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NEWS AND NOTES.

4 Bummary of Important Eventa.

JEFFERSON DAvIs has arrived in New
York from Europe.

—_—— ——

CoL. Joan W. FornEy, the well-
::l:wn Philadelphia journalist, died on the
—_—

THE President on the 12th sent to the

Benate the name of Frederick T. Freling-
‘huysen as Secretary of State, vice Blaine, re-

_——,— e

JouEN DAvis, nephew of Bancroft
‘Davis, and son-in-law of ex-Senator Fre-
Hinghuysen, will be President Arthur’s Pri-
‘vate Secretary.

PoSTMASTER-GENERAL JAMES an-
mounces his intention to retire from the
Government service on January 1, having
accepted the Presidency of the Lincoln Bank
of New York City. .

——.———

Jrs. Davis, wife of John Davis, Pri-
vate Secretary to the President, is a daugh-
ter of S8enator Frelinchuysen and will prob-
ably preside over the hospitalities of the
Executive Mansion. She is said to be a lady
of many accomplishments and will doubt-
less do the hovors in the highest style.

—_— e ——

THERE are indications that the cotton
operatives at Fall River, Mass.,, Lewiston,
Me., Manchester, N. H., and other cotton
muanufacturing centers are determined to
strike for an increase of wages at an early
day, and as a preparation for such action
are perfecting their organization. The
Knights of Labor are particularly active.

—_— e —

THE Post-oflice Department rules that
the sender of any request matter (mail mat-
ter requested to be returned if not delivered
in a specified time) has the right to length-
en or shorten the time originally mentioned
on the envelope, but the letler or matter
must remain as long ag three days in the of-
fice of destination. Postmasters shall return
matter upon such requests without charge
of additional postage. The same ruling ap-
plies to eard matter containing simply the
name and address of the sender.

PRESIDENT ARTHUR took formal pos-
session of the White House on the Tth. He
‘was unaccompanied, and after entering the
mansion spent a little while down-stairs
inspecting the recent improvements. He
then went through the upper part of the
house, and was greatly pleased with the
chamber prepared for his use. He dined in
the family dining-room, in company with
Representative Skinner, of New York.
There were no callers, and the President
spent the evening with Mr. Reed, his Sec-
retary.

— ——

Tae Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe
Railroad Company have unearthed a series
of startling frands connected with the con-
structign department of their road and have
caused jhe arrest of a number of employees
and othars, some twenty-five persons in all,
engaged in the conspiracy. The swindle
has been in operation for six years. It was
carried out by means of tine-checks, issued
to fictitious persons and indorsed over to
outside parties in collusilon with the Road-
master and Section Foreman. A number of
well-known Topeka men are alleged to have
been engaged In the scheme, and they have
been arrested.

———

THE report of the Ute Commissioners
to the Secretary of the Interior is very volu-
minous. Among the most important of the
recommendations are: That the present
boundaries of the reservation be established
permanently; that the few settlers now on
the reservation be paid a reasonable eom-
pensation for their improvements; that the
White River and Uintah tribes be consoli-
dated, and that portions of the different
Jands assigned by the recent agreement be
changed with consent, and gradually the In-
dians taught to cultivate their lands, and
finally withdrawing Government uid =alto-
gether.

— s

THE burial services of the victims of
the Vienna theater disaster took place at St.
Stephen’s Cathedral on the 12th. The
cathedral was entirely draped in black.
Bishop Augerer officlated. The clergy en-
tered the cathedral In a proecession, fol-
Jowed by the Crown Prince, Archdukes,
members of the Imperial household, court
dignitaries, etc. The large square in front
of the cathedral and adjoining streets were
filled by many thousands ot people. The
common grave for the unrecognized victims
in the Central Cemetery is 150 feet long and
14 feet wide. The work of lowering the
coffins into the grave lasted from noon until
nightfall. The uumber of missing persons
has been reduced to 805.

