
of whYcWJLJLtheILtariff.'THE -- NATIONAL BANKS.PUBLIC LANDS. . - . FASHION LETTEP.
An Endless Variety Without Any Speefai

"t , Features.
New York Special Correspondence.! -

What particularly characterizes the fash,
ions of the present seems to be an entire
and perplexing lack of characteristics. .Tht
endless variety displayed in every depart-
ment of dress, and the minute gradation!
that fill the degrees between widely differ-
ing styles, prevent the attention from being
directed to special features, and render it a
matter of no little difficulty and discrimina-
tion to separate essentials from among the
mass of details, and to select and decide up-
on modes and fabrics for citation, which
shall be typical of a class. . Promenade oos-tum- es

remain In most instances extremely
simple In style, yet for those who have al-
ready tired of the very severe tailor-mad- e
gown, are produced many elaborate cos-
tumes. ''

Plaid velvet and plain plush lower skirts
will find great favor this winter, and, in-
stead ot appearing as a panel on one side,
they are made full, and show on both sides
of the tunic-draper- y and up the middle of
the back. English tailors are designing ne w
wool gowns in broadcloth, oamels hair and
the like, with plain skirta made very bouf.
fant and full at the back, with- - a band of
rich fur at the foot of the skirt The long

I send herewith a copy of the whole text of
that opinio, in which these objections were
answered seriatim, ; - - "i

"Two days later the orders withdrawing the
lands within the indemnity limits and reserv-
ing the, same from settlement were revoked,
and the lands restored-- 1 the public domain
and to settlement, first, in the cases of two
companies which had not answered; second, in
those which answering assented; the third, in
the cases of the companies which set up de-

fenses coming within the rulings in the fore-
going opinion.

"In tho congressional grants to the following
railroad companies: ; The Hastings & Dakota,
the St. Paul & Northern Pacific, the St. Paul,
Minneapolis & Manitoba, the St. Paul & Sioux
City, tho Sioux City & St. Paul and the Winona
& St. Peter, it is provided that upon filing the
maps designating the routes of said roads and
branches it shall be the duty of the Secretary
of the Interior to withdraw from market the
lands embraced within the provisions of the
act making the grant.

"In consequence of this provision these
roads were omitted from the orders of restor-
ation.

"It will be seen from the order passed in the
Atlantic and Pacific case, and which was ap-
plied to the other companies mutatis mu-
tandis, that whilst it was determined that the
lands in question should not longer be with-
held from appropriation under the settlement
laws, every precaution possible was taken to
protect the legal rights of the corporations.

"Following this acVon, instructions were
subsequently issued to the Commissioner of the
General Land Office to detail all the available
force in his office to the work of adjusting the
road grants, and proceeding as rat idly as possi-
ble with the same.
, "The amount of land restored to the public
domain;, through the orders revoking the

is stated by the Commis-
sioner of the General Land Office to bo 21,333,-60-0

acres.
"I beg to refer to what has been said in an-

other part of this report in relation to the im-
perative necessity of appropriations for tho
surveys, without which a complete adjustment
of these railroad grants is not practicable at an
early day."

O'BRIEN IN BALFOUR.

A plant. we-leav- es

niA fiAAvtlv chloroformcd several
times, withered and died- - In few--

days. Tho son's rays conceniraw-- u

a lens and thrown onaiew

j The ciuse of the pecnHar excitability
of sensitive plants, and the ceawr,
its action itf itlfl'' undeterminea- -

Vario us theories hav neon aur
dnced to explain a1116 D
Dutrochet's ' theory is ttriost favored
bv botanists 'Of the present -- aay.
His explanation is, that 'the princi
pal point of mobility exists in me hi
tie swellings situated at tho basis of
the common .and partial leaf ,talks.
TMa' ownlltnar. or intumescence i- c

-
. - - ... . rs ..

formed of delicate . cellular tissue. :.

He says that "theU agency,;prod.ucjn .

the mobility js in the ligneous part of j
the central system of this, intumes-cenc- e,

and in . certain "tubes supplied
with nervous ' corpuscles serving for.
the transmission of the sap."

Dr. Balfour says: ' "In? the swell- -
ings at the bases of the leaf stalk the
vascular bundles .are disposed in a,,,,

circle near the periphery, and may be
concerned in 1 the ' leaf movements.
Mechanical and chemical stimuli aro
supposed to act bv inducing 'altera
tions in the contents pi the vessels ana
ceils." ,:;

These theories are unsatisfactory, and
there is still much' room for further

investigation into the origin of the
' in the 5

peculiar phenomena seen
Mimosa. The manner in which it
closes its stalks and leaves at the ap-

proach of darknes is very interest-
ing. As the j gloaming gently falls
found the plant the leaflets niove up--'

wards towards each other' till they
touch; the secondary leaf-stal- ks con :

verge and slowly droop, till they are ,

nearly parallel to the main 1 eaf-- s talks,
which, in their turn, fall till they ;

point to the ground. Thus gently, and
silently it folds itself to sleep at the
close of day, and rests till tho light of
morn awakes it to renewed grace. tnd
beauty. Chambers' Journal i r u -

APPLE-WOO- D PIPES r
., 'i

An Eastern Factory That Ce Up Orchard ( j
and Stumps. ',.',..,ttW ; i,!,.,. ..' ,,.; ,f

"Ri5 o v".tt-h- 1 nn
keeper of ft tobacco store, to A. custom- -

. .....r s who asK.eu iui a,- ui iu nw
fact is that some dealers sell briar or , r
apple" out of the same "uox., But the

i) v

briar is a little darker and does" not
have quite as fine a gloss as the rich, ,.
red apple-woo- d, takes, Boh, cpmo, from .

up the country, I guess.'!,, ,(- - (. ,

2S In traveling around Rockland Coun-ly- ,;

pne.jiiay run' across' a pipo factory
which supplies a large part of the city .

rrarla. , It is built near Sminr Vallcv.
at I the headwaters ,of . tho t Pascack i(
creek, , where , there is a never-failin- g

FOREIGN GOSSIP..:
There are 60,000 women farmers

is Ireland. " '

, Anew electrical system is to be in-

troduced in the underground system of
London. '. Large electrical engines wUl
be built . ;r. -- V'.-m

The natives of( Yucatan are . the
only people hear the. .equator, accord-
ing to a traveler, who pay any atten-
tion

'

to personal cleanliness. ,(. ( ;

There is a Shakespeare hotel in
Stratford-upon-Avo- n, ' and 'instead
numbers, the names of plays ' are upon,
the room doors,' 4Tako the gentle-
man's luggage up ' to Romeo ; and
Juliet," is a common order. iw .,

f A sign in front of a store in the-cit-

of Bari, on, ' the Adriatic sea, in
Italy, recommends to the .public , the
following goods and services to bo had
from the proprietor: ''Leeches, bread
sold in slices or loaves, and tuition in
mathematics."

