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- By the Red Death

Aboul the mishilie 0f the meventeenth cens
tury there Yiweddam Venice a certoin uaughts
duke, 8o vt and powerfal ax (0 e feared
b}; trivml as well as foe, Tor (hal Was a
petiod of constantiarernnl pssdasiv Lo,

It was (v vustom of this noldemnn WO
give custiy Languets 1m G groat haldl ol
bis patace, bat there was always one Hiing
camon—the
copstant dreod Of spme secret agent of

to mar the jestivlty of U o

denth.

Aml what (eoded sUll more 1o mysiery
and fesr ob (hese occasicus of lestivity
was Lie presenveof Uy R Mask, Nestio
the lord of toe feast gp hos it boand, al-
ways sat 4 shent, mysterwoos igune in a
red domise, with » biood-red esk con-

cealing ever feature,

Before the poests sepornted bhe guictly

fose, gave hds band to the mobde host, and
then wenl slewly, selomnly and sdenly
around the b, shaking bauds with ench.

As all Leliewnd that be was (he duke's

seorit polsoner, e was regarded with awe
And drensd ond e i Vi Lo be spoken of

and known oo the Bed Death. How his fatal
(vl nope opuld sy, but it
edd thnt apon une of his jew-

purpune Voo
WAS Doty

de worc whoat was knownas the

a rite curioasly cotstructed,
with u...u Py groedsom in the dterior, widch

R T Clewd, Dy an sudden g ssune upon
B OOl e, into e hand of any-
ane tadeen o o e ntEriend ship.

: eutth of bis ife and power

s eentiensin hod made hisap-
pearsnoee iy - losely resetubiing bilm
i Cace am | ap iy ore tisin GO persan
aod mistaken hit for s grace.

“ 0V bl v et e r? Wngrily denmd-
> elktks L, seeR L out Al say

ny prhsisune o see bt al oy palace!™
Thw si7%

eewwrlvimd Lt o his private aparianents,
wilh only o altemdant prosent,

T resen
Iy very striking.

“Whe are you?" demioded (he duke in
A dopherious Tone.

“T auu the Count of Pnimeral™

Al the mention of 1hds titke The attend-

ant of the duke gave a slight. guick start
nod Tixed bis eyes scarchiniy wpon the
Mranger.

“¥ s glad at least to hear you are a
pobleman.” pursued  the duke, “as the

tholight of Laving my likencss borne by 8

pleteinn Wouid Bave been too honuliating.

Thoere shogil 1 e but ope such Face i Vemioe,
countt™

‘Bo think 1. duke!"

“I may Bope, then, that you will take
early leave of our prood oy

I was in lojess oltr grace b made ar-
rangemienis lo quit the country.™

“You are dnsclont, esupt!”
“Bu are vou, duke!™
“By il s ol 86 Mark?" the duke bes

gan, in o malizman ragge, ut added, inquite
adiffecen) Lone, with a Toroed smile
“Your pardon. oount, T am too hasty,

Tt is nol the Bt of either of us that we
look alike und kave jempers alie. 1f we
ennnol be Doeods, there 18 oo peed of our
belng enemies.”

1 am isposed o meel your groce holf

way in eliber anger or [riendship,**
“ILihank sour lomdship. aud trust yon will
honoer my binguel oo Friday evening next
with your presence, wheo I will do myself
the pleasure Lo introduce your lordship to
sotne of thie Dirst oobles of Ventee"
As Anlenio it We preseoce of s noble

master e seicd the Himst opportenity o

Bay Lo the count:

Ay lord |
ear. Wenre couptrymen.”

“Iodecd™

“Yea" pursued Antonio, speaking low
and in Spanish. “1 know your bhouse well
and 1 wou'd serve you. Your life is in
dapger here."

8o 1 believe,™

“I thiok this bapquet is given expressly
to destroy you!"

I bad my fears™

“Yet if you will come to it and follow
my ipstructions, ¥ou shallnotonly be saved,
but you will beeome duke of Frapcavella.™

“How? Bpeak!™

“Seem indilferent to my remarks now,
my lomd. Have you ever heard of the Red
Death, my lord™

“Never, to my koowledge.”

“It Is bricfiy this: On the nights of fes-
tivity a figure Ip nd domino and red mask
slis near e duke. At theciose of the feast
thls flgure sbakes bands with all preseat,
and it is rarely that some one of the num-
ber does pol die shortly after. Does your
Tordship comprehend?’

*f think | do—secrel puison.”

*“When this Red Mask takes vour hand on
that pight be will leave within it & paper
of Instruction, which you must find an op-
portunity 1o read in secret and follow to
the letver.”

