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STORY OF WAR 15
TOLD BY PERSHING

Detalied Report of How U, S. Men
Won Batties.

CRISIS CAME ON MARCH 21

Says American Operations Previous to
That Dats Were Only a Part of
Their Training — Pays Su-
preme Tribute to Army.

Washington, ~Gen. Johm J.
Pershing's account of his stewardship
as commander of the Americun expe-
ditlonary forces was given to the pub-
lic Wednesday by Secretury Baker.

It is in the form of a prellminary re-
port to the secretary, covering opera-
tions up to November 20, after the
German collapse, It closes with these
words from the lender of the great
army in France, expressing his feeling
for those who served under bl

“l pay the supreme tribute to our
officers and soldiers of the ling, When
1 think of their herolsm, their patience
under hardships, their unflinching spir-
it of oftensive action, 1 am filled with

-emotion which I am unable to express.
Thelr deeds are Immortal and they
have earned the eternal gratitude of
our country.”

The report begins with General
Pershing's departure for Frunce to
pave the way for the army that was to
smash German resistunce on the
Meuse and give vital ald to the allles
In forcing Germany to its knees 19
mouths Inter.

Crisis on March 21,

denera! Pershing views the encoun-
ters before March 21 of this year, in
which American troops particlpated as
a puart of thelr training, and dismisses
them briefly. On that date, however,
the grent German offensive was
launched and a cruclal situation quick-
ly developed In the allled lnes which
called for prompt use of the four
Amerfean diviglons that were ut the
thne “equal to any demands of battle
action.”

“The e¢rigls which this offensive de-
wveloped was such,” Genernl Pershing
says, “that on March 28 I placed at
the disposal of Marshal Foch, who had
been agreed upon us commander In
chief of the allled armies, all of our
forees. At his request the First divi-
glon was transferred from the Toul
sector to a position In reserve at Chuu-
mont en Vexin

“As German superlority in numbers
required prompt action, an ugreement
was reached at the Abbeville confer-
ence of the allied premlers nnd com-
manders and myself on May 2 by
which British shipping wns to truns-
port ten American divislons to the
British army area, where they were to
be trained and equipped, and addition- |
al British shipping was to be provided
for as many divislons as possible for
use elsewhere,

Men Eager for Test.

“On April 20 the First division had
gone Into the line In the Montdidier
sallent, on the Pleamly battle front.
Tacties had been suddenly revolution-
Ized to those of open wurfare, and our
men, confident of the results of thelr
training, were eager for the test. On
the mbrnlng of Mny 25 this division
attacked the commanding German po-
sitlon in Its front, tnking with splendid
dash the town of Cantlgny and sl
other ohlectives, which were organized
and held steadfastly sgalnst viclous
counter-attucks and galling artillery
fire,

“Althongh loenl, this brilliant action
had an eleetrion] effect, as It demon-
strated our flighting quulities under
extreme battle conditions and nigo that
the eneniy's troops were not altogether
tavineihle”

Hald Foe at Chatzau Thierry,

There followed lmmedlately the Ger-
man thrust ucross the Aisne river to-
ward Parls. He continues:

“The Third division. which had just
come from Its prolimioury tmining In
the trenches, waos hurried to the
Marne. Itz motorized  mnchine-gun
battallon preceded the other unlts and
suceessfully helil the bridgehoad at
the Marne, vpposite Chatenu Thierry,

“The Beeond division, In reserve
nenr Montdidier, was sent by motor-
trucks tnd other avallable transport
to clieck the progress of the enemy
townrd Pari. The division attncked
and retook the town and railroad sta-
tlon at Bouresches and sturdily held
its ground ngninst the enemy's best
gunrd divisions,

“In the battle of Belleau wood, which
followed, our men proved their su
perlority and gained n strong tactienl
position, with far greater lows to the
enemy than to ourselves, On July 1,
before the Becond was relleved, |t cap-
tured the village of Vaux with splen-
daid precision,

Stand Betwoen Paris and Foe,

“Meanwhile our Becond corps, under
Maj. Gen. George W, Read, had been
orgnnized for the commnnd of our
#vislons with the British, which were
Eeld back In tralping areas or as
sigr.ed to sevind-line defenses, Five of
the ‘en divinions were withdrawn from
thy British area In June, three to re-
Ueve divisions In Lorraine and the
Veages and two were sent to the Paris
ared to join the group of American

g

£
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ing pressed forward. Our men,
in three directions, met the German

counter-offensive
with the smashing of the enemy's
Marne sullent, brought overwhelming
victory to the allies and the United
States In the eventful months that
have followed. The intlmntion Is
strong that General Pershing's advice
helped Marshal Foch to reach his de-
clslon to strike.

