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Save to say to deay with the remerk that
very instructive

our platforms are
ﬁdl&pﬂ. This is thelr chief
e ST Lo
va n polities, &
cﬁu?ou witness to the o h:'

wl of our publie :
is forcibly illustrated in the Nation-
al Democratie adopted

nfession val faich.
you, if we are 0

ety o try decument
.
dvey. s kel

fod ita new i'ig 'q::.o;

invention, which the fathers of Demooracy
Thin will be found tree,

ita
% rleciate ot For

the

right of secession, which :n leng been o
fundawenta! artiale of faith, is uncondi-
tioasily sbandoned. [t has beon ‘settled
for all ime to come by the war,” and s
“mever (o be renewed, or magitated;’ but
how sa unconstitations! war could destray
the constitutional right of the Siates te
and wwoop (ata oblivica the aver
dusting | of the resslutions of 1788,
ohe susombled wisdom at Now York failed
4e explain, The divies [nstitatien of
slavery, whioh wes saeredly gusrded also
by the Constitution, in likewise shandon-
forever. The war, whioh four genrs
was branded an u fuilure, hav settied

de “for all vime to come,” and handud it
down to & common grave with (s “iwin
wolle,” the right of seosssion, but T wab.

olamation of emuneipation were wnoom
stitutionsl, the logio of pura and “unter.
wifled”™ Dowmoorscy shouid have dewanded
wcompenwation for the slaves thus wanten
dy sot free.

Froo trade was  another time honored
privoigle of Domuemi. Lt bs nut, how.
wver, wven mentioned in the New York
pln&)tn. wor la the polioy of peotection
wondemned. o the senivary, tha plat
form has & strong savor of the old Whig
dostrine of & tanill for revenue, with fo-
wideatal proweotion te Amerlosn munu:
fucturon. Domocratic aew sad

litiesans have not been sparing of theeir

nunciations of the high tanfl policy of
the pest six or slght yoars, but thase do-
ouneistion, found o voioe in the Now
YXurk Conveation, mebey Was an:
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se thew to-day for the pur of
m with sowme degres of gm oulari-
ty aed empbasis, & still more rewarkable
aud novel feature of this vary remuarkuble
ad povel platform. 1t i s follows:

M'a.ht the publie lands should be dis-

od o w ‘"i as possible among the
pm,_ud shouid be d of eitheir
auder the pre-ewp.ion or homestead luws,
o1 soid in sble gquautit sod to
none but sotugl ovoupunts, st the mini
muw price established by the Govern:
went. Where grauts of the public lnnds
way be d:u.‘od uecessary f:ﬁ Ih: enoour-
agowent of important publio improve-
wonla, the o of the sale of suoh

- - o

ould be so
b :

e g T

& _4“1 ‘!'

A

for sot uldom 'ﬁl‘ul: h;‘.
twonty odd yoars I have publhll advoos.
tad the bomestoad privviple, aud the Re-
pabliosn party now staugs ready 0 ad-
vaboe aven beyood this, by providiug
that the tarther sale of the public lauds
sball ceane, oxoept we provided tor in the
proemption wod howestend laws, A bill,
owbodying this provisiou, bas been re-
od from, the House Cowmities on
ublio lumll. sud is wow ppedivg, while
s priveiple bas aleondy boon sauctivued

by the House (o the lorm of & resolutivn
opted ia Maroh last, whioh further pro

A L
1 ]

vidod shat "all propused gravts of lend | G

@ ald |a the coustruciiun ol ralireads, or
tur other speoinl olyeote, should be oure-
l'dx:mnmlud wud rigully subordiouted
o paramount purposs of securlog
homes (or the Inudiess poor, the wetile-
webt snd Ullage of the publie dowaim,
aud lh.wln“uuul luctenss of . the Nue
uound wealth,”" Ln pursusnce of this
Inttar provision & bill  bas pessed 1he
House regulatiog all tuture lund grants
for enilronds purpones, sud doolaring that
the alworuae seotions granted sball be
suld te sotual sottlors vuly, o quantitios
not groater tham oue  bhuodred sud sixty

aud lor a price not exvosding twy
dollame and Bty vonts per wvre, thus ses
curing the' settlowent of the country,
while building the rouds with  “the pros
ootds of the sule of suoh lands, and not
the lands thomandves '  Lhin bill, sl
undoratand, passed the Seusio just beluie
the ol sdjuucniment, These radiosl and

[saving reluras in vur laud poliey, whioh

Gonatiigio sa exseutinl part of (B Republi
oD goaps., and wre the ripe lruie ol e
pablivep  ssoendanoy, wre stolen  and
sppeopBiated budlly by the Copperhesa
Duwworgey i thow Natioun! Cunventivn
Uy tar the bust plunk in their plativrm
in whtained From their politienl opponents
by ergaviavd ieving; and with & kua
vory pecfuctly wouhsimoged, wn bwpud-
enoe whioh triwmphs over all  wdjoctives,
and wn awleciny absolutely wransvonden=
tal, they sek e honest wumes of the
people Tur theic support!

