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Guturre's IteYerMe at Stormberpr.
In England the'veelc opens with the Brit-

ish public In a condition of mingled sur-

prise, sorrow, and anger. The defeat sus-

tained by Major General Sir W. F. Gatacre
tit Stormberg Junction comes as an amaz-

ingly bad campaign opening, although from
11 military point of view It is not nearly as
terious as it appears nhen regarded pollti-tall- y.

In the present condition: of Afri-

kander sentiment In Northern Cape Colony
it may be looked upon as a disaster almost
certain to lead to a rebellion open and seri-

ous enough to occupy the sole attention of
more British troops than are now in the
Colony, without thinking of any operations
ngainst the Free State.

Merely considered as a military reverse,
while it seems sufficiently bad, thsre is
nothing intrinsically terrible about the af-

fair, and there is no just reason apparent
as yet to criticise General Gatacre severe-

ly. As matters look, his loss in killed and
wounded was not great in the circum-
stances reported if the truth has been
told. The fact that nearly six hundred of his
troops are reported as missing is uncom-

fortable, and indicates that more of Bul-ler- 's

officers and men will eat their Christ-
mas dinner in Pretoria, than was con-

sidered probable a. few days ago. Of course,
Gatacre comes In for a sound rating nil
around, for not knowing his ground, for
not having the position he proposed to
Attack thoroughly scouted, and for trust-
ing in Native or Afrikander guides. He
Is entitled to be' heard on all these points
before it would bo just to condemn Itim.

: Gatacre evidently walked into a trap, but
whether he could have avoided it by the

' exercise of his wits or means remains, to
' be proved. He is an officer who has seen

much and hard service In India and Afri-

ca, is a graduate of the Staff College, and
ought to be a strategist. Probably the

v hole 'trouble with Gatacre arises from the
fjet that be has been left to keep the Boers
between Queenstonn and the Orange River
moving and watching him, with one beg-ear- ly

little brigade, and has been unable to
net strategically, or to spare troops for
necessary reconnoitring purposes. He ad-

mits that he was unaware of the superior
force ready to meet him at Stormberg. This
might readily be and no blame attach to
him. The Boers are so mobile, being all
mounted and habitually moving with a
minimum of impedimenta, that they might
readily have tricked the British brigadier
us to their numbers. They could have had
the small force at Stormberg exactly as
it was reported to Gatacre, and they could
also have had three or four, extra thou-

sands scattered over a radius of twenty or
thirty miles, ready to concentrate wbtn
their enemy should move. This represents
a risk which will always be found a grave
one to small British columns throughout
the war.

On the whole, the greatest admirer of the
British army will feel bound to admit that,
to far, its commanding officers have not
demonstrated generalship equal 0 that of
Iheir antagonists. The most friendly anal-js- is

of Methuen's movement from the Or-

ange River to Modder would hardly fail to
show that in strategy and grand lactics he
has been outclassed by Cronje. But this is
not an exceptional instance, and for that
reason w c-- are Inclined to suspect that if a
number of n staff officers belong-

ing to two at least of the great European

armies were to be looked for at their home
addresses, it would be found that they were
absent on sick leave, or in South America
on "scientific missions."

It Is quite apparent to the disinterested
observer, that Sir Redvers Duller and his
division and brigade commanders will
have to allow-- for this probable factor in
future operations. It Is to be feared that
they all went into the South African war
imbued with the idea that tactics which
'were good enough against Pathans and
Dervishes would serve equally well
ngainst Boers. It so, they are paying
dearly for the mistake. The truth is that
the British army and Its officers have not
met a civilized enemy since the Crimean
war.' Their experience and successes have
been won altogether in war with sav-
ages or barbarians. Some of the London
military writers doubtless would hold
that the difficulties of the South African
campaign were quite paralleled by those
encountered by Lord Roberts, in his Abys-

sinian expedition. He had a worse country
to advance through, but his foes were not
equal to the Boers In lighting means, were
without artillery, were not scientifically
trained or led. and. what is important,
were disunited, so that the British gen-

eral was able to buy up one native chief
after another, as he moved into the coun-
try loward Magdala.

Gatacre's check stay perhaps affect the
further advance of Mitnuen, and even de-

lay operations on the Tugel River lie-i- n

Natal. Probably the dispersion of the
Boers at Stormberg was lnt;adj to open
the ball. If so, the chandelier has fallen
on the'flrst quadrille, and the dancers can-s- ot

be much elated.

Perpetual Copyrlsrht;
Some discussion has been creatpd in lit-

erary circles by a movement to secure
The "Literary 'JVorld"

has secured from authors and publishers a
great many opinions on this subject; and
the, consensus oL opinion seems to be
ngainst the making of the copyright per-
petual, though it seems to be the general
feeling that n of the" present
limitation would be a good .thing. '

Nothing can be clearer than that the

men who help to shape the thought of a
people, who give to it histories, biogra-

phies, songs, epics, and that subtler form
of history known as fiction, should be re-

warded in full measure. They should be
secured, if possible, against want, and be
enabled, to secure their families against
such a contingency. Some people hare an
idea that an authorrdoes better work;, when
"he is 'not quite are'' bow be Is to pay his
grocery bill. They draw this conclusion
from the biographies of struggling authors1
who, perhaps, lived on beggarly clerks
salaries while they were giving to the'
world books of unmeasured value. But it
should be understood that sometimes good
work is done not because of hard condi-
tions, but In spite of them. At any rate.,
an author is likely during the years-- in
which he is striving to win recognition to
have a hard enough" time to last, him for,

I the rest of bis life, and the greater and
more peculiar his genius the more likely
this Is to be so. The artistic temperament
in itself furnishes trials enough for any
ordinary man, and no real genius was ever
spoilt by having money or absolutely
crushed by the lack of IL It would not
diminish the probability of a golden age in
literature if some wav were arranged by
w hich-- n successful writer could be relieved
of all anxiety Xor.his own future and that
of his family,! and most writers are Bo-

hemian enough not to care for much more
than a reasonably comfortable living.