Seven boa-constrict- from Cuba
arrived at Berlin. A few days Liter
one of them laid four cgg3 and died in
the performance. On opening it ten
more eggs were found of tho size of a
man's list. Out of the four eggs four
snakes emerged about twenty inches
in length." .,

There are cities in Asia the "date
of whose origin is not actually known,
but it is known that they are older
than Rome or any other city in
Europe. Jerusalem and Hebron , in
Palestine and Damascus in Syria are
all. many centuries older .than Rome.

The little city of Weilderstadt in
Swabia, Germany, is the birthplace of
the great astronomer Kepler and the

. Brenz, well-kno- in Wur-tembe- rg

history. In 1870 a monument
to K spier was erected in the city, and
now they have restored to its former
condition the house where Brenz was
born and affixed a plate, celebrating
tho occasion by a meeting at which
R )v. Von Geroth delivered the speech
of the day. '

A" lake at Kiiknitz. in the Aus-trai- n

Alps, has for many years mysti-
fied every one by drying up at one sea-
son of the year and filling with water
and overflowing at anothej. ' During
the dry spell the,, people raise ycry
gooa crops m lis uasin. ( iieceut ex-

plorations show in one part'of , the
basin an .immense, cave, which, when
the water has, reached a certain height;
begins sucking, it up,till the ;, basin is
empty. The cave leads to a long,
series of , underground .lakes, all Conj
nected,., with, one .aqothgir .by. a con-
tinuous current Chicago Times. n

i Large - quantities ot gunpowder
are at prescutrbeing sunk at the month
of the . Thames v bv a government
steamer.' This gunpowder has been
accumulating for some years in the

, magazines at PurfleeV having been re-

turned 'from stores as ; deteriorated or
unreliable. The government has ' at-

tempted to find a market for this con-

demned powder, but no manufacturers
were willing to undertake the risk of
the process of extracting the saltpeter.

Industries, ....i - --v..,
- At the recent eclipse of the sun the
Chinese authorities, in accord anco
with the usage of the empire, ordered
the Buddhist and Tavist priests to re-''6- ite

their incantation's to rescue 'the
sun from beins devoured. It was at
the time of the festivities over the Em-

peror's birthday, when all" officials
were required, to, ; wear embroidered
robes, but it is also the law that dur-
ing, an eclipse officials who participate
in the ceremonies 4must wear ordinary
garments until the sun is rescued. An
edict had to be got from the Emperor
to settle it . He ordered the officials
to ignore ; his birthday and attend to
tho sun, so they . all wore ordinary
robes. .. '. ... p.

SENSITIVE PLANTS. v

Humility as Typified by the Meek, Gentle
and Shrinking Mimosa. '

' The sensitive plants Mimosa pudi'ca
and sensitiva are among 'the most in-

teresting products of the vegetable
kingdom." Nearly every "one has seen
these graceful and humble children of
nature, and touched , their tender,',

water-powe- r. . A . little hamlet has .

grown up ;i around .the, pi ne factory ,

and is called 'Pipeville.'V,!i , If ,

one , passes the place, in the winter .

months he will see cords on cords of
appletree wood piled up in' the mill-- ;. ,

v n rt wKata ft-- Vine riaan Yit-i- i nrli f liir tha
farmers .around' about j The , country.

. . ... .; 1 1 m e ,1 T. ...I

continually need thinning , out or cut-

ting down "when tpq old to- - boar, there
is plenty of material. The economic
agriculturists prefer to sell the wood at
ten . dollars a, tP.n. jSolid measurement , ,
to working it ..up ior tire wood.,. Of .

course, ..they must; deliver, it at, this,,
place, and the factory. wants only the ,

sound. s crood --sized , losrs or branches.

fieportofthe Comptroller of the Currency
of tbe Operations ofNational Hanks Dar--iIng the Last Fiscal Tear, with Sugges-
tions as to Amendments in tbe Laws Gov-
erning- the Same. ! x-

Washington, Dec. t. The twenty-fift-h 'an,
Buai report of the Comptroler of the C urren oy
now in print, will be presented to Congress on
the first day of the session. . .

The report shows that the total number of
H;itiional banks organized up to tbe 31st of Oc-
tober is 8,805, of whioh 821 have gone into vol-
untary liquidation,-11- have failed, leaving in'
operation at that date 3,081. Of this number
8,049 furnished reports of condition at : the date
of the last call, October 8, of which a com-
plete abstract has been furnished.

The total number of new banks formed dur-
ing the last year is 225; the total number
closed during the year is S3, of which S3 went
Into voluntary liquidation and 8 failed.

The new banks comprise S in New England,
81 in the Middle States, 51 in the Southern
S rates, 107 in the Central States and 3J in the
Western States and Territories.

Of the failed banks, 1 was in New Kngland,
S In the Middle States, 4 in the Southern
States and 1 in the Central States.

The gross increase in National bank capital
during the year amounts to $3a,891,77."i, of whi-- a

t3,RC8,003 represent an increase of capital by
banks existing November 1, 1886. There has
been, however, a decrease of capital of $3,322.-T- y

of whioh W,087,450 is tho aggregate capital
of the thirty-thre- e banks which went into
voluntary liquidation and failed, and the re-
mainder represents a decrease of the capital
by banks still in operation.

