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voiver always ready and la touch, his "8weetbeartr he said. "Sweet "Itefuscs!"CHAPTER - Imps, Jesters, who cat capers on the
grass la the park, little girls in pro-
cession, wearing costumes of fairies
with gsuse wings, students who par-
aded and blew noisy horns, even horses
decorated, and now and then a dog

. "fcHAPTEII XVII.

The Plratea Den.
Miss Bralthwalte waa asleep on tha

conch In her sitting room, deeply
asleep, so that when Prince Ferdinand
William Otto changed the cold cloth
on ber head, she did not even move.
The Countess Loacbek had brought ber
some medicine.
. "It cored ber very quickly," said the
crown prince, shuffling the cards with
clumsy fingers. He and Nlkky were
playing a game In which matches rep
resented money. The crown prince
had won nearly all of them and waa
quite pink with excitement "It'a my
deal, Isn't it? When she goes to sleep
like that she nearly always wakens up
much better. 8be's very sound
asleep."

Nlkky played absently, and lostthe
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game. The crown prince triumphant- -
ly scooped up the rest of the matches.
Then he lounged to the window, hla
hands In bis pockets. There waa
something on bis mind which the
chancellor's reference to Hed wig's pic-
ture had recalled. Something he
wished to say to Nlkky, without look
ing at him. ,

So he cleared his throat and looked
out the window, and said, very cas-
ually :

"Hilda says that Hedwlg is going to
get married."

"So I hear, highness."
"She doesn't seem to be very happy

about It She's crying, most of the
time."

It was Nlkky's turn to clear his
throat "Marriage Is a serious mat-
ter," he said. "It Is not to be gone
Into lightly."

"Once, when I asked yon about mar
riage, you said marriage was when two
neonle loved each other, nnit wnnroil
t be together the rest of their lives."

Well," hedged Nlkky, "that is the
Ides, rather"

"I should think," said Prince Ferdi
nnnd William Otto, slightly red, "that
you would marry her yourself."

Nikky being beyond speech for an
instant and looking, had hla royal high
ness but seen blm, very tragic and
somewhat rigid, the crown prince went
on:

She's a very nice girl," he said: "I
think she would make a good wife."

There was something of reproach In
his tone. Be had confidently planned
that Nlkky would marry Hedwlg, and
that they could all live on forever In
the palace. But, the way things were
going, Nlkky might marry anybody.
and go away to live, and he would lose
him.

"Tea," said Nlkky, in a strange voice.
"she I am sure she would make a
good wife.".

At which Prince Ferdinand William
Otto turned and looked at blm, "I.- -
wish you would marry her yourself,"
he said with his nearest approach to
impatience. "I think she'd be willing.
Til ask ber, If you want me to,"

Half-pa- st three, then, and Nlkky
trying to explain, within the limits of
the boy's understanding ,pf life, his
position. Members of royal families,
he satd, looking far away, over the
child's head, bad to do many thlnss
for the good of the country. And
marrying was one of them. He sat
bent forward, bis hands swung be
tween his knees, and tried to visualize,
for Otto's understanding and his own
heartache, the results of such a mar
rlage.

., .(TO BE CONTINUED.)

Menses of Croup.
Croup Is a spasm of the larynx

which comes on very suddenly. Often
tne middle of the night the baby

will awaken with a harsh cough, and
rough and difficult breathing. Some--

ayes keen, his body, area when
seamed most relaxed, always tense to
spring; For Nlkky knew the temper
of the people, knew It as did Mathilda
gossiping in the market, and even bet
ter; knew that a crisis waa approach-
ing, and that on this small boy In his
charge hang that crista.

80 Nlkky trusted la his own right
arm and In nothing else. . The very
slse of the palace. Its unused rooms.
Its long and rambling corridors, lu
rambling wings and ancient turrets.
was against Its safety.