THRE DENOCRATIC REcORD

Deomeoorstio boste uoder Jaokesn and
Bontou in theie graad buitie foc guld and
allver, sadin ' te ieredosmable
por bmiman? Aud whe would have
ubled that the wen whoe devesueed
nbeoks as paconatitutioval during the

- war, would stand by the old hard  woney

flag after the wae bad ended? But here,
ain, the war has oot bean & “fullure

| F all earthly blessing, greenbacks, snd

» i marvelous sbundance, are now most to

' g soveted in the judgment of Demoorata,
while gold and shiver should be retired
Trom sight or use as far as possible. Kio-

edred observations apply ta the ancient
Demoeratie dogmaot s« white maa's Gov.
ernment.'” No oue enuld have supposed
it possibla for the Demucratie party to
live, withous tesching cunstantly, asa
most vital trath, the isfecivrity of the ne
gro, and the daager of poljticsl snd social
equality with him. Bus the New York
pistform utters no word oa this subjeer,
although negroes now aciuslly vole and
may hold office in all the States lately ip

llion. This most abameless snd bigh-
handed reorsancy to saviag Demoeratie
tdeas aad traditions bas surprised the
whole country, snd can oaly be accounted
for “by the war. or the volustary action
of the Southern States, in Conatitutional
Coaveativo sssembled.”

Af wo turn from the n

shall fod quite ae livtle for our
Democratic friends. They demand the
“smmediate restoration of all the States to
their rights in the Union,” but fail to tell
us what they mesa by this dewmand, wnd
why the Demoorats in both Houses of

uaitedly vote restoring
the rebel States to their rights, save those
of secession aund slavery, which have con.
fossedly perished by the war, They de-
mand “‘amaesty for all past politieal of-
fenses,” when nobody has beea punished,
or stands the least chance of being pan-
ished, for any such offenses. - de~
wand the sbelitioa ~of the F n's

‘ul.m't. whi;h will expire b '“l on the

L ol nextJasuary, aw was

g opdagy oe v Sebite
’":-I'.E. the u m‘le

3 I of immu
anee, a8 to which ao man or rty
id the country takes any igsue with 55.6-
y assort the right of the Statea to
the on of saffrage, whioch
is ndmitted by the Repablioan
party; while the demand for a ‘‘reform of
abuses in the Adwinistration,” snd *‘the

“{ 'J r . B '"
B i by ey
ablicao in the Union, snd if ca
%hmnﬂm the-oatiod from
aferna
R Tl Rk et
meanest
sitates that have foued: favor du b
sight, oo
THE LAND QUESTION.

~But 1 pess from these goneral matters.

m.:m extended thl;lio';', .‘:chr-

tive to the po-| P
witive side of the Now !‘:.r: M,':o Bra

g

brood of Demesratio thieves snd | P

Gentlamen, (o the light of these ugly
feots, L trast I aball be purdoved il | wn:
cover the political vukeduess of these no-
oalled Dowoorntn, aud pele thom a lirte
while  with  the  oxoollont  twbher
which they bave sought to pRecure
from us by thoft, It may de thew good,
snd also serve s & wurning o others
sgalost the wse of fulse presuses. Since
notlons spenk louder than words, let me
examine the Dewoeratic record en the
land question. 1 believe it Is Walde
Kwerson wha says that the streagth of »
sontence depeods  wpon  the ~man
who  stands behind  it. If werd
professions wouwédd wake the wen suints
willonivm would long sines huve beon.
ushered in. 1 do not deay the possibility
of u deathi-bed repeutance, or an instan-
tapeous conversion. Whea the cup of »
wiserable recresat has been made full 1o
overflowing; & sudden spasm of remorse
may revesl to him his true character and
open the way for & wew life. Huvieg wve
evidence whatever that any swch wsrcy
han visited the Demoeratic conscieace, we
ate compelied to judge the party to-day
by its fruits.  What are these fraits?

THE LAND GRANT SYSTEM.

