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| HE early history of Texas was
written in blood and fire. Her
counties preserve the names of
her martyrs. Parker, Coleman,
Crockett, Fannin, Travis, Bowle

and a hundred others have the

map for thelr monument; thelr

names are given dully utterance
— Dy those for whom their deeds
have little meaning.

In the beginning, after the Indian tribes—
friendly at first—became hostlle, the warlare
was almost solely with the savages. For a
full half<entury every settler who built his
campfire od the frontier dld sa at the risk of
his property and his scalp. Those who estab-
lished homes and settlements must have been
a daring race indeed, for ralds upon horses
and herds were always imminent and massa.
cres were as regular as the seasons.

The mother of Chiel Quanah Parker (still
living) for whom the town of Quanah,Tex., wins
named, was Cynthla Ann Parker, a little white
girl captured by the Tehaucano Indlans, durlng
8 rald on what was known as the Austin col-
ony, in 1836, A brief story of that raid will
gerve g an example of a4 thousand others of a
similar sort. The Austin colony settied In
what s mow Grimes county and consisted of
something more than a score of persons, in-
oluding women and cohildren The Indians
who dwelt in the nelghborhood seemed friend-
Iy enough untll a small party of unknown set.
tlers came along and attempted to steal their
horses. Immediate trouble was the result and
the loss of Tehaucano frlendship for the entire
seitlement. When the reader considers what
follows, 1 believe I shall be forgiven for hoping
that those newcomers who stirred up the first
trouble reeefved the sort of a rewnrd which
only an Indian would know how to confer,

Ae the Austin colony conslsted chiefly of
the Parker family, a rude fortlfication which
they erected was called Fort Parker, & name
that to-dny silll suggests something of shud-
dering horror to those who have heard its his:
tory.

It was a fair May morning when that his
tory wns made, The enrly risers notleed that
a lody of reatless Indians had collected within
fhout 400 yards of the fort. A white flug was
holsted by the

savages to signify thelr peace-
able intentions and a warrior approached as
if for conferonco, Benjamin  Parker, com-
mander of the fort, went out te meet him. Ho
came back presently with the word that he
belleved the Indians intended to fight. He re-
turned, however, to the hestile camp, where
he was at once st upon and lterally chopped
to pieces by the savages, who then with wild
vella and blood-enrdling warwhoops charged
on the fort. Some of the inmates had alrendy
left the stockade. Others were trying to
escapa, John Parker and wife nnd a Mrs
Kelloge were overtaken a mlle away. Parker
wns killed and scalped; his wife was spared
and Mrs. Kellogg was made captive. Other

uniembers of the colony wers butchered right
and left and mutilated In the barbarous fash-
fon which seems to give an Indian joy. Silas
Parker was brutally killed and his two ehll-
dren, one of whom was the little girl, Oynthia
Ann, were carried away. A Mrs. Plummer—
daughter of Rav. James W. Parker—attempted
{o escape, carrying her little son In her arms,
A huge palnted savage, begrimed with dust
and blood, overtook her, felled her with a hoe,
and selzing her by the hair dragged her, still
clinging to her child, back amid the butchery
and torture of her friends. She and the others
who were living were beatén with clubs and
lashed with rawhide thongs. That night such
of the captives ns remalned alive, and theae
Included three children, were flung face down
in the dust, tkelr hands bound behind their
backs, while the Indlans, waving bloody scalps
and shrieking, danced about them and beat
them with their bows untll the prisoners were
strangling with thelr own blood. Later they
took the infant child of Mrs, Plummer and
slowly choked it before her eyes. When It was

pot quite dead they Aung It agnin and again |

Intn the alr and let It fall on the stones and
carth, Then they tied a rope around {ts neck
and threw its nanked body into the Ledges of
| prickly pear, from which they would jerk it
flercely with demoniacd]l yells. Fiaally they
fadtened the rope attached to Its neck to the
pommel of a saddle and rode round and round
In & cirele until the boedy of the child wae lit
erally in shreds. The poor fragments were
then thrown into the mother’s Inp, For gome
réeason the little girl, Cynthia Ann Parker, re-
ceived better trentment, and lved. She grew
up an Indlan, forgot her own race and tongue,
married a chief and became the mother of an.
other chief, Quanah, surnamed Parker, to-day
& friend of the white race,

It was the massacre of Fort Parker and
events of a simllar nature that resulted in the
organization of the Texas Rangers The
{Rangers were at first a seml-official body,
locally enlisted and commanded, with reégula.
‘tlons and duties not very clearly defined
Thelr purpose, however, was not in doubt It
wns to defend life and property, and thelr
chiet qualifications were to be able to ride and
ghoot and stand up aguinst the warfare of
bloodthirsty savages.

