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The Medical I*rofl'c«*loii in the
Dhlrlct.

We publish a letter of Dr. A. V. P. Harnett,
recently printed in the. Republican. together
with a communication from l»r. A. T. Augusta
iu reply. It is but justice to the colored peopleof Washington to state, that their patronagehas heretofore lieen largely given to Dr.
Harnett: and that, no matter what may have
been the character and value of his professional
services to them, or how kind his feelings and
actions in their behalf, it is a very poor return

for their good will for hint to lake the stand
which he has taken in this difficulty about coloredphysicians. He has, however, fallen into
very good hands in provoking Dr. Augusta t<>
assume the pen, and we leave it to that gentlemanto deal with him.

l)r. Augusta's reply was to have appeared in
our last week's issue, hut was unavoidably deferred.It had been handed previously to the
editor of the daily paper above mentioned, hut
it9 publication therein was refused :

Dr. GRrNctt'n Letter.
No. 1JJ8 Nkw York. Ayknuf., I

Washington, D. C. March 1870. j[
Mr. Editor: By reference to the report submittedto the United State Senate a short time

\i r Siimnor ri'Utivi> to the reneal of
thtcharter of the Medical Society of this District,you will find that the author has taken
occassion to drag my uame before the Senate
for the purpose of charging uie with professionalmisconduct.
As the misstatement of facts and the bitter

partisan spirit which characterized this report
throughout has already been fuily and satisfactorilyexposed by other medical gentlemen
in the journals of this city. 1 did not choose to
notice this allusion to myself by condescending
to make any explanations of my professional
acts. Since, however, the editor of a medical
journal, doubtless in political harmony with
the Senator, has seen fit to accept as truths
these charges ugahist medical gentlemen of
this city, arid published to the medical world
his strictures upon their conduct, it becomes a

duty which I owe to myself as well as to the
profession to which 1 belong, to correct such
misapprehensions as this report is calculated
te create in the minds of those who may read
it, and also to expose the true motive which inspiredthis movement on the part of Senator
Sumner; and for thi*r purpose 1 beg the use of
a very small space in the columns of your
paper.

It is difficult, indeed, afterreading it through,
to determine which predominates, a feeling of
indignation that the Senator should abuse the
high office which he fills for the gratification of
his private resentments and mischievous vagaries,or of pity and regret that he should so
often subordinate the dictates of his better
judgment and discretion to the fiery impulses
of a misplaced zeal aud of an incurable prejudice.
The points made by Mr. Sunnier in this reportagainst the Medical Society of the District

of Columbia are briefly these :

1. That the charter sanctioning its organizationdoes not require any test of membership
on account of color, and that ''the application
of any such test, though not forbidden, is condemnedby reason aud humanity.'' We reply :

True, no such test is required by the charter.
and for that very reason it is perfectly legiti-
mate for its memlicrs to exercise their free and
untrammelled option as to who shall lie admit-
ted as members even after the applicant has
obtained the legal prerequisites. This privilegeof balloting for the election of members is
their only safeguard against the introduction
itiln tVio uOiiloti* .-,1* n.irtiuj IlI.k.L- <>t* vvliita U'lm
IUI>V V. UWt l\. VI I'tll t *»* ff isivvf "

may be morally uud socially objectionable, a

clear aud indisputable right which no honorablemember would be willing to relinquish.
2. That the Medical Association, which alone

controls all matters of professional etiquette,
establishes fees, &cis but another uauie for
the Medical Society, composed of the same officers,and subject to all restrictions, limitations,etc., specified in the charter creating the
Society. In answer to this we have only to say
that it is impossible to believe that Mr. Sumnerdid not know that he was stating an untruth.The clearly defined aud easily understooddifference between these two organizations.theMedical Society established under
a charter granted by Congress, and the MedicalAssociation, a voluntary social and professionalorganization, has too often been explained,both verbally aud in writing to Mr.
Sumner, for him to escape the charge that he
has wilfully misstated the facts, and on this
occasion exhibited that uufortunate idiosyncracyof his moral organization, which his
friends excuse upou the ground of its being
incurable.

I will only add upon this point, that it was
for the very purpose of creating and putting
into practical operation the machinery of medicalethics, (if 1 may lie allowed the expression,)
which was denied to the Society by its charter,
that we organized an independent and distinct
body, holding no relation to Congress, or directlyto any of its creations, called the MedicalAssociation ; and to this latter body exclusivelybelongs the regulation of all professional
intercourse. An organization entirely independentof Congress and beyond its control, ho
that all objections urged against the Society
upon the ground of exclusiveuess, or of havingviolated its charter, are utterly false, these matterscoming entirely within the province of the
association. The tact mentioned, that in order
to become a member of the association the
candidate must be a member or licentiate of the
society, possesses no significance whatever,
since it in no way affects the distinct and indefi«m/m*Iam..at.A a. I 1
|/vu\jvut tuucuuun 01 me iwo noun's.
The third point made by the Senator in, that

the negro doctors of this District, by the conductof the Society, are debarred from consultingwith members, embracing as it does nearly
every white practitioner in the District. To
this we have only to ref»cat what Mr. Sumner
is as fully aware of as ourselves.that the
Medical Society has no control whatever over
this matter, the subject being exclusively under
the jurisdiction of the Association. Ave will,nevertheless, add that the charge is practically
a false one, since it is well kuowu, aud acknowledged,indeed, in the report itself, that the
white members of the Society did consult with
these negro doctors as far buck as duue, lSGrt,and that many of them have habitually done
so for the last two years without any notice of
their conduct whutever having been taken bythe Association ; so that iu point of fact, these
malcontents have not even that pretext uponwhich to rest a complaint.
The fourth point made is, that the negro

doctors are excluded from the advantages ot
taking part in and listening to the discussions
of medical subjects in the Society, one of «lie
objects contemplated by the charter Iwinj
the advancement of medical science, at.
We thus learn for the first time that the Society,which is required by its charter to nice I

but twice a year for the election of officers,
rested under auy obligation to constitute itself

1a school of medicine for the instruction of any
one, white or black. Such discussions as have
usually transpired in that body are entirely of
a voluntary character, an interchange of professionalopinions, reports of interesting cases,and no on, for the mutual benefit and entertainmentof its members, entirely independentof any chartered requirements, restrictions, or
prescribed formula; whatever, a practice which
we can at any moment abolish, when it maybe our pleasure to do so, aud which we mostassuredly should do whenever Congress seesfit to step into the arena.

