Eartakingnf it. And yet, as Amy said,

is salary did not warrant & company
dinner for every day.

Then there were washing days, when
something must be cooked that eonld
be quickly served ; ironing days, when,
if they were alone, Oliver declared pork
and beans n dinner fit for a king ; there
were duys when yesterday's big joint of
meat must be énten eold, warmed up,
or wasted ; days when the range wonld
not bake well, and the dinner in pros-
peot had to beabandoned, and a hurried
meal preparad on thetop of thefire ; in
short, days that all housekeepers know
by experience are the very last ones
when they want to see strange faces at
their tables,  Yet, if Amy was all ready
on six days, and all in confusion on the
seventh, it was purely on that very sev-
enth day that Olivér had a friend unex-
pectedly to dinner.

It wns of nouse to tell him in the
morning ; the gight of an old comrade’s
face drove the warning completely out
of his mind.

Bo, on the morning whereof I have
alraady written, Amy went about her
daily duties with a heavy heart and n
troubled face, Dut the postman left
her o letter, after reading which rhe
suddenly cleared np wonderfully, and
seemed immensely relieved,

“T'll try it,” she said. “Perhaps Oli-
ver will realize then what it costs,”

quite unex- \

But no word of her mysterions reso-
| Intion passed her lips when her hus-
band came home, nor did he allude to
her letter. There was no stranger ab
her table for three or fonr days, but she
waited patiently, knowing Oliver wounld
soon find a friend for her to make her
first experiment in her new plan. She
was very oareful always about the ap-
pointments of her table, trusting noth-
g to the servant’ in that department,
so she was not afried of any gnest find-
ing disorder or negleet there, but Oli-
ver's idea of guest dishes had been a
sore tronble tb her,

“Amy," he ealled, about a week after
the important conversation recorded,
‘" Will Ferris has come home with me,
Now don't tell me we have nothing fit
to set before him."

“Can you give me half an hour
Amy asked eheerfully.
*“Yes—not more,
the lodge together,”
“I'll be ready.”

Oliver benmed with satisfaction, as
he motioned his guest to a seat at the
table. A small turkey, browned to per-
feetion, was the leading dish, various
vegetables, a dainty selection of sauces
and pickles, and a most delightful pie
finished the repast,

“1 knew Amy could do it if she
tried,” thought Oliver, * and now that
she finds I am in earnest, she will man-
age to give my friends a decent meal,
if they are not heralded twenty-four
hours in advanece.”

Not n week later, another friend was
invited on the spur of the moment, ar-
riving when the dinner was actually
served, But Amy asked for only a few
minutes, and magically there was served
an exquisite repast, perfectly cooked,
Again and again Oliver came home with
a friend, and a delightfnl certainty of a
good dinner. Amy mever complained
now of his hospitality, gave his friends
a smiling welcome, and Oliver found
home more charming than ever,

Two months passed, and the ocension-
al friend came very often to dinner,
The slight restraint Oliver had felt was
quite removed by the new and delight-
ful change 1n Amy's management ; and
yet the variety and quality of the com-
]]um_}' dishes never failed. But Mrs,
durton, consulting her account hook,
understood that: the time was #apidly
appronching when Oliver must under-
stand how this magie machinery was
kept in order, mnst sea where the mys-
terious delicacies that appeared so
promptly were procured.

Ho, one evening, when husband and
wife were enjoying n quiet tete-n-tete,
the servant handed in an envelope di-
rected to Mr., Burton, saying:

**The boy will eall in the morning.”

“Boyle!" gaid Oliver, reading the
printed advertisement in the corner of
the envelope ; “ why, it is the restau-
rant keeper round the corner,”

“ Yes,” Amy said.

“ Bub I never owed the man a cent,
and here is a bill,” eried Oliver, open-
ing the folded paper in the envelope,

“1 think you will find it all mght,”
Amy said very ecalmly, thomgh a red
spot burned on each cheek s she spoke,

“All right!”. said the amazed Oliver ;
‘ the man must be orazy. One turkey
and dressing, five dollars, One lemon
pie, seventy-tive cents ; eranberry sauce,
sweet potatoes and parsnip {ritters,
three dollars.”

““That was the day Mr. Ferris dined
here,” anid Amy, without looking up.