PRESIDENT ARTHUR, who was sub-
penned by the defense in the Guiteau
case, was not called to the stand,
but submitted his written answers
to several Interrogatories. The substance
of his replies was: He knows the
prisoner, having seen him at least ten times,
possibly twice that number; had never con-
versed with him “excepting 1o return the
ordinary salatation of the day, and once or
twice In answer to his request to be employ-
ed in the campaign as a speaker by the Re-
publican State Committee, of which I was
Chairman.” To the question: *“What polit-
ical services the prisoner had rendered the
Republican party during the last Presiden-
tial campaign?”’ the answer is: ‘*None that
I know of.” To the question whether there
was anything in the prisoner’s relations to
himself or Gen. Grant, or Senator Conkling,
or any of the others of the Republican par-
ty, socially or politically, to furnish him
with any ground for supposing he would
receive any political preferment, the answer
#s ‘*No.” Prisoner. “Thatis a matter of
opinion.” The last question was: ‘‘Did
you ever give him any reason to think that
he could have any political or personal in-
fluence with you?’ Answer: “I never did.”
Prisoner. **He never had occasion to.””
The President adds to his answers the follow-
ing: “I have been requested by counsel for
the defense to produce a letter written by
the prisoner sinee his indictment; that let-
ter was received by me in October last, and
was not preserved. I do not recollect its
contents particularly, excepting that it con-
tainea some claim of his having rendered
gome important services to the Republican
party during the Presidential campaign, and
an appeal for postponement of his trial to
give him time to prepare for defense.”
Prisoner. * That is all there was to it.”

PERSONAL AND GENERAL.,

THE great Wabash Railway bridge,
spanning the Missouri River at St. Charles,
again went down, on the evening of the 8th,
precipitating an entire freight train of some
thirty cars sixty-five feet into the river be-
low. The engineer, Jack Kirksby, fireman
Chamberlain, and one other employee took
the terrible plunge, but strange to say two
of them escaped without serious injury.
Engineer Kirkby was either killed by the
fall or drowned. His fireman eame
out of the ecab to the surface and
was rescued. Several stock men leaped
from the caboosein time to save themselves
as they saw the front of the
train plunging into the  abyss.
It was two years ago on the
8th of November that a similar disaster oc-
curred. That time it was the third span;
this time it waz the first span that suc-
cumbed.

A DETACHMENT of troops has been
ordered from Fort Omaha to the vacated
reservation of the Otoe and Missourl In-
dians, in Southeastern Nebraska, to drive
oft and warn away from the reservation
small bands of squatters who are setting out
to repeat the Oklahoma adventure on a lim-
ited sea'r. The Indians were removed to
the Indian Territory a few weeks ago, and
the lands of this reservation were to be sold
for their benefit. Meantime the squatters
have begun pouring into the reservation,
and this belng reported to the Secretary of
the Interior, at his request the War De-
partment ordered the movement of troops
as indicated. 1t is hardly anticipated that
there will be determined resistance.

AppisoN and William Burns, on trial
at Clarion, Pa., for complicity in Missouri
land frauds, have been found guilty and re-
manded to jail pending sentence. Many
persons in Pittsburgh and Northwestern
Pennsylvania have been swindled out of
large sums, ranging from $1,000 to $25,000,
through these transactions. The Burnses
were the chief ringleaders of that part of the
country, and are all well known in Pitts-
burgh, Wm. Burns bhaving been President
of a bank there for many years., The case
has been prosecuted by the United States,
although tried in the State Court, by reason
of a want of jurisdiction in the Federal
Courts.

It is reported that President Para-
more, of the St. Louis & Texas Narrow-
gauge Railroad, has leased the Cairo & St.
Louis Narrow-gauge Railroad as a portion
of the system.

Hiram and Valentine Mercer, broth-
ers, shot and killed a Deputy Sheriff and
wounded another officer, in Decatur County,
Iown, on the 16th of November last. They
subsequently fled to Missouri, taking up
their residence with another brother, who
owns a farm near Eau de Vie, Christian
County. A reward of $1,200 was offered for
the capture of the desperadoes. A few davs
since an oflicer from Iowa, assisted by the
Sheriff of Christian County and a small posse,
attempted their capture by strategy., The
plan succeeded so far as to draw the des-
peradoes into an ambush prepared for them
by the officers, but both refused to surren-
der and showed fight, whereupon they were
slot down, one being instantly killed and
the other dying within a few minutes.

ON an average, there are said to be
five applicants for each of the three hun-
dred Presidential Post-oftices now vacant.

Mrs. ANNA WALSH, a boarder, and
Lizzie Ketch, a servant, perished in a burn-
ing house at Norristown, N. J.

Two brothers named Alcock, of Little
River County, Ark., were found murdered,
shot through the head, about five miles from
Texarkana, on the Richmond road. Their
supposed murders are friends of a man who
was sent to the Penitentiary upon their evi-
dence.

