S reina b of & dwellinge house, lev-
el 10 ¢ oearyd. . Origionlly balf hdden
Ly o situral ahaiw of growing myrile and
WL Covered LS cotplerscarp
wonrd Al tradl, 1L must bave stood
feet of them during
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thers
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il el Véry tle
deiily Deed taken awny; the house

wore  consigued  when:
8 fecling of horror and
at last ventonsd to dis-
i s Llackensd heaps
ot 1 1 ¢ hin, Bat there were only
viliges of cluthivg, bedkling, and crockery
was 1o hutuan trace thst L wil
Nor was there uey sugEestion of
orlginnl « of the
s Whether the usunl
frontder ‘‘partbers™
there wask nothing
ble and o
) habdauion.
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slrongly

on lnm even jo the
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oWl

Gnd peroa

ned apd Jostind I
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Wi " of wiiler spaced
vang L Wi bal hese 2 peew-
I f sirack m. He k
mhd z the slght decliy

bilack
Dy T
atkons I
have a‘most

{ ise mrt
kat, from t
st rophe mmEust

tniltig wod thelr retrent from ¢
t w o procediug alght. It was
ierit thait the fiee had koaped LWL ier
; e #houlder of Lhie spur o one Wi
tmatle bul by oo ins rore phe-
disastier. The
| untouched;

ol ok Le

g were oendoingd apd
He mtled and clismhbed
JI warm with We speat P

o moss of grayl coterop had evi-
1 the forus of the fumace Mot
Lint must bave raged o this spot
shkirting fin crumbling debreis,
B obe saried spddesly st a discovery
made overrthing eolse Lode lulo otter
ificence. Before bim, i n slight
fepressios formed by 8 fnult or lapse in

full foree of the fiery Hlast that hod ewept
ittt tho hollow and spaut italury uponit.
wireeyvidence of the intense beat ind racked
e nnd the crmubling debirls that lny

Al it= fent Koy picked np spome of the still
fv

Itk

warm fmgments, and wnE dot surjrised that
Iy hroke In a gritty grayvieh pow-
his banis In epite of his preocoapa-

1 With the human (eterest, the instinet of
prospeclar was still strong upon him,
Lo nimost wechanically put somne af the
S In his pocket.  Then, alter another
r o this locallty for any further

R
C 0
1
1o his borss

he took From bis gnddle
1o, B prechons puial encased
v opening it, poured into another
gloss vessel o part of a smoking thakd.
He then crumbled some of the caloined (mg-
& in the geines and watcehed the ebuallition
followed with perflonctory gravity.
Lad almest cansed he dreained off

thnt
Whin it
the contonts lnto another glnss which he sot

dovn, and then procesded to pour somoe
water from his drinking flask Into the
ordinary tin cup which formed & part of
his culinary traveling kit Into ihis ho
put three or four pisthes of salt from his
provielon store. A white clond instnntly
gathersd in the colorless Moid, and then fell
In & fine fdm to the bottom of the ginss.
Ker's «y°5 conoetittated saddeniy, the List-
less look left e faoe.  Hisfingers trelibled
slightly as he again let the salt 'water fll
into the solution, with exactly the same re-
Again and ngalo be repested it antil
lass wus quite gray with
o fallen precipiiate. Aud lis own face
MW a8 gray.
His Land tremnbled no longer as he care
fully pogred off the salatien =0 as not to
disturh the precipitate at the bottom. Then
he drew out hie knife, scooped a ltile of
the gray scdiment upon 118 point, and
et ying bis lin cop turmed (¢ upeide down
uy Lig koee, pluced the sediment upon 1t
and begnn to spread it aver the dall surface
of its bottom with his knife. He had in-
tended to rub It briskly with bis knlfe
blade. Put in the very action of spreading
it the first stroke of his knoife left ypon
the sediment wod the cup & luminous streak
of bernished silvey