“One pair of roast dncks, five dol-
lars," read Oliver; currant jelly, one
dollar,”

I "“That was the day Mr, Hill dined
1ere,

Oliver gave a long whistle,

““Bo that is the way you did it?"”

““ Yes, dear,”

““ Hum! quails, grouse, chickens,”

“You di:‘l not suppose I procured
and cooked such things at a minute’s
nofice, did you ?"" Amy asked demurely.

* No—but—"

“Yon didn’t snppose they came down
the chimney ready ecooked, like Santa
Clans' gifts, did you ?" she asked, still
looking intently at her sewing.

“AWeall, not exactly that—bunt—"

“You told me I was not to mind the
expense,”

“Yes ; but— What is the expense 7"
turning over the paper. * By Jove,
Amy, it is a hundred and twenty-five
dollars.”

‘“*Yes, that is right.
count of the items,"

There was o long silenge. Oliver was
trying to persuade himself that it was
impossible his habit of promiscucus
hospitality was really so expensive, but
the items stared him in the fage, and a
very slight effort of memory recalled
nearly every dish, Jones had compli-
mented the lobster salad : Smith had
been enthusiastic over the mayonnaise
of fowl; Heyward had pronouneed this
pate equal to Delmonica’s; and Curtis
had protested he never ate such pigeon
pie before,

With a deep sigh, Oliver said;

“8inee it i all right, I suppose 1
must pay it; but—was it quite fair,
Amy, to spring such a mine on me? I
did not realize the expense, it is true,
but this bill coming in sp unexpectedly
will really hamper me terribly,”

* No, it won't, Olly. I only wanted
you to understand how expensive and
troublesome it is to have wunerpeeted
company, Only let me know, and 1
will gladly JI‘F?JTI-I'I‘ for your friends, at
only a small additional expense,”

“ But that won't pay this bill.”

““No, but this wi LP  And Amy lnid
before her husband three crisp fifty
dollar bills, . .

“Why, Amy! where did that come
from "

“You have heard me talk of Unecle
Charles, the chaplain in the navy, who
was away at the time we were mar-
ried 7" .

“But who eame home o month or two
ago, you told me,"

“Yas; but I did not tell youn that in
the letter he wrote telling me he was at
father's, he sent me a check for two
Lundred dollars to purchase a wodding
prosent,”

‘* And yon have spent more than half
in turkeye and geese for my [riends 1"

“I don’t regret it, Olly, for it haa
given you pleasure to entortain them ;
but we canunot afford to keep it up. 1
don't want to be unreasonables ; but yon
see now, do you not, that the habit is
better broken ?"

“ Yes, I do see it, You have bronght

o

We are going to

I kept an ac-

it home to me now, Amy, and I will not

vex the dearest little wife in the world

again by adding nnexpeoted company to
| bar household cares.”

So Amy lost her grievande, for Oliver |

gave her due notice from that time for-

ward when he meant to invite a guest

True, it was a strong temptation, when
| he met his friends, to run the risk and
| take them linie, but the wision of
| Boyle's bill, : nd Amy's sacrifice of her
| unele’s wedding present, rose beforehis
| eves, and he gave the invitation for an-

other day, or let it pass, For after all,
‘ he found, when the appointed day

came, ha eared very little for the ex-
| peoted pleasure, and would have en-
L joyed a quiet dinner and evening with

Amy quite as well as the company of ax
| 0COASIONAL PRIEND,— Lodger,

The Minimum in Minnesola,

| Exchanges note that Winstrand, the
| Bwedish ex-royal secretary, who lives
| in Minnesota, has reached a height of
economy of which Dio Lewis is igno-
rant. Having read a statement that
{ Indian corn contains more than four
times ss much oily matter as wheat
flower, and that one pound of it, parch-
ed and made into bread, is more than
equal to two pounds of fat meat, the
caréful Swede resolved to test its power,
Mixing corn-meal with water, he, with
his own devoted hands, made a cake one
inch thick and seven inches in diameter,
which he baked on the coals in the par-
lor stove, A cake of this size proved to
be more than sufficient for one meal.
Three times a day, for weeks, the ex-
perimenter ate nothing else, didn't
wan't auything else, didn't lose weight,
and was perfectly well, He must have
n congtitntion before which even hard-
boiled eggs might bow and minrce-pie
blush. To rational people he presents
the argnment that it takes one honr's
work, hesides fencing, to produce half
a bushel of ecorn, which 18 more than
suflicient for ten days for one person;
it needn't cost anybody more than five
dollars a year. “Rational pnnrlo," he
declares, “will be more satisfied on that
| than on the fare at the best hotels in
| Enrope or America,” Moreover, he ob-
served that half an acre will produce
all the vegetables one person will need
for one year, without hard labor ; that
when the weather is warm it is very
comfortable and healthy to go barefoot,
and a “very comfortable honse,” large
enough for one person, can be built in
Minnesota for twenty dollars, and al-
most anybody can do it for himself.
Therefore nobody need be at a loss
for a den wherein to dwell, and fare
surpassing that of the best hotels at a
cost of five dollars a year,

