Why Does Ex-Gov. Smi

1 Ll | Lare r Ve L assomation in 1
pelier, held July 12th, 1914, former Governor Edward Curtis Sn
of st. Albans was guest of honor and one of the principa
speakers.

Among his varied activities, Gov. Smtih is head of the Central

Vermont railway systeni, which is one the corporations whose

of
inereased by the legislation of 1912

, that he should feel

taxes were materially
It i3 not suprising, therefors

some resent-

ment toward the executive whose influence was potent in W
such legislation on the statutes.

After attacking the legislatures responsible for increasing
railway taxes, Gov. Smith made a direet attack on Allen M
Fleteher, who was governor at the time the taxes of the Uentral
Vermont Railway company were increased by law

Governor Smith said:

“There is another snbject concerning which I have i

hesitation in speaking, solely for the reason that my motive {1

doing so0 muy be misconstrued, but at the risk of the criticism

that I may be passing frem the realm of political econom)
that of politics, I want to say that 1 believe our high officers
in Vermont should be kept for Vermonters. ‘Lhis doctrine
ought to be a principle of state policy at all times and ander all
circumstances. It watters not whether the position
i temporary, or whether it is for a term of years,
should be governed by Vermonters and I mean true Ver-
monters. Any departure from the strict enforcement of this
principle as a state policy will in the end lead to a system of
government of the state by absentees that will be humiliating
and disastrous, There is not a state in the Union that would
tolerate the introduction of outsiders to i1ts high offices."

“If it is right to permit a man who is a temporary resideut
of the state to represent the state in one high otfice, why is it
not equally right for such & man to represent Vermont in the
other offices of the State Government, in the legislature, in the
judiciary and in all public ottices¥ 1If it is right in any of these
instances it is right in all of them. If it is wroug in any of them
it is wrong in everyone of them."'

“The practice can only be justified on the principle of a
quid pro quo, and this means nothing else than selling our
birth-right for a mess of pottage, larger or smaller. Such a
practice can bring no ultimate benefit to the State. It only
stamps the people of Vermont as easy and holds the state up to
ridicule and contempt. What expectation or hope will there
be if such a practice is allowed to grow and increase, for the
ambition of the youth of this state?

“It would be a short step from request to a demand, and
from a demand for high office, to the suggestion followed by a
demand, for the reform of our institutions, and for the reorga-
nization of our entire political system.""

fuvalved

Vermont

This attack, made in the presence of nearly 1000 guests
athered at the Greater Vermont meeting, was characterized by
2 Rutland Herald as follows:

To say that Vermont offices should be conserved for native
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gostily f ( 1 A | 1
M W { & 1 i o i i
ters of Vern
It wo have barred Frank E, Howe, & most valnabie leg
o1 o Heutenant governoln
I i bur James Hartness of Springi ne of t S
diligent workers fur edneationa! betterment
It would prevent Theodore N, Vail froin such sery as |
I'et et the state 1 the recent nationdl o velution,
twonlid retiove £ iwtive lite John W. Titcomb, Whnost
Mz i fatthful serviee for the eonservation of Vermont fisl
Wl gan would have bewr st o Vermont under the “native
It would have disgualitied John W. Rowell, 4 jurist whose
im to g place in the hall of fame as an able jucge, and
ght citizon and & troe Vermonter conld hardly be disputed

Would Have Barred DDistinguished Governors

Thiz rule, if applied
ould have [-n_-wnln-.i the follow

lifetine of Vermont as a state,
1]1‘
butes from becoming governors of Vermunt

during the

w ng 1 distinguished attri-

T homas Chittenden, the fitst governor, [East (1

Roswell ¥arnham, born in Boston,

DO I 1ito
Asahel Peck in Rovalston,

ird, Coni
Miss

Samuel Pingree, Salisbury, N, H.  Levi K. Fuller, Westmoreland, N.I1.
Urban A, Woodbury, Aeworth, N, H. Josiah Grout, Cowpton, I'. (),
Paul Dillingham, Shutesbury, Mass,,

