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POSTHASTER-GENERAL HITCHCOCK /9B

OSTMASTER GENERAL HITCHCOCK
recently slgned a contruet for the supply
of postal cards that will be used by the
American people during the next four
years. The mere magnitude of the man-
ufacturing project involved Is calculated
1o make this of general inwerest, for, be
it known, the head of the postofies de-
partment has ordered approximately
three and one-half billlon postal cards for
use durigg the four years beginning January 1, 1810
This means that the American people who adopt the
wery convenlont scheme of allowing Uncle Bam to
furnish the stationery for thelr correspondence will
purchase and send through the mails nearly a billlon
cards every twelvemonth. In other words, on an av-
erage, every man, womsn and child in the United
States will use 10 or 11 postal cards every year. In
aetual practice there pre, of course, hundreds of

thousanda of persons, Including young children, who
mever buy a postal ecard from one end of the year to
the other, bul, on the other hand, the above-men.
tloned average s attalned through the firms and

Business houses which, in many instances, uge hun
dreds or thousands of postil enrds o duy.

It will be understood that the trainloads of postal
eards for which, Postmaster General Hitchicoek has

Just given the order are the regulation officinl cards
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wont to find particles clinging to and clogging the pen while
writing with fak on the present style card,
grade of postal card will be of finer quality than the old, It
will nlso be lighter in welght and this Iatter consideration
will mean hundreds and muayhap thousands of dollars saved
to the government every year, for Uncle Sam has to pay for
the tramsportstion of all postofice supplies by weight and
the new postal cards will bave rdduced “traveling expenses”
on all the journcys they make, from the time they leave
the peinung office untll they reach:the "uitimate consumer.
It Is also the ambition of Postmaster Generd]l Hitehcock to
make our postal cards more artistlc—to put them, in fact, on
a plane with the very handsome postal cards issued by some
forelgn countries, and to that end he pians to change the
tiut of the »~ard and to change the color of the Ink In whioh
it Is printed.
the new color scheme camnol be determined
menta have been made.

While the new

Just what Unts and colors will be selected for
until experi-

The new postal cards will be made in three different slzes

although most people will neveér uge or sea anything except
the
giwe that is in almost
universal
tically all of the cards
manufacturad will be
of the regulation slze
that has
familiar to everybody,
namely 33 xoly
es, but there will beo
provided some ol the
double or reply post
nl
come into use in re
cent years and which
enable a
ent to send with his
postal card a
of
hand. There will alse

one standard

use. Prae- ...

long been
Inch-

cards which have

correspond.

means

reply  ready to
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A CORNER OF THE BIG COMPOSING ROON e~
which are sold In postoffices all over the lund. This
takes no account of the souvenir or pleture postcards
which are sold In the United States by the millions ev.
yaar. Of course, there 18 nothing offietal about these
ited posteards, They do not bear on their face,
Ay do federal podfeards, a stamp entitiing them to trans-
misgion through the mails, and such souvenir cird Is enr-
ried in the mails only when a onecent sinmp is afixed
o it. Conseguently it is the enormous swelling of the
sales of oneceni stamps and not the expansion of the
governmenta] posteard trade that Indiecates the enormous
and widespread popularity of the souvenir posteard fad
An recent years.

The postmaster general i going to pay upward of a
million doliars for the postal cards which will be {ssued
€0 the patrons of our postal system between now and
New Yenur day, 1815, However, thls new co et i char-
acterized by several features of grent interest aside from
the large amount of money represented. Foremost among
these {s the fact that Uncle S8am is. In effect, contract-
ing to supply himsalf with postal cards of hig awn mann.
fuoture. Herefofore all the postal cards required In this
country have been turned out by private manufacturers
and, indeed, for years past, the manufocture of postal
eards has been the princlpal industry of the little clty
of Rumford Falls, Me. Henceforth, however, the gov-
ernment will print ite postal eards at the great govern-
ment printing offlce in Waoebington, the largest printing
plant In the warldl.

