Jron Eounty Register.

BY ELID. AKE.

TRONTON. - - = MISSOURI

MOTHER'S LIGHT.

A fisher boy went sailing out 4
The morn was fresh and fair:
He bounded o'er the waters biue
Withott a thonght of care.
As sights along the shore grew dim,
One tiny speck afar—
His mother's cottage on the clig
Was like u guiding star.

The morn was fair, but ‘ere the night
A storm came o'er the sea,

And throueh the blind and chilling mist
He drifted neiplessly.

The breakers roared, the darkness feil,
The box was flled with fear

No ligh®. no velce, no arm to Lave;
He felt that deata was near.

Then like u tiny star appears
A Tar«uf! feenle light:

It faint. but steady, cheering beam

= _l!:.- plerced the ploomy night

Tis mother's light ™ he eried with joy,
* I'll steer by mother s Hoht:

"Twill guide me safeiy o the shore,
She's suved her boy 1o-night. ™

Your boy saliz out in Hife to-d Y
There muny o =storm to meet.

And when the darkness setties down,
And wild wares round him best.
Huve you the pow'r 10 sruide h in safe

Through , 'ring ni;
Cun he shout ully the

“I'ilsteer

= hewile

wirh the storm-
mother's [rht >
O irents. holil rour lamps aloft

A word, a smile, o prayver

Thot 15 the wem' sy of your child,

il
1 wand right.
iz through life, or death,

other s Heht.
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N excited thronge
was assembled

of the
nent

houses of
adelphia, one
Friday morn-
ing, carly in the
T0's,.and officers

promi-
business

in uniform were busy pressing the peo-
ple back from the open door.

A great robbery had been perpetrated, |

and Mr. Sangers. the brilliant yvoung

B. In N, W. Christian A'h‘u-r nan amnd lady.
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ment,

in front of one |

hil- |

partner in the firm of Sangers, Wether- |

by & Co., had been found that morn-
ing, Iyving dead amid the ruins of the
money vault. with his hands bound
behind his back and his face disfizured
bevond recognition. The murderers,
however, had taking with
them an enormons booty., but leaving
behind not a vestige by which to trace
their whereabhouts,

Mr. Wetherby was in Europe at the
time, but was hastily summoned home
by cable, and he ¢came to find that the
robbery had ruined him with many oth-
ers. He turned his property over to an
assirnee fordistribution among the ered-
itors and, with a mere pittance Jeft,
went to live an obscure life in one of
his humblest teneaents,

People remarked that Mrs. Sangers.
the mother of the murdered man, bore
the loss of her only son. Charles, with
“stoie bravery,” for, a year later, her
parties were as brilliand and she as
fascinating a member of the social fru-
ternity as she had ever been.

escaped,

Our narrative necessitates a change
of scene, and to expedite matters we
must imagine ourselves ensconced in
the city of Melbourne, Australia.

George Steinway and Clara Winters
had known eaeh other from early
childhood. They swere children of
New England parents who had come
to this far-away conntry to seek their
fortane, and, finding it, became so en-
deared to the land of their adoption
that they resolved to remain eitizens of
the occident.

George, however, felt that he ought
to have been an American and that the
refusal of his parents to go back to
their native land was a <ort of scheme
to cheat him out of his birthright. So.
one bright morning, he bade Clara
good-by, with the tacit understanding
thuat he would some day send fgr her
although there had never been an ox-
press engagement, and turned his face
towards the land of his forefathers.

Clara felt very miserable for weeks
afterwards. Sometimes she thought to
herself: *‘Perhaps George doesn’t love
me, after all, or he would bave told me
so before he left: and yet, huwin't it
been understood all aloog?

This taeit sort of Jove had an uncer-
tainty about it thut was very unsatis-
fact‘;r_)'. and she often wished that
George had asked her *‘plump out to be
his wife.”

They had grown up so together that
it had been taken for granted, and they.
sensible, unromantic personages that
they were, never induiged in idle
dreams. but enjoyed each other’s so-
ciety mn a straightforward, everyday
manner.

At last the long-looked-for letter
came, the only one she had ever re-
ceived from George. With nervons
hands she opened it to see—but stopped
in disappointment, for it began: “Miss
Clara. Dear Friend,” aud closed: “*Sin-
cerely vours, George.”

It was a very sensible, well composed
letter, but Clara detested it, for some-
how it failed to strike the right chord,
and made her miserable. “George
world meet some one in the great city of
Ph ladelphia that would suit him much
better than she.”

.is time passed she became convinced
thot tieorge regurded their relationship
g3 one of friendship and nothing niore,
and so was not ndverse to the atten-
tions of Mr. Ellbridge Pierson, the
young American millionaire  who had
recently settled in Melbourne.

Mr. Pierson was sucha man of policy:
80 suave, so gentle. so refined, so every-
thing but outspoken frankness. and in
fact the possessor of such fabulous
wealth that all the ladies of Melbourne
thought him a wonlerful catch.

