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FOREIGN GOSSIP.
on of Berlin,

—The populati accord-
to the census just completed, is 1,-
31 vm‘

—London has a hamane institution, a
home for lost and starving dogs, where
as many as 900 dogs enter in six days.

—Russia has 33,400 doctors, of whom
880 are women. The dentists number
but 500, and the pharmacists 2,000.

—A husband and wife at Leipsie,
named Zillack, recently announced to
their friends through the columns of the
Tageblall that a girl—their twenty-ninth
child—had been born to them.

—Last year there were 194,723 acres
of fruit orchards in Great Britain. This
year the area has increased to 197,532
acres. Last {ear 52,975 acres were de-
voted to market dens. There age
now 59,473 acres ﬁz\foted to this pur-

—It would secem that Nutfield, near
Redhill, Eng., is the most healthy spot
in the world, as the rector has an-
nounced that, with a population of 1,200,
only one mule died last year, and he was
eighty-cight years old.

—A girl who was bitten by a mad dog
and subsequently inoculated by Dr. Pas-
teur has t*lr-.tl of rabies. Dr. Pasteur
explains that thirty-six days having
elapsed before she was inoculated, the
period of incubation had expired, and
the treatment was therefore too late.

—The outrageous inequality of sen-
tences in England has given rise to the
suggestion that a Board of Revision,
consisting of retired Judges, should meet
once a week, and submit their report to
the Home Sceretary monthly of cases in
which they deem interference desirable.

—That was a strange error in the Daily
News report of Mr. Gladstone’s West
Calder speech. The allusion to the Lau-
reate's contemptuous phrase for present-
day politics, “Lies upon this side, lies
upon that side,” was converted by the
<ompositor into “He's upon this side,
he’s upon that side.”

—That the Duke of Cumberland is in
something more than easy cirenmstances
may be Ftthurcd from the fact that the
rold and silver plate which he has in-

erited from the late King of Hanover
and the Duke of Brunswick weighs ap-
ward of eight tons!

—There are no less than four Queens
of Spain now living— Isabella, mother of
the late Alfonso; Amelia, wife of ex-
King Amedeus, of Savoy, mother of the
present King of Italy, who was for two
years King of Spain, and resigned in dis-
gust; Christina, widow of the late King
Alionso, and Mercedes, the present
Queen, five vears old.

—The state coaches of the Lord Mayor
of London and of Queen Victoria are
nearly coeval.  The latter dates from
1762, the third year of George ITIL. It
was about 1712 that the Lord Mayor first
used a state coach, on November 9th.
The first coach lasted till 1757, when the
one now in use was built by subseription
and prescnted to him. It is very simi-
lar to the Queen’'s.
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UNDER TWO FLAGS.

A Pathetic Story of a Young Soldier Who
Served in Both the Union and Confed-
erate Armies.

‘The civil war was such a big thing, it
lasted so long, and covered such a vast
expause of territory, that it was an easy
matter for a man to fight in both ar-
mies, and escape detection and punish-
ment as a deserter. A few months be-
fore Georgia seceded a bright young
New Englander settled in one of our
country towns. His Northern birth
cansed him to be suspected, and on this
account he was probably more out-
spoken in the expression of secession
scutiments than he wonld have been #n-
der other circumstances. The State
went out of the Union, the trouble com-
menced in earnest, and volunteer com-
panies began to orgnnize and go to the
front. Ounr New England friend felt
that the pressure of public opinion was
too strong to be withstood. It was hard
to fight his own people, but if he did
not become a Confederate soldier, the
people were liable in some hour of mad
excitement to lynch him. So he donned
a suit of gray and trudged off to Vir-
ginia with a musket on his shoulder.

The wnwilling volunteer stood camp
life very well.  He bore his part man-
fully in many a skirmish agd battle, and
in the course of time was made a licu-
tenant. He ecame very near going
through the war without a spot on his
record, but in a fatal moment he yielded
to temptation and disgraced himself and
his uniform.

it was a cold wet day in April, 1865.
Tihi: Lientenant had become separated
from his command on the march. He
losi his way and threw himself on the
wet ground completely worn out. His
physieal wenkness depressed his mind,
aud he gave himself up to a fit of de-
spondency. A flood of bitter thoughts
rushed over him. Why should he, an
alien, risk his life in defense of a people
who hated him. Why should he strug-
gic on, he knew not how many years
longer, lighting againsthis kinsmen and
friends! Following an impulse which
seemed irresistible, he rose to his feet
and sel bis face in the direction of the
Federal lines. Before nightfall he was
in the camp of the enemy.

The poor fellow told his story after-
waurid with mournful pathos. e said
thai  the Federals wanted to treat
hiv: as a spy. When they refused
to believe his tale of desertion he of-
ferod lo volunteer as a proof of his

ood faith. The offer was aceepted.

i sot into a blue wuniform, and
fousdd himself once more in active
service. Two days later General Lee
surrendered at Appomattox. In an-
other month the deserter was mustered
out.