If these negro doctors have not been properlyinstructed in the profession to which theyclaim to belong, certainly Congress has no rightto impose upon the Medical Society the onerousand distasteful task of remedying such defects.To sum up the whole question upon which thevaliant Senator Jus felt himself called 011 totake issue with the Medical Society of this District,it simply resolves itself into this : Three
negro doctors having settled themselves in this

.

s

city for the purpose of engaging in the practiceof medicine, after having obtained every
legal right from the Medical Society which it
could confer, and which entitled them to pursuethe practice of medicine and surgery here,
apply to bo admitted as members of the Society,which would confer tipon them the privilegeof mingliug with its members on terms of
social as well as professional equality: they
are regularly nominated and balloted for. as in
all cases candidates for membership are, and
rejected by a very large majority. They immediatelydeclare war against the Society, and
proclaim their determination to break it up
through the instrumentality of Congress, unlessthe Society should recciic from its position
and yield to their demands before the meeting
of that liodv.
Of course the Society lifts steadily and steadfastlydeclined to submit to any such arrogant

dictation, preferring to preserve its dignity and
self-respect, even at the risk of incurring the
penalty of Mr. Sumner's wrath, rather than to
i>« ignominiuusly dragooned into submission to
throe or four outside parties. The result has
l>een that these negro doctors, aided by certain
white partisans, have now applied to Mr. Sumnerto avenge their imagined wrongs, and seek
to place the Congress of the United States in
the contemptible attitude of legislating against
a large and respectable class of professional
gentlemen to gratify the revengeful feelings of
these three negro doctors.
That lliis whole movement Against the MedicalSociety has been inaugurated for the gratificationof private revenge and a desire to achieve

a triumph ovee its members 011 the part of
these colored doctors and their coadjutors, is
clearly manifested when we recollect that the
opportunity of participating in the discussions
of a medical society and all other proceedings
of such bodies accessory to professional improvement.is open to tiiera in their new organization.without tlie necessity of a charter
from Congress or any legislation whatever by
that body. »So that they are now in the enjoymentof every privilege, immunity, and orofessiona!advantage which any other white
practitioner in the I Patriot possesses, with the
addition, if 1 am correctly informed, ol the
emoluments of offices conferred upon them

, either by the municipal or General Government; in several instances loyal, consistent
Union white physicians having been removed
from office for the benefit of negro successors.

They are regularly licensed practitioners
here : they pursue the practice of their professionwithout molestation, and under tfxtra
ordinary advantages of collateral aid ; they enjoythe privilege of consulting with any of the
white members of the profession whom it supposedthey would prefer. They belong to a

society which needs no charter to give them the
privilege of participating ill all of its proceedings.with which we of the old society have
never attempted to interfere directly or remotely,whilst they have arrogantly demanded of
Congress that the charter should be taken
from ns as a punishment, not for having violatedpositively or constructively any of its provisions,but for1 having exercised a fundamentalright which it is supposed belonged to every
citizen of this country. Let Mr. Sumner succeedin abrogating the charter of the Medical
Society, and he is as far from the object which
he pretends to desire as before he embarked in

j this small game. Nay, further, for his conductwill only have the effect of intensifying
the antagonism which already exists.

It now remains to be seen if Congress will
condescend to such a cowardly act of petty ty'rany merely to gratily a feeling of private re!ven'ge. It is marvelous to me that the Senate
should have the patience to listen to these^oftrepeatedand hypocritical diatribes from the
honorable Senator over hypothetical cases of
injustice to the colored race, when important
subjects of the gravest interest to the whole
country imperatively aud urgently demand
their legislative consideration. In friendly regardfor, and liberality of conduct towards the
colored race, 1 claim to stand second to no man
in this District, and whilst 1 rejoice in the opportunitiesafforded them by the laws of the
land of improving their condition in all the materialelements of prosperity and civilization,
1 do not hesitate to say that I am unalterably
and eternally opposed to all social comminglingof the two races, but believe that the linet
of demarcation established by the Diety cannot
be too sharply drawn or too faithfully and ieal-
ously observed. Let each go on and work out
its destiny in its own sphere, equally protected
by the law. A few words, Mr. Editor, in regardto the special charge made against me and
I will trespass no further upon your kinduess.
The particular instance refered to by the Senator,of my having acted in an unprofessional
manner towards one of these negro doctors, oc
curred in the family of a very old and highly'esteemed colored friend of mine, and to gratify
whom I consented to visit the patient alluded
to. The circumstances justifying my attendancein that case are sufficiently set forth iu
the note hereto appended, addressed to me by
the father of the patient. It is not necessary,
therefore, that I should make any comment exicept to add that I have never received, nor did
I expect to receive, any pecuniary compensationfor my attendance.

Respectfully, A. Y. 1®. (Iarnktt, M. D.

