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Tho Christian "Era- - '

ThA Christian era which we now
was fixed by Dkmyslus (surnamed The
little), a Roman abbot and one of the
most learned men of the sixth century.
Its epoch, or commencement; Is the
first day of January, on the fourth
jcar of the one hundred and ninety-fourt- h a

olympiad, the seven hundred
ind fifty-thir- d from the foundation, of
Borne and four thousand seven hun-
dred and fourteenth of the Julian per-

iod. It Is usually supposed to begin
with the birth of Christ, but there are
various opinions wits regard to the
year In which that event took place.
The system accepted by the Christian
world is that of Usher, which makes
the date of the birth of Christ four
years before the. Christian era. The
time for the Christian era was introd-

uced In Italy In the sixth century
and began to be used In Gaul in the
eighth century, though it was not gen-

erally followed In that country until a
century later. From extant charters it
Is known to have been in use in Eng-fen- d

before the close of the eighth cent-

ury. Before its adoption the usual
coarse In Latin countries was to dist-

inguish the years by their number in
the cycle of lndiction, or tax levying
era. Philadelphia Press.

A Pleasant Tims.
It was Thursday nfternoon, and the

housemaids were in great evidence on
cae of the trolley cars; Presently-on- e

of them came In and took Jier seat and
at once discovered an acquaintance sitt-

ing opposite her. Leaning across the
aisle, she said:

"Hello. Annie! Where you lirta
nowr

"Oh, I'm workhs away out in the
jabtfbs now." J

"Ain't it turrible lonesome out there?
"No, not a bit - Yon see, the house is

03 a corner, and there is a church on
the next corner and a fire engine bouse
ca the opposite corner and-- a police
station on the other corner. Yesterday
there was a funeral in the church, and
the fire engine was called out three
tunes, and two men was run into the
station, all la one day. Then the con-al- e

I lives with don't git along very
So, take it altogether, there's

plenty doln' all the tiros, an I never
dt a bit lonesome." Kew York Trib-
une.

Force of HaMt
"Funny tlc? happen, even on street

cars," stated old Dad BIng. "Tuther
day I got on one that was entirely
empty, and at the next corner it stop-
ped and let another gent on. He was
a middle aged person with a faraway
look in his eye, and instead of taking
his choice of seats he grabbed a strap
and hong there, swaying and. flapping
Ute a fresh caught fish.
"1 dont aim to be inquisitive, poi-&-

says L "but if Itfs a fair qaettton
Why don't von set down?

"Why why, says be, 1 could 6
that, couldn't I? But, no, alasl It is
too late to change the habits of a lifet-

ime. I never saw an 60917 Mat be-for- er

"So saying, ha dung aad-swun-g clear
downtown, and I went along Just to
look at him." Kansas City Star.

Hazel Twins.
Hazel twigs long have been used as

Instruments with which to discover
crater under ground. The twig bas at
various times been credited with many
marvelous powers. Notonly could It
discover water, but concealed lodes of
metal, especially silver, were betrayed
by the hazel, which according to tra-
dition, was guided by the pixies who
Boarded the treasures of the earth. In
France the divining rod of hazel was
osed la the pursuit of criminals. w"hlle
lo many of the methods of"lnvestlgat-bi- g

the future the burning of hazel-nu-ts

played a part

A Magnetic Island.
The Island of Bornholm, In the Bal-

tic sea, may be regarded as a hags
fcwgnet Although the power of att-

raction is not so great as to draw
Bails and bolts out of approaching

tops, the magnetism works a good
4eal of damage In that it deflects the
needle of the compass5' so that it ca-fc- ot

be depended upon' .The'ct
Perceptible ata distance efcJe
balf miles.
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" Sleep and Poetry.
An exchange recommends the read-

ing of a fine, soul feit poem before re-
tiring for the night's rest It tends
to compose the soul nnd pnt it in har-
mony with the truth and goodness of
things. A novel will not do that, nor

newspaper, nor anything that sets
the mind in a flutter. Beading a poem

one of the good old kind that gets
Into the heart and has. a nice time
there Is like floating down a quiet
stream, post the fragrance of flowers
and the songs of the birds. Never had
that experience, eh? How very shift-
less, indeed.

