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% M under the unreal and unjust system

which has been repealed, have heretufire
realized lurge profits, and many of them
amassed large fortunes, at the expense

of the many, who have been made trib!
utary to them, will have no reason to cotr
plain ifthey shall be required to heartheir!
Just proportion of the tases necedsary for
the support of the government. _ So far

from it, it will be perceived, by an exam
ination of the existing law, that discrimin
mtions in the, rates of duty imposed, within
the revenue principle have been retained
in their fovor,..

. The incidental aid against foreign com-
petition which they still enjoy, gives them
an advantage which no other pursoits
prasese ;. butof this none others will .eom.-
plain, because the duties levied are nec-
essary for revenue. These revenue du-
ties, including freights and charges, which
the importer must pay before be can come
in_competition with the home manafac.
turer in our markets, amount on nearly all
our leading branches of manufacture. to
more than one third the value of the im.
ported article, and in some cases 10 a'niust
half its value, With such advantages, it
is not doubted that our domestic manufac-
tares will continue to prosper, realizing
in weli conducted establishments even
greater profits than can be derived from
any other regular husiness. Indeed, so
far from requiring the protection.of even
jncidemal revenue Juties, our manufactur-
. @ra in several leading hianches are exten.

diag their busipess, giving evidence of

great ingevuity and skill, and of their abit-

ity to compete with increased prospect of

success, {or the open market of the world.
Domestie manufactures to the value of
several millions of dollars, which cannot
find a murket at home, are annually e -
ported to foreign countries. With such
rates of duty as those established by the
csisting law, the system will probably he
permanent ; and ecapitrlists, who have
made or shall hereafier make, their invest.
ments in manufactures, will know upon
what to rely.

The country will be satisfied with these
rates hecause the advantages which the
manuficiuiers still enjoy result necessari-
ly from the collection of revenue for the
support of government. High protective
duties, from their unjust operation upon
the masses of tha people, cannut fail to
give rise to excessive dissatisfuction and
complaint, & to constant efforts to change
or repeal thew, rendering all investments
in manufactures uncertain and precarious.
Lower and.more permanent rates of duty,
At the same time that they will yield to
the manufucturer fair and remuperating
profits, will secure him against the danger
of frequent changes in the system, which
cannot fuil to ruinously affect his interests,

Simultaneously with the relaxation of
the restrictive policy by the U, 8., Great
Britain, from whose example we derived
the system, bas relaxed her .  She has
muoditied her corn laws, and reduced many
other duties to moderate revenue rates.—

After ages of experience, the statesmen of

that country have heen constrained by a
stern necessity, and by a public opinion
having its deep foundation in the sufferings
and wants of impoverished millions, to
abandon a system the effect of which was
to build up immense fortunes in the hands<
of the few and to reduce the lahoring mil-
lions to pauperism and misery. Nearly in
the same ratio that labor was depressed,
capital was increased »nd concentrated by
the British protective policy.

The evils of the system in Great Brit-
nin were at length rendered intolerable &
it has been abandoned, hut not without a
severe struggle on the part of the protect.
ed and favored elaszes to retain the unjust
advantages which tley bave so long en-
joyed. It was to be expected that a simi-
lar struggle wonld be ma 'e by the same
classes in the U. S. whenever an attempt
was made to madity or aholish the same
unjust system here. The protective poli-
cy had heen in operation in the U. S. for
a mnuch shorter period, and its purnicions
effcts were not therefore so clearly per.
caived and felt. Enough, however, was
known of these effects to indnce its repeal.

Itwould be strange if in the face of the
example “of Great Britain, our principal
foreign customer, and of the evils of a sys
tem rendered manitest in that country by
long and painful experience, and in the
face of the immense advantames which,
under a more tiheral commereial policy
we are already deriving, and must contin-
ue to derive, by supplying her starviig
pp dation with food, the U. 8. should
restore a policy which she has been eom.-
pelled to abandon, and thus diminish her
ability to purchase from us the food and
other articles whizh she so much needs,
and we so mnch desire to sell.

