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ADVANGE OF THE BRITISH

General Roberis Presses Forward
in Pursait of the Boers.

The Durghers Reported to Be Re-
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dMake Their Stand at

Stronghold—Preparations

ward
May
That
Transfer

Next
to
the Free State Govera-
Heilbrun—Losses of the
the Fight With

Hunter at Fourteen Streams—Gor-

ment to

Federalists imn

don Highlauders Rout a Commando

LONDON, May 9.—Although official
despatches from General Roberts have been
made public by the War Office today, there
is every reason to believe that the British
campaign in the Orange Free State is being
most successfully prosecuted.

In lieu of official reports from the front,
eeveral news despatches of a generally sat-
character have been received,
teady progress of the English
wake of the flying burghers.
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The British occupation of Winburg and
£enekal is said to have frightened the Bo-
ers who fear that their retreat may be
cut off.

ASSURANCES FROM STEYN.

The Free State President Predicting
Foreign Intervention.
LONDON, May 9.—It is reported that
President Steyn, of the Orange Free State,

is busy in the Ladybrand district.

He is assuring the burghers that the
Roer peace delegates are sure to sueceed in
their mission, and that foreign intesven-
tien is certain.

PEACE RESOLUTIONS PASSED.

Premier Schreiner’s Constituents
Meet at Malmesburg.

CAPE TOWN, May 8.—A meeting in fa-
ver of peace was held at Durbanvilie, Cape
Colony, yesterday.

At Malmesburg, which is mnot far from
Durbanville, Premier Schreiner’s constitu-
ents passed a resolution in favor of an hon-
peace between Great Britain and
the Boer Republics.

BOERE DESERT LADYBRAND.

orable

They Destroy Documents Concerning
the Origin of the War,
MASERU, May $.—The Boers have de-

serted Ladybrand and Ficksburg,

They took a lot of books and documents
with them and destroyed such others as
might give informat on as to the origin of
the war and the supplying of the Free
State burghers and Cape Colony rebels
with Mausers from the Transvaal.

A BRITISH SHIP WRECKED.

Twenty-two of the Crew
Lost nt Sen,

MELBOURNE, May 9.—The British ship
Slerra Nevada, Captain Scott, which sailed
from Liverpecol for Melbourne, on January
16, and was spoken on February 2, in lati-
tude 38 north and longitude 15 west, has
been wrecked.

There are no details of the disaster be-
yond the fact that twenty-twe members
of the crew were lost and five saved.
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CONFERS WITH MR. M'KINLEY.

Governor Roosevelt an Early Caller
at the White House.
Governor*Roosevelt, who up to the pres-
ent time has been most prominently men-
tioned as a Vice Presidential possibility on
the ticket with Mr. McKinley, called on
the President this morning. He was ac-
companied only by his private secretary,

Mr. Young.

They arrived at the White Housc at
10:40 o'clock, and were at once shown into
the President’s private office. There they
remained for thirty-five minutes. At the
conclusion of the conference Governor
Roosevelt announced that he had abso-
lutely nothing to say.

“Will you be a Vice Presidential candi-
date?” he was asked,

“l really don’t want to say anything
about that.”

“You have already anncunced, with em-
phasis, that you will not accept the honor,
have you not?" enquired a newspaper man.

“Well, I have announced that with mod-
erate emphasis," replied the Governor, with
a smiling stress on the “moderate.”

“l am here on a social visit,” he con-
cluded. “Of course, I shall deal with poli-
tics in the broad sense of meeting people.”

It was currently reported around the
White House this morning that the Gov-
ernor will either nominate or second Mr.
McKinley's nomination at the Philadelphia
Convention.

After leaving the White House
Roosevelt called upon Secretary
the War Department,
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MINISTER DATO STONED.

Demonstrations Against the Spanish
Government at Tarrassa.
BARCELONA. May 9.—Senor Dato, Min-
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FUSIONISTS AT SICUX FALLS.

Lively Discussion of the Vice Presi-
i dential Nomination.
| SIOUX FALLS, 8. Dak., May ¢
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At the opening today thecredentialscom-
submitied two reports. nator
for the majority, re-
in favor of seating the Fyler dele-
Michael Kenealey, of Stamford, the

of Suffield

home of Sam Feeceenden, addreszed the
convention aga a majerity report, :nd
presented a minority report by
Ytmself and five other: of the credentials

committee of twenty-foar members.