Though good work can sometimes be
done despite poverty, tho world will never
know how much it may have lost by con-

demning its poets and novelists to turn
out for the sake of their
families. Most of Dickens' artistic faults
are due to. this'very thing. Eugene Field,
In our own generation, might have done
twice as much as he did for the delight of
his had he not been
obliged to make his living by work which
was In great measure mere routine. Of
course, a thoroughbred horse can pull a
coal cart, but it is not very good economy
to make him do it.

However, tho public has some rights in
an author's work, and perpetual copyright
might interfere with Eome of these. It Is
desirable that, all good literature be put on
the market for as small a price as possi-
ble, so that people who have but little
money to spend1 may educate themselves
as widely as possible. It seems as if an
extension of the present limitation would
answer alt purposes. It might be extend-
ed to a long term a Boston publisher sug- -'

gests that the term be fifty jears,-wit- h a
provision for further extension to cover the
lifetime ofSttie-autho- r if he should outlive
the fifty years. This "would probably be as
great a concession as anyone could rsk,
and it would not Interfere seriously with
the rights of the public Under such a gen-

eral law most of the best literature in this
country would be outside the copyright
limitations, and after people have read the
literature of their own country from its
beginning to a comparatively recent date,
they are usually able to select what they
want most from the literature of the cur-

rent year; and that Is about all which the
average citizen can expect to do. The
clerk, the mechanic, and the farmer in this
country cannot own large libraries, but
they can buy some standard books and a
few good magazines, and from time to time
the best of the new books, securing the
reading of other current literature by
means of the town library.

A Chicago Idea.
There Is a shade of the altruistic in

the experiment which is to be tried by
Superintendent Sloan, of the Chicago House
of Correction. He proposes to undertake
the reformation of women prisoners in a
way that, to say the least, is decidedly
unique, for he will not hire anybody to
lecture them, to preach to them on the
evil of their was, to impress upon them
the low-- state to which they have fallen
and ths miserable disgrace that has come
upon them because of their transgressions;
hc will simply put "them at work cultivat-
ing flowers and let the tender thoughts
awakened by contact with delicate blos-

soms work the hoped-fo- r metamorphosis
in character.

The superintendent has erected three,
spacious greenhouses in- which to grow
roses, carnations, and chrysanthemums lor
the Chicago market. This Is the more
practical phase of the project, for it Is
evident that he Intends to make the enter-
prise a one, and will not
compel the Commonwealth to foot the bills
for his interesting effort to rescue unfortu-
nate creatures from the toils of sin. It is
stated that Mr. Sloan will select as his
hothouse worjters the most hardened types
of the feminine offender now in the big
prison, cherishing the hope that an asso-
ciation with growing plants will soften
their natures and make them susceptible to
better moral influences.

The shallow-minde- d may find a wealth
of amusement in this proposition; those
who carelessly glide from phase to phase
of life, with, a superficial glance at each
and an abhorrence for anything that sug-
gests a-- problem or the solution thereof,
will not penetrate the possibilities of what
seems to be such a simple they may call
It absurd idea. There Is something in a
sweet and fragrant Dower that suggests
peace and good-wil- l, amity, forgiveness,
unsullied innocence, and all the finerat-trlbut- es

of the gentlest natures. Blos-
soms suggest the child In a
field of daisies, the gentle girl with violets
in ber corsage, the bride with orange blos-
soms entwined in her hair and roses In her
hand, the bright spot signifying loving
unforgetfulness in the chamber of the In-

valid, the quiet eternal peace of a life
well spent.

Violence and wickedness seem a3 far re-

moved from the fragrant blossom a3 pole
from pole, and the thoughts Inspired by
the bud and the. bloom arc manifestations
of .the best that ,1s in man and woman.

What memories may be awakened by the
cultivation of flowers in the Chicago penal
Institution none can venture, but the better
instincts of those hardened by repeated
transgressions are more likely to become
aroused in this way than by brooding in
the maddening monotony of bare walls.
Iron bars, and stern keepers. Who can
say that the odor of a rose will not revive
a dying conscience or that a simple carna-
tion, nurtured to its full beauty by an un-

fortunate creature, may not recall the
flower garden that once bloomed in homely
magnificence in some far away village that
for years has been but a dim memory?
An honest sentiment- - properly aroused will
prove the key to unlock' mare hardened
hearts than people are willing to admit in
this cynical age. And sentiment that will
aid the work of reform cannot be instilled
into any human being, however degraded,
by the manipulation of a club" or the inflex-
ible rules of an institution for the wicked.

Superintendent Sloan apparently recog-
nizes the tact that true reform must always
come from within, not from without He
seems to be an official with ideas and not
a mere mechanism, which disposes ot each
unfortunate that comes along in the same
routine way and lets 'that end It. Although
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the Chicago superintendent's plan is Utop-
ian to a degree. It is well worth the trial
he is to give it. tl

An ITnwelcome Prisoner,
If it be true that the Tagal leader Ale-

jandrino, has surrendered toMIajor.General
MacArthur. the Governmentlwill be' likely
to experlence""somo embarrassment as to
what to do with him., Strictly speaking
bis general status is that, of a municipal
rebel, guilty of treason and murder. In
this respect he Is on an exact plane of
equality with Aguinaldo, Pio 'del Pilar,
and the other Filipino generals.
They have never been recognized as bel-

ligerents and cannot under the law ot na-

tions propeiiy claim the treatment accorded.
to prisoners of war by civilized states.

But Alejandrino's case differs from that
ot some of his companions in crime In one
Important particular:- - He is "not only not
entitled to consideration as an honorable
enemy, but he has individually and delib-
erately forfeited bis life by an attempted
act of atrocity which it would be impolicy
for the Government to overlook, even were
It to spare the lives of Aguinaldo and other
Malay cutthroats. For this Alejandrino id

the native who, after Glllmore and his men
had been captured, stood them up bound
and blindfolded to be shot In the back, and
would have carried out his murderous In-

tention If some one in superior authority
had not Interfered.

