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MISCELLANEOUS,
"THE SOMERS MUTINY.
CoM. MACKENZIE'S NARRATIVE.

U.S: Buo Somers. N..Y., Dec. 19, 1842,

Since my arrival at this port I bave been
digenily engaged in prepsnng for the De.
pariment at Washington a full and detailed
natrative of all the circumstances connecled
with the mutiny on board the U. 8. brig.of
war BSomers, on her recent voysge from
Africa; but having heen frequemly inter:
rupted especially by the solicitude of friends
[ have been forced to relinquish my first in-
iention and to cenfine myself entirelytoa
sketchTof the principal occurrences.  After
leaving the Azores and Madeira in October
I pmceaded. according fo orders, to Ten.
eriffe and Porto Pray. Thencel went to
Liberia expecting 1o find the U. 8. sloop.
of war Vandlia. But on arriving there |
fourid that she hed sailed on the 5th of Octs
fur the United States a5 1 undersiood. The
desputches with which I was entrusted for
hier heing thus rendered of no use were left

with the U. S. Agent, whose receipt for|

them is enclosed.  On the 11th of Novem.
ber | sailed for the United States via St.
Tiomas, where 1 thought it necessary to
1ake a supply of bread, water and other re.
freshments, On Saturday, the 25th of No-
vember, Licut. Gansevoort came inlo the
cabin nnd informed me that he had learned
from midshipman Wales that a conspiracy
cxisted on board the ship to capture the ves
¢rl, to murder the Captain, bring over as
many of the crew as possible, murder the
rest und convert the vessel into a pirate; and
tiat Midshipman Spencer was al the hend
of the conspiracy. This, Lieut. G. snig
hiad been told to him by Midshipman Wales,
whose sarration wae as followes:

On the night ufthie 25, of Nov., between
6 and 8 o'clock in the evening, Wales said

00 ia of that coast. By accident, as | then

; was brought on board. Noue of this was

my desire that no liquor should be used is
| the steernge of the vessel; and gave as ¢
| reason for this that the obligations of hospi-
’tu!ily always fell upon the Captain and hi-
undes officers, and that upon such occasion:
all should have their share. This hint had
its intended effect, and | never had occas:
ion to use compulsion. Knowing that Lieu.
tenant Gacsevoort viewed the matter in the
same light, I did not interfere with the ar
rangment of the ward-room; and if I had
done so it would only have been in the way
of friendly advice. It mow appears
when the vessel was ordered to the Coast o

on board by some who had previously been
| on the same voyage, and who thought it
would be a good defence against the malar

thought, but by design, as subsequent devel |
opments have made probable, the steward
jordered the brandy from two different gro-
cers, so that double the quantity required

used by the mess or by any others than
Spencer and those whom he endevered 1o
| corrupt.

Spencer had the facolty of thowing his
!]uwar juw out of joint and of thus playing
| with it a variety of musical airs; and he was
|frequently found thus amusing the crew.
{ In his intercourse with me he was servile
(tothe lust degree; but among the crew 1

learned that he was loudly and blasphemous-
!y vituperative ngainst me and that be hae
abused me in the most outragecus and vio®
| lent terms, and declared that it would give

tha' lhim _wh'at?be bad done with the paper that cast quick and stealthy glances about, as
was in it? e
Africa, a supply of brandy had been ordered/bad been in it contained my day's work ; =oon cleared away, and supper piped.
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and the officers of the Somers, and such of jularity, To my astonishmet upon the cc-
the crew as you could not seduce to your |currences of this disaster all the conspira-
plans,and to enter upon a course of piracy?” | tors who were named in the programme of
“I may have told him something like it,”” bie ' Spencer,no matterlin what part of the vessel
replied. “but it was only in joke.” “Youad- they were engaged at the time,immedintely
mit, then, that you told him of such a plan.” | mustered at the mainmast—whether anima-
“Yes sir,” :‘T!:is, sir,” I continued, “you ted by some new.born zeal to serve their
must know is joking upon a forbidden sub. couniry, or intending to carry out their de-
ject. This joke, sir, may cost you your life. signs, I cannot say. Thiscircumstance at
Be pleased, sir, to remove your neck-hand- once confirmed my belief in the continued
kerchief.” He did so. I took it and open. existence of the danger. The eye of Spencer
ed it, but there was nothing in it. [ asked traveled continually to the mast-head, & he