I being with whatis called our land grant
poliey, whieh, in brief, is this: For the
purpose ol aiding the coustruction of a

railroad or ocanal, Congress
ots the slternate odd-numbered sec-
tions slong the line of the work, within »
margio of six, ten or tweonty, wiles on
either side of it; snd if sny of the lands
within this belt shall have been disposed
ofb!r sale or otherwise, the deficiency
shall be made up within a certain speci-
fied distance beyond it. The lands thus
granted are taken charge of by the ocom-
pany which undertakes the work, and be.
come at once & complele wmonopoly. No
time is fixed withia which the lands shall
be wald by the company, which may avail
itself of other resourves, and beold them
for lnnelz or forty yeurs for a rise in
rrioe. ngress mude a large grant of
ands t0 the Tllinois Central Railroad
eighteen years ago, snd a considerable
them remains wnseld to-day.
Sales, however, oocasionably oecour at from
thirty to M{.dnllnn per aore, there be-
ing no price fixed beyond which the com-
pany shall m&o. he theory of this
poliey is that the Government will be
fully com penssted for the odd-nvmbered
seotions granted, by the eahancod price of
the evew num seotions which ere re-
served; but this does not cure the vicious
priociple to which I vefer. The lands
.hr:nud sre stilla ruisous monopoly in

ods of the Company, Besides, the
‘ of alternate sections has fre-
quently boon disregarded by Congress. In
severa) ipstances the even numbered seo-
| tiona haye beon granted, after the odd-
num ones bad besn sxhausted. I
beliese the ficet grant of lands gver made

'rby Congress, in alternate seotions, for any

work of internal improvement, was in 1827,
tomid.in the constryction of the Wabash
‘& Erie Caval, Two additional grants
"were subsequently made for this work, the

not the lnous ihewselves, andee
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| lust of which was for eight bundred thou-
sand acres, whioh could be located in a
body, snd selected within thirty or ﬁm,'
miles from the line of the canal. Bimilar
ahusen of our land grant rolhj bave bean
sanctioned by Congress, in aid of suadry
ship capals; but the poliay iwmelf, iode
pendent of these sbuses, is indefensible
sod iniquiteus. It blocks up the way of
our pioneers, who would subdue our dis-
tant borders, and open the pathway for
organised oivil communitiea. [t hinders
the inoresse of national wealth, by pre.
venting the cultivation and improvement
of vast distriotn of fertile lend, which
should be left free to the landless poor,
the pre-emption and homest
laws, It in o wicks

gow g ==

of our hardy pioneers, who are driven to
the outakirts of oivilisation, and ecom-
pelled to encounter alt the inorensed ex-
pense and danger of securiog hones for
their families, while surrandering sueh lo.
ol advantages in the way of sohools,
oburohes, roads, and other improvemonts,
on might otherwine bo much sooner en.
Joyed. Nearly two hundred millions of
scres of the publie domaio have thus been
granted by Congress in ald of railroads
snd other improvements woder this un- |
fortunate land poliey, and its evils will)
prove as intolecably greivous in their)
character an they will ba enduring in time, |
entlomen, who inaugureatod thigaystem of
Pational plunder, thin monstrous oon. |
*piracy against the productiva weslth of |
the country, thin remorseloss erasade |
ngninat the vights of settlers? Tt wan the
Domoeratio party, ‘Demooratin  leaders
hatehed it into heing., Other parties, in
later vears, have hosn more or loss in-
volved in it, but has & Demooratio ganesis
and ancestry.  Buch moen an Cune, Ran.
ton, and Dougles, champloned It and sl
though itn beginning dates back many!
years, it was only fully installed through
the enorgatio leadarship of tha latter, in
securing the magnificent geant of lands in
ald of the Tllinals Coantral Rallroad This
lnunahed (¢, and socared Hts triomeh a8 o
londing feature of Demonoratio poliey. |
hog, hawevar, that | may not ha misnn-
derstond, In areaigning thin syatem. 1
do not mean to deny that It has done
much ta dovalon our eonntry. notwith.
standing the avlle 1o whieh | have re-
fereed.  Nor do | guestion tha duty of
tha Govarnment to ald important works !
of internal improvement, ar tha poliey of
doine this hy grants of land,  On another
oaension T have qunted the anthoritative
words of John Staart ML that “gond

ronds uro equivalent to good toals'" that
“it In of no consequence whether the

wonnamy of lubor takes place in extraots
ing the produce from the soll or in son=

veying it to the place whare it s to be|
consamed "' and that “railways and canals |
are virtually a dimination of the cost of,
prodastion of all things sent to market

by them." No one will deny that these
entarprises have done a great service to
tha enuntrye, and that the Gaveramant, by

all ransonable moans, should aid them.

T.at Cangrass provide that the landa n-|
ted in all such oasen shall be sold to aotunl |
sattlars only. in limited quantities, and
for a priee which shall insure their par-,
chano,  Thin will sattle and devalon the

sountry, going hand in hand with the
nre-emption and homostead laws, and at |
the same time most certainly and speadily |
eomplate the imnrovgment. Thin is the
Repnblioan dootrine. alvandy adopted in |
the leqislation of the Fortisth Congrass, |
and whiok the Reymonur Damooragr have

stalen and attempted to appropriate ll'
their partionlar thunder,

OUR SWAMP LAND LEGISLATION,

[ pasacto the subjeot of swamp lands.
The first grant by Congress of “swamp
and overflowed land” was made in the
vear 1840 ta the State of Louisiana,
This was followed the next vear by a
weneral law, granting snch lands to all the
States in which they were situsted. The
lands elaimed under this legislation have
grown to immense proportions, their
. character as sawamp lands having been ad-
judicared in the interest of the States, and
generally in accordance with surveys made |
immediately after the season of their aver-
flow.