He gol up and drew a long breath to stifl
the bealing of pis Leart. Then he rapidly

of dts vaulsbed tenants, he returne |
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climbed the rock agalo and passed over the
rulns again, this time kicking aside the
charred heaps without a thought of what
they had contalned, Key was not ao un-
feeling man, be was not an unrefined one;
Le was o gentivman by lestinct, and bhad
an Imtuitive sympathy for others, bot In
thiat lustant bis whole mind was coucen-
trated upon the calcined oatorop! And bis
first Impulse was to see IF It bore ooy evi-
dence of previous examination, prospects
ing, or working by s suddenly evivted
neighbors and owners, There wnd noneg
they hod evidently not known It Nor was
there ony reason to suppose that they
world ever return to their hidden home,
now devastated and lnlkd bare to the upen
sunlight and open trall, They were already
far away, thelr gullty persomil scecret
wonld Keep them from revisiting It, An
mmense feeling of relicf came over the
soul of this merkl romanoer; & monetary
recognition of the Most High in this poot-
fval retribution, He run buck guickly to
s snddlehags, drew out one or Lwo care-
fully wrltten formal potices of pre-emplion
and ¢lalm, which he and bis former com-
panlons had carcled in thelr brief partoer-
ship, ] thelr signatures and left only
hix own name, with apother grateful Sensg
of divine interference, 08 Le thought of
them speeding far away in the distance,
and returned to the ralns,

With unconscions irony he aclected a
charred post from the hers, stock it in
the gtound o few feet from the delris of
ouferop, and finally affixed bis “*Notice,™
Then withh o copsciclitiousness born of his
new religlous convictions, e dislodged witlh
his pickaxe enough of the Lrittle outcrop
o -eonslitume the presumption of “‘actual
work® upon the claim legaliy reguired for
s maintennnee , and returmed 1o his horse.
1 replacing his things in his faddie-bags ho
case upon the siipper, and for an justant
so culnplete was his preocvupation in Gl
lawr discovery, that ho was shost Lo
throw It away as uscless mpedimenty until
it oicurred o him vaguely that it might
of service to bim in s connection with
t discovery—in thy woay of refuting falee
wnts, He wis pot awoare of any
fallhilessness (o hix omentory ramanee any
e thiat e was copscicusof any diFlox ity
e his old companions in his gratificncion
thot Lke pood fortuoe had eome 10 him aloue
This epguitar selechiom was a
experionce of prospicting.  And thore was
g about 1he Tag dir of his dis-
ot seemned 1o point tean individual

H

[0

coEcions

n ronph cal-
s of the Jode Trom the
wie dn S rede experi-
b sl estinated Its length, readil,
and thickuess froin | Light K
1 the theories thus rife

I

1 bee collomrall OF o hi
require enpital 1 ek Ir; e would

o et 0 o hiE scheme nnd
I i Lrol uf it would

vy sl
B P

Hoved e
1id have

tn el Key
rity, vl the une
linson away, ““we'
1 see 1hat that

Wil quiLe homestly
i ouf peseamberingg Collins

o

e “Let's go onyulokiy, for
find the fire bBetween us on Lhe
all.™ He bastily mounted his
fiorwe

Then you dido’t take this os o short
sl Collinson, Wit o dull perse-
anoe Lo his ldea. ““Why Dot, it lovks all

clear abwad?™
Y sidd Kes, burredly, “hat IU's
been o i heap of the Oire; 10°s still miging
rouid (e bend We piust go back tu the
CTURS LI s His face woas still flushing

with lls very equivecating and hily nuxiety
o et hs cotupnntonnway_ Only a few stepa
further would bring Collinken before the
the rulns and the oot nmd that dis-
covery must not be mode by bimuntid Key's
plans were perfeoted. A sudden aversion
to'the sunn he hnd o moment before wished
o rewnsl begnn to to ke possession of higi
“Conge on,' Le added, almost roughily.

But o his surprise Colliggon viclded with
his usual grim paticnce and even a alight
lvok of sym hy wih his friend’s annoy-
aopce, "1 reckon you're right, and mebbe
you're in o borry to get to Bkioner's all
alung o' iy business. 1 oughio't hev told
you boys what I did." -As they rode Tap-
idly away he ok ooraslon to add when
Key bod rétoed in slightly with a feeling
of reltel at telug out of the hollow: **1 was
thinkin®, two, of what you'd ask abwout
any one Hyin' here vobeknowost to me"

“Welll” salid Key, with nérvous impa-

tence.
“Welll T only had an Kea o' proposin®
that you and me Just took a look around that
boller whnr you thoughl you saw suthin
suid Collinson tentatively.

“Noosopsel™ snid Key horriedly. “We
really saw nothing—It was all o fancy, and
Uncle Dick was joking me bDecnose I sald
I thonght I saw a woman's foce,' he added
with o forced luogh.