g Action of Tobaeceo,

A highly important series of experi-
ments have been made by two German
physicians, Vogl and Eulenberg, with a
view aceurately to determine the physi-
ological action of tobacco, Their re-
searches had reference first to the action
of those bases of tobacco which are
volatilized at a temperature lower than
onoe hundred and sixty degrees, and
then to these volatilizable between one
hundred and sixty and two hundred
and sixty degrees. Tt was found that
the action of all these bases was identi-

cal with that of nicotine, produeing con-
traction of the pupil, labored respirn-
tion, convulsions, and death, When
taken into the stomach they produce
their effects more speedily than when
subentaneously injected ; though even
in the latter case they are not so instan-
taneous as nicotine, The lungs and air-
pussages of animals experimented upon
were found, on post-mortem examina-
tion, to be p;rt.'nt.-lg,~ congestead,

Messrs, Vogl and Eulenberg attribute
to the pyridine and picoline bases, and
not to nicotine, the painful symptoms
of the noyice in smoking, as also the
poisonous effects of tobacco-juice when
swallowed. The fact that stronger to-
baceo can be used in the shape of eigars
than in the pipe, is explained by this,
that thére are more of the volatile bases
it the smoke from the latter. Pyridine
is _very volatile and stupefying, and
exists 1n pipe smoke abundantly, while
in cigar smoke but little of it is found,
‘thengh eollidine is there in considera-
ble quantity, _

In the course of their experiments
the writers compared the action of these
bnses with that of the bases of other
plants nsed for' smoking, 'dandelion,
willow wood, and stramonium. None
of these, howéver, except willow wood
contract the pupil. From these results
Messrs, Vogl and Enlenburg conelude
that the different effects of opium smok-
ing are due to a difference in the pro-
portion of the bases prodnced by com-
bwstion,

The Man in the Moon.

The origin of the  expression the
““ Man in the Moon " i8 unknown, but
the name has from fime immemorial
been applied to the dark lines and spots
upon the surface of tha moon, which are
visible to the naked eye, and which,
whez viewed throngh a good telescope,
are discovered to be the shadows of
lnnar mountaing. It isone of the most

popular and most ancient superstitions
of the world that these lines and spots
are the figure of a marleaning on a fork
on whiehh he carries a bundle of thorns
or brushwood, for stealing which on
Sunday he was gonfined to the moon,
The account given of & man who was
stoned to death for gathering sticks on
Bunday, is supposed by some to be the
origin of this belief. Dante supposes
Cuin to have been the offender who was
placed eternally in the ¥aoon for punigh-
ment of his erime, Bome of the old
poets thonght these spets and lines rep-
resented the boy Endymion, * whose
compnny the moon loved so wall that
ahe carried  him constantly with her,"
Other ancients thonght they represented
u fox.

Girard, Erie County, Penn., elaims
to have n child which weighed but three
ounces at ita birth, and seven ounces
when thres wesks old, All its organs
are said te be perfeot,