Since the demonstration against
Karl, the riding school hour bad been
given up. There were.no drives In the
park. The Illness of the king furnished
sufficient excuse, but the truth was
that the royal family was practically
nesiegea, by it knew not what

Nlkky, summoned to the chancellor's
house that morning, had been told the
facts, and bad stood, rather still and
tense, while Mettllch recounted them.

"Our very precautious are our dan
ger, sold the chancellor. "And the
king" He stopped and eat tapping
bis fingers on the arm of his chair.

"And the king, sir?"
"Almost at the end. A day or two."
Kartr with Hedwlg in his thoughts.

had returned to mobilize bis army not
far from the border for the spring
maneuvers, and at a meeting of the
king's council the matter of a mobiliza-
tion In Livonia was seriously consid
ered.

Fat Frtese favored It, and made an
Impassioned speech, with sweat thick
on his heavy face.

"I nm not cowardly," he flnlshed.
I fear nothing for myself or for

those belonging to me. But the dutv
of this council Is to preserve the throne
for the crown prince, at any cost And,
If we cannot trust the army, In what
can we trust?"

"In Ood," ssld the chancellor grim- -

In the end nothing was done. Mobil
ization might precipitate the crisis and
there was always the fear that the
army, In parts, was Itself disloyal. '

The king, meanwhile, lay dylne. Doe- -
tor Welderman In constant attendance.
other physicians coming and going.
His apartments were silent. Run
covered the corridors, that no footfall
disturb hla quiet hours. The nursing
sisters attended him, one by his bed
side, one always on her knees at the
prledieu In the small room beyond. He
wanted little now and then a sip of
water, the cooled Juice of fruit.' in.
lections of stimulants, given by Doctor
Welderman himself, had scarred hi
old arms with Durnllsh marks. nnt
were absorbed more and more slowlv
as the hours went on.

He rarely slept, but lav Inert and not
unhappy. Annunciate came, and was

last stricken by conscience to a
prayer at his bedside. On one of her
last visits that was. She got up to
Ond his eyes fixed on her.

"Father, can you hear me?"
"les."
"I I have been a bad daughter to

you. I am sorry. It Is late now to
tell you, but I am sorry. Can I do
anything?"

"Otto," he said, with difficulty.
"Tou want to see him?"
"No." : '

She knew what he meant hv that.
He would have the boy remember blm
as he had seen him last

"lou re anxious about blm?"
"Very anxious."
"Listen, father." she said, stoonln

over him. "I have been hard anil mM
Perhaps you will grant that I have
had two reasons for It But I am .
Ing to do better. I will take care of
him and I will do all I can to maka
blm happy. I promise."

Perhaps It waa relief. Perhana
then tha thought of Annunclata's tar-
dy and, certaln-to-b- e bungling efforts

mans reruinsnd William Otto hannv
amused blm. He smiled faintly.

many received a note from Hedwlg
late that afternoon. It wa vpv
brief:

Tontaht at nlna a'nfenfc V ...
roof beyond Huberts eld rooms! to? Sf.

- BBOWia -

Nlkky, who In all tie Incurious young
life bad never thotuht of the roof of
the palace, cave as a necessary shelter
from the weather, a thing of tiles and
gutters, vastly large, looked rather
astounded,

"The roof r ha said, onrveylng'the
note. And fell to thinking, euch a mix-
ture of rapture and despair aa only
twenty-thre- e, and hopeless, can know.

Somehow or other he got through
the intervening hours, and before nine
be waa on hit way. He had the run
of tha palace, of course. No one no-tlc-

him as ha made hla way toward
the empty nits which aa recently had
boused Ita royal visitor.

Hedwlg, In a toft white wrap ever
her dinner drees, waa at the balus-
trade. A very dignified fairy, al.
though her heart . thumped disgrace-
fully. .....v.,, ,VT, ....