He charged the Fyler men with running
a rump caucus at Cornwaill and leaving the
regular caucus because they sail esome
Demoecrats were present. This, too. he
said, after Democrats, who had arted with
the Republicans and intended to vote with
the Republians the coming fall, had been
invited to participate in the cau~us. But,
the speaker said, there was no seceding
until the Fyler crowd found themeelves in
the minority.

The selection of State Committeemen
from the twenty-four Senatorial Districts
insures the re-election of Chairman Fyler
by about 16 to 8. The caucuses were held
this morning.

M'LEAN LIKELY TO CONTROL.

Hisx Plan for Choosing Delegates to
Ohio’s Demoeratic Convention.
CLEVELAND, Ohio, May 9.—John R.
McLean is making a quiet contest to con-
trol the Democratic State Convention and
Ohio delegation to the Kansas City Con-
vention. He has suggested that as far as
possible all delegations to the State con-
vention be named by the county commit-
tees. If this is generally carried out, it
is claimed, be will have the control of the

State convention.

The plan of naming the delegation with-
out the resort to a primary election is
severely criticised by Mr. MdLean's oppo-
nents. McLean, it is generally conceded,
will control the Obio delegation to Kansas

City.

It is likely that the Bucleye delegation
to Kansas City will be headed by Abraham
Patrick. of New Philadelphia. Patrick’s
desire to be Bryan's running mate is sald
to be received with great favor in the
State. The first State on the roll call,
which is Alabama, will, it ie said, in case
his name comes before the National Con-
vention vote for nim.

Other candidates for delegates at large,
who are being talked of with favor through
the State are Col. James Kilbourne, - of
Columbus; Gen. Igaac R. Sherwood, of
Toledo; Gen. J. A. Warner, of Marjetta,
and Allen W. Thurman, of Columbus,

Complete stocks for Frome House
buildings. Everything necessary. Call at G6th and
New York Ave, . -
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[NDUCTED INTO OBFICE

Commissioners Maecfarland
Ross Assume Their Duties.

and

The Former Is Eleccted President of
“the New Board=Complimentary
Speeches and a Present for
Wighit, the Retiring Member, From

the Distriet Buailding Employes.

The inauguration of the new Board of
Commissioners took place this morning at
the District Building. At an early hour
the desks of Commissicnérs Wight and
Ross were covered with flowers sent in by
cheir friends, which gave to the executive
offices a aoliday apperrance.

During the morning the friends of Mr.
Wight, the retiring Commissioner, calicd
upon him to pay their respects and ex-
press their best wishes for the future. Rou-

tine business was at a standstill, and It
was impossible even to obtain a hearing
for the latest appeal for the release of
assessments in a street extension in the
suburbs. The Di 3uilding with ha

of departments, its hundreds of
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ion of your labor. Bt wherever

¥ be, may good health and a kindly
fortune be with you. We who remain be-
hind wifl do better work for the inspira-
tion drawn from three years' service *ith
you, and will ever be proud, if we may
say that we have been numbered among
your friends.”

H. d. Darneille, the District Assedfor,
then arose and said: .

“Mr. Wight, we are assembled here
this morning to bid you a fond official
adieu, and in some littie way to give ex-
pression to our kindly feelings. We had
first intended to smother you with Sowers;
but after more deliberate consideration, we
were brought face to face with the stern
fact that flowers, in a few short days.
would wither and decay, and it was the
consensus of opinion that we should tender
you some little gift instead, that might be
of service to you in the future. And
learning that you intended taking a trip
out West, decided to presen: you with this
memento of our hizh esteem, and trusting
that in after vears it may bring back a few
pleazant recollections of your friends in
the District service. And epeaking for
those present, I wish to say that our worst
wish for you is, that you may always have
health, and that ro evil may ever cross
your path, and that the goddess of fortune
may ever smile upon you.

‘““Now, on behalf of the employes of the
District of Columbiz . I tender you this
case, and we hope it may be of service to
you, and at least last until you are rich
encugh to buy cone studded with d¢ia-
monds.” .

The memento referred to was a hand-
some sole leather dressing case fitted out
with all the necessary toilet articles of
silver.

Mr, Wight's Reply,

In replying to the sentiments expressed,
Mr. Wight was visibily affected. His wvoice
trembled with emotion, and he spoke for
some minutes with difficulty.

‘“What you have said, Dr. Woodward and
Mr. Darneille, together with the bestowal
of this gift moves me deeply,” he said.