A RATILROAD boarding shanty on the
Pittsburgh & Erie Road, about seven miles
below Pittsburgh, Pa., was destroyed by
fire on the morning of the 10th, and sixteen
men, sleeping in their bunks in the second
story, perished in the flames. The fire was
caused by the overturning oi a kerosene
lamp by one of the ecooks while preparing
breakfast. The building was constructed of
inflammable material, and almost in an in-
stant the entire structure was enveloped in
flames. Some fifty men lodged inthe build-
ing. Many of those who effected their es-
cape were shockingly burned.

By a collision on the North London
Raflway, near Canonbury, Engl!and, seven
persons were killed and seventy injured.

IT is reported that the medical ex-
peris called as witnesses in the Guiteau case
are practically unanimous in their belief of
the prisoner’s sanity so far as to render him
accountable for the President’s murder.
To the hypothetical question put them
by Scoville while on the witness
stand they were ecompelled to an-

swer in such a way as to apparently favor |

the prisoner, but privately they say if they
had been nsked directly whether they con-
sidered Guiteau responsible or not, they
would have felt bound to answer in theaffir-

mative, d

D. M. OsBorNE & Co., harvesting
machine makers, Chicago, lost over $300,000
by fire on the 10th.

Annie Havy, aged 18, fell dead while
dancing in Newton Township, O.

A RUNAWAY horse near Carlisle, Ind.,
fractured Mrs. Anna Pearce’s skull, killed
an infant, and seriously injured two other
children in the buggy.

SexecaA V. HoLLoway, Paying Tel-
ler of the Poughkeepsie (N. Y.) National
Bank, is arrested, charged with embezzle-
ment. A partial examination of the books
shows a shortage of between $40,000 and $50,-
000, Holloway was recently elected Coun-
ty Treasurer.

Simon KorH, of Chicago, while care-
lessly handling a revolver at the house of his
brother-in-law, Bodenick, shot and in-
stantly killed the Ilatter’s four-year-old
daughter.

Turee little boys, whose ages range
from eight to twelve, all sons of Mr. John
Johnson, of Manitowoe, Wis., were drowned
by the ice giving way.

H. D. Joxks, of Janesville, Wis., em-
ployed in the Cargill elevator at La Crosse,
while at work on some machinery was
eaught by his clothing in the belting, from

which he could not escape, and was hurled |

around in the machinery at the rate of 100
revolutions per minute, being horribly
mutilated. The wheel made 300 revolutions
before the engine could be stopped. He
died shortly after Lthe accident.

Two aged maiden sisters, Mary and
Louisa Means, who resided in Franklin
Township, Westmoreland County, Pa.,
were murdered the other night in their beds.
They had the reputation of being very
wealthy, and this was doubtless the incen-
tive to the crime.

HatrAWAY, City Engineer of Cold-

water, Mich., bas pleaded guilty to the
charge of being accessory to setting fire to
the Coldwater Armory last June. He said
that three other persons were concerned
with him, that they had planned four dis-
tinct fires in different quarters, and that the
motive was to rouse interest in the fire de-
partment in order to raise funds for the
State tournament which was to be held
later on.

AN explosion occurred in Cockrill
Colliery, Belgium, causing the death of
sixty-six persons. .

SecreTARY KIRKWOOD is reported to
have acknowledged that there existed
among some of the clerks of the Pension
Bureau a conspiracy to defraud the Govern-
ment, but refused to give details as to the
extent of the frauds or the persons engaged
in the conspiracy. Interesting develop-
ments may be looked for soon.

BErNARD McMAHON, a Philadelphia

grocer, was shot dead the other night by a
burgiar who attempted to enter his house.
Robert Barr, who resided near McMahon’s
house, has been arrested on suspicion of be-
ing the murderer.

FORTY-SEVENTH CONGRESS.

ON the Tth, Senators Sherman, Pendleton,
Davies, Lapham, Bayard and Morgan were
appointed a joint committee for the prepara-
tion of a memorial upon the death of the late
President Garfield.  Bills were introduced
and referred: For the admissign of New
Mexico as a State; compensating rallway
companies for mnsgornin mails; establish-
ing & Department of Agriculture and Com-
merce; making trade doilars 1 tender for
all debts except where otherw stipulated.
Mr. Morrill’s Tariff Commission was then de-
clared in order, but that gentleman declined
to speak, and the Senate adjourned.

