Aldermen Schwartz, Chairman; Ho-
g, Bowler, Toman, Franz, Wallace,
Shafier, Guernsey, Byrne, L. B. An-
derson, Lynch; Samuel Insoll, repre-
weting the Chicago Elevated Rail-
wys; Britton 1. Budd, President, Chi-
ar» Elevated Railways; Gothard
ps* 'herg, Assistant Corporation
(omnsel and forme:r Speaker of the
House, 520d General Ass:mbly; Major
Kelker, Engineer, Department of Pub-
b Service; Mr. Burgee of the Chicago
Sgrface Limes; Mr. Hornstein, As-
sstant Corporation Counsel; Mr.
Flamigan, Defartment of Public Ser-
yice; Alderman Powers; Mr. Mock,
Engineer, Chicago Elevated Railways;
Mr. Tousey, Board of Supervising En-
gineers; C. V. Weston, Chicago Sur-

face Lines; Frederick Deiser, Secre- |

ary, Natioral Suspended Monorail
Company: Commodore Ferdinand
Peck, “Chicago Builder™;
Lewis, Private Secretary to Commo-
dore Peck.

After presentation of the position
of the Elevated Lines, by Mr. Insull,
in which he advocated the extension
of the present elevated system and
expansion of the surface lines for tem-
porary relief and the adoption of a
system of subways as a solution of
the transportation problems of the

" "Gity, Commodore” Peck “wal ntro- |
deced by Alderman Schwartz! The
Alderman said:

“Commodore Peck is with us. He is
the oldest mative born citizen of Chi-
ago, with the possible exception of
one; the Commodore built the Audi-
torium, the Exposition of 93, and has
contributed to many other great civic
achievements in the city of Chicago.
Now, he is interested in transporta-
tion, and the Committee has asked
him to present some suggestions 1o
us, which we are glad to hear.

Commodore Ferdinand Peck: Mr.
Chairman and gentlemen of the com-
mitice, | am here by the courtesy of
your chairman. If there is no pro-
kbition law that prevents a man
from standing up, I shall stand up.

The Chairman: It depends on what
be has got in his hip pocket, Com-
modore,

(Langhter.)

Commodore Peck: 1 have none just

I have been in New York as much
a5 | have been here during that pe-
f_iotl I have ridden on thosc surface

bore ; a - 2
e T e e« %o say|tion? What of the fine girls in Mar-
will be in a few words. Yes, gentle- | shall Ficld's store? iyinke_af o

olis. | am catitied to no great credit
for that Trué, indeed, I am proud
of it, but my mother and father had
more to do with it than I had
(Laughter) -

I have seen. Chicago grow from
tm»w*wh:

Morns |

on this all-important subject of trans-
portation in my native city.

The Chicago Tribune claims to be
the greatest newspaper in the world,
I think it is the greatest in this coun-
try west of the Allegheny Mountains.
But, gentlemen, remember that New
York is east of the Allegheny Moun-
tains, and when they say in their
headline every day, “The World's
greatest newspaper,” they forget New
York and that the New York Times
and some other papers exist.

Now, at the top of every Tribune
editorial page you will read these
lines in fine print: “Let us have the
subway now.”

Well, now I am a “now™ man. |
rarely do.on Tuesday what I can do
on Monday. The exposition was
built in four years; it should have
taken ten. The Auditorium was built
in three years; it should have taken
eight years, and 1 am mainly respon-
sible for both achievements; there-
fore, I am a “now” man, and most
desirous that Chicago should no
longer delay the solution of the 'great
problem of transportation. [ do not
think that the gentlemen who repre-
sent that great newspaper have mas-
tered the subway problem, or what it
| means, 1do not think that one-tenth
of the people of the city of Chicago
comprehend the subject. T have made
a study of i, and 1 think I understand
what it means It means an indefinite
delay in solving our greatest need in
our city, dack of transportation, for
a period of ten or twelve or fifteen
years, to construct anything that is
adequate in the way of a subway to
lessen the congestion in our city.