“Collingon glenced at him half sadly.
“Oh! you were only funnin® then! I
oughter gucssed that I oughler have
Enowed 1t Trom Uncle Dick's {alk!" They
rode for some minotes in silence; Key
preoccupled and feverish, and eager only
to reach EKinper's ERkinoer was nol
only Postmnster, but *“Registrar' of the
district, and the pew discoverer did pot
feel entirely safe until he had put his
fortnal potfications and claims “‘on re-
cord.” ‘There wits no publication of his
actpal secrel; not any indication of sue-
cesg, but was only a record that woald n
all probability remain unnoticed and un-
challenged amidst the many other hopeful
dreams of sanguine prospectors.  Bal he
wis suddenly startled frotu his preoccu-
pation.

“Ye sayd yo war straightenin' op yer
pock just now," said Collinson slowly.

“Yes!" said Key, almost angrily, *‘and
I was."

Yo diln't stop to stralzhten It up down
at the forks of the trafl, did ye?"

“l may have,"" suid Key, nervously.
“Put Wn)’?”

“¥o won't mind my axin® ye another
question, will ¥é? Ye aip't carryin’ round
with ¥é no woman's shoe?"*

Kew felt the blood drop from his cheeks.
“What do you mean?” he stammered,
sefireely daring to UL his consclous eyelids
to his companion's face, Bal when he
A1 80 he was amazed to find that Collinson’s
foce was almost as wuch disturbed as his
own.

*I know It ain't the square thing to ask
ye, but this Is how it is,' sald Collinson,
besitatingly, “'Ye see, just down by the

fork of the (rail wiere'you, came I plcked
up A& woman's shios, It sorter git me, For
I se2 to mysell, “Thar ain't no one bin by
my shanty, comin' or goln', for woeks
but you boys, and that shoe, from tha looks
of it, alu"t bin thers as many hours.' [
knew there wasn't dny wioln hereabouts,
I reckoned It couldn’t hev been dropped
by Uncle Dick, or that other man, [or you
would have seen It on the road, Bo I
allowed It might have been you, And yer
itis."” He slowly gdrew from his pookel—
whut Key was [ully prepared (o see—
the mate of the slipper Key had in his
saddle bag! The fair fogitive hod evl-
dently losl them botl,

But K¢y was better prepared now—
perhinps the port of dissbmulation {8 pro-
gressive—and quickly alive to the seces-
sity of (hrowing Colllmson off this un-
expected seent, And his companion's
own suggestion wie right to his hand—
and again—almokt providential! He
Innghed; with & guick color, which, bovs-
ever, seemed 1o help his le, ns he replied,
hall hysterically, * You're vight, old man;
I own up, it's mine! U silly, I Know,
but then, we're all fools where wolmen are
concerned, and 1 woulkin't have lost that
glipper for 4 mint of money."

He hbeld out his hand garly, but Collin-
son retilned the siipper, while e gruvely
pxamined it

“You wouldn®t mind teiling moe whep
you mout MoV gol that?' he saud, meditea-
tively.

“Of conrse I should,"” said Key, with a
well affected mingliog of mirth and in-

dignntion “What are you thinking of,
you old wvillmlu? What do. yud luke g
for?"*

Hat Collingen 41 vot lamgh.  “You would-
n't mind givin' me the sizé¢ and shinpe apbd
general hefy of ber as wore that shoe!™

“Most decidediy T shonld do nothing of the
Ring!™ sndd Kes hall impatiently. “Epough
that it wns givin to e by & very preity
Zirl.  That'sall vou will knuw.""

“Given o you?"' sald Colliason, Lftig

en" returned Key audaciously
Collinsgon handed bam the glipper gravely.
“1 only asked you, ud Blowiy, but with
a eoartadn guist disnity whiteh Key had tever
Iwlors seen o his face, V' DeGiuse thar wis
sutbiln sbemit the sizes and Gluipse and Httin'
oul 0" that shos that Kioder retndnded n
fotneun Hutt 1
B mrood
e woukl ey
3 Kuownts
Intended—lasy o

i rries' iay— L
'L o thut
1 Les thyed shices of hor os
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COnLpAT
can 10 feel g hamed of Lis
or purler interruptions . And
1l his suconguenable

i J1t of Lie drual

surly rlepce

Collitson, citber

I
g inbleland of wekther-hinten
effeciuplly sepuirptid

in t lswer rid

ot lders

the Thoy

fird
witlye Legan 1o diddetud op the forther
gide of the crest, npd ut Jost droppsl apoo
A wigon ropd aud the first track of wlieels

e

thit Kes had séen for a fortnight., K

s It was it sevmied wobimethe hig ¥
to fortonwe. For he K that it

Bkiuner's, and n Jomed Cie great singe
rond to Marveviile, his oltinmte dostina-

tion. A few 1ods further on they cone in
view of 8Rinner's, Ivivg ke a dhgy, for-
gotten winter snow drift on the rocky sl