Although npot exactly her ideal of a
man, Clara rather liked him, and poor
George's commonplace letters ceased to
canse annoyance.

Whether George suspected anything
or not is hard to tell; but omne day he
wrote a real love letter, telling her that
he was doing splendidly, and hoped in
the course of a year to have a home of
his own, and asked her to come and
grace it for him as his bride. .

She wept bitter tears over this letter.
“Jf it had omly cou;:' t:oner." she
thought, “for 1 really e him.”

Jt was now too late, she was engaged

——

tomarry Mr. Pierson; he had asked her
the eveniog before George's letter
came. She was to move into his spacious
mansion and be the wife of the richest
man in Melbourne.

Poor tizkle Clara did not feel elated
over her fortunate choice. George’s
love was sincere, there was no donbt
about that. With a sad heartshe wrote
a letter of explanation, asking his for-
giveness and expressing the hope that
he would find some one more deserving
than herself.

George reeeived the letter like a
thunderbolt. It seemed to bennmb all
his facuities. lle lost his capacity for
business and censured himself for the
insane security with which he had re-
garded the tacit understanding, but he
did not blame Clara. o

Gradually he recovered his old busi-
ness methods and as time passed his
hoard of worldly goods grew in pro-
portions antil he asquired the renuta-
tion of a rich old bachelor and it was
the wonder of his friends why he didn’t

marry.

One day a friend remarked that Mrs
Sauzers was abont to visit her nephew,
Pierson of New York, who
been out of the country for son:.

and hiad married a echarminge wiie while

Mr.

L veurs

nbroad.
“Abroad” is a very extensive plaee,

he thought to himself, *and of course

had |

it is some one else ™ bat still he was un- |

usually mody the rest of the day.

It happened not long after this that
Mr. Steinway was ealled to the metrop-
olis on business, and, 18 he was passing
out of the ferry staon amid a sreat
coneconrse of people, he ennghit sizhit of

NMrs. Sanrers.

She was conversing with a gentle-
"l{(‘!‘ II"!J!: 3% i lie
honrht to himself. The lady raioo-d

1

t

hier head so that he saw her (i

He started back in amazement.

she, Clara, but how changed.
There an  air

abont her that smote

chill. =he was not happy, he felt sure.

He prazed at her sorrowfully for n me-

aned then ha=tened
throurh the erowd. called a

soon was in the heart of the great city.

P AT
stinctiy,

It was

was

turning

cab and

husband, Mr. Picerson, and in that tall,
gracefal, full whiskered man he
rhit he hund seen the signs of duo-

plicity that mark a hypocrite.

“That man isa villain,” he thoneht
to hims=«H, snd then the nexst
mentally added:  “Pshasw. it's only nat-
ural aversion for him: he may be a4 anice
man,” bt still, be a5 honest with bim-
self as he might, there was always the
recurring thought: “That man is a

Imiinte

I villain.™
Some titne after this the papers an-
nounced the illaess of e David Rut-

teriield, a physician of
~ltill, bhut bearing the reputation of a
rrasping and avaricions As the
became event to
the dowtor himself that he had only a
short time to live. No one understood
the fatal complication better than he.
e was cool and eollected, ot insisted
on having an immediate interview with
Mr. \\'-"lav':"v}'.

It was w8th strange thoughts resard-
ing the meaning of the summons that
the old man entered the sick chamber.

We pass over what transnired duor-
ing the hoanr that Mr. Wetherby and
Dir. Ratterfield were together, nt when
the old nian rose to leave he was all in
a tremble. =1 forgive yvou. Rutter-
field.™ he, with a broken
“trv and malke your peace with Heav-

LA lt]"‘;‘ll'l.:l]‘ll.

.

disense pProgres se0¢] it

~aied vorjee;
1.

Mr. Ellbridee Pierson eame down the
steps of his fine mansion one pleasant
morning. stroking his sandy beard and
whistling a ray tune. He was evident-
Iy feeling more than usually at peace
with the world.

He was turning down a side street
towards oue of the stations of the ele-
vated railway, when a plainly-dressed
old man stepped in front of him and

TOTHARLES SANGERS, AS SURE
il

BOEN.

AM

AS 1

suddeniy exelaimed: “Well, [ declare,
Charles Sangers, my
sure as [ am born.”

A cloud overspread the previously un-
rutiled features of Mr. Pierson. Ilis
smile fledd, an ashy paleness crept to
the very roots of his hair.

**Mad man.” he cried, regaining his
composure, “stand out of my way!"”

The old man never budged.

**(vet out, [ say, or I'll call an officer,™
cried Mr. Pierson.

He started forward but the old man
gripped him by the coat. *'Stay: you
want anofficer? They are handy by.”

Mr. Pierson struck the old man a
savage blow and jerked away. “Yon

belong in the asylum and should be
locked up immediately. for you are
dangerous.” he eried.

“Yes,” said the old man, *lam
dangerous, particularly to you, Mr.
Sangzers.”

