
FOREIGN GOSSIP.'Ashley again clasped the handles of
1 . ' . 1 . . that the pair will turn up when it be
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BYEM D. AKE.

she is so far away, and exposed to I
know not what, estranging influ- -
ences."

"Where are the family now?" I
asked, as since the Eadcliffes had left
San Francisco, some six months before,
they had, as 1 knew, been traveling in
Europe, though I was unacquainted

galley certain little pest which the
torment 6f the inhabitants." Hies exer-
cise their empire : by day bags by,
night, fleas and lice day and night.
Whatever precautions may be taken,
one can not soeceed in .getting ' free
from these annoyances. Tne frightful
vermin do not respect even cardinals,
ambassadors, or crowned heads." .
- With respect to the size of. the gal-
leys, the largest of taose in the six-
teenth and seventeenth centuries had &
length of about forty-seve- n to fifty-fiv- er

meters, Tby not quite six meters in
width. They were of very light draft.i
and consequently shallow, were moved
by fifty oars of twelve meters in lengthy
and carried a crew in all of about Four
hundred in that circumscribed space.

Here is the testimony of Jean Mar-
seille de Bergerac, who in, 1701 was
condemned to serve in the French gal-
leys for the crime of being a Protest-
ant, and therefore speaks from a bitter
experience of many years:

"All the convicts are chained to
benches, six to each.These are four
feet from each other, and are covered
with a sack stuffed with wool, over
which is thrown a sheepskin that de-
scends to the footrest The comtte,
that is, the maiter of the chain-gan- g.

fessor then put into each of his hands
one of the handles terminating the
wires which ran through the side of the
bell. These wires I now saw ran to the
outer wall of the apartment, where
they disappeared.

"They are," explained the professor,
merely private connections with our

ordinary public telegraph wires. They
are, however, under certain conditions,
rendered peculiarly sensitive to cur-
rents which would be powerless to af-

fect ordinary telegraphic instruments
in any manner whatever." Thus say-
ing he loosened the ratchet on the
drum, and proceeded to let the glass
bell descend until it completely covered
Ashley, inclosing him as if in a vase,
its edges resting on the glass slab on
which his chair was set.

"There is, as you see." explained the
professor, in answer, as it were, to an
unspoken idea, "no danger of asphyx-
iation, as the holes through which the
side wires and the top rod pass are by
no means tight, this condition not be-

ing essential to the success of the ex-

periment."
He then proceeded to take cautiously

from a glas jar at one side of the al-
cove the end of a piece of thick rubber
tubing, a wire at the end of which he
attached to a hook on the metallic
coating of a bell; and then, from a
second glass jar in another corner, a

me wires witn a set - determination m
his face which betokened that he real
ized and appreciated every detail of the
proiessor s aavice, Tne latter walked
with somewhat quicker step than was
his wont to the insulators where the
wires ot the Electric Light Company
lay, and proceeded to adjust them to
their respective places on the bell as
before. Presently Ashley's head fell
back upon the chair as before, and his
eyes closed. The professor took out
his watch, looked at it somewhat nerv-
ously, approached the bell at intervals
with his electrometer, and paced the
floor.'

"My instrument is based," he ex-
plained to me, "on a centigrade scale
of my own. It will take some time for
a bell of the size you see before you to
become fully charged with the fluid,
even with my wires, which I have had
conveyed almost straight from head-
quarters; and until the bell is fullv
charged the experiment can not be con-
summated."

We waited patiently for some min-
utes more, Ashley murmuring mean-
while: "New Orleans; kiosk; I can
see her; I can see him, but I can not ap-
proach her; her father and mother are
searching anxiously for her through
other portions of the grounds."

Presently my friend became silent.
The professor again for the fifth or
sixth time, approached the bell and ap-
plied his instrument.

"Hush!" said. he. "The tension in
the bell is now augmenting rapidly. A
short time more and we shall witness
the successlul accomplishment of our
experiment."

As he spoke, I noticed a change tak-
ing place in Ashley. Seated there, as
he was, his head leaning on the back of
his chair, his hands grasping the elec-
trodes, I distinctly saw his" form be-
come thin, filmy and transparent. Mo-
ment by moment more thin, filmy and
transparent it grew, till the attenuation
was such that even the outline was
scarcely visible. The hands alone, of
all portions of the body, retained
something of their pristine substanti-
ality.

"He has gone," whispered the pro-
fessor, with subdued excitement. "We
must now gauge the time till we can
reasonably presume that he has ac-
complished his purpose, regaining
his betrothed, and take measures for
their return the return of both, for if
he be without her little would be
gained. She would again, doubtless,
as soon as her lover has left her, be-
come amenable to him who gained do-
minion over her in the absence of her
original lover, and whose supremacy
would be restored."

"But how how" I stammered
"how is this to be accounted for? What
has become of my friend who was seat-
ed there but a moment ago?"

