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-mwp. But, as you see, he was far out

BY ELI D. AKE.
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A COUNTRY BREATH.

A hay load In the city square,
The sweets of a whole summer fair,
In one rude wagon piled;
The fragrant breath of warm, still rains,
The scent of strawberries in green lanes,
Faint petals blown from roses wild.

south winds, uring theird
murm r dreams
Through afry aisles of oats.

My lady in the gilded shop
Lets all the tawdry trinkets drop,
Ané through the magic sees
A dooryard sweet with mint and phlox,
And pink with rufled hoilyhocks,
That ned to belted bees.

The sooty laborer with a thrill,

Plucks shamrocks on an Irish hill,
A gamin cheers and chafls;

All busy footsteps pause a bit,

Bomewhere is tofl by clear skies Iit,
A sunburnt world that laughs.

And long and long the sweetness stays,

And cheers and cools the heated ways,
Like happy news from home,

T1l the pale moon and misty stars

Look down as if, by meadow bars,
Thelr rays touched clover bloom.

But little recks the countryman,

Bound homeward on his empty van,
Along the closing marts,

What store he brought with him to-day,

Or what, within a load of hay,
Could touch so many hearts.

~Susan Hartley Swett, in Youth's Com-

panion.
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The Inn in the Hollow

By H. E. Armstrong.
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OME 20 years before the day of

of railroads in New England a
horseman drew rein one evening in
June just before sunset on the crest
of a hill between the villages of
Windsor and Ludlow, in Vermont.
The road was lonely, often penetrat-
ing woods in which the solitude wac
oppressive. He had neither met nor
overtaken a soul since leaving Wind-
sor, on the Connecticut river, a cir-
cumstance which must have suited his
moeod, to judge from a face that was
remarkable for its pallor and somber
melancholy. It was a handsome and
an elegant face, but the lines were
stern, as of one who had suffered
much, and the eyes were lusterless.
As he reined up he was in the full
glow of the radiance which burned
along the horizon and suffused the
gky almost to the zenith.

“Yes, that must be the inn,” he
said, as his eyes rested on an old-
fashioned, many-gabled house buried
in the trees on the road below.

Miles from any other dwelling,
hemmed in by a forest that had never
known the ax, and reached only by a
road that was seldom traveled, no sit-
nation could have been more isolated.
*As he looked and noted this the hoot
of an owl sounded lugubriously and
his horse reared. “There, at all
events,” he muttered, sighing heavily,
“no one will think of looking for me.”

Touching the horse with his heel,
he rode on and down. The landlord
of the Green Mountain house, the
name of the inn, was smoking an aft-
er-supper pipe at his door as the
stranger dismounted. His stalwart
and active figure was observed by the
landlord., who said, under his breath:
“A soldier, if I am not mistaken.”

With his arm thrown across the
mane of his horse, a big-boned. rangy
thoroughbred, the siranger said:

“You have a quiet place here, land-
lord T

“Too quiet,” returned the latter, la-
conically.

“Hard!y. for me.” said the stran-
ger, with a slow smile, that was not

lightsome, but rather strained and
sad.
“Well,” assented the landlord, “if

you want no other company bnt the
mail ecarrier and a belated traveler,
and would sooner sleep tham be up
and doing, this is indeed the spot for
you."

“T ghall be fortunate if I sleep
much,” said the other. glcomily. “But
tell me,” le’added. becoming aware
that he was being seanned cnriously.
“why do you keep an inn here in this
lonely country?”

“Becaunse my father kept one before
me and at his death left it to me.
Yon hear the brawling of the stream
yonder on the mountain?”

" The stranger nodded.

#Well, the old fellow had a motion
that the water power would bring
mills and that in the hollow just here
s bustling settlement would spring

in his reckoning. For a year or two
after he built the house—it was not
long before the war of 1812—there
was some custom, mostly soldiers on
the march to and from Champlain,
and the place, as I remember it in
those days, was lively enough. But
with the return of peace business fell
off and we found ourselves living in a
Finally the old gentle-
man died, rusted out, as one might
say. Here I stay on, and old associa-
tions tie me to the spot. With a roof
over my head and enough to stock
the larder. a few cronies to drop in
now and then to cheer me up and a
wife at the fireside to keep me in
countenance, what more can I ask in
these times of peace? By the way, if
1 might be so inquisitive, you have
been a soldier, eh?”