“The paper,” he said, “which he had not done before. The wreck was
and I destroyed it.” “It is a strange place.. After supper the same persons mustered
sir,” said I, “to keep your accounts.” He at mast.head, and the sails were set. After
acquiesced with an air of the greatest de-' quarters they dismissed. Still I did not think
ference and blandness. 1 said to him,“Your it safe to leave Cromwell at liberty daring
design was to make yourself commander of, the night, which was emphatically the sea-
this vessel. You must have been aware that son of danger. After consulting with Lieut.
you could compass it only by passing over Gansevoort, [ determined to arrest Crom.
my dead body and over the dead bodies of well. An officer was sent to guard the rig-
all the officers of the Somers. You had laid ging. [ met Cromwell at the foot of the
out for yourself, sir, a great deal todo. It Jacob's ladder, going aft, and stopped him.
ismy duly to confine you.” Turningfo Iasked him about the conversation he had
Lieut. Ganscvoort,] said, “Arrest Mr. Spen. with Spencer. He denied that it was he,
cer, and place him in double irons.” Lieut. and said, *It was not me, sir ; it was Small.’
Gansevoort stepped forward and received (Cromwell was the tallest man on board the
irom Mr. Spencer his sword. Mr. Spencer vessel and Small the shortest.) Cromwell
was then ordered to sit down : he did so.— was immediately put iv irons. Small be-
Double irons were then put upon him, as ing thus accused by an associate, wasalso
were also  hand-coffs for the sake of great- ironed. The utmost vigilance was enjoin-
er security. I directed Lieut. Gansevoort|ed upon the officers.  All were armed, and
to place a watch over Mr. Spencer,and to| either myself or the First Lieutcoant was
give arders to put him lo instant death if he ' constantly on deck.

was detected in speaking or holding any| The next morning, which was Monday

{ him real pleasure to roll me overboard from
the round top. [ found that he had dsawn
a represeniation of a black flag and asked

| members of the crew what they thought o

[ i1; that he had often said the vessel could be

[ casily taken; that be had not long before ex-

| amined the hands of one of the midshipman,
to tell his fortvne, and had predieted for him)
a speedy and violent death.

These thing= induced me to look back
over all 1 had heard or observed of the
Somers, When young Spencer first re-
| ported himself to me for duty on board my
| vessel I gave him my hand and welcomed

{ him on board. 1 heard not long after that

he had been invélved in difficulty when on

the Brazil Station. and that he had been
dismiseed for drunkenness. Upon hearing
this I earnestly desired his removal from
my vessel—prineipally on account of the
young men [ had with me; two of whom
were connected with me by blood, two by
alliance, and four to my especial care.—

The circumstance of his connexion with n

high and"distinguished officer of the Gov.

srnment, by enhancing, if possible, hi
baseness, incrensed my desire to got rid of
him.

On this poiot. I beg that I may not be
misunderstood. | revere authority, and in
this Republican country I regard its exer

and virtoe.

lir was ar-oused by Spencer, who nsked him
to'go upon the the booins, as he had some.
thing 10 sny to him. He pot vp, and, on
srriving ot the booms, he was asked by
Spencer, “Do you fenr death! do you feara
dend man? do vou fear to kill a man?" Wales
with admirable coolness, induced Spencer,
10 go on, took the oath of secrecy. and en.
iered into all his plans. Spencer told him
that he had about 20 men in his plot; that
they would easily get possession of the ship
wurder the Commander and officers, and
commence piracy.
details of his plan, which were admirably
wiited for his purpose, and arranged much
hetter, Mr. Wales said, than he could have
done it himself-  As an inducement to em
tark in the enterprise, Spencer said a large
lox of wine on board conained a largs a.
mount of gold and other treasure. His ob.
jret was to go 1o the Isle of Pines, where
one of his nesociates, who had been s pirate
before, had a confedernte; that be would at-
tnck no vessels that he could not capture,
and destroy oll he captured; that he would
select from them such females as were prop-
er, use them and then dispose of them ; that
i bad all the detnils of the plan drawn o
ons paper, which was in the back of his
cravat.  He showed money 1o Mr, Wales,

and bafore seperaling, threatened him with |

istunt death if he ever revealed what he
had told him.

Such, proceeded Capt. Mackenzie, was
the purport of the information which I re-
ceived from Lieut. Gansevoort. To me the
whole affair was so monstrous that | treated
it with ridicule, and believed that Spencer,
lad been amusing himsell and Wales with
w“me story of piracy he had learned from
wme novel or tale of murder. Sull I could
et help feeling that it was sporting with a

tcrious subject and that my duty required |

me 10 be on my guard, and [ resolved close-
Iv 1o watch the movements of Spencer. 1
directed the first Lieutenant to observe him
verynnrrowly. 1learned that in the course
of the day Spencer had been inthe ward.
room or some time, and had busied himself
in examining a chart of the West Indies,
and that he bad mude some inquiries con.
cerning the lsle of Pines. The Li=ut. told
him that he believed it was a place much
frequented by Pirates, and drily asked him
if be had any acquaintances therc] Spencer

base son of an honored father. On the con

communication with any of the crew. The the 25th of November, two crimes of con-
nature of these orders was told to Mr. Spen. | siderable magnitude came to light. One
cer. At the same lime, I direcled him to of the men had been detected in stealing
llow him every possible indulgence con- from a boatand the Steward had stolen
sistent with his safe keeping. The task | money and given some of it to Spencer.—
was exccuted by Lieut. Gansevoort with the | This was no time to relax the discipline of