Now, gentiemen of the committee,
in my judgment it will cost not less

B

Hale Thompson
way, Advocates Monor
tion at Meeting of Local
tee at The City Hall Last Tuesday Morning.
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minuetes. How will [ get there?”
They said, “Right around the comner
15 the subway." 1 went, gentlemen,
with all my prejudice against it. 1
got on the train after waiting, dis-
tracted as the roaring trains rushed,
which made me nearly crazy, in that
gloomy, dark, noisy tsnnel Gentle-
men, remember that trains in a tun-
nel that has a roof are not trains on
the surface, or trains on the elevated.
It is the difference between peace and

than ome hundred and fifty million

subway that will relieve the situation.

Now, twelve to fifteen years time,
and from one hundred and fifty to two
hundred million dollars is a very seri-
ous proposition. Then, gentlemen, re-
member, if you please, that there are
physical difficulties. In New York,
the subway was hewn through solid
rock. blasted, and they knew what
they had before them, while in Chi-
cago, this mud and morass, out of
which this great and magnificent city
has risen, is an indefinite proposition.
We do not know what we are going
1o strike, and | say to you, gentlemen,
for God's sake dom't venture oeed-
lessly into dangerous fields—iools
rush in where anigels fear to tréad.

If there is any substitute for this
subway which everybody is talking
about, as well as the Chicago Tribune,
et us have that substitute before we
plunge into the ills we know not of
and blindly grope our way through
an unkmown forest the limits of
which are so indefinite.

Gentlemen, 1 am an enemy, a bit-
ter enemy, of the subway. )

Now.lm.ohlto'iﬂ:youalm

ers of Carson, Piric, Scott & Com-
y's store, the Boston Store, and
Fair, and; yes, Rothschild's, the

and in

mwwm‘MI
voices exhausted, think of them
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dollars, and perhaps more than two |
hundred million doflars, to produce a |

hell. One is heaven compared to the
other. Well, when | got to Wall
i street I met a friend on the car and
I conversed with him all the way
|dowu. as | had important business
{with him. When 1 reached Wall
street 1 couldn't speak out loud and
[ 1 said, “For God's sake, where is the
| nearest insane asylum. Gentlemen,
| that i§ one experience with the sub-
[my.
{ 1 doubt whether the Tribune writers
have ever ridden on the subway in
New York. (Laughter.)

Ald. Bowler: 1 cannot help but
}lools as Oscar Hewitt
| The Chgirman: You speech will be
| accurately reported, Commodore.
Commodore Peck: Well, gentle-
men, | call things by their right
|mames. | didn't say “The Chicago
| newspapers.” 1 said “The Chicago
Tribune.” [ wish they would criti-
cize what 1 have said, or will say. If
they do, I will answer them. (Laugh-

ter). Is the Tribune represented
here?

Ald Wallace: Oh, ves, Oscar Hew-
itt is here

|  The Chairman: Will the represen-
| tative of The Tribune stand up so
that he may be seen by the Commo-
dore? (Laughter.)

Commodore Peck (addressing Mr.
Hewitt): Please do not omit what
1 have said before this Transporta-
tion Committee on this subject of the

way. They said, “Give us the subway
now.” Yes, the thoughtlcss people
say, “Well, why don't we have ™

. The Chairman: Well, there is one
thing, The Tribunc won't forget any-
way, Commodore, and that is that you
it is the greatest m:?lpcr west

I

Now, gentlemen the committee,

Biind réli for thia conges-

ton.

don't you gentlemen. who

“ -‘hll

Savs, £ ..':
citi-
one

subway. The people do not under-|.
stand the serious features of the sub- ||

fhoasand, almost“dduble our poputa-
tion, and growing more rapidly than
we ourselves realize, which makes the
subway there an essential evil

And, gentlemen of the committee,
it is our rapid growth which causes
the increases in taxes every year, |
am a large taxpayer, but I never kick
about it, because [ realize that it is
| owing to the growth of the city, and
I know that the taxes must be larger,
much larger every year. That is by
| reason of the growth of the city itself
and it does not mean mismanagement,
extravagance or mal-administration.
and it is not by reason of the admin-
istration of our city, which is a splen-
did one, in my opinion, including the
Mayor, who is the greatest and most
constructive Mayor, in my judgment,
that the city of Chicago has had in
sixty long years, and I have been per-
sonally intimate with every one of
them.