"The simplest thing in the world, my
dear sir," replied the professor, earn-
estly. "You desire to know why your
friend's body has disappeared. Would
you ask the same question had that
body been exposed to intense heat? You
answer, no; because you say that it is a
recognized law of chemistry that the
most refractory substances rock or
metal are first melted and then vola-
tilized by heat. Heat, in effect, expands
and disintegrates the mass, and decol-locat- es

the atoms of every known sub-
stance. The static electricity, with
which that glass bell is charged, is, in
one sense, a correlative of heat, and, in
another, a correlative of the phy sical
energy which we call spirit. Is it won-derf- u),

therefore, that the intense force
with which that bell is laden should
suffice to produce the effects which you
now witness? There is nothing won-
derful, my dear sir,- - in any chemical
process, no matter how apparently in-

comprehensible and inexplicable it may
be. You have seen a solid block of ice
made instantaneously in and projected
from a red-h- ot crucible. Is what is
now being done any more incompre-
hensible than that?

"Say that the human body you lately
saw before you has been volatilized,
resolved into its primary elements, and
then, through the agency of the psychic
power resident within it, has been
transmitted to the spot which that
psychic power had most in view, along
the ordinary telegraph wires which con-
nect us with that spot. Sound waves
can be transmitted in this manner by
the telephone; light waves are amenable
to the same law why, then, should not
this law apply to matter which has been
etherealized to the same degree as light
and sound? It is but carrying the sub-
ject to its legitimate conclusion. But
stay! Hush! Here they come."

As the professor spoke, I became
aware of a dim and shadowy form
shaping itself within the bell. As it
gained shape I discerned, with what
feelings of awe can be imagined, that
there was not one form but two. Slowly
but gradually the dim form assumed a
more bodilv and distinct aspect. I came
in a verv few seconds to realize that
the forms which stood before me in the
bell were those of Gerald Ashley and
his affianced bride, Julia Radcliffe.
There could be no doubt about the
matter. There they stood in distinct
bodily form, but still witn a bewildered,
dreamy look upon them, as though
scarcely awakened from sleep.

"We" have triumphed!" said the pro-
fessor, in low tones, as he mounted on
a chair to .disconnect tne insulated
feeding-wir-e from the rod at the top of
the bell, at the same time motioning
me to do the same for the other wire.
I proceeded to do so as fast as i could,
when suddenly a blinding flash passed
before my eyes, and a report sounded
in my ears like that of a cannon. The
last thing I remember seeing was the
great glass bell with Gerald Ashley
and Julia Radcliffe inside, and Prof.
Vehr standing on a chair beside it, the
whole picture illumined by t&e brilliant
light of an electric flash, and the facade
of Market street distinctly visible
through the windows of the apartment.

A week afterward, when I recovered
sensibility, I ascertained several
things. First, that Prof. Vehr had
left the city, the lessee of the Palace
Hotel vowing that he would never' re-
ceive another scientist, or permit an-
other private wire from the Electric
Lighting Company to enter the build-
ing. Secondly, that Doctor Gerald
Ashley had not been seen since the
eventful night, the strange experiences
of which 1 have just recorded. Third-
ly, that ou tiiat very day Miss Julia
Radciiffe had disappeared from New
Orleans, the last time that she had been
seen being in a certain kiosk
in the Exposition grounds with
a Mr. Arthur Livingstone, though
that gentleman avers that he saw
her approached by some stranger, who
claimed an acquaintanceship with her,
and with whom she disappeared in the
crowd a short time afterward. WTien
Mr. Livingstone was pressed for a de-
scription of the gentleman in question,
Mr. and Mrs. Radcliffe were at once
convinced that it could be no one else
but Dr. Gerald Ashley; and while
sadly recriminating him for such a
hasty and unadvised step as eloping
with their daughter, have no doubt 1

comes expedient to do so.
. As for -- me,. I have ; taken pains- - to

verify the date of the disappearance oi
mxbs piuis oaacime, at jew vrieans,
and find it to be the same day and hour
as Dr. Gerald Ashley's and my own
visit to Prof. Vehr'a apartments, on
the night of the grand explosion at the
raiace Hotel, lhave arrived at a cer
tain conclusion on Hie facts, and con
sider that the most judicious as well as
the most sympathetic course I can pur
sue, under the circumstances, is to
place the foregoing: facts before .-- the
public just as they are; thereby, per
haps, affording that poor solace to the
afflicted which consists in the removal
of an hope of ever seeing
their lost ana loved ones again. Bob- -

ert Duncan Milne, in San Francises
Argonaut.

ON AGRICULTURE.
The Relations of Science and Practice In

the Cfeilingv
Science has been considered by manj

farmers as something that is apt to be
intrusive upon their business, to inter
fere by trying to overthrow by theory
pure and simple, that which the accu
mulated facts of years have proved to
be correct; and thev have looked with
something somewhat akin to suspicion
upon any one who for a moment as
sumes the position of an expositor of
the laws of nature in relation to agri
culture as a means for the better equip--

! ment of the farmer for his business.
Advisers, teachers and critics there
have been ad libitum during the last
few years of agricultural loss. Every
one "who knew a live horse from a
butter-firki-n imagined himself capable
of imparting advice to the farmer.
Each had a remedy to be offered gratis;
but, had they been acquainted with the
real facts of the case, they would have
given more mature consideration to
their various recipes, and would not
have so rashly exposed their ignorance
of the matter. Science does not pre-

tend to offer any of those nostrums,
or, indeed, to deal with any questions
that are without her pale; but she
deals with the practical every-da- y facts
of the farmer's business experience, by
unravelling them, finding out the why
and the wherefore, and then placing
the results of those investigations at
the disposal of the learner. Science is
the why and wherefore, practice is the
when and how of agriculture. If we
bear this vividly in mind, we need have
no fear of their clashing.