. The total amount of seleetions already’
made is about sixty millions of acres, and
not far from forty~five millions have act-
ually been patented a very large portion
of which is dry land, and among the very
best the nation owned.

The management of these lands, wheth-
er in the Western or Southern States, has
been most unfortunate and ruinous,

This is espeoially true ot Mississippi,
}mnitian, Arkansas and Florida, these
our States alone having secured by false
pretenses vearly twenty eight millions
of acres. Instead of extending our well
understood land policy over these regions,
and reclaimiog them by individual enter-
prise and actual settlement, Congress was
prevailed upon to hand:them over to the
tender mercies of these Btates, on the
ground, now well known to bave been
fabricated, that the Jands were of little or
no value, and on the assurance, equally
false, that the States would reclaim them,
whioh it was ulleged the geoeral Govern-
ment could not afford to do, After these
lands became the property of the States,
they wore sold in great bodies to wpecu-
lators, the price, a8 [ am advised, ranging
from twenty to eighty ocents per acre, and |
purchasers being sach men as Jacob|
Thomopson of Mississippi, Robers W, |
Johason, of Arkansas; Toombs, of Georgia [
and other Democratic thieves and rebels, |
who doalgless hold the lands in  their|
grasp to~day. According to official tables
furaished by the general land offige, there
are now in the five land States of the
| South more than fifty-two millions of aeres
of unimproved land held by monoplists,
while more thao two.thirds of the people
are landless; and if you exolude the towns
and oities of those States, more thao nine.
tenths of their population are without

' melanoholy facts, xnd

: o hlol ‘,. gy

| flscation, it would have wrosted from the

‘cal inancuration among us of the funda-

homes of their own. These are very

&o] are the frwit of
Demoeratio policy. Demoeratio uulu.l
cunnin
bers, oarried our swamp land laws through
a Demoeratic Congress, while the fright« |
ful . mal-administration of these lands,
whioh followed was ¢onvouted snd consum
mated by Demooratic Stateg

DEMOCRATIC POLICY TLLE

Sueh in the Dvmooratie §
erats have been oo :
fastly on the side of mo
They have been unil
wrong. ‘They ba

Demo.
‘and steads
o8 of the soil.

Iy in the

23

or

e Tindl TR

n‘:\

the honor to s bill p
all lands which should be for non.
pryment of Foderal taxes the insur.
rectionary distriots, ot under the [nternal |
Rovenue law, or under proseodings in remn
under the act to sappreas fnsutrection and
to punish tréason and rebellio, should be
bid off to the Government, eeftified over
to the Secretagy of the Taterior, and
thenceforward become a part of the publie
unappropristed domain, 1t further pro-
videdp that theso lands should be survayed
and parcoled out into small Bomestewds
amo g the soldiers and seamen of the army
and navy an o tribute to'thelr valor, as »
flt ohastisomont of the rebe! chiefs, and
oapcofally an the basis of demogratio aqaali.
ty in these reglons, Had the moessure
prevalled, souplod with the poliey of cone

iding that

rabel leaders from one-half to three- fourths
of the enltivated lands of the Soath. with:
ont disturbing the rights of property of
the great body of their people, who were
never allownd byahe Sonthern Damoorscy
to own land, Tha great estates of Thomp.
son, Davis, Toombs, Wigfll and other
rebuls would have been dismembered, and
s real domoorney would have heon inutall.
od upon thele rains, lonorfng NHharey,
order and law, where the great landhold.
ing rebels are now trampling the home.
less poor under their feet, seriounly threat.
ening to plange the nation again (nte the
horeors of eivil war,  The bill passed the
Houwe by a strong majority, avery sllirma.
tive vote being Repubtionn, and every
nogative vote. 61 (n all, belog Demosratio.
Te is trna, that thisn Bill involved other
nuestions healdes that of the monopaly of
Southern lands, and the vote refor to
proves the Domosrdtio party to have boen
four yours ago what it is tosday, the ally
and friend of rebels; but it proves, also,
the utter hvpoorisy of the peretense now
set up in the New York platform of Dem-
ooratio friendabip for the lundloss poor,