BENATOR MORRILL addressed the Senate,
on the §th, upon the Tariff Commission bill.
He gaid our nearest approaches to free trade
had been seasons of national disaster. as were
the years 1533, "47 and '37, and the further we
had receded from free trade the better had
iabor fared und the greater had been the ma-
terial and eduentional advancement of the
eountry. At the conclusion of his remarks,
Mr. Morrill moved a reference of the subject
to the Committee on Finanece, but at the sug-
Fmtinn of Mr. Garlund, who desired to be
eard on the subject, withdrew his motion.
The latter temporarily yielded the floor for
some general business, and the subject was
formally passed over for the present. The
President pro tem.submitted a response by the
Secretary of the Interior to the Senate reso-
Iution, transmitting a list of the names of
officers, clerks and other emplovees on the
rolls of the department, with the saulary, date
of appointment and grade of oflice, each State
to which charged, and indiecating who served
in the Union and who in the Confederate
armies. Tabled and ordered printed. Among
bills introduced and referred were the follow-
ing: by Mr.Vest—Fora bridgze ancross the Mis-
sis=ippt River at the most acceptable point
from five to eight miles ahove =t. Louis; by
Mr. Ingalls—For the sale of lands of the Mi-
ami Indians, Kansas; by Mr. Plumb—
For the disposition of the Fort
Larned military reservation; by Mr.
Cockrell—giving to every soldier or sailor
who served ninety days in the Union service
during rebellion and was Ilunomhl?' dis-
charged, or to his widow and minor children,
160 neres of publie land. The bill granting
Mrs, Garfield the franking privilege puassed,
being the first bill of the session to pass-the
Senate, Pending a motion for adjournment,
President pro tem. Davis called the attention
of the Senate to the faet that “the 5th of De-
cember, the day on which Congress convened,
was the fiftieth anniversary of the day
when Isanc Dassett, the much-esteemed
Doorkeeper  of the Senate, became
connected with this body, Half a century
ago he entered our service as page, through
the influence of Daniel Webster, In all the
mutations of parties no attempt was evermade
to disturb him. Surely mo higher tribute
could be paid Yo his fidelity and to his integ-
rity than that he had been so long and so sat-
isfactorily identified with the history of the
Senate. T am sure the sentiment on all sides
is cordially expressed when I wish him health
and happiness in the name of the Senate of
the United States.” Adjourned antil Monday.

THE House held a brief session on the 9th.
The Epeaker appointed a committee on the
death of President Garfield. Adjourned until
Tuesday.

A LARGE number of bills and joint reso-
Intions were introduced in the Senate on the
12th, amongz the more important being the
following: lir Mr. Edmunds—For defraving
expenses of the trentment and burial of the
late President Gartield, the amount being
limited to $100,000; nlso by Mr. Edmunds—To

unish polygamy; by Mr. Butler—To estab-
R«h an edneational fand; by Mr. Hoar—¥For
the educution of Indian children; by Mr?
Plumb—For the sale of a portion nf Fort
Leavenworth military reservation. The Tarifl
bill was then taken up and Messrs, Garland
and Beck replied to Mr. Morrill

- o

EATE NEWS 1TEMS.

I~ the Senate, on the 18th, Mr. Vest
fntroduced a bill for the construction of
Capt. Eads’ ship rallway across the Isthmus
of Tehuantepec, The bill provides that
Eads shall first demonstrate the practica-
bility of the scheme by expending §75,000,000
in preliminary work and that when the plan
is proved practicable Congress shall guaran-
tee bonds to the amount of $100,000,000. A
resolution was adopted in the House for the
appointment of a select committee to audit
all clnims for services and expenses grow-
ing out of the illness and burial of the late
President Garfield; also to consider what
allowance of pension or privilege be granted
to the widow and family of the laie Presi-
dent.

Dgr. Spitzga, of New York, a cele-
brated medical expert, has made a thor-
ough personal examination of Guiteau, and
declares under oath that he has no doubt of
the prisoner’s insanity. Further than this,
he #aid: *“I do not hesitate to reiterate my
opinion that an expert who will in this
court testify that the prisoner is sane, is, in
my opinion, no expert or a dishonest one.”
Dr. Spitzka underwent a)severe cross-ex-
amination from Corkhill, but maintained
his position unshaken.

H. H. RipDLEBERGER received the
Readjuster nomination for U. 8. Senator
jrom Virginia.

RETURNS to the National Board of

i Health show the general health of the coun-

try to be good, save that small-pox, scarlet
| fever and typhoid fever are epidemic in some
localities. Secarlet fever is very severe in
New England, typhoid fever is prev-
alent to an unusual extent in the
South and West, and especially in the
Mississippi Valley. The most alarming dis-
ease is small-pox at Chieago and Pittsburgh.
! It has been declared epidemic in the latter
| city. .

| A GoversMENT balloon, in charge of
| Captain Temple, accompanied by Walter
| Powell, M. P., and another gentleman
| nnmed Gardner ascended from Bath, Eng-
! landd, smd descended at Bridgeport, where
| Captain Temple and Gardner were thrown
{ out and injured. When thus lightened, it
| arose with Powell, and was subsequently
| seen to descend at sea.