The net increase of capital for the year is
therefore, .573,3-25- . On the other hand,
there is a net decrease of ?50, 493,500 in the on

represented by bonds.
The decrease resulting from the surrender of

circulation by banks still in operation is o,

and the decrease caused by banks
going into voluntary liquidation and failing is
tl.274,381, making a cross decrease of J50,W4,-85- 5,

offset by a total increase of $8,5 10,565 ,

which consists of an increase by the formation
of new banks of 84,502,090. an increase of cir-
culation by previously existings banks to the
amount of S3,C57,175.

The affairs of Ave failed banks have been
closed during the year, including among them
one of those which failed during the year. In
four cases out of the five the creditors have
rceived payment of principal and interest in
full ana thero has been a balance of assets
transferred to an agent of tho stockholders.
In Jthe other case, that of a bank which failed
in 1879, the total dividends amount to 81 per
cnt. In each case a detailed account is given
of the cause of failure and the progress made
In liquidation.

The total amount of money paid in dividend
during tho past year is S3, 100,203.41; tho whole
amount paid to creditors of insolvent banks
since the system has been in operation is f29,-431.9-

upon proved claims amounting to f46,-98S.3- 8;

the total assessments On stockhol 'ers,
J9,r,&V, of which the gross collections have
been W.632.5G9.

Very full statistics have been collected about
the State banks, savings banks, loan and trust
companies and private banks and bankers
tl'roughout the country.

The snpgestions made by the comptroller as
to amendments to the laws are in the form ol
a code revising and consolidating all existing
laws, with a number of changes, each of which
is fully explained and the reasons for it are set
forth at considerable length. Tho most
important of the changes recommended is that
the minimum amount of bonds to be deposited
as security for circulation shall be 10
per cent, ot the capital of banks of not
over S250.0GO nnd for banks of which the
capital exceeds 1250,000; also that the semi-
annual duty on circulation be hereafter charged
only oa the amount issued upon bonds depos-
ited in excess of the minimum amount as above.
Ho also recommends that the National bank
notes be counted as a part of the lawful reserve
of the banks.

The existing provisions of law as to the re-
sponsibility of officers and directors of banks
are modified so as to avoid heretofore existing
obstacles to their prompt and certain enforce-
ment.

The restriction upon banks as tp making
loans in excess of 10 per cent, of capital to any
one party is modified in respect, to loans upon
collateral security and the total ' limit is raised
to 20 per cent, of capital and surplus. " -

The provisions as to reserve upon deposits
arc modified so as not to includo Government
deposits in tho amount upon which reserve is to
be paid. The provisions as to State taxation
of National banks is also modified.
i The proposed code has been transmitted to
every Senator and Representative with a codi-
fication of all existing laws on the subject ar-
ranged in sections parallel" with those of the
proposed code and accompanied by a letter ex-
plaining' each of the-mor- important changes
and giving the reason there tor. ' , .,

THE SENATE. ,

i v . - t

Interest Awakened Over the Prospect of
. Objections Being Made to Indiana's New
' ' 'Senator, -

: Washington, Dec, 2. The caucus com-
mittee of the Democratic Senators held
another meeting yesterday to consider
the question of tbe organization of the
Senate next Monday. Their report will
bo submitted to the caucus to-da- and it
is understood that it will recommend that
the party insist upon tho seating of
Messrs. Turpi e, of Indiana, and Faulkner,
of West Virginia, a once.

The Star last evening, in speaking of
the Turpie case,says: '

In accordance with the custom the names of
the newly-electe- d Senators will be read out
four or five at a time, in alphabetical order by
the chief clerk, and as thus called the oath will
be adnvn'stered. As this is the regular practice
It will be adhered to on this occasion, and it
w 11 place the Democrats at a disadvantage, as
the name of Turpie will bo the last called, and
hence he will be the last to whom the oath will
be administered. Then a single objection would
prevent his being sworn in, and the Republicans
could send the case to the committee on privi-
leges and elections, and there delay it. This
feature of the situation is one that the Demo-
crats are considering. They do not want to
take the initiative in objecting to the adminis-
tering of the oath to any Republican, nor do
they want to be left helpless in the event any
Republican should object to Mr. Turpie being
sworn in. There seems to be no doubt that the
Republicans intend to oppose the seating of Mr.
Turpie. Senator Edmunds, chairman of the
caucus, has notified all the Republican Sen-

ators still absent from the city, to b here if
possible, by noon next Monday, in order that
the entire party strength may be
mustered for the fight. The Indiana
Republicans committed their case to
Senator Hoar, chairman of the committee on
elect ons, and it is understood that he means
to make a determined fight against Mr. Tur-pie- 's

right to the seat. Just how the Demo-
crats will proceed in order to hold a point in
reserve in case of Republican objection to tho
swearing in of Mr. Turpie, has not developed,
but they seem determined to do their be3t.
Even the1 members of the caucus committee
shake their heads with an nir of determination
and intimate that they will be ready for the
fight.

With regard to the West Virginia case
the general opinion seems to be that M.
Faulkner will be admitted without delay.
)

''
i Garfield Monument Unvalled.
Cincinnati, Dec. 1. The Lincoln Club

and other buildings on Garfield place are
decorated to-da- y in honor of the uuvail-in?o- f

the statue of General James A. Oar-fiel- d,

erected by the citizens. ' The exer-
cises took place in Music Hall, and con-si- -'

ted of music and addresses by Governor
Foraker, Judge Ezra B. Taylor and Gen-
eral S. F. Hunt. At the conclusion of this
programme a large parade was given, the
halt being made at the statue at the inter-
section of Race street and Garfield place.
Miss Leonora Smith,) daughter of the
mayor, nnvailed the statue," and Hrn.
Aaron F. Perry spoke of its history and
presented it to the city, in whose behalf
Mayor Smith responded.

Fatal Tenement-Hous- e Fire.
New York, Dec 1. Shortly before five

o'clock this morning a fire broke out in a
tailor shop on the first floor cf a tenement
house, Ifo. 845 West Forty-rthir- street,
and spread so rapidly that the eight fam-
ilies living in the . house were driven out
before they could save any of : their prop-
erty. Mrs. Jacobs, a tenant on the third
floor, escaped with her youngest child, a
three-year-o- ld boy, in her arms. Her hus-
band fol lowed, leaving behind him their
five-year-o- son, Joseph, who was burned
to death. . Mr. Jacobs afterward said that
In his excitement he had forgotten the
boy. The building was completely gutted.
Loss, $20,000 covered by insurance.