THE HOMESTEAN POLIOY,

T onmo now to the homestead peliey,
Thin will aver stand forth an one of the
gront landmarks of nor politiesl history.
As [ have often said, it has done more to
wrke the American name honored and
loved among the Christian nations of the
onrth than anv single sot of legislation
since tha days of Washington. Tt i at
onos an enduring monument of leglslative
wisdom and beansfloence. and a crown of
unfading honor to the Republican party
which finally wecared its trinmph. Rt
what in the Demneratio record on this issue?
The views of Gen. Jackson on the land
question were in the highest degree eredit
able to his magneity and patriotism; hut he
seems to have been utterly powerless to
impress them upon the general mind of
hin party.
snecunlation readhed their high tide under
the Demneorstio administrations of Jaok-
son and Van Buren. Thosc most son-
versant with the subject have eatimated
that in the 1885 alane, abaut sight millions
nf nores of the public land« passed into
the hands of speculators. OF course. the
money thus invested was withdrawn from
praiseworthyenterprises, and the ordinary
uses of commerce, and sunk in the forests
of the West, which were allowed to vield
no veturn. Thin system of legalized
Inndlardism. sx T observed last winter in
the House of Representatives, this nraoti:

lism of the Old World, is the very elimax
of legislative madness. Ttcheats the poor
settier, and by daoming vast traets of fere
tile lands to barrenness. becomes a fatal
hinderance of agricultural wealth, and
to commerce and manufsctures which
draw their life from the #oil.

I'nstead offlonrishing towns and villages
small homesteads, and an independent
yeomanry, with the attendunt blessings of
churches and free schoals, it consigns the
fertile plains of the West to the tender
mercies of the monopolist, whose greed
alone is his law  Tastead of opeving sar
vacant lands to the streams of emigration
which would pour in from the old States,
and thus sugment our exports and imports
through increased production, it leaves
the country a wilderness, or inhabited
only by a miserably temantry uvnder the
control of absentee landlords. Instead of
the pioneer into the futherly keeping of
the Government, and stimalating spirit of
adventure by the offer of a free home in
the witderness, it treats him ax o virtual
outeast, by driving him beyond the pos.
sessions of the speculator, for whose in-
terest he is epmpelled to toil.

I noed not dwell on this subject hofors an
intelligent Western andience, and 1 have ful-
ly portrayed the direfal effecta of Innd epeco-
lation on other occasions; and [ refer to them
now for the purpors of reminding the asuntry,
and especially our fellow cirizens of demoera-
ie desgent, that thase evils have found iheir
congenial home and national sheltsr in the
Democratio veganigstion. Many long years
ago would the eauntry have been saved from
fheir ravages, if the Demoecratic party had
willed i,

But I retorn now to the homestead
poliey. I was iu the Congress of 1849,
when the flrst homestead bill was iutro.
duced, and I feel quite sare that I ocan
count on the ends of my fingers the Dem.
oorats of both Houses who favored the

| the rank aud

| evary lnstance, us the Congress

The terrible eviln of land | P®

mensure. [t was almost universally de.

of amend the bill as to allow its benefits to

nrm

exocrated, This wan logioally inevitable;
The slave power owned the Demooratio
rnrt:. body and soul. but the slave power
tself could not live without the aristoers-
tio touthold of large landed estutes. A

lioy, thevefore, whioh recoguized the

o:mbh'a,r-hof t'?ll. b:ml “:iho uoum: !
an sl rights of the millions on the cluded

lnd:%f the Goveroment, must of necewsis SR D Diey e R
if sunctioned. The oy

ty be futal to lln:z.
step onoe taken could
This the iesders

never be retraced.
Followed them.

oris to carry the homestend

oy were renawed during the Adminis-
trations of Piorce and Buohanan, but in
fonal record
will show, they were defeated by Demoora.
tio opposition. A howestead bill did
finally prevail in both Houses toward the
close of the Thirty sixth Congress, n  suft
ficient number of the betterelass of Demo-
orats joiniag the Republicans to  wcoom-
Ellnl\ the purpose, but the sot was vetoad
y one James Buohanan, whoese chosen
badfellows were suchi men as Davis, Floyd
and Thompeon, snd who gloried in wal
lowicg in the mire of Demoorhtio depravie
ty, while bending his cowardly back wne
or the lash of ht- Bouthern drivers, jost

ws oftan ss they saw Bt to command him,

At last; ander o Republioan sdwinis.
teation, the homesiend law of 1862 was
ensoted; and the only hongy that ean be
nocorded to the Democratio party i, that
Ita opposition, which was shown on the
final vote fn both Houser, tnd gradunlly
grown smallor and wmaller, as the suprom.
soy of slavery in the United Statea cone
tinued to be threatoned. Buch is the ngly
and damaging record whioh history must
write down against the party. whose lead
ers at New York have ndded to thelr oth.
er sins that of the most treaspurent dow.-
sgoplem o dealiog with the guustion of
our publid lauds.

