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SPEECH OF

MR. UPHANM,

OF VERMOXT, ON
THE TEN REGIMENT BILL, AND

THE MEXICAN WAR.

Ivliverad inthe Senazeof the Eunted Staten, 2ebi. 15,
IS4E.

Mz, PresmresT: T do not know, sir, that ]
shall be able, in the humble part [ am sboutto
tnke in this debate, to impurt anythingof in-
terest or 1) eshmess to the :suhjL'L':. or o hr]l‘i:,!
any new itribution of fhets to bear T the
the (restions 1 propHee todisens=. Almost ev-
ery topin connected wit
the existing war with Mevic
deil toand ably commented upon by honora-
Lile Senutors, who luwe preceded me on the
floor. Bue, sir, exhansted as the subject is, 1
ot content mysell with a silent vote on
51» li_':i"*?i""‘l.

Believine, as 1 do, that vnder existing laws,
e in Mexieo ean be inerpissd to near-
xtv-five thousand men, ined that the more

1 4 of the war for the pur-

L disbonorable

e s ot

nn' l'f!'l!L::.\. Le LIJ;IY}I"‘I:"'[ o reroryd
wy vole aguinst this bill.  But, [ shall doir, |
sir, with no view to entharrass the Executive

in lis cflorts for an honoralile peace; bat to
prevent the furcible dismepbernment of o
wink, distracted  sster republic, aml to pre-

serve untirnished the f nam of the coun-
try, which 1 prize infinitely  higher thin aoy
territorial acqguisifions we can make, or any

slory we «an win, by the suecess of
ke honorable Chairman of the Committes on
M oy Affuirs, in bis eloquent remarks the
other day, in supiport of this bill, c!i'ru-si"l a
Tesire that the Lill might prass without l'i‘f""i-
ey, sl that the discussion, which e was a-
ware wonld arise pwan the wur oMy of the
.\-’.: ::;er::riun,awl \\!qu'h llr‘r }1:{1! o (Eir-in'tﬁ
avoid, migle be had upon some otler mens-
ure, hereullor 10 coue  before the Senate.
This Eill, he thoushe, was safe and comnon
aromd, npon which we could  all meet and
act I-l:_:l_ﬂu‘r. ir, safe as the hovorable Sen-
ator may think the mround to be en which he
it with him, beeauso.
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And 5o between  thivmn all, you see the poor
How gers roaghls bandlal,  And vet, to ninety-
ne out of 8 Tdred these o= uever ocenr,
'l'in-‘_v never reflect that wht dovs not please them,
may pledse the next man, but they fnsise ghae if
goud for noth-
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iTte,
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New York

make a Joner story. short. fell in luve
vet unsecn lindy, and offered Ler his
it — After o mature deliberation ik
seveptod.  His next step was 1o vis

Flicre hie kept himeelf ont of the way of his'in-
tonded wife, thougst both parties were making nr-

rangetents for thoeir muion.  The duy was fix

also the bonr. und the friends of the '|_.,.j_|- Frr—
anil she was remvivio
the proceeding=,

bled in ber father's

¢ berulded by his
the futare sou-in-law
oied byall
stamling a-
mong her triends completely veiled.  The elorgy-
mn now stepped firwend, and the marr ro-
mony was performed: then it was that the l
Lrst fixed hiz eyes upon the eves and conntenance
6f his wife.

present, the lady inthe meanwhile

ysician in this viry, bringing with Lim a stout
whose robust appesrance indicated that he
it prave & mateh for any disender. The anx.
wits father stated to the doctor thut os his son had
diposed 1o the small pox, Le <hould Jike 1o
- Wi centilated i it @0 not eost over hulfa
Uar — Rokester Mo ien

Iy The other dava countryman calied on n

t !IFEIP' 'T‘E" -.l'w!l"_'a-'.. rii-
it of overy poecple 1o

wes, amd At the smse fime
Wl g ""'."1"*":“ i f ; t Upos
wil st et it ]rruil.‘p,;‘ul"m- SONCTH

tn maiu-

aent o which they hasve oo 171;'.1-'3[\'
ol fo wlnel ¢ ]
vogdenin the

sxation of

of Sanli

o Austiin, sl still we

i dismemberment  and
lewim 12t 1

i emlerient  of

ey Ex

ik o

ider He

L (T

Wi are atlen 1!'
uilie s and if'sh
<, the al ni-n"‘.['?':
the honornbde Chalrman
Militry Ailairs says,

will e cumpelled

el s>

ritory,

in our pow
ut

- -:n‘_ IEr'-_- ‘;I:i\-
our feet—we cnn e
amd Llot her n:

at =owly an act of 1t

ontrivee, veoihl hirine

s
Me. FOOTE. T am ||rrfh- supee 1) tlu
Senator haz no desite 1o pierenresent nne
m this ] v 1Chpe
hias not I ngnof

nittee on M
o on tht

=OTTVEMGN 08

: b -
0 hias been imiformiy spoken of by ns a-

kit 1o be '].l'ill'l"';lt"ll. but from which, i
hreed npon: us, we were to) dedoes all the
coold that was pessilile.