11 contained o post-otlice, taveru,
gmithi's shop, “geoeral store," and express
“office, scarcely o doen buildings o all,
but all ditfering from Collinson’s MUl in
RUME VaEue suggestion of vitality, as If
e didly regnine polse of civilization still
beat, albelt nnguidly, o that remote ex-
tremily There was ¢Xpectation and -
complisiment twice 8 day, “aml a5 Key
and Collinson pode up to the express office,
the express wagon was standing before the
door ready to slart 10 meet the stage coach
at e cross roads thiree miles away. This
eain seemed o special providence to Key.
He had a brlel offlcial communieation
with Skinner n& registrar aod revenisl
hik elatm:; he bad a basty and confident
askde with Skinner as general & i
and sych was the unconscioos o
developed Ly this embryo milliooaire that
Skinter extended necvssary oredit to Col-
Hoson oo Key's word alone.  That dope
e rejoined Collinson in Ligh spirits with
the vews, addiog cheerfiliy: “And 1 dare
say If you wantanyfortheradvances Bkinner
will give them to you on Parker's draft™

“You mean that LI O' paper that chap
left,”" sald Collinson Eravely
Yes"

“I tore it up.™

“You tore it op?! efarulated Key,

“You bear me=yesl” sald Collingon,

Key etarcd at hio Burely it Wis
again providential Wt he had not e
trusied his secret to this utterly lgporant

Lick-

and projudiced myh! ¥he slght twinges |

of conscience that his He about the slippers
had caused him d ared at onee.  He
could not have t L b even In that;
1t would have beed Hlg this stupid fapatio
to have |'In'1‘£lll|:3 ‘s pre-piuption of

flarraction, appcarsl o take no |

thvin o

that clatm untll Collingon had satisfiea
himself of the whereabouts of the mil=sing
proprietors.  Was ho guite sure thao
Callingon  would not revisit the spok
when He was gone.  But be was equal to
the emergency.

He had intended 1o leave his horse with
Bkinper as securlty for Colllnson's pro-
viglons, but Bkinner's lberality had made
ihis uopecessary, and he offered 1L to
Callinson to gse Bod keep for him uniil
citlled for. This would enable his com-
pianion to “pack’ his goods on the mule,
iud ohblige him to relurn to the mill by the
wagot road and “outside trall,' s more
cotnmodious for two amimals,

“Ye ailu't afearsdd o' the road geois?"
Bugeeited o bystander; “they swarm on
Gallope's Ridge, and they ‘beld op' the
down stage only last week.'™

“They're pot fo lively sioce the deputy
sheriff's got & pew ldea abouit then, o

bave beetr Ivlog low In the brish near
Bald Top,™ returned Beluner., *“Anyhow,
thoy don't stop Leams nor "pooks,” unless
there's o chonce of thelr geliiug some
foncy horseflesh by It, and 1 reckon thar
aln’t much to tempt them thar,'' he
added with a eatiricd slde glance at

his  custotuer’s cattle. But Key was al-
ready swanding In the express wagoaln,
giving o farewell shake to his, patient
cofupanion's hand, and the Inguirics pleis-
antly posséd unnotleed, Nevertheless, os
the express wigeon rollod awiy his active
fapey caught avand disposed of (this pew
datgsr thot tuhght threatey the hiidden
woalth of bis cldm. But e reflected Ut
for n thne, ot least, only the crlde ore
would be taken sut and shipped to Marys-
ville in o stape it offered no proflt to

the highwavimeen., Had iv been o gold
mioe! Tt bere apoin Was e interposi-
uon of Providence!