\VAsuiKOTON, March f>, 1870.
Dr. A. Y. P. (jarnktt.Sir : I answer your

request desiring me to give the facts how yon
came to be called to attend my child during
the last day and a half of her life, as you are

charged writh interfering with Dr. Augusta's
practice, and my case cited.
The morning of the day before my child

died, Dr. Augusta left my house, saying he
would be back by noou. lie did not come untilabout four. My child dying and in such

j great agony, about two o'clock 1 went alter
you, told you bow sick she was, and asked you
to come and do what you could, us 1 did not
intend to hsive itiv AiicriiMtii unv lorwrer V nn

I replied that you did not want to interfere, and
! at last consented to do what you could, (as a

j friend of iny brother's, and his physician lor
near twenty years.) After your arrival you
was very particular iu what you said, sayingDr. A. and me being colored, your remarks
would be construed wrung; that you thoughtL>r. A. had done all that could be done, (as all

J doctors lose patients,) and you did uol intend
to criticize his treatment.1 1 am sorry, sir, you have been unjustly ac!cased on my account, and shall ever leel grateiful for the attention you paid my child, and

j only regret 1 did not call yon at tirst, as perhapsluy child would not have been so improperlytreated. I will also say that you were
my physician long before 1 knew Dr. A.

Yours, gratefully, David L. Watson.

or Dr. Augusta.

To the Editor of the National Republican :

My attention has been called to a letter in
i your issue of this date from A. Y. P. Harnett,M. 1)., in answer to the able report of Senatoi
Sumner, from the Committee ou the District ol.! Columbia in the United States Senate, on tinNth ultimo, relative to the action of the Medics»l Society ot the District of Columbia towardcolored physicians. 1 would not think it worthwhile to auswer the Doctor were it not that he

; lias attempted to justify himself in the unprofessionalmanner in which he acted toward, mcin the very case that he has cited, for his languageis sufficient to satisfy any true friend olthe colored man, as well as the colored people
, themselves, of his hatred toward us. But, sir,before coming to that part of the subject, ]beg leave to answer a few of the Doctor's argumentsto justify the Medical Society in itsaction toward the three colored physicians inquestion. 1 he Doctor acknowledges indirectlythat we were rejected on account of color, but
was not so explicit as the president of the So1ciety, Dr. W. P. Johnston, was, when he was| before the Senate committee, for he stated, in
answer to a question from the chairman, Senatorllainlin, that we had applied for membership,had been rejected, and that it was on ac-count of color.
But both he and Dr. Harnett excuse the Societyof all blaiue, and place it upon the shoul!ders of the members, who, they say, are alone

responsible, and have a right to exclude us becauseof our social inequality. .This may be
" according to taste,'" but it is bad logic. Now,with regard to the difference between the Societyand Association, all the members that 1I have conversed with agree that tha Association

; and Society are identical: that the member- ot
one compose the other, and it i* only " v hippins;the devil around the stump

"

t«» enable
them to regulate fees and niedienl intercourse,
which the charter of the Society would not
allow. Furthermore, one member informed
me that the Association held a whip over the.
Society, and compelled the members thereof to
comply with its rules. True they have differentofficers, but that is a mere sham, and the
Doctor knows it, notwithstanding lie tries to

| make it so plain that there is no connection
between them. Then, with regard to consultations.the Doctor tries to make it appear that
we had no difficulty in getting them. True it
was that there were two or three noble examipies of men who allowed humanity to dictate
their actions, rather than prejudice or the MedicalAssociation, and consulted with us:.but

1 everybody knows that a case might have occurredwhere it would he impossible for these
gentlemen to be had, and when we would have
been compelled to give up the case to some of
those who refused to consult with us. And,
sir, 1 here make the charge against Dr. <Jarnettthat he has repeatedly refused to consult
with me, and that he said in the hall of the

j Society on the night 1 was rejected that "he
; would consult with nod.d nigger i" and let
him deny these facts if he will, and I can bring
affidavits enough to prove what I say to be
true. The Doctor has, with many other writers
011 this subject, attempted to prove that out
ohieet. ns well as 1 hat of our friends, is to force
social equality. Sir. such an opinion as this
could only be formed in a brain already chronic
with the fear of negro equality: and. to speak
for myself, 1 take this opportunity of stating,
in language that I hope will not he mistaken,
that 1 care for no man's social equality further
thau he cures for mine; but, having fought in
the late war to prevent our Government from
falling into an oligarchy of the slave power,
and she having succeeded in putting down that
rebellion against her authority, I do claim the

1 right to enjoy the privileges of freedom gained
by that victory, as well as those who fought on
the other side.

Sir, whatever may have been l)r. Garnett's
professional standing before the war, nearly
everybody here knows that he left here to enterthe rebel army, and, as 1 have been in;formed, became the medical director of GeneralLee's army.
We then fought on opposite sides, and it cannotbe expected, when he has returned here

writhing under the agonies of the "Lost Cause,'*
that we can light on the same side now.
The Doctor undertakes to ridicule the benejtits of medical discussions, and says : " If these

negro doctors have not been properly instructed
in the profession they claim to belong, certainly
Congress has no right to impose upon the Medi|eal Society the onerous and distasteful task of
remedying such defects.'' Sir. in answer to
this high tling of the Doctor's at the defects of
iuv medical education, I may state that, notwithstanding1 held a diploma from a college

f with a European charter when 1 came to Wash;ington to enter the armv of freedom, I was ex!atnined by a hoard of armv officers who, at
lirat, refused to examine me on account of color,
hut who were compelled to do so hy^m order
issued by the late Mr. Stanton, then Secretary
of War, and they passed me as fit to lay a

claim to belong to the medical profession, an
ordeal I doubt verv much Dr. Garnett had to
pass through on entering the rebel armv ; but
still I feel that i may learn something by intercoursein a professional capacity with medical
men, and 1 believe all medical men act upon a
similar opinion all over the world, and 1 have
no doubt that the Doctor himself, if connected
with a well-regulated medical society which
does not take up all its time in discussing politicsand the social equality of colored candidates,might learn something also,

i We do not ask Congress to undertake any
such task as the Doctor alludes to above, hut