Did you ever try reading Snow-

bound" on an evening when the snow
was piling up the "silence deep and
whiter Well, try it. Whlttier will
give one something for any evening.
Tennyson's -- Idyls" are a little more
urgent, but they are as tranquUlzIng
as a gentle arm around you. Words-
worth is great, but takes too much
thought; Browning, too, and Lowell,
but Longfellow not so much. Bat as
easy as sg Is the humorous .kind,
like Biley. But there are hundreds of
poems floating about as sweet as a
bush of roses. Take them in and read
them before going to bed. A good one
will last a week. Like a song, they
improve with age. Columbus Journal

Just Pleasantness.
Perhaps just pleasantness has not a

very beroic sound, but the human
heart that knowing Its own bitterness,
can yet carry itself cheerfully Is not
without heroism. Indeed. If that hu-,m- an

heart does no more than hold
'ifn Mnmo about its own aches and
pains It has a certain moral value that
il. i nnn nffnrrl tn lou Plftfl3--
U1B HUUU i4iliWk -

antness" does not sound as well as
self sacrifice or wisdom, or spiritual-

ity, but it may include all these great
words. And certainly just to start
one's husband out to his work cheer--il-y,

to make the hobbledehoy of a son

feel a gentler and sweeter Bentiment
toward women because of his own

mother's sound, sweet gayety and
strength, to help one's servants to put
good humor and friendliness Into their
services these things make for right-

eousness In the world. Margaret De-lan-d.

The Panama Canal.
The Panama canal was suggested

for the Isthmus of Panama as early

inn jm. inml Knnvedra. but for
.SUS AfcAW evy 0""

a. long time all such suggestions met
with determined opposition uvui
Spain, which made it a capital offense

to seek or make" known any Improve-men-t

on the existing route from Porto
Bello to Panama. More recently

Tt- - v.nnioiin when a orisoner at
TTnrr. unont moch time considering

the practicability of such a eme.

t.. T. nnt however, nntll the Can--
nu0 -

fornia gold rush of 1S49 that any ac- 1

- lmnirlMlPA Of IM lOPOgrauuitaJ

conditions was obtained, and even then
thirty more years elspsed before the
actual site was chosen by an inter-

national body and the work begun.

Origin of the Organ.

The date of the Invention of the or-

gan is unknown. It Is said to have

been during the third century Pvioas
to the Christian era, and from that
period to A. fe. C70 the invention has

been ascribed to tstIous parties. At

the latter date organs were said to

have been introduced Into Bone of the
. .fari Tlirporje. ToiSenureses 01 "- -

Js ntconsldered
Sstwortny. and it is not certain they

church servicenttl 755.
e used In

when one was sent ar a present by

the Greek emperor, to
gJgPepln of France, who placed itX Cburch of St Corneffleat Cj-Secn-

e.

were invented
gjctoseoftte eleventh century and

pedals in the fosrteeatk.
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John 'Bull.
John Bnn n nnnnlai- - amltKa ar

am Kngltohmnn, as a persoalflcatloa it
wuar, is supposed to be the Engl
type, is derived from a prose political
satire by Dc John Arbuthnot wbe
used the name In his "History of Joha
Bun (1712, reprinted complete la isTope's Miscellanies" In 1728). The
subject of that history is the "Spaals
succession daring the reigns of Qseen
Anne and Louis XTV." Queen Abbs Is
"Mrs-Bun-

?'

"John Bull's mother is thechsxeh
of England, and "John Ball's slater
Peg" Is the Scotch nation, represented
as. in lore with Jack (Calvin). The de-

scription of Bull Is so close to the
familiar figure In the pages of Punch
that a sentence or two may be quoted:
--ituu in tne main was an noneat as
plain dealing fellow, choleric, bold and
of a Terr Inconsistent temper. He
dreaded not old Lewis (Louis XIV.),
either" at haet jrword. slrtrln falehkm Inor cudgel play, but then he was reiy
apt to quarrel with his best mesas, bitespecially if they pretended to' govern
him. If you nattered him you mlfht
lead him as a child.''

LHerary Controversies.
Famous controversies over the au-

thorship of poems include the follow-
ing: " at

"Laugh and the World Laughs With
You," claimed by four or five different a
authors, is now credited to Ella
Wheeler Wilcox. Her chief opponent
was John A. Joyce.

"Bock Me to Sleep" was claimed by
two different authors.