The man was in a quandary. He
dared not go back to his New England
howe, The people there all knew that
ho had been in the Confederate army.
On ii:c other hand he could not go to
Georzia, where he would be denounced
and dospised as a deserter. He drifted
to Boston, and there he narrowly es-
caped getting into prison. His tongue
got him into the trouble. He remarked
to a lady at his boarding-house that
he would rather lie in an honored
Conicderate grave down in Dixie
than own half of Boston. The lady
was  furious. She reported the con-
vorsation to the Provost Marshal, and
that officer sent a file of men to march
the deserter to his office. The unfortu-
nuate man unbosomed himself to the
H:a-shal. concealing nothing. He ad-
mitted using the lan reported, and
said tlm:l i!il;legmwd ) mt?.ed ti.;lt?d
If he ha out against temptation
two days longer, he could have returqed
to Georgia with a proud record as a tried
and true Confederate. As it was he felt
himself an outeast, with no country, no
flag, no comrades, no but a blasted
character. The Provost hal was a

sensible man. He listened in silence,

gave his %l;liaoner a cigar and said* ““You

may go,

more.”’
Sometimes this follower of the two

fiags passes through Georgia on a busi-

t don't talk that wa7 any

mess trip. He never hunts up any of his
old ex-Confederate comrades. Occasion-
ally he finds himself in a crowd where
they are all te]lingf‘ WAar reminiscences.
As soon as he can he quietly retires. He
has no war stories to tell.” During re-
cent years this man has done fairly well
in a business way. But prosperity does
not satisfy him. He seems to be under
the shadow of that disgraceful April day
in '65. He is almost a monomaniac on
this subject, and to-day he would give
up his life, his family and everything if
he could be resting in one of the graves
in our cemetery under the shadow of the
Confederate monument. What an in-
tolerable torture such an existence must
be!—Atlantia (Ga.) Constituiion.

LONDON STREET LIFE.

Some

Aspeects and Features Pecualiar to
the English Metropolis.

London has, im addition to its police
and fire brigade, a third foree of officials
controlled by the city. This is the
“shoeblack brigade.” It is a set of
boys almost grown to .manhood, who
are regularly licensed by the city to
black boots on the public streets, and I
believe they have a monopoly of this
business. They are all uniformed in
bright searlet jackets, and are a very
respectable brigade. It is a pity this
English feature was not sent across to
Ameriea years ago in place of the Eng-
lish sparrow brigade, which has be-
come such a pest all over the north of
the United States. Strange as it seems
to an American, the pestiferous English

sparrow is still beloved in his na-
tive home, and right in the heart
of London are thousands of the
little  birds. Common pigeons

abound in London also. There is a res-
idence in Ely Place, half a mile from St.
Paul’s Cathedral, where the pigeons
flock daily for food, which is given them
by a bird-loving lady. The pigeons are
Fublic property, but they know their
riend, and it is interesting to watch
them while feeding from her hands. It
seems as though there must be ‘‘mil-
lions" of them (according to Colonel
Sellers), and they fly around the lady,
urun her shoulders and head, until they
almost hide her from view. It is im-
possible for her to keep them out of the

them: and often she has to
out by the armload. The feeding of the
pizecns at Ely Place has become so well
known to Londoners
sometimes hundreds of people assemble
to witness it.

The strects of London (exeept in the

twenty inside. At the rear a winding
stairway leads up to the roof, where
there are seats to accommodate about
fifteen or sixteen people. These are oc-
cupied by ladies as well as gentlemen.
Two strong horses have no difficulty in
pulling this great load over the smoothly
cemented thoroushfares. I find the
same thing in Paris also, but here it is
even larger than in London. The Ameri-
can rule of the highway: *Keep to the
right,"' is sometimes reversed, and in
England the song is then: “Ever tothe
left, boys; ever to the left.”

Hacks waiting for customers do not
stand by the curb, but are drawn up in

such as Holborn or High Holborn
streets  (pronounced “O'b'n"  and,
“lob'n”’ by the Londoner), the Strand
or Regent Street. In the center of the
carriageway also are large ornamental
ras-posts, protected from vehicles by
posts set in at a radius of about four
feet. These form a sort of oasis in the
midst of the street, and make con-

by vehicles while attempting to cross
the streets. In each of these midway
onses is a policeman, whose duty it is to
see that all vehicles going south keep on
one side and all going north on the
other side of this ti\'itﬁng line.—Lon-
don Cor. Charleston News.
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METEORS IN AMERICA.

Three Remarkable Brilllant Fire Balls Ob-
served in the United States.

On the evening of December 2, 1876,
at about eight o'clock, there was seen in
Kansas a bright fire ball, which rose in
the western sky near where the moon
then was. It erossed the heavens ap-
parcntly near the center of the State, its
flight to the horizon appearing to ob-
servers to last about a minute. The
same meteor was seen to pass similarly
from west-southwest to east-northeast
by observers in many States from Ne-
braska to West Virginia, and from Mis-
souri to Wisconsin.  Near the metcor’s
path, four or five minutes after its pass-
age, loud explosions were heard, ve-
sembling distant cannonading, or noises
like the rattling of empty wagons over
stony roads.  So loud were the noises
that people and animals were frightencd.
The explosions were heard east of
the Mississippi everywhere within sixty
miles of the estimateid path of the
meteor, and at Bloomington, Ind., one
hundred and fifty miles distant, sounds
were noted which were supposed to come
from the meteor. Over Central Illinois
the meteor broke into fragments like an
exploding rocket, and over Indiana and
Ohio it formed a flock or cluster of me-
teors computed {o be forty mileslong and
five miles broad. The sky over New
York was overcast, but from many
places in the State came accounts of rat-
tling of houses, thundering noise, and
other such phenomena, which, at the
time, were attributed to an earthquake.
At one place in Northern Indiana a
farmer heard a heavy thud, and found
beneath the snow the next morning a
strange stone weighing three-garters of
apound. By putting together the vari-
ous accounts of observers it appears that
the meteor was first seen near the north-
west corner of Indian Territory, at an
elevation of frcm sixty to one hundred
miles above the earth’s surface. Thence
it traveled to a point over Central New
York in about two minutes, approach-
ing the earth all the while.

