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Polite Valentine Writer,” “The Satirical Valentine Writ-
or, and “Rhapsodies for Gentlemen Who Wish to Ad-
diess Tadles In Sonnets”

The oldest and most vitlenitlnes In exlytence

those In the Baer are belleved to be the
wnes of the kind extant—are the cut paper valen-
tines, These are carefully folded nnd delleately cut with
suw-tooth edges, the average love token of this kind
beltig so arranged that its unfolding diseloses a cons
Hn-_:w.u.iq guccesslon of penned sentiments. One of these
eyt paper valentines, bearing the date 1790, is formed
from a sheet of paper about the slze of a lady's hand-
kerohlef, folded into squares of about four inches, It
was originally gealed with the representation of a hecrt.

Particularly quaint conceits In the line of old-time
vialentines found In this colléctlon are those which rep-
resent In ench instance elther a alngle flower or o clus
ter of gay posies, fashloned from tlssue paper somewhat
on the order of modern artificlal flowers. However,
these anclent counterfeit blooms were so slit into lattice.
like meshes that the pulling of an attached thread will
eauge each flower to unfold, disclosing sentimental mes-
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mald of honor and other attendants. The best part of
the scheme ig that the young Indy—her name wag Ilora

who sent this keepsake a century agoe went to the
Lfgible ta duly label each perion reprégented In the
entranclog scene, so that the reciplent presumably had
ndvance information as to all the detalls of hls own wed-
ding

Some idea of the extent to which the custom of ex-
changing valentines was carrled Is Indieated by the
great number of different deslgns shown In the Baer col-
leetion above mentloned, After about 1830 the practice
of preparing valentines at first hand seems to have gone
rapidly into decay nnd the last of the “vnlentine writers"
bears date of the yéar mentioned, Following this the
manufactured valentines Increased rapldly In cost and
pretensions. From the lace paper confections, which
were a gradual evolutlon—and which, by the way, have
remained perennially popular until the present time—
the development turned to the productlon of silk and
satin valentines beautifully ornmmented In water eolor.

A glance through the art gallery of old valentines
glves a clear and accurate idea of the varlous changes
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The most common cause of fallure
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to deliver mail is found In the pres-
ence on the puzzling pleces of mail
mutter of illegible, incorrect or IngsufM-
c¢lént addressea. Buch faulty mafl
matter {8 numerous enough &t al
sensons of the yenr and it Is ensy to
understand that it reaches flond tide
#long about Valentine day, TIn the
M first place many of the persons who
I_.';' send valentinea wish to use overy pre-
,'| caution to conceal from the recipient
| the origin of the remembrance. To
that end they attempt to disgulse
thelr handwritlng and resort to other
axpedients, all of which make for
{llegible addresses, At valentine time,
too, many Ittle folks patronize the
malls on thelr own Initlative and
some of these youngsters are far from
skilled in penmanship.

To this same Influence—the contri-
Dbutlons of the Juvenlle portion of the
. community—Iis to be attributed the un-
~ usunl proportion of Incorrectly nnd
" inadequately addressed pleces of mall
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that peenmulate in all of our post-
offices at the wvalentine festival. In
innumerable instances youngsters
send valentines—particularly the ¢om-
fo varlety—to persons whose initials
they do not know and regarding even
the apelilng of whose names they ara
in ignorance. 8imilarly there la often
& woeful lack of detall In the ad-
dresses embodled In these hazy In-
seriptons.  All these frregularities
make for difficulty in delivering the
mall on St. Valentine's day. SBome of
the bafing products of the Instinet of
mischlef the letter carrlers or local
postoftice officials are able to decipher
end dellver to thelr proper destina-
tons, but many of these myaterlous
souvenirs must needs be sent to the
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which have taken place In fashions during the past cen-
tury and a half as pertaining to the costumes of both
The distinetive styles of the periods
of 1830 and the civll war are shown, as well as the ear
Especlally significant in this regard Is an
old valentine bearing date of 1805, in which a eallor lad
is shown bldding a sad farewell to his sweetheart,
costume of the tar |s Interesting as exemplifying the
togs worn by naval geamen early in the history of the

men and women,

ller apochs.

republie,

Which Valentines Are Comic?