He made a motion with ais hand, and
a man muflled in & henvy cloak, who
had been swalking leisursly behind,
steppedi suddenly forward and laid his
hand on Mr. Pierson’™s shonlder. [Iis
cloak fell back revealing a bright star.

“You wanted an officer,” said the oid
man to Mr. Pierson, as thouzh in ex-
planation.

“What does thiz mean?”
Pierson. angrily.

“It meoans.” answere. e old man.
“that Dr. Rutterfield is d »u L. that a dy-
ing man has a conscience. that it is now
conclusively known that the dead body
found in our place of business at the
time of the robbery. which left me a
ruined man, was bronght from one of
the hospitals through the instrumentali-
ty of Dr. Rutterfield. The mutilation
of the corpse and the dress of my re-
spected partner was all that was neces-
sary to remove suspicion from the real
anthor of the deed, but, ‘murder will
out..'.

Mr. Pierson's fiery eves grew somber
and reflective. His face assumed a mar-
ble immobility of expression. He
walked by the side of the officer with-
out remonstrances

eried Mr.

old partner, as|

|
|
|

of hopelesspess |
Steinway with a |

| stormy road

|

Finaliy ke <aid. in a jow voice: “Yonur
grip is so hard that it pains me.”

The offiz:r loosened his hold some-
what. Pierson gave a violent jerk,
brolze the officer’s hold and a moment
later turned with a drawn revelver and
fired two shots. One whizzed by the
ofticer's lhead, the other wouanded the
old man in the side. 1o fired acain be-
fore the officer conid reach him., bnt
this timme he was his own victim. A
ballet erashe:d thronzrh his brain and he
fell heavily npon the sidewalk.

Mr. Wetherby's injury was slight ana
he was soon as well as ever, but there
was great excitement when it was
learned that Mr. Pierson, the Austra-
LBan miilionaire, was none other than
Charles Sangers, of the old firm of San-
gers, Weatherby & Co.

'oor Mrs. Pierson was broken-hearted,
buat she was resolved that all possible
restitution shonld be malde for her has-
ban’s sin and so she relinguished her

eletins to the property. She found

but it

a life of Op-

soelf

to travel after

moeans of supnort, was a

.
ulenee
Mr. Steinway came to see her imme-

diately after the troubie, bat she was

| towa promnd to receive anyv direel assist-
.. - . A
e hiad eaugnt one elear look of her |

| v as possible:

i
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ance, insiness, however, beernn to eall
him to New York mach more freqguent-
I¥ than in the past, and his friends grew
suspicions,

One day he ecame back with a radiant
face. under-

standings this time.

There wans a complete

Lrearge and Clara are now livinge in
oni* of the linest residences of the eood
old Quaker city, and, after every chris-
tening, they say to each other as loving-
“We muast teach this

malig o tacit enrare-

Eowixy Wenn.

never to
ment.”

child

WORKSHOP OF THE PLANET.

the Great Misslssippl Valley Is
Clearly Destined to Be,

What

One hundred years ago the pioneers
from England, the advance guard of the
great colummn of Anrlo-Saxon micsra-
tion, that has during the interval
muireleyal 1o the Paeitie, abolishine the
frontier and ¢onquering the desert, de-
seended the westorn slopes of the Al
leghanies into the walley of the Ohio

and disappeared in ite solitudes, Chi-
cago, Cincinnati and St. Lonis were

outposts of civilization., exposed to the
brand and the tomabawk. A few
huts,  trading  stations and mission
were scattered along the crom-
Wing banks of the rivers and in the
profound depths of the forests There
were neither highways nor publie con-
veévances: commerce, agricuituare, nor
manufactures; no schools, chuarelies,
nor society: nothing but nature and its
vicissitudes, the savage and his presy.
From that wnsurveved wilderness, in
less than a century, twenty-one states
have been admitted into the union,
having an area of eight hundred mil-
lion aeres, a population of more than
thirty-fire million, and wealth beyond
measurement or computation. Sparse-
ly inhabited. with rude and unscientific
meathods, its resources hardly touched.
the states of the Mississippi valley last
year produced more than three-quar-
ters of the saurar. coal, corn, iron, oats,
wheat, cotton, tpbaceo, lead, hay, lum-
ber, wool. pork, beef, horses and mules
of the entire country, together with a
large fraction of its gold and silver.
Their international commerce is al-
ready greater than all the foreign com-
merce of the combined nations of the
earth.

China supports four bundred million
people upon an area smaller and less
fertile. The civilization of Egypt,
wiiose monuments have for forty cen-
turies excited the awe and admiration
of mankind., was nourished by the cul-
tivation of than ten  thousand
square miles in the narrosw valley and
delta of the Nile. The delta of the
Rhine and the adjacent lands reclaimed
from the Zuyder ¥Yee, less than fifteen
thousand square miles, has long sus-
tained the United Kingdom of the
Netherlands, and given to a dense pop-
niation wealth, comfort and content-
ment. The delta of the Mississippi, be-
low its junction with the Ohio, richer
than the Nile or the Rhine, excee Is the
combined area of Holland and Egypt,
aud is destired under the stimulus of
free labor and the incentives of self-
rrovernment to build a fabrie of society
more opulent and enduring.