The postofice department will contioue to pay for
dhe postal eards, just as it did when they were obtalned
from private manufaeturers, but the process will amount
to Uncle SBam tnking money out of one pocket and put-
ting into another. At the same time the government
will save money by the new plan of obtaining its post
wird supplies. It has been realized for some time past
By the postoffice officials that it would be a great con.
venience i the government could print its own postul
eards al Washington (the point from which they are
distributed to all parts of the eountry) Instead of hav-
ing them manufactured In Malne, with the consequent
foss of time In sending them to Washington for distri-
tution. The government had proven by years of practics
thnt it could produce its postage stamps and s paper
money more cheaply than If the work were given to out
siders, and sccordingly Postmaster General Hitcheock,
who {5 & Hve business man, determined to see If a slml-
dar saving, combined with more efficlent service, ecould
mot be cffected in the case of the postoards. The gov-
emment printing ofMce submitted competitive blds on
the same basis as its outside rivals mnd it underbid
them all. .

A pecond important featurs In connection with the
“mew contract for postal cards Is found in the fact that

. sthis new deal contemplates cards of better quality than

' © Baen a Heavy Charge on Church

‘have heretofore been In use. Eapeclally will there be a
marked improvement in the surface of the card and this
enable it to take ink more readily. In future, prob-
, there will be few complaluls from people who are

he

Introduced o

new Jostal
onrd, gued es
peciully  for the
convenlence of
business men
This new card
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{8 no doubt but
that the Institu-
tion chn keep the
country  supplied
with postal cards
po matier to what
proportions the
correspondenca  of
the Ameriecan
people may Erow.

Just as TUncle
Sam: gnards very
carefully the man.
facture of postage
stumps and paper
money, &0 will he
tnke every pre-
caution agninst
the possible dishonesty of employes in the manufacturs,
mcking and distribution of postal cards. For one thing,
the presses used for printing the eards will be controlled
by an Intricate system of locks, which will render It fms,
posaible to relense or operate & press
until several different officials are In
Attendance, each with a key that
plays a part in unlocking the press.
The dies or plates used In printing
the cards and which nre furnished by
the postofilce department, are like.
wise carefully guarded, When such
a plate is glven to a printer for use
i’ makiing Impresslons he must glye
a recelpt for It to the officlal in
charge of the vault where these
precions plates are stored and the
printer cannot leave the hullding at

the concluglon of
the day's work un-
til he hag returned
to this depository
the printing plates

will be exactly the
elze of the stand:

ard "eard Index"
card, or sowewhnt
smaller than the

regulation posta)

which have been
In his cuatody.
Finally the postal
cards wlil he
counted repeatedly
during the process

eard and Its  ad e = A of manufacture—
vantage s found e perhnps & scora of
in the fact that it FRIVATE HOSFITAL IN THE GOVERNMENT FRINTING times in all—and
can be filad with thus tab will be

out trimming or trouble in uny card Index file ar cabl-
net. This will make the new style card the handlest
Imaginable vehlcle for announcsment of price quota-
”“.““" bulleting of all kinds, reporte—as for instance the
daily reports of traveling salesmen, ete.

Under the new system of posts] card manufacture
the wark will not be so concentrated us ut present. Un-
der the plan now In vogue all the operations of manu-
facture, from the process of cutting down the forest trees
and reducing them to paper to hoxing up the completed
poslal cards for shipment, 1s carrled on in the lttle
Maine oity, where sbout 900 men are employed, In one
way or another, fn posteard manufacture, Under the
new scheme the government will buy the raw material,
notably the paper or cardboard and the ink, but all the
operations of posteard manufacture will be carried on in
the great printing ofice under the shadow of the United
States capitol, where 5,000 men and women are Tegu-
larly employed, A contract that calls for the delivery
of between two milllon and thiee milllon complete post-
al cards every working day In the year would swamp
the biggest privats printing plant o the country, but
this new responsibillty lias been treated ss mersly an
fncidentnl at the model printory of the world, The force
will bave to be inoreased somewhat and perhaps some
pew printing pregses will be Installed—althopgh the offi-
cials say the work can be handled with the equipment
now In place,

