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The wumber of leitors
foreien coautitos was 27
006 G55 aver L prey ious
nge tuereon mwomnted
totnl werght of cortespondence exchanged 1o
the mnids with European gousines osoeeded
012 tons, AL Inorease of 93 1ons over the provis
cost of the United Sinlea

Service, mcluding
inl appropriattons to
LMl mioumers wine §1,047,

exchanged with
9,156, an iucrease of
year, and Lthe post-

il 310,80 The

w pard trom
el liues of

S
New or additional postal esuvenitons bave
pded with Swoden, Norway, Bel-
piny, Cangda, Newlfoundland and
& Poslage raifs on cortvapon-
thosy countries, and
sde Lo cougiu
patisfaotony poslaljconveutivu with Frunoe,
but wilhout suceoss,

1 wivite Lthe rtavorable cvousideration of Con-
gress Lo the sugeestions and recommeadations
of the Poattisier General 1or an extension of
tho teee delivery svatem i all eities baviog
a population of not tess thau 10460 ; for the
g repavinent of postsge ou Hewspapers and
Glier printed w
nonnorm postage and Hm't of welghit on mis-
colluueons ma Lug tue compen-
gittiog of wil postiunstors Los nppoinced by the

glum,
Jajr
deuce

» Tt
excll

Promdent by the toud method of comunissions
oo the actual reeeipts of toe oftico. 10atead of
the porseut muoide of fixing the silasy in ad-
viinee upon Epadal rer rons: nod espeoindly do
vorahle action by Congeess on the im-
ecomnendntions of the Postmasier-
for the estabilshiment of Umted
os postil s 1% o positories,
rain e rlled to g com-
ol poauil telogranhs,
1 diteed in sapport theool,
s liope thnt vou may (ake st
fron therewitn as 1nvyourjin
wibute to the Dosi
Conutiy.
THE DEVARTMENT OF JUSTICK.

Affales 1o Ui reguire your early and spo
Sl artonle Tue Suapreme Court of the
Uurted 1 Clinton paalusg
Eag ebrecht, deotdod the United |
Maralal of fhit toreh panld not Inwtully
summon furors for the distrior conves, unid
thiese contig hold thet the territorind marshnd
wilnot luwially porform that duly baeanss lis
15 vleoted by ths le tive asggsmbly ad not
nRpOLLLed, ns { o HRe pel organiz

proceedings ot Iiw nro
¢ these aeoetslon, nnd
of no jury ¥
Birlet conrts of thalb territory s
nol Congress, Property is el
withoit p tion DY the Goures, nud Critnes
B0 uipuanished.,

To prevept suarchy theee It 18 absolutely
neeessary that Congr:ss provide the courts
with gome wode of obtaih g Jurors, and 1
revommend legidlation to taat end ;3 and alao,
0ut the probate courts of tos rerritory now
kANming to tssaey wrts of anjunetion and
hibeas corpus, and o try erimbanl cuses, avd
i questions o8 to land  tielee, be denned ol
mrisdicuon nob pos ed ordinarlly by courts
<l that desem puon,

THE BANKRUPICY LAW.

1 have becomwn lmpressed with the bolief

titat the aet:npproved Maproh 2, 1867, entitled
uet 1o estiblish o nodorm system of
bankruptey throvghont the United States,' 18
produociive ol more evil than good at this
tUme. Mpoy constderanions oiehbt ba urged
for ws total repenls but, If this 18 not oon-
gidored ndvisable, Iehiok it will wot be seri-
Iy guestioned that thosa porlions of said

g tor what s calle

St

dz twill
luleresis of toe

J{ uvoluntary
thie finanelal
Careful aud

wvolyed

ruvidin
t Fe OPUIRLO LD norensg
nouts ol Ltoe coantry

pradent wen very often biaeome
Iln the traosactlon of their

aud though thoy may pPossCss

T roperey, 1f 1t conld be mode avarlable
for thas purpose, to wees all their linbilivles,
yot, on aecount of the extracrdinary searolty
of money, they may be unable to meet all
tnelr peconiary obligntions as they becomme
due, o gonaequence of which they ave liable
Lo ba prostrawed in thelr business by proeced-
jnga 10 bankruptey at tbe instauce of unre-
lenting ereditors, Teople are now Eo caslly
plurmed ns to movetary matters that the were
fling of » petition 1n bankruptey by an une
fricodly credivor will neccssarily ewmbarrags
and oftentiines aecowplish the deanelnl ruin
of o responsible business wan.  Those who
otherwise wmight make lawlal and jusb or-
rangements to relieve themealves (rom difl-
eulties produced by the prespul siringency in
mwoney are prevented by their constant ex-
posue to attack and dissppolitment by pro-
coodings ngainst them in bankiuptey; and,
besides, the law 18 made use of il many cnscs
by obdorate oreditors to trighten or forcee
dehbiors into & complisnes with thelr wislies,
aund mto nots of wjuscee to other ereditors
aua to themsolyes,

I recommond that so much of sald nct as
provides for involnotary bungiapley on ne-
count of the suspension of paywent, bo re
penied,

CLAIMS AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT,

Your eareful attentlon is tmvited 1o the sab-
feet of plaims sgaimss the government aond the
facilities aiforded by existing lows for theic
proaecution. Epch of the Depariments of State,
Preasury and War bis dinands for many mil-
ltons of dollars apon 18 {Hos, nud they ura
rapidly gecomnlaning. To the y be wildded
W0sE now peoding k fare Con &3, the Court
of Clatma and the Bonthern Claims Commis
glon, makiog 1n the aggredntsd an mmenss
g, Most of these grew ot of the Rebellion,
and are intendsd to indemmfy persons ou both
sides for tnelr logses during the war, and potn
few of them are fub ted and supported Ly
falso restimony. Pro o on foot, It 18 be-
heved, to mnduce Congress to provide for new
clagses of cldlms and w rev.ve old oues
through the repenl or modification of the stist-
ute of lpitations by
varced, I presnme theae solicmos, if proposed,
Will be recstved with Hetle favor by Congross,
and I recommeand that persons having olaline
agulnag o United Stutes. cogmzable by any
iribunal or depnrtivont thereo!, be required to
presont thom at bo ently doay, and tuat legis.
Intion be airected as far as practicabla to the
defenr of unfounded and unjust demands upon
e govorpmeuot,

Aud T would suggest a3 n means of prevent-
Ipie frand thang witoesses be oalled upon to ap-
peir 1n person o o
nals haviog said elpima bef
deation. Proabably the Lar
Nanonal Treasury can 1pu secured by vwmely
legigintion o these sufjeots of any of the
ceonomie mensnres that will be proposad.

You will bo ngvised of the uperatiovs of the
Devartment of Justieo by the report of the
Attornoy-Gienernd, nod I iovice your attention
ro the nmoendmens of existing laws sugaeestod
by bl with the view of reducing the expepges
of thut depurtment,

DEFARTMEXNT OF THE INTERIOR.

Tne polley inangueated townrds the Indians
AL the beginning of the lnst administration ey
bieen steadily pusted, and I bellevo with beno-
Nelnl resu’ts, It will be sonlinned with ouly
sieh moditieations a8 time avd expericpod
may demonsirato 18 necessney.

With the encroachment of civilizatlon upon
the Tndinn peservations and hunting grouods
disturbanccs bhave taken plaes between tha
Todinns snd wintes during the past year, and
probably will  continue tn do g0
ot each  raee  approcintes  that  the
other nas rights wbich must be Tespoct
e, Tas polley bas been to collect the
Indinns ns rapidly ns possiblo on reservations,
and o far as praciieable withrn what ts known
ay the Todwn Tervitory, aud to tench tham the
nwrts of eivilization and selfsupport.  Wharg
found off their reservatious snd eodan-
perng  the pence  oud  eafety  of  the
whites, they bhoave Dbegn  puoished and
will eontinpe to be for hke offences. Tho
Tadinn Tervitory south of Kansns and west of
ArKrnsis 16 sullicient o nrep and agriculonrsl
rogourcss to support all the Todiavs of the
Rooky Monnialos, To time, no doubt, all of
thew, exoept o few wbo muy seleet 10 maka
thaelr homoes among white poope, will ba cul-
Jeared rhera us u preporalory step for thls con-
rammnation

I um now satisfied tiat a terrtocial form of
povernment should be given them, which will
Beeure the treaty rights of the origioal sel-
tiots, and protect their homesteads from
ajonation for o period of twenty years,

Too operntions of the Poatont Ofles are
geowing to soch muenitude, and the aceumu-
Intion of woaterinl is boocoming so great that
Hh * nooessily for more Toom 18 bogomiong wore
obviona day by day. ——

THE INTERIOR DEFARTMENT.