Outline 'of Representative Mills. , Proposed
'Tariff Measure. Now Beady for Present- -

, atlon to the Fiftieth Congress Tho Bill
In the Hands of Treasury Experts for Re-
vision, .j,; v.

Chicago, Dec. 2. A special to the Keu
from Washington says: Representative
Mills, of Texas," who will be chairman of
the committee on ways and means, has
prepared a tariff bill. It is a complete re
vision of the present rates and a re-
arrangement of present schedules. His
bill is divided into six schedules. 1 ?

' Schedule A embraces the present liquor
schedule, and that is inserted without any
change whatever, except that alcoholic
preparations are taken from the chemical
schedule and added to schedule A.

Schedule B imposes a uniform rate of
forty per cent, ad valorem upon all the
articles therein enumerated. In these are
Included jewelry, precious stones, includ-
ing diamonds, all manufactures of sngar,
molasses, confectionery and all other
articles included in the present sugar
schedule. Cigars, cigarettes of all kinds,
leaf tobacco and all other tobacco, manu-
factured and unmanufactured, gloves of
kid and leather of every description.

The articles enumerated in schedule C
are to pay a uniform rate of thirty per
cent, ad valorem. This schedule includes
chemicals and proprietary medicines,
manufactures of copper, brass, iron and
steel, cutlery ot all kinds, muskets, rifles
and all firearms, manufactures of leather,
manufactures of wool, woolen cloths, in-

cluding blankets, knit goods and ready-mad- e

clothing, and wearing apparel of
every description, carpets of all kinds,
manufactures of cotton, china, porcelain,
earthen, stone and brown ware, not other-
wise provided for, flax,, hemp, jute and
their manufactures, glass bottles and other
manufactures of glass, including window
glass.

Articles enumerated In schedule D pay a
uniform duty of twenty per cent, ad valo-
rem. In this schedule are included books
and pamphlets, engravings, clocks and
watches, common stone and brown earth-
enware, fish salted and fresh, straw bon-
nets hats end hoods, braids, lace trim-
mings for making or ornamenting straw
hats, etc., India rubber, gutta percha and
their manufactures, calf-ski- ns and moroc-
co skins, dressed and undressed, of all de-

scriptions.
The articles enumerated in schedule E

are to pay a uniform rate of ton par cent,
ad valorem. In this are included wheat
and wheat flour, Indian corn and meal,
oats and oatmoal, boot, pork, and other
provisions, manilla and other like sub- -
stances for hemp manufacture and manu-
factures of paper.

Schedule F is the free list. Tbe present
free list is transferred to this schedule and
a large number cf articles upon the duty
list are transferred to it, th9 greater num-
ber being chemicals. Among the
other articles made free that now
pay duty are salt, copper in plates,
ingots, sheets, pigs and other forms,
anthracite and bituminous coal, iron ore,
lead ore, hair of the Alpaca goat and
other like animals, all kinds of wool, in-

cluding rags, shoddy, waste and flax.
Timber, hewn, sawed, squared and side
6awed, planks, staves Of wood, pickets
poles, laths, shingles, clap-boar- ds and
other forms of unmanufactured wood,
empty casks and , barrels. There is a
"basket" clause appended which provides
that all articles not enumerated in the
bill shal pay a uniform duty of 30 per
cent, ad valorem. The enacting clauses
provide that it shall take effect on and
after July first next. ' The bill is now in
the hands of treasury experts, who are
preparing a tabulated statement showing
tho rates now imposed and those proposed
by the bill. ,

THE PUBLII DEBT.

The Monthly Statement of the National
Finances An Increase in the Debt o
Nearly a Million and a Half, Chargeable
to Large Pension Payments. , '

Washington, Dec 2. The debt state-
ment issued from the Treasury Depart
ment yesterday, shows au increase dur
ing the month of November in the i pubuo
debt of $1,490.35!). The unusual "occui- -
rence an increase in th3 debt is attribu-
table to tho unusually large pensions
payments during November, aggre-
gating as they did, $18,287,853. In
November, 1883, pension payments
amounted to but $12,530,000., The net
cash balance in the treasury yesterday
was $55,253,701 against $50,758,7.03 on No
vember 1. The gold coin and bullion
balance yesterday - was $211,SS0,- -

525, an increase of $303,003 dur
ing the month. The silver coin and
bullion balance has decreased $050,000
since November 1. The .store of silver
dollars has increased about $1,700,000 dur
ing the month, and now amounts to $21o,- -
882,443. Government receipts for Novem
ber aggregated $29,128,567. Receipts from
customs were $15,742,354; from internal
revenue, $9,880,807, and from miscellane-
ous sources, $3,505,400, against $15,140,645;
$9,0S9,25I, and $2,74G,205 respectively from
these three sources in November, 1S86.
The total expenditures of the month were
$28,378,381, or nearly $3,000,000 more than
in November, 18S6.

HOW THEY FEEL.

A General Sentiment in Favor of Some
Sort of Turin Revision Prevalent Anions
Politicians of AH Classes in Washington.
Washington, Dec. 2. Since the United

Press quoted Speaker Carlisle aid other
prominent Congressmen on the tariff
question last week, there have been nu-
merous publications of interviews on the
same suDject, dud none or tuem cuange
materially the sentiment of the leaders of
the majority as then outlined, viz: that
they favor the retention of most of the in
ternal revenne taxes, an enlarged free
list, high duties on luxuries and low
duties on necessaries. ' Probably the most
significant feature of the many expres-
sions of opinion is the almost very gener-
al belief on;the part of Protectionists
that "there 'will be "some kind of tariff
rovision" at the approaching session. The
followers of , Mr. Randall express a
willingness to support a compromise or
moderate tariff-refor- m measure, and there
seems to be a desire for a free and frank
conference with a view to reaching 9
harmonious understanding. ; - - ,

The Prohibitionists.
. Chicago, Dec 1. Tho National commit-
tee of t!ie 'Prohibition party, which has
decided to hold the National convention
at Indianapolis on the first Wednesday in
June, 1S83, assembled this morning under
the presid?ncy of Samuel A. Dickey, Pro-
fessor of mathematics in Albion College
of Michigan, elected chairman of the com-

mittee to fill the vacancy caused by the
death of the late John B. Finch. His
duties as chairman will require his retire-
ment from the college, and in view qf that
fact his salary was placed at $3,000 per
annum. The headquarters will be kept in
Chicago. General Clinton B. Fisk will
probably be the next candidate of "the'
party for President. V

'
The Oil Well Record. .

