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Review

Attorney Edward E. Wilson Comments
on Booker T. Washington’s Article
on the ‘“Religious l.ife of the
Negro.”

I'ne Broad Ax with commendable
enterprise recently Published an arti-
cie in full written for the North Amer-
ican Review by Booker T. Washing-
won. Whatever the merit of articles
written lfor magarines by colored men,
such articles or a8 much of them
as possible, should appear in colored
papers of large circalation in order
that persons who do mnot read the
greal monthly periodicals or who hap-
pen to overlook something of interest
concerning the Negro, may keep them-
selves informed. .

Mr. Washington's article taken as a
whole was far from a happy one. He
showed a startling poverty of ideas
on a subect with which intelligent col-
ored men are most conversant—ideas
most wretchedly expressed. He simp-
Iy rehashes the white man's idea of
the Negro as expressed in the news-
papers, tells his Inevitable Negro
jokes, drags in Tuskegee and its do-
irgs, and bows away with a self
satisfiéd smirk. A man of acute in-
telligence might read Mr. Washiog-
ton's article over and over agaln untll
the reader knew every word of it by
heart and yet he would not have the
slighest idea of the religious lfe of
the Negro.

Prof ‘Washington begins by saying
that it seemed to him that writers on
the subject were (oo much disposed
“10 treat of it a& something fixed and
unchangeable.” In the very pext par-
agraph be says that when the Negro
came to America he Was a pagan.
Now §f the idea entertained by the
Whites, of the religious life of the
Negro is unchanged then the whites
think the Negro a pagan in religion
still—an assertion that few sane men
would make in view of the fact that
¢ven Southermers boast as Mr. Wash-
inton does that Slavery gave the Ne-
gro ““one great consolation, namely,
the Christian religion and the hope
and belief in a future life” And It
would not be out of place to remark
just here that Mr. Washi.gtou bkas ct
late years become enamored of the
beauties of religion. Most of us cac
remember the time when he thought
it highly original and witly to say
that the Negro had too much re
ligion; that he was getting Jesus and
tbe white man was getting all the
worid. Yet it is no small credit to
ihe keen speent that Mr. Washington
has to changing public sentiment and
the main chance that he at this time
uncheathes his sword to do battle to
the death under Christian banners,

This talk about the Negro's coming
in contact with the Christian religion
is merely @ sop to the descendants
of th: men whe with a8 cruetly un-
equalled in the world draggéd telpless
men and women - from their homes
and sold them imto a slavery Worse
than hell. I, for ome, believe that the
Negro would have been better off left
alone to develop whatever there Was
io him than to have been made the

ors When the white man's vanity has
been thus tickled he does not mind
writing a cheek to teach the Negro
to work and to keep him in his place.
Men who are but slightly acquainted
with the rules of logic know that you
€an prove nothing from a single ex-
ample; but in this article on the
Negro's religion, Mr. Washington
seeks to prove by the language of
some old Negro in slavery days that
colored people in some communities
beljeve that immorality and Christian
ng g0 hand In hand; or in other
words that the profession of Chris-
tianity In no way shapes the Negro's
conduct. Suppose this were true,
even, would the Negro be any worse
than his white Christian brothér
whom Mr. Washington worships?
Of course one wrong does mot jus-
tify another: nor would the fact alone
|that the white, dominant race falls

far short of living up to Christian
principles justify the Negro in dolng

the same thing. Yet it is just here
that Mr. Washington always leaves
out the human equation io talking
about the Negro. He applies to
3is poor black brother a siandard of
perfection, forgetting all the while
that the great whit2 man is every-
where exhibiting he very weakness
for which Negroes are being taken to
task. Without going outside the
gquestion of religion to call at-
tention to the Alabamian's vagaries
in other flelds [ think It fair to
say that what is to be gathered from
his rather hazy article on the Negro's
religion is that religion does not
shape the white man's conduct. Is
the white man asy nearer a Christian
according to the principles lald down
by Christ than the Negro? Has the
white man forgiveness, or does he
seek vepgence at every turn? Has he
humility, or is he not puffed up and
intolerant? Does he aid the weak, or

stealing their rights form them, mur
dering them, maiming, outraging their-
homes and refusing them justice in
the courts?