In five days Preble Koy retorned to Skin-
ner’s with o foreman and ten men aod an
pnlinited credit to draw upon at Alurs

ville, Expeditions of (his kKisd oreg
surprise at Skinoer's. They had  before
thls entered the wilderness gayly,

Enew. where or what fur; the

Blent works bod Kept thelr storet while
Where; they hid purited, none Knew
when or where— . alas! whb nn un-
pril oot W, In & week A

rarabling sl
Ol 1he neysle

w Lhee site
WUy reins and conbaiueg the

{1

o OriCU

pitrLy L b week reavations hid been
e ferd the whole foce of erop wis
expusid I Lhirve Very Vestige
of foriner teniamy w (e Cire honed Tt
s ] Wik Lo 1 out by the nlien

1 IRl eve
tiwon  Even Lol
thembyred this arp

the pila

At Kes hiz

Wl cnnto

il up your hahids
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ol

Ry

peonoe of the former mzht

How of h o L

il Tits Comi-

o gald quietiy;

¥ nia, ' sadd the voire
“T'he Brate of California must
farther,” sall Key bn s old ple:

S Ar Iy SO IS AT O e

it of the Selvan Silver Hol-
o thivss e my works e
swotiient anid sotitnl of w
todark ¢
rose pgadn:
M [RLTR Lo prov

poring in the hith il silent circle.
Then the v

“You have

“And in the camn—aied ¥

“I've the warrant of the sherilt of
Slerra.™

There was 6 ponse and the volee con-
tinued:

“How lotg bave you been bera?"
“Three weehs, 1 came here the day of
the fire and took up this claim
“**Thera was no other house here?™
“There were rnins; you can see them
still. Itmay bave bevn o borned vpeabin.™
The volee dikepgaged lsgelf from the

vapue background ded came siewly for-
ward.

“It was o dén of thievea. 1t was thehid-
Ing place of Joaguin Remon and his gang
of road agents I've been hungieg tlis
spot for three weeks. And pow itsallup.”

There's was a laugh from Key's men, bat
it was checked ns the owoer of the voice
slowly ranged up beside The burning torch
and they sow s face lvwas drawn and
gran with the defeat of & brave man

“Won't you come in awd take some-
thing?" sald Key, kindly.

“No. I'im sorry to-have disturbed se
as it s But 1 seppowsy it's all i ihe day's
work. Good night. Forward there, get!”

The two torches danced forwand with
the tracimg of dim shadows in din proces-
sion; there was a clatter over the rocks aud
they were gone. And as Key gazed after
them he felt that with them had passed
the only shadow that lay vpon kis great
future.  With thie last tenant of the haollgw
8 proseribed outliew aml fugitive e wis
henceforth forever safe in hils cladm nod his
discovery. And <ol adily encupg 447 ¥4
tooniient, Tor the first Do in three weeks,
there possed before lis faney will astirring
af reproach, novision of the face thst o had
seen 4t the window.

(To be continued )
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Btrum had neéver censed Lo pegret that he
had beoen to ars
Just Why o left wius ot known, but gy

o pelled I¥nve thae
WoH n generil agreeurent that it was oy
sccount of o dw'l, It was known that
- civilian named Leths ron, the
son of o prominent judge. Strum was a
Quee Lo disusguished bipegei!
Ly leading o desperate charge agal
Sloux I
Wi o
left the

bt bl &

LSl Lhe

ans, amd (ks road to promotion
it then came trouble and he
nrmy H+ ~wus rather gr
ty pical cava but heo could be enter-

W f cnllied ! a charning
mon Wene (noelins] to let hig bave

tadalng,

oddity

“Tlora or at the grove?™ CR

stinet or I'll have nothing to do with i, 1
am really fond of Huley. "

“Whitt i his name?"

“George Huley, Tl bring him over some
time. I think you'll ike him.**

“0h, I suppese that it will be my duty
to like Dim.'™

I don’. kKuow as to that. But at least
you ust trent him with respecy,

“1 can do that and not half
laughed. “Wien will he be oui?™*

“Don’t know. I aEked him, bt he didn't
appear to be much concerned. I wid him
about you, too.*

“Aud sl he was unconcerned: well,
that Is surely a compliment to me.**

“‘But he meant no disrespect, I'm sure
The truth s 1 don't think he cares much
for woimen,'*

“Perbips women don't care mach for
hinL**

*1 don't know; but he's n devilish hand-
some fellow nmd I know he's game '

“Aud that niepna o gréat denl (o you ™

*What, eing gnme? Surely.
noblest qualicy; it has made the world, littod
wonikp—hng done everyiiog. Why, if the
ghost of my gravdiather shoald appeas and
tell me that the old man wias a bhorse-thel

* aho
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elped, noed T am
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