A similar meteor was seen on the
evening of July 20, 1860, in New
York, Pennsylvania and New England.
The light was so vivid that thousands
of persons left their houses to see it.
Its velocity was computed at from
ten to twelve miles per second—fifty
times the velocity of sound. This me-
teor disappeared from sight over the At-
lantic Ocean.

Early in the last century a brilliant
meteor was seen in New York City. A
worthy citizen of that day chyonicles

" 3

how he was ‘sitting on ye stooY in
Maiden Lane, at about eight o'clock,
when a ‘*Meteor or Starr Shott Across

ye Hemysphere,”” making so brilliant
a light that, although the night was v
dark, “‘all Objects in ye Street ap

very visible."’—Chicago Times.

—Base ball will be played at n?ht.elg
n

electric light, on Staten Islan
summer.—N. ¥. Sun.

line in the middle of the widest streets, |

venient retreats for persons hemmed in |

sack containg the grain which she feeds |
lift them |

suburbs) are not cut up with ear tracks, |
but in place of street cars they have a |
kind of two-story omnibus—larger than |
the American omuibus, and not quite so |
wide as a street car. It will hold at least |

i

| terior a moderate number of companies
that scores and |

THE NATIONAL GUARD.

The Late General McClellan's Idea Con-
cerning the Organization and Mainten-
ance of Militia Companies.

It is perfectly practicable, under a
proper system, to form in time of peace
National Guard regiments of infantry
capaple of becoming thoroughly eflicient
after a short term of field service, and
competent to render effectual co-opera-
tion with the regulars in war.

There is no reason why the organized
militia should not readily be placed in
condition to quell all riots and local dis-
turbances, even where they have reached
the stage of incipient organized re-
bellion, and they should be fally able to
do this work withont any aid whatever
from the regular army, which neced
then be called upon only to protect the
property of the general Government.

It is a fact that in this country the mere
presence of a handful of regulars has
always sufliced to prevent or quell riots
without the necessity of firing upon the
mob. This has arisen from the fact that
it is well known that the rvegulars are
under thorongh diseipline, and will un-
hesitatingly obey any order to fire, and
that when they fire it will be upon the
mob, and not over their heads.

The National Guards will accomplish
recisely the same results wherever it is
cnown that their diseipline and espré

de corps are such as to insure their
prompt and effective obedience of any
orders received, and to outweigh any
personal sympathy of any of their mem-
bers with individuals in the mob. This
is doubtless the case now with many of
the regiments throughout the country, |
and there is no reason why it should not
be the case with all, and that all should
preserve, at the moment of action, that
steady bearing, profound silence, and
complete indifference to danzer which
are so impressive and conclusive when
dealing with an angry and excited moM.
In brief, I would propose that the mass
of the active militia, or National Guard,
should be organized and instructed asin-
fantry; that they should be furnished
with an adequate supply of machine and
field guns, drawn by hand, for use in
cities, to be manned by detachments
specially detailed; that in the distriets
near sea-coast defenses a suflicient num-
ber of regiments should be  designated
and instrueted as heavy artillerists; and
that at suitable points in the remote in-

of mounted men should be organized to
co-operate with the regulars against the
Indians in the event of a sudden emer-
geney.

As the existence of a trustworthy
force of the National Guard is impor-
tant to the country at large, as well as
to the individual States, it is only just
that the general Government should as-
sume its fair shave of the expense.

This ean best be done in the form of
arms, ammunition, clothing, camp and
garrison equipage, ete.—in order to in-
sure uniformity of equipment and nrmna-
ment—and also probably in the issue of
rations, and even of pay under certain
circumstances.  And this assistance
should be apportioned among the States,
not in the ratio of population, but ac-
cording to the numbers of effective mil-
itia actunally on foot in each State; more-
over, the actual number thus to be aided
should be apportioned according to the
necessities of the case.

For example, the organization of
heavy artillery should be confined to
the States on and adjacent to the sea-
board and lake frontier, within whose
limits permanent fortilications exist, or
where temporary batteries armed with
heavy guns must certainly be erected in
the event of foreign war; moreover, the
strength of these organizations should
be greatest in the States nearest our
most extensive and important sea-coust
defenses. for instanee, the harbor of New
York.

On the same principle, the infantry
organizations should be relatively the
strongest in the States most liable to
foreign attack, or where large manufac-
turing and mining establishments most
abound, as these, and not the agricul-
tural regions, are probable centers of
domestic distuarbance.

While it is very desirable to organize
a certain portion of the National Guard
in the agricultural distriets, it has never
been found easy to do so, on account of
the difficulty of bringing the men to-
eether, and the lack of proper facilities,
but it is probably practicable to lessen
these difliculties by granting additional
pecuniary aid, at least in the smaller
towns where the troublesome clements
are not present, or at least in a very
small proportion.