“Exterminate the Indians” became a watch
word in those days and the warfare that en.
sued and continued for 40 years can be com-
pared with nothing In history unless it be
lwith the flerce feuds of the dncient Scottish
{clans.

Early in 1836 Texas fought for and gained
hér independence, the only state in the Unfon
to achleve such a triumph. In the following
year the Texas congress recognized the Ran-
‘ger movement and authorized several persons
{0 ralse Ranger companies to scour the coun-
‘try ‘and annibilate marauding bands.  Indians
and low clages Mexicans (“greasers”) often
‘consorted and the work, desperate and bloody,
continued lkmt the ever widening and wester-
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Ing frontlier up to within a period eas-
ily remembered to-day by men not be
yond middle age. Many names of
those early Rangers have been pre
aerved In Texns annals and in local
song and traditions, and It would take
as many volumes to recount their
deeds.

As the years went by and the In-
dian was conquered or driven away,
the Ranger's work changed, but his
personality remained the same. The
Hangor of 70 years ngo is the Ranger
of to-day-—only hia duties have al-
tered. Long before the conquest of
the savages a new element of disorder
had entered the fleld. The desperado
who had stirred up the first Indian
troubles had survived and Increased,
to plunder hils own race. The new
and sparsely settled land invited ev-
ery element of lawlessness and every
refugee of erlme. Local authorities
would not or could not contend with
them. It was for the Rangers, now
much reduced In pumbers, to solve
the problem of destroying the dis-

turber In their midst as they had
driven the savage enemy from their
frontiers. They were made peace offi-

cerg and became a mounted constabus
lury, their duties being to quell disor-
ders, to prevent crime and to bring
crimlnals to justice. It was new work
—legg romantle than the wild Indlan
warfure of the frontier;
work full of new dangers
and what was still worse, It
was work which, Instead of
Inviting the encourigement
and enthusiasm of a com-
munity, was of a sort to in-
cur {ts displeasure, for the
desperadoes of a neighbor-
hood were eifther the heroes
or the terrors of it and in

elther case to molest them
was likely to prove unpopu-
lar., So It was, during this

new order of things, that the
Ranger service
tetnd not only

had to com
with the of

fenders but sometimes with the very people
Whom they wera hoping to protect, This made
the work bard and discouraging, as work Al

wars s hard and discournging when it is done
amild enemies who wear the guise of friends.

For this kind of service Capt. Bill MoDon-
ald wis eminently qualified. Already he had
been appointed a special Ranger In Company
B, commanded by Capt. 8. A. MeMurray, but
his duties as U, 8. deputy marshal in No-Man's
Land and In the Cherokee strip had been his
chlef work. Nevertheless he had, on occasion,
engaged in bandit hunting in his own state,
during this period, either nlone or In company
with other officiale, usudlly with good results.

Events of this sort kept Bill MecDonald’s
name fresh in the Texans' minds and made
him seem peculiurly eligible for regular ser-
vice. The resignation of Capt, 8. A. MeMur-
ray, who had long and bravely commanded
Company B, became his opportunity and he
burried to Austin to try for that command.

Hlg old friend, James Hogg, was now gov-
ernor of the state. Since the settlement of
their differences so long before there had been
no discord of any kind and each had admired
the other's career, proud to remember the
friendship. Arriving at the capital now, Me-
Doneld was ghown o to the governor's room
Greeting him, he said:

“Well, 1 hardly know what to call vou, since
you gut to be governor. 1 don't know whether
to call you *Jim' or 'Mister.” 1'l have to call
you 'Governor,’ 1 guees, as 1 want to get a
place.”

They shook hands cordinlly. lov.
said:

“What is it, BillT What can I do for you?"

“Why," sald MeDonald, “I came down to
get to he Ranger captaln—to take MeMurray's
place in Company B."

Hogg looked at him reprovingly

“Why didn't you let me know sooner?” he
gald. “There are two other applications for
the place, both from good men, with long pe-
titione and fine indorsements.”

The appilcant for poesition forgot his old
friend’'s title.

“Why, Jam, | never thought of It until a day
or two ago. I didn't have time to get indorse-
ments, but 1 can get 'em, if you want them. |
haove been working mostly in No-Man's Land
and the Territory lately, but have done work
In Texas too, and I can get about any kind of
Indorsement you want."