John J. Ingnlls, the great Kansas
statesman and writer, had his author-
ship of Opportunity" disputed many
times.

Walt Whitman and Mary Mapes
Dodge had a stirring dispute about a
little poem, The Two Mysteries."

The authorship of Shakespeare's
plays has been ascribed to Francis Ba-
con (LarA Verulam). Christopher Mar
lowe, Sir Walter Raleigh and other con
temporaries. St Louis Bepubuc.

Popular Poverty.
Katie, aged seven, was the only child

of Mr. and Mrs. Jones. One day, when'
the new ml"'gCT called, Katie, upon
her own invitation, went Into the par-

lor to entertain Tn nntll her mother
iTTnt down stairs. As she approached

the parlor door, Mrs. Jones heard the
minister ask Katie how many children
her mother had, and was very much
surprised to hear her little daughter
reply "six."

Her mother wisely made no comment
upon the startling reply of the child,
but sent her out to play, and when the
minister's visit was over she asked
Katie why she had told him that ber
mother had six children, and was more
dumfounded than ever when Katie
said, "Because, I did not want the

j . .Hm... Imnw thflf Ton

were so poor that you didn't have bat
one child." National Monthly.

An Efficiency Recipe.
Be earnest, but be calm, no matter

what happens. A man may learn to
treble his day's work by systematically
shutting out all feeling during offlce

hours. What fatigues, and annoys as
is not our work, but the mental fric-

tion, nervous strain, muscular tension,
emotional wear and tear which we al-

low to accompany our work. A real
man is always a machine while on the
Job, never a machine at any other time.
Bedpe for efficiency: Be a plodder by
day and a poet by night Do your

riTmng, your dreaming, your resolv-

ing, when silence and solitude open the
ralnd for great thoughts and purposes;

then appear to the world Just as an or-

dinary business man. with nothing
unique about you to rouse the nelgb-bor- s'

suspicions. New York Independ
ent

The Dramatic In Life.
The undying Interest which is taken

In the theater Is explained by the very
profound line with which Shakespeare
began a very silly speech. "All the
world's a stage." People, as a rule,
tflVft no interest in anything that Is not
dramatically or, as in the case of poli-

tics, melodramatically formulated. Any
creed to be popular must be dramatic-

ally stated. Therefore the gospels are
preferred to the epistles. Aesop's fables
ere remembered because they are the
truth about things stated aramaucauy

morally.-Geo- rge Bernard Shaw.

Sense of Humor.
A sense of humor preserves all who

have it from extremes. It warns away
from the confines of the petty and
ridiculous and produces very often the
game tolerant effects as magnanimity,
nrreallng through laughter that reason-

able line of thought which was ob-

scured by logic

The Test
"Do you really believe college edu-

cation helps a young man In business
ItfnV

--I know It does. At college my boy

was the champion sprinter of his class

and now he has a jot) as a oamt n-ne- r.'

Baltimore American.

A Hero.
Muggins That little shrimp doesat

look like a hero, docs he? Buggtes-- 1

Great Scott no! What has" be ejer
done? Muggins-H- ea been msrrJM

sixtunes. Philadelphia Becord,

r.rct nf the Earth.
An.. ,.lim, nf tbf! TOCkT CTBt Of tke

sartn, estimated as ten miles &?'eluding the mean 4?above the sea. is 1,633.000,000 cW
saHes.

The Turks have a provo wWch "?

thstthe devfl tempts an otherssesyVs

tlt Idle men terapt the devH.-rCaW- f

Coltoa.
"

LBeJy" and "Lonesome. """
Here's the distinction between the

words lonely and lonesome, although
often they are used In the same sense.
"Lonely" means to be deprived of hu-
man society-- and companionship, while
"lonesome" Is the dejection and sad-
ness due from lack of society. The one

a state of being, the other a state of
mind.

To be lonely is entirely physical,
while lonesome Is exclusively mental
and may be the result of actual lone-
liness or may merely be an Imaginary
lonesomeness caused by mental depres-
sion.

The difference between the words Is
better Illustrated In the following: A
man Is stttln? In the llhrarv of hi

Lhome, both lonely and lonesome. The
telephone rings. Friends invite him to
Join a merry party then in progress n
few miles away. In order to reach this
party be must mount his horse and
traverse a lonely and dangerous road.

this journey be Is lonely, for the
road is lonely, but he Is not the least

lonesome, for his thoughts are pleas-
ant In anticipation of the enjoyable
evening he is about to spend with gay
comrades. St Louis Post-Dispatc- h.