But the essential condition at the
foundation of the whole matter is the
establishment of good discipline and
esprit de corps; for with the existence of
these elements the National Guard can
be relied upon to do its duty in the
maintenanee of law and order, withont
regard to personal s[vmpathics. and that |
this ecan be brought about I do not
doubt.

In preparing legislation, whether by
the general Government or States, to
earry out these purposes, it should
never be forgotten that theose who
enter the National Guard necessari-
Iy give to the public a great deal of
their time, and that with those who
form the vast majority of the National
Guard time is a matter of the greatest
value, and that, having made this most
important contribution to the public
service, they should be relieved from
any direct pecuniary demands. Their
arms, equipments, uniforms, armories,
ete., should be furnished free of cose, |
and when they are called out during
working-hours, whether for duty or
instruction, ~ther than mere parades
for their own gratification, they should
receive fair compensation, and all nec-
essary expenses for their subsistence
and transportation should be paid. An
eftficient National Guardis not a luxury,
but a necessity, and the public can well
afford to meet the cost, provided it is
kept ivithin just limits, and expended

wisely and honestly.—George B. Moe-
Clellan, in Harper's Magazine.

THAT SAUSAGE.
A Worthy Dominee's Inexpressible on-

sternation and Chagrin.

A clergyman in a Southern State was
an his way to preach a funeral ser-
mon. As he was passing the house of
a widow lady, a member of his congre-
gation, she ran out and stopped him,
saying, as they had just slaughtered
their hogs, she had put up a few pounds
of sausage as a present, adding that, as
she had put it in double paper packets,
she thought it would not soil his clothes.
He thanked her earnestly for her kind-

ness, and rode on, having put the par-
cel in his pocket.

All the time he was officiating at wne
grave a large, hali-starved hound kept
snuffing around him,

roaching alarmingly near, attracted
Ey the scent of the fresh meat. As the
deceased wasa nmran of some prominence,
there was a considerable crowd collected,

snd great mourning and lamentation
came from the family group; so no one

sometimes ap- |

|

|
|

paid any attention to the movements of
the animal, but all noticed with con-
cern—for he was beloved by his congre-
gation—the great pallor of the elergy-
man, and the beads of perspiration
standing upon his brow, and they be-
Ea.n to whisper to each other that Mr.

—— must be ill.

After the interment they all proceeded
to the church, where the?mera.l sermon
was to be preached. Just before enter-
ing, Mr. H— turned round to ascertain
the whereabouts of his tormentor, when
lo! there he was, not far from him, but
the ecrowd prevented him from ap-
proaching too closely. Just at this mo-
ment some one gave thé poor creature
a cruel kick, which sent him off howl-
ing. When the minister “reached his
pulpit—one of those old-fashioned af-
fairs ascended by a short, steep flight of
steps—he breathed more freely. He
was just about to commenee his duties
when the sexton, a good old man, cume
noiselessly up the steps with a slip of
paper in his hand, which he wished to
give to the minister, but who was unno-
ticed by that gentleman, though seen by
all the congregation. He gently
twitched his coat to attraet his atten-
tion. A thrill of horror passed over the
unhappy preacher at the dreadful
thonght that the dog had entered unseen
in the erowd, and was now about to
take foreible possession of the sausage
before the whole assembly; so, hoping
to drive him away, he kicked back can-
tiously, but vigorously, and struek the
old man in the breast. who rolled down
the steps.,

Sceine the look of surprise and alarm
on the faces of the audience, he stam-
mered out, with erimson face: I must
explain to you, my brethren, what must
seem my intemperate conduet. A friend
came out to me, as I was passing the
house, with a small package of saunsage
for me to earry home in my pocket; but
ever sinee I dismounted from my horse
this old dog"—pointing behind to the
prostrate sexton, but without looking
round—-+*‘has been following me, and at
length eame into the pulpit, and has
been tugeing at my coat, determined to
get the sausage from my pocket.”

At this moment the sexton, a little
stunned and a little hurt, arose from the
floor, and the minister at a glance took
it all in, stared wildly at him, took a
drink of water, turned very pale, and
sat down, overwhelmed with consterna-
tion.— Editor's  Drawer, in Iurper's
Magazine.
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HUNTING AND HUNTED.

Revengelal Bees and Their Attacks Upon
Ostirich Hunters.

It is a common thing for the people
of South Afriea to have tame ostriclies
with the rest of their poultry and live
stock. A recent traveler had an oppor-
tunity of witnessinz what the Scotch
call a **flitling,”” or the removal of sev-
eral families from one district of the
country to another, and he noted that
these ostriches had a very quaint and
unusual effeet—something to  which
European eyes are quite unacenstomed,
whether in reality or pieture. These
strange birds generally stalked at the
head of the procession, and appeared to
be on most exeellent terms with all the
domestic animals. Oceasionally one
would deviate to the richt or left of the
track to peck 1 mouthful of grass, but
as soon as the driver would leave the
rond and shout at it, it would imme-
diately fall into its proper place and
march forward with the most demure
gravity, 4s if to be giilty of an infringe-
ment of rules was the last thing it would
think of.

