JAMES A. REED

- ANNOUNCES HIS CANDIDACY FOR GOVERNOR IN A SPEECH AT
SEDALIA SATURDAY NIGHT.

— L

Stands Upon the Platform of the Democratic Party and Dis-
cusses State and National Issues at Length,
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REPUBLICAN CORRUPTION IN
8T. LOUIS. :

For many years the Republican
party had, been in control of the city
! goverr of St Lous. In the

spring of 1807, it elected Henry Zieg-
enheln mayor. Under this Republi-
can-Ziegenhein administration all, or
practically all, of the corruption at
St. Louls grew up. A majority of
the municipal assembly boldly band-
ed themselves together for the pur-
pose of exacting bribe money. At
the same tlme the representatives of
powerful corporate Interests willing.
Iy entered into a conspiracy with
these aldermanle rogues, because the
concessions desired could be obiain-
ed more cheaply by corrupting pub-
lic servants than by honestly pur-
chasing the concessions from the
munieipality.

Manifestly, theso conditions ecould

not long continue. The corruption-
Ists—corporate and
came bolder and bolder. The citizens
of St. Louis saw rights which were
worth many thousands of dollars
given away withont ecompensation,
They beheld with astonishment the
bankruptey of the municipnl treas-
ury and looked with indigonstion upon
conduct which each day more clear
I¥ demonstratod the venality. of thelr
municipal officials. Bo apparent was
this corruption, that in the elections
of the fall of 1900, and again in the
spring of 1801—the Democrats bold-
Iy charged that the Ziegenhein admin-
istration was recking with villainy,
And in both elections the Democracy
bywgs - tridmphant upon the lssue s0
made,
As to the Ziegenhein admintra-
tion, it is now patent that “its latter
end was worse than the first.” It was
during this “latter end"” in the
months of October and November,
1600, that Charles H. Turner, presi-
dent of the Suburban Railway Com-
pany, entered into a corrupt scheme
with the representatives of the Alder-
manic bribery combine, Pursuant to
the terms of this conspiracy $135.-
000.00 was deposited in two safe de-
posit vaults, to be paid when the
Aldermanic rogues should steal the
franchise which the Suburban Com-
pany desired, “The Combine” tried
to carry out the infamous agree-
ment, but before it could he consum-
mated the Cireuit Court {ssued an in-
junction, and prior to the dissolu-
tion of the injunction, the terms of of-
fice of the corrupt councilmen ex-
pired. The ex-aldermen demanded a
part at least of the corruption fund.
Turner refused to pay anything; he
stood upon his contract, and suid its
conditions had not been complied
with, The aldermen actually em-
ployed an attorney, who seems to
have conceived the brilliant ldea
that these thlevea could recover on
4 “Quantum meruit.”

The controversy between these
public plunderers over this huge cor-
ruption fund of §135,000.00 waxed
fast and furions. It will be remember-
ed that at the time this conspirncy to
rob the city of St. Louis was enter-
ed Into, and the corruption money
placed in the safe deposit box, both
bribe glver and bribe taker retained
a key so that neither party could
obtain possession of the fund with-
out the concurrence of the other.

Hoping to frighten Turner into re-
leasing the money one of the gang
gave a guarded Intimation of their
wrong doing to & newspaper. There-
upon publie Inguiry was aronsed and
fearing exposure and punishment for
tis crime, Turner consulted an emi-
nent criminal lawyer, Gov. Chas. P.
Johnson. Upon his advice, Turner
gought out the Circuit Attorney and
made n clean breast of the entire
disgraceful  transaction. Following
his confession Turner testified to the
game facts Defore the 8t Louls
Grand Jury and upon this evidence
geveral indictments were returned.

There remained however, o miss-
ing link In the chain of evidence,
which eould not be supplied, unless
the testimony of John Murrell
could be secured. Murrell was at
that time & fugitive from justice,
This testimony was obtained by the
Post-Disptach, which, at it own ex-
penge, located Murrell in  Mexico,
gpnt a representative there, and ine
c’m:ed him to return and testify.