Whatever Nlkky had Intendedof
obeying his promise to tha tetter, sf
putting hla country before love, and
love oat of hie life felled him Instant-
ly. The Nlkky, ardent-eye- d and tender,
armed, who creased tha roof and took
her almost fiercely to hla ansa, was

est heart r
when, having kissed her, he drew

back a trifle for the sheer Joy of again
catching her to blm, It was Hedwlg
who held out her anna to him.

"I couldn't bear it" she said simply.
1 love you. I bad to aaa yon agstn.
just once."

If he had not entirely lost his head
before, he lost It then. He stopped
thinking, waa content for a time that
her arms were about hla neck, and
his arms about her, holding her close.

"Never let me go, Nlkky." she whis
pered. "Hold me, always."

"Always r said Nlkky, valiantly and
absurdly.

"Like thisr
Like mis," said Nlkky, who was,

like most lovers, not particularly

"Never Let Me Go, Nlkky," 6h Whis.
pared.

original. He tightened his strong arms
about her.

Then, because she dared not give
him time to think, she made her plea

rapid, girlish, rather Incoherent but
understandable enough. They would go
away together and be married. She
had It all planned and some of It ar-
ranged. And then they would hide
somewhere, and "and always be to-
gether," she flnlshed, tremulous with
anxiety,

- And Nlkky? His pulses still beating
at her nearness, his eyes on her up-
turned, despairing young face, turned
to him for hope and comfort, what
could he do? He took her In his arms
again and soothed her, while she cried
her heart out against his tunic. He
said he would do anything to keep her
from unhapplness, and that he would
die before he let her go to Karl's arms.
But If he bad stopped thinking before,
he was thinking hard enough then.

"Tonight?" said Hedwlg, raising a
tear-staine- d face. "It is early. If we
wait something will happen. I know"
it They are so powerful, they can do
anything."

He put her away from him at last
after be had kissed her eyelids and
her forehead, which was by way of
renunciation. And then he folded Ms
arms, which were treacheroui and
might betray him. After that, not dar-
ing to look at her, but with his eyes
fixed on the Irregular sky-lin- e of the
city roofs, he told her many things,
of his promise to the king, of the dan-
ger, Imminent now and very real, of
his word of honor not to make love
to her, which he bad broken.

Hedwlg listened, growing cold and
soil, and drawing away a little. She
llstcned. even assented, as he pleaded
against hla own heart, treacherous
arms still folded, And if she saw his
arms and not bis eyes. It waa because
she did not look up.

Halfway through his eager speech,
however, aha drew hot light wrap
about her and turned away. .Nlkky
could not believe that she was going
like that, without a word. Bnt when
she had disappeared through the win-
dow, be knew, and followed her. Be
caught her In Hubert's room; and draw
her savagely Into bis arms.

But it was a passive, quiescent and
trembling Hedwlg who submitted, and
then, freeing herself, went out through
the door Into the llgbta of tha corridor.
Nlkky flung himself, face down, 00 a
shrouded couch and lay there, hla face
burled in hla anna, v ...

fOlga Loschsk'a last hope was gone.
. e . e e .. e

On the day of tha carnival, which
was the last day before the beginning
of Lent ' Prince Ferdinand WUUam
Otto wakened early. The palace still
slept and only the afreet Sweepers
were about the streets. , prince Ferdi-
nand William Otto aat np in bed and
yawned. This waa a special day. he
knew, but at lint ha waa too drowsy
to remember.

Then be knewthe carnival t A de-
lightful day. with the nlace fnliof tZL
pw w errant

'Hedwlg's notification that aha would
Walt bar, found the countess at Maw
.2nd alone. She followed the announce--
meat almost Imaaedutsly. and If

wad shown cowardice before.
none bow. She (Unregarded

chair OIgm Loscbek offered, and
to tha point, with a directness

at waa Ilka tha Unfa.
T hsve come." aha said simply, "to

i oat what to do."
Tha countess waa aa direct
"I cannot tell yon what to do, high- -

aseaa. i can only tell you vhat
WAMlId do."

"Very weH." Hedwlg showed
touch of Impatience. This waa qulb--
wung, ana it annoyed her..--I should fo away, now, with tha
apcrson I cared about."