“Yes,” he answered, with visible re-
factance; “I was with Macomb at

"SI‘;‘;'GI:I $0?" rejoined the landlord,
with lively interest. “Let me take
your horse—come in and be served
with refreshment. If I heard aright,
you would like to put up with us for
awhile?”

“That is my intention,” said the
other. “I am worn with business
eares. which have impaired my health.
1 like the bracing air of this coun-
try; the seclusion of your house suits
me, and I may stay with you for a
month or so. But I warn you, land-
Jord, that you will find ime a sorry
companion.”

“lp::e, I see.,” said the llafndlortt!,
eheerily: “you are not yourself, wani-
ing resyt fc‘:'ro the body and sleep for
the mind. When your health eomes
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back sand you feel like a chat over

a glass, we will talk about the war,
snd yon shall tell me how you helped
to vangiish the British under BSir
George Provost.”

The larndlord unbuckled a portman-
teau from the saddle, whistled for a
lad to take the horse and led the way
into the house.

“Wife, here is a jaded man who will
be our guest if we give him an easy
bed and wholesome fare. And he
must have every care, for he fought
with the Green Mountain boys under
Macomb and Strong.”

The landlord’s wife, a woman of
girth and good nature, murmured a
welcome with a courtesy of respect.
She also marked the pallor and brood-
ing sadness of the stranger, and her
sympathies went out to him.

No host ever had a more peculiar
guest. His response to a hesitating
query as to what name he might be
called by was to lay down a few
pieces of gold.

“Now, landlord,” be said, “let me
see your rooms.”

He selected a spacious apartment
in the back of the house which looked
out on the deep woods.

“But litile sun finds its way in
here,"” remarked the landlord, appre-
hensively.

“Never fear that I shall like it less
on that account,” said the stranger.
“Here I can imagine myself in the
heart of the forest and at all times
shall be free from the scrutiny of
your chanee guests. who might take
it ill that I should prefer to be alone.
For, understand, landlord, my cm-
plaint wants the tonie of silence anl
privacy. As I loock about I see thar
thiese surroundines suit me well. That
old oak bed with the great head-
piece and high canopy is like the one
in which I slept in my father's house;
the settee yonder I can draw up to
the fire on the open hearth if we
should have a cold rainstorm, such as
sometimes breaks in these mountains
in the summer months; and the broad
mahogany table will serve me to write
on when the mood seizes me. Now, as
I have ridden far since daybreak,
spread a meal for me in this room,
and don’t forget to send up a bottle
of claret, or. if you have not that,
some home-brewed ale. Indeed, 1
should like to eat here always, and
I am prepared to pay you for the ex-
tra service [ shall require.”

A preference for seclusion so striet
was a new experience to the land-
lord, who was one of the most socia-
ble of beings, and he withdrew with-
out comment or suggestion, being
struck dumb with astonishment. In
half an hour he returned with a tray
on which smoked a dish of broiled
chieken, very tender and juicy, some
baked potatoes, a lettuce salad, a
plate of homemade bread and the
freshest of butter, and Indian meal
pudding and a jar of honey. The
claret was not wanting, and the coat
of dust on the hottle told of many
years of undisturbed repose in the
landlord’s cellar.

“It is really a Burgundy,” said he,
“and if the praises of Gen. Strong’s
officers count for anything you will
find it palatable.”

The stranger, who had scarcely no-
ticed the preparations for his enter-
tainment, nodded, but said not a
word. As the landlord went out again
he thought that he heard a sigh es-

eape his guest, deep-drawn and
mournful, as of one in mental an-
guish.

“In some trouble which he must
bear all alone, I fear,” =aid the land-
lord; and this surmise he lost no time
in communicating to his wife.

As the dayvs wore on the landlord
found his guest more peculiar, myste-
rious and taciturn, When the weath-
er was fine he left the inn soon after
breakfast, and, avoiding {footpaths,
plunged into the recesses of the for-
est. Seldom did he return before
nightfall, and if rain or hunger drove
him home he approached the house
from the rear, ascending to his room
by a private stairway. Once or twice
the landlord observed him scanning
the entrance to the inn from a dis-
tance with a distrust and uneasiness
that was unaccountable.