Prosecutions ly  followed.
The evidenco wai there, bald, faked,

unan ble. The press had al
'rahd;w;:‘:l' _ tl:‘lnn-r-nf _the sallent
1 The veive of ihe ipcople and

tﬁt'& mandate of the law allke demand-
ed that justice take her culirse,
"The dovelopments of these trials
wera startling, They showed such
an outrageous condition as called for
swift punishment, and those who as-
in bringlog these rogues to
the bar of justice are entitled to the
thanks and commendation of all Mis-

soarians. " _

~ Ta St. Louls there have been
about twenty convictions: In all cases
there have been, I believe,

'But four of the appesls have yet

JAMES A. REED, MAYOR OF KANSAS CITY.

aldermanio—he-

reached the Supreme Court. Threae
of these ecases have heon reversed
for errors  ocourring in  the trials,

while the fourth appeal filed has
been advanced upon the docket on
the motion of the State. Of the
ecases reversed, two have been re-
tried, and an inereased punishment
glven. The Meysenberg case, revers-
od some nine months ago hecause of
a defective Indictment, and for other
reasons, has not yet been retried.
it is to he rogretied that errors
ocourred In any of the ecases at
nisi privs, as otherwise some of
these rogues might now be expigting
their erimes in the penitentinry. But
it should be added, in fairness, that
in the haste of trials; errors are
somelimes unavaldable, This, then,
is the end of the 5t. Louis chapter
up to date. It is separate and dis-
tinet from the Jefferson City tran-
sactions, to whieh T now turn.

BOODLE REVELATIONS AT JEF-
FERSON CITY.

At the last sesslon of the Genernl
Asgembly a4  Dbitter controvery oe-
cured oVer the effort to pass the
Daviidson text hook Bbill providing for
the reletting of the contract for
furnishilng sehool books. During the

_progress of thiS controversy a num-

ber of Demoorats refused to act with
the Democratic caucus, and it was
alleged were acling with the Repub.
Hean minority. This  engendered
mueh feeling, and  some suspleion.
Finally, the speaker—Mr. Whitecot-
ton—openly charged that corrapt
methods were being employed. This
led to an Investigation by a ecommit-
tee of the House, and flually to the
convening of a special Grand Jury in
Cole county, by o Demoeratie Cirenit
Judge, James E, Mazel. This action
I nnderstand was requested by Gov-
ernor Dockery. In  any  event it
stands as a fact that the Governor
had been earnastly  endenvoring to
geoure tangible evidence of the al-
leged corruption. As scon as the
Grand Jury was ealled, the Gover-
nor directed the Attorney General
to assist in the Investigation, This
request of the Governor was con-
curred In by the Demoeratle Prose-
cuting Attorney of Cole County. As
goon a8 these steps had been taken,
John A. Lee—ihe Lieutenant Gover-
nor, made a confession to Altorney
General Bdward . Crow. And it is
upon this confession that all of the
indictments thereafter found ngrinst
State Senators, except that against
Senator Sullivan, are based,

It is plain then that the credit
for what has been accomplished in
ferreting out corruption at the Cap-
itol must be given to the Democratie
officials at Jefferson 'City. As a re-
sult of their labors, Indictments have
been returned against four State
Senators, What Lee's confession con-
tained, or what other evidence was
adduced before the Grand Jury of
Cole County, Is very largely a mat-
ter of Inference, because the Attor-
ney General and the Prosecuting At-
torney of Cole County have very
properly refused to make publie the
proceedings of the Grand Jury.

What we do know is that one
Democratie Senator, and three Re-
publican Senators, have been in-
dicted. And that of the latter, Sen-
ator Sulllvan, has been (tried and
convicted of soliciting a bribe,

Following, or coinclident with these
proceedings, the Grand Jury at St
Louis began investigating matters
connected with State legislation. The
publie, throngh the press, have been
gerved daily jwith mccounts purport-
ing to give the complete proceedings
of the Grand Jury. Whether true
or otherwise we cannot well tell sinee
each grand juror makes solemn oath
“the counsel of the Stute, my fel-
lows and my own to truly keep," and
tha witnesses also make oath not to
“directly or Indirectly diyvulge the
testimony they may give, nor even
the subject matter under consldera-
tion by the Grand Jury." We assume
that these oaths have been observed
and hence conclude that much that
has been sald may be rumor.

