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ASHINGTON not only has a United States
Christmas celebration but it has the [es-
tivitiea that mark the Christmas season in
all the clvilized nations of the world. At
the Russian embassy thare 1s a Christmas
fete after the manner of the people in the
land of the czar; there are French dologs
ut the great European republic’a official
residence, and there is the genuine old
English Christmas at the home of the Brit-
fah nmbassador, and so oOne may go on
through the entire list of foreign repre-
semtntives, not even barring the embassies
of Chinn and Japan, where In honor of
the day, as Christian nations view it, the
ortental officlala have holiday dinners

The South American people make much of Christmas.
1t is the great feast day In all Latin-American countries
and the ambassadors and attaches and thelr familles do
not forget the customs of thelr native lands slmply be-
canse for a few seasons they have been transplanted to
pow seenes, The "open house” is the order of the day in
medarly every official residence in Washington after the

family has had its own intimate celebration of the holl-

day Large familles are the rule rather than the excep:
wiou among the ambassadors and ministers from the
southern Buropean and from the Central and South Amer
fean countries, The chlldren have a gala time of It at
bowe sund then the visiting begins. The presents that

€ hristmas Custom
€ Every
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green and so are
the wild honey-
suckle and the lou-
rel, trees and
plants that are
abundant along the
Potomae.
Presldent Roose
velt was, as every-
one knows, a mnat
ure lover, He took
every opportunity
thut offered Lo get
away from the
elty, His daily
walks and rides
took him far into
the country, and on
Chrigtmag day dur-
Ing the last [four
years of hils term
of office he went
to Pine Knot, a
wooded, mountain
country place that
belonged to  his
wife. Mr. Roose
velt stayed in
Washington until

|

are purchased and stored temporarily in the embagsies
are not all for the adults and children of the household
The probable visitors of the day are borne In mind and
as o little DOrazilinn boy In Washington put It once: “I
have had ten Christmases in ten hours.™

Chuich going on Christmas day is the rule In Wash.

Ington. Some persons have been unkind enough to say
thut all the Amerlean ofMiclals go to church on Christ-
mns becavse tha fact s very apt to get Into the news

papers and it reads well at home.” The majority of the
Contral American and South Amerlean diplomsts tem
porarily resident In Washiogton, are nominally at least
good churchmen, and they attend service as a matter of
training and as n matter of course, Practically all the
womon from the Latin-Ameriean countries are religlously
devout, and with them church golng on Christmias §s a
matter of duty that I8 not to be negleeted under any cir-

cumetances. No child Iz allowed to miss church and the
resnlt Is that all the eaplital city temples of worship are

well filled on the feast day.

Prosident Taft nlways has been a regulnr attendant at
church and his service golng since he became president
establishes no precedent. Mrs. Taft and the children are
Eiplscopnliang, while the president is a Unitarian, and so
it {s that Sundays and other church days are the only
davs in the year that the family becomes In a sen=o dl-
vided. The president attends service at the Unitarian
ohoreh of All Souls, of which the Rev. U, G, B. Plerce 18
the pasior, Mrs. Taft and the children are regular at-
tendants at Bt. John's Bpiscopal church which In years
‘pust was nttended by so many presidents of the United
States that it came to be known semi-Jocosely as “the
Church of Btate” Mrs, Roosevelt and her children also
attended St. John's on Sundays and Christmas days,
wlifle Mr. Roosevelt went to the little German Reformed
churech on Filteenth street, and rarely missed a serviea.

This Christmnae geason the majority of the membors of
both houses of congress are in the capltal city, Time
was and not o long dgo, thal senitors and répresent-
atives took thelr familles and went home to spend the
hollday season, but now, for finanelal reasons, the na
#tonal leglslators in the main elect to stay In Washing-
ton for thelr holiday making. Prior to the passage of
the last rallroad sfate B most of the members of con
gress hnd pasges on the rallroads, Now they have to pay
thelr way when they travel and for thoge who live at a
dintance from Washington this means a consldernble ex-
penditure of money in case they desire to go home at
Christmas. .