,ed some lame excuse.

conditions on which his safety depended,

cisc as an evidence of genius, intelligence|Sreck letters, which Spencer was known to
But I have no respect for thelse familiar.
‘here was on board another individual who
trary, the conduct of that man who sulliesfwas well ncquainted with Greek-one whose

greatest kindness and humanity. While he
waltched with an eagle eve overall his move-
menis, und was readv at a moment’s war.
ning to take his life upon a violation of those

he attended to all his wants, covered him
with his own garment from the squalls of
rain by which we were visited, and minis
tered in every way to his comfort with all
the tenderness and assiduity of a woman.
The officers were then remanded to quar.
iers ; the crew and batteries were inspected,
the orders were repeated, and the retreat
was beaten. The officers of the watch were
all directed to be fully armed with cutlas.
ses and pistols, with rounds of ammunition,
ind every thing was putin order for the
night.

On searching the locker of Spencer, a
razor case was found in it, which he had
recently drawn from the Purser. On open-
ng it there was no razor within, but in its
stead a piece of paper in which wax rolled
wnother. On the inner paper was writlen
v string of characters, afterwads found to be

It fortunately happened that

He gave Wales all the g

by his crimes the pure fame and the hagh knowledge of this as of everything else,was
honor of his parent seems 1o me to be far|jovoted wholly to the service of his coun.
mora base than one equally guilly from an try. 'The Greek characlers, on being con.
humbler station. But I wish npothing tolyeried into our ewn language by Mr. Henry
do with baseness in any shape; least of alllRogers, proved fo contain the plan for the
on board a vessel belonging to the United|proposed mutiny. There was a list of the
States. On this account | wished (o gelldifierent members of the crew, some of
rid of Spencer, Two others scon afterlwhom wese marked certain and others
joined the vessel, and thus seven were obli-ldoubtful ; sume were marked to be kept at
ed to accupy the space fitted only for five.lall events, and others to be destroyed.—
I had heard that Spencer had expressed o] Mhese were designated who were to do the
| willingness to be transferred and hoped thallwork of murder in the various apartments ;
| he would now consent. others were to open the arm.chest, and the
| desired Licut. Gansevoort to stale I¢lsations of all were assigned.
Mr. Spencer that if he would apply toCom | The following day was Sunday, and sll
| modore Perry to detach him from the Som-iwere to be inspected at 10 o’clock. I took
|ers I would second his application. The|my station aft for the purpase of cheerving
| application was according made and I sec-lCromwell and Small as they should come
onded it, enrnestly urging that it might belalong upon the quarter-deck. The persons

the ship, and both the men were punished
to the extent of the law. It was soon af
ter found that a man named Waltham had
told McKinley where three botiles of wine
were placed and offered them tohim. Me-
Kinley was stationed near the arm-chest
and reported this to the first Lieut. Pun-
ishment of Waltham, however, was post

poned till the next day. Punishment of
the other two heing over, I thought that a
fit opportunity to endeavor lo make an im-
pression upon the crew. I had good reason
ty think that the danger of the conspiracy
was not over. [ believed that a majority
of the crew might be said to be in general
disaffected and disposed to resist discipline.
Some mysterious agency had evidently
been at work since the deparfure of the
Somers from New York; aud this was now
disclosed. I explained to the crew the
general nature of Spencer’s plot and the
atrocious character of the designs he had
formed. 1 took especial care not to betray
a suspicion that I thought any particular
one of them was deeply implicated, but
exhorted all of them torepent of their in
tentions and attend faithfully to their duty.
I took good care to assure them that the
majority of the crew must at all events
share the fate of the officers. 1 strote to
divert their minds from the pictures of suc-
cessful vice which Spencer had presented
to them. I brought up before’theém the im.
ages of friends’at home; I endeavored to
impress upon their minds the endearing na.
ture of those ties of kindred from which
Spencer had sought to sever them forever,
and expressed the hope that! within three
weeks we should all be again among our
friends. I thanked God that he had pro-
vided them all with dear friends who were
deeply interested in their welfare, and that
they had the prospect of so soon being once
more among them.