Even if the insurgents had been recog-

nized as belligerents, and It was the Inten-

tion of the United States to treat the sur-

rendered bands and their officers as foreign
enemies with whom we had been at war
would be 'treated, Alejandrino, on account
of his perfidy in the Glllmore episode, would
stand outside of the pale of mercy, as- an
outlaw. Whatever Mr. McKlnlcy and his
advisers may Intend with respect to other
prisoners, this one should have short shrift
and a halter, just as soon as his captor
has secured the necessary evidence upon
which to hang him.

It is reported that the President desires
to be extremely kind and forgiving to those
who have taken part in the Aguinaldo
mutiny. But such amiability as would
save the neck of this particular miscreant
would be fatal to our prestige In the Phil-
ippines. Asiatics are Incapable of under-

standing "such benignity, and instead of
regarding It as an evidence of Christian
spirit, would look upon it as a proof of
American cowardice. But aside from that,
every principle of justice demands that a
creature capable of the offence against
humanity that Alejandrino tried to comm
In ordering the butchery of Lieutenant
Glllmore and his crew, should be tried by
drumhead court-marti- al and summarily ex-

ecuted.

Chairman Jones, of the Democratic Na-

tional Committee, at once should issue a
proclamation designating the 2d of Janu-
ary next the feast of St. Swearoff as a
day of "fasting, humiliation, and prayer,"
to be observed by all Democrats every-
where, and also in South Dakota. The
propriety of this action Is suggested by
the fact that In rearranging the Senate
committees, the Republicans have not only
cut down the minority places to the van-
ishing point, but have notified their vic-

tims that. In the assignments. Senator
Pettigrew Is to be considered as a Demo-
crat. It the Hon. James K. Jones has
done anything to Allison to deserve such a
contemptuous revenge, he ought to repent
quickly. This Is a little too much.

Long Is again doing his level best to get
his friend and protector into an unpopular
ard ridiculous position. He wants Presi-
dent McKlnlcy to ask that the thanks of
Congress be extended to Sampson "for
highly distinguished conduct In conflict
with the enemy, as displayed by him In the
destruction of the Spanish fleet at Santiago
de Cuba, on July 3, 189S." As Sampson was
miles away behind the horizon on the oc-

casion named, and as, if he bad been pres-
ent, he would not have been legally In com-
mand, the Long proposition must be taken
as indicating that not only a Congressional
investigation, but a commission de lunatico
irquirendo is needed In the Navy Depart-
ment.

Unless the charge that Major John A.
Logan was shot by his men, and not by
the Tagals, is sufficiently supported by evi-

dence to bring the crime home to the per-
petrators, it seems to us that the press
should drop the matttT out of consideration
for the feelings of a desolated wife and a
sorrowing mother. Logan is dead. Thosa
to whom he was dear cherish his memory
as that of a hero. It is the refinement ot
cruelty to raise such a hideous nightmare
as the murder story to further wrench their
wounded hearts.

It is reported that a new departure will be
made In the District Criminal Court when
the trial of Sncll for the murder ot the
little Welsenberger child Is called.. Accord
ing to the story afloat the talesmen who
will be examined as to their competency to
sit as jurors in the case are to be put
through the "knock-out- " examination pro-

cess, which was so interestingly applied at
the outset of the Molineux trial in New
York. If the same kind of questions asked
of the victims on that occasion are pro-

pounded here, the jury box Is likely to be
filled by about the Fourth of July.

Interested In Freaks.
(From the Chicago Evening Post.)

"Yes," he raid, speaking of the rich roan's
son, "he was born with a silver spoon in his
mouth." The little one in the corner became
suddenly interested and looked up from Iter book.
"Iteally, papa?" she asked, before anyone else
iiad a chance to speak. "Certainly," he answer-
ed. "I should think some museum would have
got him," &hc said thoughtfully.

A Whale In the Thames.
(From the London Tost.)

A Lottie-nose- d whale, forty feet long, weigh-
ing eight tons, and valued at 100, was stranded
at 12:20 o'clock yesterday afternoon off the Oan-no- n

Cartridge Buildings, Woolnrich Arsenal. It
came up the fiver with the tide, and when it
found itself stranded on the- - reed bed "blew"
furiously. In struggling to eape the whale in-

jured itself on the stones, coloring the river with
its blood. About 2 o'clock the crew of the
steam tug; Empress fastened a ropeto.it, drag- -
Keu ik ou me ucxeii, iuu toon it in igw, nun
the intention of consulting with the Thames
Conservatory as to what was to be done .with
the monster.

Bad Eton Penmanship.
(From the London News.)

In the current number of The Eton College
Chronicle" a sprightly- - article is devoted to the
question ct "Handwriting." It appears-- , that
l.ton boys are notorioua for their bad and illeg-
ible calligraphy, and generally remain 0 for the
rest of their lives. The writer thinks this may
be attributed to the art' being neglected when
they first join the school, bur also naively sug-
gests that another cause" may "be the setting ot
impositions. A third cause is suggested in the
frequency of the "trials," and in examination
the boy tries to cover as much ground as possible
with hit pen, not caring much as to whether
it' ran be read or not. indeed, possibly a boy
may think it very useful to confuse the examiner
as to whether he has written an a'"or1n "o,""
and an uodotted "i" sometimes serves a useral
purpose like a "u." At any rate, the
examinee might get the benefit of the doubt.
As a remedy it is suggested that Eton should
again appoint a writing master, or else the tutor,

tee landiy mother of us all," should 'undertake
the duty ot teaching bow to hold the 'pen.. Hand-
writing has always been the Cinderella, of the
arts. When Wolfe said he "would rather have
written that poem than take Quebec" he did
not refer la the pothook and hanger part ot the
business. After all, bad handwriting is generally
a delirht to look at so long u one is not asked
to decipher It,

OUR TROPICAL IMPORTS.

The TJnlted States BeneSted by the
Ken- Island Possessions.