Byery employe of the White House ls given a Christ
mas turkey by the president. This Is a custom of many
years standing, and only once or twice has It been bro
&en, The clerks in the departments, and thore are many
thousunde of them, not anly get a Christmas holiday, but
are nllowed to leave thelr work at noon on the day previ
ous in order that they may do their Christmas shopping
The lot of the department clerk In Washington I8 not a
hard one, as far as the matter of holldays 18 concerned.
Every employe I8 given & month's leave on full pay in
ench year, and is allowed another month “lo be slck in.”
“This 1n8t statement moans, of course, only that {f an em-
ploye is 111 he or she receives full pay for ons month on
receipt of the physiclan's certlicate that the illness has
‘been real. The clerks get seven or elght holldays each

, and thesae, faken In conmection with the month's
lewve, and with the fact that the hours of work number
only seven and a baif each day, make the laboring condl
‘tlon of the department clerk fairly comfortuble.
~ WWakhington's Christmas s always & green Christmas,
even if there s mnow on the ground, for in this latitude

thore are many trees and shrubs that hold thelr leaves
nd their color all through the year, As a matter of fact
* 3here Is raroly any snow in the capital eity that is worthy
o the name. All last winter, save for & fow hours, the

stroets wore bare of unow. Then came March 4th, Inau-

guration day, and a record-making bllzgard with a down-
Iall of snow, hall and ralo mixed. The holly is always
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CHINESE STUDENTS AT CHRISTHMAS
REUNION AT CHINESE LEGATION e~

the festivities ol
the dany were oy-
er and the chil
dren had a chance
to lake account
of thelr prosents,
and then he left
lor the log eabin
in Virgitin where

he could sit in
front of a huoge
open fire with a

BEenuine *gl4d
Christmas" back
log On  these
Christmas out-
ings  Mr. Roose
velt did a  1ie
rabbit shooting
ond tried to do
Bome turkey ON ROUND OF FAE

shoothig, but the

major part of the

day time he spent in the flelds prmed only with an opera
glaks, with which he studfed the winter birds, always
with an eye ehitrpened to the possibility of finding some
Bpecles that was rare

Presldent Taft loves nature, too, In 8 way, but he is
not much of a tramper excepting where the walk leads
over the golf links on. which he gpends his holiday after
noons, Christmas ineluded, for In Washington because of
the comparative mildness of the climate, the game of
goll Iz possible nearly every day in the year.

There are gseveral hundred officers of the army and na-
vy stationed In Washington, most of them being detafled
for affice work In the departments’ for a term of four
years. The naval officers perhaps enjoy thelr hollday-
making In the capital more than do their brothers of
the army, for the sallors have been compelled to spend
manny Christmoses at ses away from thelr wives and
[amilies, while hore they may gather thelr families about
them aud not break auy sea regulations in'so doing. The
arny officer, whether he goes to the Philippines or to
gome distunt frontler post, ordinarily takes his famlly
with him and so Christimas day does not to him necas-
garlly bring with It the sense of loneliness and homeslck-
ness that {4 brings to the man at sea,

In the biological survey, which ls a bureau of the de
partment of agriculture, there are many sclentists at
work, Most of thege men have spent a large part of
thelr lives in the wilds studying birda and mammals, and
shells, plunts and fishes, to soy nothing of reptiles. The
office life Is irksome to these sclentlsts. They belong to
the free alr, the barren plains, and the pine forests. So
it 1s that on every holldy that brings with it a relense
from ofMce cares, they take to the open flalds, About the
hills in many places about Washington on Christmas day
thera are to be sech the little camp fires of the selentigts
who are cooking thelr mid-day Christmas dinners undey
the open sky.

Some time ago all the bird students In the United
States were asked, If they could, to make a trip afield on
Christmas day and to make a lst of the birds that they
found. Thousands of bird lovers followed the suggestion
and are still following it. Each one of the students turns
in a report to a central headq iarters giving the names of
the birds that on Christmas day fell under his observa-
tlon. As a result of this practice the Washington scl
entists have many valusble notes concernlng “out of sea-
son” birds. For Instance, the report came to Washington
on a Christmas or two ago, that on the hollday four
mocking birds were seen and positively identified fn the
flelde near BDoston, Mass. Other birds were reported
from other northarn localitles, birda that in the ordinary
course of things ought to have been far south of the Ma-
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son and Dix-
on line. Bo It
-i8 « that . a
Washington Christ-
mas day {dea has
been made to serve
the ends of sclence.