Hogg laughed: He had a robust sense of
humor.

“That's all right, Bill,"” he sald; “you have
already gol the best Indorsement I ever saw®

MeDonald looked puzzled.

“l don't understand,” he said, "I didn't
Inow auybody knew | wanted the place.”

"All the same you have got the Indorse-
ments,"” inglsted Hogg.

He turned to his desk and got out a bundle
of letters.

“Lock over (hese," he sald.
know some of the writors"”

McDonald took the letters and read them
one after another. They were from well-known
eriminals, thefr lawyers, their friends and their
associntes. They had been received by Hogg
while h# was attorney general and egch wis &
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Donald, de

claring him to

be a ruthless

and tyrannical
official, whose chlef recreation was hounding
good citizens for the sake of revenge or glory,
and adding that it was not unusual for him to
put the said citizens in jail or In box oars,
declaring further that he sometimes hitched
them to posts with chalns and that he was a
menace to legitimnte settlement and soclety
in general,

MeDonald looked over some of these doou-
ments and grinned.

“That's so, Jim,"” he said, "I do put 'em
In box cars when there ain't a jall; the way
I uged to do back in Minepla—you recollect,
when the jall was full—and 1 lariat ‘em out
with a chaln and A post when there ain't a
box car handy; but I don't reckon they're in-
nocent none."

Hogg nodded,

"“Those indorsements are good enough for
me," he snid. "They carry the flavar of con-
vietion. I appoint you Ranger captain on the
gtrength of them."

MeDonald returned to Quanah with his ap-
peintment as captain of “Company B, Frontier
battallon.,” The headquarters of the company
were then at Amarillo, in the southern part of
Potter county, mear the Randall county lne.
This was almost the exact center of the Pan-
handle and in a locality sparsely settled, un-
tamed and lawless

Since the early days of "Ranging” there
had not been muech change in Ranger regula-
tlons and equipment. The charncter of the
wark, however, had changed and the force
had been reduced in numbers. Compsny B
now consisted of only elght members all told
These were supposed to range over all that
vast section known as the Panhandle and were
subject to orders that might take them to any
other portlon of the state where their assist-
ance wps peeded.

It was in January, 1891, that Bl MeDonald
received Ms appointment a&s Ranger eaptain
and his first official service was not long de-
layed. He arrived at Amarillo about midnight
and was received with congratulations, for the
news had traveled ahead of him. Ie was tired,
however, and the hour was lale, so ha pres-
ently slipped away to bed, He had hardly
fallen asleep when he was rudely awakened
and handed a telegram which stated that the
Indiang had made a raid across the border
and were killing and robbing in Hall county,
near Salisbury,

Capt. MeDonald read the telegram and
Inughed. There had beenm no Indian troubles
in Texas for a number of years. White rene-
gndes there were in plenty, but lmillm out-
breaks had long since teased.

"l guess the boys are trying to have some
fun with me on my first night,"” ho sald, and
turned in opce more to sléep. Dut a few min-
utes later another telegram came; and an-
other; this time from the superintendent of
the railrond company—a Mr. Good, whom Me-
Donald knew as & man not given to practical
Joking. >

The Ranger captain dressed| himself, hur-
ried over to the telegraph office and got the
operator there to talk over the wire to the
operator where the scare hud originated, He
learned that it seemed to be génuine and that
everybody was leaving the nelghborhood.
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Stin Capt. Bill could not believe it & gen-
uine Indian Incursfon. Hall county was in
the second tier from the Territory line and
the Indians would have had to cross Childress
county to get to it. He did not belleve that
they would undertake to do this or that they
could have undertaken it without previous
alarms. Still it was hiz duty to Investigate.
He got a special traln, loaded In men, horses
and pack mules, and set out on & hunt for In-
dians. It was about a hundred mliles to Salls:
bury and they reached there early in the day.
Not a soul was In sight anywhere., The In-
habitants were hidden, some in dugouts, some
In haystacks, some in the tall grass, Here and
there, as the train pulled in, McDonald saw a
head stick out from a sod house far out on
the prairle, then suddenly disappesr, llke a
prairie dog dropping Into, his hole. He set out
to Interview some of these wary settlers and
learned Lhat the Indinn alarm had been given
by &8 man—a new settler just arrived in the
country—who had ridden his horse to death
and lost one of his children—having left him
far behind somewhere—Iin his wild eagerness
to escape the savages who, he declared, were
burning and scalping not far away. Capt, Bill
found this man and after a little talk with him
was convinced that what he had seen was
nothing more nor less than some cowboys on
a round-up, disporting themselves around their
campfire at night, as cowboys will—dancing
and capering In the mad manner of young

plainsmen whose ideas of amusement are ele.