Ostriches always have an  intensel
stupid look, but they are not nearly such
fnuL as the uninitiated would take them
for; and although the most timid ecrea-
tures on the earth when in a state of na-
ture, yet in captivity, or when domesti-
cated, they are bold and dangerous.
They will attack horse or rider indis-
criminately, walking up to the object of
their indignation with a quiet, measured
stride, never evineing for a1 moment the
slightest evidence of hostility, in fact,
looking such fools that no one would
imagine them capable of inimieal ideas,
when with a gquick movement, done with
oreat strength and veloeity, they raise
their foot and strike forward, the edges
of the toes being so sharp that they will
eut one’s clothes the whole length of the
stroke. As they are too valuable to be
knocked on the head, perhaps one turns
to run from them, but their s‘liu_-ml is
such that an attempt thus to elude them
is uscless. The only plan to be pur-
suedd i3 to throw yourseH down,
and lie still on your face or back.
They can not kick you in these posi-
tions, but they will jump on you, and
trample all over yon. While this opera-
tion is going on, you may cive vent to

your feelings, amd satisfy your self-
esteem, by bestowing upon them n few
reminders that two ean play at the same
game.

Iands of the
on the

In Soulti Afriea, in the
Vee Boers. flocks of ostriches
banks of the rivers form
turcsque sight, and one very tempting
to the hunter, espeecially if he be an En-
glishman. ‘The hunters of the Afriean
ostrich are sometimes themselves hanted
by distarbing the natural bee-hives in
the vast tropieal forests.  Thesebees are
very revengeful, and their sting very
poisonous. The natives when attacked
by them are sometimes obliged to seek
refuge in the streams, as the bees will
pursue a party that has disturbed them,
for a great distance, and a half-naked
African may lose his life in an open con-
flict with them.— Youth's Companion.

—_—

HEALTH HINTS.

The Immediate Consequences of Good and
Bad Appetites.

The former is always to be regarded
as a blessing, the latter but little less
than a curse. A good and naturalap-
petite indicates the real neetls of the sys-
tem, how much will restore the wasted
tissues and afford needed strength, and
to a great extent, the kinds of food
needed. This demands but very simple
food, a reasonable quantity, the demand
changing, both in regard to quantity
and kinds, with the seasons. A bad ap-
g:t.ite is never reliable and should never

regarded as a rule of action. )

It often demands morl(;l th&m the d;-

tive organs can possibly dispose of,
g:?ls wheﬁothingri's needed, constant-
ly misleading its victims. It demands
food very difficult of digestion, unripe
fruits, greasy oastry, the irritat-
ing spices, crude pickies, hot biscuit,
doughnuts, sausages and fat pork, while
it i8 mnever satisfled—always crying,

“give, give!’, It deman opium,
strong tea und coffee, tobacco, intoxi-
cants, all of which are made eeable
by a vitiated, morbid taste. Itis mever

judicious to gratify such an appetite;
its gratifications can never promote our
highest welfare, never develop the sys-
tem harmoniously.— Golden Rule.

——— e ———————

-. de Brazza, the African explorer,
was given an ovation on his arrival in
Paris. In an interview he said that the
commerce of the Gonigo ref;ion required
the building of a railyway for its accom-
modation.

a most pie- |

PITH AND POINT. -

—The man who knows the least re-

nires the greatest space to tell it.—
. ¥. Mail.

—1t is customary in Germany to kili
an editor whenever he says anything
witty. There has been no editor killed
in Germany for many years.—Evans-
ville Argus.

—First Doctor—Well, I'm sorry to
see gou in this shape, Doc. Who's pre-
scribing for yon, by the way? Second
Doctor—Nobody. = Doing it myself.
First Doctor—Great Scott! don’t!
You're committing suicide !—Puck.

—Tailor — Married or unmarried?
Customer—Married. Tailor (to cutter)
—One pocket concealed in lining of
vest. Customer—Eh? What? Tailor
(explaining)—To hide your change, you
know, at night. I'm married myself.—
Chicago Rambler.

—1It knocks all the gilt off the ginger-
bread of an editor's life to know that
when he has written a fiery and brilliant
article denouncing tyranny and expos-
ing slavery he will have to go home and
split kindling-wood for his wife and
shine his mother-in-law’s boots.— Chica-
go Tribune.

—An elderly gentleman is seen to
tread on a picce of orange-peel, and
come heavily down, on what may be po-
litely ealled the small of his back. To
him, polite stranger, raising his hat:
“Excuse me, sir; wonld yon mind doing
that again? My friend didn’t see it.”"—
Harper's Bazar.

—Jones—Smith, you are the laziest
man I ever saw. Smith—Correct.
Jones—They say vou sleep fifteen hours
out of every twenty-four. Smith—Cor-
rect.  Jones—What do youn do it for?
Smith—In order to cconomize. Yon
see it costs nothing to sleep, but the mo-
ment you wake up expenses begin.—
Boston Post.

—Cousin Sophia (talented and aec-
complished)—Yes, I like Mr. Fibson.
He's so sensible.  He told me he didn™t
carec a rap for unintellectual women,
however beautiful they might be.
Cousin Bella (only {_)rel.ty)—l)il;l he,
really? Why, he told me he couldn’t
bear intellectual women! Ie said wom-
an’s mission was to be beautiful !—
Pittsburgh Chronicle.