Mr. UPHAM. 1 have no desire to misrop-
resent any Senrtor, bt | understosd . the
honarable Chairuan of the Commitice on
Military Atlnirs, in alloding to this sut jeet, to
iy, that it might be necessary, in order to
lming the war to an honorable cloce, 1o alsorb
the whole of Mexico, Ilowever, 1 have his
remarks betore me, aml will rend them, In
the debate on the instractions to General Scott
to oceupy the repullic of Mexico, the Senutor
sanyc
“I repent what T before said, that the Joneer
Mexieo eomtinues  her olstinate rt'jn‘ti:'nrc-f
reasgnible indemnity, dnd the greater the ex-
crtion she compels ns to make, the greater
will be our demnnds and the heavier her los=
ex. What we woald have acoepted last year,
or even at the commencement of the I)]';ﬂq?n!
campaien, we mny well refuse now: and what
we would sceept now, we mny  well refose af
ter a few months.  And how much the pub-
lic sentiment of this country may demand a
year or two years henee, if the war continges
=o long, Tdo not pretend to prodict. We
may have to make the great cxperiment <o
dreaded by the Senntor from South Caroling
and the Senator from Kentucky, and annex
the domain of Mexico 1o our own.  Thisis the
penalty which pational injustice has often
been ealled to pay, and whiij Mexico may be
prepiring for herself,” ’

Mr. CASS. Ihave again amd agrin been
called upoir to state the purport of the re-
marks to which the Senator alludes, nod 1
do Tope that it will not be neecessary 1o enter

fost a desire for the annexation of the whole
of that country.  But [ never expressed any
opinion in favor of such a result: but. on the
contrary, it is a thing to be feared and avoid-
ed.

Mr. UPHAM. The positionthen, that the
Senator _has assomed is, that such might be
the condition of things, such might be the ob-
stinary of Mexieo in refusing to yicld to our
demands, that we might be compelled to pros
eeute the war tosuch an extremity as wounld |
lead to the destruction of her nationality, and |
ihe ahsorption of her whole territory by the
Uuited States.  And, sir, notwithstanding this
result s deprecated, and, 1 have no doubt,
sincerely, still, in my humble judement, the
tendency of the measures reconmnended Ly
the President, if earcied out to the full ex-
tent, must inevitnbly remltin the absorption
of the whole country; and I think 1 can sec
in the siems of the times cnough lo alarm the
country in reference to this subject. Such a
policy has heen more than dimly shadowed
torth in the resolutions introduoced by the
bonorable Senxtors from New York and In
ana.  The former suggested to the count
the propricty and  expedieney of strepetli

inr our commereial relations by the anne
L3 ‘ contizuous territory.  The Intter a-
vowetl the cot

tutional power and authority
of our Gevernment to ll-:‘d and govern Mex-
iro as n depondent proviuce.  Sir, I have
seon it pvowed in the procoesdings of putidi

mecting:, in the speeches of our militars of-
firers who have won glory and renown upou
the Dattle-fields of Mexien, and who have
returnod Leciuse there are na more laurels 1o
sined, and have unilertaken  toindotirin-
e the people of this nation that it is our du-
ty or dlestiny to carry into Mexico our free in-
stitations, and that this wur onzhit to be pros-
ceated unfil her movernment is overthrown,
and & move liberal government established, w0
bee sustained by the power of our arms
What? Are we, then, to beeome a nation of
wopagnndists #  Why, sir, sowme gentlemen
Iu\\‘ rone so far a8 to denounce every man
who riises his voive against the prosecution
of & war, for the purpose of fureing wpon
Mexirn a govermuent of which she does not
approve, ns traitors to their conntry ! Such
is the sentiment oxpressed in the =pe ol of
¢l Morman which 1 have befure me.