AT Coldwater, Mich., a dissolute
woman named Mrs. Nettie Wheeler wasshot
and killed by her busband, who then put
three bullets into his own body.

Minister to Washington, with his wife anda
suite of fifteen persons, has arrived at San
Francisco.

can nominee, has been chosen Mayor ol
Boston. There were three tickets in the
fielil—Republican, Democratic and Citizens’.
The vote on the liquor question was in fa-
vor of licen<e by a two-thirds malority.

CuunG lsae Ju, the new Chinese |

Dr. SAMUEL A. GREEN, the Republi- |

MISSOURI STATE NEWS.

The St, Charles Bridge Disaster.
Particulars of the St. Charles bridge
disaster are as follows: The ill-{ated train
was freight No. 12, eastward bound. By
schedule it crosses just before the Warren-
ton accommondation, meeting the latter at

Brotherton, and passing. Engine and ten-
der, thirteen cars loaded with live stock and
sighteen with other freight and the caboose
went down., Three of the six men on the
train when it started over the bridge accom-
panfed it on its wild leap of sixty-five
feet into the river channel. That two of
them escaped to tell of the awful experience
scems a miracle. When the engine was
nearly across the span which fell, the ca-

was on span No. 8, just leaving the
St. Charles side of the river., The span
which went down did so in its entirety, the
bridge seeming to drop in one plece. wn
went the forward third of the train, and
then the remaining portion followed so
slowly that it seemed to almost stop. Car
after car toppled over the brink, until not
one was left. A brakeman was on top of a
car, well toward the rear. He saw the
chasm yawning, jumped to one side, caught
the trestle-work, climbed down and walked
to the St. Charles side. Less sensational
was the escape of W. C. Anderson, of Pat-
ionsburg, Mo., and Pat Crane, of Howard
County, two stockmen, and Conductor Dur-
field, who were in the caboose. The suc-
cesslon of jerks warned them, and they
jumped off the rear platform upon the bridge
and stood looking at the slowly disappear-

lnﬁ‘ train.

he wreck piled in & mass that towered
full twenty-five feet above the swilring and
turbid stream. Immediately by the pier
which beld the western end of the treacher-
ous span were the fifteen cattle cars. Near
the eastern shore could be plainly seen a
few feet of the twisted iron. The engine lay
on her right side, the stack pointing up the
river, the current of which roared into her
cab and tender until it surged over the ob-
struction. As the line of the wreck Is fol-
lowed westward, it is seen to become heavier
and more disiinct. There is first a single
box-ecar covered with wrecked portions of
the bridge, rearing its ragzed outlines over
the water, then there seems to have been
two cars smashed into one; and then a rap-
id inclined plane is formed to the most com-
piex part of the ruin, and that is by the
western pier, where the cattle-cars are piled
up. They seemed to have rushed over the
brink with the force of a mighty Niagara,
and with a loud and prolonged crash
found the ruin that is the most conspicuous
feature of this terrible monument to en-
gineering failure,

(0. H. Oblinger, brakeman, who went down
with the train, but eseaped with some slight
Iujuries, tells the story thus: ‘I was on top
of a box-car, the third from the engine, sit=
ting on the brake-wheel, the train running
slow—about as fast as I could walk; the en-
zine and two or three cars had got into the
span, the fotmer being within a car-length
of the abutment, when all of a sudden, as
though in a dream, I felt somethingz sink-
ing, and I said to myself, ‘My God, has the
St. Charles Bridge I_zone again?’ The car
seemed to fall a little faster ihan Idid, and
two or three times I eaught up with it, and
the next thing I knew I was standing on top
of the car surrounded by water. While in
1hat position I looked over at the cab of the
engine, which was just out of the water, and
heard the moans of the firemnan, who wason
top of the cab. I hallooed to him that I
could not reach him, and that we would
have to take things easy until help came.
Soon after a skiff come around and brought
us ashore.*’

N. G. Chamblin, fireman, the other sur-
vivor of the plunge, who was rescuerd witha
broken leg and some bruises, gives the fol-
lowing: *“I wasjust thinking, for some rea-
son, about the accident of two years ago,
when all of a sudden there was erash and a
simultaneous fall of the engine to the water
below: The engineer was sitting in his seat
in the eab, and I was standing at my usual
post. Neither of us made any eﬂorttog:mp,
because we hardly had time to think before
we were in the water. I erawled on top of
the eab after I released myself from a rod
which was holding me down. The engi-
neer I never saw again, so I can not say
whether he was killed at once or drowned.
I had my left leg Lroken below the knee,
but the fact is I don’t know much about it.
5# I was in the cab, and it was all so sud-

en.