1 reapsolinlly Invite your attention to the
reporis of the Heeretary of the Interior and
Commissioner of Pitants on tiis subjoot. The
busivess of tho genernl Tand offleos exhibits o
material inoroaso inull ity branchesdarving the
Inat Nscal yenre.  During that time thores wore
digpuscd of ont of the publie Jaods 10,030 606
nores, being an amount greater by 1,106,001
nores than woas igposed of the pre ‘Ntllll{,‘j’t‘lﬂ'.
Of the amonnt disposed of 1,6 b RCres wore
wold for owsl, 204,040 nored wern Inoated with
i libary lnnd wa i, 703,012 acres were
taken for homedtend #40 are wore lopated
with ngriouligral ool surig, 0,083 588 neres
were cottilled by railkoods, 70,076 nores were
RERDLAA T Wagon rasde, 238,648 fores were e
proved to stiios a8 swamp lands, 199,081 aores
werh corililad for agricnlturnl colleges, com-
mon sehools, uolversities sod unrn'nqa;

QL Later:

100,716 nores Were approved Lo glatéy

e them for adju-
saving to the

| for peungions, s

| Witows, orpin

9T RET w0 1o

pal tmposeménti and 15
o et with Indun serip.

neecipls darlng the same Simo

381550, bang $IOAISAD o exoesy

t+ of the previons year, Daring

31 noges af publio lapd wore

over thn A=

evious year of 1,087,149

* PrOVWOUSLY suryi
v 5 ucres which bave
veyod, leaving 1,218,443,500 ncres of the pa
lar d a1t nusurveyed. -

Tie tuerensed nod steaduly inerensing faciilk
tien for reaching our unegeupnd public do
miin, nnd for the tesnsportation of surpius
prodnots, enlarges the avarlable fleld for de-
strable bomestead loeations, thus stimalabog
yoitlement and extending, YEar by year, i o
graonally Increnking ruelo, the arca of oeop-
pution aud cultivation,

The expressed desire of the reprosentatives
of & lacge coleuy of citizens of Russin to €mi
gritte to this country, ns it & updersiood, with
the ponsent of thelr government, f eértain
concEsSIOnS (nn b made 1o enabie them to
sottle in o compact ¢olony, 18 of great lolerest,
a8 going to sbow the Heght in which our institu-
tions are regarded by nn 1ndustrions, el
goent and wenlthy people desirous of enjoyiug

i

2 Ot

i

r of tue scoond cluss; for | oivil nod religons hberty. nod the agquisition
| ofwo lurge an immigration of eitizens of a su-

perior class wonld without doubube of &ub-
stantial beueflt o thepountry. 1invite atien-

| tion to the supgestion of the Bedretary of the

Lutarior in this bebulf,

Thiers was pad during the Iast flscal year
ading the exponses of dis-
burscment, $29 185,250,682, berog sn amount loss

v §9R3,000.08 than was expended for the same
putpese tho procedipg year. Although this
siatemment of expenditorea would indieats s
mutecial roduction in 1he amount cempared
with the preceding year, it 18 belleved that
the ehnoges o the peusion lawsnt the lust
sesalpn of Congress will absord that amonnt
e oarrent year. At tho olose of the lust
fsonl year thers were on the pension rolls
e juvalid mibtary peusioners and 112,088
%, and dependent parents of
decensed soldiers, making u toral of that clasy
of 211,492 18,2066 survivors of the War of 1812,
wid 5,008 widows of soldiers of that war pen-
soned noder the Ack of Cougress of Februnry
A, 1671, mnking o toral of that class of 23,0193
1.400 tuvubid oovy pensioners nnd 1,770 widows,
arphang, ! wil dependent relanives of deceasod
ofticers, sullors, snd maripes of the oayy,
mnding o toftal of navy ponsloners of 3,200,
nod n grand total of pensionors of ail clusscs
) 208, 411—BhoWing & net ioerepse during  tho
last tscal year ol o183,

Dariog the past year the names of 18 406 pen-
slopers were sdded to the rollg, aoud 102X
vames were dropped therolromw for varigus
wuees,

©The system adopted for the deteotion of
frands nguinst the governmont g tho matter
of pensions ks been productive of satisfuo
ory resulls, buat legisiation 18 needed to pro-
vide, 11 possible, ngainst the perpetrativg ol
gach fraods i the Mture,

The evidently mmoreasing Interest in tho
calse of cducation 18 A most cneournging fon-
Lk A the genuerad progreas aud prosperity ol
thy epnntry, aud the Bureaw of Eduontion 18
oarnest b 1ts ellorts to give o proper direction
to e new applicants and the fuereased Lnotli-
tiegs which gre belng offered to wid the edue
tors of (he country in their grent work.

The miuth census bps been eompleted, and
the report thoreot published and disuiboted
and the working foree of the burdau disband-
ed, ‘Lhe Beeretary of the laterior renews his
reccoun dution for o consus to llu_t.elHuU mn
1876, to which subjeet the attention of Cougress
8 tovited. The original suggestion in that
behaif ias wet with the general approvai of
tha cousntry; and even il it be not deewed
Adwisubie at prosent to provide for a rega
oy quinquennial eensis, o census takoo iu
1870, the report of whiol conld be completed
o punliabed before the one hundpetn aonis
versary of our independencs, would bo espe-
cialiy interesting and valuabie as Aiowiug tus
progiess of the country during the frsg con-
Lury of cur pationul existenee, 1L is believed,
however, that a oensus evory flve years wounld
be of substantind bepeit to the couutry, lons-
mitel gs our growtl hitherto oas bevn so rapid
thnt the results of the decconial census are
necessanly nnreliable as o basts of estiuaies
ter the lutter yenrs of g decomninl period.

THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

Unner the very eflietent mwanagement of the
gonvernor aud the Board of Pablic Worka of
viis distnot, the eity of Wosliiugton s ramdly
assumiug the appesranes of noapital of whlch
the nation may well be prowd. From Delug o
most upsightly place three years @go, dis-
wereeabls to puss throngh o summer, 1 con-
seaquence of the duse vising from uupayved
streors and slmost twonesible in the winter
{rom the mud, 1t 18 now ono of tho wost sight-
Iy citied in the country, nnd ean boast of be
{g the bost paved. The work bns been done
systewntically ; the pians, grades, location of
sewers, wator and gas malus belng deéter-
mined upon before the work was commoenoced,
Luus Beclting permaneney when completed,
I questinn whetber 80 wuch Bas ever Been pe-
eomphished before o any Awericun clty lor
the smme exponditores.