“How do you kpow this™*

“You shall knpow if yoo come,"

1 wiil come, though how am I 1o koow
you mean me well™"

“If T meant you (1, my lord, what need
to warn you?'

“Truc—it is enough—I will be here**

Punctual to the appointed time, the Count
of Paimera appeared at the banguet of the
Duke of Francavelln. At the ciose came
the handshaking roand of the drended Red
Death.

The count, being A stranger, seemed the
most Indifferent of any, as was natural he
should. Hepoured outmore wineanddrank
and then seemed to reflect.  [n this wood
he belil the small paper which be had Just
recelved in such a way that be couldd peruse
it without being s@spected.  This paper
containml these words:

“Feign iliness and be shown to o private
apartment. [ will ve there to complete the
dckign.™

In a few minutes the duke, who bhad been
furtively watching the count, remarked with
seeming cobcern that bhe feared bis lordship
was (Il

The nobies exchanged glances, and each
breathed freer, as he fancied he had dis-
ecovered the victim ia otber than himsell,

But the count. instead of getting better,
seemed (0 grow more faint, snd his kind
host sugpested that he shonkl be shown
to a private apartment and his chief phyat-
cian summoned.

He offered his arm to the count, who
leaped heavily on It, and thus left the hall.
Pasging throngh an anternom, they entered
one hung with danask and richly furnished.

The Rod Mask. who had Jefl the banquet-
ing hall hefore thesny wasatanding bere, as

JL awaitine thelr ssmior. A the dubs ==

+qiay received the singular in-

wnger was found and readidy ace
cepled the wvitation of the nobileman. who

shapee of Lhe two was cerfain-

ave o private word for your
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EDTCA TIONAL.

VYOCA L. PIAXO, VIOLIN—Biudenls

Gl gel €1 te §2 grude private lessons
ar wnly 25c of 4 respolsibie professor of
nl‘:lillnwll:-lghl abillcy, Wi o[1ers Ok ex-
travnlimary inducetoent in order (o secure
i Tl patrosage ol once from (e first of
Al year. Address CONSERVATORY . this
ul"ﬁ&\' de t

]_,Esl..gns in arnwing: oil, waler LU ors,

crayon, pastel, pen and ink; one can

learn jo a sport dmie without o.':l.pﬂiru:r

$4 perwmontn IF you call before New Year's.

BTUDIO, 1257 FPa. ave., on 2d rwor front
dec29-3t

1_‘:‘1(0 Or; an. Vocal Music sic anil theors
faugnt by J. F. GERMUILLER, 611 1
Bl uw.; tertus toderate. drlb-lmg

W ODAUGHS Ulnases, 1328

H. uw Auegmni‘a’nx ‘:wmbﬂ'—mmw
haawl. u.lu intion and rypewriGng, Mre
Bawwin., oif Higu Bch buok
Eeeplog. oW

ADA L. BMITH. Supt
sistind hils guest to n divan, the Red Mask
quictly closed and bolted the door.

Tnen, produciog o small rope with the
nltp-.nul of a banginan, he glided up to the
15 e bept over the count and, throw-
Ingg the noose aroand tis neck, drew I tight
and strangled him before he coald compre-
begd his murderous design nnd ralee his
volee for help.

When e quke was guite dead the mask
was retnoved, and the face of Ameonio ap-
pieared before the count.

“Quick, wmy Jord!” suid Antonio, pale
and trenbling at what he had dope.  ** Dis-
Tobx, put on the dress of the doke, retorn o
the hal, and be lord of the palace. If
yoo succeed o deceiving the asseinbled
Bursis, wihich | trust your close reseui biance
will enabile you to do, we are safe; if you
fall, we are losl."”

Asistes] by Antonio, the Coumnt of Pal-
mera wWas soon dressed In the gorgrous
robes of the Duke of Froncavelli. apd the |

—

a wife coull bave detected the difference.

the real.

The next day the Count of Palmera ap-
peared in St Mark's place and other parts
of Yealoe in his oWn proper person.

This destroyed the suspicion that L had
bevn poisonsd, as ol at the bangoet be-
liewisl.,

In fact, it was only through the dying
confissions of the coont himsell that the
truth chume ont at all, which many would
nol belleve even then.

Long before thin event, however. the
Red Death hod ceasal to appear becaose of
the real death of Antonio, whom s new
master had murdered I tarn for fear of
being himself mundend arbetrayed by the
oply one who possess«~1 his fatal secret.

—
SWEPT THROUGH A GOHGE.
Experience of Two Army Explorers
In the Blick Cunvon.