—+I understand that Tosspot has
quit drinking: how did it happen?”’
“*Why. he wandered into a temperance
meeting the other evening, and he was
asked to take the pledge, and did it
Poor fellow, he couldn’t refuse, you
know. He mnever had refused when
asked to take something, and he hadn’t
the conrage to break his record.”'—Bos-
tone Transcripl.

—— - —————————
ONCE TOO OFTEN.

A Too Freguent Test of the Financial
Value of Tenpenny Nails.

Something elinked on the bottom of
the Randolph street car, and an indif-
ferently washed man, wearing bad elothes
and a worse face, groped about despair-
ingly.

“Oh, the poor fellow!' involuntarily
murmured a pale woman with eye-
glasses and sympathy, **he just looks as
though it was the last nickel he had.”

The other nine passengers looked ex-
cessively sorry, and the tintinnabulations
of the cmuﬂu:tm"s approaching bell-
puneh percolated throngh the gloom like
melancholy eadenees from some distant
convent tower. The indifferently washed
man put on a poverty shiver as the con-
ductor eame along.

*Fare, please.™

“My dime, sir, just fell through the
foot-rack there on the floor.™

“Where?”

*Right down there, sir; it went clean
ont of sight.”

“Yew, indeed, Mister Conductor,” in-
terposed the little woman. I saw him
lose il.""

“Never mind,” said the Conductor, at
lenelh, **here's your five cents change.
I'll find the dime when I take the ear
into the barn.”

Then everybody thonght what a Kkind
man the conductor was, and the un-
washed passenger debarked at the Hal-
stail street crossing.

Not long subsequent he aseended in-
to o Madison street transport.  Some-
thing clinked on the floor soon after.

“Iare, sir,” said the conductor, in-
terrupting the frantic search which he
was making among the intersticies of
the foot-rack.

“I've lost my dime, sir, and it——"

Bift'!

“Yon are the——""

Bang!

“Blanked
that—-""

Bill'! Biff!

“Dodeoe on me last week.™

dang ! Bang!

The women sereamed; the
langhed; and he. fishing himself out of
the slushy =now, looked unutterably
bankrupt as he spitefully east away his
remnant stock in teade—a handfal of
tenpenny nails.— Chicago News.
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A DEPOT STORY.

How a Brakemnan Ditched a Traln With
sreat Success.

“Horrible, horrible! sir; I say horri-
ble. T never want to witness such a
sight again.”” He was a little fat fellow
buttoned up in a neat suit of clothes,
that proclaimed him a drummer at first
sight; his little round nose pecped over
his curled lawn-tennis mustache as if to
see what his mouth was saying.

*“What has happened?’’ chimed in the
usual old woman in mourning and spec-
tacles, who is always around every
depot.

“Why," said the fat man, after get-
ting his breath, “I walked down the
track to get a little fresh air, when
standing watching a freight train pass,
I saw a brakeman fall down between
the cars and with my own ecyes saw
forty-seven cars pass over him. Oh, it
was horrible! horrible!” Here the fat
man closed his eyes as .though to shut
out the sight. .

»*And did it kill him?’ broke in the
old woman. ) .

The fat man olpened his eyes, and in
an easy way said: *“Oh, ne; it didn't
kill him. ow could it? Only forty-
seven cars, and they only loaded with
pig-iron, coal, ete. Kill him, my dear
madame? No, indeed; he only ditched
the engine and four box-ears, nine flat-
cars; after the forty-seventh car had
passed over him he jumped up—as is
always the case after forty-seven cars
has run over a man—and commenced
to examine the track to see what dam-
age had been done.  He said to me he
was glad he hadn’t broken any of the
rails or fractured any of the ear wheels,
as the company weuld take it out of his

a ."

i ?:Oh. I'm so glad he wasn't killed,"
axclaimed the usual old woman.

*And so am I, said the fat man.

The train had just come in, the oid
woman and her band-boxes got aboard,
the fat man went forward to the smoker
to smoke and think what idiots some
people are.— T'he Judae.
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READING FOR THE YOUNG.

A LITTLE POEM.

One little grain in the sandy bars;
Onelittle flower in a fleld of flowers;

One little star in & heaven of stars;
One little hour in a year of hours—

What if it makes or what if it mars?

But the bar is built of the little grains;
And the little lowers make the meadows

And t'ﬁ::, little stars light the heavenly plains;
And the little hours of each little day
Give to us all that I'{e contains.
—Ernest Whitney, in St. Wicholas.

-—

BOXED UP.

Something About a Very Curious Little
Animal and Its Habitation.

If any of my readers have ever seen
the boys of the ‘‘Country Week" re-
turning from their week’s run and roll
in the green fields, they will have seen
an amusing sight. These poor little
waifs, born in the slums of the city,
and most of whom have never seen the
verdant meadows or heard the gur-
gling brooks, come back not only full
of delightful memories, but most of
them bringing some prize from the
treasure-box of the country paradise.
And the most valued of all prizes scems
to be a land turtle. Every little urchin
who has been lucky enough to secure
one of these queer creatures elings to it
as proudly as if it was one of King
Solomen’s jewels, while his less fort-
unate companions gather around him
with carious and envious eyes.