Mr. Wight then referred to the kindly
relations which had existed between him-
self as President of the Board and the
Always Coel at Chesapeake Beach,

Two daily excursion trains, 1€ 2. m. and 2
m. Take Columbia car to depot. -

Ice Box Linings, Spruce Flooring,
No. 1 and clear, 3c per foot. F. Libbey & Co,

Mr. |

heads of departments, saying that his work
as Commissioner would have been com-
paratively a failure but for the loyalty of
subordinates which had been couspicuous
on all occasions.

Mr. Wight declared that he should ecarry
with him in the future not only a grateful
remembrance of faithful service on the
part of those before him, but the proofs of
their friendship. He said he was consecious
of a deep feeling of persomal regard for
the men with whem he had labored for the
good of the District, and he was sure that
similar feelings were entertained by them
toward himself.

““Congenial relations of common employ-
ment may be severed, but friends never
part,” he continued. “Though they sep-
arate for a time and tread different paths,
their hearts are together,” and Mr. Wight
added that he was happy in the conscious-
ness that he should not be entirely forgot-
ten in his retirement from office.

i peintments, I gratefully accept from you as
| the token of that persoral rega d of which
you have been kind enough to speak. It
shall be a constant reminder of your de-
votion to me personaliy.”

The Oath of Office Administered.

At the close of his brief response to the
addresses given him, Mr Wight sugg-sted
that the oath of office be administered m-

Messrs. Ross and Macfariand, and that he
’n;lght be permitted to present thoze P es-
ent to the new member of the Board. This
was &greed to, and Dr. Willam Tindall,
Secretary to the Board, stepped forward
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A custom taching to taking of the
oath of office by the Distrivt Commission-
ers is for each to select ane or two verses
the copy of the Bible, used to be re-
1 with the oath cn the Secretary’s

cok. T Mr. Macfariand chose Prov-
erbs ili:5

“Trust in the Lord with all thine heart,
and lean not unto thine-own understand-
ing.”

“In all thy ways acknowledge Him and
He shall direct thy paths.”

Former Commissioner Wight left the
District Bullding soon after the installation
of Mr. Macfariand as bis suecessor, going
to his home. He remarked upen leaving
his room that the sense of freedom as a
private citizen overcame all regrets over
the retitement from office. As already an.
nounced, Mr. Wight expecis to take an ex-
tended trip in the West, starting within a
few weeks.

THE PEORIA CONVENTION.

“

Second Day's Session of the Illinois

Republicans.
PEORIA, Iil., May 9.—At the second
day's session of th Illinbis Republican

Couvention, which convened at 11 o’clock,
a commitiee to select delegates-at-large to
the National Convention and Presidential
electors-at-iarge reported in favor of the
election of Joseph G. Cammon, of Danville,
Jobn G. Brown, of Vandalia; Hale D. Jud-
son, of Kane county, and John M. Smyth,
of Chicage, as delegates-at-large.

The report of the platfdrm committee
contained endorsements of Senator Cullom,
IGovernz‘,r Tanner, and President McKin-
ey.

Government Recvipts Today,
The receipts of the Goverment today

amounted to $1,827,295.57, composed of
customs, $894,283.09, nternal revenue
$882,321.27, miscellancous $50,691.21 The

expenditures reached the sum of $1 985,000,
resulting in ap excess of expenditures over
rceipts today amounting to $I157,704.43.

Leave of Absence for Major Mansfield

Four months’ leave of absence has been
granted by the Secretary of War to Major
Francis W. Mansfield, Eleverth Uunited
States Infantry, to take effect upon his re-
lef from duty as collector of customs at
Pooce, Porte Rico.

Report on the Memerial Bridge.

Senator Daniel today reported favorab'y
from the Committee on the District of Co-
lumbia the bill appropria.ing $200,000 for
preliminary construction of a Memcrial
Bridge across the Potomac from Washing-
ton to Arlicgton.