We read a lot of vigorous censure of “comic” valen-
But why, in the name of pigment, doesn't some
one arise in meeting and tell which is the “comle” kind?

It Is generally understood thet the hideous distortions
of form and feature, sccompanied by (nsulting and semi-

tines,

obscene doggerel, are called comle,
thing Isn't comie at all,
possible—rankly and flagrantly and

Those are the saddest creations
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gilk cord, haven't you?
Is shaped llke m scalloped pancake, {s painted a beau-
tiful Httle girl with the scarlat dab that had been meant
for her lps striking ber on the end of the noge or on
the chin and with golden halr that has blue high lights.

On the next pendant (which s squars and hangs

gusting. Surely the truly comic val
entine {s the kind which exhibits a
lot of absolutely meaningless combi-
nations of color and sghape and fill
gree and gingerbread and which car-
ries it all off with a conscious alr of
being just too beautiful for anything.

Who except a maker of valentines
for the trade ever sat down and Imag-
ified a four-arched heart with silk and
celluloid  blisters on 1t Arranged
tastefully about a figleafless card-
board Cupid sitting on the back of an
accordion-plaited tlssue-paper swan,
which he was gulding across & tingel
degert by means of a ribbon snaffle
bit? Eh? I wonder what they irrl
gate their designers with before they
hand 'em the gelssors and paint pot
and glue bottle and turn ‘em loose
for that sort of thing?

Then thesw blood-red pansies a foot
across, with more celluleid revers on
‘em, turned back from a nice emptly
spol over which ls pasted, with a
hinge, a lot of paper Insertlon of the
kind they have in the edges of cigar
boxas! And when you lift up the
ofgar-box paper (cut In designs lke
those mother ueed to eut in the shell
paper) you read underneath, in old
English type:

T think It would ba mighty fing

It you would be my valentine

Isn’t that deep nand original and
thrilling?

The the lapels of cellulold—whsat
would the valentine perpetrators do
without cellulold?—are fastened back
at the points, each with a little string
of tingel arranged in a loop, while on

the bend of the lapel I8 painted a

sky-blue rose with pink leaves—isn't it artistic?
And yvou've seen those that are just a row of pen-

pending from a twisted and tasseled
Great! On the top card, which

about two Inches below the other) is a pleture of an
Oklahoma landscape with the pyramids of Hgypt end a

Duteh windmill In the distance.
The one just below is a cut-out figure of Queen Maria

Teresa or the Venus de Medle! or Katherine de Milo or

8till
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dend letter office at Washington—the
ultimate destination of all the walfe
of the malls,

Even In this final clearing house for
lost letters. the unique charncteristics
of tha Valentine day mall prove a
bhandieap In Its disposition, Artlcles
sent through the maill &t other ses-
song of the year usually contaln some
indication as to the {dentity of the

sonder if such information has not
been given on the outside wrapper,
Thus when the wandering parcel final-
ly reaches the dead letter office and is
openad there, there s every chance
If its proper destination cannot he de-
termined, at least the identity of the
sender can be learned and the postal
orphan sent back for better nddress-
ing. No such clews are to be expect-

ad, however, in the Valentine day mail.
Hither the l|dentity of the scnder is
kept a profound secret or 1§ Indleated
only by tiny initlals, which are of no
posilble benefit In tracing the origin
of the missive. Conseguently there la
nothing for the dead letter ofclale to
do hut to elther destroy these dere-
llots of the Valentine day malls, or,
If they be déemed of sufficlent value,
to set them aside to be disposed of at
the annual " auction sale at which
Uncle S8am sells to the highest bid-
ders all the unclaimed articles found
in the malls,

Incldentally It may be noted that it
is very seldom that any person ever
writes to the postofce department to
inquire regarding valentines that have
gone astray. Many people make In-
quiries from time to time with refer-
ence to packages which have falled to

Mrs. Maybrick or some early Christian martyr,
below hangs a two-dnch heart of red, with cuplds
on it, and below that continues a string of lesser oneg,

8o, when It gets right down to cases, and to the kind
of evidence that would be accepted
court of law where nobody was corrupted, which are
the comic valentinea?