The effect of my addresson them was
various. Many of them seemed delighted
at their narrow delivery, and others seem-
ed struck with herror at the thought of the

_| pressed me with the absolute necessity of

granted in order to secure the comfort of the
| voung officers. Commodore Perry, howey
| er, declined to detach Midshipman Spencer
| but said he would consent to detach Mid
| Rogers, whom I had long known to be ar
| accomplished seaman, a gentleman and a1
lofficer of the highest attainments both i
|and beyond his profession The Somer
| accordingly sailed with seven in the steer
|age; thev could not all sit down together
lat the table; two of them had no lockers
but slept upon the steerage deck, and sub-
jected themselves to considerable inconve-
| nience, to all which, however, they readily
submitted without the slightest murmur o
| complaint, and performed every duty which
| fell to them to the perfect satisfaction of all
the officers. )
All these things I called to recollection
and endeavored carefully to review the
| whole conduct of Spencer. Ihad treated
him precisely as I treated other Midship
men ; though I had perhaps removed hin:
somewhat less than the others for slight de.
viations from the strict line of his duty.—
This arose from my conviclion that then
could be but little hope of essentially serving
| one who had proved to be so decidedly bis
[ own enemy. 1 observed that he was in the
| habit of associating but little with the othe:
| officers,but that he was continually intimat
with the crew. He was often in the hubii
| of joking with them and smiling wheneve:

of both were faultlessly clean and neat—

terrible danger they had escaped. Some
hey being determined that their appear-

scemed overwhelmed with terror at the an.
wnce should provoke no reproof on account |ticipation of punishment that awaited
o a fault in that particolar. CroMweLL|them. Others were overcome hy thoughts
stood up to his full stature, earrying his bat- | of returping home, and wept profusely at
tie-axe firmly and steadily ; his theeks pale, | the mention of the friends they hoped so
»ut his eye fixed to starboard. He wore a|soon tosee. I could not help believing
letermined and a dangerous air. Swmarr!that all the erew were now tranquil, and
oresented a very different figure, His ap- | that the vessel was again safe. Having
pearance was ghastly, his manner uneasy ;| ohserved Spencer was endeavoring to hold
ie shifted his weight from side to side, and | inteliigence with some of them, I directed
sis battle-axe from hand to hand. His eve| the faces of all the prisoners lo be turned
was never for a moment fixed, but always'aft, and that no tobacco should be allowed
turned from me. | attributed his conduct | them when the supply they had upon their
to fear ; though I now believe the business persons at the time of their orrest should
apon which he had entered was repugnant be exhausted. Itold them that I would
to his nature, but that his love for money 'l sce that they had every thing necessary for
and rum was too strong for his fidelitv.— ' their comfort; that each should have his ra.
Five bells, or 10 o'clock, was the time for tion; that they should be abundantly sup-
Divine service, The First Lieutenant ask- 'plied with every thing pecessary for their
2 if he should call the roll. I told him it health and convenience. But I told them

jwas far from being safe. There was rea-
{800 to fear that on that very night u rescue
would be atiempted. | obtnined a variely
of intelligence concerning conferences a-
mong the disaffected. Individuals whom I
had not supposed to be implicated were found
closely associated with several who were
known to be among the disaffected, and sev-
eral times there were symptoms that they
were about 1o strike the blow. Mr. Wales
once deiected C. A, Wilson in drawing ot
qhan:i-spike from its place; and on presen.
{ting his cocked pistol at him, he only offer.
e I became exceed-
ingly anxious, and remained constanily on
deck. At 12 o'clock the watch was called.
H}‘Kin!ey. Green, and one or two others
missed their muster : they could not be a-
sleep. and why they should be absent just at
thet time, when they never had been before,
was not eas¥ to be seen. When they ap
?ﬁﬂl‘ﬂd. they sll had some lame excuse,—
They probably had sgreed to meet at that
time and 1o commence some act of vio.
lence. Green said he could not get aft.—
I sent him forward and urdered him to 1ake
the forward lookout for four hours. 1 di-
rected a close watch to be kept up and dis-
tributed the others in a similar manner.
At 4 o'clock others missed their muster.
I heard of this with great uneasiness. Where,
I asked, was this to end ! If the men upon
a bright night like this seem mutinous and
disposed 1o undertake the rescue of those
confined, on a bad night, in a storm, in the
midst of utter darkness, how much greater
will be the probability of a rescue?  If oll
suspected should be ironed, would the dan.
ger be over? What sympathy might not
be felt for the prisoners? These matters
crowded upon my mind. | considered the
imminent peril which hung over the lives of
the officers aud crew ; I thought of the seas

to state, that the evidence which has come
to our knowledge after the most carelul, de*
liberate and dispassionate consideration
which the exigency would allow, is of such
anature as to call for the most decided ac*
tion. We are convinced that in the exis®
ting state of things it will be _impﬂs-ub'-e to
carry the prisoners 1o the United Stales.—
We thiok thatjsafery our lives, and hozor to
tne flag entrusted to our charge, roquires
that the prisoners be put to death, us the
course best caleulated to make a sa.ulary
impression upon the rest of the crew. In
this decision we trust we have bsen guided
by our duty to God, to our Couutry. and 1o
Service.
Respectfuliy, your obedient servants,
Lieut. GaxssvoorT, and others,

Com. Mackenzie.