Chesapeake Beach—Excursion Trains

Leave daily, 10 a. m. and 2 p. m. Last train
Jeaves Beach 6:30 p. m. 50 eents round trip.
Take Columbia car to depot.
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HANNA'S GATHMANN GON

Secretary Long Reporis Adversely
on Iis Use for Warships.

| Absolutely Nothing of Merit in the
FProponed Implement War
Which the Ohio Seunator Tried
to Foist Upon the Government.
The Important Secrets Laid Bare.

of

The important secrets which Senator
i Tillman related in executive session last

night, and which Senator Hale feared
| might “get into the newspapers,” and
| which were again referred to in

| executive session this afterncon,
disclosed tocday when the Secretary of the
{ Navy forwarded secretly to the Senate

were

| wish to demonsirate the extrems

the report on the Gathmann-Hanna gun |
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and shells. The report denounces
weapon &s impracticable and
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| 8un equipment as part of the armamen

desired to obtain a good sum fro the
i Government, and concludes by stating that
{ under no circumstances should tie ves-
sels of the Navy be endangered by such
J weapons as the Gathmann guns.

| On Meaday, when the Gathmann gun |
| item in the Navail Appropriation b rak-
ing the sum of $250,000 for a few of the !
weapons, was all ready to be rushed
through the Senate by Happz, who
remained in his seat all day for this pur-
pese, Mr. Tillman the scheme by
demanding that the L€ i Te~

port could be had from the Secretary of
3 »d

the Navy. The report arrived ti rn- |
ing, and ) but
s0 conde are the stateme

Gatbmaun

| tained the at the
item will be surely stricken from

and Mr. Hanpa will bave met his first |
defeat in the Senate.
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| “Their proposition is to
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ng a jJower chamber pressure than tte
naval gun. Tbke proposed gun is inte

to fire a shell relatively light for i
bre, in srder that with a mode
sure a fairly high muzzle velocity may tre
obtained. Such a gun will be deficient in
range as compared with the high-powered
naval guns, and conseque
be fired with a greater elevation for equal
ranges, which impairs its efficiency for na-
val use,

“The iast Fortification bill appropriated
$75,000 foralarge-calibre Gathmann gun for
experimental purposes, and one is now in
an advanced stage, but has yet to be test-
ed, and in advarce of its test there s-ems
to be no necessity for making other simi-
lar guns and no justification for installing
them in naval vessels.

“It would be considered extremely haz-
ardous to fire shelis containing 500 pounds
of high explosive of any kind from guns
mounted on shipboard, as their environ-
ments are such that should <ny aceident
arise due to the premature explosion of
such a skell in the bore of a gun it would
be attended with most disastrous resuits.
So far as the Bureau can learn. such a
large mass of wet gun cotion as is pro-
posed to be fired has never been attempt-
ed, and while it may be safely accomplish-
ed a certain number of times, there is jan-
ger of a premature explosion due to a Tup-
ture of the shell on account of some un-
perceived defect in the metal, to an ex-
cessive pressure in the gun, which unac-
countably occurs at times, or to some oth-
er unforeseer cause. In all experiments
thus far in firing high explesives, even in
small quantitles, it is considered a neces-
sary act of prudence for ail spectators to
retire to the sheiter of 2 bomb-proof or to
withdraw to a safe distance.

“It is a notable fact that in the experi-
ments made with wet gun cotton both at
the Indian Head and Sandy Hook proving
grounds there has been difficulty in secur-
ing good detonations of large masses of
it when fired in thin-walled shells such
as are used by the Gathmann Company.
Quantities of unconsumed wet gun cotton
have generally been found at or near the
point .of explosion, and the destructive ef-
fect of the Gathmann shells has in several
instances been surprisingly small and in
some cases insignificant.

Experiments a Frilure.

“A large proportion of the experiments
made with Gathmann shells of numerons
varieties bave been failures or partial fail-
ures, according to the official reports, ex-
cept in so far that they were safely pro-
Jected from the gusus.

“No official approval of the Gathmann
system either by the Army aor Navy has
ever been given, and so far as concernsg
the company’s present form of shell, the
bureau believes it is correct in saying that
but five bave yet been made, and but one
tried with full charge for effect, and yeu
it is proposed to introduce them into the
service, whereas the cheapest form of com-
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mon shell or shrapnel would pot be ac-
cepted on such a test
“One of the latest experiments with the
Gathmann shell was made at Sandy Hook,
on May 9 1899. The object of the test
may Rg best explained in the words of the
inventor, as follows:
“We desire to prove that even though
a gun should Lurst in firing no explosion
or detonation cf the main charge of gun
cotton Iin our shell will occur. To dem-
onstrate this we propose to put one or

{ more of these guns in deep pits, load them

with an overcharge of smokeless powder,
put -in a charge containing about 169
pounds of gun ecotton, with fuse at-
tached, choke up the bLore of the
gun with sand and completely
bury it in the pit, and then fire it. The
result will. of course, be to burst the gun
and set off the fuse; Sut we claim that
no harm will be done to the main charge
of gun cotton. We are moved to ask this
largely because of the late explosion by
smokeless powder of a 10-inch gun.

of wet gun cotton, even under the extraor-
dinary cireumstance of the complete rup-
ture of the gun.'