I we do ask Congress to take from the Medical
society us acioi incorporation, Dccauseit seeks
through it to degrade and ostracise colored
men in the profession ; and, sir, it is no longer
a question of" three negro doctors,"' hut coloredmen are now entering the learned professionsail over the country, and some of* these
very men may settle here as we have done, and
may apply to this very Society, and they with
their present powers can treat them in the same

i manner as they have treated us ; therefore,
| Congress owes it to the colored people that this
power should not be retained by any such soci!ety. The Doctor says 14 in friendly regard for
and liberality of conduct toward the colored
race I claim to stand second to no man in this
District, and whilst I rejoice in the opportunityafforded them by the laws of the land to improvetheir condition in all the material elementsof prosperity and civilization, I do not
hesitate to say that I am unalterably and eternallyopposed to all social commingling of the
races, but believe that the line of demarcation

| established by the Dicty cannot be too sharplyj drawn and too faithfully and jealously observed."Now, Mr. Editor, the Doctor certainlyhas a right to be a friend to the colored people,
as I learn from great numbers of them, that
when he returned from the rebel army he went
around and sought their patronage, and receivedit with great liberality ; but it is returningtheir friendship with bad grace by appealingto the prejudices of their enemies, and desiring
to close up all avenues to their children bywhich they may rise in the scale of distinction
with the children of other men.

I, for one, have not the slightest objection to
Dr. Garnett huving any opinion in regard to

i social equality, and drawing his lines as tight
as he may think proper as a private citizen,
but when he attempts to carry his private opiniions into the medical profession, or any other
profession, he steps beyond the murk', and must
be arrested ; for the spirit that would exclude

I u colored man from a public society chartered
by Congress for the benefit of the whole,i would, in the old government of this District,I prevent a colored man from practicing his professionat all. Now, sir. Dr. Garnett has
thought proper to disturb the memory of the
dead to prove tbut he did not treat me with anyi professional discourtesy, and I must say the
case the Doctor has referred to is fatal to his
position, and 1 cannot see bow any profession'al man or any man in the common walks of
life, who will read the Doctor's statement and
the letter from Mr. Watson with an unprejudiced,and 1 will almost say with a prejudiced
eye, will say that li was justtfied in taking the
case in tin* manner he <lid. Mr. \\ atson states:

j "The morning of the day before my child died
Nr. Augusta left inv house, saying he would be
hack by noon, lie did not come until about
four. My child dying, and in such a great

j agony, about two o'clock 1 went after you, told
j you how sick she was, and asked you to come
I and do what you could, as I did not intend toj have Nr. Augusta any longer. You repliedthai you did not want to interfere, and at last
consented to do what you could, as a friend ol

J my brother and his physician for near twenty,! years. After your arrival you were very par*ticular in what you said, sayiug Nr. AugustarI and me being colored, your remarks would be
construed wrongly ; that you thought Nr. A.
had done all that could be done, as all doctor's

i lose patients, and you did not intend to critiicise his treatment." Now, sir, he knew that 1
; was in attendance and had not been discharged,for the letter of Mr. Watson states such to be
s the fact; he knew that I expected to call again,and he could not know why 1 had not lieeu
f able to meet my engagement; and I, therefore,
! ask the Doctor, in all sincerity, by what code

of ethics, or hy what rule of decency, he could
come in under the circumstances and take the
case of a brother practitioner, and then justify

t himself that it was the child of the brother ol
an old colored friend of his of twenty years

' standing ? I will ask one more question ot' him.
Would he have taken a case in a similar man*
ner from a white practitioner? In conclusion,

; Mr. Editor, I will give the facts attending this
case, and then let the public and the profession at large decide as to its merits.

1 had been attending the child, who was suf
fering from typhoid fever, about a week, and
had kept the parents advised each day as Jtcthe progress of the disease. On the morning in
question, I was summoned about 5 o'clock, and

s having been up nearly all night, I did not gelthere until six. When I arrived 1 found the
\ child was not as bad as her father had represeated her to be when he called me. I gavt
some directions, and told him it might be ne

[ cessary to have further counsel iu the case,t' and that 1 would be back about 1*2 o'clock
m s 4

'
s

when I would !«'t him Know. It «i happened
that I was called out oT town t<> sen another
patient. nn«l was unab'c to return before
«»'cloek, and when I arrived at the house the
father met me at the door and informed me
that my services were no longer wanted, as he
had obtained the services ot another doctor. I
subsequently learned that Mr. Harnett was rittendingthe case.

1 remain, sir. your obedient servant.
A. T. A cut;st a, M. I>.

Washington. March I'f ls7<>.
! _~__

COMMUXICATTOXS.
Tlie Mo<leM> of Wisdom. \«>. I.

ky k. r. v.