By the simultaneous abandonment of the

rotective policy by Great Britain and the

« 8¢y new and important markets have
already’ been opened for our agricultura!
and other produects; commerce and navi

gation have received a new impalse; lahor

and trade have heen released from the ar-
‘lillqi-.l trammels which have so long fet.
tered them; and 10 a great extent reciproc.

ity, in the exchange of commodities, has

bren intreduced at the same time by the
pressure of circumstancesat home tonban-
don a policy which has been upheld for a
ges,and o open her markets for the im-

mense surplus of breadstuffs; and it iscon-

fidently helieved that other powers of Eu.

rope will ultimately see the wisdom, if
thay hemet eempelled by the piuperismn
Jﬂﬁqﬂ' their crowded pepulation,

to pursue a similar poliey. 7 P
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the immense surplas of food and
other articles which they are capable of
producing, even at the most reduced pri.
ces, for the manifest reason thut they ean.
nut be consumed in the country, The U.
States cah, from their immense surplus,
supply not ouly the home demand, but the
deliciencies of food required by the whole

That the reduced production of seme. of
the chiefarticles of fuod in Great Britain.
and ather paris of Europe, may have con.
tributed tu increase the demand for our
breadstuffs and provisions, is not doubted:;
but that the great & efficient cause of this
great demand, of increased prices, con-
=ists i1 the removal of artificial restrictions
heretofore impused, is deemed to he equal.
That our exports of fond, al-
ready increased and increasing beyond
former example, under the more liberal
policy which has been adopted, will be still
vastly enlarged, unless they be checked or
prevented hy a restoration of the protective
policy, cannot be doulted.
commercinl and navigating interests will
be enlarged in a corre-ponding ratio with
the increase of  trade, is equally certain:
while our inanufacturing interests will still
be the favored inrerests of the country, and
receive the incidental protection afforded
them hy revenue duties ; and more than
this they cannot justly demand.

In my annual message of December
last, a tarifl of revenue duties, hased upon
the principles of the existing law, was
recommended ; and [ bave seen no rea
son to change the opinions then express
In view of the prohable heneficial
results of that law, | recommend that the
policy established hy it be maintained. It
has but just commenced to operate ; and
fo abandon or madify it without giving ita
fair trial, would be inexpedient & anwise.
Should defects in any of its details be as.
certained by actual experience to exist,
these may be hereafter corrected ; but
until such defects shall hecomne manifest,
the act should be fairly tested,

It is snbmitted for your consideration
whether it may not he proper, as a war
measure, to impose revenue duties nn some
of the articles now emhraced in the free
Shounld it be deemed proper to im-
pose such duties with a view to raize rev.
enue to meet the expenses of the war with
Mexico, or to aveid to that extent the ere.
ation of a public debt, they may be re-
pealed when the emergency which gave
rise to them shull cease to exist, and con.
stitute no part of the permanént policy of
the country,

The act of the 6th of Angust last, “to
provide for the hetter organization of the
treasury, and for the eollection, safe keep-
ing, traasfer and dishursement of the pub-
lie revenue,”” has heen carried into exe-
cution as rapidly as the delay necessarily
arising out of the appointment of new offi-
cers, taking and approving theis honis, &
preparing and securing places forthe safe.
keeping of the public money, would per-
It is no* proposed to departin any
respect from the principles or policy on
which this great measure is founde:l,—
There are, howerer, defects inthe details
of the measure, developed by its practical
operation, which are fully set furth in the
Report of the Secretary of the Treasury,
to which the attention of Congress is in-
These defects would impair to
some extent the successful operation of the
law at all timmes, hut are especially em-
barrassing when the country is enguged
in a war, when the expenditures are
greatly increased, when loans are to be
effected, and the dishursements are to he
maude at points many hundred miles dis-
tant, in some cases, from any depasitory,
and a large portion of them ina foreign
country. The modifications suggested in
the Report ofthe Secretary oftheTreasury
are recommended to your favorable con
sideration.

In connection with this sulject 1 invite
your attention to the importance of estals.
lishing a branch mint of the U. S. at New
Two-thirds of the revenue derived
from customs being collected at that point,
the demand for specie to pay the duties
wil be large ; and a hranch miat, where
foreign coin and bullion cou'd be immedi
ately converted into American coin. wou'd
greatly fucilitate the transaction of the
pablic business, enlarge the cirenlation of
gold und silver, and be, at the same time,
a safe depository of the public money.