Bradford, Pa., Dec. L In the New
V1, D.....lniit ai'I flnlda 111

wells were completed In November "witb
a new production 01 1,024 oarreis. iu
dry- - holes, numbered forty-nine- V Com-

pared with October, tnere is a decrease
of thirteen, wells completed and of.!952
barrels new production. For the close of
November the record sb-- ws 45 new
rigs, 114 old rigs, and 130 drilling wells.
This represents a decline of 24 new rigs
and 8 drilling wells from the figures of
October ZL A number of wells are being
sunk for gas, most of them in territory
that is reasonably certain to furnish
nothine bo .

The Salient FeataresTol "secTetery
Lamar's Annual Report, t

AVhoIaIe Grants of Public Lands to Rail-
road Corporations and thi Evil Ef-- ;:

f'" feets gprlnclnff Therefrom ' ; ':

Be medial Measures. v ..
'

,ri

a Va-

"Wa'shctotos, Not.' 80. One of the most
Important features of Secretary Lamar's
forthcoming annual report is the part
'which relates to the adjustment of rail-Toa- d

land grants. He has received this
part of his report from the Public Printer,
and it reads as follows:

"Shortly after my appointment to the position
T now have tbe honor to hold, and as I became
somewhat familiar with the public land system.
Its organization and the workings thereof,. I be-
came more and more impressed with the fact
that the public domain was being diverted from
its legitimate purposes and converted to ob-
jects the inevitable effects of which were re-
pugnant to the entire theory on which the land
system was based.

"Apart from the methods of illegal appropr-
iation of the public domain, I became convinced
that the administrat'on of congressional grants
of lands to wagon and railroads has given r se
to enormous abuses. Congress had not only
tnr.de grants which in some instances exceeded
In extent the area of a half dozen of the largest
and most populous States of tne Union, but in
addition provided that any losses of land within
the granted limits should be sat isfied by sections
of l::ad within other nnd adjoining limits, thus
nearly doubling the area of the original grants'.
Under these acts, the Land Department had
withdrawn from public appropriation not only
the granted limits, as required by law, but al
so the lands within the indemnity limits at the 1

request of the grantee companies. Thus enorm-
ous quantities of the public land were held in.
reservation to await the convenience of tte re-
spective corporations in the construction of
their roads, the selection of its lands, and the
uncertain adjustments of the grants by the de-
partment.

"This land-gra- ' legislation was certainly
not in harmony with tha theory of a distribu-
tion of the public domain among the people
And gave up to capitalists as a basis for traffic
ana speculation and gigantio financial schemes
wh.U was. by the original policy of the Govern-
ment, designed to be homes for an industrious
and thrifty people, the abodes of domestic hap-
piness and virtue and patriotism. Notwith-
standing these indemnity withdrawals were
made exclusively for the interests of the com-
pany, few of these, if any of them, constructed
heir roads within the time prescribed

tin the granting act, as an express
condition on which the grant was
made. Maps of probable, 'general, 'desig-
nated and 'definite routes of said road were
filed with rapidity in the department and with-
drawals thereunder asked and almost invaria-
bly granted, until the public lands in States
and Territories were grid-irone- d over with railroa-

d-granted and indemnity limits; and in
many instances the limits of one road over-lap--pi-

and conflicting wita other roads in the
most bewildering manner, so that the settler
seeking a home could scarcely find a desirable
location that was not claimed by some one or
perhaps two or three of the many roads to
which grants oflaal hai been ma le by Con-
gress, j : .

"Nor was this all. Though the desired tract
m'ght not bo apparently covered by a railroad
location, the settler would hardly select
before agents of the corporations would set up
a claim to it, or to the r:ght to occupy and de-
nude it under the right of way and construction
privileges conferred by the granting act. Thus
"the settler, ignorant of his legal rights, and
with no one to advise him with respect to either
the law or the facts, ' would, for the sake Of
peaee and a home, readily; coasent to purchase
from the company. In this way these corpora-
tions, in addition to the lands granted them,

Slave claimed, soli and received the price of a
Xreat deal of other land to-- ' which they had
meither legal nor moral right,1 nor the shadow
of either.

"When, however, through partial surveys or
adjustments of igrants, lands thus sold by a
company were found to be outside of the grants
and determined by the department to be public
lands the purchaser from the company found
imself in the 'unfortunate predicament of h'av-lo- st

both his land and his monsy. Gener
ally without the means to enter into a costly
--ligation with a i owerful corporation, the de-
rivation of his home, the expenditure-- ' and

--waste of his years, his energy and strength, in
redeeming that borne from-- its wild condition.
Tendered his mere, technical r ght of action
against the company but. little more than a
mockery., :j " I ? - .'

"Years" have elapsed since many of the
grunts have been made, and other years since
the withdrawals. Some of the companies have

-- constructed the entire line of their roads,
others fragmentary portions only, and others

-- again none at all, but the withdrawals of the
'lands were no less effective as against
theettlers In the one case than in the other.
It mattered not what might be his equities ac-

quired by years of toil upon what he believed
to be a part of the National domain. It was de-
clared by the highest judicial tribunal, as ex-
pounded by the highest law officers of the
executive, that a withdrawal once made by
competent authority was legal and effective to
exclude all from intrusion within its limits.. :'

"One such case where hardship and injustice
where about tor be inflicted under the law came

--under your observation. Guilford Miller set-
tled upon lands afterward selected and claimed
"by the Northern Pacific Railroad Company to
be within the withdrawal for indemnity pur-
poses. Some doubt arising as to the legality of
that withdrawal, the case was referred by this
department to the .

