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O the traveler who has wan-

dered with men of many
tastes all over the world,
the thought must often
have come, "“Of what use
are all the strange plants
which make up the land-
scapes of the pictures?”
The globe, with its kaleido-
geople panorama of people,
animals, and plants, has
been whirled before you,
as it were, and you have in
your minds the picture of a
ball circling through space, covered with a
film of plants, animals, and men in constant
change. So varled is this film of plants that
there are probably half a million distinet, spe-
cific forms In It, and yet man uses only a few
hundreds for his own purposes.

To change, In a measure, the distribution
of the really useful plants of the world is what
the office of foreign seed and plant introduc
tion of the Departm it of Agriculture is try-
Ing o do. The motive underlying this work
might be ecalled the ambition to make the
world more habitable., If one I8 inclined to
be pessimistic with regard to the food supply
of the world, he has only to talk to any one
of the enthusiasts of the Department of Agri
eulture to get a pleture of the widening vista
of agricultural possibilities which would make
Bim realize that the food problems of the race
are not hung In the balance of our great plains
area, and that the
the world Is stfll practiealy unknown., bhecnuse
we have Just begun to study In n modern way
the relutive performance of different plants

Weo may not always grow the plants we do
now Home of them are food
dueers, nome produce foods that are diMenlt
to digest, and some behind awms
we learn to llke others betier

What to grow was not o
tion to the eurly Phoenlelan poasant, who
Krow perhaps a dozen crops, as it 18 heeoming
to the American agricalturist, ean plok
from the crops of all the world the one hoeat
pulted o hin land and olimate
po raplidly nowadaye that If o man today tulks
of “"poars’” he wmny mean whal are ordinarily
thought of an vears, or he may refor to alll
gator poars which he s growing 'n Florvida
or prickly pears which he In cultivatinge In
Toxun.  Noth the alligator pear and the prickly

oar have come In an erops to he

ith within the past Afteen years, nnd already
the stock-ratsers of the Nouth wondering
I they should plant spiny or eploeless formas
of the prickly pear oactus, and the fralt
growers of Florida are Inquiring as to which
Oof the weveral varietios of nlligntor pear tres
In golug to be the mont productive and proft
ubhle

To help And the
the howt results of any
every acre of land In the United Htates, is in
genernl, the bhroand polley of the oMee of
and plant introduction of the burean ol
Industry

Although bhogun In n syatemnatl
nodistinet netivity of the departiment in
1t has bavely wuehed the fringe of 1ts pogs!
hilttlen,. The ‘m different plant fmmigrants
have come In have elther died or
Are now growing somewhere In this country,
represent a small beginning only, and have
merely holped to show the greatness of the
possibilities which progress In agrieultural re.
panarch tn crenting

“"You will soon have all the erops In I
the remark of those who have glven the mat
ter lHittle thought, Our own lives changoe with
every moment of time, and so do the llves of
plants. The stralns of polato which our
grandfathors grew ave, with few exceptions,
different from the strains In vogue today: and,
fitting thelr lives into the varlous conditions
of soll and climate, the original wild South
American speclies of polato, Solanum  tube
rosum, assumes In the hands of men a thou
sand differant forms,

In whatever parts of the world new forms
may wpring into existence It matters not: our
potato-growers should be able to try every
sort of importance and every wild, hardy spe
eles, whethor 1t comes from the manse of a
Seottish parson, s discovered as a wild
cles along vthe Paraguay river by an Amerlcan
rallway bridge bullder, Is found among the
mountains of Colombla by Jesult priest, ls
gathered by a forest ranger In the dry reglons
of an Indlan reservation in New Mexico, or
is secured by a trained collector from the
Chiloe Islands off the coast of Chlile. It makes
Httle difference; they must all come in as
plant immigrants to show what thev can do
in the gardens of American experts. There
is always the chance that they may be thrown
out as unprofitable; but, If they have desirable
characters, they can be blended with others,
or exploited with others, If they are superior
for auny of the potato regions of this country.