It is utterly useless for a man to think
of succeeding in farming with theoreti-
cal knowledge alone; we have seen that
tried and fail. I would far rather back
the practical man without science than
the scientific man without practice; but
the man who combines both would
probably excel either. Practice alone
can enable a man to become a good
judge in buying line stock. The eye
and hand need training to fdetect that
peculiar touch of skin, form of carcass,
and other points that denote breeding,
adaptability to fatten quickly, or, in
breeding animals to see the points in
male and female that need correction,
and hence judicious crossing. But
science will enable a man to go farther.
It will suggest many hereditary pecu-
liarities, also the most suitable foods
for economical fattening, and the value
of the manure made from such feeding
materials. They need both to go hand
in hand for success.

Again, science may show us the
most suitable manures for different
crops, or suggest a certain soil is bar-
ren, or whether the addition of chalk
or lime would not be of benefit. But
practice must sav when to chalk, and
how to get land m suitame conumon
for a seed-be- d for whatever crops may
be intended to be sown; so that here,
again, each has its part in the success-
ful tillage and growth of crops. It is
not chemistry alone that is useful.
Geology, for instance, explains much
to us that otherwise would be most
mysterious; and a knowledge of veter-
inary science is most useful to the farm-
er. I do not mean that he can have all
the appliances or the correct knowl-
edge of the veterinary practitioner; but
he'may know the cause and symptoms
of many diseases, which will lead him
to avoid treating or feeding his stock
in a manner wh.ch he otherwise would
not think about. He would know
somewhat about infection and conta-
gion in disease; and probably, by a
slight knowledge of anatomy in such
cases as hoven. the life of a valuable
cow or ox may be saved, in the case o
the veterinary surgeon being a long
distance away. Or, again, the
symptoms of the disease of
the animal may be, by a
knowledge of veterinary science, sent
to the veterinary surgeon; and he is
then prepared with remedies on his ar-

rival. And I need hardly remind you
that in many cases "delays are danger-
ous." So that the farmer armed with
scientific knowledge of his business

. . i i .imust nave tne auvamage over iue una
who has not this knowledge. Science
in its relation to agriculture is really
the principles upon whichj all the oper-
ations of that pursuit are based. It is
an explanation of the laws of nature
which accompany all the many details
of farming operations; and a funda-
mental knowledge of these principles,
backed up afterward by experience, is
the best way of equipping a young
farmer for his business.

Science has an important relation-shi- p

with agricultural practice in all its
details, from the mechanical science of
arranging whiffletrees so that each
horse pulls his share of weight on a
gang of harrows, to the more compli-
cated study of mixtures of food for fat-
tening cattle or for milch cows. But it
is only by science and practice
working together that we may
expect good results. And this
combination will tend to make
farming more profitable, indirectly; or,
to put it in another way, given a man
with business tact, energy and per-
severance (without which he will not
succeed in anything,) and scientific
training grafted on to practical ex-

perience, if that man does not succeed
in tanning, I don't know where to turn
for a man that will. But as, in all
farming operations, there must be an
outlav at first, so in the matter of
scientific knowledge. It is not to be
picked up in a moment- - There is no
rov al road to learning; it must be pur-
sued step bv step, but the reward at the
end is sure. In conclusion, those who
claim science as a friend and helper will
have no cause ever to regret their
choice, but wUl increasingly value its
aid; while, on the other hand, they will
be able to continually supply valuable
facts for science to solve, the two to-

gether amassing a store of information
that will be of the greatest value to
those who, in their turn, will have to
tread the same path of agricultural in-

dustry. London Agricultural Gazette.
m m

Science says an earthquake occurs
in the United States or Canada once
every twelve days. :

.. --rvueen Victoria, according to an
official announcement, has never eaten
a piece of cake.

number of suicides committed
in front of altars in the Italian basilicas
is largely on the increase.

The second prize for butter at the
Calcutta exhibition was awarded for
sample of American oleomargarine.

innaDitants oi tne Himalaya re
gions eat six meals a day the hazre.
chatie, haiarche, liffin, lunch and din
ner., '

r The German Reichstag will this
winter discuss the abolition of capital
punishment. There is a great deal of
public sentiment in uermany in favor
of the change.

Biastin sr paper is an Austrian in
vention. It is merely a kind of blotting
paper coated with an explosive mix-
ture, cut into strips, rolled into car-
tridge form and fired like gun-powd- er.

The oldest existing business cor
poration in the world is said to be that
of the "Merchant Adventurers o tne
Town and County of Newcastle-upon- -
Tvne, which dates its beginning-t-
charter of King John, granted in 1215

Since Mr. Spurgeon's Stockwell
Orphanage was opened, nine hundred
and twenty-iou-r iatherless' children
have been sheltered and cared for in its
cottage homes. . Each home has its
own family under the direction of its
matron.

Tenderness to dumb animals is at
last beginning to be heard of in Spain.
Both at Cadiz and at Santanda socie
ties have been formed for repressin
acts of inhumanity and raising the gen-
eral tone of the community in relation
to such matters.