Don't all speak at once—B8trickland W. Gillllan,
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In a compstent

reach the proper destination, but ap-
parently the sgenders of valentines
elther do not know that thelr tokens
have falled to fulfill thelr misslon or
olse accept the loss philosophically,
For the Imaginative person there I8
opportunity for speculation as to how
many romances have been nipped In
the enrly stages because of the valen-
tines that never came. Finally, one
more cause of the straying of valen-
tines In the mall is found In the nu-
merous attempts to gend such souve:
nirs through the mails with Insuffi:
clent postage, Many liitle folks, for
instince, seem to be under the im-
preaslon that a valentine in o sealed
envelope will be earrled for one cent
instead of two cénts, 1f the envelope
hears the address of the sender it can
be returned for more postage, but, as
above explained, such clew {5 geldom
glven in the case of valentines and
when the valentine ls forwarded to
Its destination “postage due" the per-
gon to whom It Is addressed—perhaps
suspecting its contents—often refuses
to raceive it and then, of necessity, it
Is turned overto the dead letter office.

The dead letter office; the final rest:
ing place of the unidentified wvalen-
tines, is a very busy institution, Some-
thing llke geven million pleces of lost
mafl are every year sent to this instl-
tution to be examined and Its experts
or “blind readers” are wondetfully
aklliful {n deciphering the true mean-
Ing of incorrect and misspelled In-
scriptions that would prove absolutely
baffiing to any ordinary individual, At
the dead letter office Uncle Sam main-
tains perhaps the oddest museum In
the world—a collection of the gqueer
things that have been found In the
malls. Much money I8 found In the
letters that go mstray, It totals as
much ns $50,000 & year In coln and
currency, to say nothing of an aggre-
gale of about a milllon dollars & year
in checks, drafts and eurrency,

AND SERVANT

- BOTH FRIEND

Falthful Companien of Meredith,
. Great Engiish Author, In &
e Reminiscent Moaod.
| Nl A flowerdecked cottsge In the
e of West Hun s the man

faithfal

bis placid besutiful life. Frank Cole
wag much more than Meredith's gar-
dener; he was his body servant and
general handy man, and In the poet's

class and Meredith did not ke the
socommodation.
"Why don't yon go first, alr, and let
me go third?” the servant asked.
“No," sald Meredith, "I'd rather
have your compauny than travel first
class alone,” .
"HSometimes," Mr. Cole sald, “w

Ing to let me in untll I suggested that
he would save himself from catching
cold, If he gave me a key. His only
luxuries were good wine and good col-
gars, and he was a splendid judge of
both. HEyery now and then he wonld
have & bit of luck and get hold

of
somé extra preclous wine, and this al-

waya dellghted him."—London Corre
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COOPER'S SALES _

- ARE ENORMOUS

HIS PREPARATIONS LEADING
TOPIC IN OMAHA—CALLERS AT
YOUNG MAN'S HEADQUAR-
TERS INTERVIEWED.

Omaha, Neb, Feb, §—The mosat
interesting feature of the enormous
sale of the Cooper preparations, now
golog on in this city, is what the med-
leines are actually accomplishing
pmong the people of Omaha,

At the commencement of his visit
here Mr. Cooper prophesied that dur-
ing the later part of his stay he would
receive hundreds of callers dally who
came slmply to thank him for what
the preparations had done. He also
stated thet stomach trouble is the
foundation for o great meny diseases
and that his New Discovery, as it is
called, wonld prove very sifective in
all cases of rheumatiam simply by
getting the stomach in working order.

That this prophecy has been fulfilled
cannot be doubted after a halthour
spent at the young man's headquar-
ters listening to what hia callera have
to say.