The government has drawn with great cara the specl
flcations for the paper to he used for the new postal
cards with a view to obtaining & grade of material with
longer fiber than that heretofore in use and presenting a
hette; surface for writing in ink. The paper will be
delivered to the government printing office In 600-pound
rolls, each contalning the material for 90,000 cards, and
the printing will be done on presses each of which will
reel off 3,000 sheets of postal cards per hour, each sheet
belng made up of 100 separate eards. It can thus be
figured that emch press can print upward of one-third
of a million posta] eards per hour, and since several sich
presses can .be employed If necéssary and the govarn-
ment printing office is in operation night and day, there

kept on the curds until they depart in !sealeﬂ packages
for the various postoffices throughoug the country, where
they will be Issued to the publie.

A§ dellvered by the machines the postal cards are
mechanieally counted and automatieally aesembled in
packs of 2i—ench packdeing secured by a band of white
puper. Thess packs are placed in pastebonrd hoxes,
ench of which will acoommodate 20 packs or 50O cards.
The pasteboard boxes, in turn, are packed fn wooden
chges, varying in slze and ranging in capaclty from 6,000

to 100,000 cards, It 1s in this form that they are shipped |

upon requisition to the postmasters throughout the
lund. In order that all orders for postal cards may be
filled promplly the government printing office, once the
new activity is under way, will constantly keep on hand
in its fireproof, burglar-proof vaults a surplus stock of
about 40,000,000 posial cards. The precattions that wiil
surround the menufacture aud dispateh of postal cards
at the government printery will extend to the destruction
of the misprinted or otherwise epoiled cards. Officlals
of the postofMce department will be on duty at the
printery at all times to supervise the manufacturs of
the cards and more especlally to inspect the raw mate.
rlal used and to see to it that it at all times and in all
respocts meets the requirements of the government,

| Trade Organization of Printers

Some Interesting Information in regard to trade or-
ganization among printers appears in the Typographleal
Journal, the officlal publication of the International Typo-
graphical unlon, It is in the form of a review of & hook
by George B. Barnett, associate professor of politieal
economy In the Johns Hopkins university. The book,
which is just from the press, is entitled, "The Printera:
® Study in Amarican Trade Unfonism.” Mr. Barnétt waa
fn Indianapolis for a conslderable length of time, several
years ugo, gathering information at the headquurtsrs _ol
the International Typographical unfon to be used in his
book. )

“A perusgl of Dr. Barneit's book,” says the review,

THE GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE -~

“discloses the fact that mass meotings of printera for
the purpose of consldering trade gquestions were held in
New York as early as 1776 and in Philadelphia In 1786,
Continunous organizatinns were formed In New York,
Philadelphia, Baltimore nnd Boston before the close of
the elghteenth century or ghortly thereafter and the Ty-
pographical Soclety of New York was In exlstence from
1705 to 1797, In 1799 the Franklin Typogeaphieal soclety
wns organized In the same city. In 1800 the New York
Typographical soclety was organized and is still in exist-
ence. The Philadelpila Typographical society was organ:
Ized In 1802 and I8 algo stlll netives

However, Dr. Barficlt pggerta that thera 1¢ some evi-
flenee that there had been a printers' soclety in the
Quaker ity previous to this, known as the ‘Asylum Come
puny.! The date of the first Baltimora organization I8
equally uncertain, but probably as early as 1803. There
was nlso a zoclety In exlstence In Beston in that year.
The author =ays that no gocletles appear to have been
tormed outglde of the four citics named before 1810, In
which year the Philadelphin soclety recelved a communis
eation “from the New Orleans Typographical soclety, in-

cloging a copy of thelr constitution.’ In 1816 socletles
were organlzed at Wuoshington and Albany. As far as
{he Information of Dr. Barnett extends, these societies
were formed primarily to ‘ralse and establish prices’'”

The article then refars to various local organizations
that were formed In 1880 and directly following that
date and eontinues by saying that about 1848 the organi-
zatlon of mew unjgns began' to go on more rapidly, and
sinca 1850 have been in exlstence in practieally all the
larger American cities.