When the weather was inclement
the stranger shut himself in his room,
poring over books and writing, or
pacing the floor with restless feet.
His lamp burned far into the night,
and in its still watches his tread
often resounded through the house.
Without doubt the agitation of mind
which this sentinel duty denoted re-
velved around people far distant, and
he lived again in scenes of excite-
ment and distraction.

The landlord's wife was sure that
she sometimes heard their guest
strike his clinched hands together as
he walked, and utter groans of re-
morse. At first these signs of aber-
ration gave the landlord some un-
easiness, for Lie thought he might be
harboring a criminal, or feared that
his guest might soon be more in need
of an asylum for the demented than
of the refuge and creature comforts
of an inn. But after one of these
nights of stress and disquietude the
stranger emerged so self-contained
and serene of front that the landlord
and his wife were reassured.

One evening, after nightfall of a
day lowering with storm clouds and
oppressive with the mutterings of
thunder, that the hills cast back and
forth somewhere in the distance, a
traveling carriage drew up at the
door of the inn, and there alighted
a well-favored gentleman and a lady
of striking beauty. They were both
young, and evidently people of dis-
tinetion.

“Landlord.,” said the gentleman, as
the host of the Green Mountain house
hastened out to ‘meet the travelers,
“the storm seems about to break, and
if you can accommodate us we will
pass the night here.”

“] have more accommodations than
guests,” said the landlord, with frank-
ness, “and my wife will be glad to
make the lady comfortable.”

They had hardly gained the thresh-
hold of the inn when the gloom of
the roadway was illuminated by a vir-
id flash of lightning, and instantly a
gerve-shattering peal eof thunder
shook the house to its foundations,
and was repeated in the surrounding
hills with appalling reverberations.
Then the floodgates of the sky were
opened; torrentis raced down the gul-
lies and the roof spouts gushed. Al-
most incessant was the rumble of
the thunder, and the lightnings came
in guick and blinding successions.

Inside the house the Jandlord’s wife,
whose merves had become steeled by

familiarity with the mountain storms,
was ministering to the gentler of her
husband’s guests, who was a picture
of beautiful distress and affright.
Her companion, as became a man, was
composed, and talked to the landlord
about the severity of the storms in
thet region with an indifference to
the raging of the elements outside
that did much to reassure the lady.

In a pause between the thunder-
claps the landlord’s wife suddenly
asked bhim:

“What of the captain? Is he out
in this awful storm?”

This was the title which they had
given to the taciturn stranger.

“I'm sure he's not stirred from the
house all day,” said the landlord, “and
he must now be in his room.”

“You have a military gentleman
stopping with you?” inguired the
newcomer, glad of an opportunity to
start a conversation in which the lady
might be interested.-

“I believe so0,” said the landlord.
“Although all I can tell you about
him is that he saw service in the
American army under Gen. Macomb
in the campaign against Sir George
Provost. He came here on a strapping
chesinut mare some eight weeks ago,
and has remained with us ever since,
for the benefit of his health, as he
says; but, for the life of me, I can-
not see that he is any less haggard
and wretched than on the day we
saw him first. What do you think,
my dear?”

*The gentleman is evidently in sore
trouble of some kind,” said the lard-
lord’s wife, with ready syrmpathy.

“That is very strange,” mused the
lady’s companion. *“How old is this
singular guest of yours, landlord?”

*I should say about 40, and as fine
a specimen of manhood as I ever laid
eyes on,” answered the landlord,.

Meanwhile the storm had died down
measurably. The thunder rumbled
sullenly further up the chain of hills,
and the lightning was fitful. Only
the rain fell in a steady but dimin-
ished shower. '

Upstairs in the room of the solitary
guest ithe shade of a lamp threw a
circle of light upon the mahogany table
at which he was accustomed to read,
and to write also when an interspective
mood was upon him. Worn out with
the constant strain of self-communing,
he had fallen asleep at the table with
his head nupon his arm. As the storm
subsided his slumber became deeper,
until at last it amounted to a coma, so
exhausted had he become in mind and
body by his vigils. Before the bowed
head there stood in a silver frame on
the table the picture of a young woman
of surpassing loveliness, whose eyes
sparklied with int:lligence and the in-
nocent joy of living. She had been
painted in a ball-room dress of delicate
texture, which showed the perfect col-
umn of her neck and the graceful slope
of her shoulders in all their unblem-
ished purity. It was upon this face
that his eyes had rested before they
closed in a lsaden siumber; and it was
this face upon which the lamp shed the
fuliness of its light, when a figure
loomed in the shadows of the doorway.
Three silent steps carried it to the
table, where it paused, contemplating
the picture of the woman.