Letting alope the whiteé man’s Wars
of aggression, what of the corruption
in every city, county and stale O
America, not only in politics but in
business of every kind? Could these
things be If the white mar shaped his
i conduct according to Christian princi-
{ples? And is this the religious com-
duet that Mr. Washington asks the
Negro to emulate? Oh well he "may
say 1 ask the Negro w0 follow true
Christian principles. Why, 1 ask
should the Negro with his limited op-
portunities be asked to do better than
the whites with all those centuries of
civilization that so dazzle Mr. Wash-

's eyes?
“‘t'!':: trnl,:'ot the whole thing is that
the llmelight of criticism is turned
onmeNer;oudnulumlumem-
gerated which are left alone in other

man, but an educator, therefore hg is

BOOKER T. WASHINGTON.
The great wizard of Tuskegee, who does rot claim to be a business

simply using the WNational Negro

Business League, to further his personal asperations,

the Negro. Following in the trail of
Mr. Washington you find now

ure in the newspapers because he has
bad something to say funny or de-
tractive of the Negro. We have a
number of such ninsles in Chicago.
Unilike Mr. Washingion they get no
money for their efforts—only somée
transient notoriety.

Mr. Washington is careful to throw
some sop to the A, M. E and A M. E
Zion churches. They are (00 Sirong
to be ignored But how he reasons
that money raised by them shows that
less money has been spent for whisky
and “gim cracks"” would puzzle
most acute logician. Unless, indeed,
Mr. Washington would have us be
lleve that the money collected by the

these vain things and for nothing else
had It pot been =0 collected.

does he ride rough shod over them: |

‘| pot drag in his pusiness
. | cou

One can easly discover from a num-
ber of paragraphs in Mr. Washington's
| article why he said so little about the
real religious life of the Negro. The
wizard (to use a soubriquet fnvented

on his thoughts, when perchance he
might otherwise have been coherent.
What Tuskegee had to do, with the re-
ligious life of the Negro on this greal
continent would be interesting to
know. Its best wishers

lu-
claim that in this country it ls' revo
tionizing the religious life of Negroes.

Nobody can blame Mr. Washington for
loving the child of his creation but
ne should be wise enough 1o take

from trouble
::rr:!:;go{her fathers about the partie-
glar brightness of tneir children. One
would hardly like to say that
washington used his opportunity of
giving the public some valuable infor
mation on the Negro's religlous life,
to advertise furtber his much overad-

vertised iastitution. At all evenls,
one can rejoice that the wizard did
League. Of

rse he forgot as usual that there
of other schools In the

were hundreds ddan

country begun years ago on &
not a material basis.
a
Dr. Washington always presents
pathetic figure when he tries to. philo-
He is at his happles on ma-
when cracking

azd |
agaln some ignoromus with his pict- |

lhe}

churches would surely have gone for |

1 believe by an admiring coadjutor) !
was anxious to lell about Tuskegee. |
That was on his mind, and broke In’

will hardly

some prattle of |

Mr. |

ln\-e into everything they do.” [ won-
der would he say that it enters into
buying gim cracks,” giving dances, ex-
Lcur:lam and picuics, things that Mr
washington as well as others has coc-
demned and deplored. Again the wiz-
ard gets off this astounding plece of
triteness: — In this great modern
world, where every individual has so
many interests and life is so ‘compii
cated there is a tendency to let re
ligion and life drift apart.” Here he
confirms what [ sald wnat it wus nc~

the Negro's conduct alone that was
not Informed by religion. Again Mr.
Washington says:—"They (referring

to colored people) are realizing that
FUcd has asigned to their race a man's
part in the task of civilizatlon.
[ Think of it a race having a man’s
part! But what's the use. The Negro's
thoughts, feelings, hopes, and asplra-
tions will never be known by the white
public until that publle learns to give
rcal men 2 hearing In its press and
magazines,

EDWARD E. WILSON.

| Rev. W. Sampson Brooks, the Hustling

Pastor of St. Stephens Church.

No preacher in this city Is perform-
ing a greater work for their follow:
ers than Rev. W. Sampson Brooks, the
hard working and the hustling pas
tor of St. Stephens Church, Austi
avenue and Robey street. He is com-
pletely remodeling and enlarging It
and When finilshed it will compare
favorably with any church owned by
the Afro-Americans In Chicago.

Rev. Brooks saved 3800 over the
price wanted by the contractors by
giving the workman so much per day
{and he himself assisted to carry the
brick and the hod, which shows that
be is not afraid of hard work and
'that he is the right preacher In the
iriglll place.

ENGLEWOOD NEWS.
| Mr. Willlam H. Bannister, 6216 Jus-
| tine, departed this life Wednesday
pight, Aug. 2, The funeral was from
the resldence Salurday. Burial at
Mount Greemwood.
| Mr. McKinney, 6039 Loomis street,
has suffered another attack of paraly-
sis and is in a serious comdition.
The Barbecue given by the Presby-
terian church was a grand success.