When a Thibetan lover parts from
his sweetheart, after calling upon her,
he twirls his cap over his head, bows in
reverence, and then puts out his tongue
to its full length, the latter perform-
ance having the same affectionate sig
nificance as the parting ass between
lovers of other countries.

Dynamite has recently been put to
the odd use of slaughtering cattle at
Islington, near London, by fastening a
small charge between the horns, and
immediatelv upon hearing ot the ex--

fdosion at London Bridge a New
meeting the woman from

whom he had just been divorced, under
the pretense of salutation exploded
dynamite cartridge, blowing both their
heads from the.r bodies.

TVio mrtli that. a. larmi enm nf
money had been offered by the Govern
ment for l.OOO.UUO postage stamps is
said to have arisen in the following
wav: An advertisement appeared in
London, England, . asking charitable
Eeople to send their stamps to a poor

Brighton, who wished to cover
his walls with portraits of her Majesty.
When they should be covered the lad's
education was to be paid for by a
wealthy lunatic. Thousands of stamps
were sent, and then cleaned and sold.
The police broke it up. .

Judge Lynch holds court even in
China. Just outside the grate of Shang
hai recently a son killed his father,
when a solemn conclave of the latter' s
clan hastily met, deliberated for about
five minutes, and then took the parri
cide, bound him hand and foot, and
threw him into a hole previously dug
for the purpose. Mud was thrown into
the hole and the members of the clan
stamped by turns on the grave until it
was level with the ground, and so.
without leaving a mound or any mark
to point out the parricide's grave, the
assembled crowd dispersed.

THE CALLEYS.

How Prisoners Were Formerly Tortured in
the French Galleys.

We suppose the "laudator lemporis
actt will never entirely disappear.
There will always be found those who
will maintain that the former days were
better than the present, and that the
affairs of this world do not move so
smoothly as in old times.

Undoubtedly there may be reason in
such assertions, as in some instances
our davs show a degeneration from
those of our forefathers; the belief in
the overruling providence and good
ness of God, the respect of youth to-

ward old age, the sentiment of obe-
dience to the commands of law, we fear
have lost somewhat of their influence
over the actual generation.

But without stopping to enumerate
the many points in which our own age
has made a decided advance over those
that have preceded it, let us merely re
flect on the position of prisoners and
sailors of the present day as compared
with those when men were condemned

and not alwavs for crimes committed
to the living death of the galleys:
Baras de la Peuve, who served forty

years as an oincer in a galley, tnus
writes m 1713 of tnem:

"Those who enter a galley for the
nrst time are surprised to see so many
souls on board. There are, in fact, in
Europe an infinity of villages which
do not contain so many inhabitants.
But that which cause still more aston-
ishment is to find so many men in so
small a space. It is true that the
freater part have not the liberty to lie

full length. Seven men are
put on each bench; that is, in a space
of about four feet wide by ten in length.
At the prow are to be seen even thirty
sailors, who have no other lodging-plac- e

than the plans des rambades,
which are two spaces of two feet in
length by eighteen wide. From stern
to prow one can see nothing but heads.
The . captain and ., officers are hardly
any better lodged, their only refuge is
the ioop, which, considering its size,
one is tempted to compare with the
tub of Diogenes. When the pitiless wind
fromLybia, sweeping across the Ro-

man beaches, surprised the galleys on
the sea; when the impetuous Aquilon
assailed them, or the Gulf of Lyons de-

livered them to the humid wind of
Svria, the galleys mut have been an
image of hell itself. The mournful la-

mentations and frightful cries of the
crew, the horrible howlings of the
chain-gan- g, the groaning of the vessel's
frame, mingled with the noise of chains
and the roaring of the tempest must
have produced a sentiment of
terror in the most intrepid heart.
Rain, hail, lightning, the habitual
accompaniments of these violent
storms, the waves washing over the
decks, added to the horror of the situa-
tion. Although people are not gener-
ally very devout in the galleys, some
would then be seen praying to God,
while others were offering vows to all
the saints. . Some even, in spite of the
rocking of , the vessel, would try to
make pilgrimages on board! Much
better would it nave been for them not
to forget God and his saints as soon as
the danger was past

"Calm weather itself has its inconven-
iences: , Bad smells are then so offen-

sive that they can not be escaped from,
in spite of the snuff with which you
are obliged, to fill your nose from morn-io- g

to night. There are always on a

JRONTCN. missourl;
AN ODD BIT ABOUT TREES.

Xt .Already Cracked; or, the Tree Iixa-xl- e.

With Answers Appended.
The "tree puzzle" that follows is one of themost Ingenious trifles of tne kind now car-ren- t:

1. Whara the social tree,
ind tne dancinsr tree,a. And the tree tuat is nearest the sea?

4. The dandiest :ree,
6. And the fessabie tree,. And the tree where ships may be?
7. What's the tell-tal- e tree,
8. And the traitor's tree,9. And tbe tree that's the warmest clad?
JO. 1 he languishing tree,

' ' chronologisfs tree,l An 1 the tree that makes one sad?
13. "VTiat"s the emulous tree,
1- - The industrious tree.15. And the tree tnat Will never stand, still?1. The onhealihie-- t tree,
17- - The tiryptmn-plau- e tree,

13. And the tree neither np nor down hill?
19. The contempt lble tree,
20. The mo.--t yielding tree,

21. And the tree tnat bears a curse?
The retld'.sb brown tree,

23. The reddidit blue tree,
24. And tuatree like an Irish nurse?

What is the tree
That makes each townsman flee?