A hand was plac:d on the shoulder of
the sleeper. The touch was firm enough
to arouse him, and with faculties break-
ing from the lethargy of slumber, he
turned slowly in his chair and looked
whencs the pressure came. Then a
great ery burst from his breast, and
he sprang to his feet, overturning the
chair behind him.

“My God, am I going mad, too!"” he
exclaimed, recoiling from the figure.

*This is no ghost, Oliphant,” said the
other. “It is I, Lawrence, in the flesh.”

“It must be,"” he said, his voice broken
and his breath coming with labor. *But
—what—I do not understand—it is like
the dead coming to life, and I cannot be-
lieve my senses. Am I no murderesd,

then?”
“No, Capt. Oliphant, thank God,
you're not. There is my hand. Take

it and let us again be friends.”
“But that letter of Dr. D:zlaney’s?™
pointing to an cpen paper on the table,
The other took it, and read:

“Dear Olyphant: Lawrence's case ja
hopeless. News has been brought to ma
dally in my hiding place, and the last, just
come to hand, is: “He cannot live through
the night.” Fly, or you will be apprehended.
I need not tell you that the duel made a
most painful sensation, and warranis are
out for all concerned in the affair. It wasa

sorry business. Good-by.

“JOHN DELANEY.™
“Well. you see,” said the reader,
cheerily, “Delaney must have been

wrong. Here I am, sound and well;
not so rugged as before our little af-
fair; but a man doesn’t recover from
a wound in the groin in a day. It was
one chance in a thounsand, and they
did give me up compietely. Now. Oli.
phant, my dear old friend, are you
convinced 2

The two men clasped hands, and O1'-
phant, holding the other by the shoul
der, said,yfervently:

“Lawrencs, this is the Providence of
God. If you had not come I should
have killed myself. How I have suf-
fered no man can know, and there
must have been an end to it. But Mar-
garet—what of her?” And his eyes
turned involuntarily to the picture.

“She is here with me. We—" And
he stopped embarrassed.

“She is your wife?”

“Yes, my friend. We were united aa
I lay on what all thought was my death-
bed. When I was well enough to travel
the physicians recommended a car-
riage tour in the mounatins, where
1 might get some benefit from the air.
The storm compelled us to stop at this
inn on our way to Ludlow. The land-
lord told me of a mysterious guest
whom h: had, and I suspected who it
was.”

A stir in the dcorway caused them
both to turn, still holding each other’s
hands in friendly bonds.

“Margaret!” exclaimed Oliphant.

“We were startled by a ery,” said the
lady, coming forward, “but I see there
is no cause for concern. I have been
watching your conciliation from the
doorway. In one of you 1 have a hus-
band; in the other I hope still to have
a friend.”

“Then, you can forgivs me, madam ?™
cried Capt. Oliphant, the color rushing
to his face.

“Was I not the unconscious cause of
your quarrel?’ said the lady; and,
womanlike, her voice trembled. “Yes,
1 forgive you with all my heart.”

The storm outside had ceased. The
clouds were rolled away, and only the
stir of a gentle wind was beard in the
forest.—Good Literature.

PITH AND POINT.

Wise is the man who knows waaé ia
best worth knowing and does what is
best worth doing—Chicago Daily
News.

“I saw a girl look into a mirror to-
day, and it broke.”

~—Philadelphia Bulletin.

Quiller—*“0ld Perkins is not himself
any more.” Quizzer—“Why, how odd.
And doesn't he really know who he
is?"—Ohio State Journal.

Maud—*I don't think that Angelina
is as cold as they say she is.,” Mary—
“Probably not, but I notice that she
has managed to freeze on to Fred for
a long time.”"—Denver Naws.