The capacity of Cuba, Porto Rico, Ha-

waii, and to meet our con-

stantly growing requirements for tropical
products and the- - markets which they can
supply- - for our farm productions and manu-

factures in' exchange are attracting renewed
attention with the ot Con-
gress and the questions naturally coming
before that body. The annual Importations
of tropical products Into the United States
amount on an average to fully $250,000,000.

and are composed of raw materials required
by our manufacturers or foodstuffs demand-
ed by the general public The most Im-

portant Items in the fiscal year 1899 were
sugar, $95,000,000: coffee. $55,000,000; rub-
ber, $32,000,000; fibres, $20,000,000; tropical
fruits and nuts, $l,OOtL0O0; tropical, gums,
drugs, and dewoorlsf'tiO.OOO.OOO; tobacco
and manufactures,$12,000,000; cacao, cho-
colate, etc.-- $5,00(6000: spices $2,600,000;
cabinet woods, $2,000,000, and cork and
manufactures of, $1,50(7,000. Most of those
articles are produced inj greater or less de-
gree in the Islands. In question and 'form a
share In our importations from them. Su-
gar, coffee, and tropical fruits, as is well
known, are the principal productions of
Cuba, Porto Rico.' and the Hawaiian Isl-
ands, while these items with hemp added
form the chief exports of the Philippines,
hemp alone forming the largest item, of out
present importations from those islands.

The demands of these islands for the
classes of agricultural production and
manufactures produced In the United States
Is also very great. In the past, Cuba,
Porto Rico, and the Philippines have
drawn most of their supplies of those ar-
ticles from Spain. The importations into
Porto Rico from Spain In 189S amounted to
over $7,000,000, into Cuba from Spain in
that year, $26,000,000, and Into the Philip-
pines from Spain in the same year, nearly
$S,000,000, and all of these were either pro-
ductions of agriculture or manufactures.
Adding to these the supplies drawn by
those islands from other European coun-
tries, the market which they offered for
agricultural products and manufactures,
aside from those which they already drew
from the United States, was in that year
over $50,000,000.

In response to demands for Information
along these lines the Treasury Bureau of
Statistics has prepared a series ot tables
showing the imports into the United States
from Cuba and Porto Rico, and the im-
ports into those islands from Spain and
other European countries. In the state-
ment ot the imports into the United States
the years 1S93, 1895, and 1893 are separately
shown, those ot 1S9X being under the re-

ciprocity agreement, while those of 1896
show the trade immediately preceding the
war. In the statement ot Imparts into
those islands from Spain, 1S95 and 1S96
are selected as fairly typical years prior
to the Interruption by war. The amounts
are as follows:

For 1893. $4,008,623; for 1896, $2,296,653;
for 1898, $2,114,356. Imports free of duty
In 1896, $3,991,673; In 189S, $18,60S; in 1898,
$50,667; dutiable, 1893. $13,950; in 1896,
$2,218,015; in 1S98. $2,363,689.

The total sum of the imports into Spain
from Porto Rico In 1896 was $5,376.45". The
decrease in free, and Increase In dutiable
Imports Into the United States from Porto
Rico in 1S96 and 1898, compared with 1S93.
are due to the transfer in 1S94 of sugar and
molasses from the free to the dutiable list.
The commercial reports of Germany, Eng.
land, and France do not state separately
the Imports from Cuba and Porto Rico, but
the total imports were: In 1S96, into the
United Kingdom. $179,225; Germany,

France, $3,204,670. The principal
French imports were coffee, manufactured
tobacco, and sponges; the German, tobac-
co In all forms, and the United Kingdom,
mahogany. The United States imported
from Cuba In 1893. a total sum of $78,706,-50- 6;

In 1896, $10,017,730, and In 189S.
Those free of duty In 1893, amount-

ed to $66,059,639; In 1896, $2,074,763; In
1893, $276,000; dutiable in 1S93. $12,657,-13- 7;

In 1S96, $37.912.?i67; in 1S88, $11,956.-47- 7.

The decrease in' free, and Increase in
dutiable Imports in 1S96 and 189S, compar-
ed with 1893, are due. to the transfer in
1S94, of sugar and molasses from the free
to the dutiable list.

Spain imported from Cuba In 1S93. ma-

terial to the amount of $6,551,201.

POSTOFFICE AUTOMOBILES.

SeternI I'nolUelal Tet Made in Thin
Clir.

Postmaster Wilson, of Brooklyn, was In
the city Saturday, on business connected
with his department, and unofficI?lIly wit-

nessed several automobile tests, with the
Idea of Introducing them in the mall col
lection service of iBrooklyn. Mr. Wilson
expressed himself as being thoroughly in
sympathy with .the Postmaster General's
suggestions to Congress on the subject,
and said that he was particularly in fa-

vor of the machine which is operated By
steam.

Postmaster Merritt said to a Times re-

porter today that the horseless vehicle
was. in his opinion, just the thing for
making mail collections; and. with cer-
tain changes in the style of the machine,
to meet the requirements of the depart-
ment, he thought that they would be
adopted in a very short time.

POSTOFFICE FBAVD OBDEBS.

Officials Issue One Against an Invest-
ment Syndicate.

Since the exposure ot the methods of
the Franklyn Syndicate, and the conse-aue- nt

fraudulent use ot the mails in con-

ducting such operations, the Postoffice au-

thorities have been busy issuing fraud or-

ders restraining similar "syndicates"
from using the postal service to further
their schemes. The last of thes orders
was Issued today, in the case of Charles
H. White, of New York, who conducted
his operations under the name of White's
Information Bureau. He advertised to
pay large dividends to persons Investing
their money with him. White's scheme
is said to be the same as the Franklyn
Sindlcate's. He Is said to have gotten
away with $200,000. and at present his
whereabouts Is unknown.

A WHIPPING POST MOVED.

Its Location In a Delaware Tovyn Too
Prominent.

GEORGETOWN, Del., Dec 11 The
levy court last week ordered the whipping
post removed from the courthouse yard
and erected upon the jail property. The
former location was one of the most prom-
inent in the town within a few. feet of the
courthouse, near hotels, postoffice, bank,
and other public places, giving people an
unobstructed view of the whippings.