The importance of gradt=ting and re-
ducing the price of such of ‘the pnhlie
lands as have been long offered ‘in the
market, atwhe minimim rate authorized
by existing laws, and remain unsold, in-
d ces me aguinto recommend *he suhject
to your favorable consideration.
millions of acres have hopd ‘offered in the
market tor more than thirty years, and
larger quantities for more than ten or
tweuly years; and being of an inferior
quality, they must remmin unsaleable for
an indefinite period, unless” the prices at
which they may be purchased shall he
reduced. "o place a price upon them
above their real value, is not only to pre.
vent their sale, and thereby deprive the
easury of any income from that source,
bt is unjnst to the States in which

it retards their
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quantities of these lands were purchased,
which: wuuld etherwise bhave remained
unsold. :

~'The lands were disposed of at their real
value, and many persons of limited means
were enabled 1o purchase small tracts.
opon which they have senled with their
‘amilies. That simiiar results would be
pry duced Ly ‘the adeption of the gradua-
tion policy of the United States, in tll the
Siates in which they are the owners of
iarge bodies of lands which bave heen
lung in the market eannot be doubted. Tt
cannot be a sound prlicy to withhold large
quantities of the public lands from the use
and occupation of our citizens, by fixing
upon them prices which experience has
shown they will not command. On the
contrary, it is a wise policy to afford fa-
cilities to our vitizens to become the own.
ers. at low and maoderate rates, of free.
holde of their own, instead of heing ten

unts and dependents of others. Ifit be
apprehended that these lands if reduced
v price, would be secured in large quun-
tities by speculators and eapitalists, the
sales might be restricted, in limited quan-
tities, to actual settlers or persons purchas.
ing for cultivation.

In my last annual message T submitted
for consideration of Cungress the present
system of managing the mineral lands of
the U. S, and recommended that they
should be brought into market and sold,
upon such terms and under such restric.
tions as Congress might prescribe. By
the act of the 11th of July last, “the re-
served lead mines and contigious lands in
the States of Hllinois and Arkansas, and
Territories of Wisconsin and lowa,” were
suthorized to be sold. The act is enafined
in its aperation, to * lead mines and conti-
gious lands.”

A large portion of the public land con.
taining copper and other ores, is repre.
sented to be very valnable, and | recom.
mended that provision be made authorizing
the sale of these lunds, upon such terms &
conditions as their supposed value may, in
the judgment of Congress, be deemed ad
visable, having due regard to the intereats
of such f our citizens as may be located
upon them.

It will be important, during your pres-
ent session, to estahlish a territorial gov.
ernment, and to extend the jurisdiction and
laws of the United States over the Terri-
tory of Oregon. Our laws regulating
trade and intercourse with the Indian
tribes east of the Rocky Mountains shou d
he extended to the Pacitic Ocoan ; and
forthe purpose of executing them and
preserving friendly relations within our
limits, an additional number of Indian
agencies will be required, and should be
authorized hy law. ‘I'he establishment ot
custom-houses, and of post offices, and
post roads, and provision for the tramspor.
tation of the mail on such routes as the
public eonveaience will suggest, require
legislative authority. It will be proper.
also, to establish a surveyor general’s of:
fice in that Territory, and to make the
necessury provision for the surveying the
public lands and bringing them into mar-
ket. AS our citizens who now reside in
thatdistant region have been subjected to
many hardships, privations and sacritices
in their emigration, and by their improves
ments have enhanced the value of the
public lands in the neighborhood of their
setltlements, it is recommended that liber.
al grants be made to them of such portions
of these lands as they ‘may occupy, and
that similar grants or rights of pre.emp.
tion be made to all who may emigr te
thither within a limited period, to Le
prescribed hy law.

The report of the Secretary of War
coptains detiled information relative to
the several branches of the public serrice
connected with that depurtment. The
operations of the army huve heen of a
satisfactory and highly gratifying charac.
ter. :

I recommend to your early and favora
ble consideration the mea<ures proposed
by the Seeretary of War for speedily fill-
ing up the rark and file of the regular
army, for its greater efficiency i the fieid.
and for raising an additional furce to serve
during the war with Mexico.