The Grand Jury at St. Louls, as the
result of its labors, returned two In-
dictments, both against Senator Far-
ris, who had been previously indicted
in Cole County. The people of the
State have e;:;y E'mnn tg c;ouﬂdnnti
1y expect U r nnd impartia
trials will be promptly had.

Briefly, nineteen members of the
Ziegonheln regime in 8t Lonls have
been convicted of corruption or per-
jury, thirteen of whom aré Repub-
leans and six Democrats, There are
four State Senators Indlcted, three
Republi and one Democrat,

YUpon state of the case we are

8

1 ruption wversus Honesty."

) : ship for our party? For years the
gravely told (hat the issue is “Cor-!Globe-Democrat denounced Missour

Is thia
correct statement? Before there can
ba_a politieal issue, there must be
two sides to a controverry. Each
side must have its adherents and each
must have sufficlent strength so that
a battle 18 necessary to determine
which Is the stromger. If all of the
people are of one mind, there can be
no Issue. If practically all of the
people are on the same side a political
Issue can hardly be sald to exist,
There cannot be much of an Issue
lietween & gnat on a railway track
and an eighty ton locomotive. To af-
firm that there is a necessity for
making a political issue on boodle-
ism in Missouri is to say that a con-
siderable portion of the people are In
favor of corruption, and that a battie
must be fought to determine whether
the honest men are in the majority.
I declare that this is not the case,
Boodling only existed because it was
undigeovered. It is a accret erime,
I quote from an eminent authority:
“No one knows of the transaction ex.
cept those Implicated in it When,
however, the disclosures came, they
arpused the indignation of all classes,
and all parties. Republicans, Dem-
oprats, Populists, men of all condl-
tiong and opinjons expressed the ut-
most abhorrenee and contempt. The
universal demand from every guarter
of the State was and is tiiat no gailty
man shall escape.

UNJUST ATTACKS UPON THE
DEMOCRATIC PARTY.

This statement embogies  substan-
tlally the faets relating to muniel
pal and legal corraption. 18 there any
thing in the record which justifies the
malevolent attacks of the Globe-Dem-
ocrat and the Kansas Clty Star upon
the Demoeratic party of Missourl?
Can the fallure to perform his whole
duty to the public In these prose-
ehitions be justly charged agalnst any
Democratie official?

The commendation of all trae Dem-
ocrals has been given in unstinted
measure to all who have had an of-
ficlal duty to perform in pureging the
pulilie service of the baneful influence
of corruptionists, To Judge James 1.
Hozel, who promptly convened a
special Grand Jury in Cole County,
and vigorously directod a thoroungh in-
vestigntion of charges of legislative
bribiery, Is due the thanks of all good
citizens. The same feellng should ex-
tend to Attorney General Rdward C.
Crow for securing the eonfession of
Lee, without which litile could have
heen aceomplished, and for his able
co-operation with Prosecuting  Attor-
ney R. 1". 8tone in the Grand Jury in-
vostigation. Cirenit Attorney Joseph
W. Folk, in the performance of his
duty as publio proseeutor ot 8t. Louis,
has justly merlted and will ever re
celve the grateful prailse of all Inw
abiding citizens for his energetic ef-
forts to secnure  the eonvietion of
faithless public servants.

The great influence of the Govern-
or's office has been at all times earn-
estly exercised by Alex, M., Dockery in
afding the State, both in the judielal
Investigations at Jefferson City and in
the effort to secure the extradition of
fugitives beyvond the borders of the
Republie,

It {8 no less gratifving to us that
the Democratie Clrenit Judges, Ryan
and Douglag, of St Louis and Henry
. Thnmondg of Lamar, have shown a
most commoendable spirit in bringing
these cases to speedy trial to the end
that prompt justice might be admin-
Istered.