There is generally, if not, indeed, univer-
! sally, a deep meaning in the myths of the an;cient (ireciaus. To us who worship that un|
known Hod. in whose honor Athenians had, as

it were, instinctively erected an altar, those
fables seem, at first, replete with absurdity,
But, upon a close analysis, we usually find in
each of them, a moral which might serve as an

instructive lesson to the most earnest follower
of the Man of Nazareth. In the light of a

serious investigation, the song of the Sirens
ceases to be an extravagance; and Klysium itselfbecomes a type.faint and faulty it may
be, but still a type.of the Christian's Heaven.
The tale ascribinir the birth of Minerva to

the workings of the bruin of Jove has usually
been regarded as an allegorical picturing of the

god-like origin and affinity of the human in- j
tellect. But would it be too fanciful to preI
sume, that we also see in this beautifully de;vised superstition, a shadowing forth of that
modesty which always characterizes true wis-
dom ? The efforts of a Vulcan are exacted to j
aid the throes of the father of Olymmis; and
those efforts are at length rewarded, not by
the production of a puny and helpless infant,
but of a fully matured goddess, clothed in a

perfect panoply, and apparently requiring no

foreign help either to bring about her birth, or

to assist in her future development. Silently
she, upon whose shrines the offerings of sages
were to be deposited, had rested in the brain of
her siro-mother, refusing with maiden coyness
to burst forth into light, life, and beauty.
But, as the result of this happy parturition,
Wisddom assume her throne, and compelled the
adoration of the universe.
Whatever may be thought of this rendering

of the myth of Minerva, it is certainly an indisputablefact, that true wisdom is always
modest in its pretensions, in its labors, and in
the contemplation of its finished works. Its

spirit, oven in the conception of its sublimest
j undertakings, is ever of the most unassuming
character. The visionary, indeed, to whom
the epoch in which he lived accorded the title
of a sage, may have sought by some happy
amalgam of mercurv and sulphur, to produce
a philosopher's stone, who>e touch, like that of
Midas, might convert into gold everything with
which it came in contact; or, becoming more

daring in bis aspirations, he may have endeavoredto distil an elixir vitic of which the minutestdrop might be sufficient to transform
the wrinkles of age into the bloom of immortal
youth. The real philosopher, however, nevor

spends his time in seeking to give an cmbodi-1
merit to such wild vagaries. The edifice which
he constructs is 110 Tower of Babel, lifting its

haughty summit to the clouds, in the vain hope
of escaping the perishablcness of earth, in or- \
der to repose in the eternity of Heaven. It is
ratlier an uncrumrmng ryrumiu, wnose iiiiisMvc

pile attests 'fcthe intellectual power of its founi
der.whose top affords a point from which maybecalculated the eclipses of the sun and moon.
whose granite bosom contains the archives of
the ages, of which the yearly progress has been
marked by successive layers of sand around its
base.

In the mystic tie which links together cause

and effect.in the labyrinth of association.in
the maze of countless physical affinities, the
sage seeks the germs of ideas whose realization
may tend to benefit the world. It it true that,
at times, he may catch at chauec discoveries, i
and conceive therefrom glorious things. I Jut.

i it is ever by the utter abnegation of the promptingsof an errant fancy, and by a child-like relianceupon the great truths of nature, that he
obtains glory for himself, and confers blessings
upon his fellows. Under the influence of such j
a reliance, a discovery which commenced with
an observation of the bubbling of water in a

tea-kettle has terminated in the perfection of a

motive power which drives vessels across the
ocean, and impels cars laden with freight and

passengers along the plain. Under its intlu- j
encc, too, a natural force which found its
earliest known development in the pulsation of
a toad's limbs beneath a surgical knife, has

I found its latest in a telegraph that sends tidings
of jov or sorrow, with lightning-like velocity,
around the earth, through the frail instrumen-

tality of an iron wire. Thus always, as in
these instances, has true wisdom, with becomingmodesty, achieved far more than the
false pretender to its honors.a pretender
which, with daring infatuation, has attempted
all things.from an effort to unveil the projfounde-! secrets of nature's laboratory to a

J vain end utvor to rob death of its inevitable
prey.
The dil.i renee between these two kinds of

wisdom is as marked in the manner in which
they carry on their undertakings, as it is in
their projection. While the one hopes to effect
its objects through Mights of brilliant but erraticgenius, the other seeks to secure its

triumph by a careful procedure.by an unas.Binning reliance upon inductions which have
* been guarantied by a time-honored experience.
The one is a Phaeton, rashly rushing on and

' threatening the solar system with annihilation;
' the other, an Apollo, guiding the chariot of the

sun, through day after day. year after year, and
i century after century, without injury to the

humblest planet. Futility is the reward of the
one, and success of the other.

, | No rashness characterizes him who is justly
entitled a sage. IIis efforts are marked rather

1 by a patient toil, like that of the coral insect
[ which continues to build until its ocean-dwel[ling becomes a wide and blooming island. Fie
s is no reckless Macedonian, impulsively cutting
,

a knot which his ingenuity cannot find means

to disentangle. He is rather a persevering
Tiiuour, encountering defeat after defeat, yet

* still struggling on, until he exchanges his wanderingTartar tent for a firmly seated throne,
' and his desert sands for an empire as extended

and fertile as any that the sun ever shone upon.
. The means which he employs for the aehievciuient of his designs are in consonance with that
* spirit of modesty which marked their eoncep-.
| tion. They are all based upon known natural
l laws; and their employment is- justified by a

> sedulous observance of various phenomena.
" by the diligence with which those phenomena
[ have been traced each to its respective source,

and by the success which is the consequence of
, their adoption. . S

1 his success, however, the case of the true
siige, is never looked upon as the occasion of
any vain-glorious Itoasting. Upon the completionof his works.upon thereali7ation ofthese
ideas which secure to him the meed bf immortality,that modesty, which is the crowning attril>uteof wisdom, beams forth more conspicuouslythan ever in his character The applause
with which his triumph has been hailed by his
contemporaries does not trouble bis equanimity.
The consciousness that he has aided in the progressof humanity.that he has, perhaps, discovereda means by which the sufferings of
millions will be alleviated.that all coming
ages will look upon him in the light of a benefactor,.allthis does not awaken in his breast
the slightest feeling of arrogance. A Pytha- !
gains, indeed, in the first Hush of excitement
produced by the discovery of a great geometricaltruth, may have rushed in wild disorder
through the streets, crying out " Eureka!
Eureka!"' Hut after the first paroxysm of,
joy has passed away, the philosopher makes i
amends for this momentary burst of rapture,
and seeks to prevent the recurrence of so unphilosophicalan expression of enthusiasm, by
the imposition of a five years' silence upon hiin- j
self and his followers.