The Tndian Territory.,

There is something pathetic in the
ferocious resolution with which the In-
dian clings to this territory, one of the
vory last of his strongholds, His race
and his history are socn to be inextrioa-
bly mingled with that of the white men,
whom he still considers as intruders ;
and while he recognizes the inevitable
fate attending him and his possessions,
he flercely repulses any attempt to a
compromise. He now standd firm in
his right ; for the treaties made in 1837
by the Government of the United States
with the varions tribes east of the Mis-
sissippi, giving them the “Tpdian Ter-
ritory,” on condition that they shduld
move into and oecupy it, were compre-
hensive and binding. The Osages had
been the virtual owners of these im-
mense tracts of land until the advent of
the white man, but to-day have almost
entirely disappeared. To the Chero-
kees, in 1837, a patent in fee-simple
was given, while the other tribes held
their lands under treaty stipulations,
From 1837 Lo 1845 the task of removing
the various tribes from their homes
enat of the Mississippi went on, and out
of the unwillingness of the Seminoles
to migrate came the Florida war. In
the treaties it was provided that the five
distinetive tribes, the Qherokees, Choe-
taws, Chicknsaws, Creeks, and SBemi-
noles, should, hold the lands of the
Territory as homes forever. They, in
their turn, have allowed smaller tribes
to make homes among them. In 1866,
the Delawares and Shawnees of Kansas
agreed to live thereafter in the Chero-
kee Nation, and to give up their own
nationality, adding the fands resulting
from the sale of their Kansas lands to
the annnities of the Cherokees.

The Cherokees have naturally made
the greatest advances in eivilization,
and are at present the most powerful of
all the tribes in the Territory. They
hiave a ruling voice in matters that con-
cern the general polity of the nations,
and their manners and enstoms wre bet-
ter known to the outside world than
are those of any other tribe. Their
general status is not very far below that
of sgome of the white frontiersmen, They
are industrious and capable agricul-
turista, and understand the care of
stock better than any other people in
the southwest, They live remote from
ench other—on farms which, it is troe,
they all hold in common, yet to which
there is an individual and perpetual
right occupancy. All the land is vested
in the State; a man may sell his im-
provements and buildings—but not the
land. The Indians throughont the Ter-
ritory are not, as a rule, farmers in any
general sense: they simply raise what
they need ; but that is becanse there is

. . .

no ineentive to the marketing of pro-
duce, The government originally sup-
plied them with capital ; they do not
realize the beneficence of gain, they
dimply desire to “‘make a living.”
Thronghout the various nations there
is an utter disregard of internal improve-
ments.  An Indian highway is as diffi-
enlt as the Vesuvian ascent, and none
of the magnificent rivers were bridged
before the advent of the railway, The
“Indian Agents"—who are appoinfed
directly by the President, and who, re-
siding among the different tribes, are
properly the interpreters of all the
trenties, have charge or the annuities,
and muke the annual reports—nsually
have much influence with the Indian
chiefs, and at their suggestions some
few improvements lave of late years,
been introduced. The person of an
ngent is dlways respected, and as a rale
his word is law,

The government of the Cherokees, as
well as those of the other principal na-
tions in the Territory, corresponds in
large degree to those of the States,
The Cherokees elect a “principal” and
second chief for four years. They also
have an wppar and lower house of the
legislature, the former continuing in
power four, the latter two years, gills
or acts are regulady introduced, and
Faumed through the varions readings to
e engrossed, as in other assemblies,
There is a supréme court, with three
judges and sheriffs, At Tahlequah,
the capital, the annual sessions of the
legislature are held in the conneil-house,
beginning in November, sud lasting
thirty days, The legislators are paid
ont of the annuitiégs of the nation.
Tahlequan is8 an average town of the
southwest, with nothing especinlly de-
noting its Indian origin, The Choctaws
and Creeks have the same general form
of government, The Beminoles have
vested their executive suthorityin twen-
ty-four band-chiefs, all of whom are
controlled and directed by a “prinei-
l," who is an absolute autocrat, hav-
ing an irefragable veto-power,  All the
tribes or nations join in & general conn-
¢il, provided.for by the treaty of 1866,
and it is presided over by the Superin-
tendent of Indian Affairs for the Bouth-
ern Superintendency. At this council
only such matters as are of comity be-
tween the nations are leglslated upon—
the rendition of criminals, the joint
action in regaxd to land, ete,

This superb conntry, nnquestionably
oné of the most fertile on the globe, is
n constant source of torment to the
white men of the border, in whom the
r:\ll.nrit of speculation is very strong.
The hardy citizen of the southwest bears
o ill-will towards the various Indian
tribes, but it irritates him to ses such
vist tracts of land lying idle. Heaches
to be admitted to the Territory with the
sime ‘Hi?ﬂl"ﬂ'&l grinted Indian citizens,
viz., the right to oconpy and possess
all the land they may fence in, and to
olaim all that remains unfenced within
& quarter of a mile on either side of
their fenced lots. He is erazed with
visions of the far-spreading, flower-he-
I-i]]}llllgll‘ll prairies, the fertile foot-hills,
the rieh quarries, mines and valley-
lands. He burns to conrse at free will
over the grazing regions where even
the Indians raise such fine stock, And
now that the railroad has entered o pre-
test againgt any farther exelusivencsa
on the part of the Indians, ke thunders
at the northern and sonthern entrances
of the Territory, and will not remain
tranguil,