I st once concurred in the justice of 1his
opinion, and made preparnliosun to carry the
recommendation into effect. Two other
conspirators were almost as guilly osthe
three singled out for execution : they couid
be kept cenfined without extreme dunger to
the uitimnte safety of the vessel.  The three
chief mutineers wers the only ones eapable
of navigating and sailing the vessel: by their
removal, all motive 1o capture the vessel and
carry out the original design wouold be tak-
en away. Their lives were jusily forfeited
and the interests of the country, the safoty
of the ses, and the honor of the fag requirt
ed the sacrnifice.

In the necessity of my pasition I found my
Jaw: and in that necessity I trust for Juste
fication. 1 thought; it bestto arm «tho
wetty officers: on this point only the First

ieutenant differed frem me: and [ found

melmbly have destroyed them both.
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ling them every blessing and happines. 1
deserve death for this and my ether erimes,
There are few ctimes 1 have not committec’
I am sincerely penrtent for themall.  lonir
fear my repentance is too late.”” I fasked
if there was any one whom he had iujured
to whom he could make reparat.on—any one
who was suffering obluquy on  his accoua?
Hesaid “No; bu®this will kill my
mother.” 1 did not know before that he hal
a mother, and was thuched by his alluson 1
her. 1 asked him if it would not have been
far more drzadful il he had succeeded in his
attempt—if it were not much better te die
as he would than to become a pirate smd
steep himself so terribly in blood and guilt.
He said, “I do not know what would bave
become of me il | had succeeded.” [ told
him that Cromwell would soon have made a
way with h'm, and that McKinley would
50
isaid be ~feared this would injure lis father"”
“Had ycu succeeded,” I repied. “the injury
you would have done him would have bee
much greater.” Hithad becn possible w
take i n home, as ! at first in ended, b 1ol
him that he would have pot clear, as in
America a man with money and nfiuentiy!
fr.ends would always be cleared ;* thar the
course [ was taking would injure his father
less than ifhe should go home awd Do
condemned y ‘1 again escap. He said th ot he
had attempted the same thing on hoard 1h
Johin Adams and the Patovaz: b ha
been unsuceessiul.  He asked f | had v

o F

that he was of the same opinion with some
of the tty officers themselves;—they |
said that sinca | could not tell whem to |
trust, it would be best to trust no one. I

traversed in every direction oy merchant.
men, unharmed and defenceless ; 1 thought
of what was due to the interests of com-
merce, to the safety of the lives of thousands |
upon the deep, to the sanctity of the Ameri. |
can Flag entrusted 1o my care, aod to my |
own honor. All these considerations im- |

adopting some [arther means of security
for the vesse! which had been given to my
charge.

1 took counsel with the First Lieutenant,
and was fortified in my purposes by finding
his opinion identical with my own. In %0 |
grave a case, involving so many interests
and such high responsibilities, | felt desi-
rous of having the opinion of all my officers
upon the matter, though not a shadow of
doubt remained on my mind of the guilt of
the prisoners, should their axecution be dee-
med necessary. | did not forget that the
officers were still boys, and that all the re-
sponsibijity of :he procceding must rest up-
on the older and higher officers. Suill I felt
desirous to have their opinion, and accord-
iugly addressed them the following letter :

«U, S. Bric Soxgws. Nov. 30, 1842,

Gentlemen : | am desirous of availing
myself of your counsel in the very responsi-
ble position in which 1 find mysell’ placed.
You are aware of the circumstances which
have resulied in the confinement of Mid.
shipman Seescer, of Boatswain’s mate
Croxwett, and of Scaman Suare;and |
purposely abstain from entering into details
concerning them. Necessarily ignorant,
as [ am, of the extent of disaffection among
tha crew who have so long been tampered
with, and knowing the suspicion which at.