Irate husband is leaving home; tear-
ful wife is attempting to stop him.
“Don’t touch me!” “Oh, I musi! I
must!” she eried. “The ice nran will
be here to-morrow!"—St. Louis Re-
publie.

“Yes, the girls claim the family was

once in very good circumstances. But'

they suffered a great come-down sev-
eral years ago.”
“Their father fell out of a balloon.”
—Cleveland Plain Dealer.
Guest—“What have you got?”
Waiter—“I've got liver, calf’s brains,
pig's feet—" Guest—"“I don't want a

description of your physical peculiar- |

ities. . What you have got to eat is
what I want to know."—Punch.

Toozer—"Do you know I'm quite a '’

believer in the theory that we have
all lived before in some other shape?”
Loozer (who has just paid for the
ninth drink)—“Ah, very likely.™
Toozer—“Wonder what I was in my
former life?” Loozer — “Dunno.
Sponge, probably.”—Pick-Me-Up.

SEIPPING FISH WITHOUT ICE.

Experiments by the United Sintes
Fish Commission Looking
to This End.

The difficulty of keeping their mer-
chandise fresh is a cause of great
trouble and loss to fish dealers and
shippers. Ice is only partly satisfac-
tory, inasmuch as its use has a tenden-
cy to deprive the fish of flavor and firm-
ness, while the.moisture from its melt-
ing hastens decay. Hence it has been
the desire of the United States fish
commission to devise some other meth-
od by which fish may be preserved, and
recently experiments with this end in
view have been conducted at Woods
Holl, says Youth's Companion.

Bluefish, weakfish and bonito were
used for the purpose. In the first ex-
periment 24 weakfish were taken alive
from the nets, carefully dressed, and
washed with a one per cent. solution of
salicylic acid in sea water. Notwith-
standing the well-known preservative
quality of salicylie acid, this trial wasa
total failure. So likewise was the next
experiment, which was made with a five
per cent. solution of formaldehyde,
But very different and entirely success-
ful results were obtained by the use of
borie acid. '

Twenty-four weakfish, freshly killed
and dressed, were washed with a three
per cent. solution of boric acid in sea
water. Twenty-four hours later they
looked as if they had just come out of
the sea, the flesh being hard and firm
and the eyes clear, though no ice had
been used. It was hot weather, and
other weakfish, killed and dressed at
the same time with these, but mnot
treated with boric acid, were in ad-
vanced stages of putrefaction. One of
those preserved with boric acid was
cooked and eaten and found to be ex-
ecellent.

This promises to be a most important
discovery. The fishes thus treated are
in no sense “embalmed,” but, after the
removal of the viscera, the inside of
each is simply washed with a sponge
that has been dipped in the solution.
This must be done immedlately after
the eapture of the fish. If the latter
are thrown about, left for awhile be-
fore being dressed, and then put in
barrels. the preservative process will
not work satisfactorily.

The conclusion drawn is that the
boriec acid solution retards decay in its
first stages, being so effective even in
hot summer weather that there is time
to get the fich to market, where it may
be iced and kept fresh for a long time.
The acid is not used as a preservative
in the ordinary sense, but as an agent
of cleanliness. As each fish is merely
sponged over, the amount of the fluid
that remains on it is very small. Its
employment can have no injurious ef-
fect on the consumer. One important
point in its favor is that it prevents the
formation of ptomaires, which are
sometimes so dangerous.

This Squirrel Is a Good Swimmer.

That gray squirrels are fast and long-
distance swimmers was proved the oth-
er day to the catire satisfaction of
Thowas Donnellon. the ferryvman at
Middle Haddam. He heard two gray
squirrels chattering and scolding oua
tree near the bank of the river. Sid-

i denly a flerce fight tock place, and the

larger squirrel jumped from the tree
into the river. Tom saw tHe dive taken
by the gray, and watched for his ap-
pearancs with great interest. The
squirrel, instead of striking out Jor
the nearby shore, started for the oppo-
site side. A strong current was ryn-
ning. and though the waves ran hizh
the little animal breasted them like a
vreteran. Tom followed in his boat.
When the middle of the river wsas
reached and he had gained on the gray
he quickend® his stroke, but the squir-
rel forged ahead, gaining the shore 15
or 20 feet ahead of his would-be cap-
tor.—Hartford Courant.