At the time of the emigration of the
Oherokees to the Indian Territory, a
powerful fend existed between two in-

| agreed to sell a portion of the Territory |

filnential families in the nation—the
Rosges and the Ridges. It grow out of

Its Present Conditfon ana the Tribes | # dirsatisfaction at a treaty made by |y maa Manvers
wheo Ocoupy It-=An Interesting Sketch. the Ridge party.

Those hostile to the
treaty olnimed that the Ridges had

[ to the United States, contrary to the

instroctions of the nation : and a ven-
detta followed, in which Boudinot,
Ridge, and all the partiea to the treaty
weré killed, save Stand Weatie, who
succeeded in defending himself, single-
handed, against o dozen assailants who
came to kill him. On the wave of in-
dignation against the Ridges and the
ather parties to this odions treaty, the
Ross party came into power, and has
sinee achieved considerable distinetion
both by its lead in the affairs of the
whole Territory, and by its loyalty to
the government during the late war,

The New Infernal Machine.

We mentioned the other day that the
French Minister of Marine had sent
out a circular warning shipowners, cap-
tains, and insurance agents against the
new ‘‘infernal machine,” intended for
the destruction of vessels which, for
frandulent purposes, it is desired to
destroy, DBut for the respectable au-
thority on which the warning was given,
the alleged invention might have been
regarded as a hoax; and, indeed, we
suggested ns muel, It was no hoax,
however, but & grim and horrible fact.
The Birmingham Daily Post has seen
one of the villainous contrivances, It
is an irregularly-shaped piece of metal,
abent six inches long, by three broad
and two and a half deep; and it is so
constimeted as exactly to resemble a
small block of steam coal. Indeed, the
specimen we have is evidently modeled
from an actual piece of coal, and it is
colored a bright black, so skillfully that

on casnal inspection it wounld readily’

pass muster for conl, and so might be
put into the coal bunkers of a vessel
without exciting the least suspicion.
The interior is hollowed so0 as to admit
of the introduction of a detonating eom-
pound, and a mechanical contrivance is
arranged in the hollow part 8o as to in-
sure explosion at a desired moment.
We have also an exnct deseription of
the materials employed to fill the shell
—for such it may be called—but these,
for obvious reasons, we decline to pub-
lish. There is only one thing satisfac-
tory in reference to this diabolieal in-
venlion—that it is not of Lnglish make,

Ideal Hushands,

A writer in the
BAys i—

Of course one wonld not like to see
women give themselves to any one, no
matter who he might be, for the sake of
getting married ; but the solid thing of
life should be taught them as well as
its poetie beanties; and false hopes,
fulse ideals, unsubstantial loves, ghould
be ngorousiy excluded. A bad marri-

age or a loveless life is not a pleasant
coda to that never-acted romance; nor
is the disenchantment which comes with
suoh cruel certainty on the heels of the
lovesick and unsnitable marriage n
blessing to be desired. Beauty fades,
passion cools, the blindness of ro-
mance gets conched when seeing is too
late ; poetry does not pay the butcher ;
and gallantry of bearing of the ‘“long
sword, saddle, bridle” kind is apt to
lose itself in domestio bad language
when the pot is empty of puddings, and
half o dozen children swarm about the
musty lodgings or dingy quarters to
which love and folly have reduced the
gay lieutenant and his bride. On the
whole, Prince Prettyman is a dangerous
fellow either to get or wait for, Faving
the trick of unsubstantiality through-
out, Romantic girls would do well to
reflect that, if they are to have only one
gown in a life-time, they had Qetter buy
one that will wash and wear ereditably
te the end, rather than a flimsy bit of
finery that looks well only in the begin-
ning, and goes to picces chum the first
year is out,