! termined toarm them.

tach~s to some of the crew who are at large,
I address you and ask your united counsel
as 10 the best course now lo be pursued; and
I call upon you to take into deliberate and
dispassionate coasideration, the couduct |
which will be necessary for a safe continu |
ance of the remainder of our course, and 1o |
enlighten me with your opinion as to the
proper method to be pursued.
I am, your obedient servant,
Avrex. Suipern Mackexzig, I
Commander. |
Lieut. Gansevoori, and others.
After | had written this letter, but before
I had sent it, at about 9 o’clock, Wilson,be- |
ing foiled in his attempt 1o get up an out.
break at night, and feeling that he was nar. |
rowly watched and was no longer left at ib- |
erty, came forward and made some lame and
worthless confession, and requested that he
might not be put in irons. | t10ld him that
if he had made any real confession, in sin. |
cerity and truth, he should sot be molested;
but that it was an insult to bis officer to of.

fer him so lame a s'ory as that he had told. | o0 “pro oo ar first the accomp'ice of Spen-
and had

I tried
had endeavaored

Notfiing more could be got out of him, and |
he was immediately put in irons.  While
on the African const [ kaew that he had pro.
cured an extraordinary knife, broad in the
middle, and running to & point. He had

would be best to wait till the time was up. that tobacco was only a stimlant,and that
Five bells struck and all were called to'as I wished their minds to become as quict |
muster. The crew were all present, were and tranquil as possible, I could not allow |
mnusually attentive,and theirresponses were | them to use it. :
more than ordinarily full and audible. In| The day after Spencer’s tobacco was
the examination their countenances exhihi. | stopped, his spirit gave way. He would |
‘ed nothing to excite distrust. | sit for a long time with his face buried in

In the afternoon the sky-sails and stud- | his cloak, and when he raised his head his
ling-sails were set. Gasely, one of the best | face was bathed in tears. He was touch.
»f the apprentices, was sent aloft on the | ed by the kind attention of Mr. Gansevoort.
royal yard to make some alteration in the He told him that he was not then in a state
-igging. At once a sudden jerk was given 10 speak of anything, but that he would the
fto the brace by Small and another.who has' pext day tell him all—would answer any

| on board.

passed the day sullenly, snd was ofien ob- | be met them, with a smile never known bu
served 1o be cxamining a paper, aud writing | on such occasions ; and I had frequently
with a pencil, and making rings with his observed in him a strange flashing of the
pevknife. Lieut. Gensevoor: soon afier €ye.

mide some excuse for following himtothe| Recalling these things in additition tc
foretop, when he found him engaged in| What had been revealed, I resolved at once

aot been discovered, and the fore-topmast,
with thetopsail, gallant-staysail and head-
safi-topsail, at once came down. Gasely
was on the royal yard. | searcely dared to
look to see the spot where the boy should

question that might be put to himn.
! On Tuesday after quarters, all hands were

'again called 1o witness punishment, and
' Waltham was punished to the extent of the
law for offering three bottles of wine to Me-

“orking some love devices upon his srm. 10 make myself sure of his person, though 1
Jearn the rate of the | thought that [ would first Jet Mr. Walesjed at the mast.head, and I presently discov. | necessity of conforming in all pacticulars to

He expipesed desire o

Chronometer, and was referred to the Mas:
Iy seen en”
secret conferences with he wasreally in carnest enough, however,
Bistewain Cromwell and Small, and was | was already known.

kiown (o have given maney lo different per: ’
He had also incited the |

27 of Mannes, He was {requen!
Eagedin holding

#uns of the crew.
sleward 1o steal brandy, which he had giv

i ‘o the crew, and with which he had once |

or Iwice got dronk himsslf.

Capt. Mackenzie thought it due to the |

wardroom officers to state the circumstan-
ces connected with their having brandy on

mard.  When the vessel was first eqnip-l

have another interview with him and obtain
further knowledge of its mutinous plans. I

In the evening I gave orders to Mr. Perry,
my Clerk, to have all the officers com?;}l
upon the qu;rler-deck. \;hen they were
brought up, I approached Spencer and ad.
dressed him thus: “I understand, sir, that
you aspire to the command of the Somers.”

With a deferential air he replied : “Oh, no,

fall. The next moment his shadow appear. Kiuley. 1 then spoke 1o the crew of the
ared him examining, with admirable cool- the orders of the vessel which were known.
ness, what was to be done. LI told them that every punishment inflicted

1 did not dare to believe this carrying a- on board must be mude known to the Secre-
way of the toprmast the work was treachery: tary of the Navy, and that the less they
but I knew that an occasion of this sort, were inamount the grealer would be the
such as the loss of the boy, which should credit that would attach to the Commander
| .reate confusion and interrupt the duty of 'and the crew. But the whole crew, I soon
i he officers, would be sought by them if they found, were far from tranquil. They col.
were bent on the prosecution of the enter- lected in knols upon the deck ; seditious
arise.  All possible measures were taken to, words were heard among them, and they as-
srevent confusion. The rigging was im< sumed an insolent and menacing tone.—

sir!” “Did you not,” said I “tell Mr. Wales
that you had a mutinous project on foot

ped D told the first Lieutenant that it was  that you intended to kill the Commande:

medintely restored and the sails bent afresh, | Some of the peity officers were examined
Every mewberoflhemmamphyed.!lnd found to be true to the colors, but it

made it very sharp on both sides. Itwnsna|
singular weapon, of no use except 1o kill. |
He had been scen also the day before shar. |
pening his batile-axe with a file, and had

brouglit one part of itto an edge. This]
was a thing never allowed or known before |
McKinley was now arrested — |
He was evidently the individual in every

way the most formidable of all concerned. !
McKee was also put inirons. They were |
made to sit down ; nnd when the irons were
put on, | walked around the batteries, follow-
ed by Lient. Gansavoort, and made a care
ful inspection.