It may be new to many that every day plant
immigrants from different parts of the world
Arrive in Washington, and every day. through
the wmalls, bundreds of these disinfected ar.
rivals 2 out to find a new home In some part
of the ecuntry.

it 1s a difficult matter to give an adeguate
fmpressica of the magl®ie and impertance
1o the ceantry of this stream 6" new plant {m.
- migracis which for 14 years has been pouring
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an o orchard of o
nnd some ol wtill remnaln
frault the tmnortnnece of whieh
Americans are wt Inst heglnning to recognize
notwithstanding the unfortunate diserodit
which the worthless seedling mangos of the
West Indles have given It in the minds of
Americans generally.

There are probably more varleties of man
goe than there are of peaches. | have heard
of one collection of BOO different sorts In In-
din,  There are exquisitely favored varietios
no lnrger than a plum, and there are deliclous
sorte the frults of which are six pounds In
welght, In Indin, where the wage of a coolle
% not over 10 cents a day, there are varleties
which sell for $4680 a hundred, and the com.
monest sorts bring over a vent aplece

The great mango trees of India are sald to
reach a helght of 70 feet, and are so loaded
down with frult that over $150 worth has been
sold from a single tree

These fine varietiea, prac tienlly s free from
fiber as a freestone peach, can be ciaten with
“o8spoon as easlly as a cantaloupe. Traln-
londs of these are shipped from the mango
Rrowing centers of India and distributed in the
densely peopled citles of that great semi-trop.
ical empire; and vyet, notwithstanding the
great lmportance of this frult, the agricultural
study of it from the new standpoint has
scarcely been begun. 1 believe that it has
never, for example, been tested on any but its
own roots,

We have gathered together In Florida and
Porto Rico and Hawail more than s hundred
varteties, and some which we have frulted
have already attracted the attention of the
fancy frult-dealers, who agree that the demand
for these will Increase as fast as the supply
can be created, and maintain that extravagant
prices, such as 50 or even 75 cents aplece,
will be paid for the large, showy, delicious
fruits. Last yvear 300 dozen Mulgoba mangos
were sold in Florida for $3 a dozen. The Gov-
ernor of Porto Rico has committed himself to
a policy which, if carrled out, will cover the
island with hundreds of thousands of mango
irees of the be'ter varieties.
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Une of the oldest cultivated plants In the
worid Is the date palm AL least 4,000 years
HEO 1L Wae growing on the banks of the Ku
parates, ynd It Is this plant and the camel that
together made It possible for the Arabs to
Populate the great deserts of northern Afrien
And Asln. The date palms would grow where
the water was alkaline, and the camels were
Able to make long journeys across the desert
to take the dates to the coast to market and
sell them for wheat and olives,

In these deserts of the old world, millions of
Arabs llve on dates, for the date palm ecan be
cultivated on land so salty as to prevent the
culture of any other paying crop, and 1t will
llve In the hottest regions on the face of the
Klobe; not aven a temperature of 125 degrees
F. will affect it. This obliging plant does not,
however, Insist on such temperatures, but will
stand some frost, and has been known to live
where the mercur? falls to 12 degrees F.

It Is also the only wood obtalnable In the
onses of the Sahara, and on the shores of
Arabia boats are made of It

The date palm has both male and female
flowers and they occur on separate plants, and
the Arabs have to plant one male for every
plantation of a hundred females, making a
harem as It were. The artificial pollination or
fertilization of the female palms 18 one of the
most interesting processes practiced with
plants, a spray of flowers from a male palm
being bound with a bit of palm-leaf fiber in
each Inflorescerce of the female tree. Propa-
gation of the date palm can be accomplished
by means of seeds, or suckers. which are
thrown up at the base of the palm. Suckers
will start, however, on land so salty that the
geeds refuse to grow on it,

Four years from seed, trees of some varle-
tlea begin to bear and in six vears will have
paying crops of dates. They live to a much
greater age than almost any other of the fruit
trees, and specimens a century old are said to
be still a good investment,