Boys like turtles; that may be set
down as an axiom. Whether turtles
like boys is another question. A turtle
is not much of a thinker. Give him
something to eat, and let him alone
and he will get along almost any-
where. And if disturbed too much he
ean shut himself up in his shell like a
*jack-in-a-box’’ and laugh at his tor-
mentors.

And, by the way, as most people
know the turtle mainly by the outside,
and as young and olt.[vfcr{ks generally
are interested in this comical creature,
some short account of what there is in-
side the turtle's box may not be with-
out interest.

The turtle—or the tortoise, to give
the little erawler its proper name—is

not the only “animal in a box™. QOys-
ters, ciams, erabs and many other
creatures are boxed-up animals. But

they all differ greatly from the tortoise,
whieh is, in fact, a very distant consin
of ourselves; that is to say. it has a
backbone and ribs, ns we have. The
lower orders of animals have no inside
bones; all their hard parts are outside
their bodies. It is the peculiarity of the
vertebrate (or backbone) animals to
have their hard parts inside, while their
ontside is of soft flesh, oris covered
with seales, as in the fishes and rep-
tiles.

But the turtle is peeculiar in that it
has bones both inside and outside. In
this peculiar animal the bones come
through the flesh, and spread over the
body outside. The turtle’s shell is
made up of its backbone and ribs,
which are spread out broad and flat
over its back, the ribe joining ot their
edges. This tent of bone is covered
with a thin, almost transparent, bean-
tifully tinted coating, which is the tor-
toise shell from which such pretty
combs, knife-handles, and like orna-
mental objects are made.

The lower shell is made in the same
manner. Here the hreast-bones comes
ont, and spreads into a broad, flatshell.
Thus the tortoise is aetually shut up
in a box made of its own bones. This
is usnally joined together above and
below, except where the head, tail and
legs come oul.  And these can be with-
drawn at will, and the shell closed by
strong muscles, until the creature be-
comes like an old-time knight shut up
in his iron box of armor.

The head is also covered with a coat-
ing of horny plates, and the edges of
these plates at the jaws do duty as
teeth, since the tortoise has none of
these useful organs. These horny jaws
are often saw-toothed, so .hat they cut
up food very well.

Our little land tortoise—Cistudo Caro-
hna, to give it its scientific name—
is by no means confined to Carolina,
but may be found everywhere along
the Alantic coast from Maine to Flori-
da. Itis very abundant in the pine
forests of the South, and is familiar to
almost everybody everywhere through-
out the region named.

The shell of the box tortoise is about
six and a half inches long by four and
a half wide. Tt is more rounded than
is usnal with turtles, and has a remark-
able variety of colors and markings.
Its most common colors are yellowish-
brown and bright yellow, but these are
so variously arranged that it is nearly
OTE"“U impossible to find two tortoises
alike.

In its wild state it feeds on insects,
and probably on some species of planis;
but when confined it very quickly makes
itself at home, and will eat nearly
everything offered it, such as bread,
potatoes, apples, and other -civilized
fare.

One thing remarkable about it is its
wonderful 'l-lnglh of life. Wae are not
surprised to hear that the huge ele-
phant can live for two hundred years;
there is stuff enough in the great beast
to keep it going for centuries. Yet it
is hard te conceive that a little erawl-
ing tortoise can live as long as an ele-
phant, though writers declare that it
ean. I doubt, however, if any single
observer has watched a tortoise for two
centuries.

There is one way of telling a turtle’s
age, and that is by cuttinga date on
its shell. The inscription will remain
during its whole life. But as it is not
uncommon for roguish boys to date
such inscriptions twenty years or more
back, they are not fully to be trusted.

Yet all boys are not rogues, and we
ecan relate one remarkable and well-
attested instance of this character. Mr.

William Eyre, a gentleman of Chester, |

Pa., relates that when he was a boy of

ten he caught a land tortoise and cuk |
Going |

his initials on its under shell.
out afterward for a ride, he took the
tortoise with him, and Teft it at a place
ten miles away. That was the last he
saw of Master Tortoise until he was an
old gentleman of seventy, when, to his
surprise, he found the identical creat-
ure in his own garden. There wexe the
initials, which he recognized as un-
doubtedly his own handiwork.

In this incident, which I have good
reason to believe aetually occurred, the
long life of the little creature is only
one of the interesting poimts. It is
very remarkable that it returned to its
starting-peint after sixty years. How
far it had roamed during that long in-
terval, what sights it had seen, and
what thoughts it had thought, are be-
yond guessing. But back it oame,
after an average lifetime, to sece in his
old age the person by whom in his boy-
hood it had been marked for life.

There are some few other specimens
of land tortoise in this country. There
is one on the western prairies consid-
erable larger than ours. And in the
South there is a very large one, known

as the gopher tortle. This creature has
a shell nearly fifteen inches long, and
is so strong that it can move under a
weight of two hundred pounds, so that
it might easily carry a man on its back.

It Eves in under-ground burrows in
sandy forests, and does its prowling by
night, often making havoe in the sweet

tato and melon patches of the inhab-
itants. So the good people of the Gulf
States do not altogether relish the
gopher.

t is the water-turtles, the terrapins
of our fresh waters and the great sea
turtles which are the delight of epicures.
Of the fresh-water ies we have sev-
eral varieties, from a little fellow of the
waters of Pennsylvania and New Jer-
sey not four inches long, to the great
and fierce snapping-turtle with a shell
nine inches and more in length. It is
said to have been taken of four feet in
total length, from snout to end of tail.