Add to this the inexhzustible alluvion
of the streams above and the fertile
prairvies from which they descead, and
arithmetic of the past has o
l..arithms with which to compute the
problems of the economie and commer-
cial future of the west. It will be pre-
domipant in the development, not of
this country alone, but of the hemis-
phere, and will give direction to the
destinies of the human race. When its
agricultural. mining and manufactur
ing resources are fually developed by
steam and electricity the Mississippi
valley will support and enrich, withous
crowding, five hundrad million people,
and be not only the granary but the
worlgshop of the planet. —Ex Sepator
Ingails, in Lippincott.
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His Occupation Gone.

Editor—Mr. Funnyman. your humor
ous department is not half so bright
and fresh as it used to be. Are voun in
poor health?

Mr. Funnyman—>No-o, sir; my health’s
all right, but I'm a!'rui-tl'll have togive
up humaorous work.

*What's the matter?”

-Well, sir, I got married some months
ago, and now, when I printa joke about
wives, my wife thinks it means her:
and, if mention a mother-in-law, her
mother comes round and raisesthe roof:
and, besides, one of my wife's brothers
isa plumber, and the other is a coal
dealer, and she has a half-brother who
is a book agent, and they're all big men
with ugly tempers. 1f you don’t mind
I'd like to retire from the humorous de-
partment, and take a position as obitua-
ry editor.”—National Tribvoe.

| Tally
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HARDEZN YOUR MUSCLES.

Slmple Rules for Athletle Practice thaf
Apyboday May Follow.

Few men scem to be aware that five

minntes spent in daily, or even three

imes a week, in exercises pri Iperiy se-
lected for bringing out all the principal
muscles of the body are suiticient to set
the blood coursing freely to the ex-
tremities, to stimulate the heart, to
massige the bowls, to stir up the liver,
to strengthen the limbs, to straighten
the shoulders and increase the capacity
of the Inngs, sayvs the Tribune.

All the apparatus required is an ordi-
pary walking stick.

Dir. C. P. Linhart. physical instructor
of the Manhattan Athletic e¢lub, rec-
ommends the followinr exercises to
busy men on rising in the morning or
just before goingz to bed at night:

“For the upper part of the arms:
Grasp the cane firmly at both ends with
the hands and hoid it across the chest,
letting the middle of the cane rest on
the bireast just under the chin. Drop
the hands forward and down to the full
length of the arios rapidly and return
to position on the ehest, aceenting the
upward movements. Continne this for
thirty seconsds. Holding the cane as

i before. push the armsstraizht above the

head, fall length, taking long, full
breaths. Continue this for thirty see-
onds more.

“For the muscles of
the arms at full lenzth
and the honds grasping the
the end of the last exerecise, s

the sides: With
abuve the head
eane, as in
ving from

side to side as fur as possible: time,
thirty seconds.
“Here pause and take two long, deep

breaths of five seconds each.

“To strengthen the forenrm: Grasp
the cane in the middle with one hand
and extend it at arm’s length, on a level
with the shoulder. Then twist the cane
}_‘l"l"k and forth. like the 5!;-:1{!"\ of a

wheel, for twenty seconds. Then
change hands and repeat for twenty

seconds more. This will also strenethion
the grip.

“For the ankles and lmees:
Grasp the cane again with both hands,
as in the first exercise, and with arms
extended from  the
straight ont in front. drop the bady te
a sitting position. by bending the knees
and ankles. Haise the heeols
floor in goine down, and after comine
up again to full heirht on the heels,
rise on the tips of the toes. Continue
this slowly for forty-five seconds,

“The farther yon go down the more
severe will this exercise be.  Don't o
down far till you are used to it, It
gives the heart a good deal to do, and
should not be exeented too rapidly.

“Here pause again and take two long
deep breaths, five seconds each.

legs,

shonlders,

from the

e —

]

“For streagthening the neek and |
straightening stooped shoulders: Drop

the cane and clasp both hands back
of the top of the head. Let the ellw
point straight forward. e the
head forward and down so  that
the chin touches the chest.
the arms so as to put a tensiom on the
neck museles and push the head
back of an erect position. Throw the
chest forward as the head and shonl-
ders go back. Continue this for thirty
seconds. If the head is thrown back
with the chin held down, we can hardiy
help standing ereet.

“Take two more long, deep breaths,
five seconds each.

then

“For kneading the lower part of the |

bowels, stirring up the kidneys and
liver and preventing constipation. stand
erect and kick at the chest with each
knee alternately, bringing the knee up
as high and as close to the body as pos-
gible. Continue this for twenty-tive sec-
onds. This gives practically a Swedish
massage to the bowels,

“Pause now and take two lone full

breaths, five seconds each.”"—DBoston
Globe.
HER WISH.
She Was Solicitous for the FPoor Organ
Grinders,

Most people who go to Europe have
their minds set upon at least one place
or thing which they are particularly
anxious to see. This was the case with
a philanthropic spinster whe had lived
in Boston for nearly sixty vears. She
was to make her first trip abroad with
her brother’s family.