More Remalins of Ancient Man,

In some grottoes in Algeria French
explorers have recently discovered
stone implements mingled with the re-
wains of extinet animals belongirg to
Quaternary times. Further explora-
tions indicate that during the age

the ttoes were inhabit ¢ i
when gro : Sted the ‘kas been a tremendous inerease of

coast of Algeria had a confizuration
different from that of to-day. Amorg
the animals associated with the an-
cient imhabitants of Algeria were the
rhinoceros, the hippopotamus and va-
rious species of ruminants.—Scientifie
American.

Kind of Him.

Her mother (sternly)—Mary com-
plains that you won't help her at all;
that you mever even hold the baby.

Her Husband—That's not so. Why,
[ held him last night for awhile.

“0Oh! you did! How long, pray?

“Well—er—Ilong enough for Mary to
bring up a scuttle of coal."—FPhiladei-
phia Press.

“The mirror?” :
“No; her face. It broke into a smile.”

FARMERS AND OTHERS.

]
‘They Weork Out Presperity Unalded
by Tariff Laws or Com=~
binea.

Mr. L. G. Porter, the head of the
statistical branch of the census bu-
reau, has announced the “incontro-
vertible conclusion™ that the farmers
of Minnesota are enjoying prosperity
to the extent that they are richer
than ever before. He shows that if
they received less for their agricul-

reductipn in their profits, but the re-
duced cost of production due to im-
provements in machinery.

Everyone must rejoice in this for-
| tunate condition of the Minnesota

ffarmers. They are to be congratu-

lated. From the scythe and cradle
and the flail to the machine that
marches through the grain field leav-
ing behind it tied bags of grain that
a moment before was waving in the

“How was that?" |

air is a great stride. Invention has
done wonderful things in reducing the
cost of agricultural products. Im-
provement in transportation has given
the eonsumers the opportunity to get
these produets at a very low cost
4bove production cost. Our farmers
feed the world. Every country in the
world depends on us for some of our
food products. It would be the rank-
est injustice if those engaged in agri-
cultural pursuits were not enjoying
prosperity, and we are glad that the
Minnesota farmers are prosperous.
But it should not escape attention

out by the farmers in free and open
competition with all the world. The
farmers are the great unprotected
producers. It is not such a wonderful
thing that a tin plate industry should
be built up in this eountry, after the
government gave tin plate makers a
protective tariff which guaranteed
that the industry would pay from the
start. But the farmer had no such
guarantee. His products had to be
sold in the markets of the world, be-
yond the reach of the power of this
government to control the price.
There can be no farmers' trust, for
the reason that the field of their busi-
ness is world-wide and the farmers
too many to organize. They ecannot
do as the steel manufacturers did re-
cently in New York. A dispatch from
Pittsburgh tells what was done:

“Pittsburgh, Pa., Nov. 11.—The stee!
manufacturers who had been in session
In New York last week returned home
to-day. They succeeded In establishing
two additional pools.

“*The products protected by the pooling
agreements are ralls, structural shapes,
plates and billets. Beveral weeks ago
plates were protected by an agreement
when the price was advanced to $5 per
ton. A pooling arrangement was com-
pleted. at which every platemaker in the
country is a member. The orders or
thelr equivalents will be divided among
the firms in the business according to
their capacity. Prices were advanced 1o
327 per ton. A billet pool was also or-
ganized, of which every billet-making
concern in the country is a member, and
a minimum price of $20 per ton was made.
The price on billets had been $17.75 and $18
previously. This only covers domestic sales
and does not interfere with prices for ex-
port.

**The demand since election aided in the
manufacturers coming together. Circulars
will be prepared to-morrow by the stegl
billet manufacturers announcing the new
price.

“It 1z expected the Bessemer Furnace as-
sociation will meet again this week at
Cleveland to establish Bessemer pig iron
at $14 per ton as a result of the advance in
billets. This will cause an advance on
sheet bars and all products into which
Bessemer billets enter.”