Attorney-Genera- l for his
opinion on the question of law. That officer
held that the withdrawal was legal, and
that during its existence Miller could
acquire no right or title to the tract
claimed by him and on which he lived.
"Whilst - recognizing the correctness or the
law, you saw the injustice of the case, so far as
the individual settler was affected; and that
"hundreds of others were similarly situated who
might and would be affected; and you directed
that such grants should be so administered by
this department as, if possible, to protect these
settlers from such injustice, stating your be-

lief that this can be done under the provision
which declares that these selections shall be
made under the direction of the Secretary of
the Interior.

"After Years of waiting, Congress had failed
to empower the department to make the neces-
sary surveys whereby some of the grants might
Toe adjusted and no immediate prospect of such
surveys was in sight. Hut a law was passed
March 3, 1S-- --'4 U. S., 5fift, whereby the Secre-
tary of the Interior was directed to immediately
adjust each of the railroad land grunts made by
Congress to aid in the construction of rail-
roads. With an earnest desire to obey the
mandate of Congress to give to the corpora-
tions their every right under the laws 'and at
the same, time follow the directions given by
you to see that ample protection should be ex-
tended to settlers and those seeking to make
settlement Oh the public lands (a matter which
"had been so long and so utterly overshadowed),
I entered upon a most careful consideration of
the whole subject of the history nnd law relat-
ing to land grants, and concluded that if the
department was clothed with authority to make
Indemnity withdrawals, as had been done in so
many instances, the exercise of that authority
"res matter entirely within sound dis- -

Ar-tio- fl and not - a matter - of
'ii obligation !. .any, respect;

ivv. the suae sound " ecritioa whloh, in the
si of the con Fr--: . tilled said with-l--i- a

now dernnnde- - crcetnptorily in the
ptiliUp interest speedy revocation of the same,'
and that the most effective way of expediting
anNfcdJustment of the land grants, and doing

xact justice to the companies, guarding and
promoting the' interests of the. settlers also,
wa to permit too public to enter into competi-
tion wi'Jtt the companies "in the selection of
lands ieretofore withdrawn for Indemnity pur-
poses. vS

"Accordingly, on May 23, 1837. with your ap-

proval, rules were laid upon the different com-

panies for whose benefit withdrawals had been
made, to show cause by a day cer ain why said

--withdrawals should not be revoked. Some of
tho companies failed to show causa: others filed
answers unseating to the revocations, as they
bad received satisfaction of the grant either in
full or as far as possible: others assented on
condition that lamia covered by selections al-

ready made should be excepted from the order
ot revocation, and other companies objected to
the order of revocation as Illegal and in viola-

tion of chartered rights. Briefs were filed and
Ti arguments accorded to the counsel of such

.companies as desired to be heard, all of which
were fully and carefully considered, as was due
'to the importance of the questions and the
magnitude of the interests involved; and on
August 13, 1887, my views were fully expressed
In a decision rendered in the case of the Atlan-

tic & Pacific Railroad Company, which by an-

swer and argument raised nearly all the objec-

tions that were presented In part only by a num-

ber of other companies.

Farmers and farmers'., sons ; know how .

cuts' easily, o however, being of a--- -

. i . . . .1 .cneesy quamy, anu - tueau points
nifttA it dAsirn.hlfl for nines. ."J v .). ...

" Two men nrst attacK nie logs in tne"-yar- d

with a crosscut saw and divide :

them into ' short pieces , ,v hicU "are:
thrown into tho mill. Horo: they are
divided again into small bits and are- -
seasoned. witnout splits' or

Russian polo-
naise falls
straight in panel
effect over this
skirt, with open
space on one side
or both, or else il
may be lightlj
draped in front
In this case it is
caught np in a
careless fashion
on one side and
held by silk cord
ornaments. The
former model,
designe.d for a
leading New York
fashion journal,
is here illus-
trated. The cle-ga- nt

short
dresses for visit-
ing and recep-
tion toilets sent
out, show a com

bination of two kinds of velvet or else of
camels halx or India cashmere, with velvet;
or of faille francaise combined with velvet
Btripe'd moire. Among the novelties are
braided stripes woven in bold relief , to
reprsent rows of braid-wor- k sewed
to the fabric. Wide stripes are formed
of six or eight rows of what appears to
be soutache of rich handiwork in silk ap
plique, but U in fact woven into the back-
ground these groups of stripes separated
by xlain strips of diagonal fabric, the braid
in black on terra cotta, Russian green, rose-
wood, dahlia, and all the bronze and golden
brown shades. ' Superb silk cord ornaments
are seen upon the stylish cloth coats inado
by fashionable tailors and modistes, and to
these are addsd fur trimmings .of martin,
beaver, blue fox. or Tersian lamb skin.
These are noted on tho new velvet-lik- e

cloths now used for jackets, and' a," coat of
this description costs - considerably "more
than a plainly-mad- o and trimmed confec-
tion of Lyons velvet ' ; .

Basques and bodices are gradually being
lengthened to cover the hips still more
deeply. ..The vest, the plastron, the separate
waistcoat, the demure
nun's corsage lapping
frotn right to left,
and revers of every
shape and kind are .

seen on the newest
Paris dresses. It is
almost impossible to
make the front of the
bodice too dressy' in
effect, or to go far
astray in the design.
The broad end; showy,
directoire rearers give
the effect of breadth,
and are seen alike on
the richest and sim-
plest gowns. Collars
remain high - and
close, often to exag-
geration, and aretoften made of two
fabrics, . the . one in
front matching the
vest or plastron," the
one on the back and sides being of the
third material need for decoration, be it
braiding, embroidery, a contrasting ma-
terial or corded silk finished with French
pipinga

In evening dress dark velvet bodices will
again be worn over
airy skirts of lace
tulle silk etamine and
crepe lissa Many are
cut V shape or square
in the neck, with
drapery ; of lace or
other diaphanous
textile over the
shoulders. Very ef-

fective toilets show
these skirts finished
with bands and loops
of velvet correspond-
ing with the bodica
Among the late im-

portations are pink
camels hair tea gowns,
silk embroidered and
trimmed with narrow
bands of dark fur.
Fancy muffs made tormtwm natch the toilet, and
formed of a combina-
tion of materials, are
small and compact