The date is not a dry-land crop, but requires
irrigation to grow and produce fruit. A planta-
tion once established requires to be kept free
of weeds, to be pollinated when the palms
come into bloom, and to have the fruit har
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vested when ripe. Of insect pests
we Kknow
the prospective
count this in his
pense; remembering, however,
that modern scientific method.
have overcome the greatest fruit
pests, and that these on the palm
different in general char
those which are now

planter
estimate of ex-

are nof
acter from
under complete control.
Very lit*'e pruning of the palms
. and the harvesting is
very gimple, gince the dates grow
in great Dbunches, which often
welgh from 20 to 40 pounds aplece
There
ties of
Eovernment
and Arizona, from which are being
digiributed to progpective planters
suckers as they grow. This accomplishment
of the Department of Agriculture is not the re
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of wondering

perstimmmon had
they would not
clnl method for
pucker. In Japan we
packing the frult In barrels saturnted wit!
sike, and Mr, H. C. Gore, of the Department
of Agriculture, s now working out new meth
Ods of processing the Orlental persimmon, e
that It ean be eaten when hard as an apple
and there will no longer be any reason why 1
should not take Its place among the great
frults of the country

The whole question of the Improvement of
the persimmon has been opened up, and we
are getting for this work the small-frulted spe
cles called “lotus,” from Algerin; a tropleal
species with white, cheeselike pulp, from Man
Hin, Mexlico, Erithea, and Rhodesia; spoctes
from Hangalore, from Sydney, from Madres
from the Nankau Pass, In ('hln‘. and from the
Cancasus

[f the Orfental timber bamboo had produced
seods oftener than once In 40 years 1t would
long ago have been Introduced and be now
growing In the South. The fact that it had
to be brought over In the form of living
plants, and that these plants required specia!
treatment, has stood In the way df the quick
distribution of this most Important plant
throughout those portions of Ameriea where It
will grow. After several unsuccessful at
tempts, a beginning has at last been made, and
the department has a grove of Oriental bam.
boos In northern Florida, and a search is be
ing made in dlferent parts of the world for
all those specles which are adapted to our
climate,

In this country T prediect it will be used
earllest for bharre! hoops, for cheap irrigating
pipes, for vine-stakes and trellises. for light
ladders and stays for overloaded frult trees.
for baskets and light fruit shipping erates, and
for food. As wind-breaks and to hold canai
banks and prevent the erosion of steep hill
sldes, there are specles which excel all other
plants, walle for light furniiure and jalousles
it is sure to find a market whenever the green
timber Is avallable.
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Lawrence.—Throe grains of corn
that had begun to sprout were
found 'in the appendix of James B.
Powell, a wealthy farmer. when he
Was operated upon for acute appendi-
citis. The appendix was eleven inches
long. Powell had a habit, he said, of
eating a few grains of corn every time
he fed his stock.

Rushville.—The charred body of
Mrs. Minnie Harris, forty-five
years old, was found in the ruins of
her country home northeast of this
city. Mrs. Harris was the wife of L.
B. Harris, a stock dealer, and was
alone in the house when the fire
started in an upstairs room, and it is
supposed she was overcome while
fighting the flames.

Terre Haute.—East-bound
senger ftrain No. 30, known as the
“Twenty-four hour St Louis to New
York train,” crashed head-on into a
‘reight train on the main track with-
in two hundred vards of the station.
Engineer J. C.

pas-

Millam of Indianapolis,
‘iding In the cab of the freight engine,
was killed.
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\ Wells Fargo  express
badly wrecked
five mlles enst of thin city
Three cars left the track and were
plled In n mass.  Expressman Down.
ing of Huntington was mangled be.
neath the debris and it Is thought he
will dle.
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Jahn M. Hicks,
est  resident of Upland and the
ouly surviving Mexican war veteran
in the county, excepting one or two In
the Marlon Natlonal Military home,
celobrated his eighty fourth birth an-
niversary, Mr, Hicks has been Jus.
tice of the peace at Upland for sixteen
years, W >

Marlon the old.

Newcastle. After nearly three
weeks' deliberation to find a plan
by which they could curb the divorce
evil, the majority of the minlsters of
Henry county made public a signed
statement In which each agrees not to
perform the marriage ceremony where
any divorced persons fgure unless
they be the innocent party In a case
where the charge Is statutory,

Richmond —The Richmond commit-

tee In charge of the G. A R
encampment held here last year
has set aslde $700 as a perma-
nent endowment, the proceeds from
which will be used for the perpetua-
tion of Memorfal day in this city.
This sum remained after all expenses
had been pald in entertaining the old
goldiers at thelr encampment. Nt is
hoped to add to this endowment fund,
#0 that each year a ftting program
may be carried out in memory of the
soldiers.