The governmens baviog large reservations
in the enry, and the noatlon ot jarge baviog un
interest in thelr Capatul, T rocommwend a Lib-
eral poiley towards the Distnot of Colnwmbia,
and that the government sbonld bear its Just
shnee of the expenscs ol LLese 1Nprovewnsils,

Eyury eitlzen visitine the Capital Ivelaa
pride in {18 growing beanuty, and that he, too,
18 pirt owner ln ths investienis mades hisre,

I would suggest to Conguces tho propr
promotieg tov estulhshment iu thos di
ah instibsbion of leg
nighest ciass, by the do Thers
18 Lo placo bellor enited forsuch au institution
thuu tlie Natlooal Capits There 8 o wther
plivots 1nowihi en ld w0 dirsotly -
Leresiod,

CIVIL BERVICE REFOEM.
In threo suveessive uessnges to Congress 1
hayve called attention to the sabject of Civil
Serviee reform,  Action bas bevn tnkien 8o far

wlhich they are now | as to authorize the appointment of & bonrd to

deviso rules governing methods of making ap-
polutments aud promob.oos, bue thers uever
has been aoy cetion makiog these rales or noy
rulea binding, or ever entitiod o observancs,
whare pursons desgire 1he appoliimoent of o
friend or the removil of an ofllels] who sy

b dligggrecable to them.
To i Teetive they must have
LETeAs B Well un of ths

Jent

HLY befors thoss wibu- | spectal commlites ol Congress night confor

with the Civil Bervice Board, daribig tho pros
ent session, for the puarpose of devisiug such
rules a8 can be maintidived, aud whiech wiil se-
oure the socvies of Loucst sol chpabloe ot
cinte, and wiich witl also protect thew fuo
degree of ndependencs whiie 1u olflee,

Propor rules will proteot Conpress as well ng
the Execubive from moeh needloss peiseois
tion, aod will prove of gréat vidus Lo the pub-
e utlprgo.

COLORALO,

I wonld recommend for your fuvorible eon-
slderation the pasange of an eoabling oot for
the adimitbanee of Colorpdo s o State in the
Uplon, 1t posscages all tho elements of w
prosperous Site, adricuiturnl and noaneral,
wnd & pelieve has & popelation (o Justily suol
admissivn,

A WEBTERN CANAL.

To conuection with that, I would also recom-

mend the enoourigement of @ canal, for par-
poses of arrigition, from  (he eastern slone of
thie Roocky Mouotnins to the Missouar!
Asiv rale, T am opposed to Turther do 1onH
of publie luuds for Interual Buprovemsnis
owned nnd contrilied by privite corporiations,
but 1o thig instance 1 would make un exesp.
won.

Botween the Miseour! River and the Booky
Mountains there 18 puwrid baelt of pablio lnud
from thres uundred to four buudeed mniles 1o
width, ferfectly useless for the cecupntivy of
win, for ‘want of sulficicnt rain to stoure the
growth of uny produaots.

An lrelgnting enndl wonld malic mraduotive
nuelt os wido o8 Lhe supply of woter conld ho
made 1o apread over noross Lhe o ¢ounlry,
and would setare & cordon ML Iele GOt
pocting the present populstion of the weun
twin pud wining reglons withh chat of tho older
Ktilos.

All the land reclalmed would be clear galn,
If altervate ssctions nee retaloed by the gov
ernment 1 wounld soggest that the retimned
soebions be thrown open o sty andor the
Domwestend Tnws, ur soid Lo notusl setrlecs for
uvery low price,

GENERAL AMNESTY.

I renew wy previons recommendation to
Congreas for general amoesty,  The number
oongaged o the lnte roebollion Yot laboring
nnder disabilities s very amuli, but euouga 1o
keep up w coustaul irnitation.  No possibie
dapgor 0an avcrug te the governmenst by re
storiog them to eligibilicy o hold otlioe,

CIVIL MONTs,

I suggedt for your cousideration the onact
ment of o 1oaw Lo betlor sEcule the chvil fighity

whieh fresdows suoudd decure, it

linm ol
cHeetunlly seewred, Lo the cufen

dacd slave,
CillANT,
« 1878,

Executive Muuwion, Docombernr 1

A Chieago bachelor has recovered
#4500 from a railroad compauny for
ejeoting him from the ladies’ ear, He
can afford to get married now.

United States Navy.

ThelSearctary of the Navy, lu his report to
the President, anys thore are now (o the navy
106 vessels, onrrylng, exciusive of howils 'rs,
1,269 guns, which s a reduotion stoee hils hast
aununl report, by sale and otherwise, of 13
vessgls, A general conmérntion of (hese Ves
sitls presetits 63 steaters, other than rou

s and toes, carrying 808 guus: 20 salhing
. guns; &8 mon-olud vessels, 121 guns,

and 43 tugs, nsed tor navy yard and 1resgot

purposes, Of tlus number there ars al pressol

I oominiasion for seas seryvios, distributed oo

the several foreign stations and on our own

coasnt, 48 veasols, carrying 407 guns,
THE CRUISING OR ACTIVE FORCE

of the navy, ns they may be onlled, aond which

is conirolled hy the appropration made

the seatuan nuiborized by 1

snmo ns last year, the p

whielh have been put o

Lo pust twelve montue from the expiration of

the corilacs or for other canses pavine bheen

supphiod by commissioning and sendine Lo sea

o corresponding number of olhers, The st

will show o foree elightly decreased 1n smmber

by tho Bale of some uscless veswels, whioh
were, wiile we rotioned them, only & souroe
of expense, nnd 1L 1% sowewhat seukencd also

10 strength by the co nod Inying

upof several of anr white onk 1Rers whion

bhave reached the imt of thent Gruming 1fe
and ¢t be no longer usod with safery on the
sons. Many of the ships now on the navy lst
aud which serve to swell the number to bhe
flgures above given, are e from belug such
a8 nre really needed, and their trae conditon,

which has been ofien officially represonted (o
| Congress, can be Tully nuderstood and apjire

einted by reference to the reports of (he
| bureaus,

LIVE OAK CRUISING SIS,
In the meanwhile, bowover, we have been
engnged in completoly repairing six of our
| live vale ermisineg salips, Whioh are now jn varl-
oud stages ol forwnrdonoss ot the severnl uavy
yarda, Thesoe ar all of moderate sise, and
pvone of thew sufficiently advancpd to be of
present use; but they are adaptea to the
wants of our erudsing navy, nod will in o fow
moaths add walerinlly to its strengih aud
efllereney,
THE EIGHT SLOOPS

if war anthorizad by the last Congro=a ave all
in process of hulding—ia IT ot the vurious
nnvy yards, three under contraes in private
yarde, and the remaltiung one ander private
vontraet in the navy yard ut Kittery, The
buitdue of these shaps, with thelr engioes and
machinery, 1s progressing rapuly. and the
work, widety ilstributel st more tuan s dozon
paval stations and private establisbhmouts, is
intribiring o the romunerative employment
of eeveral thonsands of workmen sud to the
walntegunes of the vory lurge number of per-
sous dependent vpon thelr labor for support
i edacation. 18 1s sob without gratitleation
the Seeretary 1a ablo to roaport that, besides the
great value and lmportance of this work to the
servige, we lisve also been dable s0 to utilize the
hherality of Congress as 1o contribute maters-
ully to tho business intorests of the couulry
i to the support aud domlorts of many pro-
Welug and dependent people. The valuab e
But the depritment should be providod with
inoderate amount of ronds aod authorized
Lo comtnence each yoar to bolld o certado pum-
ber of tons o supply reeularly the regulue
yoarly expenditors of naval toree whicn will
of necessithy oceur.
Tuo work of putting

OUR IRON-CLAD FORCE

m efficient condition, refarred to in the Seore-
Ly s last report, bas been proceaded with as
st 18 the mweans poges v for the exiraordl.
ity work conld be spared from thoe ourtent
ipproprintions for the support of the pavy.
The windomwof tus petlon necds no tlostration
from liim et tols time,  Without it we would
hnve been ettt not only poweriess to assert our
ywn rlglits, but slmost defenceless: aguinst ar-
rophnee or aggression,  But the expenditure
vequired bns oripplod our workivg bureauns in
thesy genersl work, It 16 Decessary Lbhat
tine ahonld be resmbursed (o them 1 ey are
Lo proceed stendily uwod emelontly,

THE STATIONS

f iave bean aoshanged during the year. As now
retublished, they are  desigoaled as ;—The

iropean, the Asiatie, the Norch Atiantie, the
Sonuth Atlantie,the Norch Pacifie and the Sonth
Paeitie. Over these, smbracing the frequented
witers of the globe, are seattered a crmsing
luren of 1ess thian forty vessels whileh, by thelr
pregence, are relied on to encourige onr ¢it-
Aeng and, i required,to protect them and thare
property in all lsuds to whiel, by .their mell-
uition or Intevest, they are drawo.