Jack Kirkby met death at his post. He
was one of the oldest and most trusted en-
ginecrs on the road, and leaves & wife and
two children at Moberly.

Two yvears and one month ago the west
span of the St, Charles bridge went down,
carrying with seventeen cars loaded with live
stock, and six human being.

—-— . ——————
Miscellaneous Items.

St. Louis tobacco market (Dec. 10):
Dark lugs, common to good, $4.70 to $56.25;
bright smoking, common to good, $5.00 to
#6.00; dark red leaf, 3$7.75 to $8.00.

Norman P. Bauder, a farmer and
wealthy citizen of Gioversville, N. Y., wae
found dead in a Kansas City saloon, kept by
A. T. Wagoner, some weeks ago. It was
supposed that he drank himself to death.
His brother, however, came on to investigate
the matter, and there were sensational de-
velopments. Witnesses before the Coroner
testified that Wagoner, who is a notoriously
hard character, became possessed of the
greater part of Bauder's money, and kepl
him continually dosed with whisky and
laudanum. Bauder’s brother testified that
Norman had disposed of $5,000 in a few
months, and that he was not an intemper-
ate man. The jury returned a verdict that
deceased eame Lo his death from the effects
of slow opium poisoning, produced from
continual doses of laudanum administered

- by Wagoner and his confederates. Wagoner

was arrested on an order from the Coroner
charging him with murder.

In the Cole Circuit Court the jury in
the case of Wm. 3pahn against the Missouri
Pacific Railway Company returned a ver-
dict awarding plaintiff $8,000 damages. In
March, 1880, Spahn jumped from a moving
train, and bis foot was crushed under a
wheel, rendering amputation necessary. He
claims that the conductor and employees of
the train told him a conspiracy was on foot
to rob and murder him; that several men
afterward came into the coach from time to
time, regarding him with threatening looks,
aind he becoming alarmed for his life and
money jumped off the train. The railway
company deny this, saying plaintiff was un-
der the influence of liquor. The case is to
be appealed.

Bail being refused in the case of Me-
Dearmon, charged with killing A. B, Thorn-
ton, editor of the Boonville News, he has
been remanded to jail for action of the
Grand Jury.

Small-pox is increasing in St. Louis.

The man known as Billy West, ar-
rested at Dallas, Texas, on charge of being
in the Winston robbery, is said to be Jim
Inman. Inman is also supposed to be the
man known as *“Bob,” who was in the
Glendale robbery, but {8 known to be the
Billy West who wasin the Winston affair.
Inman is an outside worker almost alto-
gether, and has been the shrewd man of the
James gang for several vears. In fact, he
has been so shrewd that his name has never
hitherte been connected with them, but it
has been known to the officers for some
time. He will be brought back to Missouri.

Ex-Gov. B. Gratz Brown has arrived
bome from Europe.

DEATH BY FIRE.

Burning of the Ring Theater at Vieanna,
Austris—Over 700 Lives Reported Lost—
Terrible and Thrilling Scenes.

Vienxa, Austria, December 8.

The Weiner Algemeine Zeitung, whose offices
are exactly opposite the ill-fated Ring Theater,
gives a graphic account of the catastrophe, of
which the following is an extract:

“ We write with death in our hearts, unable
to find words to describe the pain which we
suffer. A terrible calamify befell our city
Jast night. The Ring Theater, formerly
known as the Opera Comique, {s in ashes, and
bundreds of human beings are victims of the
catastrophe. Nothing like this horror has
ever occurred before in this city.