THE SOUTHERN NHOMESTEAD BILL,

But the Demooratie record an the homae
stend question does not end here At the
olose of the rebellion, thers romained, in
the States of Alabamn, Mississippi, Louls
iana, Arkansas and "I rida, abowt fort
six millions of nores of swrveyed, llnln{ll
publio Tands.  Just aswnon w the land of.
floes in these Btates conld be got o run-
ning order, the whole of these lands would
be liable to be bought up in large bodies
by rebel speculators and monopolists, The
men who has secured so ernel & monopsl
of swamp lands, and whose greed and rm
pacity romained as untawed by their de-
font as their hatred of the negroes and
their contempt for the peor whites, would,

ree, apare no opportunity in the)

way of their Purther aggrandizemeont. One
of the first dutien of the 80th Congress
therefore was to deal with the prectioal
question thus presented, and a bill was
socordingly reported from the House Com.
mitiee on Public Lands extending the
Homestead law over these reginns in eigh.
ty-aore allotments, and forbidding, abso-
lutely. all further sules. The effect of this
would be to dedicate to sotual ocoupancy
and tillage the whole of these millions of

nores, in the interest of the landless poor, |

black and white, and in the interest of
the nation itself, through the tucrease of
ita produotive wealth, Dividing the ag-
grogate of these lands by B0 will give
575.000 homestesds fto that many heuds
of families; and allowing each head of »
family to represent, on an averaye, five
rsona. these lahds wonld give homes and
sholter to 2.875.000 people, who must else
be the mere supplicants for such favors as
a relentless landed aristoeracy may see fit
to bestow, If wa suppose one half of
these lands unfit for cultivation, there
would still remain enough to supply near.
ly & miltion and & half of the homeless
poor in these States; and I think I am
safe, therefore. in muying that of all the
measures that have been proposed in any
quarter dooking to the regeneration of
these blasted regions, this may fuirly be
regarded s one of the most beseficent
and far reaching. It would luy the foun-
dations of & true democraey. and a gen.
uine civilization, where the curses of chat.
tel slavery on the one hand, and wages
slavery on the other, have 80 long weild-
ed their baleful power through the mono-
poly of the soil. It would furvish a
blessed outlet through which the helpless
poor could escape from the threatened suf-
focation and death, and at the same time
point the way to other measures of relief,
still more prophetic of a new heaven and
a new carth in these latitudes, founded ot
the ruins of the past. The bill pauﬂ
the Honee, find in & modified form went
throngh the Senate; snd greatly to the
general amazement it was signed by An.
drew Johuson, who just at that time seems
to have been “elothed snd in his right
mind,"” or, atleast not guite so drunk as
be had been on other occesions. Under
this law, the poor of the South, whether
white or black, are selesting their home-
steads, building their oabins, putting wp
their fences, and thus slowly but surely
hewing out their way to independence,
while becoming the vatural allies of the
publie good. %hay have already reclaim-
ed and pettled many thousands of seres,
and their progress will be more and more
rapid as the rebel element of the Bouth
shall be subdued. The policy of the law
has been, and doubtless will continue to
be, obstructed; but it will be earried out;
and just so fur and so fast as this shall be
done, it will undermine the great landed
aristoeracy which brought oo the war, wod
is now the only obstacle to lasting peace,

Gentlemen, what is the Democratio re-
cord om this most rightecus and perfectly
unobjeationable messure, proposing to
saveo forty-six millions of ucres of land
from the elutches of rebel monopolists,
and set them apart in small homesteads
for productive wealth, and a8 homes for
the poor?

In the How'a of Ropresentatives, on
the Tth of 'February, 1866, Mr. Taber, o

II;" and not even “Abolition. | pardoned rebels, in common with loyal
employed by Bouthera mem- ism" ites!f wan more bitterly louthed and men, and in contravention of the Home-

:Il.l" law of 1802. The yeas snd vays
| were ordered on this motion, snd result-
ed: yens, 37, all Democrats save siz, and
naye, 104, all

The next day, on the of the
JDill, the yeas and nays were sgain order
ed, and the Demoorsts haviag signally

o e
| orata ‘:l tu..' Wm‘hutlhl and
blessed record for the party whick resolves
in ita Seymour platform, “that the publie
lands should be distributed, as widely us
ossible, among the lo, and should
dispesed of either undor the pre.emp-
tion or homestead luws, or sold in reason.
able quantities, and to none but aetusl
oocupants.” If our Democratio leaders
have not completely outlived all sense of
shame, 1 hope T may baable to rekindle
it by holding up this Demooratic vote on
the Bouthern Homestend law e 8 commens
tary on their New York resolution,

LAND GRANTE TO SOUTHERN RAILROADS.

Gentlemen, let me now foltow the Dem.
ooratio record one step farther, for I de.
sire to ompose the utter hollowness and
movkery of the Natioas]! Demoeratio plat.
form rexpecting the lend poliey of the
United States, I doom this at once a pub:
lie duty and & public servics, and should
reproach mysell’ ‘were [ to ahrink from Its
performance to the extent of my ability.