San Francisco Call.
Liruteoants Davis and Fotter of the
Unitex]l Hinteg Anny, whh iheir guides,
Barney Weaver and John Golds, arrived
at Youma recently by boat from Needles
The army oficers bad been assigoned the
duty of inspecting the river from Hlack
Cianyon to Yuma, with g view of improving
the . mvigation. . They met with nothing
of any ipleiest from Newedles nortbward
Ll n the Jirst part of Lbeir trip they
had excitement and dangers enough o lost

them phe restof their ives.

Their boat, which weighed B50 poupds
wassenl by rail to Peach Springs and f'rom
there Ly wagoo (wenty-two milkes to Dia-
mond Creek. This ts 200 miles further up
the river than required for thelr purpose,
but they wanted to s¢e some Of the scepery
of the Grand Canyoun.

The boat, sapplics and men had (o be
lowered with ropes dowa (he sides of the
canyon. The discovery wos At onoe maode
that the boat was pot sdapted for (he
voyage, being a keel boat, narrow  aml
heavy. Io a short time the crall became
uiterly nnmanngeable, and every moment
threatencd them with death.

They were bumped on rocks, thrown
against the sides of the canyon, drenched
with spray and shot through gorges with
the rapidity of an express train. With
malvation out of thelr sight there was ap-
parently nothing but certain death abead of
them Ahove rose the perpemdicoular
walls of the canyon thousands of feet. Btill
the boat kept In the water for seventeen
terrible miles, when n rocky rapid was
reached. Quick as lightning the boat was
tossed bottoun upward, rolled over and
Finally crushed to pieces. The four men
simpelel to save their lives. Tt was use-
less o try to s#dve anvihing else. But,
strangely, nane of then were hurt and they
reached a place of safety.

At onee their dnngerous situntion forced
iteell upun thelr minds, There they were,
without provisions and shut in to meet

certain death by starvation. They started

down the canyon, hoping to find a trail by
which they could get out. After many a
weary mile 1he men decided Lo follow
some of 1he sheep trails, which were only
a Tew inches wide in places. Buccess at-
tonded their efforts, although at times
they hung Detween walcer and sky on the
eilges of the bluff. Occasionnlly thelr
streneth seemed to fadl, bt a wlgbt of that
awiul chasm below wassufficient. At last
the top wan reached, but they were deliv-
eredd from the terrars «f the canyon only
to rind themseélves in o desert. They struck
out beavely, knowiog (hat they Lad only to
keep going ty rench ibe milroad again.
At Hackberry station four haggnrd, mg-
ged, dirty and almost shocless men
Aropped down 1o wait for the next train.
They reached Needies apnin to rest and
refit for Lhe voyage to Yomua.
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A Rooster as o Wiltness.

At Sylvania, in the county court last
Monday., & very extraoniinary and atnus-
lug wilness was introdbced in a slenling
cngse—ihe first of 15 kKind, perhaps, that hias
ever occurred In any courthouse. Tuls
wis o Domivle roosier. Two negro boys
were proseculéd for stealing chickens
fromn  ancilier negro. The prosecutor
proved that his chickens were wmissing,
and he clilned. (o bave ideaufied them in
the yanl of the accused. It then devolved
on the latter to prove thelr ownemhip.

One of the brightest young lnwyers was
conducting the defense, and he very in-
genioualy introdueed in evidence the above-
mentioned Dominie rooster, which be-
lopgwl to the defendants; Ila order to show
the similarity in appearance between
his roostership nod the suspected chick-
ens. Thils rooster was lord of the Lm-
yard on the place where the two boys
lived, und the di chickens were so
very much Hke bim in color and otherwise
that no one doubted they were hiy lineal
descendnnts, and belonged righidy 1o the

defendants.

The rooster, when put on the stand,

crowed vociferously, as If to proclaim the
and furnished

dischnrged the prisones, and lold the
proseculor that, while it wos pzl'n’l tne
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counterfieit was o perfect that none |-n|1

The plan of the nlguitons schemer s -1
ctvded perfectly. aod the guests thay night |
retived in the beldlef that the false duke was |

| price.  Address (

Tomn, h wleove, sleam heat, Eas,
elecirie aght and eleciele bell; tied bath-
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The Problem is this:—These three smakes, all of

swallowing, all at an equal rate of 3pccd. What will be
the final condition of things ?

“TIMES
WANT
B ADS”

furnish a puzzie to tke people of Washington even
greater than the above snake conundrum. Results re-
ceived are frequently marvelous.
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— With apologies fo the New 2ork World.
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