I am willing to be guoted in making
|that statement. (Laughter.)

Ald. Bowler: You are all right.

Ald. Guernsey: You will have to
answer the Tribune in the Republican.

Commodore Peck: There is not
enough room for that, but I take my
hat off to the Republican, as well as
I do the Mayor.

Ald. Guernsay: You can see it right
up there.

Commodore Péck: It is a patriotic
paper.

Ald. Guernsey: You can see it right
up there. (Indicating.)

Commodore Peck: Yes, 1 see it
It is the Republican's representative
here. (Laughter.)

Ald. Guernsey: Yes, in great num-
bers. hd
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That would build only a|
mile or_two. It will cost two million |
dollars a mile at least o build the
subway, and eighty miles would be
| one hundred and sixty million dollars.

Ald. Guernsey: Well, we don't care |
for a few million here.

Commodore Peck: No. (Laughter.) |

Now, the monorail can be built, one
hundred miles of it, a complete sys- |
tem, for thirty million dollars, and |
that can be done in two and one half |
years, as against one hundred and
fifty million dollars more or less, in |
twelve or fifteen years, and with an |
uncertain outcome in case of the sub-
way. !

Gentlemen of the committee, | have
come here today to plead for my fel-
low citizens of this great common- |
| wealth of the city of Chicago and |
to beg of you to spend, out of the
City Treasury, out of that fund, the
insignificant .sum of a million and a
half or two million dollars to build a
test line of say six miles, which can
be done, gentlemen of the committee,
in eight months, and if you do not
authorize or recommend that to be
done, why, it is criminal, and you are
not properly representing the great
trust for the people of the city of
Chicago that has been placed upon
your shoulders. Gentiemen, you owe
it to the people of the city of Chi-
cago to try it -

The German system has been in
use, and has been very thoroughly
approved by every one that ever rode
on it for the last thirty years. | have
seen and talked with many of those
who have ridden on it, and they have
never had one single accident, or in-
jured a passenger in thirty long years,
and they rode at the rate of seventy
miles an hour, and with perfect safe-
ty, and with perfect comfort, and al-
most noiseless. Almost noiseless.
Gentlemen, think of that, and con-
sider the nerves of the people of Chi-
cago and have respect for them, We
don't want to fill cur insane asylums
with these splendid girls 1 have spok- |
en of, and our citizens of this great
and magnificent city by transporting
them in that underground, passage-
way hole, in that chaotic bedlam of
noise that fills that awful tunnel
Now gentlemen, | have investigated

| staple

{ the so-called “wild might lfe™

/. Peck Lauds Mayor
Condemns Proposed Sub-

System.of Transporta-
Transportation Commit-

ers Present at Meeting.

|TOURISTS IN “GAY PARIS” (FRANCE)

—BIRD’S-EYE VIEW OF THAT AR-
TISTIC AND ENCHANTING CITY

By BEATRICE

PART

Our drama 1z broader in aim and |
represents more phas<es of our own |

life. On the mere business side of

the theater we are better organized
= |
if

somew hat mechanicalized,
though that i« not fundamentally im- |

more

portant. The average of our “mise |

in certain lines more varied as to|

| types, though not always played with |

such an admirable ensemble

Yer theater-going in Paris is stim-

The most important and interesting
theater from the American wvisitor's
point of view is the Grand Opera,

ballets are produced in magnificent
The higher-priced tickets ad-
mit the holder to the grand staircase,
foyer, and reception rooms. It is us-
nal and customary to promenade the
building during the entr’actes in all
the principal theatres: and at the Op-
cra, this is especially desirable as the
decorations form one of the principal
attractions.