The Becretary gives an account of the sever-
al atations,

THE NAVY YAIDS,

The Becrotary says of the Navy Yorda:—I
wy annuanl reporta of former years in refer-
soes (o our navy yords, aod to orge that thelr
regourced may boe mereased and developed to
mweet the emergencied of thess wars to which
even the wost peace-laving nations are linble,
and which are hoest averted by o rendiness for
aetion glould they be Lhrnst upon s, At the
wost of our navy yards little could be done
durmng the past year beyond wmaking the re-
palrs to keep them from falling to decay,

AT MARE ISLAND,

ur only naval estnblishment on the Paclfie,
te pew dry dock dod the iron working shop
tor gonsirtction are well in band and will add
lnrgely to its resoarees,  We have great navil
interestds on the Pacifle, und I eannot too
Arongly expross the bope that Congress mony
il gilion them by Hbersl approoriations ww
levelop thilg admirably placed acsenal,

ESTIMATES FOR THE YEAR.

Tho estimates for the next flscal year nre
e.ena285, amd to this 1» ndded the som of
1804, 530 for carrent repolrs of binldings, dooks,
ind fngdeninl expeuses 1o tho pavy yards,

These estimptes ave less than those of
nst yeur by rather mors than $2,000,000, but
they do not lpelude any extraordinary cxpeondl-
fure for the permanent lmpr vemoent of the
DUy nor the smoeunts pocesary arither for the
repatr of our iron-olnd 1eqt nor for the con-
tiuned prosecution of some of the groat Works
precssary to the proper condition of our naval
establisbments,

THE VIRGINIUS DIFFICULTY.

1 have fell il o bo my duty, under [he exist.
g oirenmstanees, to take promptly every
mWonus i Wy power to put our pvailulve toree
ln the bost pussible conaltion for lmmedlnts
did netive servies. Al the power and menns
OF the depnriment ave noy devoted tothis end,
greatly mdoed ntrevery pol by the enthusias-
e netivily of the officers 1 every grade of the
service. Ditienlt of secemphsbment a8 oonr
purpose nt fivat seemed, dilllealtica, and even
apparent impossibilities, aro found to fade
uWay belore determifintion and organized ac-
Hvily, nod the vavy s alrendy e sueh g con-
ditton that those 1o whom our jnterests and
honor ave entrasted may be relieved from the
Hmburrassments of w sitnstion where jost de-
ferwpation wight be disregarded  bDotause
fhought 1o be powerless, or decent considera.
tion be mistaken for fear. It Is neither neees-
Sy nor properthat T sponld enter hers mto
lotuwls of our proparations.  Sunlllee it to say
sk nrespoctable loroe of war vessels ana
oonitors s plready on the sea and concen-
tonvimg it the station nearcst the seeno of ouy
possible diflionltes ; that our wholo nvallublo
ow-elad flect s 1 band, and overy wor v
sal that will flust In netlye preparation ot
various suvel stetions,. These will be reads
tor sen, fuliy Ouied, as sl 08 proper erews ono
i provided for them, aud 1t the necessity for
i lon should come before the time for 16 or-
FIVeH, ail there 18 of the Ameriono Navy whioh
an be put afloat ou the Atluutic Oconn will be
g condition pud position to ke 1ts propet
pacr. Inadcguato as this force way be deowed
Lo the responsibilioes uod prewniions of w
govoroméut Ilee onrs, and  girent!y nt disnd

+ NS Wi tinly will be, in rospeot to
Lhe nber gnd cltakacter of our vessols in o
outest with the flects of any respecianle nnval
rowur, Fhelieve thao tho astrvity, skill, selenes
wnd experiones of our navy will be teand
qual te
moee! o onergy will avail w covguer, They
ire thoronghly fmbued with the spinit, eaock-
Pl gl the doiagls, aod experieucod 1o the war
Hko dutios o thore professior, siiled o the
nse of wil the ternibie woapons which science
s provided  for  mipdern warfare. aod
4 mind to  weok any ersis  without
shrinkineg froin danger. T pre
wred  aod o thig  epicit. ey  are

READY TO MEKT ANY OF THEIR COUNTRY'S AD-
WEEBAHIES
with the means with which their conutry pro-
vides thom. In taking the nolion above re-
forrod to, tha Navy Depertment has slréady
Ineureed conslderable sxpense, and hus boen
forecd 1o agsume gowe rospousimlities nuusunl
in time of peace; bot, convineed of tho wis-
doin of prowpt nnd deelded action, T bave not
shrunk feom those vesponsibilities, nor hosi-
tited, with the npproval of the Poesldent, to
wake warlitke preparatious in the interosis of
pence nul huteaity, 1 contidently rely ror
RUpport in this nttituage vpon the pateiotism
andg wiod stnse of the Awedlern people and
their represcntativesa, win canuot il to re-
member that our nuval conditlon is the resuly
of caneod whilch have oon constantiy L |
ot thor coumderation, but whilch have fuiled
i resrive fall atteution, donbrless un woconob
of MOre presslog presoul reguircloguta andg

worl thua pegun saould not be discovtioued, |

beg to renew the recommendations made in |

iy ieulty which coirnze dire 1o |

obligattons, and who will eleatly reall
duties coustaully posiponed ars certs
wore difoult asd wach MUNT SXDELIVO When
poettormed Ju hasite, suder (e prossure o im-
porious yecessity, The deparaneat bas fud
NO NUCESSITY TO OVERSTELF IS APPHROPRIA-
TIONS,
even I It were lawlul to do 883 bul the press
g demnands of 1ho presest Wil cousume now
what was piroviaed Tor the SeEVIEe of Lthe yoar
in severnl of tbe working Duredus. These
musl be prowptly relleved, of their work is o
ge on.  The occason has olesr'y shown, [
think, thnt our pavy 6s I8 BXIs alionid ot
least bo put in o condition for AoLive servios,
fnd, lo any eveni, o wedoraie l!pt-l‘u]\ll-ulluu
for this purpose ought at otos to ba made,
abd if war ssould by any vossibility come, wo
wusl be lberally provided to ulilizs Loe woans
we bave sud to provide ofthers W moect Lhe
ewergency.

THE FOLANILS,

The Becrelary, In speaking of the Polaris,
snys her orulse hos beoen degidedly the most
seccessiol of Aretie expeditions.  The goo-
graplieal knowledge of the Aretle regions nas
beron lareely advuvced. A véry purticnlar
quastioning of every one of the oflicers aud
erew of the Poluris and of the selentitle corps,
except the three persons a8 Yoo vnesnmined
hus complotely satisfled Ms associates an
bimsell that Capt. Hall's 88ath o nrred from

| purely nataral eindied j that Dis Riduipsl rewt-
wont wiss jodimonasly adapied 1o his cnse, and
that be was tenderly nursed and cared for to

the lnst. Thos evidenosa has alss made 1t mani-
test that Capt. Hall was nlwaye fmibful to tbe
trust reposed 1o him o asslguing bl Lbe com-
mnod of the expediion; that be was kKiod,
tirm, and humiaue im Jbe exerclss of his ou-
thorliy ; that be was earness in bis aesire and
I g attompts to resch o tgh northern latl-
tade, nnd, If practieable, e Pole itself, and
that lvs untiwely deathh was sy lrreéparable
loss 1o the expedition, Tt also apparent that
Cupt. Buddington, who speceeded to the chilef
eommanid on the dearth of Capt. Hail, proved
bimaelf tp be n good seamnn, and that 1o all
dungetoun positions iu wiiteh the Poinris was
ploced s conduet as her eommpnder was
skittal and jodiorous, the nataral resalt of
Iong experience at sea aud m command i
gorth-rn Lititndos,  The depariment tikes oo-
casion 10 express 108 indebtedoess to the ofl
pinds of the Danish Goversment o Greenland
for thelr uniform courtesy to the ooors of the
Uiited Srates Navy conneetesd with the recent
expeditions to the Polar seas, and for the faoni-
ed Lo those expeditlons 1o pramote
their sucoess,
INTEROCEANIC CANAL.