26. And what round itself doth entwine?
27. What's the housewife's tree,
2S. And the fisherman's tree;

23. What by cockneys is turned into wine?

3. What's the tree that got np,
3L And the tree that was lazy,.

32. And the tree that guides ships to so
forth?

S3. The tree that's immortal,
31. The tre-- s that are not,

35. And the tree whose wood faces the
north i

36. The tree in a bottle,
37. The tree in a fo?r.

38. And what each must become ere he's
old?

39. Tne tree of the people,
40-- The traveler's tree.

41. And the sad tree when schoolmaster's
hold?

45. What's the tree that has passed through
the Aery heat,

43. That hulf-- g Ten to doctors when ill?
44. The tree that we offer to friends when we

m-et-

45. An J the tree we may use as a quill?
46. What the tree that la death will benight

you,
4 ,. And the tree that your wants will

supply?
48. And the tree that to travel Invites you.

43. And the tree that forbids you to'die?

ANSWERS.

( Pear, 25. Citron.
f Tea. 28. WooUftine.

2. Hop. 27. liroom.
3. Beech. 2- -. Haaswood.
4. fcpruce. 29. Vine.
5. t Tulip. 3'. iiose.

f lew. Si. i batinwood.
6. Bay. ( Aloe.
7. Peach, 32. (H) elm.
a. Judas. 3i Arbor-vits- a.

. fir. 34. Uyewoods.
10. Pine. 35. Southernwood.
1L late. . Cork.
12. Weeping-willow- . 37. moke-tre- e.

13. Ivy. ( Hazel.
14. Spindle-tree- . 3S. Elder.
15. Caper. 39. Poplar.
in. Sycamore. 40. Wavfaring-tree- .
17. Ixwust. 41. Kirch.

Plane. 42. Ash.
13. Medlar. 43. Coffee.
20. India-rubbe- r. 44. Palm.

Sao palm. 45. Aspen.
21. KiK- - 4i. Deadly nightshade

) Damson. 47. Breadfruit.
52. Chestnut. 4S. orange.
23. Lilac. 4. Olive.
24. Honeysuckle.

Philadelphia Timet.

MODEKN MAGIC.

Prof. Vebx's Wonderful Electrical
Experiment.

"The magic of tbe nineteenth cen-
tury !" I exclaimed. "The term i3 so
variously employed that it becomes
necessary for me to know how you ap-

ply it before we can comprehend each
other exac tly."

-- Well," responded Ashley, "I take
it to mean the production of phenomena
by natural means, which nevertheless
seem supernatural, or beyond the pres
ent scope of applied science.

"As, for instance?" I inquired.
Well, as, for instance, the faculty

of intercommunication between persons
separated by immense distances with-
out the medium, say, of a tangible,
physical telegraphic wire."

Hut, in that case." I remarked,
"and granting, for the sake of argu-
ment, that the intercommunication you
describe might be carried on without
the medium of a wire, how would you
explain it?"

"By supposing." returned Ashley,
'the "existence of a real and actual

medium whereby communications can
be transmuted, though such medium is
imperceptible to our ordinary senses,
and can not be weighed or measured
by ordinary seientilie instructions."
""But what reason have you," I ob-

jected, "for presuming the existence of
any such medium at all?"'

--The very best reason," he answered;
the actual experience of the past."
"You do not mean that you. person-

ally, have communicated with in
short, transmitted messages to, and re-
ceived m.-- s sages from distant persons
without the ue of ordinary telegraphic
wires?" I asked.

"There is nothing so extraordinary in
that. You must surely have witnessed
the application of that law in the case
of clairvoyants and trance mediums."

Ah!" returned I. "But we were not
talking of clairvoyants and trance me-
diums. Phenomena like these can be
referred to a purely mental source. We
were talking, I thought, of a real and
actual medium, which could be proved
to bo such."

"Certainly; proved by results.
that is to say, though the

laws of its working still remain se-
cret," replied my friend.

"I should like to witness such results
myself," I said.

You can do so by coming with me
this evening," replied Ashley.

So it was agreed upon between the
young physician, in whose room I then
twas. and myself, that we shonld meet
again that evening at a certain spot,
and afterward proceed to investigate
the phenomena we had been talking
About.

"And the fair Julia?" I remarked,
inquiringly, changing the subject.

A shade passed over my friend's
countenance as I made this remark.
The lady I had referred to was his be-
trothed, and. it required no great
amount of observation on my part to
rjreeive that in mentioning her name

a tender chord, and so
rforebore to prosecute the subject,
tthough entitled by intimacy with both
.to feel an interest in their mutual rela-tion- s.

It is this very matter which troubles
;me just now," replied my friend un
easily. ' "tier letters latterly nave oeen
'growing less frequent, and 1 fancy I can
.detect , also a change of style. Her
phrases seem less endearing than form-r- y.