On the receipt of my letter the officers
immediately assembled and entered upcn
the examination of witncsses, who were
sworn and their testimony written down.—
In addition to this each witness signed the
evidence he gave. In this employment the
officers passed the whole day without icter*
ruption, and without taking the least food.
I remained, myself, i charge of the deck.
The officers were excused from watch duty
and the walches were so arranged that lwo
in succession fell to me. On the 1st De-
cember the First Lieutenant presented me
with the following letter :

4. S. Bmic Soxzrs,
December 1, 1842,

Sz : In sanswer to your letier requiring
our counsel as to the best course to be pur
sued with regard 1o the prisonérs Seexcen,
GRroMWELL, and Sxart,we have the honor

md:!!ﬂiilgummdeh‘odnwithuﬁ.;m the general impression that the vesse!

| ngme of his wile

) He said ““None.

I made up my own mind, and judged of
the characters whom I could trust and de.
I ordered to be is-
sued toeach a cutlass, a pistol and cart.
ridges. I ordered preparationsalso fo be
made for the execution of the three.  All
hands were called to witneas punishment.
The whips were arranged,the officers were
stationed about the deck, and the pettygof-
ficers were directed to cut down every ono
who should let golhis whip or fuil to haul

I told im of stealing bra «y.
ted the justice of his fate but asked e |
was not “‘going too far and wo faa.
the law just fy you ¥ said he. 1 refied tia
his opinmion was not unprejudiced ; that § ba

when ordered.

I put on my full uniform, came on deck be «hot.
and proceeded 10 execute the most painful!iha; he must e hung.
that ever devolved upon any ufficer was just.

duty

exaggerated the danger. T old bim “No _
that his attempis U corrupt  the erow ha!

heen oo wid - ly successful : that | & ew o
the existence of th conspirucy but did oo
know how vx'ensive it w:s.” | recapnl:

He wass'a-tled wh
Ite ading

ed to im lisacts.

Doy

consulted all the officers and they hal v
en their opinon that it was jusi—that Iy
deserved d-ah. He aske! ‘what wanla
be the mann -t of his deaths” T ex;isia
it to him.  He n‘questud that lie micu

that it could not |
. Hea admined (hix
He olvjv_-r:ell to the shef ness

It |1 him

in the American Navy—ithe atnouncementthe nme and reqriested  t'mt an hour m g

to the prisoners of the fate that awaited be given 1o prepare

I male mo answer &

them. 1 approa{‘:hed Spencnrl:mtf said tothis but allowed much more than the Lo §

him ; “You were about to take my life, Mr.

Spencer, without provocation, without cause
You intended 10

kill me suddenly—in the night while [ was

or the slightest offence.

buried in sleep, without giving me a single
moment to send one word of affection to ny

wife, oneJprayer to God for her wellire.—
Your life is now forfeited ; and the necessi-
ty of the case compels me to take it Id:

not intend, however, to imitate you in the
If there belbook :

mode of claiming the sacrifice.

in your breast one feeling true to mature,

you will be grateful for the premaiure dis
clasure of your designs.

ﬂl‘ly

were not allowed to bezome a P rate, as youlsaying that his time was shor:,
| ought 1o do, vou will have ten m nulesGod not enly undersiood his casr b 1eon
suit bis grace to it. He begged that | would

granted in whicl fo wrife it”” Midshipman
Thomson was then directed to note the
time and inform me when it had expired.
Spencer seemed overcome » ith emation,
He burst into at flood of tears, sank on b=
knees, and said he was not fit o de. 1re-
peated to him  his catechismy, and begged
him to offer sincere prayers for the divine
forgiveness. | recommended to by the
English Prayer Book, assuring himn that he
would find in it s unethi 2 suited to all hi
necessities. Cromawell fell upon his knees,
protesting liis innocence, and invoking Uhe
- fe. Spencer d-clared that
Cromwell was innocent, and begured tha
this might bz believed, This, I t:rmf s,
staggered me ; but the evidence of his guilt
was conclusive. Lieut. Gansevoort sa d
that
The petty officers said he was the unly man
from whom real gpprehcnﬂun wis enteriamn-

cer, and was then urged on by him,
been by bim torned to his account.
to show him bhow Spencer
to use him, and told Spercer that he had
made remarks about him he wou'd not con-
sider flattering. He expressed great anxie-
ty to know what they were. I told him
romwell had said of him and another per-
son that there was a “d—d fool on one
side, and —id knave on the other,” and
told him that Cromwe!l would have allow-
ed him 1o live only so long as be could hav
mads= him useful to himsell.
him, and trom that ime he said no mors

Cromwell's innucence.