"Where would yon for
The world la wide, highness."
--not wiae enough to bide In, I am

tfraid."
"For myself," said the countess, "the

problem would not be difficult
hould go to my plate In the moun

tains. An old priest who knows roe
well, would perform the marrlnge.
After that they might find me If they

Kea it would be too late."
"This priest he might be difficult."

wot to a young coapte, come to him,
erhaps, In peasant costume. They
r glad to marry, these fathers.

ere Is much Irregularity. I fancy,"
erne added, still with her carefully de.
Cached manner, "that a marriage could
ae easily arranged."

But before long, she had dropped
wer pretense of aloofness, and was tak

ng the lead. Hedwlg, weary with the
truggie, and now trembling with

Nervousness, put herself in her hands,
listening while she planned, agreed

ngerly to everything. Something of
(Tim amusement came into Olga 's

face after a Urns. By doing this
wung 8tie would lose everything. It
would be Impossible to conceal her
connivance. Nd one, knowing Hedwlg,
would for a moment Imagine the plan

ers. Or Nlkky's, either, for that mat-e-r.

She, then, would lose everything,
ven Karl, who was already lost to her,
ot and her face grew set and her
yes hard she would let those olot--

In their grisly catacombs do their
filthy work. Her hands would be

clean of that Hence her amusement
that at this late day she, Olga Loscbek,
should be saving her own soul.

"So It was arranged, to the last de
Btl. For It must be done at once.

Hedwlg, a trifle terrified, would have
postponed It a day or so, but the
jeontess was Insistent Only she knew

ow the very hours counted, had them
numbered, Indeed, and watched them
flying by with a sinking heart.

If she gave a fleeting thought to the
palace, to the crown prince and his

fate, she dismissed It quick-
ly. Site had no affection for

and as to the boy, let them

:

la What Can We Trustr:
out (or him. Let Mettllch m.rrf

la treasure, or lose It to bis peril.
Tfte passage under tha gate waa not
of bar discovery or Informing.

CHArrm xvi.

Nlkky and Hedwlg.
VMkky bad gone back to bis lodging,
5era his servant was packing his

blags. For Nlkky waa now of bit
awjeaty't household, and must ex.

ahange his shabby old rooms for the
JJ Magnificence of the palace. :
Ba waa very dowahearted. To the
wn prince, each day, be gave the
t that waa In hta, played and rode,

awented oeUrhtfnl nonsinaa to bring
rtwe boys qule bMgbtor, carried

eckotfttli of bones, to the secret re-w-

of Ida soldierly soul, waa boyish
tawd tender, frivolous or thoughtful, aa
daw occasloa seemed to warrant '

And always be waa watchful hla re

"He baa promised not to leave
Otto."

Olga Loscbek bad been Incredulous,
at first. It wss not possible. Men In
love did not do these things. It was
not possible, that after all, aha bad
failed. When she realised It she
would have broken out la bitter pro-
test but Hedwtgs face warned her.
"He Is right of coarse," Hedwlg had
said. Tou and I were wrong, count
ess. There Is nothing to do or ssy,

And the countess bad taken ber de
feat quietly, with burning eyes and
throat dry with excitement
' The plot was arranged, to the small.
est detstl. The king, living now only
so long as It was decreed he eboold
live, would, In n, com
mence to sink. The entire court
would be gathered In anterooms and
salons near bis apartments. In his
rooms the crown prince would be kept,
awaiting the summons to the throne
room, where, on the king's death, the
regency would be declared, sad the
court would swear fealty. to the new
king, Otto the Ninth. By arrangement
with the captain of the palace suard
who was one of the committee of ten,
the sentries before the crown nrince'i
door were to be of the revolutionary
party. Mettllch would undoubtedly
be with the king. Remained then to
be reckoned with only the prince's per
sonal servants, Miss Bralthwalte, and
Wlkky Lartsch.