It would seem as though a
shadow had sprung up between us.
Ton know how I love tner, and I am
tracked with, apprehension when I think

with their present location.
That is what I do not know.' re

plied Ashley, in tremulous tones.
"They were in New York two weeks
ago, and since then I have had no letter
from Julia, though hitherto she had
never missed a week without writing."

Julia Radcliffe, the affianced bride of
Gerald Ashley, was a charming, sym-
pathetic and impressionable girl" of
nineteen summers, the only daughter
of one of San Francisco's representa-
tive business men, who had been travel
ing with his family, and was now on
his return home. "Knowing the extent
of my friend's affection for the lady, I
felt sincere sympathy for him in "his
present condition.

Presently an idea struck me. Why
should not my friend make use of the
mode of communication he had jnst
been explaining to me, and thus obtain
the information he stood so sadly in
need of? If it really possessed the vir-
tue he expressed such confidence in,
surely the present was the time to prove
it, and I immediately made the sugges
tion.

"The very thing I had in my mind,"
he returned, in answer to my observa-
tion, "when I asked you to accompany
me this evening. Prof. Vehr is no or-
dinary scientist, I assure you. Some
of th phenomena he produces are of
the most extraordinary and startling
character."

"Prof. Vehr!" I exclaimed, in sur-
prise. "Do you mean Prof. Vehr, of
the Palace Hotel? 1 have already wit-
nessed some of his remarkable experi-
ments," recalling an episode in which
a magic mirror had figured, some few
months before. "I will willingly ac-
company you."

Two hours later found us in the
rrofessor's apartments in the Palace

we were cordially wel-
comed.

"You have repeated your visit," he
said, "with a view to further investi-
gate the occult. Good. I shall be
happy to obi ge you the more so as I
have myself been pursuing the investi-
gations, and have arrived at even more
subtile elucidations of the energies con-
served in the fluid we call electricity
than tho-- e which you witnessed in the
ca-- e of the mirror. There this phe-
nomenon was eontinedjto the reproduc-
tion of optical effects, with a certain
reaction on the substantial forms of
which the figure on the mirror were
the simulacra. Now I am able to ex-

ert an actual physical control over the
voices as well as the minds of distant
persons themselves, so as, if necessary,
to even transport them from place to
place."

I was struck with the last observation
of the professor, and with the resem-
blance of its claim to that of the adepts
of the Oriental Theosophy, and so inti-
mated.

'It is quite true," he said, "that this
formulation of the energy I have just
hinted at is, in effect, the same as that
controlled by the Tiieosophists. It
may be, also, that, in one sense, they
have arrived at that more complete
mastery over nature where the mere
effort of mind and will is able to pro
duce effects which I can only obtain in
natural corollaries of laws "whic h the
world at large possesses. Still, even
granting that such is the case, my
mode of procedure for obtaining my
results does not entail those penalties for
their abue to which explorers into the
realms of the occult under purely phy-
sical conditions are exposed. There
are, however, penalties equally terri-
ble for a failure to observe the substan-
tial conditions of scientific law penal-
ties which threaten absolute annihila-
tion of individual identity, so far as the
material person or ego can be annihi-
lated" and so savinsr, the professor
turned toward the alcove which had
been the scene of the experiment with
the mirror.

It can readily be conceived that,
while impressed with the deliberate
enunciation and careful phraseology of
the professor, I was somewhat at a loss
to trace their application to a pheno-
menon which I had not yet witnessed,
strongly tinctured as they were with
that transcendental flavor which, while
it whets the curiosity, tends rather to
obscure than elucidate the subject on
which it treats. I was not, therefore,
sorry when I saw that our host was
busying himself with the arrangement
of some apparatus in the alcove, to
which Ashley and myself now directed
our attention, and waited.

The object which particularly arrest-
ed our attention was an immense glass
bell, of something the shape and size of
a diving-bel- l, which occupied the center
of the alcove. This bell rested, in an
inverted position, upon a solid slab of
plate-glas- s, touching its edges upon
every side. It reminded one, shall I
say, of the receiver of a gigantic air-pu-

more than anything else. The
capacitj-- of this immense bell was, evi-
dently, many hundred gallons, being,
as nearly as I can judge, some five feet
high by as many in diameter. Another
peculiarity which I noted was that it
was coated, to a height of about two
feet from its base, with some shining
opaque metallic substance; and as a
metal rod depended from its apex about
the same distance into its interior, while
its upper end projected about a foot
above the belL I had no difficulty in
connecting the apparatus before me
with some branch of electricity, as the
whole bore a marked resemblance toJ. i i i . . - . ,
tne Known cnaracienstics oi a Lieyaen
jar that reservoir of static electricity
whose scientific qualities are too well
known to require further description.
One other feature was deserving of no-
tice namely, that through one side of
the bell projected the ends of what
looked like ordinary telegraphic wires,
terminating in those metal handles
with which all who have experimented
with the induction coil shock battery
are familiar.

The professor walked leisurely round
the bell, inspecting the metallic coating
minutely, as likewise the wires which
projected through the sides. Having
apparently satisfied himself of the fit-

ness of the apparatus before him, he
turned to Ashley and said:

"I received vour letter reardine- - the
lady, and shall be happy to assist you,
so far as i can, in your search for in-
formation, and perhaps in a still more
hazardous experiment, if it becomes nec
essary, and. u you have courage enough
to undertake it. I he nrst step, how
ever, will be ascertain the lady s pres-
ent position and surroundings."