Subsequent circumstances made me be lod [ym to forgive him. ;
to save him.out lis hand to Spenccr and flui. wf ey,
yet fore ve you--and may God forgive you als

lieve that Spencer wished
probably from the hope that he would

get possession of the vessel and carry oulso.

elaps~.
b= covered,

You surely onght
to be thankful that you have be.n prevent-
ed from the terrible deeds you meditated. —
If you have any word to seml to your Father,

the Prayer Book, and asked azan il
satisfaction to express to him that youlthought Iv's repentance would be acce 1o,

iy
orgive hun.

caid he thought it was only [faney,
haps™ he added, “there was <o uet une
your mann r which offended me""

there was not 2 shadow of doubt of it

Ha requested that his fare mis't
I granted hit r quea and as.
ed him what it should be coversd wit ..
He smd a handkercheif In his lo ler
was found a blck one which was pur
hs fice Cromwell and Smal mads th
same request, and frocks were taken [r o
their lockers with which their heads wor

covered.

Spencer ask 'd for a Bible agi Pray-r
they were 2iveo ty lim.
| am a believer—but d» you think that my
repentance wil be accepted " [ cale!
to his mind the th el on the cros+, snd il
him that God’s mercies were equal 1o all ki
wants. He kneeled dows and ren | I

Ile

=

LI
I told bi
1

I ol hinn & did wmvisy
erely and cordially, and asled H bod done
my thing which made him seek my #9%ae
whether lns hatred was unfounded. 11
S &

S 1n-

’
b bead
ovor ta lim what he had written down. 1
wished ne to alver tha passage in which |
sud that he ‘offered as an ereus-, that e
had at'empted the same thing oy 1he Joai
Adams and Potomae.” H: anly mentionel
it as a fact, he said.

Moare than an bo-r had now elipse !
Spencer; 43 he met Cromwel!, paus d ani
asked 1o see Mr. Wales. A= he
Cromwell e satd not a wor ! ol his o
cence, nor did e make any appeal i |r s
favor. Spencer suid, Wales, I hop& vaou
wilk forzive me f r tampering with you- k.
delity.””  Wales replied, vvercome witls =
motion, 1 do forgive you from the bot'ow o
my heart, and I lype God will fr:r;; ve Yol
wso.” Wales was weepiny, and Spens r
n passing met Small inthe gangway. 1o
vxtended his hand and said. * Small; forgis-
me for havine brovght you into noubls ™
Small answered; “No, by G—d, Spence’r,
| cannot forgive you.” Spencer repeated Lis
request. Sl said, “How can you ask
that of me afier havin: broaght me to this 7
We shiall soon be bofire God ard shall ther -
know all about it.”” Spencer suid “you must

passe

This roused forgive me—1 canpot die wi hout it”" 1}
oflwent to Siwa | and asked him not to cher-

resent ient at such a time, and a k-

ish any
J He relented—"eld

1l

1"-'51;"58]“!;‘ 513553“; and Peé_::f;_';‘:_’:;i?m: Small lh—=3 asked rsne)('lforgil;mee;. I teo
well would in some way € “ ihis hand and expr:s my forgiveness i,
He endeavared at the same time to persuadel o oo oo terms, | asked him whar §

that Small was only an alias for some oac
e'se, on his list—though this
be fa'se. Small alone was the one we ha
set down as the poliroon of the three; ycl
he received the announcement of his fite
with great com re.
prepsgr:ions be[::;lbed to make. > sai
he had none : “Nobadz;ﬂm for me, said
he, ““but my poor mother, and 1 wou'd

er she should not know what has become o
»

ml rewwrned to Spencer. [ asked hi
what message he had to send (0 bis friends.1

Tell them that [ die wisl

{ :
mh,-'i: had enirusted me ; of his off 'nce t.ward

ihad done that he should seekimy life ; i 1§

was proved ‘ghad been barsh either in desd or word ©s

hine. He exclaimel, “What have v
idone, Capt. Mackenzie ? What have © u
id e ome *  Nothing—tut:-eated me ik

He was “kﬁd “hf’é‘:a man.” 1 told him of th= hizh resprnalsls
e sal ies under which Tacted ; of the duty | ow-

I'ed my Govermnen? and the ship with whiely

® Porhape this is an extrame and arrourons vpin.
jon, and not just. Bot T aw morely statiog faz sea
what passod on ths decasion.
[ Comcluded on ik pize.)

}
i