Its location In the future will be very
obscure, so 'whippings there will not be
witnessed by as many people
as when the post was located near the
courthouse.

An Cnneceasary Rebuke.
(From the San Francisco Wave.)

A youthful Stockton man rushed to catch a
river boat for San Francisco, but was about two
minutes late. The steamer was six feet out as
he reached the dock. He swung his grip aboard
and. jumping., caught a rope and a post and. held
fast. Everyone imagined he had fallen in. The
captain, peering over the side, saw bis- Intrepid
passenger. "Here, you,'- - he shouted, "by jimmy
crickets, don't you ever do that again!" The
passenger had hauled himself aboard by this time,
and, turning a look of scorn at the captain, said:
"What do you think J m going to do Jump back
and try it over!" i' 1

An Inventive Genius.
(From the Chicago Post)

He had one of these" patent umbrellas that
open when you touch's sprtng-r-a the handle, and
as he. drifted into a cfcea pleating house he hesi-
tatingly approached the desk, and said:

"I'm temporarily broke. Can I put this up for
a meair- - - -'

The man behind tW desk gave a quick glance
at the d lli and nodded
his head. -y 4

Thereupon; the stnuwcrj, touched the spring,
thus putting the umMellaup.

The man behind theesU breathed bard for a
minute, and then said: ,

v"lt'a on me. Youf cud have the best there
isjn the house." iy -

SOXXAB. DINNER PROPOSED.

Committee Reorsanlsed to Repeat
Last Year's Polltleal Feast.

NEW TORK 11. The working-men- 's

JefferEonlan Dollar Dinner Commit-
tee, which created the rumpus last year
that resulted in the rival dollar dinners,
was reorganized this evening at 45 Uni-

versity Place. A. J. Boulton was chair-
man, and D. B.. yan VIeck acted as secre-
tary. About a dozen of the leaders In the

I last worklngmen's dollar dinner move
ment attended tne meeting, ine meeting
was called to arrange for giving a dollar
dinner In. honor of Lincoln's birthday next
February.

It was decided to Invite William J. Bry-
an 'and former Governor Altgeld and not
to fix the date of the dinner until word
reaches the chairman from them as to
whether they can attend. If they can at-

tend, they are to be requested to name
the date nearest to Lincoln's birthday that
will be most convenient for them.

It was decided to Invite Senator Mason
and one or two other Republicans who are
opposed to the present Administration An
Invitation committee consisting of J. J.
Foote and John S. Crosby, D. B. Van
VIeck, W. J. Bourke, and A. J. Boulton,
was appointed and the meeting was ad-

journed subject to the call of the chair.

FOB SENATOE FBOM IOWA.

An Important Point Scored by
Friends of Mr. Gear.

DES MOINES. Dec 11 The friends of
John H. Gear have scored an Important
point in the campaign for his to
the United States Senate over A. B. Cum-

mins, member of the Republican Rational
Committee.

The friends of Cummins are trying to
organize the lower house in the Interest of
their man by electing a speaker wno win
make up the committees in a way to pro-

mote his candidacy. The Gear managers
have been handicapped in meeting this plan
of campaign by having two candidates for
speaker in their" ranks.

One of them, M. L. Temple, has iow
withdrawn In the Interest ot the other, D.
H. Bower, who will probably be elected
over W. L. Eaton, the Cummins candidate,
as Gear men are believed to be In a ma-

jority. It is greatly beneficial to Gear's
chances.

A COMPLIMENT TO LOWNDES.

Maryland Agricultural Courier's Itm.
oIutioUN of necrret.

COLLEGE PARK. Md., Dec 11. The
board of trustees of the Maryland Agri-

cultural College have passed resolutions
regretting the termination of the services
of Governor Lowndes as president of the
board. In the resolutions they say that
they have always regarded him as a friend
ot the institution, and that bis services
have tended to the Improvement and

of the college.
A committee composed of Messrs. W.

Scott Whiteford. Murray Vandlver, and
David Seibert will go before the legislature
this year and try to secure an appropria-
tion to add to the main bluldlng and erect
buildings for the professors on the college
grounds.

CHICAGO NEEDS MONEY.

The mc Town Face to I'm--e AVI til n
Financial Crlnln.

CHICAGO, 111., Dec. 11. Chicago is fac-

ing a financial crisis and is confronted by
the fact that with increasing expenses she
has constantly decreasing revenues. A spe-

cial session of the legislature is looked
upon by the city officials as the only means
whereby relief can be obtained.

Chicago received $4,420,000 for corporate
purposes from the tax levy not enough
to maintain the city and fire department
and the city had to depend upon saloon li-

censes and other special sources of income
for its maintenance. It has been supposed
that instead of $4,500,000 the city would in

$6,000,000 or $7,000,000 at least from
the tax levy, but the figures from Spring-
field have convinced the city officials that
the maximum possible will be $1,600,000.

FIRE IN AUGUSTA, GA.

The ArlliiBtnn Hotel and Oilier
Ilullilliijrtt Ientroed.

AUGUSTA, Ga., Dec. 11. At on earlj
hour yesterday morning Augusta was swept
by one of the most disastrous fires that
ever visited this city. The damage amount-
ed to $500,000.

The fire was first discovered In the rear ot
the second-stor- y of J. B. White's wholesale
store. The department was summoned at
once, but when it arrived the flames had
already made serious headway and the fire-

men in the face of a stiff breeze were pow-

erless to check their progress.
The Arlington Hotel was destroyed. As

soon as the fire was discovered guests of the
house were awakened and all escaped. Chief
Roulett seeing that the Augusta depart-
ment was powerless to handle the fire alone
telegraphed to Savannah for help. The
electric lights all over the city were extin-
guished.

BUINED BY THE TOBNADO.

A BlRr Coffee Concern of Porto Rico
Goes Under.

PONCE, P. R., Dec. 11. The first failure
on account of the hurricane la that of Felici
Costa & Co., who have been declared bank-
rupt, owing to action in the United States
Provisional Court.