The expoditions organized undor the nuthor.
ity of Congress for the survey of the Darien
and Nicnrdgns rouees, with the view to the
constinetion of an lntercecavie caunl, buve
completed the dates intrasted to the,

Dakiey sunvey,—Toe favorable report of
Commander Seliridge of the survey ot the
Iarhmus of Darien, 1n 1871, rendored 1t desten-
bie to explore more thoroaghly the region of
the Nupipd, and to definltaly settle bow tar the

v 1o the south could be profitably car
i the Valiey of Atrato. Commander
dge wus necordlogly ordered to organize
nuother expedition, whieh arrived 1n Panama
in Juaary lagt, The Toscarors, Commpnder
Akuap, of the Pacifle fleet, was ordered to
ute with i, nud form & base for the de-
L surveys. Ivis very gratifylog thuat the
expedition s beon so anccessful ns to mate-
rudly lproveupon the roate already disgoy-
ered nnd sarveyoed, and bas marked out u e
for this great vinterprise thol can be coustruot-
ed withinthe hontof an expenditura more
wodernle than conld bave been expected
| whon compared with thoe immeusity of Lhe un-
dertaking, nnd the grent benefita that cannot
fall, upan s completwn, 0 ovclar Lo our cou-
mereril 1nboreari,
clly stated, the route selected by Com-
mander Belfndge, fncludes 100 wilies of river
navigntion of the Aerito, wineh has been eare
tuliy sounded, and found 10 be fully capable
of bimg unvignted by the largest olnss of

oo L Berween Arrato and the
leiien ol or arvtiomn] cutis wiade bot 28

maies o length,  The onnal for 22 miles of ths

Metancs passes through & plain, with o sgrdand

uf 00 Leer.  'Thers will then remalb gix

1o Lo Pacitde, of wineh there are n

lvruie epen out and rhree miles of tasnel-

It s estimoated that the work will cust

on §50,000,000 and 860,000,000, aud that 11
completed within ter ars. A carelul
susvey and soundioga of the Atrato resualted in

Lo tact thnt, thougl capable of navigoation for

grenmbonts, even in 1ts lowest slage, to Q-

bieto, The Wl of slnp-navigation was reacoed

bt a WU distatee aboye the line selected
| for the caoni.  Burveys ol the interior settled
the faet that it would et be proficadle to ox-
plors south of the Nappi; vot only bevause
the westerly trend of ths codst wade the area
| tnat would have to be cannlized bronder in X
tent, bat also that b was trnversed by numer-
olis streums, foruing the water-shed of wonn.
| tainous ridges thoat woull bave to be cut triuns-
versely.  Moreover, the Cocdilleras, wilch
present a wiarked deprssion near tie head-
witters of the Napipl, toereas rapldly in mics
tide as you puocced south. The begith of the
it b been as slsfuciory as the pri-
cedine o + Tuese surveys, wlich tnelude e
whiole Istbmus of Doren bave nob resalted o
the log dslvglo lte tiromglfelimat cleauses,
Miteh of this Immuoley o diseuse 1o @ sick ¥
climate and an arduoss duty, 18 due (o Lhe
provident care apd voli-laid plans of the
willcers 1o cotmmand

NICABRAGUA SURVEY.~The Nicarngna sur
veying expedition, i tharge of Commiodes
E P, Lully, smiled trom tne Unlted States
Lro¢twiber, 1873, apd stiirned o July last.
L resalt of 1ts fubors prove the existonte of
i prueticabie route foran juterocenme ship-
conpl, baviog Lake Nigoragus at vd sammit
level, L& progosed th conneot the luké with
the Poeitle by o camal 1650 moles w lengin,
beginolog nt the menwh of che Rio del Meoio,
wudtermnating at Beite, Toe tirst 7.50 mles
W Fequire an excavation gveraging 64 foot
I depey, and Will bt Lhe thost eXpensive pur.
Of the whole work. The protile 10r too res
of the distiuee 18 lewer than the proposed
feve! of the surfoce of the water; ewbauk-
ments will be buwilt ap with 1he woaterial ox-
cavured, Teu locks gud one vde-lock will o
regmred betwesn the luke and (e se There
Wikl be b6 mtles of lake navigation ; 96 feet o
walor cun be carelel within 1,060 feer ot the
montl o1 tue Rio dél Medie, Oun che caat side
wehantel will buvoto bo de peued, trom Bix
Lo cignt feet tor tire mites,  The bottom ls o
firm mud witbout @ single rock.

Slack-water navigation v theSan Jonn, from
es e to the motith of the San Carlug, 18 con
siered perfectly soamble; yud 1t 1s proposed
Lo Inprove the river by four dams, ope cocl ot
Castiilo  Rupids, Bnlas Rapias,
dlapiads, noid wt LUy mouth of vhie San
wil of wiieh plscs exeellenl logo
dains exist. A 8LOrt seotion of catinl with one
lock wal ve reqused o get around vach of the
upper  three dsms, From  jast above  che
fourth dam o Urey tows un tndependent canal
Wit be regnired 4190 milos in length, of walol
U6 wiles will raguire an exeavation less than
the prism of e caopnl; the remwatnng four
miles wre tpde up ol ghork tegches, woeeo the
ling cuts through ills, Beven lovks, besides
thosy abrensn Loe dams, Wil b ceguived, nug
| #ioulid b located in tuo Wills in order 1o take

wivaninge of the natnral rock tosodation.

SUie nprovement will v required o places

e ibe river-bed, for which the nmouut bas

boen oomputed and the eost esthmated.,

Lhe toiul leugth of the proposed canal 1s 61,
| 74 wiles, of which 47.97 miles nre in excava-

Hion and slmbanikment.  The average depth ol

excavauon turouzhout 1s bui uing fect abuve

Lhir prisio of the sapal. N0 tunvel 18 requoired,

Uie barber of Greywown hos beon purtinlly

iedlroyed by o mile which comes from the Sun
| Carlos, winl others of whe lower tribituries of

tue Bapn Juan, and the brauel of the river
leading to Greytown hns beeow o 8o muoh tilled

o that it 1s now, at thoe lowest stage of the

witor, bot 824 foet wide nnd s1x inohes deop at

the fork, Lt 8 proposed to shat off s braveb

rely nnd send all the salt-braring water

Zh the Colorado month, wnieh emprles

iato the sea 18 miles from Greytown, and to

pdont 1o the barbor only the water of the

cannl, whicn heing drawn fron the mn river

nbove the mouath of the San Carlos wiil ve per-

| foctly elean, The harbor then onee clegrad
out, will lenve votlitug to deterlorate It ngin,
A short broplownter will be réquired ro protect
the enteanee trom the sarl, also one nt Brlto,
Both of wiieh sie Ineluded 1n thé eatimate for
| the work, Carveful ganges at the lowoest souee

Bhow thnt : ienrigua waill supply @8

Hnes the s ble comand of waler.

Tiwe elimpre 1n gopsitdered perfeotiy healphy

for temperate perople who adopt the stopleat

snitary  precaution Parl proof of this (s

that por o topn hos coon o8t o either of the

exprdiions lately operaling 1o the country,
thopeh constantly sobjected Lo severe labior

L0 OX podire,

There are many excellent reasons for

not sleeping in church. Here is anew
one: In North Adnms a somnolent
| young gentleman npon awakening
fonud This false teeth lying upon his
bosom, with many heartless neighbors
enjoying the apectacle.

“Jury,” said o Western judge, *“You
| kin go and find a verdiet. If you can't
| find one of your own, get the one the

lns jury uged.” The jury returned a
verdict of snicide in the ninth degree,

War Department.
THE SECRETARY OF WAR.