Counter.Offensive Opens.

General Pershing continues:

“The great force of the German
Chatenu Thierry offensive established
the deep Marne sallent, but the enemy
wus taking chances, and the wvulnera-
bllity of this pocket to attnck might
be turned to his disadvantage,

“Selzing this opportunity to support
my conviction, every division with any
sort of tralning wos made available
for use In a counter-offensive, The
pluce of honor in the thrust toward
Solssons on July 18 was given to our
First and Second divisions In com-
puny with chosen French divisions,
“Without the usual brief warning of
a preliminary  bombardment, the
massed French and American artillery,
firlng by the map, lnid down Its rolling
barruge at dawn while the Infuntry be-
gan its charge. The tactienl handling
of our troops under these trying condi-
tlons was excellent throughout the ae
tion,

“The enemy brought up large num-
bers of reserves and made a stubborn
defense hoth with machine guns and
artillory, but throngh five days' fight-
Ing the Flrst divislon continned to nd-
vanee until it had gained the heights
nhove Bolssons and captured the wvile
lnge of Derzy-le-Ree,

“The Second division took Denu Re-
palre farm and Vierzy In a very rapid
vance and reached n  position in
front of Tigny at the end of Its second
day. These two divislons eaptured 7-
000 prisoners and over 100 pleces of
artillery.”

Firet American Army Formed.
The report deseribes in some detni]
the work of completing the reduction
of the sallent, mentioning the opern-
tlons of the Twenty-sixth, Third,
Fourth, Forty.-second, Thirty-second,
ond Twenty-clghth divisions.  With
the situntlon on the Murne front thus
relleved, Genernl Pershing writes, he

| could turn to the organizatlon of the

First American army and the reduction
of the St. Mihlel salient, long planned
ns the initlal purcly Ameriean enter-
prise,

A troop concentration, alded by gen-
erous contributlons of artillery and alre
units by the French, began, Involving
the movement, mostly at nlght, of
(HH,000. men.

A sector reaching from Port sur
Sellle, east of the Moselle, eastwnrd
throngh St. Mihlel to Verdun and luter
enlarged to cnrry It to the cdge of the
forest of Argonne was tuken over, the
Second Colonial French, holding the
tip of the sallent opposite St. Mihiel
and the French Seventeenth corps, on
the helghts nhove Verdun, being trans-
ferred to Genernl Pershing's eommand

The combined French, British, and
Awmerican nir forces mobilized for the
hattle, the report <avs, was the lurzoest
avintion nssembiy ever engaged on the
western front up to that time In a sip-
sle operatlon.

Battle of St. Mihlel,

Of the reduction of the St. Mihlel
sulient Genernl Pershing snys:

“After four hours' artillery prepa.
ratlon the seven American divisions
in the front line advanced nt 8 n. m,
on September 12, asslsted hy n 1imit-
ed number of tanks manned partly by
Amerieans nnd partly by the French.

“These divisions, nccompnnied hy
groups of wire-cutters and others
armed with baongnlore torpedoes, went
through the succesgive bands of
barbed wire that protected the ope-
my's front line and support trenches
in irresistible waves on schedule time,
brenking down all defense of an en-
emy demornlized by the grent volume
of our artillery fire and our sudden
upproach out of the fog,

“Our IMirst corps ndvanced to Thian-
court, while our Fourth corps curved
back to the xouthwest through None
rard, The SRecomd Coloninl Prench
corpsa made the slight ndvance re-
quired of it on very diMeult grofind,
nnd the Fifth corps took its three
ridges and repulsed a counterattnek.