Their liabilities are $400,CC0 and assets
$500,000, but the latter consist largely of

paper of planters and others.
Henry Fritze has been appointed com-
missioner and Mcrminio Armstrong re-

ceiver.
The Arm has been established thlrly-flv- e

years, and did a large coffee and general
commission business.

SILVEB IN PENNSYLVANIA.

Valuable Deposits of Mineral Dis-
covered In Pike County.

MILFORD, Pa., Dec. 11. The discovery
has just been made that valuable deposits
of lead and silver are located beneath the
soil of Pike county. Charles Conkling, a
Westfall township farmer, while hunting
in the vicinity of his home on Thanksgiv-
ing Day, saw several sparkling places and
dug up a few chunks, which were very
heavy. A chemist found that they con-

tained over 80- - per cent lead and- - a fair
percentage of silver.

Conkling will not disclose the location of
the And. and will probably form a com
pany to mine the minerals.

Crete's New Prosperity.
(From the London Chronicle.)

The English people are so absorbed in their
own affairs at present that they have no atten-
tion to give to poor little Crete, which rilled the
public eye such a short time ago. And yet his-
tory is being made there history as bright as
the past has been gloomy. Every report con-
firms the news that the new regime is prospering.
The best part ot tho news is that the Christians
and Mussulmans are getting on admirably to-
gether. When the Queen of Greece paid a visit
to the island the "ether day one of her most cor
dial receptions came from a deputation of Mus-
sulman ladies, who brought her flowers and gifts.
Prince George is very popular is the island, and
the .Greek influence is everywhere predominant.
The Greek' language is spoken in the Assembly.

Conjrratalatfons Not in Order.
(From the Detroit Free Press.)

'The amateur elocutionist was tossed and torn
by conflicting emotions.

The performance of the night trforc, whrn he
had appeared the sole entertainer at a charity
function, the management of which had paid him
?10 for his services, was the cause of It alL

But why mourn!
A friehd burst in upon him to offer congratula-

tions. The friend had not attended the recital.
"How did it go off I" lie asked clierily, grasping

the young man's hand in both his, as he spoke.
Was the audience carried away?"

was the doubtful reply. "They, left
of their own accord." ' 9

Under such circumstances a person jiever knows
whether to smile cr assume a saddened cast of
countenance.

CONSUL MACKU1C8 KD3SION.-

It Is Believed He Has Advices He
Feared to Trmst to Cable.

EAST LIVERPOOL. Ohio. Dec. IL
Friends here ot Charles .E. .Macrum, United
States Consul at Pretoria, say that he se-

cured leave of absence from his post in
order that- - he might bring to this country
information that he is unwilling to trust
to the cables.

Recent letters furnish a, clew s mys-

terious mission. They prove., that he .was
on the best possible terms with President
Kruger, and in letter" after letter he says
plainly and fearlessly that be believes the
Boers have been forced Into an unjust war.
Aldebert S. Hay, son of the Secretary ot
State, who has been appointed to the place,
is a noted Anglomanlac.

Consul MacrunCs friends here say that
after he took charge of the 'British inter-
ests at Pretoria his relations with the Beer
Government were more friendly than ever,
and that he was fully prepared to stay, at
his post until the necessity arose for him
to bring home Important Btate secrets

These are believed to be from President
Kruger, who has asked Macrum to return
to the United States with an appeal to this
country, if not in alliance with Great Bri-

tain; to render as great, an aid to the
Transvaal Republic as France did to the
Americans, for then Europe would Imme-
diately intervene.

WHAT THE HAWATTANS WANT.

Robert Wilcox Ulneamei the Xeeda
of the Islanders.

SEATTLE. Wash, Dec. 11 Hobert Wil-

cox, the Hawaiian Royalist who was sen-

tenced to thirty-fiv- e years at, hard labor
for Inciting a revolution, and who was
subsequently pardoned by President Dole,
is In Seattle, on his way to "Washington.
In an Interview, be said:

"I am a native-bor- n Hawaiian, and it
a territorial form of government is estab-
lished, the natives desire one of their
number for governor. They have selected
me for the position, and while in Wash-
ington, I shall urge my own appointment.

"We want the crown lands apportioned
among the rightful heirs, my wife and
Mrs. F. S. Pratt Instead of being made
Government lands.

"I will urge the United States to give
former Queen LlliuokalanI $200,000. She
is proud, and will not ask for a pension.
I shall ask for laws that will give the
natives equal rights with other residents,
especially In the matter of franchise. As
It Is now, we have no voice in political
matters.

"Hawalians accept annexation, because
they have to. We would rather see Queen
Lll on the throne, but accept present con-
ditions because we are powerless."

HOPE FOB THE NIA.GABA GONE.

More Proofs That the Steamer Went
IJotvn In Lake Brlf.

BUFFALO, N. 1, Dec. 11. Conclusive
evidence of the sinking of the steamer Ni-

agara, with twelve persons on board, near
Long Point, while the boat was on Its way
from Port Perry, Georgiana Bay. to Buf-

falo, last night, was found yesterday by
tugmen patrolling the beach. The tugs,
costly from Port Coiborne, Ontario, pick-
ed up many pieces o? timber which have
been positively identified a3 parts of fbe
missing steamer. The owners of the boat
say they have given t-- hope. None af the
bodies have been found, and an accurate list
cf the lost may ne-e- r be had, as the only
list known of was in the boat when it .vent
down.

On& of the first men to dUcocr the
wreckage was John Morrow, ilrt mate cf
the steamer M. T. Greene, whos-- j wife was

cook on the Niagara. She leaves two
sons, one of them a sailor, in Marine City,
ilith.. where the family lived.

CHILD PBEVENTS A STBIKE.

Altoimn Girl Ilefir-- t Klulit Hundred
Workmen and Wins.

ALTOONA, Pa., Dec 11. By remaining
at ber loom, in defiance of SOO strikers, one
little girl prevented a tieup at the Altoona
silk mills.

One hundred weavers employed at the
mills stopred work because their demand
for increased wages was refused.