Her sister-in-law and her niece were
mapping out the route for the six
months’ travel, and presently one of
them said to her: “Now you must tell
where pou want to go., Auant Maria;
we're all choosing our favorite places,
you see.”

“I've heard you all agree on Italy,”
replied Annt Martha, “‘and that is the
only conntry I have any special desire
to visit.™

*Why. how nice!” said the niece. ina
tone of pleased surprise. *We were
talking it over the other day. and mam-
ma said she was afraid yvon wouldn't
ecare to go to Italy. Yeou're so fastidi-
ous; and though Italy is lorely, of course
there are drawbacks, you know.™

] presume there are drawbacks,”
said Miss Martha. shivering a little.
“I've heard of them. BEut you mustn’t
think I want to be sitting about on
cathedral steps or damp walls, my
dear. All I wish to see is some organ-
grinders in their native land. That has
been my desire for a good many years.
The men we see here look so poor and
ill fed!

“I thought perhaps,” added Miss
Martha, "if I could learn enough Ital-
ian to make myse!f understood by those
men, it would be a good thing for me
to advise them not to cometo Amer-
ica.”

*I think it would!” said her listeners
in chorus: but Miss Martha never un-
derstood why they laughed.—Youth's
Companion.

A Slow People.

The Chinese appear to go upon the
sssumption tbat there is always time
enougzh. A soeial eall has no limits. A
missionary. who speaks feelingly, says:
The excellent pastor who had for his
motto. “The man who wants to see
me is the man [ wznt to see,” would
have modified his dictum had he lived
for an¥ length of time in China. Not
improbably he would have followed the
example of another busy clergvman,
who hung conspicuensly in his study
the Scriptural motto: “*“The Lord bless
thy goings out!” The mere enuncia-
tion of his business often seems to cost
a Chincse a violent wrench. He says
nothing long enough to wear out the
patience of ten Europeans. He realizes
the truth of the adage: ““It is easy to go
on the mountains to fight tigers, but
te open vour mouth and out with a
thing—this is hard!"—Youth's Com
panion.

It Will Beom.

A league for the abolishment of mar-
siage has been organized by some young
women of Boston, and so far as theyare
personally concerned it will doubtless
be entirely successful. —Judge.

Pall on |

PITH AND POINT.

— First Class in Botanv.—Teacher—
“Bobby, what is moss?” Dobby—**It's
what roliing stones don't gather,
ma‘'am.”

—He—*""Do you think we ought to
take the chaperons along?” She—Will
it be dangerous? He—Well, the yacht
may capsize.” She—"“Then take them
along, by all means.” — Philadelphia
Item.

-—Ligquid Bait, of Course.—Tomson—
“Where are you going, Johnson?”
Johnson—*Fishing.” Tomson—"What
have you got in the bottle?” Johnson
—*Didn’t I tell yon I was going fish-
ing?"—Yankee Blade.

—*“Are vou going to have a dado in
your study?” ““No,” said the old gen-
tleman. “I've got a portrait of Dido
and the skeleton of a dido, and I guess
a dado’ll e a litiie bit too much of a
good thing."—Harper's Dazar.

—**What is that lunch set out for un
der that glass ease?” asked DBunting at
the dime museum. ““That is a relie of
Edgar Allen Poe.” “IHow s0?” “*Yon
know he was so poor he missed his
meals?” “Yes™ *This is one of the
meals he didn't eat.™—N. Y. Sen.

—Ile—**You know [ don’t approve of
tierht laciny in women. [ think such
copstant pressure arounnd the waist is
hichly injuriems.”  She—*I don’t think
that is what makes it so bad.” He—
“*What is it, then?" She (toyving with
her fan)—*It is because that method is
so artificial."—Cloak Review.

—As a countryman was sowing his
field two London bueks happened to be
riding by. Orne of them, thioking ta
make fun of him, called out to him:
“Well, honest eonntryman, it is yom
that sow. hat it is we that reap the
froit!” “AMayvhap it may be so, master,”
bawled the countryman; *I am sowing
hemp.”

—Visitor—*“'I understand that the pub

+ lie schools of this eity are models of

century progress.”  Little
that’'s what everyone
‘em.” *What do you
studyr?” evervthinge—{ree ‘and
drawin’, an’ an’ bacteriology,
an’ musie, an’ spectrnm analysis, an’
sewin® on baotton=s. an’ agrieultural
chemistry. an’ eyeryvihing.”

Johnny's  Mind Dissatisfied.—Mr.
Fizzletop was und®r the painful neces
sity of administering a severe castiga-
tion to his =on Johnny, After he hac
completed his Iabors he said sternly te
the safferinge vietim. “Now tell me
why I punished you.” *That'sit,” sob
qed Johnuy: “vounearly pound the life
out of me and now you don’t even know
why you did it."—Herrman’s Theater
Programme.