Two obstacles were left for the
countess to cope with, and this was
her part of the work. She bad al-
ready a plan for Miss Bralthwalte. But
Nlkky Larlsch?

Over that problem, during the long
night hours, Olga Loscbek worked. It
would be possible to overcome Nlkky,
01 course. There would be four men,
with the sentries, against him. But
that would mean atnurale and an
alarm. It was the plan to achieve the
abduction quietly, so quietly that for
perhaps an hour they hoped for an
nour there would be no alarm. Some
time they must have, enounh to make
me long journey through the under
ground passage. Otherwise the open
Ing at the gate would be closed, and
tne party caught like rats In a hole.

During the early afternoon the
chancellor visited the crown nrince.
waiting and watching bad made In
roan on him, but he assumed a sort
of heavy Jocularity for Jhe boy'a bene--
nt.

wr . . -yvs must get the lad oat some
where for some air," he observed, --it
Is not good to keep him shut up like
wis." lie turned to the crown nrmco.
"In a day or so," he ssld, "we shall all
go to the summer palace. Ton would
like that ehr

"Will my grandfather be able to go?"
xne cnanceiior sighed. "Yes." he

said, "I he will go to the country
biso. ne nas lovea it very dearly."

He left shortly after three 6clock.
Ana, because he was restless and un

"Tha Scenlo Railway Is In That Dl.
reetlon."

easy, he made h round of tha palace,
and of the guards. Before he returned
to hla vigil outside the king's bed-
room, he stood for a moment by a win-
dow and looked out ' Evidently
"mors of the king's condition had
crept oat i pito of their caution.
Tha place, kept free of murmurs by
the police, was filling slowly with peo-
ple people who took np positions on
benches, under the trass, and even u
ting on the curb of the street An
orderly and silent crowd It seemed, of
the better class. Here and there he
aaw tha police agents in plain clothes.
Impassive bat watchful, on tha lookout
for the first cry of treason. .

,

An hour or two, or three-th- ree at
tha most and tha fata of the palace
would lie in the hands of that crowd.
Ha could but lead the boy to tha bal-coo- j,

and await the remit, v

aressed aa a dancer or a soldier.
He yawned again, and began to feel

hungry. He decided to get up and take
his own bath. There waa nothing like
getting a good atari for a gala day,
And, since with the crown prince to
decide waa to do, which la not always
a royal trait, he took his own bath,
being very particular about his ears.
and not at all particular about the rest
of him. Then, no Oskar having yet
appeared with fresh garments, be
ducked back Into bed again, quite bare
as to his small body, and snuggled
down In the sheet.

Lying there, be planned the dav.
mere were to be no lessons except
fencing, which could hardly be called
a lesson at all, and as he now knew
the "Gettysburg address," he meant to
ask permission to recite It to his
grandfather. To be quite sure of It
he repeated It to himself as he lay
mere:

rouracora ana seven veara am aur
itinera srousnt form on this continent s
new nation, conceived In liberty, and dedl
catad to tha proposition that U man era
created equal."

Late In the morning Nlkky took him
to the roof. "We esn't go out old
man," Nlkky said to him, rather
startled to discover the unhapplnesc In
the boy's face, "but I've found a place
where we can see more than we can
here. Suppose we try It"

"Why can't we go out? I've always
gone oerore."

"Well," Nlkky temporized, "they've
made a rule. They make a good many
rules, you know. . But they said noth
ing about the roof."

"The roof!"
"The roof. The thing that covers

us and keeps out the weather. The
roof, highness." Nlkky alternated be-
tween formality and the other extreme
with the boy.

"It slants, doesn't itr observed hie
highness doubtfully.

"Part of it Is quite flat We can
take a ball up there, and get some
exercise while we're about it"

As a matter of fact Nlkky waa not
altogether unselfish. He would visit
the roof again, where for terrible,
wonderful moments he had held Hed-
wlg In his arms. On a pilgrimage.
Indeed, like that of the crown prince
to Etzel, Nikky would visit his shrine.