It has been sald
that in years past a
great many of the
senators and repre
sentatives in congress
went home to spend
the holidays, but that
now the practice
largely hag passed.
An exception should
be made for the past,
and the present, as
well, in the cases of
thoge senntors and
members who have In
charge legislation
which has been pro-
posed in bill form at
the opening of the
sesslon ol congress.
When bllls are Intro-
duced they are at
once referred to com-
mittees and If the
measures are of {m-
portance the chalr-
men of the commlit-
tees to which thoy
have been sent, make

& study of them In order that thelr merits and demerits
may be determined. In some ¢ases this means long and
continued study and it is not at all an unusual thing to
find a committee chalrman glving over the joys of the
home life on Clristmas day to consult precedents and to
formulate arguments to be used for or against some pro-
posed legiglation, and to find him doing this in the se-
clusion of a stuffy office room on Christmas dny.

A good many Washington people, especially thoss who
came here from the south, go over into Virginia to hunt
on Christmas day. In parig of the Old Dominion fox
hunting s sull the order of the winter day, and if the
fox I8 not in evidence there are always rabblts and gquail,
while on the lower Polomae and In the marshes along
Chesapenke bay in open winters, the ducks and the geese
are falrly abundant. The outdoor lfe appeals stropgly
to the southerner, and in many cases the northerners
who hove come to the Potomae country, have formed the
hunting habit and join the Christmog day outing parties
ol thelr southern couslns.

Christmas ls the great hollday of Washington, From
high to low the people make the most of it. There 1s good
choer overywhere evident and charity ia not forgotten,

AMERICA’S CHRISTMAS
THE BEST OF ALL

An oceaslonal Jersey commuter, famillar with the re-
Hglous section of Barclay street, is commonly the only
sort of American in New York who knows a presepio by
slght, Yet the presepio Iz the sign of the Latin Christ-
mas, 88 the fir tree 15 of the northern. The manger of
the Barclay street windows shows only the inside of the
siable, with the figures and the cattle done In Itulian ter-
ra cottn. But the real preseplo In its native land may
ahow the whole countryside ns well, and If the pligrims
wonding their way to the manger are good Slelllan peas-
ants, bearing good Sicilian wine and cheese on their
donkeys, they are only the more interesting.

St Francls, born In the quaint lttle town of Assisd
among the brown Umbrian hills, in 1182, inveunted the
preseplo to make the Christmas gtory plain to the slmple,
flliterate common people. During the 800 years since It
has remained a favorite devotion in Latin Hurope. The
Italinn nnd Spanish call’it the preseplo, the manger; the
French the ereche, the eradle; and the Hungarians and
Belglans, Betleim, or Bethlehem,

Only a few years sinos not a csrpenter could be hired
in Rome or Naples for weeks before Christmas. Ther

o ARO CHRISTHAS PARTY OF PAN=
LS AMERICAN YOUNG PEOPLE

MISS KIVO TAKAHIRR , DAUGHTER OF
THE JAPANESE AMBASSADOR 788
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wore all busy eracting preseplos In the homes of the
quality, while the poorer folk were constructing thelr
own. As the mainland grows more sophisticated the
qualint old devotion 1s fading away; but In conservative
Siclly people still make the preseplo every year as they
dress Christmas trees in New York, All over the Isiand
familles are busy from December 1 to 16 putting thelr
old preseplos in order, or making new ones; and there fee
mueh calling to and fro to compare results and admire
new and elaborate specimens of the art. The preseplo
may be a little thing on a stand in one corner, or it may
occupy the whole slde of & room,

It miy represent a whole mountain slde, made of the
rough, flexible bark or the cork tree. Peaks, crags and

precipices abound, with winding tralls, houses and caatles |.

of colored cardboard, forests of twigs and sometimes tiny
pipes to Turnish brooks and lakes, In the center Is the
grotto, with the holy family within. A sky of blue pa-
per is stretched above, with the Star of Bethlehem con-
splouous, and over the hills come the shepherds bearing
the gifts to the babe,