So saving the professor led the wav
to the glass bell, which he proceeded
to raise from the floor, by means of a
rope passing round a drum and through
a pulley overhead. After raising it
about four feet, he kept it in position
by adjusting a ratchet on the drum,
and, placing a chair upon the glass
slab, requested Ashley to seat himself
thereon. Ashley did so, and the pro

stands at the stern, near the captain,
to receive his orders. There- - are two "

CAna iiAmitjiflMlft in tll Tni1ll4t tliA
other at the prow. Each is armed with
a whip, which is applied to the naked

tain gives orders to weigh, the comitet
irircc fVio ciam&l with A. silver whistlft
that hangs From h;s neck. This signal
is repeated by the sous-comii- es, ana
immediately the slaves beat the water
with their oars together; you would
say that the fifty oars were but oneJ
Imagine six men chained to a bench,
naked as when they were born, one foot
on the rest, the other on the bench in
front, holding in their hands an oar of
enormous weight, stretching their bod-
ies toward the stern of the galley, their
arms extended so as to push their oar
above the backs of the rowers before
them, who themselves take the same
attitude. The oar being thus advanced,
they raise the end they hold so as to
plunge the other in the sea; this done.
they throw themselves bacE ana iaii ou
their seat, which bends beneath their
weight. The galley slave thus rows
sometimes ten, twelve, and even twenty
hours in succession without a single
stop. On such occasions the comite
would thrust a piece of bread soaked in
wine cto the mouths of the poor oars--.

men to prevent their fainting. Then
the Captain would command the comite
to redouble his blows. If one of the.
poor wretches leii exnaustea over nts
oar, which frequently happened, he
was flogged until he was supposed to
be dead, and then cast into the sea
without ceremony."

What an idea of human misery and
sufferins does the foregoing picture
convey! Boston Transcript.

THE WITCHING WEED.

Something About the History of Chewing :

and Smoking. '

Cigars were not known until about
1815. Previous to that time pipes were :

used exclusively.
Chewing had been in vogue to a lim

ited"extent for some tune, while snuff--.

In f dates back almost as far as smok
ing.

The first package sent to Catherine
de Medici was in fine powder. She
found that smelling it in the box af
fected her similarly to 6moking, which
led her to fill one of her smelling bot
tles with the dust. Her courtiers
adopted the habit of snuffing small por
tions of it up the nostrils, and as the
precious stuff became more plentiful
the snuffing naoit Decame more gen
eral, until at last a man or woman was
not considered as in proper form unless
they snuffed.

The custom became so common in
England that a snuff-bo-x was no longer
a sign of rank. Then it was the law
prohibiting the culture of the plant,
except for medicine, was passed. About
the same time a heavy tariff was placed
on the imported arucie, mereuy prac-
tically placing it beyond the reach of
the common herd and giving royalty a
complete monopoly.

Since it nrst began to De used as &

uxury there have been conflicting opin- - .

ions in regard to its effects. The Ho- -'

mish Church once forbade its use, and
the Church of England declaimed
ajrainst it.

The vvesieys opposed it nouy, ana at
one time it was considered so unclean
as to unfit men for membership in the
Methodist Church.

Baptist and Presbyterian ministers
preached against it, and societies were
organized to oppose the spread of the
habit, but an to no purpose. rarents
disowned and disinherited their chu-dre- n

because they used it, and hus
bands divorced their wives on account
of their having contracted the habit of
smoking.

It is singular that when women get .

into the habit of smoking a pipe they
prefer a strong one.

There are few men who nave nerve .

enough to smoke a pipe such as a worn- - -

an likes wnen sne nas oecome a con---
firmed smoker. When they first begin ;

puffing cigars they prefer them very
mild, but it is not long until they want '

them black and strong and lots olf
them. Pittsburgh Dispatch.

Growth of Mormonism.

Mormonism is adapted to the in
tellectual capacities of the masses, tha
multitude of the ignorant and poor.
the wretched, the 'pariahs of society.
To these are offered just what they are
sure always to hunger for, bold as--
umption and boundless assertion, great

show of authority, these helping; to
certitude in faith; salvation by forms,
by the legerdemain of rite, the hocus-poc-us

of initiating and anointing; lit-
eral interpretation of the Scriptures.:
and profuse quotations of texts, and
specially such as are set in the- - poetical
anH nhiunn diction, of the DrODhetB.
The same minds delight in prodigies.'

Quod ignotum, pro mmjico. JLhe
more mysterious . the more true, ihe
secrecy, too, oi tne enaowmonts nas a
charm, and as well the offices and titles
which each one may possess. Of such
gewgaws and tinsel this church has un-
limited store. And who is not flattered
bv the assurance that he is of the few
wise and blessed of the race, that the.
many outside his coterie are foolish and;
doomed? No doubt, also, by setting
the standard of morality so lamentabrr
low, and offering salvation to theworst
on such easy terms as external obedi-
ence and service, thousands have been
captured and held. The promise too,
of land is a lure to many. Bibtiotheca
Sacra.