So they went to the roof. One could
see the streets crowded with people,
could hear the soft blare of distant
horns.

"The scenic railway la In that direc-
tion," observed the crown prince, lean-
ing on the balustrade. "If there were
no buildings we could see It"

"Right here," Nlkky was saying to
himself. "At this very spot She held
out her arms, and I""It looks very Interesting." said
Prince Ferdinand William Otto. "Of
course we csn't see the.costumes, but
It Is better than nothing"

"I kissed her." Nlkky was thinking,
his heart swelling under his very best
tunic. "Her head was on my breast,
and I kissed her. Last of all, I kissed
her eyes her lovely eyes."

"If I fell off here," observed the
crown prince In a meditative voice,
"I would be smashed to a Jelly, like
the child at the Crystal palace."

"But now she hates me," said Nik-ley- 's

heart, and dropped about the dis-
tance of three buttons. "She hates me.
I saw It In her eyes this morning,
un, ueaveni" ,

"We might as well play ball now."
Prince Ferdinand William Otto

turned away from the parapet with a
sigh. This strange quiet that filled the
palace seemed to have attacked Nlkky
too. Otto hated quiet ; v

They played ball, and the crown
prince took a lesson In curves. But
on his third attempt he described such
a compound carve that the ball dis-
appeared over an adjacent part of the
roof, and although Nlkky did some
blood-curdlin- g climbing along gutters,
It could not be found,

It was then that the Majordomo, al-
ways a marvelous figure In crimson
and gold, and never seen without white
gloves the Majordomo bowed in a
window, and observed that if bla royal
highness pleased, hla royal highness'
luncheon was eerved.

In the abroaded room Inside the win-
dows, however, his roytl highness
paused and looked around.

Tve been hers before," ha observed.
"These were my father's rooms. My
mother lived here, too, ; When I am
older, perhapa I can have them. It
would be convenient on account of my
practicing curves on the roof. Bat I
should need a number of balla." '

He waa rather silent m hla way
back to tha schoolroom. Bat once ha
looked np rather wistfully at Nlkky.

"If they were living," ba said. "I am
pretty aura they would toko ma oat..!
loaey."

Olga Loacbek had found tha day one
of terror. The failure of her plan aa
to Nlkky and Hedwlg was known to
tha countess the night before. . Hed-
wlg had sent for her and faced her
In her boudoir, very white and calm,

"He refuses." she said. There i
(nothing taofs to do,"

times the face may become blue. Tha a
child should be made to vomit In order'' ''

relsx the spasm. This la beat
brought about by giving n teaspoonful
of sirup of Ipecec. The Inhalation of
ateam wUi help to shorten the attack.

croup-kettl- e Is the best means of
producing the steam. A tent made 01

sheet will aid In concentre tins the
moist steam. It Is better to use -

teaspoonfu! of compound tincture of
benzoin to each pint of water used In
the croup-kettl- e than ateam alone. "

Mustard plasters, one Dart mustard
and five parts flour, as well as warm
compresses , over the chest are of
value. For a child who baa persist.
ent attacks of croup it la best to aa.
certain whether enlarged tonsils and
adenoids are not a factor. If they
are present have them ramorad
From the Delineator.

Requires Osnlus to TeaeA Muele. '

Knowledge of the Imitative art ta
developed dally by experience of and
comparison with the Ufa they proflf
ore; knowledge of literature by tha
creative hsttt of speech, Music can
be developed only from experience loaw
the art of music Itself, ItuaaebsoVV
lata addition to life. Bat from ltd
manifold nature, Its Intangibility, tha
Irregularity of musical endowment ' iand above all from the aparalty of
musical experience In the normal Ufa
of tha young, muste requires a certain Vgrolus to teach It well, and to oar 5

choow the problem is oof yet aerf.
ourt AttemptedUanchestor OwrsV

; ... t .. ,.. ... "... . ... '