“At ten minutes to seven the fire broke out.
The theater was pretty well filled, but happily
not entirely crowded. A considerable numbet
of people were still in the dressing-rooms, and
& dense mass of carriages occupied the Schalten
Ring. It had just commenced to snow, and iy
the auditorium of the theater there was the
usual bustle before the commencement of a
performance—people walking up and down
looking for their places, and the nolse of turn-
ing down seats was heard on all sides. The
boxes were &till empty, but the balcony and
galleries were well filled. On the stage
everything was in & state of ac
tivity and Dbustle, the workingmen re-
moving scenery, etc. Offeunbach’'s comle
opera, * Les Countes D'Hoffman,” was to be l
performed for the second time. Some of the
singers and actors had already tuken thelr
places on the stage in costume, but a la
number were still in the dressing-rooms in t
hands of the costumers and hair-dressers. The
overture had vot yet begun. How the fire
commenced cannot yet be definitely stated,
and probably it will never be known. Accond-
ing to oue version the scenery was ignited by
s spark from electric machinery. According
to another, a workman with an alcohol lamp
caused the disaster. The former version is
the more likely one. Director Helemes
berger, who stood upon the stage, was the
first to notice the fire. A moment after the
“flies’” were wrapped in flames and the nets
work of wood, ropes and canvas was burning
like tinder. The people on the stage were
stupefled with fear at first, and they speedily
took to flight in most terrible confusion to
ward the ladies’ dressing-rooms, on the left of |
the stage, where a small mlruseledtol
Hohenstaufen Strasse. In a moment the cur |
tain flew up and a draft biew it hither and |
thither until, like a flery tongue, it darted '
back and forth from the suditorium to the |
stage. The fire then became master of the '
Ring Theater.

“ Fire! fire! the Ring Theater ison fire!"
was the cry that went from mouth to ear.
On Ring Strasse the flames were already
bursting through the roof, and cries, such as 1
Vienna never heard before, filled it. They
seemed not like the cries of buman beings,
but such awful accents as can be heard only
in a death struggle. The scene was indescrib
able, all those inside the fated building |
pushing their way toward the street, which
was crowded at all points. The audlence
from the theater struggled and crushed each
other, and confusion reigned supreme. Sud-
denly cries were heard from the windows of
the theater leading to the Ring. The balcony
over the entrance was soon emptied, and the
cries of those at the windows and of those
within the theater were awful, and swelled
louder and louder. The mass of people in the
street was growing denser constantly.”

The following is the narrative of HerrLind-
man, an actor engaged in the theater: *It
was 6:45, and the second signal had been
given to the actors that in a quarter of an
hour the performance would begin. I was in
my dressing-room, and on hearing the alarm
I rushed on the stage and found myself in a
sea of flames., A violent draught of air rose
and a perfect column of fire seemed to rush
against the curtains, which it quickly pierced.
Then a stream of fire poured into the theater
and up to the galleries. I only heard a single
horrifying scream—a single ery of unspeak-
able terror and fearful despair.”

He then described the scene of the members
of the chorus flying to reach the doorway and
escape from the fire.

Inspector Nitzoe escaped from his dwelling |
in the upper story. He describes the fearful |
scene in the suditorium as follows: “The |
people lay there in heaps, and many In the
strangest pdstures. Bome had their bands
stretched out imploringly, and there were oth-
ers whose nails were driven into the flesh in
pain and despair.”

A lady who was in the third row of the par-
quette at the time of the disaster says: “1]
was just about to take out my opera-glass
from its case, when suddenly I remarked
that the curtain was driven out violently
towardme. A sheet of fire poured out im-
mediately after over the seats. I grasped
my friend by the arm and hurried toward the
central entrance, but in a moment all the
lights were extinguished, and we were in com-
plete darkness. Ouly by keeping a firm hold
of the railing were we enabled to grope our
way down the stairway. BSuddenly, to my
horror, I found that my friend no longer clung
to me. I screamed out her name, and, to my |
delight, I was answered. She caught hold of |
me again, and we were crushed out through |
the darkness with the living mass of fugitives
and saved.”

LATER—EVENING.

bave fallen into the pit, where the only re-
mains found are small fragments of bones.
Beyond & doubt 500 gallery tickets had been |
issucd. Only 100 of these are known to have
jumped from windows, and competent judges
fear the loss of life will be found to be fully
700.

The number of persons actually reported
missing is 600.

In regard to the origin of the fire, the 8u-
perintendent of Machinery states that the
scenery became igunited as the Jamps were
being lighted Uy the electric current.

All the performers except three of the cho-
rus were saved.