There is now a growinff tendency
among juveniles for Shotland ponies,
an much so that several hrivdert have
gone into the bminessof raising; them
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similar piece of tubinsr. the end of
which, by stand. Dg on a chair, be con-
nected with the end of the rod which
projected upward, from the apex of the
bell. I noticed that these latter India-rubber-coat- ed

wires ran out into the
street like the simple telegraph wires
first mentioned. I noticed, too, that
they looked peculiarly similar to the
rubber-coate- d wires used for conveying
the fluid which feeds the electric lights
in streets and public building.

'It is now," said the professor, de-

scending from his chair, after attaching
the second wire to the rod it the top
of the bell, "that the nicety of our ex-

periment comes in. I have had these
insulated wires, from the works of the
Electric Lighting Company, brought
into my apartments in order to save
time and trouble in chang ng my bell,
an operat.on tedious to accomplish by
generating electricity by a plate appar-
atus in the ordinary manner. Still, the
great speed and force with which
the fluid is generated and
transmitted through these wires
necessitates extreme care in
manipulation. A degree too much
in tension might be productive of the
most serious consequences to any one
confined inside. Still, there is no fear
in the first stage of the experiment, and
none, if strict care is taken, in the sec-

ond." So saying, the professor ap-

proached the bell with an electrometer,
and presently, after disconnecting the
rubber-coate- d wires therefrom, return-
ing them carefully to their respective
insulators. .

It was now apparent that while we
were conversing Ashley had closed his
eyes, and was now reclining back in
his chair, seemingly in deep sleep, his
hands still clasping the handles of the
telegraph-wire- s that ran into the inte-
rior of the bell.

"That is the effect of a moderately
strong charge of static electricity in the
human frame," explained the professor.
"It induces a highly wrought condition
of the nerves, which in their tarn act
upon the ganglion of the brain; that, in
its turn, reaching again, through the
duplex series of nerves, upon the wire
held in the left hand, which brings the
holder into communication with what-
ever object enthrals his attention at the
time of trance. The experiment is, in
effect, clairvoyance reduced to an art,
the mesmeric trance accomplished by
scientific means and conditioned by the
recognized and accepted laws of elec-
trical science. Your friend is now, as
I verily believe, in direct spiritual com-
munication with her who is dearest to
his heart the last object that held pos-
session ot his soul before the mesmeric-electri- c

trance overtook him. I will
put myself in communication with him
and ascertain."

The professor then walked around to
the side of the bell where the wires en-
tered the glass, and applied the fore-
finger of either hand to the orifice?. As
he did so, Ashley gave a visible start.
His eye, however, still remained
closed.

"Have you seen her?" asked the
professor, in deliberate tones, bending
his spectacled eyes . upon Ashley.
"Where is she? What do you see?"

"I see a vast building a collection
of vast buildings. I see throngs of
people, gayly dressed, --walking in and
out of them, and parad ng the beauti-
ful grounds which surround them. It
reminds me of the Centennial Exposi- -

r.r ireHUM Ul i J.
"He is evidently in New Orleans,"

observed the professor to me. "I have
no question that Miss Radcliffe is
there. Do vou see the ladv?" he con
tinued, addressing my friend.

"Ha! There!'" responded Ashley with
animation: "There is Julia with her
father and mother, and stay! there is
another there a tall, handsome man,
who has just approached the party. He
takes off h:s hat and bows. He steps
to Julia's side. She shrinks a little as
he approaches. Mr. and Mrs. Rad-
cliffe smile as he proffers his arm.
They walk on. He is bending over
Julia and conversing in low, passion-
ate tones. He is telling her that he
loves her. She listens to him as in a
dream. He presses his suit more ve-
hemently. They have left or lost her
father and mother in the crowd. They
are now alone in a little Moorish kiosk.
He bends down and kisses her, and
though she shudders she does not move
away. Merciful heavens!'' and with a
start Gerald Ashley awoke.

The professor eyed him calmly.
"Are you satisfied?" he said.
Great beads of perspiration were

standing on Ashley's brow. He looked
the picture of agony and apprehension.

"You have been there in spirit," said
the Professor. "You know and appre-
ciate the position your life is in. Would
you regain her? Would you save her to
yourself? Do you dare to appear beside
her in bodily form, and bring her back
with you here, wresting her from the
new lover who has gained dominion
over her, and whom, if you hesitate
now, you will be in a very short time
powerless to rival? Do 3ou trust to my
art? Believe me, I sympathize with
you. and will help you if I can," and
the Professor looked calmly and stead-il- v

into the eyes of the mau inside the
bell.

"I am willing to encounter any risk,"
responded Ashley, "to regain the love
of my betrothed. What must I do?"

"Smplv retain your clasp upon the
handles,' said the professor, calmly.
"Keep your attention fixed, as hereto-
fore, and you will presently be in the
kiosk of the New Orleans Exposition,
not in spirit as you were a minute ago,
but in actual, physical body. When
you find yourself "there. I leave it to
yourself to regain the affections of your
betrothed. Leave it to me to bring
you both here. Be careful, though,
not to loosen your clasp on her hand
when the wire sounds the call to re
turn. Go, and fortune attend you.'