Thr True (Question of f lie Oay-
Ho. 1.

BY E. II. KOUKKS.

There is so much in our literature tending to
falsify the facts concerning industry, and to
conceal the principles which should govern it,
that it is not surprising that great ignorance
upon such questions pervades the community.
A personal experience in labor of some

twenty-five years, preceded by practical mercantileknowledge, concluding with participa-
tion in the recent developments of war, of legislation,and. of reform, prompt the following
suggestions :

The discovery of gold in California and Australiawas the cause of years of prosperity to
the shipping interest: large additions were an-

nually made to our tonnage.
The inequalities of the distribution of profits

were so obvious as to occasion great dissatisfactionamong workiften, resulting in extensive
strikes ; these were mostly failures, and for five
years but little advantage ensued to labor, with Jthe exception of more constant employment.
At the beginning of the sixth year from the

discovery, it became evident that the drift of
capital into investments in shipping began to
influence wages ; the usual rates had been from
two dollars to two twenty-five per day ; in the
spring of 1854 a sudden advance to three dollarstook place, with tendencies upward ; these
prices were maintained for six months, at the
expiration of which time wages receded to the
lowest point.

This abrupt rise attracted much attention at |
the time ; it was partly accounted for by the '

fact that the shipwrights of Maine had full em- J
ployment at home: it was evident, however,
to close observers, that this was a superficial
view.
The recent discussions" have brought out j

principles, which setjin their true light the occurrencesof that period. The inquiring reader
will find in the North American lleview, for
luly, 1867. an exhaustive essay, in which they
are fully explained, and the reasons stated why
labor, under the wages system, does not receive
a fair share of profits.

Tin" Uki.atioxs of Financk to In dust i:v

stands out in bold relief, as the events of the ;

California trade are reviewed. My own im-,
*

pressions, as I saw the great fleet of clippers j
constructed in five years, almost as by magic,
were of wonder at the vast reserves of capital
which I supposed must exist. The discovery
of the true state of the case, has been one of
the most surprising of the experiences of my
life.
As I have read Amasa Walker's "Science of

Wealth," and Samuel Hooper's "Currency or j
Money,'5 the mystery has been solved to me ;

p. h.2 of the first-named work, has a tabic rc-

cording the expansion of our currency. Start- j
ing in 1849, on an issue of nine dollars in pa-1
per, to less than two dollars of specie, a greatly
inflated base to begin with, it rose during the
Succeeding years, to an issue in 1851, of nearly
fifteen dollars of paper to two dollars and a

half of specie ! There was no occasion for
the awe which I had felt; those merchants were

many of them as poor as 1 was ; they did not
in any true sense pay me for my labor. They
saw that there was almost a certainty of the
rapid acquisition of a famine, if they could
get one or two ships afloat: paying for them in
paper promises borrowed from the banks, they
pocketed the enormous profits of the trade, and
in many cases were safely out of the business
before the general crash came in 1857, when
the circulation had become so unsound that
the banks had but two dollars in specie, to pay
fifteen dollars and fifty cents of indebtedness.
The question presents itself with much interest.Wko really paid for that great Meet?

I answer unhesitatingly, we working-men who
built them, to a great extent paid for them !
First, as 1 have shown, our wages did not sen!sibly increase until the last six months of the
crisis ; a fair share of the profits did not come

to us, it went to build up the great fortunes of
successful merchants : and by just as much as

*.11 1 1 1 I A * 1

was witnlie id irom us, i»y tnai inucn we jiaia
for the shipping.
We still further helped to pay for them in the

increased price of all the articles of common

use which were wanted for thei cargoes.
Then followed the disastrous, hut unavoidableresult of contraction of the currency, involvingfailures, stagnation of trade, lack of

employment, and destitution ; the gaunt face
of famine, thrusting itself high up in the ranks
ol industry, for from three to five years, closelyconnected with the original proceedings,
and just as much a part of the payment for the
shipping as the first items 1 have named.
The war re-enacted the same pernicious programme,the only palliation being, that so far

as the issue of currency by the government
concerned, it was compelled by the circumstancesof the times.
Popular clamor for a paper currency..

It is not strange that the western and southerntraders call for an extension of our bankingsystem to their localities; its redundant
issues arc the life-blood of speculation, and it
is in the power of the banking interest, to reproduceby those issues, at regular intervals,
all the injurious conditions of the California

i excitement, without one of its redeeming naturalfeatures.
The fiercest hate of a certain interest in

politics, toward the whole series of public measuresof the last ten years, augments the volume
. of influences which favor indefinite issues of
paper , the object being to break down the

;< National debt.
Inasmuch as 1 have full confidence in their

| purity of motive, I come with some reluctance
to the consideration of a third element, which

-

has thrown its influence in the direction ot a

credit currency. I refer to those industrial re

formers who urge an entire abandonment of the
specie base, proposing u paper currency, founded44 upon the wealth of the whole country."