A general strike of the SOO operatives
had been planned, but when an effort by
John Burns, to throw the belts off the loom
at which the one girl continued at work
was frustrated by foremen, TOO employes
returned to their work.

The 100 operatives who first struck sto
still out.

WBECKED SEAMEN LANDED.

Crew of an Abandoned Bnrk Safely
Rescued.

NEW YORK, Dec. 11. The Belgian
steamer Wordsworth, of the Tamport and
Jlolt Line. Captain Graham, arrlvjd in
Quarantine last night from Brazilian ports,
having on board the first and second
mates and ten seamen of the Norwegian
bark Johannis. Captain Pendrlkser, who
were taken on board at Barbados. The
Johannis left Albany. Australia, bound
for London, laden with a cargo of hard
wood logs, on November 17.

She sprung a leak, and after continually
pumping for eleven days, on November
2S, all hands abandoned her and took to
the boats, keeping company with one an-

other for five days and four nights,
finally landing at Barbados, whence they
were sent to New York by the Norway
consul. Captain Pendrlkser remained in
Barbados awaiting a steamer for Eu-
rope.

BBITISH NAVY BESEBVES.

Training of a Force In Canada Un-

der Consideration.
TORONTO, OnL, Dec 11. It is not gen-

erally known that the British Govern-

ment is making preparations for organ-

izing and training a royal navy reserve
in Canada. Toronto authorities recently
wrote Sir Louts DavUa, Canadian Minis-
ter of Marine, for permission to place a
vessel in Lake Ontar'o. to serve the pur-
pose of a school for men for service in
the royal navy. Sir .Louis Davies has ed

as follows:
"The? whole subject of the organization

and training of a royal naval reserve for
Canada. Is now, and has been for months
pasL, under the care of Her Majesty's Im-

perial and Canadian Governments."

CDKRENT HUMOR.

Two Xouenfltlca,
(From the Chicago TVibune.)

"Ah, here is mr friend, the dodo, affablr
SDoke the J. Feniniore Cooper Indian. We can
sjmpatliize witn eacn ourer, friend Dodo. Wc
are both extinct.

'There can be no eympathy between us," cold-- lj

replied the dodo, turning its tail feathers on
the other shade, "t really existed ence, and you
never did.

A Lively Infant.
(From Puck.)

4The automobile U in its infancy."
'Vel. I hope when it grows up it will nuke

less "noise."

How She Did It.
(From Answers.)

"They say Maud didn't succeed u a nurse in
the Traivvaal.

"No; he aroused the patient eTcry few min-
utes to ask him if he was comfortable."

Cynlclm.
(From the BaUiraore'Amencan.)

Mr. Readem Oom Paul is a man of hisk prin-
ciples, anyway. I see that jie jrot up and left
the theatre in Paris when the ballet came on.

"3Ir. Readem Bet he went out to find where the
stage door was located.

Natural Cariosity.
(From the Chicago Tribune.)

"Say, Cap'n," aaid the man from beyond the
tfuburba, "do you ever fall while you're walkin
around on them ten-fo- rtiltsf

"I fall every day, regular." solemnly replied
tlie advertisinfr faker. "Got to do it. It's a
part of my contract. Too'II sea me fall when1 1

come to a place where there roam.?
This ia why an eager spectator followed Mm

for the next three hours and thai went home a
disappointed man..

NOTES OP THE DAY.

You can buy tea in China for X 11 cent per
pound. .

Uncle Sam iisued 200,000,000 two-ce- ctamp
Inlaw.

It Is said that h of the world is still
unexplored. - ; I

No fewer than 112 famlrfes of Injurious Insects
tcx farmers.

An English clergyman! wedding fees exceed' "25.QQ0 & year. -

The chafing dieh U an accessory to the nursery
In preparing epecial food for children.

The "Adamlcss dinner." at which men are U
booed, ira new fad among society women.

Poultry scimom for clipping wings and Icgf
are a welcome addition to iliccarring set.

A British Clumber of Commerce, outhcrized by
the prime minister of the Bey, has just been es-

tablished at Tunis.
The Cuban colony of Tampa celebrated tha

thirty-firs- t anniversary of the raising of tha
Cuban flag in Cuba. u

Indianapolis lias 3,200 doss licensed and 1.C0O
unlicensed, and still has no public place where
one of thm can get a drink of water.

Cleveland has one policeman to every l,0UItf
the population, while Ik ton ha one to every

33 persons, and Buffalo one to every 5&. '(i
Milwaukee Is to iave a new museum of n

and Revolutionary war relics, under the
auepicts of the Milwaukee' Monument Association.

Pope Pius IXs private library i offered for
sale at a Roman luok auction. Many volumes are
In art let ic bindings, bearing the late Pope's
arms.

New York has a wrbool in connection with the
fire department, where firemen are taught to
scale buildings, catch dummies, and handle fur-
niture.

The output cf iron ore from the mines In Italy
during the jear, 180S amounted to only 190,111
ton, as compared with 200,T0i tons in the pre-
vious year.

Women grooms to attend ycun pcrtons when,
they ride is a recent London innovation. Pro-
priety gains and a new occupation is provided
for women. '

Ten torpedo beat deytrojers of the Sokol typ?,
but with a speed of only twenty-w- knots, have
lieen ordered by the Kuivian Government ot the
Neva work.

A number of caes of illne in German garrisons
are reported, due to- - spoiled gectre and bad jv
tatoea. Xot a tingle inrtance of e was
traced to American meat.

Schliemaim's Palace on the Phidias Ftreet in
Athens ban been bought br the German Govern-
ment for the use of the German Archaeological
Institute. TLe price paid was feO.OOQ.

Mtthijran will endeavor to have a law pa?vd
that will a Hot the u&e of convicts in the building
and rp pairing of the State highways. Kentuckj
will have a similar law before its legislature.

company with $30,000 capital, largely sub-

scribed in Xew Haven,. Conn., where its treasurer
and two directors Ine, has been incorporated
under the laws ot Delaware torsive fruit in Porte
Rico.