A reporter, who watched to ascer-
tain, i possible, some light on the
reasons for the immensity of Coop-
er's success, Interviewed about twenty
of his callers yesterday afternoon, The
statements made by those seen indl-
cate that physiclans who claim that
Cooper is merely a passing fad, have
not looked into the facts,

Some of these staftements were as
follows:

W. J. Grant, a popular clgar dealer
at 608 South Sixteenth street, upon
belng questioned, said: “After a most
remarkable experience with the Cooper
remedies, | cannot refrain from saying
that anyone who is suffering in any
way from stomach trouble, and who
does not give this Cooper medicine a
trial, is passing up a golden opportu-
nity for restoration to good health.

“For three years I was troubled
with my stomach, and what little 1
did eat gave me distress. Nothing
tasted right, T felt weak and bad near-
Iy ‘all the time. [ was nervous and
allowed matters of small importance
to worry me, I treated with two differ-
ent physlclans, but recelved no benefit.
I had about reached the conclusion
that medical sclence had not yet pro-
duced anything that would help me,

“However, & number of friends
urged me to try Cooper's New Dis-
covery, and they were so perslstent
that I finally took new hope and got a
bottle of the Cooper medlcine, AfterI
had begun th take it I wondered why I
had not taken It long ago. It effect
was maryvelous—bronght me right
out. I regained my appetite, took on
new strength—In faot, begin to feel
like a different man allogether, I
would not have belleved there was &
medicine on earth that could do so
mueh in go short a time. 1 haye good
reason to be grateful for what Coop-
er's New Discovery has done for me,
and cannot praise it too highly.”

The statement of Mr. William Ken-
nady, advertising manager of the Ben-
nett Company, at Sixteenth and
Harney strects, was as follows:

“Long and tedious hours of hard
work, and continuous confinement in
R stuffy office tended to put my stom-
ach in a condition that has for many
months made my life miserable, There
Is no need of my golng into detall, for
anyone who has ever had stomach
trouble knows the suflering to be en-
dured. T became weakened and run
down, and life began to be a drag,

“A personal friend persuaded me to

give the Cooper medicine a trial. I
procured a bottle of the New Discovery
preparation and began taking It. Re-
lief came quickly, and in a short time
I was feeling like a new man, I de-
veloped a splendid appetite, could eat
anything I wanted with no 11l effects,
and it all tasted mgood. My strength
returned and once more work became
& pleasure,
“l have taken four bottles, and
ghall continue its use untilTam fully
recovered, which T am confident will
not take long. This is a remarkable
preparation for dny one who Is ‘all
In' as a result of close confinement
and overwork. 1 earnestly recom-
mend it to anyone in this condition.”
Other statements taken from thoge
who had previously used the medi-
cineg seem to prove that Cooper's
sticcess throughout the country is gen-
uine,

BETTER LATE THAN EARLY

Here Is Case Where the Sage Old
Proverh Might with Profit Have
Been Reversed.

There 18 a certaln young Broad
street broker whose recent sad experd-
ence In endeavoring to pull the wool
over hils wife's eyes has led him to de-

clare “never again.”

Now, it 18 the broker's custom to
take a 5:80 suburban train, thus en-
abling him to reach his home in West-
chester in ample time for the early
dinner that both he and his wite like.
The other day he foll. Meeting an
old college mate he ylelded to the lat-
ter's entreatiea foran evening in town.
The next step was, of course, to tele-
graph the wife, which he did In these
terms: “Unavoldably detained. Missed
the 5:30. Home later.”

‘When hubby finslly did show up, he
observed an expression on the coun-
tenance of his spouse that argued full-
ure of his little fib. :
"What's the trouble, dear?” he
asked, with an affected nonchalance,
Without a word the wife handed bim
the telegraph siip, indloating with her
forefinger the words:

"Recelved at 4:45.”—Lippincott's
Magazine.

Reslnol Ointment Cured When Nothing
: Else Would. ol

Il things whatsoever ye would that
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