—A hen was killed in Griffin, Ga., !
the other day, and in it Mrs. |
Dunbar found twenty-two full-sized
eggs. The News tells it, and adds that
ngx.l,onesb«m hen laid an average of
eight%z a day for three months. The |
hen wi lay sometimes four eggs a

Five-twenties of 1562
Five-twenties of 18M. ...
Five-twenties of 1888. .
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the year before by §£29,352.0L.10. The customs
revenues were increased $11,637.811.42, and e
revenues §$11.255011.50. Thore was a decroase
of expenditures as follows: In the Interior De
partment for pensions, $471,750.48; for premb
ums on purchased bonds, $1,754,07L.64; and In-
terest on the debt, $13 2488590 The receipts
for the present year are estimatoed at $400,000,
000, and the expenditures at §270,000,000.

The report recommends that Nutional Banks,
at any time within two years prior to the expl
ration of their corporate existence, be allowed
to extend the period of succession by amend-
ing the article of association by the votes of
sharcholders owning two-thirds of tho oapital,
if the bank be found to be in good shape.

THE TREASURY RESERVE.
The Department, the report declares, bas

#0 per cent. of the notes outstanding. In ad-"
dition, sufficient money has been kept in the
Treasury to meet all other demands and oblk
gations outstanding. The reserve has never
becn below 28 per cent., and never above 4
per cent., of the outstanding notes, The lib-
eral purchase and coinage of silver, and the
receipt of them for public dues, has failed to
raise the market value of allver, It is recoms
mended that measures be taken to repeal the
sct requiring the fssue of silver certificates,
and for the retirement of such as may be in
circulation. Itis recommended that National
Banks be prohibited from retiring their our
rency except after a previous notice of intens
tion 8o to do, the length of such notice to be
fixed by law. The compelling of such a notice
would prevent the banks from suddenly con-
tracting the volume of currency. and creating
the embarrassment thut followed the pussage of
the 3percent. Refunding bill of Congress at
the last gesslon.

Between June 22, 1874, and 1578, silver ocoln
was not legal tender in payment of United

| Btates bonds. The report asks whether forelgn

bondholders who acquired their bonds during
this period may not regard the payment of
these bonds now with silver coin as a breach of
faith, This Government, the Secrciary says,
is abundantly able to discharge Its debts in
money which is everywhere acceptod as a true
standard of value. Further, on the subject of
silver coinage at the rate of 52,000,000 per
month, he says:

“'We furnish the world with the largest pon
tion of both silver and gold, and our exports
command the best money of the world, na they
ever should do, and will, unless wo bind our
sclyes to acoept of A poorer. We need not ap-
pear nnywhere as supplicants when we clearly
may be the contractors. Bome of the Buro
pean nations whose conourrent action is neoces
sary to any result that is sought, do not yet
sppear ready to accept limitation, and when
ready they may aak for a ratio that will be In-
convenient for us to adopt, and reduce the
ratio of silver below the standard of our coln-
sge. The most potential means of bringing
about any concert of agtion among different
nations would appear to be for the United
States to suspend for the present the colnage
of silver dollars. It is, therefore, recommend-
»d that provision for the coinage of a fixed
amount each month be repealed, and the Seo-
retary be authorized to coin only so much a8
will be necessary to supply the demand.

“The revenue from customs for the past
flscal year was S19150.076.02, an Increase of
$11,637,611.42 over that of the precoding yoar.
Of the amount collected, $138.004.002.50 was
collected at the port of New York, leaving
$40,251,140.03 aa the amount collected at all the

plus in an economic and lawful ‘way.

there s an alleged stringency in the
market, the call for millions of bonds is

the past year, its application to the

the bonds can be made at the

Socretary, and to that extent the Governmemt
will be relieved from the necessity of paying
any premium of comsequent redemption of it
bonded dobt.™

days, sometimes six, eight, ten, twelve | go o

—DMrs. Genenl‘li;:—der has returned
from Europe, and is now at home in
Washington. Her two sons are with
her, one having returned from his first
theatrical tour and the other being af
work preparing Io_r_l‘imud.

—There isa mo;;t;mngum near
Fort Harley, Fla., that measures nine
feet ?ﬁg inch i:lddmanhunee. it is
over , and some seasons
humemmr nine thousand oranges.

—A man in his 102d year bas been

successfully operated on for cataract at
Vianm,nn’tinttheandd ten he

was able to return to‘_hhmuu

—Mrs. Woodhull has returned to this
sountry, and will lecture.

keted. It is suggested, if any be issued, thet
they be made not shorter than ten-year oblige

The attention of Congress is cailed to the
prescuce of pleuro-pneumonia among
In different sections of the country, and to th

—Mr. vakzulzm be re-
ples will-k= hwhﬂm‘ Lﬁq.’-
ulhuthu& dry ones. b

—When they tap & railroad it is te