“This experiment, like many othe:s
failed to demionstrate what was claim
and was not repeated, though the r
sentative of the Gathmanr Company

ex-
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safety |
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pressed his intention of so doing, which, |

however, he has refrained from doing.
“In eonclusion, the bureau respectfully
submits that in its opinion the best inter-
ests of the Navy will rot be served by
oo

on€ or more of the barbor-defence mon
tors aow under construction, the element
of danger with respect to it being
great efliciency proble
moreove able armament is now be-
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IN EXECUTIVE SESSION.

The Yenante Discusses the Naval
propriation Bill.
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Government could not get armor at a r
onable rate.
itself to devise some plan that would com-
pel the manufacturers to furnish armor for
a reasonable price. The Secretary of the
Navy had been authorized to $445 a
ton.

The committee wculd rather not have to
resort to a Government plate armor fac-
tory. One reason fer that was that no
armor could be produced in it under two
or three vears—and he was inclined to
think that it would take frem four to
five years to produce armor in a Govern-
ment plant and in the meantime work
would have to stop on ail the great ships
now being built and that would be au-
thorized next year and the year after that.
He had no idea, then, that armor rould
be produced at a Government factory for
$445 a ton, but if the manufacturers would
vot furnish armor 2t that price, then he
would be decidedly in faver of a Govern-
ment plant.
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DECLINES THE REQUEST.

Attorney Ceneral Crigegs Will Net
Send a Report to the Sensate.
Aitorney General Griggs, in replying to
a Senate resclution calling for the report
of Specicl Agent Southerland, regarding
the connection of William H. Theobald. a
special customs agent in New York, with
the criminal proceedings at Malone, N. Y.,
for violation the Chinese Exclusion law,
declines to furnish the report on the ground
that its publicity would not only be a vio-
lation of tho confidential relation existing
between the special attorney and the head
of the department, but would also be prej-
udicial to the public interes! in revealing
to the accused persons and others the plans
and purposes of the Department of Justice.
The report, he adds, deals with certain
allegations and suspicions iscriminating
other persons than the defendants in the
trial referred to, against whom further
proceedings before a Federal grand jury

were and are in contemplation.

Norfolk & Washington Steambent Co,

Delightful trips daily at 6:30 p. m. to Old Puint
Comfort, Newport News, Norfelk, and - Virgizia
Beach. For schedule, see page 7.

Best Boards in Town, only $1.G0
per 100 It. Prompt delivery. Gth and N, Y. Ave,

| Senator Morgan s=aid:

\p-‘

The committee had then set |

| Hawiey, Sewell, Flatt of

THE HEPBURN CANAL BILL

Considered by the Senate Commit«
tee and Aetion Deferred.

Senator Hanna’'s Motion to Delay Ume«
til the Isthmian Commission Cax
Be Heard Prevalls by a Vote Said
to Be Five to Three—Expected tg
Be Given a Hearing on Next Friday

The Senate Committee on Interoceanig
Cacals met today and had under considerw
ation the Hepburn Nicaragua Canal bill,
which was passed by the House on May 2,
The members of the commitiee present
were Senators Morgan, Harris, Turner,
New York, Mc-
Bride, and Hapu:a. Senator Culberson wag
absent.
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MR. JCHNSON'S RETIREMENT.

A Xew (hief for the Bureau Not Yet

rmed.

NORTH ATLANTIC SQTJADRON.
A Sehedale V\’!'r:lugt-d for ithe Sume
mer Cruise.
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J. Howard Supplee Mr
ing that the Memorial Ch
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feet outside of their property li
caster Avenue, is alleged to
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Exasminations for the Army.

-
be
beld at the headquarters of cvery depart-
ment of the Army, for the grade of see-

On June 1 mext, examinations will

ond lieutenant. The test may be taken bp
all emiisted men. It is said there are at
present 150 vacancies in this rank and there
are not encugh West Point graduates to
fil} them. If enough enlisted men de not
take or pass the examinations the remain-
ing vacancies will be filled by civillan ap-
pointmen:.

Filynn's RBusiness College, Sth and K
$5———Census Office Examination——86

l'nrpf-l;r-‘ Lisxts figured very loyw
aluays at Friendly Corper. F. Libbey & Co.