Muffs of fur are much larger in size.
Large hats asd small princesse bonnets

take the lead in popularity. Changeable
velvet is much ussd fer dressy head gear,
and ribbon loops in moire and satin; and
Blender quill feathers, richly shaded to cor-
respond in tone with the shot velvet, are
used to trim. Black velvet bonnets and
round hats are enriched with bands of jet
medallion heads, at the edge of the brim
and around the crown.' The hat is then
trimmed with sable plumes and long rib-
bon loops from the back, a style that is
finding,, increasing favor.. Seal-ski- n gar-
ments are greatly improved in shape, being,
fitted more closely to the form. Short
wraps in seal are made in all the fashions
able shapes of velvet or plush mantles. ;

Monkey skin, golden beaver, and blue fox
for linings, are very popular. The tour-nn- re

still lives, but appears, just now, sub-
ject to modifications and .repressions,,
owing to the crusade against it . CD. F. . ,

A Spanish medical journal states
that twenty-seve- n of the officers and
crew of a gunboat belonging to the
navy of Spain were poisoned, some
time ago, by eating fish caught in a.
bay "on the southern coast of Cuba.
None of the patients died, but the ill-

ness was severe in some cases, although
in most instances it did not last longer
than two days. N. 37 Ledger. ;

"So you are to be married?"
"Yes, and to the nicest crlrl in tho
world! Charley, she's worth a million!"1!
"You don't say so! Harry, I congratu-"- !
late you, old boy!" ,"Yes; she's worth j

a minion 01 sucn gins as one sees in i

society." . .''Oh!',' Charley, murmurs,
as he goes off, "Poor fool, how I pity
him!"

Gus (who has been , making an
evening call) "What a very cold and
distant girl Miss Waldo is. Jack.
When ; I bade her good-nig- ht she only
gave me three fingers. . 1 actually had
a chilL" Jack "And what did you
do, Gus?" r Gus "I stopped on my
way home two or three times and got
three fins-er- a more." J T. Sun

other defects are then selected and the v... . . . .. t . .

The Irish Editor Talk Surreptitiously
From UN Quarters in Tullamore Jail.
Dcbux, Dec 1. Mr. O'Brien, in a letter

smujfled from Tullamore jail to a friend
in Dublin, says:

The substance of Mr. Balfour's letter has
been conveyed to me. Mr. Balfour's state-
ment that I pleaded weak action of the heart
and delicate condition of the lungs
as an excuse for not being forced
to wear crminal clothes is a cruel
falsehood. I am not aware of such weakness,
and certainly never decla ed it. The medi-
cal examiner never referred to this, my only
weakness being in my left lung, which
does not trouble me at present. If Mr. Bal-
four is acting on the belief that
the state of my health renders the application
of brute force dangerous, the course he has
pursued could not be recommended on tho
score of humanity. For six days after
committal I was subject to constant threats of
force and put on bread and water diet. When
this proved fruitless I was led to believe that
the point would not be insisted upon. There-
upon my clothes were stolen. Since securing
new clothes I h:we been unable to change
them night or day for fear of their being stolen.
No official int'mation has yet been given to re-
lieve mo of this continued strain. This let-
ter is the only means of vindicating myself
against Mr. Balfour's foul and dishonoring im-
putations. Henceforth I shall not speak g

my health. I do not take any nourish-
ing food. In the face of intolerable calumnies
I leave' it to honorable men to judge the chiv-
alry of Balfour's false and heartless insinua-
tions. '

, A Murderer's Horrible Confession.
Columbia, S. U., Dec. 1. Accounts

were published ten days ago of a horrible
wife murder committed by Stephen Bailey
in Berkley, and the attempted suicide of
tbe murderer. Bailey yesterday made a
confession in tho presence of Jailer
Harris. Bailey was over seventy
years-- , of, ajje. ..The substance of

'his . confession is - as follows: "I
have been married three times. I killed
my first wife with a club. Her name was
Catherine. I buried her in the' garden,
and after a while it was found out and the
people dug her up and buried her in the
gTaveyard. She had six: children for me.
My second "wife's ' name was Mary. I
killed her with a brick by hitting, her in
the head. I will not tell what I did with
her body.? She had one child a boy.
His name:5 is Saber. I : don't know
where he Is. My third wife's name was
Sallie. . She was unfaithful to mo for a
long. time. Aly wife and I had not been
ou good terms for three or four weeks.
That day I laid in wait for her in a foot-
path and as she came along I hit her on
the head with an axe and killed her and
dragged her body into the bushes until that
night. Then 1 sent my boy to the yard for
a wheelbarrow, and when he came I
sent him to the house. Then I put tbe
body into the wheelbarrow and carried it
about a mile and put it in the furnace. At
sunrise I started the fire, and about eight
or nine o'clock it was found. Sallie bad
seven children."
Possibilities i Trouble In France Over

the Presidency.
Loxdox, Dec. 1. The problem of the

presidency of the French Republic grows
more intricate daily. It is now almost
absolutely certain that the Republican
factions will not combine, though they
can not fail to see that it will b9 worse
for them if they do not, and the Republic
is confronted by the greatest danger
that has ever threatened its existence.
President Grevy has expressed his deter-
mination to cling to his office until he
knows who has been chosen as his succes-sor,an- d

it is further asserted that he will
not allow the newly-electe- d Presi-
dent to succeed him unless he
shall bo a Conservative and entire-
ly acceptable to a large majority
of the Republican, even going to the
length of using military force to prevent
his taking posseesion of the office. How
M. Grevy could carry out this programm
no one can accurately judga, but all who
know him believe that he would
make the attempt against almost
any odds, if he believed himself
justified therein. - If M. Clemenciaa
should carry the election, or the Boulan-ge- r

Extremists succeed in electing the
General, through combinations with other
sections, there will certainly bs a row,
and a bloody one at that. The excite-
ment is great and party and factional
feeling is wrought up to a point where the
slightest thing may cause an outbreak.