Frederick Holbrook. East Windsur, Ot
salisbury, Conn., _
Erastus Fairbanks, Brindield, Mass,

Julius Converse, Stattord, Conn,

Martin Chittenden,

Peter T. Washburn, Lyun, Mass.,
John G. McCullough, Newark, Del.,

Allen M. Fletcher, Indianapolis, Ind,
Moses Robinson, Hardwick, Mass., Paul Brigham, Coventry, Conn,
Isaac I|Lhem)r Newark, N. 1. Israel Smith, shetlield, Conn.
Jonas Galusha, Norwich, Coun, Richard Skinner, Litchileld, Conn.
Cornelius P. Van Ness, Kinderhook,N. Y, Ezra Butler, Lancaster, Mass,
Samuel C, Crafts, Woodstock, Conn.

William A. Palmer, Hebron, Conn.

John Mattocks, Hartford, Ct.
Charles Kilborn Williams, Cambridge, Mass,
and many others

As to congressman, the list is legion. It includes such names as
Niles, Lyon, Morris, Chamberlain, Olin, Elliot, Witherell Shaw,
Strong, Rich, Jewett, Langdon, Marsh, Noyes, Merrill, Richards,
Meech, Mallory, Keyes, White, Heman Allen, Cahoon, James, Isaac
Fletcher, John Smith, Henry, Joyce, William H. Grout.

Attacks Great Memories From Collamer Down

Among the statues in the rotunda at Washington, adjudged
worthy of honorable position alongside Ethan Allen's, is that of
Jacob Collamer, one of Vermont’s grand old men. He was born
in Guilford, Conn.

Governor Smith's doctrine would have prevented
his own uncle, Worthington C. Smith, from holding
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The sequel to Gov. Smith's speech at the Greater
Vermont meeting is the endorsement of Senator Carroll
S. Page's candidacy for re-election by the St. Albans
Messenger, Gov. Smith’'s newspaper.

Is This the Reason for Governor Smith's Attack?

In declaring his candidacy for the United States Senate, Mr.
Fleteher said:

“I am inflaenced in reaching this decision by my belief that
such decision will not meet the approval of paid lobbyists, big
interests or such newspapers as may sustain them. These ele.
ments have persistently conducted a campaign of misrepresen.
tation against the constructive legislation enacted by the
(General Assembly of 1012, and my administration as Governor,
and for reasons which appeal to them, stand today energeti-
cally and vociferously demanding the re-election of the junior
senator.”’

Do the Railroads Desire the Return of Senator Page to the United States Senate ?
WILL SENATOR PAGE ANSWER ?

— ALLEN M. FLETCHER SENATORIAL CLUB, NORTHFIELD, VERMONT.
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Brattleboro Reformer Deprecates Attack
Feferring to Gov, Siith's attack The | tlehore Heformer
said .

Ex.-(rov. E. 51 opened his mouth and stuck his foot in
it ldressing the Grenter Vermont eintio I
lect PO HLICS 11 lis tetnar Whitt he sai the In Qe
of oue of Belaseo's cha Brs, Was rreleviant 1 Ler i
not germane to the subjeet.”

If the Greater Vermout association 18 to be used as a politi
cal pgeney it will soon lose .ts usefulness, and it has started on
a conrse which ought to make it the most potential foree tor
upbuilding the state that has ever existed.

}l'lll‘-it‘ also will revolt at the idea of railvowd influence in
public affairs. There was too much of that sort of thing years
ago, but fortunately there has been little apparent attempt in
recent years by the railroads to use their intluence in publie
matters. The people of the state have shown a diposition to be
fair toward the railroads and to co.operate with them,

Another break like that which Smith made will arouse anta
gonisms which will be harmful to the railroads. We are willing
to forget what Smith said, and we hope the newspapers and the
public generally will take the same attitude.

But for heaven's sake, Eddie, don't do it again.