The anvunl report of the Becrotary of Wae
sliows that toe cotimates for military purposes
wr the year onding June 30, 1874, were 835 529,
37856, Tue astrmates for 1he sam
the 5 ear ooding June 9, 1575, are £54
the exersn of The next Year over
onoe belog $35¢ 044 11,

¥ anrreut

The appropriation for
military purpos the year ending Juue 00,
1574, was $31.M7 ¢ . Congross 18 asked 1o
BPproprinte £23 000,00 for butldine and sroing
foris. Ho suggests thal some action be tiaken
toward 1o passage of 6 poaltive lnw Lo punlsh
recruits who bave deceived reerulting officers
by lulseiy swenring to their uge or physieal
conditron, and saya: “In my jndgment be
shiould be immediately turnsd over to A oropes
tribuusl, and the United States law ofllesr i
whose distoict a reermt may have commitied
o offense, should be required to prospoute
hitg for the false osth Lo has taken, and for
the {r_c:nt expenseé e has given the Govero
went,

The bead of the Executive Department, oo

| Maroh 18, 1673, cauned an ordier to b lssued
directiong that no army officer, either active or
retired, shall, mrectly or indireetly, withont
beting ealled upon by proper authority, solleit,
suigest, or recommend notion by membars of
Coneress, for or against military aflairs.

Fitty rallroads at the close of the war, under
Exerutive opders, purchazed from thns depart
meol rarlroad waterixl to the npprazssl yalos
of over §7.500,000, thurty of them baving poid

| there debis 1 foll, The rematmng twenty
are &t1ll 1o our debt to the amouot of #4058,
00 07. The total mmonnt colleoted from these
aales, with intereat and expenscs, bas thus tar
boen §5,116,605.63.

In regard 10 headstones for soldiers' groves
in the nattonal cemetories, he atates that gons
tracta bave been awarded. Particular ¢

| liss been tilken to have these headstones per
manent when onee erected. The énuire cost
| of th &labe nud bloeks, under the contraet
as o ed, should they be éntercd lulo by
the surcessful bDidders, wil amount
| §770,045.44.
BEA-COAST DEFENSUS,
I fecl great hesitation in recommending in-
eréased appropriation at this time, but I deem
t my duty tosay that the nrinament of oug
sen-coast defenscs, whieh involves the qoes-
tton of the dotenss of our principal saw-voacd
altres from uttuele, 10 cnss of war with a oaval
| powor, 18 n subject demnndmg the enroest nt-
tentlon of Congros The princinal elties on
onr ¢ tarein a very defengeless stuts, nnd
the tedions and costly work ol prepuration
eannet be eommenced on the bresking out of o
war with the hope of accomplishing any uade-
quate result, The work muse be dooe in the
of penoe, without waitiug for wn npgertain pe
riod 1o gearob witer perfection in guo-constriic-
tons. The umpovtanee of this subjeot lnerenses
with the earnest and coptivued efforts on the
part of all pntions to suppiy their forts with
| the most improved armament, and shonld war
Hod thlg country without propeér defepss
ngninstiron-clads and thowr greak guns, the re
sponsibility canpot rest on this Department,
s the importhnee of tho subject hus beey
brought to the attention of Congress, An hp
propriation of §1.440,652 1a estimated tor by the
Caef of Orduanues for the next HUseal year for
the purchnse of smooth-bore gnus nnd for car-
ringes, which sum will provide for one-sixth,
only, of the guns and carringes that will be re-
quired for fortifications which witl bo ready
by the 30th of Juuve, 1674 Tiis amonut 18 nol
curhraced 1o the regular eslimates of appro
priavops for the army, 98 teretofore alinded
| to, but 1t is a subject of (great imporinnee, ind
| the guesnon of these appropriaiions ls respeet
fully subugittad.
TORPEDOES,

|
P With the small appropriations eranted for
trinis with torpedoes, ths investigatlons upon
thig sulject bave been continnsd, to the beye-
At of our aystom of subwarise mines, This
acoegsory for the defense of our barbor 1o re-
cent years bos doveloped into ove of great
Importunce among the maritime powers, and
to invesiieats the recent electrical methods
And systems of torpedocs, s well as to procare
cortiin materials, two otlicers of engiuecrs
were seat during the summer to Earope, Tha
results of their mission are the colléetion ot
valuahle Information on thia subject, and a
savineg of expenditare to the Government,

RIVER AND HARBOR IMIPROVEMENTS.

The river and harbor {mprovementsa men-
tioned 1o my last anoual report bave been
continued, and the works aod surveys con-
peoted toerewith hivve been enrlled on dunng
the past year with vigor. Detailed toforma-
tion iy regurd to each specitle improvemaent,
and the resulta of snevoeys difected to be mads
by the River und Hurbor Approprintion aots,
miy be found in toe report of toe Cuief of
Englnoers,

The pmwprovement of our rivers aud hurbors
consista chicfly in giving inereased widtt and
depth to existiog chonunel-ways aud basius,
npud protecting thom, or increasiug new cban-
pels aud basing and gving thewm protective
works. The operations to this end comptlae
the removal of obstrnouons of varions kinds,
such os roek in place apd bowlde bura of
clay, sometimes mdurated; of gravel, sand,
and other alluvial matter; of rafee, often ex-
tending frow the surface of the river ueurly Lo
the boltom, formed by masees of drifting
trees, or the ancenmulution of slibs, edgings,
and sawdust:; of timber and other consirucs
tlons pluced In cbhavnel-ways to obstrnot or
plose them; the construcrion ot dikes, dams,
wing-ilous, apd revetments, and the banding
of ennals, bréenkwatets, und gaers, nll tending
Lo promote the geuoril imterests of commerge
nod navigation, by turnishing inereased facili-
es  of communication aud glyviug greater
soenrity to trade.

The piver aud harbor lmprovements, men-
fioned mn the last annual report, bave beéen
coptinued, nond the works aud surveys con-
neotod therswith bave beco carried on doriog
the past yeur with vigor,

A bonrd of experienced officers, of wineh
Gon, A, H, Terry wus President, was cone
vened in September, 1572, for the selection of o
breech loading sysiem lor the wuskels and
carbines of the military servioe. Afrer au ex-
baustive trinl of all the systema presontod, tlie
hoard seleeted the Springteld breecb-loading
system ng the ome of wll those bronght berore
i, whioh 18 best couleulated to meet the de-
mands of our military service, The report of
the bonrd was approved, und the Springlleld
ayatem of breech-loader will benceforta be
usied for muoskets and earbines of the army.
At the same tme the eulibre of sl small nrms
lor the service—rifles, carbines, aud revolvers
—bns been fixed ot 46-100 of an foel,

UNITED STATES ARMTY.

Gien. Bherman, the iend of the army, says {n
bis repore: to the Secretaey of War, that the
ageregate showing 18 95,600 enhisted mon of
cavulry, artillery, aud Infantry, and 3,070 non-
oombatinis—the whole agzregating 49,605, or
406 loss than the wumber (30,000 Hmwited by
jnw. Inihe active reglments toe namber of
men sick and on tha pecessary details about
the posts will fuldy egual twenty five per cent;
g0 that the sctudl strength formbitary serviee
doos notexcead 10,052 wen, He recommends
thnt Congress be nsked to fix the Hmit of the
eniisted fores nl such o Bgure os will give 50,
G0 enlisted men for the regiments of the line,
aud to provide specinicaliv for toe non-com:
hotant detaebwents ns W exoca foree, waleh
would weredse the potaal g ber of enligied
men to about 45,000 men.

The number of reclinental commisstoned
officora on duty or belongive to the several
departments aud divislons niwber, 1 the
AERTegate, 1,502; present for duiy 1 224; absent
on leave or dutuched, 208,

The foregoing dovs vot includoe the thirty-one
Becond Lieutcnutis peeoniiy
oivil life, now Ludes
wenls,

uidire to J Lo regl-

XLITId. CONGRENS,
BENATE.

The Benate meets duily st 12 m.

Me, Sumner introdoced abill to nmend the
Constitition so as 1o olect the President for six
vanrs, to abolish the electoral-college syatem,
and to sbolish the offiee of Viee-President,
Also a bill to authorize the issne of compound
interest notos as a substitute for logal tenders.
Alao, o bill to protect persans :l._'.:ni_lwt iu\‘pigi_ing
from abrosd or kidoapping, forcible restradnt,
or involuntary servitude.