All the machinery of the law in
these investigations and prosecutions
ins peen direeted by Demoeratic of-
{icinls, and Democrats everywhere
may rejolee and feel o pardonable
pride in this splendld record of falth-
ful public service.

All of these officials are entitled to
eredit for the honest performance of
duty, Yet, there are but few of them
who will clalm any special commenda-
tfon. It is not so rare a thing in Mis-
souri to find an official who is per-
forming his plain duty. The perform-
ance of duty is not so astonishing a
thing as the discovery ol corruption
among officials.

The rule in this state Is for officers
to do thefr duty. That is why we
hnve officers.

HONESTY THE RULE IN MISSOURL.

The propagandists who raise the ery
that the issue is “Boodle vs. Honesty,"
appear to be of the opinion that there
i3 grave question whether enough
fairly honest men can be found, so
that the army of the wicked, muster-
od beneath the “banner of boodle,”
will not prevail. This is a strangely
laughable proposition. If the banner
of boodle were to be &et up there
would not be a corporal's guard who
wonld enlikt, and they woulil meet af-
ter darlc and hide ont before the dawn.
There is no state, no country, the eit-
izens of which more than equal in
christian sincerity and rectitude of
character the people of Missourl,

Who most londly raises this boodle
ery? When a statement Is made, you
hava the right to look into the char-
acter and motives of its author. I he
be fair and honest and a friend, yon
may generally conslder his advice. If
he be a known enemy, it I8 usnally
safe to diseredit his statements. That
there are many honest men who may
have heen earried away by this slo-
gan [ doubt not; but who are most
interesting themselves In Its propo-
gation? “Before we slay the falthful
old shepherd dog let ng see if there
{8 not wool sticking between the teeth
of the wolves that stand as his ac-
cusers,” Who fa It that presumées to
tell the Demoeratie party what ean-
didates it must nominate, and what
platform it must adopt? Is it the
volee of Esau, or the voice of Jacob?

ABUSE BY THE RADICAL PRESS.

Foremost of those who seek to
name the candidates, and dictate the
policies of the Democratic party, we
find the St. Louis Globe-Democrat and
Kunsas Clty Star, and followlng in
their wake every mugwump and Re-
publican paper in the state.

What {8 the quality of their friend-

It sat at tho eastern gate-way of the
commonwenlth and- warned the world
that Missourl was the robber state.
Even more despicable and slander-
ous have been the utterances of the
Kansas City Star. On the 10th dey of
Mareh, 1808 it vilifled and slandered
avery citizen who had the proud priv-
ilege of Lirth upon Missouri's soll. The
Star was discussing Honorable Frank
P. Sebres, a natlve of Saline county,
who was then the Democtatic nom-
inee for Mayor of Kansas City. Among
other things it sald:

“That he was born In Missouri
counts for but little in a State where
there is such a lamentable quota of
natives who have no idea of progress,
and no sympathy for modern ideas.
His experience in the Legislature, be-
fore eoming to Knnsas City, was noth-
ing, when it {s remembered that the
great munlelpalities of this State have
suffered most geversly = = 2« =
throngh rural representatives at the
State Capitol.”

Thousands of loyal Missourians de
manded an apology, bt the Sar n

oily stood upon its Insult, Lt it-
erated it on Februnry 2, 1808, Here i3
a part of the article:

“It (the Stur) can well afford all
the abuse it is recefving from
sourians, who are regponsible for the
gocial and political lmitations from
which the State hns suffered.™

This attack upon Missourians gon.
erally was only a part of this paper'a
gsettled peliey, During almost the en
tire year of 1SH8 it denounced the
Criminnl Court of Jackson Connty as
corrupt. nnd holdly clitmed that the
ruril Democrney  of that  splendid
conindy and of the State was shilelding
the worst elusses of eriminals. Never
was slander more unwarranted or in-

famons

It Is5, however, in the abuse of ex-
Confederates that the Star has found
its favorite fleld of actlon. Here (s
the play ground where its malice finds
delight in each old wound thet it can
make to bleed again, and a2 it thrusts
its venomed tongue Into the faces of
the brave who lost, itg hatred turns
into that kind of Joy whilch may some-
times tickle the hearts of  flends,
Bear with me while I quote:

“Turn the Guerrillas Out.”