“The first suggestion that the local associntions should
form an organization was mede in 1834, and two years
lnter delegates from nmesoclations at Baltimore, New
York, Harrlsburg, Phlladelphin, Wasghington and New
Orleans aggembled In Washington and framed a conatitu-
tion for the National Typographichi soclety, The frst
sossion was Jeld in New York in 1837, when the name
was changed to the National Typographical assoclation.

“In 18560 a onll wis lssned for & conventlon which was
to be beld in New York, at which time delegates assem-
bled from Albany, New York, Philadelphia, Baltimors,
Trenton and Louisville. The second convention was held
in Baltimore in 1851, and the third in Cinclopat! in 1852,
which resolved itself Into ‘the first sedslon of the Na-
tional Typographical union:

“Old Pete’” Is Dead ;

Peter Morton, or “Old Pete,” a eolored man and &
qualnt character of antebellum days, dled at his home
In Geneva court recently, the Cincinnat! Enqulrer says.
He did not know his exact age, which was about 80
years, and there is probably no one living who does.

w0ld Pete,” since the close of the clvil war, har at
différent times been a family pervant and men of all
work in many prominent familles on the Lllls, and in
Avondale and varied his employment oceasionally by
doing porter work In downtown stores. It is related of
him, and the story was confirmed by himself, that befoie
the civil war he was the property of & Kentucky gam-
bler, who went broke, and “Pete," with ull pther chattels
possessed by the gambler, had to be sold to satisfy his
craditors. s

The officers of a bank In Maysville, Ky, who had
taken n liking to the colored man on socount of his gen-
il good nature and strict honesty, offered to buy his
freadom for him if he would execute his personal note
fn thelr favor and make his payments upon it, aceord-
lng as he was ablé, untll they were repald. This he
ngreed to do, but with the close of the clvil wnr and the
soattering of his friends far and wide, Peto fell into hard
lines from the lack of & permanent home and steady
employment, but he never forgot his financlal obligations
to his banker benefactors and he continued making hie
payments to them for 20 years after the cloge of the
war, untll the debt was finally pald.

HAVE SPENT MUCH ON ‘ABBEY

with the utmost zeal and thorough-
nees, though in many of ita detalls ita

_of Restoring Westminster Has
Authoritios.
coat of keeplng Westminster ab-

ropair - vary ondrous nud
ne and. the long line of mur-
.‘. 1

Lethaby.

| irnt of these
topher

church has been in the hands of Mr.
Blore, Slr Gilbert Becott; Mr, Pearson,
Mr, Michaelthwalte and now Prof.

There have been times fn the his
tary of the abbey when its very ex-
Intonoe “has been in jeopardy.
of the soventsenth century,
work of resforation was
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taste was open to much gquestion.
When the late Dean Bradley ar-
rived upon the scene in the yenr 1582

from sagricultural estites steadily
dwindling in valus, while tho

sbout e end
In and the !

wall

he found an locome derived largely | wi

condi- |
tion of many of &wt_,m but-
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the appearsnce of & quarry.

It was time for extreme meapnres,
and that the situation waa saved at
all waa due tb tha yigor and the busl-
ness acumen of the late dean. |
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nlght's lodging. The old man thanked
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the Scheme Could MNot 'Add
Greatly to the Qrowth of
American Shipping.

which forelgn shipping does ngt have
to contend with, and see t the re
sult wonld be, before g shout
having the government use publie .
money to make busineas profitable in
spite of the obgtacles?™

But that {8 not what fs really want-
ed at all. All the tnlk about baving
the Amerloan flag appear on all the
seas and In all the ports of the world
15 mere Index thunder, a mers spe-
clous appeal to patriotism in the inter
est of graft. What is wanted I8 &
“good thing,” one of those govern-.
mental “good ' things" which are so
profitable to a few well chosen good
mansagers. The men who are most me-
tive In ndvocating ship subsidy would, « = -
if they had shipments to make, ship '
by the vessel that gave them the best
rates and safest and most expeditions
passege, regardless of reglster, flag,
ownership or mnything else, Thelr
patriotism [s merely for publication,
and I8 nol to be regarded as g guar-
anty of good faith.