Mr. Lioyd Smith has been appolnted
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“The Broad Ax" New York repre
sentative attended the services at St
Mark's Church Sunday evening, and
was deeply impressed, even thrilled

with the excellent recital of Rev. W.
H. Brooks, pastor of St. Mark's In W.
53rd street, which was a stand, and
a plea, yea, a demand for justice (nol
revenge) to the colored Americans
who, as victims of the recent race
riots (a deplorable and an Inexcusable
copdition to arise in this, the firs:x
city of the Western Hemisphere) and
a curse to our civilization. Dr. Brooks
can not receive too must support in
this effort to have justice meted aut to

our people here, many of who, though
innocent of even a thought of doing
harm, have beem taken from their
peaceful labors (in the heat of these
devilish and fiendish timults) and torn
to pieces, shot, kicked and even
clubbed to death, by vicious Irish
Hounds and (not [rish gentlemen) are
never given a fair show before the
corrupt judges and grafting lawyers
and deceitful two-faced cowards
{(adorned im the majestic blue uni-
forms of the law's service) who are
nothing more than confidants of graft-
ing hypocrites, under whom they
serve, The whole police organization
of New York mneeds a cleaning out
and real men who have the interests
of all the citizens (regardless of colm
or religion) at heart, should be sub
stituted for those we now stand for,
and who have brought such a staln on
our fair city's name, and who bhave
rulped many innocent men for life,
physically. The head of the police
department, Mr. McAdoo, has prom-
fsed Rev. Brooks to take hold of the
matter and correct and punish all who
were found guilty of starting or tak-
ing part in the recent local troubles.
Rev. Brooks is to be congratulated

Negro (who happems to be missing)
is said to bave confessed his guilt
before he left. (?)

A report from Elizabeth, N. J., says
a reward has been ralsed from $300.00
to $50000 for the eapture of Chas.
Long, a colored man, who it is said,
murdered Mathew Cunningham, of
Trenton, N. J. Chas. King told the
authorities he saw a Negro disappear
into a2 Dismal Swamp, between So.
Plainfield and Rahway. Perhaps Long
believes in that late yet timely ejac-
ulation: *“"Taint ne disgrace to rum,”
etc.

Our popuiar and abie young physi-
cian, Dr. Gustavus Henderson, M. D.
paid the New York editor of The
Broad Ax a very pleasant ecall He
is established In an elegant suite of
offices at 202 E. 99th St, Manhattan,
and can always be found to comsult
or treatl patients from 8 to 10 a m.,
and 2 to 4 and 6. to § p. m. In the
several vears the Doctor has been
practicing he. reports a steady In-
ecrease In his patients at the same
time having effected cures iIn many
seemingly hopeless cases. Dr. Hen-
derson reads this journal.

Messrs. C. King and J. Young, the
wall known tonsorial artists are now
proprietors of the halr cutting parlors
formerly owned by Mr. L. L. Wil
liams. There are four first-class as
tendants ready to serve you with their
skilled art from 7 a. m. until 8 p. m.
A pleasant and experienced lady man-
lecure artist always is in attendance.
There Is also an electric face and body
massage department with a clever
masseur to render you almost new af-

“ler a siege of business ecare, ete. And

The Broad Ax Is always on sale at
“King and Youngs,” 107 W. 32nd St
Manhattan. It can also be had at J.
Jones, barber shop, at 109 W. 3ist
St; also at the N. Y. office of Fne

upon progressing so far in this local| Broad Ax, 57 W. 134th St, Harlem.

fight for justice and manhood’s rights. | Five cents per copy.

Secure sample

It is to be hoped that Dr. Johnson, col | copy free, by personal or written ap-
lector Anderson, Rev. Hutchens, C.|plication, addressed to Mr. C. B.

Bishop and our countless other prom-
inent and public men will rally to the
call of Dr. Brocks until he secures the

majority of the race’s support, in the;

vital cause, which Is the cause ol
humsanity, and without the disguise
though of less proportion is the real
cause ol the persecuted Hebrews In
demoralized Russia today. “He who
would be free” or free his fellowmen,
should be the first to strike thé blow.

We never can secure our genuine
manhood's rights until we lay aside
our petty prejudices, orgamize as a
manly unit, and demand justice, and
a square deal.

The National Negro Business Men's
League convenes In this city August
16, 17 and 18, and may extend the
convention a few days longer. It Is

|

Cooke.

Rev. 8. Timothy Tice, presiding el-
der of the A M. E Church, N. Y.
(Dist. of G. N. Y.) has appointed
Rev. P. E. Batson, to assume the du-
ties of pastor of Bishop's Chapel in
134th St, Harlem. Rev. Batson suc
ceeds J. C. Ayler, the former paster.

Cards have reached us announcing
the Eleventh Annual “Summer Nights

£
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