“Train robbery in Jackson ecounty
will never cease until the eanse, nf
which masked bandits are the sffoot,

I8 eradicated, or rendered harmless,
“The canse is the sympathy of the
dyed-in-the-wool butternul. Democracy

of Jackson eounty with train rolhbory.
This element must be drlven fron of
fiee, It must be taught that the days
of war and rapine are over, and that
Kangas Clty does not propose to have
the specter of Quantrell preslde over
its department of justice. The rea
son train robbers have not heen pun-
ished s simply hecause the officlils
have truckled to the element in Jack

gon county which still bears allegi-
ance to the late Confederacy.
These porsons are still at war

with the United States and don’t com.
prehend that robbing trains Is not an
aet of reprissl and war. To get into
power it has been the custom of the
worst mon of the ety and connty Dem-
oeracy to [raternize with this. Guers
rilla element, and elect to office its
gympathizers and Kinsment

Nor are these anclent and dust eov-
erell utterances, Nor vet have they
been confined to one paper. They
have been the common stock in trade
of many of the Republican papers, al-
though the Star in this, as in most
things infamous, leads on the mob

It was but on July 13th, last, that
the Globe-Demoerat gave tongue again
to the old villainy, In this insance,
however, the dassault was not direetad
agalnst ex-Confederates alone, hut was
a general broadslde almed Indiscrim-
inately at all Demoerats who live in
the country districts. A preliminary
woridl, Edward Hickman was BSecre-
tary of Clief of Police Hays of Kansas
City; he was transferred to another
position by the Polica Board, and John
Marens, formerly a Democratic editor
of Hamilton, Missouri, was appointed
Secretary. Here now, is the Infa-
mous article:

“Hickman is distasteful to the rural
Democracy of Jackson county * * *
and its objection to him is that he shot
and killed a train robber, who refused
to obey his summons to halt. * * *
But the rural Democracy In Jackson
county, which idenlizes and idolizes
fallows who hold up trains, have not
been brought to a frame of mind
where they ean be either forgetful or
forgiving, The rural ring of the party
thinks it is retributlon too long de-
layed, and not sufficiently severe, be.
eause he Is not removed from the rolls
altogether, and they will go after hls
sealp with renewed vigor, regarding
his removal from the Secretaryship
ps a waning of the powers behind
him."

April 9th, 1865, the war was ended,
and children then unborn are now the
heads of families and counselors of
State. Another war has come, and
song of those who wore the Blue and
thoge who wore the Gray have died
together upon Santlago hills to give
an added glory to their common flag.
Thirty-elght years have pnssed, but
the surviving veterans of tha Confed-
eracy, who through them all have
heen the best of eltizens, are still the
targets for an envenomed press.

Yet, again let us congider. ‘These
ara the same papers that, having for
years cast the foulest of slanders upon
the reputation of the State, suddenly
ralsed the ory, “Btand up for Mis
gourl:" but, even here, the foree of
long continued habit got the measten,
and so they mingled sueh utterances
ag “Poor old Missourl,” and “Moss
Back Missourl,” with “Stand up for
Missourl.” It was a dellghtiully
tudierous though Insulting paradox.
But the people of Missourl  re-
membered the day whon the Re-
publican party had not “stood up
for Missourl,” but “had stood Missouri
up,” and robbed her of more thun
twenty milllons of dollars, and they
respectfully declined to repeat the ax-
perience.

Once more let us reflect. These e
the same papers thal only last cam-
paign asserted that the public moneys
bad been plifered, and the school
fund looted, and that in the face of
the Indubitable facts continue to this
very day to insult the Intelligence of

l.'the people of the State by Insistent
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