The intervals between acts are
much longer in Paris than is usual in
America, but this is one of the fea-
tures, which is appreciated by the
French plav-goer, a< he has a par-
tiality for promenading the theater,
conversing with his friends, and tak-
ing refreshments by way of diversion,

There s another cssentially French
entertainment producing comedy in
its hroadest sense, interspersed with
outrageous farce. Luodicrous “situa-
tion<" not always within the limits of
American notions of propricty, form a
feature, At the Follics Ber-
gere and Casino de Paris, there is a
revae which lasts all the evening.
The winter garden forms a popular
promenade between the performances.

Smoking is allowed in all parts of
the building Women in France are
not adicted to smoking, as they are in
England.

There are, also, a number of places
of amusement, known as cafe con-
certs, where promimence is given to
facilities for drinking and refreshment
during the performance. The Ambas-
sadeurs on Champs Elysees is the
most popular, being essentially Paris-
ian in the quality of its entertainment,
the audience irequently joining in the
chorus of any wellknown popular
melody.

The Nouveau Cirque is an eques-
trian entertainment, and s decidedly
the best cirers in Paris  The per-
formance is of the nature one would
at a circus, 30 far as the first portion
is concerned. A novel feature pecu-
liar to Nouveau Cirque is the intro-
duction of “Aquatic burlesque.” Dur-
ing the interval, the floor of the arena
is lowered, forming a basin or pond
in which a number of the perform-
ers are constantly making a fall or
plunge, in _unsuitable attire at unex-
pecicd moments.

An interesting aspect of Paris is
The
Paris might life is enough to upset

E. LEE, Ph. B.

FIVE

anyone. A great many moralists cen-
sure American tourists for risking
their health, reputation, and lives for
new sensations. In defense of the sit-
uation as it is one can say “Paris is
Paris,” and why should anvone ex-
pect the American women to fail to
participate in the Parisian life. no

|en scene™ is higher and our acting | Matier what it is. It depends on the

stamina of the women whether they
suffer from it.

When the American woman comes
to Paris, she checks prudery at the
port, according to moralists, and in-

§ | ulating: there is a charm about it ; tends to enjoy whatever the town has
lwh:ch is undemable.

(to offer. It offers amusements and
joys such as are unknown in New
York —the world’s best champagne,
the sofest music, the brightest Hghts,

'_ L 1550\ i it . . :
e, ! f C , INiiere it snian il esaiansd and the finest imaginable petfumes
or Chicago |

- | style.

| Tt is true that some young gitls get
excited. In thizs case, their pafents
shotld take care of them, and returs
them to their homes. But 8o éne can
change Paris.

The most shocking thing is the pat-
ronizing of flashy restaurants by unes-
corted Freach women. This gives
strange men an opportumity to accost
thdm. In many restaurants, one sees
a beautiful and refined American girl
sit down and quickly thereaftes per-
mit a total stranger to make her ae-
quaintance. In the UL §. A, “No”
A drink, a dance, andther .hottle of
wine: a suggestion that more fun can
be had clsewhere and the pair go
away to other and gayer restaurants
and worse. The champagne palaces
could not exist, if it were not for
American patronage.

The majority of toutists attend
only the summer shows in Paris.
These are terrible, but so are the win-
ter shows patromized solely by
French people. All tourists visit the
world-famed Follies Bergere, where
the performance is absolutely shock-
ing. The arrangement of the theater
proves that the omly object of the
revae is to stir the senses,

Tourists dance a great deal in the
Paris restaurants, where, of course,
| there is a luxury and an abandon that
shock sensitive people who think of
war-stricken France. Sometimes the
crowd is wild, with champagne flow-
ing, and women in the flmiest of gar-
ments.

Parisians say Paris, during the sum-
| mer months especially, is no longer
Paris. It belongs to the Americans,
{and to a class of Americans such as
was not seen here before the war
Because of the so-called “Presemt
Wave' of Immorality,” many of the
Americans who had lived in Paris, as
the art and cultural capital of the
world are leaving forever.

Bat Paris will still be Paris, with
its painted women and shocking might
life. Dancing goes on, and American
adventurers into the realm of gaiety,
and those catering thereto, are now
changing skating rinks and lce pal
aces into smart champagne dance
halis to entertain and amuse thé rich
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