Embarrassment is likely to arise for
want of legal provision anthorizing com
pensation to be made to the ageats em.
ployed in the several States and 'l errito-
ries to pay the revolutionary and other
pensioners the amounts allowed them by
law.” Your attention is invited to the
recommendations of the S “cretary of War
on this  subject. These agsents ‘incur
heavy responsibilitic s and perform impor.
tant duties, and no reason exisis why they

as to compensation, with other disbursing
officers. =N :
Our relations with the varions Indian
tribes continte to be of a pacific char.
acter. The unbappy dissension which
bave existed among the Cherokees for
may years past have heen bealed. Since
my last annual message. important trea.

the tribee, hy which the Indian ftitle to
large tracts of valuable land, within the
limits ofthe States and Territories, have
heen " éxtinguished, and arrangements
made fir removing them fo the “country
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has rendered it necessaiy to em-

vessels on her coast, the protection due to

oureommeree in - other quarters of the

world  has not been insufficient. No
means will be spared to give efficiency to

the naval service in the prosecutivn of

the war; and [ am happy to know that the
officers and men anviously dr sire to devote
themselves tu the service of their country
in any enterprise, however difficult ofex.
=cution, -

I recommend to your favorable consid-

eration the proposition to add 1o each of

our foreign squadrons an efficient sea
steamer. and as especially demanding at.
tention, the establishment at Pensacola of
the necessary means of repuiring and re-
litting the vessels of the navy employed
in the Gulf of Mexico.

There are other suggestions in the re.
port which deserve, und | doubt not will
receive your, consideration.

The progress and condition ofthe mail
service, for the past yenr, are fully pre.
sented in the report of the Postmaster
General.  The revenue for the year end.
ing on the thirtieth of June last, amounted
to three million four hundred and eighty-
seven thousand one hundred and ninety.
nine dollars, which is eight hundied ‘and
two thousand si. hundred and forty-two
dollars and fifiy-five cents less than tha
of the preceding year. The payment,
for that departinent, during the same time,
amounted to four million eighty -four thous-
and two hundred and ninety.-seven dollars
and twenty-two eents. Of this sun five
hundred and ninety.seven thousand and
nivety.seven dollarsand eighty cents have
heen drawn from the Treasury. The
dishursements for the year were two hin.
dred and thirty-six thousand four hundred
and thirty four dollars and seven cents
less than those of the preceding year.

While the dishursements have been
thus diminished, the mail facilities have
been enlarged by new mail rontes, of five
thousand seven hundred and thirty.nine
miles, an increasze of transportation one
million seven hundred and sixtyfour thous.
and one hundred and forty five miles, and
the establishment of four hundred and
eighteen new post.offices. Contiactors,
postmasters, and others engaged in thix
branch of the service, huve performed
their daties with energy and faithfulness
deserving commendation. For man
interesting details connected with the op.
erations of this establishment. you are
referred to the report of the Postmaster
General; and his suggestions for improv.
ing its revenues are recommended to your
favorahle consideration.

I repeat the opinion expressed in my
last annual message, that the business of
this department should he so regulated
that the revenues derived from it should
he made to equal the expenditures; and it
is believed that thiz may he done by prap.

er modifications of the present laws, as

suggested by the report of the Postmaster
(General, without changing the present
rates of postage.

With full reliance upon the wisdom and
patriotism of your deliberations, it will he
my duly. as it will be my anzious desire,
to co-operate with you inevery constita.
tional effort o promote the welfare and
maintain the honor of onr common country.

JAMES K. POLK.

Washington, December 8, 1846.

ARMY NEWS,

We copy the fullowing interesting items

of news in relation to our affui s in Mexi-

co, from tle Buffalo Courier and Pilot,
of the 15th inst:

The steamboat “Telegraph,” from
Brazos Santiago, arrived at New Orleans

on the 5th inst., with the remains of \'ajor

Ringgo'd and Lieut. Cochrane. Capt.
Thornton had arrived at Matamoros on
his wayto jouin the army. The Tel-

egraph brought no Iater papers fram Mata.

tnoros, and the only later intelligence from
Monterey that had bheen received there,
was the retarn of Gen. Taylor from Nal.

tillo, st which place he had left Gen.

Worth with a  small force to guard the

!fil.‘ru

[t was reported that Gen. Taylor was

about to march to Tampico, and proceed
thence to Vera Cruz. Another report wa-
to the effect that there were 2000 Mex
ican troops at Victoria, and that Gen.