—A Difference of Moliey.—Hownow—
“] hear that vou are no longer working
for Grabbem & Skinner.” Hifly--"*No,
I've left them for cowd.” Hownow—
“Why, what was the matter? Hifly—
“Well, T differed widely from the mem-
bers of the firm on an important ques-
tion of business poliey and I eouald nc
longer conscientionsly work for them.”
Hownow—*"HHow that?” Hifly—
“Well. yon see. T thomght my services
were worth twelve dollars a week, and
they thougent they weren’t worth any-
thing: and they seemeid so set in their
views I decided to retire."—Jester.

nineteenth
Bagy—"Yesm,
says. I go to
.
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wias

HE COULD SYMPATHIZE.

The Terrible Adyventure of 28 Man with His
Weekiy Allowance.

Almost within hailing distance of his
home the slim man in the silk hat and
light overeoat was laid low with a stun-
ning blow from a sand-bag. When he
recovered his senses he was lying prone
in the gutter and a masked footpad was
going through his pockets.

“Move and you're dead,” growled the
robber,

At this moment he drew from the vie-
tim's vest two crisp one-dollar bills.

“My God! don’t take that. Have
merey.”

Bewildered by the shock of the fall,
overcome by the terronof the sitnation,
he sobbed like a child. The highway-
miin sneered.

“You won't miss it,” he coldly ob-
served.

The slim figure reclining upon the
pavement might have been observed to
writhe.

“If you only lmew. good sir—"

His voice was hollow and sugoestive
of agony.

“*How hard I have to struggle
what little moneyr—"

There seemed to be a big lump in his
thront.

*I get: how I have toschemeand plan
and pinch—"

He was sobbing again.

“*To wring from an unpropitious for-
tune the slender stipend youn hold in
your hand.”

Four hot tears dropped upon the eold
curbstone and trickled noiselessly into
the catch-basin.

“*Ha, ha ™

The robhber’s merriment was of the
hard, selfish sort.

“Spare me that monev.” eried the un-
happy victim, with spasmedic energy.
“] get no more for a week., My wife
told me so when she gave it to me this
afternoon.”™

The footpad started His frame shook.

“I'm no hog.” he muttered. *“This s
a meritorions case for charity.”

And the clock struck twelve as he
thrust the bills into the trembline hand
of the prostrate creature and disap-
peared in the darkness.

“Virtue is its own reward,” he solilo-
quized as he broke open an automatie
cigar seller, ““and I cansympathize with
a man like that.”—Detroit Tribune.

for

A Nice Legal FPoint.

A negro whose bruised and swollen
face and tattered clothing bore evi-
dence of rough handling recently
humped into the presence of a southern
magistrate. i

“I wants voh ter arrest Sam .John-
sing foh batt'ry. sah!” he exclaimed.

**For assault and battery. you mean,”
suggested the dispenser of justice,

“No. sah. .Jess foh batt'ry, sah.”

“How ean that be?”

“*Well, sah, it was jess dis way. Mah
mewl bruk inteh Johnsing's cohn
patch, an’ w'en Johnsing druv’im hum
he call me ano good, fool niggah.™

I wa'nt gwine teh stan® dat hohow,
so I ups an” guff him a whack witha
fence stake. sah.”

“Why, then, you assaulted him!”

“Yes, sah, [ did, sah. But he done
de batt'ry. He mos’ battered de life
outen me, sah!"—N. Y. Herald.

An Enviable Mortal.

First Visitor (to museum)—Did yon
see that man dining on carpet tacksand
nails and things?

Second Visitor—Yes. How I envied
him!

“Envied him?"

“Just think how he must enjoy shad.™
—N. Y. Weekly.

i

opposed to the single tax.

SINGLE TAX DEPARTMENT
What the Newspapers Say.

F. Latus is enlightening the people of
Boseman, Mont., through the Avant
Courier, of that place, and a lively dis-
cussion is going on in the Sentinel of
Stoughton, Mass, in the course of
which a writer, signing himself, *‘Single
Tax,” has called the attention of farm-
ers to some considerations which are
calculated to secure their favorable at-
tention.

The Reading, Pa., Morning Herald in
commenting on a statement made at
the New York real estate banquet to
the effect that though the whole of
Manhattan Island wasonce bought for
twenty-four dollars, some of it has been
recently sold at the rate of twenty-
seven dollars a square inch, asks this
pertinent and penetrating question:
“Who made land in New York worth
twenty-seven dollars an inch, and who
has gotten hold of the proceeds?”

The Hamilton. (Ont.) Evening Times
knows why men are idle. It concludes
a careful editorial on this subject with
this paragraph:

“Our whole system of laws is devised
in the interest of those who desire to get
without laboring to produce it. The
svstem was borrowed in block from
England, where it was perfected by
landlord parliament. working genera-
tion after generation with one end in
view—the spolintion of the working
masses by the loafing classes.  Cana-
dians have tolerated this fraudulent
systems for a century. Those who
couldn’t find working ground without
too much «ffort in old Canada went to
the western states, or in late years to
Manitoba. Dut ungrabbed land is now
becoming seare all over the continent,
and the necessity of applyving the legal
remedy beeomes daily more apparent.
A sensible syvstem of taxation., which
parliament will enact when voters in-
sist upon it, will send speculators flying
like chaif before the wind.  No other
question in Canadian polities approaches
this one in importance. Tax the grab-
bers and speculators heavily, and they
will get ont and make room for men
who want to work—the only men who
are of any real use to Canada.