Is that fair to the farmer? The
steel! manufacturers are protected to
the extent of seven or eight dol-
lars on a ton. They can com-
bine and add that much to the sell-
ing price which would rule with free
competition. Those who use steel
would pay trust prices, because even
then it is cheaper than to buy abroad
and pay the duty to get the product
into this country. This tariff duty
ecables them to charge exorbitant
prices, thereby making it cost the
farmer more for every implement
used in production; making the rail-
rocads pay more for rails over which
the products are ecarried, making
everyone using a thing into which
steel enters pay tribute to the gen-
tlemen who met in New York. Is it
any wender they are prosperous? The
farmer struggles single-handed not
only against this handicap at heme.
but against all the world. If he is
prosperous we are glad. He has oniy
himself to thank for it.—Utica Ob-
server.

The War Tax,
According to a Weshington dis-
patch there is likely to be no consid-
erable reduction of the war taxes, at
present, although distinet assurances
to that effect were given prior to the
adjournment of congress in June. It
seems that Mr. Payne, of this -state,
chairman of the ways.and means
committee, has been conferring with
the president. He will call a meet-
ing of the republican members of that
committee on November 20 to arrange
a plan of action, but it is announced
that the reduction is not likely to ex-
ceed $15,000000 annually. It was ex-
pected that the war taxes would be
cut in two. a reduction of $60,000,000
a year. Evidently Senator Depew’s
prohphecy im 1898 as to the cost of
President McKinley's Philippine pol-
icy was much nearer the truth than
the average campaign speech.—Al-
bany Argus. .
Trust Servers,

Mr. McKinley's first administration
was devoted to faithful service in be-
half of the trusis at the expense. of
the American people. Under no other
president had there been witnessed
so complete a sacrifice of the rights
of the many to the privileges of the
few. The American government was
transformed into a easte government

! founders,
| most strenuously warned those who

—the very evil most dreaded by its
and against which they
should come after them. The resuit
trust formations and a ¢rust power
so great that the combines were en-
abled to reelect to the presidency the
man who had so signailly represented
their interests in the government.—
St. Louis Republic.

——Mr. McKinley must bave diffi-
culty in recognizing himself in the
light of European expressions of joy
over his reelection, of which the for-
eign dispatches are full. In the old
McKinley tariff days foreign opposi-
tion and denunciation constituted
with him a chief argument in support
of the policy identified with his name.

—Springfield (Mass.) Republican,

that this prosperity has been worked

1

tural products the cause was not the |

TARIFF REVISION.
Beneficiaries of the Protective Syse
tem Are Getting Anxious for
Another Haul.

We are now hearing from certain
republican organs that it is about
time for the tariff to be revised by its
“friends" once more.

When these organs speak of the
tariff they mean “the protective sys-
tem. They are not _about
revenue. They do not ' that im
mind at all. AT

friends of the tariff should revise it
they mean that the friends of the
protective system should revise it.

Who are the “friends” of that sys-
tem? Js beneficiaries, of course. Its
friends are those who get rich out of
it. “They are those who are at once
licensed by tariff laws to demand far
more than the competitive prices for
their products and armed with power
to collect the extra charge from their
fellow citizens.

Thus it will be seen that what the
republican organs referred to propose
is that it shall be left to those who
are practically armed with public
powers for their own emrichment to
say for themselves just how far they
shall be armed with those powers.

We are told that many of the bene-
ficiaries of the system do not meed
so high duties as they formerly did
to shut out foreign competitors and
give them possession of the home
field. And the suggestion is that
since they can hold the field with
lower duties they, the “friends™ of the
system. will voluntarily reduce them.

Perhaps they will. But we thank
them for nothing. We may be sure
from our past experience with them
that they will arrange the duties se
as to shield them completely against
foreign competition and extort the
highest possible prices. We may de-
peud on it they will keep up the rates
so that by combining among them-
selves to stifle competition they can
extort far higher prices from their
own countrymen than they find quite
satisfactory when they sell their
goods to foreigners.

Those organs which s:zgest that
the tariff should be revised by its
“friends™ are not in the least prompt-
ed by any desire to relieve the Amer-
ican people from the wrong of being
compelled by the agency of law to
contribute out of what is justly theirs
to the enrichment of those who are
engaged in pet industries.

All they intend is that there shall
be a reduction of such duties as do
not produce revenue or enable any-
body to practice extortion, and that
on the strength of such reductions
their party shall get credit for re-
dueing taxes.