I have looked in vain in their writings, for
some information; when, where, or how. the
first dollar of the wealth of the country is to
be available : for anything that appears to the
contrary, the word universe might l»e substitutedfor country, without the slightest interferencewith their scheme ; arable land, buildingsor ships in the moon, are as much a

proper base for currency as if they were hi
Massachusetts, if there is not only no provision
for appropriation, but none intended.
We are all familiar with the story of the

farmer, who indorsed the business notes of his
son to the whole extent of his hard-earned property,and when called upon for payment, resistedto the last luoineut the stern grip of Unlaw,declaring that he gave his name without the
slightest intention of sacrificing his farm.
The fact is, that certain unavoidable and

constantly recurring contingencies compel, with
absolute and irresistible power, the occasional
exchange of a representative, or credit currency,for something which has intrinsic value.

If the parties who find themselves obliged to
tukc cms cour.se cannot realize readily, and
without loss, their experience influences the
whole body of those who hold paper, and in
extreme instances, the paper becomes valueless,
as was the ease with continental issues.

If a man wishes to travel abroad he must
provide a solid foundation in his relations to
intrinsic value, before he can ride the first mile
in a foreign country. All foreign commerce

proceeds upon the same principles.
The hanking operations which I have alluded

to require this ultimate reference to coin or

property. 8oiue of the merchants who borrowedpaper to build with were not successful;
their errors, or misfortunes, prevented them
froni standing in the place where all the influ
ences coming from our banking and industrial
systems unite to enrich the fortune ; when paydaycame they were obliged to sacrifice intrinsicvalues to meet their obligations.

Financial and Industrial Ukkorm IMkkkk.
.it must not. be forgotten, that the perfect
solution of the financial problem may take
place, ami still leave untouched points vital to

industry.
The workman may be sure that he will he

paid promptly, in pure goid fresh from the
mint, but if the principle which decides the
amount of his pay rises no higher than is expressedin the term competition, his condition
will not be improved in the slightest de-
gree. The most abject laborers who may
be brought across the ocean to compete with
him, are precisely those from Kurope anil Asia,
always accustomed to payment in specie.
"Shall the rule of compensation he an ©quita-
hie division of the profits of industry ?" This
is the question which is presented to the socalledChristian civilization of America. l nder
the wages system, an annual income, barely
reached by the most favored element of labor,
is all of it required by the ordinary demands
of a family. Large numbers are already severelypressed by the competition of single men.
and women, and children. The workman of
the former day, trained in all the branches of
his calling, has disappeared : that training \va<

a protection to labor, because it limited the
number of those who competed for employment
in any one branch of industry ; specialization
has enabled capital to draw upon the whole
mass of the unemployed, and lias added greatly
to its natural advantages over labor.
To govern wages by the cost of living : to

disregard in practice even this low standard ;

to increase the cost of living by the imperious
influences which come front education, government,and religion, and then by stimulated immigrationto goad to desperation great multitudesof worthy, patient toilers, already invites
the wrath of Heaven in the plain indications
of the times.

Cuba not to be Annexed.

I'.V PAUL I1CR.MU).

The arrival in Washington of General <Juesada,commander-in-chief of the forces of the
Cuban patriots, his recent entertainment by
President Grant, various officers of the Cabinet,and Senators of the Union, together with
the very delicate and, at the same time, impor:tant mission intrusted to him, give to the < hiban
question an entirely fresh interest.

It would be quite needless to trace again
how the insurrection arose, and its subsequent
progress in a struggle against the barbarous
despotism of Spain. It would he useless,also,
to take into consideration whether the Spaniards
will he expelled from Cuba or not. The pro!Mem is now almost solved.

It is well known to everybody that the cause

of the insurrection was the horrible crueltypracticedby a nation towards one of its colonies,a cruelty so oppressive as to retard, for
several centuries, the advancement of that
colony in civilization and progress.
No one can be unaware of the success <»f this

In Ju i/\n «irK tolt n I li».vt»wr 1 ,10 ilr out in
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a very limited portion of the island, and being
at first undertaken by a few patriots, possesses
now an army of about sixty thousand soldiers,
dauntless, determined, and pitiless, because
they don't expect any pity from their unmercifultyrants.

Scarcely a third part of the island now controlledby the Spaniards.a great number of

plantations burnt or devastated in order to deprivethe enemies of resources and to expel
them once for all.such are the results of the
Cuban insurrection.
We desire to glance briefly at the chief point

now discussed so diversely in relation to the
Cuban question, viz:

Is Cuba to be annexed to the 1'nited States?
Will not Cuba, when liberated, remain independent?
We must avow, as we arc not clever politicians,that we do not, at this moment, perceive

how the matter will definitively stand by and

by, but it seems to us that both reason and interestteach Cuba what is to be done under presentcircumstances, and that both recommend
to her independence.

It would not be praiseworthy on the part ol
the Cuban patriots to consent to annexation;
it would not be in keeping with the magnanimouscharacter of the American people to aeceptit. bet us examine briefly this question.
What! After Cuba has struggled with a fierce

energy against its oppressors.after the blood
j of its generous sons has flowed for more than
a year and a half in order to wash away the
two national stains, despotism and slaveryafterCospedes, the most pure and disinterested
of patriots, has emancipated his own slaves su

an example, and divided his own lands ink
lots to be farmed by the widows of the patriot*