Saturday Review

General Invitations,

As a rule, we doubt the sincerity of
general invitations. An invitation to
eall “any time” often means mno time.
If you eall, your friend is out, or 18 not
prepared to réceive yon. How often we
Liear persons say, ‘‘Come and take tea
with ns.” “When shall T come?”
“Oh, any time,” Yongo a little before
the hour for tea; you sit with your
things on, because you are not asked to
take them off; of conrse youn are not go-
ing to say, ** I kave come to tea,” and
as nothing is said about it by your kost
andn o signs n*;pm:-iug to show that
yon are expected to Htay, yon rise to de-
part ; not'a word is said about tea ;) the
commonplace invitation is given, ‘Call
ngain,” and yon leave with the feeling
that people don't mean it when they in-
vite you to come to tea. You see the in-
vitation wias not sincere—you 'were nof
wanted, It is a great pity people oan-
not or will not take counsel of their
common senge, and do what they onght
to do sincerely and positively, Uncer-
tainty not onlzﬂhrec s discomfort, butit
nourishes instability.

Food for Cholera,

Near Nashville is a spring which has
been corrmpted by the deposit of 200
cart-loads of filth, Persons who drank
of this water were taken with a disease
which ripened into cholera. The first
victims resided in the immediate vicini-
ty of the apring, and unsed the water,
Not far from this is a large brewery,
which daily gives off s disgusting stream
of refuse matter, The foul current of
liquid filth is condnoted through a por-
tion of the city m open diteher, which
empty into sewers which ure in bad re-
pair, and at varions points there are
holes through which the noxious effluvin
cscapes and poisons the auir, Nearly
every case of cholera has either bLeen
nenr the spring or on the linc of the
SEWer,

Gﬂnen:l_-_canhy's brother died abont
a fortnight ago in the Missonri State
Lunatic Asylum. His derangement was

produced by the Gteneral's murder,

|

| The Shah of Persia.

1

and Blg Diamonds=--

How He Looks, Eats, and Behaves,

In an interesting letter to the New
York Times, Dr. William H, Russel
| (the historian of Bull Run) gives some
| personal information about the Shah of
| Persia which will not tend to raise that
| potentate in the opinion of cultured so-
ciety. It seems that the distinguished
Oriental monarch is net only proud, but
unpunctnal, ill-mannered; and rather
immoral. As a matter of choi¢e, he pre-
fers to eat with his fingers, and eannot
he ‘:orsnnrlu-d that anybody in the world
is the equal of His Sublime Highness,
Yet rumor has not been up to the mark
in describing the ineredible richness of
his jewels. Mr. Russel says :
one was prepared to see, morfalibus
oculis, a diamond nearly twice the size
of the Koh-i-noor, or * Mountain of
Light,” (now in the possession of the
Queen of England, onee Runjeet Sing,
the Lion of Lahore’s greatest glory),
stuck in front of a man’s sword-belt,
and five diamonds, each larger than that
jewel of jewels, en echelon upon his
coat, from waist to shoulder,
stones are scaroaly eut, and do not show
as they ought, but they are of surpass-
ing purity. The Shah's sword-belt is
a treasure-house in itself, The sheath
is studded with rubies, emeralds, and
diamonds, which shame their setting of
purest gold. The front of his coat is
garnished with rows of brilliants in-
stead of lace. The collar and sleeves
are crusted with them, and his orders
are of the most precions jewels.. His
ﬁrll!‘ﬂ flash like sunbeams, All this on
the person of a man who has nothing
noble in mien or face, although he is
above the avernge height of the Indian
Mussulman noblesse,”

As to the personal appearance of the
| monarch, we are afraid that his picture
| has flattered him., Forthe keen-sighted
| journalist says: “He is not much at
| his ease with Enropean barbarians, and
it is ludierous to see him standing nlone
in a erowd with a eledr space round him
and no one to talk to, for he balances
first on one leg and then on another,

not know what to do with them or his
hands. When he turns his back and
the spectator calmly surveys his ex-
terior, freed from the distracting influ-
ences of his diamonds, the Shah does
not present an imposing appearance.
I admit that the backs of most people
fail to impress ome, but his Majesty's
tailor has rendered his revers quite ab-
normally ridiculons by making his frock
cont with a multitnde of fine plaits like
those of a Highlander’s kilt or of a
Indy of Queen Bess's time over the
hips, and go all round. His face is sel-
dom animated, and there is something
incongruous in the position of his re-
spectable gold spectacles, a @ Thiers,
on his aquiline nose, under & Persian
cap, and, over all these, dinmonds,”