“A rapld march brought rescrve reg-
Iments of a division of the Fifth corps
into Vigneulles in the enrly morning,
where It linked up with pntrols of our
Fourth corps, closing the sallent and
forming a new llne west of Thisucotirt
to Vigneulles and beyond Fresmes-en-
Woevre, .

16,000 Prisoners Take

“At n cost of only 7,000 enxunltien,
montly light, we had taken 10,000 prie-
oners and 443 guns, o great gonptity
of mnaterial, released the Inhmbitents
of many viliagen from enemy domina:
tion nnd established! our lines 1n & po-
sition to threuten Mels.

, “This signnl sucvess of the Amer).
ean First army In ita fiest ofennive
was of prime Importance. The 4ilise

| Among our most important deficlencles

ber 26, and the Americans diove
through entanglements, across Ne
Man's Land, to take all the encmy's
first-line positions.

Battle of the Meusa.

Closing the chapter, General Per
shing says:

“On November 6 a division of the
First corps reached a point on the
Meuse opposite Sedan, 25 mlles from
our lines of departure. The strategl-
cal gonl which was our highest hope
was gulned. We had cut the enemy's
maln line of communications, and
nothing conld suve him army from
complete disaster.

“In all forty enemy divislons had
been used against us in the Meuse
Argonne battle. Between Beptember
26 and November 6 we took 20,059
prisoners and 468 guns on this front.

“Our diviglons engaged were the
First, Becond, Third, Fourth, Fifth,
Twenty-sixth, Twenty-eighth, Twenty-
ninth, Thirty-second, Thirty-third,
Thirty-fifth, Thirty-seventh, Beventy-
elghth,  Seventy-ninth, Elghtielh,
Elghty-second, Eighty-ninth, Ninetleth
nnd Ninety-first.

“Many of our divislons remalned in
line for u length of tlme that re-
quired nerves of steel, while others
were sent In again after only a few
dnys of rest. The First, Fifth, Twene
ty-sixth, Forty-second, Seventy-seve
enth, Elghtieth, Eighty-ninth and
Ninetleth were In the llne twlce.

Although some of the divislons
were fighting thelr first battle, they
soon became equal to the hest.

Other Corps Active.
The commander in chief does not
lose sight of the divisions operating
with Freneh or British anales during
this time.
He tells of the work of the Sccond
corps, comprising the Twenty-seventh
and Thirtleth divisions, In the Britsh
assault on the Hindenburg line where
the 8t, Quentin eannl passes through
n tunnel; of how the 8econd and Thir-
ty-sixth divisions got thelr chance In
October by belng nssigned to ald the
French in the drive from Relms, and
of the splendid fighting of the Thirty-
seventh and Ninety-first divisions, sent
to join the French army In Belglum.
Of the totnl strength of the expedi-
tlonary force, General Pershing re-
ports:

“There are In RBurope altogether, In-
cluding a reglment and some sanitary
units with the Itallan nrmy and the
orgnnizations ot Murmansk, also In-
cluding these en route from the States,
approximately 2,053,347 men, less our
losses.”

“Of this totnl there are In France
1,838,160 combntant troops.”

Problem of Equipment.

Of thelr equipment he says:

“Our entry Into the war found us
with few of the unxillaries neecessary
for 1ts conduct in the modern sense,

In material
and tanks,

“In order to meet our requirements
18 rapidly as possible, we accepted the
offer of the Freneh government to pro-
vide us with the necessary artillery
equipment of 738, one 55-millimeter
howitzer and one 53 G, . F, gun from
thelr own fuctorles for 30 divisions,

“The wisdom of this course is fully
demonstrated by the fact that, al
though we soon hegan the manufae-
ture of these classes of guns at home,
there were no guns of the callbers
mentioned manufnetured In Amr-rlvuI
on our front at the date the armistice
wns slgned, The only guns of these
types produced at home thus far re-
celved In France nre 109 75-millimeter
guns,

First U. 8. Planes in May.

“In avintlon we were In the same
situatlon, and here ngoain the French
Eovernment came to oor ald untll our
own nviation program should be under
way. We obtained from the French
the necessary planes for training our
personnel, and they have provided uy
with u total of 2,670 pursult, observa.
tion, and bombhing planes.