Patterson’s Division, with reinfireement

from the main army, were to pre _ced
against them at that point.

Advices from Havana to the 24 inst,,
state that there was a. Mexican officer

there offering for sale com nissions fur

letters of marque at 1,000 each, hu

could find no_purchasers. The impres.
sion of Gen. Campbell, the Americay
Consul, was that no privateers would
be fitted out"in Cuba. i

The Victoria, Texas, Advocate, says
Monclova on the 4th alt., with des.

e ; _irea. | paiches for the Quartermaster at Por
ties have heen negotiated with some of | La . L

Yaca.

General Wool n-drrdmdo,efﬁ ar-
rival, that some 2,500 . nieers, «
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tkey reached San Luis Potosi and were
Aana, :

A letter dated Mobile, Dec 5, says:
The news from Mexico shows that country

Anna has gone back 1o Mexico, and there
are only 16000 disaffected half starved sol-
diers at Potosi, It is said Harrvira will be
elected president, and in that event peace
will be certain. i,
A letter from Col, Doniphan dated
Santa Fe, Oct. 21 says, yesterday we ob,
tained what we deem ¥ correct in-
formation from Elpaso del Norte, that
Magoffin, Doct. Conueily, Cols, Owen
and Glasgow were retained ‘a3 prisoners

pretfully, yet not permitte
huahua, or return, They I _ :
vance of their wagons and wi lose noth.
ing, and will only be retained until orders
can be obtained for their release. Our
regiment is under marchis ~orders for
Chihuahua, and wonld have heen off bhe-
fore towday if Geny Kearney had” not sent
hack orders affer he had got 10 days from
here, requiring "1s to go into the Eutaw
ana Navijo countries, and bring bhoth these
wars to a close befure we left here.

JOLIET SIGNAL. -

JOLTET, ILL.

-—,

Tuesday, December 29, IS 16.

0Mz. Oscar Rowrzy, of Wilming.
ton, is authurized to ohtain subscribers
for this paper.

i

THE MNE e

To.day we tinish the’ publication of
the President’s Message. It is a document
of great length, but will undoubtedly he
read with interest by all classes of our
citizens. The greater part of it, refers to
our relations with Mexico, and we are
confident must give very general satisfac-
tion. The message certainly esablishes

without a shadow of just cause. It shows
that the conduct of the United S:ates. thro’
a long series of years, has been marked
with the utmost forbearance to the Repub.
lic of Mexico. It details the wrongs which
this government has borne from Mexico,
which are sufficient to have sustained her
in the opinivn of the civilized «orld, in
resorting to the dread alternative of hos-
tilities, long before the annexation of
Texas. The arguments used are clear
and conclusive, and certainly makes out
Mexico the aggressor. A full history of
the offences which was the cause of the
war; the repeated efforts of our government
to obtain her rights; & to establish peace,
even since its commencement—and the
brilliant exploits of our army, are given in
the message. ‘This vindication was re-
quired-—not so much for the influence it
would have in this country, where we hope
the guestion is generally undérstood, but
for the effect it may bave ahroad on those
who insist in judging the United States on
different principles than those which they
wish to abide by themselves.

The great Democratic measures upon
which the Presidential campaign of 1844
was carried om, viz: the Tariff, and [nde.

to'by the Presid:nt. His administration
has been marked for consistency & souni!
principles, so far.  “Uhe people nay well
be proud of the message, as a document
which vindicates the magnanimity and
honor of the country, which should be held
as sacred by all its citizens.

The recommendations of the President
in relation to Oregon, we hope wmay re-
ceive the early attention of Congress,—
They are such as were called for by the
people, and they undoubtedly will be ap.
proved by a majority of Congress. Justice
demands that something should be dope
for the seutlers in that territory,

Estaav Norices.--Most of the papers
that are publised in this State, are advo.
cating an alteration of the law in relation
to the publication of these nutices. - All
estray netices, as the law now stands,
are required lo_b:é pulbli'sli_ed_' in the Sine
paper, which is publised in Springfield.—
The inconvenience and injustico 'of this.
must be apparent (o ‘all: Besides the

the papers which may he published in the

ofthat which they are justly eatitled to.<—
What proportion of the inSahitants rési:
ding in counties distant from the capitol

are compelled. by, the  esisting law 1o
send all such noticesthere for eution.