His personal habits would not render
him an acceptable visitor in enltivated
cireles, whatever ‘*shoddy” might think
of him. At least so the writer seems
to snggest in the following paragraph :
“Tn spite of his jewels and external
splendor, the Shah-in-Shah is, accord-
ing to 'é.uropeﬂ.n notions, a savage in
many respects—proud, wilfnl, sensual,
and arbitrary. 1f punetuality be * the
politenesa of princes,’ as it is said to be,
the 8hah would, in consequence of his
utter indifference to engagements, be
one of the most ill-mannered men in
the world. He kept the parade at Pots-
dam, ordered by tlle Kaiser, waiting a
couple of hours. He kept the Queen
for half an hour at the railway station
waiting for him, He would not go to
breakfust when it was announeed, ab the
time of invitation, but walked about in
the garden, and then, seding an arbor
which pleased him, desired to have his
breakfast brought there. When he sat
at dinner yesterday he put his fingers
in his plate and ate with them, and if
he eame on a piece of some dish which
he did not like, he took it out of hig
mouth and threw it down—not on the
ground, but on the Queen's (Empress’s)
dress,”

Az to the morality of the royal visitor
from Ispahan, our readers will regret to
learn that ** there has been some trouble
in teaching the Shah and his fellowers
that women are to be treated with re.
spect, even thongh they go asbont with
their faces uncovered, snd one of the
most usaful leasons they will carry back
from Europe is that which will teach
them to consider theip wives their equals,
and not their slaves—if they learn it.
There is a great “if," for they do not at
all approve of all they see here,”

On the whole, therefore, our people
have no great reason fo regret the
Shak’s determination not to come to the
United States, Ourmanners and morals
will be the hetter for receiving no ex-
ouse for their disregard throngh the ex-
ample of a monarch. A single wife,
knives and forks, and bnsiness punctu-
ality, are institutions which we are not
ns yet prepared to part with,

Young Men and Marriage.

The Rev., Howard Crosby, D. D., in
an article in the Association Monthily
diseussing the obligations and duties of
young' men, wses these words: “The
trie girl has to be seught for. She
does not parade hersell as show-goods.
She is not fashionable. Generally she
is not rich, But, oh! what a heart she

has when you find her—so large, and
pure, and womanly! When you sea it
von wonder if those showy things out-
wide are really women. ' If you gain her
Jove, your two thonsand are a million,
She'll not ask for n carriage, or a first-
class house. She will wear simple
dregses, and will turn ‘them when it is
necessary, with no vulgar maym‘{!m.! to
frown upon her compaxy, She'll keep
everything neat and nice in your sky
purlor, and give yousuch a welcoma
when youn come home that you'll think
your parlor higher than ever, She'll
entertain true friends on o dellar, and
astonish you with a new thought of how
vory little happiness depends onmoneéy!
Shell make you love heme--if you don't
you're a brute—ind teach yon how to
ity, while you scorn, a poor fashiona-
ﬁla society that thinks itself rich, and
vainly tries to think itself happy.”

“No |

These |

‘like a hen on a hot griddle,’ and does |

Ttems of Inferest.

Fifty ecents will buy a thirty-pound

salmon in Portland, Oregon. In Ban

| Francisco the same fish would be worth
about three dollars,

A Minnesota paper asserts that a kero-
| sene lamp, so set that the rays of the
{sun passed through it and eame to a
foeus on a window-curtain, set the our-
tain on fire,

A geutleman having & horse that ran
away aud broke his wife's neck, a neigh-
bor sought to buy the animal as a means
of divoree. *“No, ho,” said his owner ;
“ inteinl to marry ngain myself before
long."”