Tn the year 1806, Congress granted to
the States of Alubama, Mississippl, Louis
iana and Florida, land smounting in the
apgregate to nearly fve millions of sores,
to ald thew In bullding sundry rallronds,
and gave them ten yoars within which to
oomply with the conditions of the grant,
Thowe Biates, not long afterward, created
oorporations for the purpose of socepting
the grants and performing the work s to
saveral of the roads, but little, in feet;
wan done, prior to the Breaking out of the
rebellfon.  This avent, of course, put »
stop to all farther movementa, but it did
not exouse these corporations, for ""ﬂ
one of them, on the lnitiation of elv
war, promptly espoused the rebel cause,
and onMrlEulﬂ! all their resources to the
work of dismembering the Union. They
are therefore not only inexousable, but in
common with the Sintes which oreated
them, sre criminally recreant to thelr ob.
Ilgations, for they not only fuiled to por
form their engagementa, or aven to ate

Y [ tempt it, but aignalizad their bad faith by

tresson, The expiration of these grants
by limitation enuned the forfeiture of these
Innds to the United States; but without an
net of Congres deolaring the forfeiture,
they must remain tied uwp in

robel onrporatinas, and could not

'available for settlement by loyal men

These lands are among the most fertile
nnd desirable in the entire Bouth, The
New Orleans Opelonsas snd Great West
ern Railroad Company alone holds to- day,
an & Prightful monopoly, nearly a million
of aoves. on which the landless poor of
Louisiana ave si hing for the privilage of
securing homesteads. In other sections
the lands are, perhaps, still more valuahle
having beon n‘:et slong the lines of
miere roads on paper, whera no attempt
has been made to build them, and no pur
pose to do so ever antertained, Ever
one cen comprehend the mischief of these
land grants, unaccompanied by any per

formance of their conditions, snd sggra-
vated by the treason both of the Biates
and people intended to be benafited b

them, They pot only converted five mil.
liona of acres of choiee lands into » wick.
ed monopoly, but hindered settloments
on the sorrespanding even numbered ree-
tiens to an equal amounnt. and, to rome
extent, on the lands.adjacent to the belt

onmpnling the odd and even ﬂoﬂl‘l!l.L

That these monopolies should be broken
up, independent of the question of their
treasonahle character, in most obvions
That multitudes of the landless poor of
these States are hungering and thirsting
for the epportunity of aocquiring homes
upon them, is perfectly well knowa. ‘I hat
the SBouthern homestead law should at
once be extended. and applied to them. jn
the intevest of that class of penple, iy
morally self-evident. That five millions
of scres would give homestesds of eighty
sores each to sixtytwo thousand fve hun.
dred heads of families and support a pop-
ulation of threohundred and twelve thon.
sand five hundred, is aa true sa arithme-
tie. In the clear light of those faots,
what was the duty of Congress? No loy-
al man will besitate for an answer, {t
was to wrest these lands from rebel mo-
nopoiists, and extend over them the
Homestead law of June 21, 1866. I will
feel under preat obligations to any man
who will give me a singla valid ;esson
why this should not be done. No
such resason has been given, or ean be
given, eiiner in Congresa or out of it. Bo
velieving, I introduced a bill of the char-
ter indicated at the July session of Con.
gress, now over a yeor ago. It was de.
bated at some length during the past win-
ter, and finnlly passed the House, the
Senate not having found time to consider
it prior to the late adjourament.

Gentlemen, do you need that [ should
te!l you how the Demoeracy of the House
recorded their votes? The record is not
now before me, but my distinet recollec~
tion is that while the measure received
the geners! support of the Republican
side of the House, it enconntered the hos-
tile vote of every Democrat who wngarel-
ent. True tothe traitors of the South
during the war, true to the vanguished
rebels since its elose, and true to the fa-
fornal epirit of movopoly and plunder,
this last aet of graceless recreanay to jus-
tice and decendy evintes n consistency
and courage which ind no counterpart
wave in their insensibiity to the elaimy of
humanity and patriotism,

TUR REPUBLICAN RECORD.

(Yentlemen, in this condensed record of
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voanced by the party s s scheme of Demoorst from Now York, moved so 1o
“Demn oﬂ!u" of “Agrarianism,"

Y | equal vights ol wan; the

Ulhnam, 'ml:.