Hills were iutroduced to yepeal the bankrupt-
oy aet und to fix the date for the resumption of
#pecie payments,

HOUSEE,

Mr, Halo introduced a bill ro ropeal the in-
orease of sulary lnw.

My, Biarlweather presented s petition for
pensions to all the soldiers of the war of 1812,

Roa Oaxn,—Two ocups of sugar, one
ege, o piece of butter the size of an egg,
one enp of sour milk, one teaspoonful
of soda, n listle salt and nutmeg, one
tenspoonful of lemon, three enps of
flour; beat the white of an egg separ-
ately, the sugar and yolk and butter to-
gether; bake in a thoroughly heated
oven,

wre |

appolared from |

The Currency Question.

The report of Lthe Covtraller of the Carrenoy
bas the fullowlog with rofereuco 0 the panio
wl 183

Toe wonetary erists of 1853 may bo sald to
bave bad its beinnlog lo New York Cuy on
Sept. 5, by the fatlure of tus Warchonse Seou-
riy Company and of two bousos whleh bad
lult their reguine business to embark in enler-
prises forcign thorelo, whioh wers followsd on
the LaZh by the Tatlure of 6 numboer of leadibg
stock broker Arms in New York. Toe suspen-
slon of currebey puyments Tollowed, sud was
ot flrat coufitned 1o opuksof New York City.but
wierward extended to orber lnrgs st fy
cuuss tbe New York benks conld not réspond
to the deémmands of thoir eorrospondents in
Lthoss ellies, and theso 1 lurm could bol re
spoud Lo the demnnde of their correspondents,
Tne exchange on New York, which would oth-
erwise have commanded a sligol preoiao,
was at a diseovnt, and to a copaderable ¢x-

| tent unavaiianble. The suspension of the banks

In ether leading cliles alioost withour exeep-
tion followed, and ther partial or eotirs sus-
pengion continued for Loty davs, until coufll-
depcoe was In 8 measnre restored by the re-
sumption of the Now York Cily banks on the
first day of November,

foc barveat was pearly o1 gquite complete,
nud the bius and graovacies were fall (o over-
flowlpg, The mwunniaclarug aud minvg
interests hod slso been prospervas durng the
FUnr, aud there was guod protise tiat the fall
trade, whtoh hnd opotmt, would bo as large oa
duripg previous y-ars. The value of the eere.
als, potatoes, tobucon, snd by, for 1572, 18 esti-
mated by the Departineat of Agricallurs pt
#1 885,000, Au estimare based apon the don-

fus retarns of 1869 gives the probabile nggre-
| ante valoe of mon ketable progduoes of andustry
that your as $4,006.000,000, und o smilnr esti-
wate upon the sooe isks pod upon the revuims
to the Agricnitural Department, Ives an in-
eroase of #1,7688,000,000 1or 1818 over the smovut
tor 1668,

Tue nomedinte canse of tho orisia is appar-
ent. Toe mouey markel wad becuie over-
londed w1t debs, the cost of rallroad construe
| tion tor flve vears past belug estimoated to have
| been §1,500,000,000, or ubout $340,000,000 anna-

ally, While doebt Dbased upon winose every

i wrgperty, State, eity, lown, Ikna-
orporations, ant wining colopiies

had been sold 1o the wmurke!. Suci bobas sud
stock bad been disposcd of 1o w consigerable
extent in forelgn murkets, and @s loag as tois
pontivued, the sale of simiar secur.los was
gtimaloted, ana pdditivonl smounis offored.
Wheo the Bales of suel secucitivs could oo
lopger be effvcted nvround, the bonds of ral-
ronds aud other enterprises of hike palure
which wei In proocss ol consiraoungn, woere
thus foyvesd npon the Lome  wa Ko, aotie Hhelr
negotiption pecams aglinost unpoeeible,  Tue
bankers of the City ol New Yok who were
purdenod with the lood « Id wot respond to
toe demands of thair credi foe pumvrins
holders of simULve sectiritles becae alarmed,
and tue patle soun exieuded thionguvas the
eouplry.

Many measur®s of reform are proposed in
order thut the lessons of Lhe crigis may not be
lost, and otbhers be led hereafler to commit

| guntlar errors,  Umty of wevlon aioopg (he
loading courts of the greay aities will do wmore

to reforia abuses thpyu uoy Congtessionnl o
| aetmwent, for uuless suol corporations sbull

unlte and josisr npon legibinate wetboos of
| conducting busimeass, the livws of Coudress 1o

relgrence thereto will be Lkely suon to bocume

LHoperative, sucn cuniclwents be obpseryoes 1o

their true spieit by the Tew, while th

evade them and LHUS IDVHE & 0

mmtiar disasters, 10 bowever, the hails s

disinehined to unlte for sooh o purpose, the

Joglglution required f Congreds will besne;

&5 will induee associdtions s os 1 Ly

of New YWk to retidn 1 tasie vaults suel

funds a8 ure not pecded nt the Clikl

centre lor purpuses O (ee1iineie .

The Coutroller 1 lys st Ity
wholo amount of ittonnl Bhng currenoy, 1
wal ftonder notes ond fipctivtial cure poy 1s-
sued up 1o October WHh Wis §7306,010,150
wernher 150 the numoung Lud Juereasea Lo §360,

(.5

The Interior Department.

| The Secrmtary of thie Tutorior says: On the

31 of Miureh last, an act was approved, on-

titicd “An st tp ¢ mrags e growth of tim-
o Western priiciss, the tret scetion of
which provides:

Thar any person who shall
ned keopo In lentt srowing coudition for

yours torty of tunber, the trees
hereon oh belog more than twelve feet apart
ehoeh Wiy, on any quarter sectton of any of
bho pubiie lands of tke Unlted States, alinll bo
ensptied tea patent for the whole of the sald
guarter section, at the expirution of the said
Len yeusra, on wnking proof of such fact by not
less than two credibis witnessesa; Provided,
That oniy one qearter iy puy soction soall bo
thiys granted,

The Cownnastoner of
Offiee, 1 preparivg
under tha s1xth
ny

plant, protect,

the General Land
rules aad  reguintions
Bogrion of the nbove act, in
ortocany lts provisions tuto «ffect, re-
1 o perm't more thnn one eotry ol @
Ilj' prier soction to be waide by any one person,
VLbs clnimed on the other band thet this act
per ony persgon to muke antry ol 48 many
fquatier sections ns he socs e, Wihale it may

e perfoetly slear that the raling of the Com-

wEsioner 8 pecording to the true legal inler-

preniion of (ne act, 16 seems to me (hat 1t 18

Hr accord with the gencrnl purpose of Con-

giess 1o aisposing grataitously of the public
gomsit, aud (it to allow o contrary tuterpro
tintdon wonld e to encourage the inoumbrance
of the publiec domatn, by enires of this char-

e foow i amount, Uy perspns whosoe ot
cumsipoces enatne them 10 make tho neces

EUryY expentitures, wberoby the pablio lands

would be withdinwn foom the freo and onsy

sottlement now secured to persons of moder-
ate means; sl that, in (s mupner, consid-
erable Inconvenieuce nand lojustics to pre-
cmptors and homestend settlers woold weoes.
surily epsus. 1 bave deemed 1 best, there-
fore, to sURt 4D Lhe constiuetion put upon the
nit by ths Commissionel of the Geoernl Land
OMce, and in tals manner, to /mvite the atien-
i of Congress to the sabjeot, o that, 11
decmed uecesanry, they mwny declare dissipetly
the vight of any ong maividoal to moake as
miuy locitions s be sees v nnder tho alore-
snid wot.

THE PACIFIC HAILROAD.