Lincoln and the Preachers.
I talked once with an old man who

heard the Lincoln and Douglas debate
Bloomington, BL, who said. "I re-

member Lincoln quoted Scripture like
preacher." Browne, one of his biog-

raphers, wrote: "He made frequent
use of Bible language and of illustra-
tions drawn from Holy Writ It Is said
that when he was preparing his Spring-
field speech of 185S he spent hours try-
ing to find language to express the cen-
tral Idea. Finally a Bible passage
flashed through bis mind, and be ex-

claimed, A house divided against itself
cannot stand!'" fMark 111. 25. In his
second Inaugural be quoted twice from
Matthew and once from the Psalms.
It would seem that in every crisis of
bis life he sought Bible Inspiration and
divine guidance. While he was run-
ning for congress he declared his re-
ligious

!

attitude when, pulling a small
Bible from his pocket he said to a min-
isterial friend, "If I read this book
aright every preacher ought to be with
me In this contest" Christian Herald.

Squeaky Shoes.
The "squeak" In shoes Is caused by

the Inside nnd outside soles rubbing to-

gether In walking. To overcome this
disagreeable trouble make an opening
at the edge of the Inside of the shank
of the shoe and work a screwdriver
between the soles to the tips, thereby
loosening the inner and outer soles.
Then work In a little French chalk,
Boapstone or talcum powder through
the opening. By bending the soles
back and forth or slightly tapping the
edges the powder will work itself be
tween them.. The opening can then be
closed with one or two tacks, and the
squeaking will be permanently stop-
ped. Such an emergency repair is very
much better than the soaking ana ou-In- ir

freauentlv resorted to and yet does
no barm to the shoes provided the Job
Is done by a competent shoe repairer.
Technical World.

Where Leaders Stand,
There Is one Asiatic Idea as to the

right place of the commander In war-

fare which Is altogether different from
the frigid scientific Japanese principle.
Sir Francis Younghusband has told us
that when the British expedition to

first met the armed host of the
Tibetans and a fight was provoked,
with consequences disastrous to the
primitive warriors, the lamas protested
against the wickedness of the British
attack. The Tibetans, they Insisted,
had never meant resistance, and for
proof they pointed to the presence of
ho loartora with the troops. If. they

said, any fighting had been Intended
all those in authority would of course
have moved a day's march to the rear!

Manchester Guardian.

Why He Was Cut Off.

"I thought you were a friend of bis?"
"I used to be."
"And now?"
--I had to give him up In self de-

fense.'
Why?"

To every life insurance and book
agent that asked him If he had any
friends who might be Interested In

their propositions be Insisted on giving
my name." Detroit Free Press.

Easily Arranged.
"BTow did you come to get married?"

asked a man of a very homely friend.
"Well, you see. be replied, "after

I'd vainly tried to win several girls

thst I wanted I finally turned my at-

tention to one that wanted me, and
then it didn't take long to arrange
matters.' London Strand Magarine.

Thought He Was Smart.
"Oh, dear." groaned the young wife,

"I .don't know what to use to raise my

bread; I've tried everything."
"Avderrick and a couple or jacx--n

nnht to do it" thought her
husband, but he didn't say it aloudV

Boston Transcript

No FooL
He's hot headed, but he's no fooL"
"What do you mean?"
"He knows enough not to lose bis

temper in the presence of a man be
can't Bck. Detroit Free Press,
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Silent Tragedies.
It Is only the life of violence, the life

of bygone days that Is perceived by
nearly all our tragic writers, and truly
one may say that anachronism domi-

nates the stage, and that dramatic art
date back as many years as the art of
BcnU'ture. To the tragic author it Is

only the violence of the anecdote that
appeals. And he Imagines, forsooth,

that we shall delight In witnessing the
very same nets that brought Joy to

the hearts of barbarians, with whom
murder, outrage and treachery were
matters of dally occurrence, where-

as it is far away from bloodshed, bat-'tlecr- y

and sword thrust that the lives
of most of us flow on, end men's tears
are silent today, and invislbia and al-

most spIrituaL Maeterlinck.
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