'a‘-'.'a'm and charged

the action of our politioal

the land guestion, r-

[ have n?, , Tucidentally,

record of cur own . Thatie

Jeot upon whieh 1 0o time %0 eater

10 duy, but which naturally

::u -:r.:.pluual :ul ‘I..:‘ the 0..0..

ave \ perform "e M .

ever, in the hm::o' of Ml..& and

fair deuling, thet 1 do vot hold the Re-

::“E:Iun party wholly blemeless in ita
o

by - oy g i Deosnss b

the pes of the wuﬂ Collego
aot g l% the of which
thotl-h' (he issue of land serip are
coedingly wirchievous and cxunot be
fonded, 1 flud, however, that of
twenty five men in the House of
:m. ves who recorded .."“l::h votes
t, twenly were o..
oans as well as Demoorats are lik in.
volved in the frightful lend
created of lute years by our most exeors-
ble system of lodian treaties, which 1
have bad ocession 1o dencunee in wery
expresive words in the House of
sentatives. But the worst of thess freat.
lew, whioh bave generaily been somneveted
in sooret by » fow solect (hieves, bave
been most emphatioally condemed, to-
gether with the aystom I,mlf, by the low.
or branch of our Republican s
and in the Senute, 1 boliove the only op-
ition thoy have emcountered has come
rom the Republiean side of the cham-
ber, while the leading chumpion of the
late Qeage treaty, by fur the most stroes
lous of them sll, was Sennter Doolittle,
of Wisoounin, who in now ninsed an
one of the ablest leaders of the :
io party.  Republicans ave williog 1o faee
their own record, in searohing out that of
their foes; but If they wore not, It would
furolsh 6o valid excose for the decsitfvl
and self=righteous pretensions of the Dem.
ooratio leaders whivh [ bave eudeavored

10 ex pose. '
REUAPITULATYION,

And sow, in conclusion, while | sk
you te reoall the Innguage of this famous
resolution, and the smpty and impudent
strut with which it was ’hl-ln in the
late Natlonal Uonvontion, Jet me reospit.

ulate the chiof poilnis of interest in this
wost dishonoriog and soandulovs Demo.

oratio record on the land question. [ask
you to remember, that the Dewmoerstie
r"? inaugurated the poliey of lvad grants
o aid of canals and rellroads, unguarded
by any conditions luvoking 1o the muli.
plioation of homestends or the settlement
and productive wealth of the wil, thas-
ereating monstrous and rapacious wonop.

olies of the publio lnude, consigning great
stretohes of Lerritory to solitude, and pow-

erfully bindering the industrial progress
and development of the country, Re-

new lile (nto the already power
of laud wovopoly; trampliog dows the
rights of the poor, and cvusolidating that
great aristoeratic power, whose mudoess
st last ripened Juio the rebellion, Re.
wember, that duriog the war, when a mag.
uilloent opportunity was offered for break-
ing up the gigantic power of laudtordism
in the States of the Bouth, and of laying
the foundatious of vepublican liberty on
the enduriog greuite ufguutiel sud the
vmooratic party

spurned it, and with sleority, rushed into
the embrace of the bloated sristoorats;
whose oroed has ever been thet “oapital
should own labor,”” Remewmber, that the
Demooratic party, ever dominated by the
reat lended power of the South in the
orm of African slavery, bas been the
consistent and inflexible lué of the howe-
stend policy, and has thas brandod itesll
ss infidel to the rights of labor, fales to
its professed creed of equal rights for all
men, and true OHH to its long cherished
fellowship with aristocracy and privilege.
Rewember, that two years agd, when the
proposition was made in Coogress to res-
oue forty-six millions of acres of publio
lands in the South from the control of
traitors, and to darve them up into small
homesteads for the loyal poor, thus mak.
ing an eatering wedge to other weasures
promisiog the epmplete regenerstion of
sogiety in that region, every Dewoerat in
the House of Representstives recorded
his vote agatust it. Remewber, Sually,
that eoly s few months fince, when the
still more palpably righteouws proposition
was made to extend the homestead law
over five million of acres of land, in the
rich valleys of the South and already uns
der the control of rebel railroad compan—~
ies, every Demoerst in the House, true to
the evil peuius of bis jarly, veted in the
interest of Lhese companies, thus mwook-
ing inhe fond hopes of thowsands of the
loﬁ!l poor, who looked to these lands as
n gln!n ¢ in the weary confliot with
huoger and want. This, wy friends, is
the oorstic record oo the land gques~
tion, io brisf worde. This is the bistori-
oal picture which I hold, “'ss & mirror ‘T
to nature,” snd in the light of which
impale the Democratic leaders on the
plank they huve plagiarized from the Re-
publicans.  And thus, in & word, have I
nailed to the pillory the hypooritienl pre-
tense of Democratic orthodoxy oo the
land poliey of the Governweut, and Dew-
oeratic sympathy for the landless and lu-
boring poor.

The Presidency.
Beymour and —er ?
Blair and nullification,
“X pro to move.  wmediutely upon
your works."— U 8. Gront.
Hendrioks says that Blair is geverous.
With shirta? or lemons and whisky?
Dix to Seymour--'‘I have troops enough
to take eare of the mob, and you teo.
A friend suggesis that the name of the
Demoeratic eandidate bo spelled “Hors-
'tion €. Moore.”  ANler November next
| hin friends will all wpall it Hoepushaho
'Righmore!”