The Seeretory of the Intorior publishes, as o
part of his report to Cougress, a statement of
the Pueifle ratronds and their branches of the
Unton and Central Pacifie rulirouds. He says
that the stock subseribed to the lormer

mnts to £36,75,600, nud that this, within n

‘ion, bus Deen paid o, snd to the lutter,

608,000, of  wihinch $54,275.000 bas been pand.
Lbe Union Pacitlo owes the governmept uow
Innterdst for bt $27 846,512, and e ('eutral,
§07,806,080 ; 1n all, $65,103,102,

The Canning Thrush,

| There is much more intellect in birds

| than people suppose. An instaunce of

this ocenrred the other day at a slate

qnarry belonging to a friend, from
| whom we have the narmtive, A thrush,
| not aware of the expansive properties of
gunpowder, thought proper to build her
nest on aridge of the quarry, in the
very centreof which they wereconstant-
ly blasting the rock, At first, she was

very much discompoged by fthe frag-
| ments flying in all directions, but still
she would not quit her chosen loeality,
She soon observed that a bell rang
whenever a train was about to be fived,

and that, at the notice, the workmen |

retired to safe positions, In a few days,
when sho heard the bell, she qnitted
her exposed situation, and flew down to
where the workmen sheltered them-
selves—dropping close to their feet,
There she would remain until the ex-
plosion had taken place, and then re-
turn toher nest. The workmen observed
this, narrated it to their employers, and
it was also told to visitors who came to
view the quarry. The visitors naturally
expressed a wish te witness so eurious
a specimen of intellect; but as the rook
counld not be always blasted when visi-
tors came, the bell was rnng instead,
and for a few times answered the same
purpose, The thrugh flew down eiose
to where they stood, but she perceived
that she was trifled with, and it inter-
lered with the process of incubation;
the consequence was, that afterward,
when the bell rung, she would peep
over the ledge to ascertain if the work-
men did retreat, and if they did not,she
would remain where she was,

. "
The Signal Service.

| Tha whoie number of statiovs from which
| Togular meteorio reports are now rooeived
#2. of which 78 are fu the Uoited States, 1110
Canada, and 3 i the West Tudwes.  The regulat
telegraphiie reports from Havana began on
Augusl 6, from Klogston, Jamaicn, on Sept.
18, and from Baptiago de Cuba oun S«pt. 29,
| Thres other poiuts in Porto Rioo, Guadeloups,
aud Barbados will be equipped s soon us ob-
servers cau be deslgonated. It s & matter ol
regrel that there 18 no intervationnl Arrapgo-
meng with the sothoritles of any of thosa
slands, nor is there at presant auy retorn of
weather telegrnma provided for or oflicially
requested. Sceps wre In cuntemplation by
whiah 1t is hoped the neossshry arrangementa
will be effocied. A plan bhas been adopted
whoreby o synopsis of thoe reports and tha
probabliities have been forwarded to wany
potnts n the terior not reached by tele
graph, nod this plan bas given satisfaotion to
e farming awd interior population. Thero
are nloetesn sp«cial river stations from wiioh
renoris of the dopths of water in the prinoipal
rivers of the United States are dolly made by
telograph at particuiar seasons during wiieh
danger from freshet may Le  anteipated.
River reporia aze also made from twenty of
the reguiar stations. Thesse daty are widaly
publishied and distributed sloog the hoe of
the rivers, and contribube to the convenictuca
and safety of the river commerce by the con-
stant sud accurate Kpowledge given of the
depth of wator lo the cuannels.  The benetits
resulting frow shess réports now in the seeond
year of thelr issue, bave been Milly ackoowls
fdged by the various intorests they Lave sd-
vanced. The total pumber of apecial river
bullatins issned have bean 33,210,  Eigot Lhon-
sand moe handeod and cighty-two  prioted
copies of the weather report are dispiayed
dally, The ascortained comparative necurioy
of deductions from reporls styled * prob-
abliines ™ has been more clearly preseated in
this thom {o procediug years, Tho perceutage
of verifioution bos bees mathemancally com-
puted tor caclh of the geograpbical districta
wentioned io the reports. The departuent
( lous . yoears, the geu-

oral suppott ol the popular opinlon of scealtfio
men and of the press in its efforls snceessiutiy
o carey oo this work, BE# have vecurtod,
but 1k bas hee { cogalzod an Inuvit-
o that Somo ceur in tho present gou-
dition of selooes, The greeat utilty of the
work 18 no longer doubted. Tt bas achieved
resnits the proiiss of whioh n few yours neo
conld katdiy bo hoped for. I s mennoned in
cunneetion with this subject tuat urrapgeisenty
Iinve besn made with  the meteorsiogienl
oftices of Russia, Fogland, and Turkey, jta
pompties Jan, 1, 1574, un exchaoge with the
United Siptes of  tue dally reporid taken
simulitpueously at  the ddifferent statioug
tirpughout the great extent of the Russian
d Turkish Eopires, the B-olush Isinnds, and
ae The co-operation of the

Starvation in Iowa.

A Harrowing Story of Poverty
Suffering.

| A citizen of Jowa has written to the
Des Moines Register from Jefferson,
‘ that State, a sad story of the hardships
and snfferings of many of the settlers in
the North-western portion of that
State. He says: *“I have just hada
long interview with a former soldier
comrade, now n homesteader in Osceola
County, and from him learn somelliing
concerning the present and fnture
wants of the hundreds of good people
making themselves liomes in that and
other counties, It will be remembered
that in 1872 good crops were raised in
that section, and that all had plenty

and to spare. In the spring of 1878,
every preparation was made for a great,
crop of small grain, and it prospered
exceedingly nntil about the first of
June, when the grasshoppers came, and
the fields of waving grain were made
desolate—entirely ruining the crop. A
great many homesteaders at once left,
realizing the coming of the present
condition of matters. DBnt hundreds of
families had not the means at command
to pay their expenses of travel, and
hence were compelled to stay. A little
corn was saved in some sections, but of
very inferior gquality., Ilenty of hay
was made, of the best grade, so the
stock will at least lhinve that much for
sulppnrt. But as to the people? My
informant makes this statement :
* Nearly every man is poor—very poor,
and a great majority are ex-soldiers of
the Union, with young families to sup-
port. When the grasshoppers took the
erops, we did the best we could for the
| coming winter. We went fo the lakes
and canght barrels of fish, but we did
not have the means to properly care for
them ; so they spoiled, Stock was
sacrificed to the sharks that infest onr
seftion, at the next to nothing of a
price, and many of us have thus eaten
up and worn out the horses and work-
cattle that had been our main stay.
We could buy no fuel, and when I left,
twisted hay and rank reed grnss was
the only fuel nine-tenths of the people
were using. Much sickness prevails,
brought on by a long abstinence from
| wholesome and nutritious food. One
family I know of has the father down
with the rheumatism, three ont of six
children were down with the mensles,
while the mother was sbout worn down
herself, Corn-meal, grated from frost-
bitten nubbins, was the only food in
the honse, if the sod and board shanty
may be called such, The people bear
with each other, and mutually extend
aid as much as possible, One young
man from Jasper Connty, who happens
| to be a good shmt, has valiantly taken
upon himself the task of keeping all in-
valid families supplied with meat, wild
game, and the day I left brought some
geese and ducks to the family I have
mentioned, Bat that will soon end,
with cold weather. Yon want to know
| what they need? They need every-
| thing—fuel, clothing, and provisions,
| The women and children are suffering
greatly already for the want of ecloth-
ing, I know of several women who
died soon after giving birth to children
becanse they could not have even the
common luxury of a cup of tea, or any-
thing nutritions to aid them in regain-
ing strength, coupled with the want of
proper bed covering. The most of the
counties ecan extend no aid, for the
reason that thieves have been running
the affairs, and have stolen all, just as
they did some years ago in Clay County,
Many families will leave on foot, having
gold their cattle or horses to keep them
alive. Bome general way of relieving
thoge who must remain must be put in
operation right away, else the first snap
o}]real cold weather will send many a
good man or women or child to death—
| frozen, becunse they will be 80 weak
and emaciated that they cannot stand
| the rigors of winter, even in its weakest
| appearance.” The person who makes
this statement I know to be reliable,
| It will be seen from this, then, that aid
eannot be sent too soon, and that a
general plan of relief must not be de-
layed longer than necessary.

antd

A Mr, Kingen, of Indianapolis, bas
authorized the benevolent societies to
draw on him for #100 per week for
charitable purposes during the winter,