The Erie (Pa.} Evening Herald, in an
able editorial article on the taxation of
farmers. puts the question in a new
lizht, and one which is likely to make
the farmers blink. It shows that farms
located at any distance from the towns
and cities have no site value; that their
value consists almost, if not entirely,
in the value of improvements, from
which it arzrues: *“That the taxes that
the oceupiers of the lands pay on the
ground, exclusive of the taxes on the
improvements, is assessed on a valua-
tion which does not exist.” and con-
eludes that, nnder such cireumstances,
the farmers as a class can not be in a
prosperous condition.

At the billion«dollar dinner of the
New York real estate men at Delomoni-
eo'sa reverend Mr. Lloyd drew out
great applause and cheering by saying
that the moment you make a man the
owner of his own home he ceases to be
an anarchist or socialist, whereupon the
Cincinnati Post asks if he does not
know that “in Hamilton county, state
of Ohio, for instance, and in the last
ten vears?” and that “‘thousands in Ohio
who owned their homes ten vears ago
are put poor tenants to-day?”

The Northwestern Labor Union, of
Minneapolis. sees throngh a ladder
much better than does the Knights of
Labor Journal. The Journal had
pointed to the late Tory leader, W. H.
Smith, as an example of a monopolist
whose fortune was due to no special
legislation. and as presenting a case
which no tariff reform or land taxation
or free competition counld reach. Mr.
Smith made his fortune through a
monopoly of the sale of papers and
books at railway book stalls. That he
enjoyed a legislative monopoly through
the railways on which such monopoly
was eonferred, was plain, and the Union
plainly states it. It savs:

“A railway company is an ‘imperinm
in imperio.” a government within a gov-
ernment, which is able to and does ex-
ercise the functions of a true govern-
ment, and issues special privileges and
creates momnopolies in precisely the
same manner as true governments do.
And this is just how it was that Mr.
Smith was able to amass his enormous
fortune. The English government sur-
rendered a large part of its sovereignty
to the railway corporations, and they
in turn conferred upon Mr. Smith a
small part of the sovereignty they had
received from the government, and by
just this special privilege derived from
government was Mr., Smith able to ac-
cumulate his enormous fortune, and if
the government were to do as the single
tax men ask, and simply abolish the
special privileges it hasconferred on the
railway companies, Mr. Smith’s monop-
oly would fall to pieces along with the
railway monopoly which fathered it.”

The rush of 60,000 individuals into the
recently opened Indian reservations Las
brought the Cincinnati Post, the Meth-
odists would say, ‘‘under conviction.”
In a single week, it says, men acquirc
there, *by mere force of aggregation of
population, about 1,000 per cent. of Mr.
George’s unearned increment, and the
man who is lecky encugh to induce a
couple of thousand of settlers to camp
around his one little stake will sudden-
ly find his land worth a small fortune,
and that without a day's work on it
either.”

The Farmers' Alliance department of
the Cineinnati Golden Rule, which is
in charge of Geo. C. Ward, who is dis-
tinguished for the readiness of his pen
rather than for the accuracy of his
thought, having been calied to order by
Cliff =. Walker for teaching that land
value taxes are shifted from owners to
users, the editor of the paper not only
diselaims Mr. Ward's unique doctrine,
but flatly asserts that the paper is not

The effeets of the Reading railroad
deal are beginning to be felt. The ont-
put of coal has been arbitrarily dimin-
ished, thus throwing thousands of min-
ers ont of employment and reducing
their demands for other things, and the |
price has been arbitrarily raised. The |
New York Herald has made a feature of
the situation, and among other valua-
ble services in the matter it has inter- |
viewed congressmen as to the possible |
remedies. Its correspondent expresses
his astonishment at finding ‘“‘the great

1d that Henry George's single tax
idea has obtained upon cougressmen,
particularly from the south and west,”
and he gives one of these interviews as
a sample. It was with Lawrence Me-
Gann, a member from Illinois, who was

Mr. McGann said: |
I am not able to see how we can'
these people. They have a right

to limit the output of coal, raise ita

price, cut down the wages of their en-
ployes or discharge thera, and congress |

iy powerlesn  “The only way I can think
of to get them lLiy the nape of the neck
and make them appreciate that there is
a God in JIsrael is to apply to them
the Henry George remedy of the siugle
tax.