mental and whose opportunities for social di-
vergions are few. The man and the neighbor-
‘hood remained unconvineced, so It was declded
to vislt the scene of the disturbance

Horses, men and pack mules unloaded
themgelves from the freight car and went ra-
clng over the priairie, the pack mules, as usual,
plunging and braying with tall in alr, their
tinware clattering in a8 manner calculated to
put a whole tribe of Indiang into a panie and
gend them capering nercss the eastern horl-
zon into their own domain, But there were no
Indians, It was as Capt. Bill had thought; a
gang of cowboys, the night before, had round-
ed up some cattle, killed a beef, carried it to
their camp nearby, where Lhey had bullt a
great fire and roasted it, doing a wild war
dange of celebration and ghooting off their slx-
ghooters In their prodigal expression of joy.
Viewed from a Jittle distance; through a sort
of mirage condition which had exaggerated
the whole effect, the scene to the newcomers
was a horrifying picture of savages about a
burning home, with the inhabitants feeing for
their Hves ‘

The man who bad just moved In had stam-
peded for his own safety and started a gen-
ernl alarm, which did not subside even when
the cowboys themselves came In and testified
to the truth. The panic spread throughout
that sectlon of the country and other reports
of Indian putbreaks were clrculated, becoming
wmagnified ‘until it was belleved that the In-
dians had broken out and were making & gen-
eral rald on the Panhandle. The inhabitants
of one town, south of Amarlllo, threw up
breastworks, got behind them, and put out
plekets in preparation for the arrival of the.
Indians, Every man seen loping across the
prairie was reported as an Indian, and all this
happencd ws Inte as 1891, when there had
been no Indlan outbreaks for years and when'
there was searcely a possibility of anything of
the sort. Tt was a big joke, of course, after-
ward, but It seemed no joke at the time and
It was Blll MeDonald's Inftiation as captain,
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owing that its ingredients, which

are printed on its outside wrappers and

attested under oath, are the best known

to medical science for the diseases for
which it is advised.

The great success of Dr. Pierce's

Golden Medical Discovery in curing weak stomachs, wasted bodies,
weak lungs, and obstinate and lingering co
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THEIR STATUS,

Bobby—Say, pop, what does blood
relations mean?

Papan—It means near relations.

Bobby—Then mom an' you must be
the bloodlest relations I've got.

Passing the Superative.
“l am going to have Jagsby for my
best man."”
“Oh, I know a better man.”

ONLY ONE "BREOMO QUININE"
That Is LAXATIVE I!llf!”(‘ "LI"HKK Look for
the signatore uf 1, W.
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Many an otherwise truthful woman
les about the amount of money her
husband is making.

When a fool gets angry he fur
nishes the proof of his foolishness.
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A man reaps what he sows—and
rips what his wife sews.
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flatters his grown-up sister.
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value of any other
food you can eat.

Most nourishing,
least expensive. 60
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Cured by Electropodes
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WESTERN ELECTROPODE CO.
247 Loo Angeles Bt,  Los Angeles, Cal,

Down
in the dumps

—from over-eating, drinking—
bad liver and constipation get
many & one, but there's a way out
—QCascarets relieve and cure
quickly. Take one to-night and
feel ever so much better in the
morning. goa

Cancarets—10c box—wesk's treab
ment. Alld ts,. Blggest seller
in the world—m

UNUSUAL LAND
OFFER it

tillable land, covered

with WHITE OAK and
HICKORY TIMBER which has never
been cut over. Near the city of Jonesboro,
Arkansas. Eleven Railroad shipping points
in easy reach. For sale in tracts of 4o
acres and np, Low prices and easy terms.
Within reach of every man. The best offer
in the South today. There is nothing alse
like it. Write today for illustrated booklet
of full information.

F. H. WATSON

Groge Bldg., Jonasboro, Ark.

LIVE STOCK AND
MISCELLANEOUS

Electrotypes

IN GREAT VARIETY
FORy BALE (AT THE
LOWEST PRICES BY

WESTERN um' PAPER UNION
S5 W, Adamu St, Chicuge s,
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