“The first alrplanes recelved from
home arrived In May, nnd together
we have recelved 1,870. The first
American squadron completely
equipped by Amerlcan produetion, In-
cluding nirplanes, crossed the Germon
lines on August 7, 1018,

“As to tunks, we were compelled
to rely upon the French. Here,
however, we were lesn fortunate, for
the reason thut the French produc.
tion could barely meet the require.
ments of thelr own armies,

“It should be fully realized that the
Trench government has always taken
a most libeful attitude and has Lwep
1ot anxlous to glve te every poss.
ble nesistance in meeting our deficlon.
cles In these as well as In othor
respects, Our dependencies  ugon
France for artlllery, aviation and
tanks was, of course, due to ‘he tac
that our Industries hod not been ox
-dl::ml} devoted to military produc
t ' s

“All eredit ls due onr own maio
facturers for their effosta to meet our
owh requirements, ns at the time the
armistice wan nigned we were able tr
look forward to. the early supply of

were artillery, oviatlon

our ows factoriea”

1—Pritish mine pweepers clearing the North sea of German mines. 2—Amerlcan soldiers who wore wound-
ed in the Bt. Mihlel sallent photographed on thelr arrival In New York. 3—Dr. Joseph Pernlkof, representy-
tive of the all-Russian government, who has just cowe to the United States.

NEWS REVIEW OF
CURRENT EVENTS

President Sails for France, But
Does Not Tell Specifically
What He Plans to Do,

WILL BE WARMLY WELCOMED

Trial of Former Kaiser for Murder
Seems Assured—Licbknecht and
Spartacus Group Fighting
Ebert’'s Government for
Control in Germany.

By EDWARD W. PICKARD.
With the cheers of thousands of
clvillans and returning soldiers ring-
ing In his ears, President Wilson sailed
away for Europe on December 4, on
his misslon of world peace-makiog. As
the good ship George Washington
made Its way out of New York harbor
all the shore batteries and war vessels
Jolned In the presidentia]l salute and
oft quarantine the steamshlp met Itg
convoy, tbe battleshlp Pennsylvanla
and five destroyers. It was a pleasant
colncidence that the presidentinl party
met several transports thronged with
Amerlenn troops just sent home from
England and Franoce,

Mr. Wilson, It was expected, would
land at Brest about December 12 and
proceed at once to Puris, where the
residence of Prince Murat has been
prepared for him. The other delegates
and most of the rest of the lnrge party
will be housed In the Hotel Crillon.
The president Is assured of a warm
and even enthuslastic welcome In
France, Great Britain nnd Italy. Hls
arrival In Europe will be scarcely less
welcome to the people of what were
the central empires. The governments
of those states, distracted and dishevs
elled, look to Mr. Wilson to mollify
the entente powers and obtaln for
them less rigorous peace terms than
the crimes of the Teutons have de-
served, Whether he will be able to
accomplish this, or even will atternpt It,
remnins to be seen. The presldent has
oot taken Into his confildense the con-
gress or the people of America, pos-
sibly because he could not guess, prior
to conferences with the representatives
of the entente natlons, how far he
might dare to go In the way of human-
Itarfuntsin, They are willing nnd eager
to confer with him on all matters and
doubtless wlll defer to his judgment
iIn muny things, but they huave their
own very certuln ideas as to the treat-
ment that should be nccorded the Ger
mnn nation and people,
One of these ldens 18 that the ex-
kalser must Lie put on trlal for murder
and, If found gullty—the “1" might an
well be “when"—must be adequntely
punished, The best legnl authorities
of England and France agree thut Wil-
llam can be extrudited from Holland,
and there I8 no doubt that In any
event enough pressure could be
brought to Induce the Dutch to glve
bim up. From the beginning of the
war the English and French have de-
termined that Willlam should ultimate-
ly be brought to justice personnlly,
and there Is ample reason for the de-
pression from which the deposed ruler
Is sald to be suffering ut Amerongen.
The former crown prince, who, by the
way, says he has not yet renounced
his tighta to the throne, may also be
put on telal. He, In his Dutch retreat,
Bas been telling how he and his father
were forced Into ull thelr outrageous
actlons by the mllitary clique nnd
Bethmann-Holweg, He nlso tries to
shift to others the blame for the tor
rific defeats his army sustained,