Heretiofore they have not succeeded
even in playing this dishonest game
to any purpose.

The “friends” of the tariff mode
of extortion revised it im 1890, but
they did not even make a pretense of
relieving the people which could im-
pose on any intelligent person. As a
matter of fact, they increased the
protective duties and gave us a higher
protective tariff than we ever had be-
fore. The most they did was to dis-
guise very thinly the fact of the in-
crease by abolishing the duty on
sugar, which was equivalent to some
75 per cent.,, and substituting an
equivalent bounty for the benefit of
domestiec producers of sugar.

In 1897 the “friends™ revised again,
and again they helped themselves to
more protection than they had ever
before ventured to take.

Thus we learn about how much the
people have to expect from a revision
of the tariff by its “friend=.” People
who enjoy profitable privileges do not
as a rule surrender them voluntarily.
They never see the time when they
can get along with any less privileges.
It would be as rational to leave all
criminal legislation to the inmaies of
the penitentiaries as to leave tariff
legislation to the beneficiaries of pro-
tection. The public would fare about
equally well in ecither case.—Chicago
Chronicle.

PRESS COMMENTS.

\ The trusts will face the presi-
dent’s message withont a tremor.
They've all been there before many
a time.—N. Y. World.

-—1If the trusis fail to get every-

thing they want in the next four
years it will be only because they
neglect to ask for it.—St. Louis Re-
publie.
President MeKinley's retention
of his cabinet indicates that he does
not intend to make any change in his
policy—whatever that policy may be.
—Philadelphia Record.

——If the supreme court decides

that the flag and the constitution
must travel together Mr. MeKinley
will have to change his poliey toward
Porto Rico as completely as he
changed his mind with reference to
giving the island free trade.—Eansas
City Times.
With indecent haste the repub-
lican raid upon the public has begun.
Within three days after the repub-
lican victory the meat trust has raised
its prices so as to recoup from the
people the econtributiom it made to
the campaign. These are but start-
ers in the excesses and seandals for
which we may look.—Atlanta Consti-
tution.

——As the trusts boosts prices the
people begin to realize that, after
all, those millions ecollected from the
trusts by Hanna to rum a McKinley
campaign finally ecome out of the
pockets of the people. [Electing a
president in this glorious land of the
free and home of the brave is getting
to be a mighty expensive luxury.—
Teoledo Bee.

— —President McKinley will have
four more years in his high office—
eight altogether. In all that time we
ought to be able to learn whether it
is really he who makes the crops grow
abundantly, secures reasonable prices
for wheat and procures employment
for the workingmen at some sort of
wages, or is simply lucky.—Cinein-
nati Enquirer.

} ——We do not believe it possible for
congress to reach all of the trusis.
Some of them are under the exclusive
control of states. DBut congress can
lay its hand on tariff-protected, mo-
nopolistic extortioners and put a stop
to flagrant abuses of proteetion. It
ean do this without reducing either
wages or revenues, Failure to do it

will be trifling with power and duty.

—Washington Post.

Therefore, when they say that the |
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West Vieginia’s Veote.
Wheeling, W. Va., Nov. 24.—The In-
telligencer has received complete can-
vassed returns from all but two conn-

557.

Illinois Editor Killed.
Bloomington, Ill., Nov. 24—Joha C,
Gordon, of Normal, editor of the
Courier, was killed by a Chicago &
Alton train while on the
track between this city and his home.

His mautiliated body was found upon
the locomotive pistol upea arrival
here.

Oabinet Meeting Unimportant.
Washington, Nov. 24.—The cabinet
meeting was unimportant. The pres.
jdent’s message is almost complete,
and there was some discussion of the
varions recommendation it contains,
2 Oregon's Oficial Count.
count of the vote cast at the election
November 6 shows the following re-
sult: McKinley, 46,294; Bryan, 33,067;
Woolley, 2,500; Barker, 267; Debs, 1,-
470. McKinley’s plurality, 13,227,

Both Eyes Destroyed.
Monticello, Ill.,, Nov. 24.—Grandville
Kendrick, a young farmer, living near
LaBelle, while hunting, was shot In
the face by the accidental discharge
of his companion’s gun. The sight of
both eyes was destroyed.
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