Lak Navigation Statistic. ;

Buffalo, N. Y.f Dec. 1. The Commer-rial- 's

summary of the- - business of 1887,
published yesterday, says: "The season
as a whole, has been a peculiar one.
has been unusually profitable to owners cf
vessel property. Rates on grain, coal; ore
and lumber have ruledh.igh daring tin en
tire season, but it has been a most disas-
trous one to, insurance companion. on ac-
count of the numerous' heavy gales, and
unsatisfactory to canat-boatme- n on ae-- "

count ot railroad competition' at tliii port.
I he movement of ehief articles or com-- -
merce for the season has be,en very heavy,
exceeding that of any preceding year;
with one exception. The total figures to,
round numbers are as follows: ..! ' ,' . . : '

at Buffalo, by lakeGrain,
101,000,000 bu.; lumbar, 265,000,000 feat.
Shipments at Buffalo, by canal Grain,
50.OOD.000 l.n.; by rail, 27.000,000 bn, ; lum-
ber, by canal, 65,000,000: feet; coal,' by
lake, 1,833,00J tons. ;. '

,

An English Opinion f Mrs. Cleveland.,
BosTOir, Nov. 80. Mr. Wm. Jones, sec-

retary of the English peace Society of
Philadelphia, in a letter to a friend in
England, tells of a chat he recently had
with Mrs. Cleveland, concerning whom he
says: "Mrs. Cleveland impressed me as
being a woman of noble aspirations. Her
sympathy with suffering evinced in her
feeling allusions to Nashville and the
South, where I was going, in reference to
which she observed: . 'There you will find
they know something of war in ita reali-
ty showed an earnest desire on her part
for the establishment of righteous and hu-
mane National relations in place of tin
miseries of war."

shrinking leaves with an experimeirwiMJL When the bowl is finished,
ing hand; but very few have takeniiT stem of bone, wood or 'amber is'f,

work- nr makincr tlia bowls oao-ina-
. A ,

long row of ' operators sit at a bench
Deiore lames, uorius maciiincg, rasDS
and sand-paperi- ng apparatus and the :

bits of appletree ;pass rapidly from one
onAlhaii o d netn nnaa hid ' enAklIV; CTtiivswivih no s tvsu vtvvcj in ouuunt

deftly inserted and fastened, tho bowls
receive their final coat of varnish and
are packed in boxes., . : .

Many thousand pipes are turned out..'..
every season.; oome are, ingeniously , ,

carved: by experts, who make eood
wages at the business. Animals, birds 'and' human i faces are, carvod with
great fidelity and one of .these speci--
mens will compare favorably with, ,

meerschaum pipes for , artistic ef-,- .,

feet Thisfirm also manufactures ,
briar-woo- d pipes, but has to bring that
wood some distance. Tho briar is a
favorite with many smokers, just as,
the corn-co-b or- - the long clay "nine"
has its admirers. ! The choice of a pipe , s

depends not a little on association and
suggestion. Certainly thero could be
less pleasinsr" sngjrcstions' than;f th
apple-tre- e pipe bring., as. one pictures
iii its fragrant cload of .smoke a lordly
appie-tre- e on ' some liocklaitd County
hill-sid- e, with its fruitage of Newtown
pippins and its possibilities of rare.
rich cider. JVI T. ZH6ane.fi ! , ,

' A Constant Reminder. :
i

f "Why do you wear that nickeCou
vour watch chain?" asked il citv hail"'

trouble to examine them as tney
deserve. The botanist restrained,
perhaps, by pity for their humility-see- ms

to have seldom used his section-- ,
knife and-forcep-

s on the in and while
other wonders of tho plant-worl- d have
been fully investigated, , the Mimosa
remains almost unknown. . ..... ;

The Mimosa is a native of .Brazil,
but it hag long been an occupant of
our In e;race of form
and beauty of color, no other plant
surpasses it Its tender leaflets shrink
and droop at the slightest .touch, like
a meek spirit from the ! world's gaze.
Its graceful feather-shape-d loaves, in
common with "most similarly shaped
leaves of the Lequminosce or pea tribe,
to which botanical order the Mimosa
belongs, close at the approach of dark--!

ncss; and its extreme sensitiveness is
but an extension of this peculiar plant-sleep- :'

Wind or raini causes its leaves
to close and its stalks to droop. When
Budilenly shaken by the wind, the leaf-
lets and leafstalks fall simultaneously.
The same effect is seen when a plant;
is put ' into ' a ' ' darkened ' room

'duriug ' the day; "nk. ' strong
light , from a paraffin1" lamjS ' was
placed near two plants1 of "Mimosa
sensitiva at . night" After thirty min-
utes had elapsed, one 'of the ' plants,
the uiore vigorous of the two, opened
its leaves partially; tho other or less
robust plant showed almost no feeling.
A plant which had been on an exhibi-
tion table at a flower-sho- w' for tivo
days; and which' was ' noticed to re-.cei- ve

constant attention from ' sbiu'e
children present, was found to have
lost much of its excitability" fand did
not , again return to its normal state,.
though the plant continued In a seem
ingly healthy, condition for about a

, month afterward. . Two leaves .which
were nearest the edge "of the table,
and consequently of tenest, touched, by

, the children's fingers, were' completely
immobile for ten days after, the show.'

,The vapor' of chloroform, prusslo
acid,. ether and nicotine . irritates the
leaves,., ana in some cases destroys
their mobility. A little . chloroform
dropped on the., base of a leafstalk
causes it to droop j and, the: leaflets,
beginning at the apex, and proceeding
to the base of the leaf, close in succes--

- - U: T -
attache of a milkman who wa after a,
board of health permit to peddle ow 'juice. ! 4"I wear it as a reminder tp get;
even with one of my customers, was it
the answer. "Over a year ago I took .

that f nickel, which was then beauti-- .,
fnllv cmlfl-rlftt,r- fL n.s . fiv iln)1
"piece in payment of a bilLs As soon 7
as I detected the fraud I took it back ;
to the woman who passed- - it on me., I.

but she refused to make it good. So I .:
attacnea. it to my 'watch-chai- n and
kept on supplying hef with milk as : :

though nothing had happened.' 'Bat
n6w every day I make her quart one- - v
fourth water and 6nc3 tt week I credit '
uci Trim uuviuurtu me amount or ' her' fs '

milk bill' in a book which I keep for
that purpose, "When the1 sum total
standing to her credit is fi 95 she shall
have pure milk once more, and not '

until then. She knows the milk ' is "

watered, but whenever she shows an
inclin ation to complain I hand 1 a th -

nickel and say that my milk Is as 'pure '

as gold. That settles iVhuffalExpress,