» Christiape,” sms be, *we are bound
to protoct the Mexicans fromthe bal inten-
tishe of their rlers” “And” be adds, “<all
who will advoeate the withliolding of supplies,
or withdrawing our aruies, disguise their son-
timents bowever they way, under whatever
artiul plea they choosse, are traitors at heart.”
Yes, sir, evesy man, eyery citfzon, every
h;--u-T;Lrot'{'un;_ar._-s«- who Lelieves it 1o be lus
dhtity 1o rnise his voice against the further pros-
oruijon of the war, for the purpese -
vovwed by the Administration, is denounced
Liv this orator ae a “tritor nt heart,” and on-
i Yenee of the [lm-;-!ln I al-
o have in my | s ST i £ wirhh ot € ]
Stockton, advocating the sane pri
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I believe that the sentiments sdvanced o
ol, an anil Ca Stoxktan, so &
v meeting with .!i-'.\:_.;.:' ntion an the oova-
<inis on which they were expressel, clicited
the mast unequivecal marks ol thvor.  Thoswe
mem, indoed, svem to have been prep:
ing the minds ofthe peonle for the ung
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Ir POWETE,
I ORI
* next resi-
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©wT'he I & o Munauna-
ng-place in the extension of freedom’s area
Now, sit, these sinifleant indiertions tror
Iy fmipress upen my mind the convistion, how-
evermorch th res ay be depreeated, that
sreat efferts are mrking to convines the e

nle, that it 15 the v of vir Gove

1o extend its jorislictinn over the entire con-
fiuent,  An ocean-bound pepublic isspoken
of with apparent seriousness. Lot it not be

sl that tl o be H._'}'.!I'\’
reamled Vi e ot be
on, the interpretation which o
p people have put upon the poliey which the
Government seems to bave adopted.  Awd,
sir, if this perilous career of conqueston which
we have entervd, is not 19 be arrested till onr
grms shall have salijusated the whole Ameri-
can continent, itis surely time that the coun-
try understood it. Tt fime that the voice of
warning should areuse the people to o full
sen=e of the impending danger.

Our Govermment was not construetes with
4 view to wars of aggression and  comquest,
The armies contemplated by the Constitution
are armies of defeuce, and not of :\;_'g!'('ih;i 11
—anuies 1o defend our own territory, not
invade the territories of other nations.  The
unfimited power to mise and sapport armies,
conferred upon Congress by the Constitution,
was looked upon with great jealowsy by the
peeple. It was assailed in the State conven-
tioss, and elsewhere, with great zeal and per-
tinacity, as dangerous to liberty, and sulver-
sive of the State povernments. It was said,
that the power being mnlimited, Congress
wight keop large 2-mies constantly on foot,
and thus exhand the resources of the country;
and that we npight be compelled to live under
a government of military forve.  Tothess sus-

gestions it was: replicd, that the power was
necessary, and that to be of any value, it
mnst be unlimited ; that the power was ex-

clusively confined 1o the leg sative Taxly, to
the representatives of the States, and to the
le of the States, and that it would be safe
n (':].:f.-ir hamidls; that the power was necessary.
berause we wore surrounded by the coloui
and dependencies of powerful forvicn movern-

into any explanation with regand to them
bereaftor.
ilues not intentionally mistake my views ; but
I will repeat. that ol slong 1 have depreeated
the absorption of the whole of Mexico: but,
ng the Senntor from Misdssi
saed, T added, that if foreed upon us, we must
make the most of it. At the time when the
honoruble Senator from Sonth Carolina ( Mr.
Calhonn) introdaced his resolutions, 1 stared
distinctly. that it Mexico protracted this war, I
the !,uI.Ii-- opinion of the

am confident thar the Senatnr'

ppi has correctly |

= Pt L
duntry migit m;u.l pro;

wments, whise maritime powers misht furmnish
them with the means of annorance, =nd mis-
chief, and invasion ; that it was necessary to
| pratestour frontiers aoninst the Indians, and
| to man our forts and marrisons in  different
partsof the country.  Here, sir, you have the
reasqns for which the power “to mise and sup-
port frmies” was deemed necessare.  The con-
quest of foreign States and provinces was nev-
er dreamt of by the framers of the Consti-
tution. But the wisdom of the past, with the

is folly ; apd, indecd, =0 rapid has been the
advaneement bevond that old-fashioned de-
moeraey, which prevailed in the better days
of the republie, that calls bave actunlly been
made for conventions ofthe people to revon-
sruct the government.  To carry out these
splondid schemes of national sograndizement,
it has been found pecdssary (o wage war -
gainst the freedom of speech and the press; o
war infinitely more dangerous to the liber-
tice  of rhe ini'!rf(? than a war.of conquest.
The messsee of December, 1586, eontains the
deelaration of war amainst free discusson, and
= Joave to read it:

“The war has been, (sags the President.)
represented as unjust and unnecesary. :
one of agrression, OB OUF part, UpOR 4 W
- inj memy. Such erroncons views,
riained] by few, have been wilely
lated mot only at howe, but have Leen
wd thronghout Mesico and the whole
A wore ng eowld not
bave been devised 1o e the enemt ™
and pro

W Cpnse, and thus

. 15 a2 bold, and Lwas about to szy.
. on the pertof the Ezec
all inquiry into the origin, ne-
eessity. judtice and purposes of this war. All
s eall in quistion the power of the
Presilent to witee war, and to prosecate it
1w purposes of conquest and plander. an
denounced as traitors to their conntry. Al
w lonlit the necessity of the war anl
think it coald, and should, have Leen avoliled,
are held up as adbering to, and advorating the
canse of the encmy.  These déenunciations sir.
eoming from that high soree, should not be |
suffercd to pass nnnoticed and mncondemned.
Tho framers of the Constitution, reganding
free discusion as the great safigruand of liber-
ty, declared, in the first article of suendments,
that “ ess shall make no law abiridging
the frecdom of speech or the press™ Flhis
right of free diseasdon belongs to the people.
and no power on earth =hould be "l‘l’llllt!!.‘l‘. iu
abridee or mpair it. It s the areat power that
overturns desputisis and builds li]lh']mln'ﬁm
—it shakes tyrants from their thrones and
conters the blessings of liberty upon millions of
our race—it Kindled the fire of our own rev-
olution and made us a free and independent
nution—and it s the hest sedurity we can
have for the preservation of our libertics. It
i dieve, who, in speaking in
sc of Commons on the power of the
press to avert the eneroachments of the Mims-
iry, exelaimed in one of s loftiest strains of
nee:
“Give thema cormipt Honse of Londs; zive
3  Houwse of Commons : give them
tyrannical Prince; give them a trockling
= anid Jot me have but an unfettered |
and Iwill defy them to eneroach o
tth upon the liberties of England .
If the frecdom of the press  were so essen-
rial to thepr on of British liberty, it w
b peanzdid nite wore  important (o
v of 4 Governmoent like ogrs, lonnd-
ed npon. amd desiving ts support from en-
fiehitened public opision,  But, to I-:w o
ventlemen have searched for precedents for
this war, and the Senator from Linois imag-
ines that he kas discesversd one in the warof
1812, ¥ hiesays, “was declared
in the sawe Trm amd slnost m the same lan-
anna ns the present.™  Sie, did President
disom  announce to the country that war
existon] between the United States and Great
Orp ditl he inform Congress thai
ieulties | efwoeen the two eonun-

who

‘

the Ik

had been received, which we hod armed our-
selves to redress,. Whoeser locks at the e
bates upun appropriation bills for the support
of the war of 1312, will find that most of the
opposition was bused wpon the ground thac
the naval power shoubi be aupmented to
meet the enemy on (he oeean, instead of iu-
creasipg the arny for the invasion of Canada,
But to pass to anothor poiut.  Tstated inthe |
ontset that, under existing laws, eur forve in |
Mexivo eoilld Lo increased to nearly 63000
wien. N, #ir, s this true ? The honoralle
wtor Trom A at, the other day, sail, |
that he did not so u ratand it. To = I
this question I will refcr to the report of the
Seoretary of War |
Ile says the twenty-five regiments of the
rerular army, ns b i
foree, when
woald be 24,

fised Ly Jaw, |
sive of officers; Lut
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réculnr:

then
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e . 1 . -
bave a nmmerical Dree—naval and i

of 0200 men. I weadd to this foroe the
trocps  proposed Ly this bill, 10,106 reaulars, |
we shall have an anuy in Mexi fupwanls I
of 300000 ¢ amd if the volunteer all s 1o pass, |
wi shall have u foree of ul-\l'.‘..\]xt-f 100 004 ;
and that, too, affer the country lins been vir-
tally conquered by less than oue-fourth of
that number,

Sir, I ean see 1o nepessity fier the force
contemplated by this Lill.  When the reg |
ments of the line, and the voluntcer
| himve o force aw- !