Spain, ke Siclly, has never lost the preseplo, and in
both. Spanish and Bicilian citles there are booths for the
sale of miniature shepherds, magl and all the accessories
of the art. In France the creche is not made at home, as
in the southern countries, but it used to be a part of the
Christmas decorations of every French church, and is still
&0 In the rural distrlets, Many a polished cosmopolite of
Parls can remember working busily for days hefore
Ohristmas in his chlldhood to help freshen up and reju-
venate the creche of his parish church in some little vil-
lage of France, In the villages close by Parls to-day ohll:
dren who go nbout the streets singing Christmas carols
carry a liitle creche in a box upon thelr shoulders.

The manger typifles the difference betweon the Latin
and the Teuton Christmas. The Latin Christmas is a
purely rellglous festival, ps much so
a5 any other feast ol the church. It
has no particularly domestie or so-
cinl quality. Itallan children never
got presents on Christmas day, That
{s done on All Souls' day, in October,
when they belleve—Il they are very
gmall—that the spirits of thelr de-
parted relatives have come back in
the night and left presents for them;
undoubtedly & very anclent relic of
ancestor worship, It Is the great
Teuton family of uatlops that glve
presents to children on Christmas
doy. And the Christmas tres came
out of the vast forests where dwelt
ke heathen Germsn and Beandina-
vian tribes. It is, In fact, a pagan
rollc, passed down from primitive
forest dwellers »and  worshippers,
Where Celt, Slav or Latin use It
they have borrowed it

France, half Latin and halt Celt,
dashed with Gaul and Viking, is a
fumily by herself in this, as in every-
thing, She bullds the manger in the
churches, but at home, though she
geldom dresses a Christmas tree, Ht
tle Babette.and Plerre set their
ghoes Ly the fireplace instead of

un thelr stockings, Plerre and Babette, it u:.a:
::S:!ij:,ﬁ- ;ﬂmu i;d(w_ﬂ. belleve that “le petit Jesua" or I"Ie
petit Noel”—*“the little Jesus” or “the lttle Christmas"—
have brought the gifts, Dut the avernge French child
Is as sophisticated ne young America, and Plerre has 1o
be a very little boy indaed, to pelleve in “le petit Jesus.
No French or Italian child ever hears of Santa Claus till
he comes to Ameriea; by which it may be gathered that
that good salnt Was strictly German, snd when he emlb
grated, enme o Amerion lke nll the rest of ul_ﬁ Ger-

N8,
ms’ll‘hc growth of the typleal American Christmas, with ite
universal Christinag greens und present-giving, 18 a curl
ous phenomenon. It hias no roots in American history,
The original settlers of New England never observed it
The Dutch of New Amsterdam searcely notieed it, but
made New Year's the greal, loyous, popular festival.
Within the memory of old people still lving Christmas
pageed unobserved in New York, while all hollday mer
yymaking centered in New Year's day. Modern America
bas buflt up a Christmas festival of its own, and hns
rejected definitely the religlous feast in favor of the so-
oinl and domestic one. In one way, however, the Amerl
can Christmas s more religlous than any and all the Lat
in church feasts put together. One who has lived through
a year's changing round of saints' days in Italy, In all of
which no work is done and the prople take hollday, will
obsgerve that the thought of the people never goes out te
thoge in need. The aboundlug giving of an Ameriean
Christmas; the unensy, uncomfortable feeling that every
child, st least, must have, if pogsible, a good dinner and
& present on Christmas day, I8 quite unknown in the Lat
in countries. ‘

The feeling that poor old bums and hoboes, even the
eviminnls in thelr prisons, the paupers in their nlms
houses, the beggars, the unworthy—all ought to haye
something good to eat on that day, and a lttle Christ
mas cheer in some form—Ila part of the American Christ.
mas. |

The races that come to the melting pot of America
keep thelr home Christmas for only & few years after
they arrive. Then they drilt off into a more or lese
Ameorleanized Christmas. !