. —--—
Another fixed Intentlon of the en-
tente powers 18 to comipel Germany to
pay to the limit of her capncity, Her
abliity to mnke finnnelal reparation for
the damage her urmies have done In
undoubted, The measures to be adopt:
¢l by the allles are yot unsettied; Ger
many's atote-owned mineral, conl and
potnsh deponits and raliways alone ure
worth vastly more than the claims of
the alltes will amount to, and It is not
onlikely that those will be seized. In
®otey the country is almost as rich
W it was before the war,

practically all our necessities from

This’ question of reparation brings
up the matter of u commerelal boycott.
Many authoritles assert that the only
wny Germany can pay will be by ob-
talning raw materinls from the coun-
tries she has been fightlug and selling
her products In their markets. Very
likely the peace conference will declare
agninst the boycott Idea, but 1t will
not be so ensy to persunde the peoples
of the allled nations to buy German:
made goods. Most of them would pre
fer to see Germauny reduced to the po-
sitlon she hus earned for herself, to
have such money us can be taken from
her, and to let the rest of the financial
reparation go by the board. Austria,
too, 18 muking the loud wall for raw
materinly and markets, Dr., Franz
Kilein, who will represent at the pence
conferénce the so-culled Austrian re-
public, provided he is admitted, Is re-
lylng especially on America to be
“fulr" and to solve the troubles of the
lute empire so that all the republles
ean live In peace nod prosperity. Some
Job!

—ry—

Conditlons in Germany are nlmost
48 uncertaln as lo Russin after the
fall of Kerensky. Just who or what
comprises the government It is hard to
any., Premler Ebert and his moderate
soclalist colleagues nre stiil the noml-
nul rulers of Prussin, but Dr. Karl
Licbknecht and his Spartacus group
of soclalists—the German equivalent
of the bolshevikl—are vigorously
fighting to get the upper hand. They
are especlaly strong in Berlln, which
Is in a state of great disorder. It Is
reported that Liebknecht has 15,000
men well armed and Is planning n ter-
rorist revolution, He reviles Ebert for
asking food from America, for, slnce
this Is conditioned on the mulntenance
of order, It Is “ylelding to n capltalist
effort to beat bolshevlk nims.” Liebhe
knecht's organ, the Red Flag, demands
the dismlssal of officers snd the
choosing by soldlers of thelr lenders;
the Immediate arming of the revolu-
tionary workmen and the disarming of
all other organizations; the destrue
tion of capitallsm, the annulment of
wnr loans and the soclallzation of all
buslness,

The =oldlers’ ond workmen's coun-
clls of Germany have demanded that
the ex-kalser be tried by n German
tribunal, which would probubly be
the best he could hope for.

—y—

In many parts of Germany there s
swift reaction agninst the bolshevik
movement, and It threatens to grow
Into a counter-revolution, with the pos-
sible restoratlon of the monarechy,
This 18 fostercd by many officers und
supported by certaln units of the
arwy. That it will go far scems quite
unlikely. The soldlers and workmen
generally, however, secem disposed to
support the Ebert government rather
than the Spartacus group,

"The leaders of the Bavarian repub-
lie have Induced the Berllners to de-
mand the resignation of Doctor Solf,
whose retention as forelgn secretary
has been one of the puzzles to outsid:
ers, and to exclude Mathins Erzberger
from the peace negotintions.

——

The late lenders of Germany and
Austrin are quarreling among them-
selves concerning who was responsible
for starting the war, and the present
lenders are demanding thut this ques-
tion be mettled by an inquiry and the
gullty ones punished, How much
chance there Is of a falr Investigation
I8 revealed by the fact, just brought to
light, that the German forelgn ofiice
burned nll the documents In the amn
chives that might place the responsibile
Ity fur the war on the German govern-
ment, It In Interesting to note that
Doctor Bolt has proposed that a neu-
tral commission Inquire Into the ori-
glh of the war.