'
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:

ments, are filled np, We shi

afficient to  prosecute ihe war “aith in-
and power, in the vital parts
s conntry"—and this is all the
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The Secretary, alfter inz ;iwunnan.-—
tive morits of these woles of condiscting the
war, comes (o tie com lesion that the thinl
mode is prefiantie, and adopts it

tries remaimed uneettied ? that he had ex-
Bansted all his powers in making pacifie o
: and that he was anabile to brn
versy to g elose : aml that it
¢ whether or not an
to nrws shoubl be mwle in orderto vindie
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“We belld, in fine, on the side of Great
Brituin, a state of war meminst the United
<1 andd on the dde of the United St
of peace towanls Great

the Tuired States  shall  continue
passve nnder thesy progressive usurpmtions

e

ani thes necunmilati or, Oppe |
i the 1

1t eanse into the

the Governm
early deliborations, 1 nm happy in the
cinee that the (deeision will e worthy the
e sl patriotic conneils of a virtnons,
o, and 1 powerful nation.”
va this messase Chypress annommec] 1o
13 lesislative act, that a stale
woeen the two Governms
the existing war?  Whagt
was the charneterof the messuge received I1th
May, 15162  Did it ser forth the wrongs
Arated by Mexien; that the DPresident
ad exerted all the powers conferred on lin
by the Consti*ution to effeet 4 pacilic ndjust-
ment without success: and that it was a (ues
tion for Congresx to decide upon the further
stops to be taken to vimdicato the rights and
manntnin the honor of the countrwe? | No, s
The fitst announcement 1o the conatry of the
existence of the war wis by Exceutive me--
sare.  Mow, T ask, could & war exist between
aforeign Goveroment and the Upited States
without the knowledge of the waramking
power?  TIad the President any authonity 1o
divlare war 2 No, sir, that  power i@ vestud,
exclusively, in Congress. huw then ean
there be any anslogy between the wars—that
of 1812 baving been declared according to
the form of the Constitution, whilst the pres
ent war was waged by the Executive in open
wsiolation of the Constitution. Bt the Sena-
tor savs the war of 1812 met with violest op-
ro:-lm_m from the pulpit and the press, and be
s piven us specimens of the fulminations of
the one, and the rantinzs ol the other. For
what UTPOSE - WeTe these extracts yend 7
Were they desimed to instruct the  Senators
i the discharge of their functions, or were
they intemled to operate on public opinion—
10 excite prejudices in the minds of the people,
against all who felt it to be their duty to op-
pose the policy recommended by the Admin-
wiration, lor the further prosecution of this
war. with 8 view to the disnemberment of o
sister repablic?  Ifthis war cannot be sus-
riped upon upon its merits—if it be necessa-
rv to eustnin the policy of its farther proscon-
tion by such a courseolaroument asthat sdop-
tod by the Senmtor from [linois, 1 think, the
sponer it is bronght to a close, the better it
will be for the honorof all concerned.  Most
of the spposition to the war of 1812 grew our
of the particalar policy recommended for its
rosecution.  An increase of the anny had
feen recousmentied fur the invasion of -Casa-
da, and it was objefted that the war orght to
be a maritime war; that we should beild up
a navy, man it, and prepare ourselves to meet
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muy nlso l|-- a sernps frnnd
wivon to sold aml r binifion which, paying
the ensioiars duties, woull cover a tonsid-
prable part of the expenses of occupalion.
But this is not Goneral Seott Torther
aperrests that to'm the army o 50,000,
woall enable it to occupy all the state -L'_.'aiu-
tils and principal cilics£to ilrive t_u'm! as
and roliline parties from the great highwuys
of tradie—to seize into our hands all thewey-
enties of the countre, and to kewgsthe Conteal |
Government in ronstant rotion and alarm |
until comstrnined to ste for posce.  Does the
Prosilent to afermplish more  than
General Scott snyvs ean be aecomplizhed by »
foree of 300007 If be does, what isit? is
it 1o annihilate the sovereignty of Mexico
amel make ber 3 dependent provinee of the
United States ?  Such a porpose has been
deniesl by his friends on this floor. W 5!:3!
then can L desiroid from the passage of this
il but the patron=ge it -r_?!l eonfier upon t_lu‘
President? It will give him an opportanity
to appaint five or lsix hm‘u?'ra‘l ﬂ_ff‘.c-:rs. 1o be
engned in recruiting solifiers for the next
Presidentinl emmpaizn.  The measure = not
wanted for am inerease of soldiers in Alexicn,
bt foran incrense of oflicers at howe. The
mank and file of the army can be inereased
20,000 without this bill, Lut there c:m‘l'a- no
incregse of oficers unless it passes.  Fill up
the lar and volunteer regiments now in
the feld, nnd, after that is done, if’ more men
are necessary for the prosecution of the war,
ask for them, and, I presume, they will be

ted.
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