Massachusetts is making a hard fight for the

passage of a law compelling the railroad in tit
State to carry bicycles a baggage. Fourteea
Sratfs have passed this law, and Massachusetts if
expected to get into line.

The reports of the trial of the Holland subma-

rine boat have created great interest in London
and the newspapers there and in Parir are full ot
deKTiptions of the variout submarine cralt is
process of building throughout the world.

La Sociedad Talleras U th
title of a company which Iia jut been formed
in Madrid, with a capital of ?10tf.000. to establi
electrical enjrineerins: work. The works wit
eventually manufacture telephone appliance.

The New York State Commiiioners to tlie Parii
Exposition hare appropriated $1,23) for a daiiy
exhibit from Xew York, $1,0jO for a photographi
display, ?I,22 for a fruit exhibit, and .00J foi
securing and furnishing State headquarters ii
Paris.

Most of the Eastern States and many in thi
West will have good roads and cycle path bilh
introduced into the lesMaturca this winter. Ar
added factor of strength in the fight for the pa
sige cf these bills will be the support of tin
farmers.

It fa significant that the Central Ted-ra- te

L'nion, of Xew York, which has heretofore helt
Its meetings in a hall where beer could be ea?ilj
procured, has decided to ue a new hall and tt
do away with that feature of the gatherings ii
the future.

Turkey has been engaged in war 35 ycrs of th
present century, considerably more than

of the time; Spain comes next with 31 vean
of war; France has 27 years: Rufmj. tiz Italy,
23; England, 21; Autria, 17; lloland, 14, and
Cermany, 13.

A Hungarian philologi-- l thinks he ha diMMvered

the original language of nun. He has found that
the great group of language, Se-

mitic, Hamitie, and Altaic, are all ba.ed on be-

tween two hundred and three hundred ancient
Chinese root, some of which have disappeared
from the Chine- - language and arc new founi
only in Japanese.

The Federation of Churches of Pittaburg has
investigated tenement boue condition in that
city. "Sixty persons sleeping (half by night and
half by day, apparently) in three email rooms
contaminated by two typhoid fever sufiVrerV
one of the dmwerie which has been made by
the Allegheny department of charities. Ten to
fifteen boarders, mostly Hungarian, in one room
eerm to be the normal state of affair in a certain
section.

A woman who Iiai lived in the Tran-va- saya

that there are no "old maid in South Africa,
and that the supply of wives is never equal to
the demand. A school teacher seldom remains a

teacher for more than one term, for the admira-
tion of the young Boer planters U so great for
a woman gifted enough to read and H!, and
thrifty enough to earn money with her brain, that
some o bachelor eoon persuades her to
marry him.

The town cf Jrian, Minn., is overrun with

cats, and the local council is seriously thinking
of offering bounties for the destruction of the
surplus felines. At a recent meeting ot that body

the town clerk stated that a conservative esti-

mate placed the number of cats wihicg the bor-

ough limits at 3,500, or more than three time
the human population, which i 1,100. The res-
ident engage in bees twice a week,
but the'ammals multiply more rapidly than tbey
can be killed.

The 'Westminster Gazette" tells of an Fcglish

night editor who fonnd in a despatch thi in-

formation: "The Boers have taken umbrage."
and who wrote for it a delayed headline, start-
ing of in thi st)Ie: ."Capture of Umbrage b the
Boers;" lie tried to pad li3 despatch by eivin?
an account ot the. location of Umbrage, but was
unable to find a town of that name in the gaz-

etteer. It may le oheaerved tliat the exploit
of this night editor throws ordinary new?papzr
blunders in the shade.

The newly founded town of Triangle, Tex.,
promises to be unique. It is laid out in the
form of an equilateral triangle; its lots are tri-

angular in shape, and the ground plan of each
of the twenty-thre- e houses whifh have thus far
been erected "there u The three
principal streets are named Equilateral, Scalene,
and IsoKTles and the residents have even carried
their curious ideas into the local government,
which convicts of a calIcd triangular council,
having three members.

It has been- - discovered in St. Paul that eleetrio
ground connections, made by attaching wires to
water pipes, not only ruin the pipes by elec
t roll sis, but seriously interfere with the operation

of the water metres. In one case a metrt
through which a large quantity of water was dis-
charged failed to regieter. This was n extreme
case and easily detected, but what the cfTect-ha- s
been upon the indicators in caws where the cur-
rent is not so strong the officers of the water
board have no means to determine. To protect
themselves; however, tbey have ordered the re-
moval of all electric wires from the water pipes.

How little regard is given to Kaier Wilhelm'a
edicts against gambling by officers has been
shown in the recent "InnocenU Club" gambling

trial in Berlin. The three officers accused were
acquitted, the charge that they cheated breaking
'down through the excess of xeal of a detective,
while charges that the club was organ Uedlbr
the purpose of plucking pigeons fell throughMa
account ot the disappearance of essentul vitcec
who turned up after the trial was over. ThsHtes-timon- y

of the witnesses, many of tbem atAccr
who bad relations with the defendants, sMeJ
up the habit of German officers in a wty.Hliat
has shocked Berlin. One result ot the trial has
been the flocking to Berlin of gamblers from all
parts of Europe.

A. C, llankemoller, of Holland, has obtained
a patent for the production of artificial whale-

bone from tendons, especially the strong tendons
of the land legs ot animals. The novelty of the
procea consists of producing an article ot con-

siderable value from parts which have hitherto
been abandoned to the glucmaker; and it is claim-

ed that the artificial whalebone- - surpasses the
natural article both In elasticity
The procew is explained in a few words, js fol-

lows: After removing from the fresh orsaltcd
tendons (dried ones canot be used) all adhering
Hteh or akin, they arc thrown into a water solu-
tion .of salt of chrome of about ten to twenty

'per cent of their weight. Chromate of alumi-
num and one-ha-lf of one part of chloride oi
sodium is preferable. This tanning lasts from four
to ten days, according to the thickne&s of tho
tendon and the tt.resgth of the solution. Th
tanned matter is then pressed between warn
plates, and in afterward cut-iat- strips for use.
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