Tar a few years after they come, also, they try to
eat thelr traditional dishes at Christmas time. The Hun
garian housemother makes the Christmas cakes which 8
long line of ancestral cooks made before her across seas
They are round balla-of dough, covered with boney and
poppy seed, and then baked. The Bohemians and Poles
also make poppy seed cakes, ench in a different style
The Slcilian housewife, too, has a traditional Christmas
cake. It fs o ring of dough with & hole in the middle—
the Itallan donghnut, in fact-—which fa fried, sprinkied
with sugar and eaten hot,
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SOLVE LIFE PROBLEMS

tallization 18 the agency made use of
by Hving growth. A glass of felly, or
ony other nonorystalline substance,

Solentist Has Made Important |
ibution to Selution of

that of the surrcundlng alr, and thus
cbinined acoess to an almoat virgin

doesn’t grow., On cooling It passes
gradunlly from the melted to the solid
. | condition, and forms about & lu

their axes in the direction of the lines

olared that he hns made an {mportant
contribution to the solution of the
great question confronting alike sl
«nce and philosophy—what is lifa?

ship was closed nnd thelr head cdll
ing' the would-be neophyte before the
assembled audlence, showed him with
out a word an urn so filled with water
that not & aingle drop could be added
The neophyte, _the message

e e o s ot
"ot that it - without dislodging the
siightest particle of the lguid, The
embership of e acadetoy of allgnce
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COUNTRY CLEARLY AT FAULT

Provisions for Taking Care of Unfor
tunate Tuberculosis Victims Are
All Too Meager.

The National Asgoclation for the
Study and Prevention of Tuberculos
sis #tatos that there are in the United
States at least 800,000 consumptives
who are 80 pgor that they cannot pay
for proper medieal treatment in tuber-
cluosls sanitorin and hospitals. Some
of them can pay small amounts &
week for thelr maintenance, but the
great majority of them cannot pay any-
thing, For this large class of pa-
tlents the entire country has provided
only 10,000 beds for the free treatment
of tuberculosis, In Alabama, Arkan-
rag, Idaho, Kansas, Miesissippl, Mon-
tana, Nevada, North Dokota, Okla-
homa, Oregon, Philippine islands,
South Dakota, Texas, Utah, West
Virginia and Wyoming there is mno
place where the consumptive without
means ean be treated but in the jails
or the fnsane asylums of these states,
and in most cages he will get no treat-
ment there, Sixteen other states pro-
vide less than 50 beds each for poor
consumptives. In only two states,
Massachusetts and New York, have
bads for needy tuberculosis patients
been provided, so that at least one
in ten may find a place [or treatment,
In many of the other states not one
in fifty of the destitute consumptives
can find a bed in a hoapital or sana-
torinm,

HIS STATUS.

Dat's a swell harge youse got, Jlin-
mie! What Is he, a charger, or—2"

"Aw, by de way he fa always kickin’,
1 guess he's just o plain mule!”

Described, 4
Migs Glddigoeh—Oh, umnele, have

you seon the Willlamges' baby? Do
doseribe b to me,
Uncle 8Snark—Deseription! Um!—

ah! very small featires, clean shaven,
red-faced, and looks n hard drinker,

HABIT'S CHAIN
Certain Habits Uncensciously Formed
and Hard to Break.

An ingenfous philosopher estimates
that the amount of will'power neces.
sary to broak a lifelong hablt would,
it it could be fransformed, 1ift & welght
of meny tons,

It sometimes requires n higher de-
gree of herolsm to break the chalps of -

lorn hope in & bloody battle, A lady
writes from an Indiana town: ;

“From my earliest childhood 1 was a
“Jover of coffee. Before I was out of my
teons | was a miserable dyspeptic, suf~
::;lns terribly &t times with my stome
_“I wag convinced that it was
I could not deny myielf a cup for

a coffee drunkard. |

eoffee for breskfast, although it kept
:nl:aoonm.d mm:lltl;m Ttried Postum,
learned to make it properly according
to directlons, and now we osn hardly
o without Postum for breakfast, and
care nothing for eoffes, >

Y mﬂ:o longer troubled with dys-
pepsia, do not kave spells of suffering
with my stomach that used to '

L o k]

& porniclons hablt than to lead = for.

brewkfast. At tho ago of 58 1 was in
very poor health, indded. My sister

“But 1 never could give up drinking
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