To kill this creature does not kill its
snupping propensities; the head will
live for hours after being cut off, and
has been known to snap a boy's finger
or the leg of an investigating hen hours
after it ought to have been dead. It is
not a safe thing to throw the head of a
sitapper in the grass as a trap for prowl-
ing chickens or carious boys.

There is one other odd peculiarity of
tortoises and some other reptiles with
which we may conelude. 1f we want
to breathe freely. we open our mouth
to do so; but if the mouth of a tortoise
or a toad be kept open by inserting a
stick between its jaws, it will soon suf-
foeate for want of breath.

This may seem impossible, yet it may
be easily explained. All the higher
animals breathe by pumping the air
into and out of their lungs. We do
our air-pumping by means of the dia-
{)-hragm. a broad membrane below the
ungs, which moves up and down at
every breath, and opens and closes the
lungs successisely. In the tortoise the
mouth is the pump. It takes in o
mouthful of air. Then it closes its
lips, contraets the cavity of the mouth,
and drives the air down into its lungs.
If the mouth be kept open, this pump
will not work, since the air will rush
outward instead of downward.

This is one of the odd facts of nature.
As many fish ean be drowned by bein
fastened under water and not allowed'
to come to the surface, so many air-
breathers can be suffocated by being
placed in an ocean of air with their
mouths wide open. — Charles Morris,
in Harper's Young FPeople.

A POST-MORTEM.

The Duties and Responsibilities of the Or-
ficiating Sargeons.

Few persons upon reading an ac-
count of a post-mortem examination
stop to consider the importance of the
matter or the time taken up to do the
work of an autopsy. The post-mortem
surgeons are important officers, who
make all the medico-legal examina-
tions for the eity, and are the medical
witnesses for the State in cases where
post-mortem examinations are re-
quired. There are two post-mortem
physicians in Baltimore, Dr. 8. V.
Hoopman, for the ten lower wards,
and Dr. L. W. Councilman, for the
ten npper wards.

A reporter, wisliing to witness the
post-mortem work, called on Dr. Hoop-
man a short time ago just as he was
starting to perform such a duty. The
case wns & very important one, being
one of the late murders committed in
the eastern section of the ecity. Ar-
riving at the house, about twcntly med-
ical students were found, who ac-
companied Dr. Hoopman to the room
where the dead body lay. A table was
prepared by covering it with an oil-
cloth. The clothing was removed from
the body, and it was placed on the
table. The doctor carefully inspected
the corpse and noted all wounds, which
in this case were found to be three.
two bullet-wounds and one knife-gash.
The head was first examined. An in-
cision was made from ear to ear over
the top of the head, followed by a

gush of blood, which A made
some of the spectators remember
that they were needed outside

for a moment. The sealp was refleeted
backward and forward and the skull
exposed. The skull was then sawed
around on a line with the eyebrows.
When the top of the skull was removed
the doctor took out the brain. The
beatitiful organ, with itz fissures and
convolutions, was n mass of blood, the
fatal bullet having plowed its way di-
agonally throughit.. An inspection of
the neck showed that another bullet
had entered at the back, paszed through
toward the front, severing the earotid
artery and jugular vein. The next move
was to make along inecision from the
chin down to the navel. The breast-
bone was disseeted and the heart and’
lungs taken ont for inspection.  After-
earefully examining the heart, the doe-
tor remarked that *the columnse car-
na, chordwe tendinese and auriculo-ven-
tricule and semi-lunar valves are all
healthy.”” The lungs were found:
healthy. A piece thrown in water-
would not sink, which the doctor said’
was a test for healthy lungs. The
stomach, liver, spleen, pancreas and
intestines were all in turn carefully re-
moved and inspected. All this com-
pleted, the organs were replaced and
the incisions earefully sewed up. 8o
completely is this done that when thie
body ie dressed the fact of a post-mor-
tem examination having been made is
not apparent,

‘“ How many post-mortems have you
mndrt: during the year?" asked the re-
porter.

* About forty, and about one hun-
dred since 1 have been making  post-
mortems. "

Glancing at the watch it was found
that four hours had been occupied in
performing the interesting examima-
tion.— Baltimore Sum.

Resuvit of a New Discovery.

Science has discovered a new method
of detecting living organisms in water
by developing them under what is
called the gelatine precess. The re-
sults of this test, as shown in Sizr Francis
Bolton’s last report on the London was
ter, are decidedly interesting. For ev-
ery cubic centimeter of water the New
River and West Middiesex companies
supply their customers with a couple
of *‘organisms’’; the Kent company

ives 18; the Southwark, 24; Lambeth,

; Chelsea, 34; Grand Junction, 40;
East London, 53. Considering how
many of these companies derive their
supply from the same source, I should
like lt.ﬁn.hear t;\ﬁ:ir ::‘ixplanntiou of the ex«
traordinary arity in these fi
—London Tyuth v N, e

—‘What on earth are you to-
iraphing that umbrella for, dear boy?”
mateur Photographer—*You said
you wanted to borrow it to go home

‘with, and I'm getting something to
“nember it by, that‘lgall." s
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