The Indianpolis Jouvrnal imagines it
has found a mare’s nest in the single
tax parts of *‘protection or free trade?”
which Congressmen Johpson, Fithian,
Washington, Bowman and Simpson ins
troduced in their speeches, and it coms
mends these parts to the farmers of
Indiana. The Journal supposes, of
course, that the farmers will be indig-
nant, but that is because it does not un-
derstand what the single tax is. The
farmers will understand it as soon asa
they read this best of all congressional
docnments ever published, and we are
grateful to the Journal for commending
it to their attention.

Shifting the Land Value Tax.

A. E. Davis, of Independence, Ore.,
asks what he truly calls *‘that time-
honored question about shifting the
land value tax from the landlord to the
tenant. It is for an inquirer, not fm
himself, however, that he wants anp
answer. The question as he puts it is
*“*What would hinder a man who rents
his building under the single taxscheme
from making his tenant pay a gocé
share of the amount of this tax on the
value ef his land?” We have answered
this question over and over. Mr. Georgt
has fully explained it in a tract, whick
we now publish; and John Stuart Mil
disposes of it so completely in his
“Principles of Political Economy™ that
it seems almost a waste of space tc
answer it again.  But Mr. Davisis right
in soliciting an answer, and, after all,
it is not strange that it should be sc
often asked, for there are very few peo-
ple ontside of the ranks of single tax
converts who have given any intellis
gent consideration to economie prob
lems. This time, however, we will not
answer it ourselves, but will let the De.
troit News, one of the leading papers
of the west, answer it for us. We
copy from a recent editorial in tlat
paper:

Take, first, the owner of valuable un-
improved land. On whom can he shift
the tax? He has no tenant, at least, to
charge it up to, therefore he must pay it
himself, Nor ean he shift it on somne
future purchaser. The price of land is
governed by its availability, and as a
tax does not add to this, the tax can nos
be added to the purchasing price.

A landiord with a poor house on a
valuable lot can not add his land tax to
his rent. The house will rent for no
more than any other house of that cluss
in that vicinity, mo matter what the
land tax is. A cottage within half a
mile of the city hall, however, will rent
for more than a cottage outside the
three-mile limit, But this is because it
is nearer business, not because it payy a
higher tax. It is worth more to live in,
as it saves, for instance, car fare, tiine
going to and coming from work, ele.
This value the landlord assesses on the
tenant; the single tax compels its pay-
ment into the common treasury.
Whether the municipal tax be one per
cent. or five per cent., the tenant puys
the same rent.

A landlord can not add his land value
taxes to his house rent, because the rent
of the house is governed by the demand
for, and supply of, houses. He gets all
he ean now. Should he charge more,
the tenant would be compelled to leave,
for he can pay no more than his compet-
itors if for business purposes, and will
pay no more than his neighbors for rus-
idence purposes,

The moment rents are increased more
houses will be built; and [the moment
more houses are erected, competition
between landlords for tenants will re-
duce rents to asum just sufficient to pay
the going rate of interest on the capital
invested in the industry of buildiog
houses.

Under the operations of the present
system of taxation the owner of valu-
able land charges the tenant the high-
est price he can get for its wse. He
charges him rent for the land and rens
for the house. Under the operations of
the single tax the landlord will still
charge the tenant this land value rent
and house rent; but the house rent will
be less, owing to houses being builk
more cheaply, while the land value rent
will remain the same. But right here
comes the great difference between the
two systems. To-day this entire rental
of land, made valuable by the commu-
ity, goes into the pockets of the land-
lord. Under the single tax much of
this value created by the community
will be absorbed by the tax. To-day
the rent a tenant pays for the use of
land stays in the landlord’s pocket.
Under the single tax this rent for land
will be absorbed by taxation, and so, if
rightly used, will return to the com-
munity.

All political economists of note, from
the time of Adam Smith to the present
day, agree in the statement that a tax
on land values can not be shifted. It
sticks to the land affected, and neither
the grain raised mor the goods manu-
factured thereon can be increased in
price thereby. The landlord can not
add the tax on land values tp the resnt,
the merchant can not add it to Lis
{foods, and the farmer can not add it to
the price of his produce,

The Nationgl Petition.

The large petition for an inquiry into
the advisability of substituting the sin-
gle tax for all other methods of taxation
as the means of raising federal revenues,
said to be the largest petitiou ever pre-
sented to congress, is still with the com-
mittee on ways and means. It is prob-
able that a publie hearing will be soon
accorded. To strengthen this petition
the single tax club, of Omaha, Neh,
tas adopted a wise plan which might
be advantageously imitated by othez
organizations. It has by resolution
called the attention of the Omaha con-
gressman, William J. Bryan, to the pe
tition, and asked him to use his influ-
ence to secure & hearing. Mr. Bryan,
who is on the ways and means commits
tee, is described as a brainy, honest,
patriotic and sympathetic m.n, whose
brilliant anti-tariff campaign* in 150%

| seut him to congress backed by a large

majority.

Tue Mountaineer, of Marysville,
Mont., in noting the completion of the
assessment of taxes in parts of Lewis
and Clark counties, takes the opportu-
nity to urge the single tax, and com-
mends the efficiency of the assessor.

“Under the present system the more
o assessed and col-

—