Like gevernl other national boun-
ties, the ship subsidy is merely a gues-
tion of profit, of vulgar dollars and .
cents, for the men who propose to an-
gage In the business, which under the
foolish exlsting conditions they know
could not be a profitnble buosiness.

They know very well, too, that If

these conditlons were changed (o

more lbernl ones—which could read-

ily be done without the slightest ex-

pense to the public treasury—a new |
ndjusiment of_ghipping would oecour .
which would make a ghip subsldy too
ridiculous to be considered for a mo-
ment.. 8o they do not want the con-
ditions changed. On the contrary,
thelr whole hiope of profit is based on
the present restrictions, A thrifty
growth of the American merchant ma.
rine would qulckly shatter the plans
which they have so long and so per-
alstently fostered,

And if they are suctessful with thelr
plang, what will be the reault? Wiil
there be any large growth of Amer-
loan shipping? Hardly. Even the
treasury of the United Statea is not
equal to such an expense as that, for
under sexisting condltions the only
incrense will be of subsidized ahips. '
There would, of course, be a few of
these operated nt heavy expense to
the taxpiyers, but compared with
whnt American shipping should be
and what It undoubtedly soon wounld
be If 1t were relieved of the present
intolerable restrictions, the Inerense
In tonnnge would be negligible, The
compatition  with foreign shipping
would not be appreclable, and the
transoceanic shippers of this country
would benefit neither by lower rates
nor safer or faster trafic. On the
eontrary, they would Indirectly be pay-
fng higher rates for every pound that
was carried by those mall and cargo
Ysubventien” ghlpr, through the sub-
eidy that passed Into the shippers®
hands from the government Mean-
time, American shipping would not
only be no greater—with the excep-
tlon of a very few subsldized ships
costing a conslderable number of mil
lions & year to the people—than it was
before, but the last state would be
actually worse than the fArst—Ine
dinnapolis News (Ind.).

More Sugar Frauds,

Arbuckle Bros. have pald to the
United States government §605,5673.10,
which represents what the speelal
United States attorneys call “a ghort- ¥
gge In the payment of dutles on fm-
portations of sugar” between 1868 and
1807, .
“ The sugar trust had no monopoly
of the business of robbing the gow.
eroment, aud sooner or later cone
gress must undertake a thorough fm- * 1 "o
vestigation of the system that made TS
thege frauds posslble, The country ia : : Tl
not going o be satisfied with anything 515
lesa than the whole truth.

Nesds Special Phonographic Record.

The Washington Btar suggests the
preservation of motlon pleture ree-
ords of the Taft pllgrimage down the X
Mississlppl. The emperor of Germany
alrendy has deposited phonographic AT I,
records of his volea with the unlver-
sitles, The historjeal Hbrary of the ?
future may be all wix and gelatin,
Uncle Jos Cannon's dally walk and oy O
conversation may be thus preserved .

to fufure ages, The ordinary flm
would do for the walk, but a
ashestos toll ‘might be necessary for
the conversation. : T

Beautles of a Prohibitive Tarlff.

Germany put b new tax on cigare
and clgarettes. Higher prices reduced
the consumption so that a large num-
ber of tobacco’ workers were thrown
out of work, and now the relchstag
has felt compelled to appropriate
$600,000 for thefr rellef.—Indianapolis
Neaws.,

Advoeates of high tariff should not
overlook this instance as furnlshfng
proof of tho soundness of thelr argu, = -
ment that a prohibitive tarift {8 a
splendid thing for the lab®rer. 1t 1¢ = 2
had not become necessary for the v

&

relchstog to make an appropriation

the workingmen who are to get the
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