1 killed in struggling for liberty.after QueB&ds

Tlif «p»< » of t**n line- Brevier lyp* constitute* »u *<Jver
tiiing square in This paper.
Any spur* !«»«« than ten l»n«a i* charged the rate of a full

square.
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are charged transient rates. 1

has overcome tho Spaniards in numerous en

counters. ami delivered from oppression the
greater part of the island.after the insurrectionhas. in its successful career, reached the
point at which, powerful and decided, it has
nothing else to do but to make a sudden attack

i upon liavanna in order to he triumphant: in
short, at a time when, humiliated overcome,
and. moreover, tired out by his own atrocities,
the Spaniard is about to l»e obliged to run away
on bis ships, it is precisely at this moment, forsooth.that Cuba, renouncing an independence
so dearly won. should give itself away to the
United States, impassible spectators during all
the struggle, and recognizing Cuba as bellige- I
rent only when the triumph is almost secured I
to the Cuban patriots! I
Would not this be an unparalleled folly ? 1

lias Cuba drawn the maroons out of the tire J
in order to give them to the United States, and
preserve only for itself the fire-blasts and the
wounds?
General Grant's situation in reference to

Spain and Cuba was, indeed, a very difficult
one. By recognizing the right of the Cuban
patriots as belligerents, he would have given a

weapon to Kngland for that celebrated questionof the Alabama claims and, by declaringhiiuself favorable to Spain, he would
i ii.. i:~ . 11 :.:_i e i.

iijtvr ^m-u in«- in- i'iiiiu priuci|>ic» ui uiucjirndence.equity, and progress, of which he is the
most steady representative. The President's
policy was the only one for him to choose, in
spite of his own sympathies.neutrality and
tcinporisation. But, for this very reason, that
he did not help Cuba in any way, he does not

intend Cuba to he annexed.
The situation of Cuba is deemed by many

persons to he similar to that of Hayti. But a

vast difference exists between the two.

Uayti is torn by intestine dissensions which
are fomented hv the ambitious rivalry of its
own generals. f*
Cuba is ati island where all the patriots entertainthe same idea, the same aspiration,

the same hope, viz: to repel the Spaniards and
achieve their independence.

In the expression of these views, we intend
by no means to compare the mild, wise and
liberal administration of the United States
with the strict, barbarous and tyrannicafpoliev
of a nation which was of old the cradle of the
inquisition ; ami we reserve the right to enquire,whether it would not he an advantage
for the Cuban patriots to become American
citizens;.a question which wejpurpose to examinehereafter. But however inild'v treated,
a dependency is still a dependency ; and after
such a hloodv struggle for breaking fetters
and winning freedom, to forge new chains,
even though they l»e gilded chains, and to ah
dieate freedom would he nothing hut nonsense.

We have no need to enquire whether the
American opinion is favorable to annexation ^

or not. < tpinions are divided here as well as

in Cuba, where a few show themselves favorableto that measure.

Sustaining intimate relations with a great
number of young Cuban gentlemen, we can

affirm that their feelings are entirely and emiphatieally ^hostile to annexation ; and their
opinions seem to he shared by the majority of

I *

the patriot islanders.
" Jt is true," said one of them to me, 4tit is

true that at the very beginning of the struggle.
: when the insurrection was yet powerless and
easy to he overwhelmed hy the Spariards, we

had thought of such a thing, if the United
States would have helped us to expel our oppressors; hut now, this thought is far from our

j minds.'*
Wc have heard of its being reproached to

the Cubans that they have, in their turn, acted
I with harhai ity towards the Spaniards, killing
prisoners without mercy, and destroying a great

| number of plantations.
It is well known, however, to what side the

! balance would incline, if the atrocities of the

j two parties were put in the opposing scales.
Moreover, tlie Spaniards have committed

and, commit every day. their cruelties without
necessity : they act in the name of despotism
and <«f barbarity,

j The Cubans are constrained by events to
make use of a savage energy in order to put an

| end to the struggle; they act against oppresI
sors in the name of independence and liberty.

It is said, too. that Cuba is too weak and
too poor to preserve its autonomy.
We remember to have heard of a French

general commanding at Metz, (we think that
was the name of the place,) who was surrounded
by superior forces. His provisions and emuinitions of war were almost exhausted, the gar!rison was feeble and worn out, when a deputa:tion of officers, civic and military, waited upon
him in order to urge the surrender of a place
too weak for resistance.

" No place is too weak where may be found
men <»f courage to defend it," was his answer

Met/ did resist, and the enemy was obliged
to retire.
The Cubans have already shown what energy

and courage they possess. The words of the
French general will he their motto ; they will
prefer a poor independence to a rich servitude,
and our hope is to hear of them beiug triuru|
pliant and free, as they are worthy of being.
Nkw York, March 14, 1870.
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Protection is what our poor brethren in the
South demand. The present is their time of

j need. If protection is not speedily rendered.
many a precious life will be cut off, and many

, a fireside will Ik? made desolate forever.
Throughout the South murders are daily, al'most hourly, committed. A sickening storv.

constantly repeated and never ending, is told
by letters and telegrams which reach Washingtonfrom every quarter of the South.
N o wonder that many Senators are convinced

that something must immediately Ik* done to

stop the outrages of rebels in the South.
This conviction forcing itself upon the minds

of Senators checked the regular progress of
debate on the Georgia question yesterday.

Almost all the time devoted to the open sessionwas occupied with earnest speeches in
pi favor of a measure to stop outrages in the South

by sending troops to the disorderly districts at
the expense of the people of the localities where

. the crimes are committed. Messrs. Nye, Yates.
and Thayer advocated the cause of the outragedloyalists of the South with an earnestnessand eloquence which did credit to botty
head and heart.
We hope our friends in the Senate will

sjieedih act on the pending measure of relief
for the suffering people. Whether us a part of
the Georgia bill or as an independent measure
let it speedily become a law. - The least the

I iioveminent can do for the faithful people who
s stood by it in the war is to give them its pro)toetion. Unless it act speedily, however, it will

only guard their graves, when it should pros
i teet them in life, liberty, and the pursuit ot

i happiness..Chronicle, Mirth 22.
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