The aggregate membership of the
Farmer's Granges is in the neighbor.
hoad of two millions. 1If this organiza-
tion can be indueced to vote a wunil,
some political caleulations will come to
navught,

Lovers of claret and Burgundy will
be pleased to learn, on the authornity of
an eminent French chemist, that red
wines now-n-days are commonly colored
with rosantline, which eontains arsenioc
enongh to cause symptoms of poisoning
if it be taken in freqnent doses,

Texns is & large and searcely popula-
ted State, but the people appear to be
doing their best to fill it up. There is
a mau in Wneo who is the father of fifty
children, thirteen by his first wife, eigh-
teen by his second, ten by his third,
six by his fonrth, and three by his fifth
wife, who at last accounts was still liv-
ing,

The Waterbury (Cl.) American tells
the stary of a very scrupulous man who
recently left that city for the West.
Being indebted to a shop-mate in his
former home in the sum of eighteen
cents, he forwarded the amount the
other day in old-fashioned pennies, the
express prepaid, eosting him fifty-one
cents,

Mrs. Addie Ballon, who is a regular
elergyman, writing *“Rev,"” before her
name, wns called all the way from Terre
Haute, Ind., to Cincinnati, Ohio, to
| marry a conple, the bride having de-
[ termined never to be united by a man,
[Tt is strange she did notrextendsher
| strong-minded ideas to the choice of &
| husband,

A New York Central Railroad condne-
tor seized a nobbily dressed young fel-
low who had dropped an insulting note
in a lady’s lap on his train, the other
day, drogged him from his seat, andled
him by the ear throngh the train to the
smoking ear, where he bade him re-
muin, The passengers hugely enjoyed
the yonng reprobate’s discomfiture,

There is an Irish woman of gigantio
strength in St. Paul.  One morning she
lifted a barrel of sugar from the gronnd
into a cart. The next evening she pre-
sented her husband with twins, Two
dnys after she did the washing for a
family of ten persons. Not so fortun-
atg wns a Missouri gixl, She washed all
day, made a supper of twelve hard-
boiled egge, and then danced all night.
It is mentionad that her funeral proces-
sion was nearly a mile lung.

Mr. Gail Borden, of White Plains, N.
Y., the preparer of eondensed milk,
has made some experiments forthe pur-
pose of determining the correct weight
of erude milk. He took the milk of
several cows, and mingling it together
and thoronghly eooling it, he carried it
directly to the U, 8. Sealer of Weights
and Mepsnres, who measured and
weighed the milk by acourate Govern-
ment weights and measures. The result
was that n quart of milk so measured
and weighed on delicate scales was
equal to 2 lbs, 2] oz. The tests were
made with different samples of milk at
different times, but without materially
altering the weight,

I

Boys, Read This.

A gentleman advertised for a boy
assikt him in his office, and nearly fifty
applicants presented themselves before
him, Out of the whole nnmber he se-

lected one and dismissed the resf. T
should like to know," said a [riend,
““on what gronnd you select that boy,
who had not a single recommendation,”
“You are mistaken,” said the gentle-
man, *“hie has n great many.  Ike wiped
his feet when he came in and elosed the
door after him, showing that he was
enrefnl ; gave up his seab instantly to
that lame old man, showing that he was
kind and thoughtful ; he took offhis cap
when he came in, and answered' my
questions promptly and respectiylly,
showing he was polite and gentlemanly;
he picked up the book which T had pur-
posely laid upon the floor, and replaced
it on the table, while all the rest stepped
over it or shoved it one side ; and he
waited quietly for ‘his turn, instead of
pushing snd erowding, showing that he
was honest and orderly. When I talked
with him I noticed {hat his clothes were
earefully ‘brushed, his hair inxice or-
der and his teeth as white as milk; and
when he wrote his name I noticed' that
his finger nnils were olean, insteatl of
being tipped with jet, like that band-
gome little fellow in the blue jacket.
Don't you call these things letters of
recommendation? I do, and I would
give more for what T can tell about a
boy by using my eyes ten minutes, than
all the letters: of recommendation that
he can bring me,”

Doing Penance,

The wastes of New Mexico are Hkely
to become as famons for penance and
self-forture as werethedgserts of Egypt
in early Christinn days. A recent trav-
@lerin that region says that while ab
Elizabethtown, New Mexico, lnstspring,
his attention' was called to a gang of
forty men, who weré carrying heavy
wooden crosses, and whipping them-
selves, Some were stripped to sheir
lower undergarments, except a cloth
which covered their heads to prevent
recognition. -They were walling glowly
nlong, and the blood was frickling from
their lacerated baoks, Onestout Mexi-
can, bearing a heavy croks npon his
galled shonlders, was being whipped by
two attendants, - Fle steggered along
until elose to n chareh, when hié fell to
the ground with the cross upon him. He
was then raised tohis feet, and his arms
extended by lsshing them fo a stick
which crossed his shonlders. 'These
penances are repeated every Lent,