_.— 1

The allled armies of occupation cone
tinue thelr march Into Germun terr)-
tory anil ure meeting with no resist
ance and little trouble of any kind.
The Germans are not keoping up to
schedule In complying with the armis-
tice terms, but say this (s impossible
In ome Instances. For Instaneo, they
cannot gather the required number of
locomotives, nnd the alrpianes called
for are bolng glven up where they are

instead of being collected and rren-
dered In a bunch, s

e

Admiral Beatty as beneath contewpe,
Is now no more,

Genernl Dickman's Americnn army
has Its headquarters nt Treves, and
from It reports come that flutly eon.
tradiet the ldea that the Germuns nre
short of foed and clothing, The pen.
ple in the occupled districts are studis
ously Indifferent to the Invaders op
openly coger to keep up tlielr tride.
The French and British have heen
moving forward o thelr zones with
Httle Incident.

Among the loot already recovered
from the Germans Is the $G60,000,000
taken from the Russian treasury. The
Huns also have returned a rieh urt
collection that wus stolen from Si
Quentin, and other pulotings taken
from Valenclennes,

—h—

The all-Russian governmoent ot Omek
appenrs to be gaining o stulillity, bt
the bolsheviki have not let up In thelr
trouble-muking.  An irruptlon of Iteds
into Esthonia has alarmed the govers-
ment there, murdering, burnivg and
plundering belng onhlndered, Livo.
ala nlso hus been fovaded by thom.
A call for help by sem was sent out,
ond o few days ago a Britlsh flect ar-
rived at Libun, The vessels probubly
will proceed to Revel and loud moen 1o
"stop the sluughter, The bolshevik nu-
thorities In western Russin hiave turn
ed back 1,500,000 Russian soldlers wlo
have been prizoners In Germany, uiud
It was reported that the men had sojz-
ed four ships at Danzlg which the
British Red Crosa had obtalned frowm
Germany for the housing of prisoners.

——

The Ukralnlans and the Poles de
"cline to stop fighting. They are chas-
Ing each other back and forth in terrl-
tory which both eclaim, and It 1s difi-
cult to sny which has the advantugs.
Recently the Poles occupled Direst-
Litovsk, the town where Germany ne-
gotlnted the peace tresties with Rus-
sin and the Ukraine.

——

Before President Wilson left the
country he delivered his address 1o
congress reussembled for the shart
sesslon, e pald glowing tribute th
the forves of Amerlen, milltary and
clvillnn, which helped win the war, und
sald he was golng ncross to Interprot
his Idens of world peace because he
considered that was his bounden duty,
But he did not give any specltic infor-
matlon as to his plans, nor did he so
much us mention his colleagues on the
pence defegntion. In deallng with do
mestle matters, the president said he
was convineed It would be wrong to
turn the raflronds back to private own-
ersblp under present conditions, lut
that unless congross solved the ques-
tion In the nenar future he would relin-
quish the ronds, Other matters that
he nsked congress to act upon quickly
wera the revenue bill, the navy bulld
lng plan and woman suffrage, Secre-
tary Danlels' plan for the navy Is for
stendy and rapld Incrense of the flect,
for which he asks nbout $484,000,000,
The estimates submitted to congress
by Secretary Baker provide for n regu-
lar army of approximately 500,000, but
certain ltemns are Included that leave
the question of the strength of the
army open until after the conclusion
of pence.

——

The Amerfean troops nlready are
coming bnek from Europe, the first to
arrive, except for the wounded, being
the aviatlon unlts that were tralning
in England.

—y—

As was expocted, the president ap-
pointed Congressman Carter Glass of
Virginia to succeed Mr, McAdoo a8
Recretary of the treasury. He has been
chalrman of the huuse committee on
banking und currency and bis selection
for the cabinet position meeta with
general approval,

--— '

Whila the rest of the world Ia tarn-
Ing to the ways of peace, Chile and
Peru are prepuring for war. The ap-
clent quarrel over the provinces of
Tacna ahd Arica has been revived, the
people have been Insulting and provoke
Ing each other nnd the situntion In erit
lenl.  The armies of the two countries.
have been ordered to mobllise, and
unless wiser counsels prevall bostilli
tles will/ follow before long. The,
United Btates has no Inteotion of Ine -
tervening in the squabble, but & num=
bet of our warships bave been dis~

patehed to Val te Ame
o paraiso to protect .