B
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ests we will *hold up.”
Hox. T A Marrsson—T was with

'much satisfaction

appoiotmest of this gentleman as chair.
man Of!bdm" on M
occupied the same station’ during tae
last session of our legislature, and the
satistactorily manoer in which he dis.
charged Lis duties, was the means of his
present appointment. ~ Mr. Matteson has
distinguished himself in_the Senate, for
close application to business, and the in.
terest which he takes in the matters of
his coastituents, < ' - o

Srecir FOR GI.’. Som..m.!-
Wan.—It is stated that ‘General: Seott,
to facilitate his operations and sepply the
immediate wants of the campaign, will
take with him to the seat of war about
a half'a willion of Mexican dollars,

Exruosive Corron.—~This important
discovery appears to excite much inter.
est, at present, throighout the entire
country. Numerous experiments have
been tried, all of which go to establish its
effiency. . At the Un‘i&gd Stilo Arsenal,
in Washigton, some scientific experiments
have been made. by Capt. Mordeesi, to
test the comparative strength of explo-
sive cotton and gunpowde=. [t was found
by the experiment, that sixty grains of
cotton we'l prepared, were efjual to one
hundred and twenty grains of the very
best gunpowder. ol

(7" The convention of Wisconsin by a
tie vote refused to re.consi ‘er the provi-
sions relating to banking, which prohibit
not only banks,but the circulation of bank
paper. Chy

Sourn Caronira.—The Legislature
of South Carolina have elected Judge
Butler to the United States Senate, in

place of the Hon. George McDauffie, re-
signed. ¥,

Vera Cruz.—It is stated by a letter -
in  Washington, that extensive prepars-
tions are being silently made for the at.
tack upon this strong hold of th» enemy,—
The seige train, which has been in prep-
aration some manths, it is said is finished,

|and nearly ail topographical enginsers

are under orders for the army. General
Scott will probably take the command in
person.

Tli.f[t.llowing petition is circulating in
this and Iroquois counties. Though we
are decidedly opposed to chartered corpo-
rations—still eensidering the inability of

& 1he great advantages which
portion of its territory, would d

the improvement oﬁlhe;eﬂunf, ;‘I'MPO
it may receive the signatures of many.

To the Honorablethe Legislat
State of INlinois : R il

The undersigned, citizens of the eoun-
ties of Wil and Iroquois, beg leave res-
pectfully to represent, Lhat the interest of
your petitioners and that of the State, is
identilied in the improvement of the Kan-
kakee and Iroquois Rivers, for the purpo.
ses of Navigation. ‘That one of the rich-
est sections of thiz Srate jie upon these
rivers, so secluded from markets as to he

comparatively valueless, which, hy a small

outlay of capital, can he immediately con-
nected with the Illinois & Michigaa Canal

aad the Lakes.

The immense agricultural resources of
this region, thus finding their market thro®
the Canal, must enhance the husiness of
that avenue so much as to be an ohject o

We, therefore,

the State, no less than to 'ﬁ”hi'm"‘

pray r honorahle !';ody
any, with such powers
and privi'eges as may enable it o render
the Kankakee and | is rivers naviga-
hle, from the Kankakee feeder to the State
of Indiana, it s gy

And your petitioners as in duty bound
will ever pray, &e.

P

e
Twenty=.s inth Gongress.
U7 Wennesay, Dees 10,
SENATE.--Senators Greene, of Rhode
Island, and Hannegan, of Indiana, appear-
ed in their seats to.day.

The Vice President submitted the An:
nual Report of the Secretary of the Treas-.
ury, of which 5000 extra copies were or-
dored printed, B Ta G I
The Secretary of the Senate's
on the contract of Messrs. Blair & Rivey
for furnishing reports cfm‘ "g{% :
Senate, wa¥ also presenteds UL
Mr. Cameron offered .':-l-,nh_-h
favor of granting 160 acres of iand toeach
3 b in the Mexican war, aad

volunteer nérvili’gm -
to increase their nd stlow e
‘lNﬂ‘mnf hil'. B 2 _ _ ;

beneit to the defendant, to ey .

|
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