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ATHENS, FRIDAY, DEC, L, IN50.

PRESIDENT'S HESSAGE,
Fellow eitizens of the Senale,
and of the Ilwuse of Representalives:

Being sudder!y ealled, in the mulst of
the lust ses<ion of Congress, hy a painful
t"!pl‘l‘l"ﬂ"lﬂl‘l of I}jt’illn I‘rnrinlm-u---‘ LRI
responsibe station which | now liold, Teen.
tented myself with sueh commnpiention< tn
the Legieln nrens the excgeeey ob the po-
ment seem  torogiire,  Plhis pannty wase
shronded in momening fore the loes of gis
venerable Chief Magisteate, and all hearts
were peneteated with griell Neither the
time nor the oceagion appeared Lo require
ar to justfy, on e part, any woneend ex.
pression off po iCieal opin ond, or any an-
pouncement of the prineiples which would
govern o in the dischorge of the duiies 1o
the performance of which [ had been so nns
expectedly ealled. [ trust, tiv refire, tha!
itmay not be deomed annpproprinte, ir 1
avail mysell of this opparianity, of the e
sssembling of Congross, to ke knowiony
sentiments, i n gennral manner, inreoand
e the poliey which ought o ba persumd by
tho goverment, bt in s doterconrse with
foreign nationd, nil i it s genes! nnd
administention of internul nilirs,

Natians, like individunls in & stgre of p.
ture, are eqoal nnd jndependent, posspss.
ing errinin right=, nnd pwing certnin duties
1o each other, arising from their neeessary
vordable relutions, which righte nod
won Luman suthords
ninres,
wights and duties, binding in morals, in
consciener, and in hoter, although there is
no tribunal to which nn injured party ean
appenl, hut the dsuterasted  jodgment of
mankind, and witmately the agbiteament of
the swards

Among the acknowledged rights of na-
tions, is that, which asch prssesses of es-
tablishing that furm of governmeat which
it may derm st conducive to the happie
ne=¢ and prospority of ite own eitizensy of
changing 1hat form, as cirenti<tances uay
require: and of manssing its aeennl wi-
fairsnceording 10 ite own will,  Tha peo
ple of the United Sates cleim tliis right
for themselves, und they readily cuneda it
tv others. Ilenco, it becomes nn impers:
tive duly, nut to anterfere in the poverns

ment or internal goiicy of other nalions — |
and although we may sympathise with the |

unfortunnte or tie oppressed, every whern

in their strugg'es tur freedom, our proaei- |

ples forbid us trom tnking any partin such
fureign contestx.  \We make no wars 1o
promote or tn prevent successions lo thrones
to mainiain any theory of & balance ol pow
erj or lo snppress the octual government

Stidl, they are |

from tima to time, any informnlicn caicts
Inted to ennble you to discharge your high
and responsible trust for the benelit ol vur
woemmon eonstiluent s,

My opinions will be frankly exprosved
upon the leading subjeets of legislation;
anid if, whieh [ do not anticipnte, any net
shoulil appear 1o me wpeonstitational, vr an
eneronelment oo the just power of other dos
vartients, or with provisions hastily adape
ted, nod likely 1o produse consequences in:
juricus and anfirseen, [ <hould not shrink
from the duty of returning it to you, with
my reasons, fur your further eunsideration.
Jopand the due porformnnee of these con -
gtitatianal abligatione, both my respeet for
tig logrislntnre nnd my serse of propriety
will restrnin me from any attempt to eon.
renl or iufluenes gour proceeding.  With
vou i the power, the Boner, and the res:
iy ol phe begeislation of the pountey.
i Gavernment of the Unitml States s
P imired Government, 11 ix confined to the
AxXOreise ol powers exprassly grunh'lL and
siieh others ns may e necessary forcar-
rying those powers intn effet; and it 14 al
all times oy espeernl duty 1o gunrd agnins!
Ly anfringement on the jost righ's of the
| Staies,  Uver the ohjects pnd subjects in-
tensted to Congress, us legis'ntive nuthore
Lty i saprame,  Bot bero that anthonity
veasee, il every eitizen who truly loves
the eanstitntion ‘I‘Il'lll degiroa the poptinuanea
uf 1 sexistones and its blessings, will res
so'utely g fiemly resist any interference 1n
those domestie allriry, which the constitus
tion haselenrly and unequivoeally lefu 1o the
i xelusiye nutiiority of the Siates, And every
st b eitizen will slso depreeata ueeless ir-
ritation omeng Uy several mamb s ol the
Umon. sud bl repreach apd erimsination
tendive oo nlienate one portian ot Lhe coun:
tre From another, 'f‘ht:fu':l'll\.' ol e 9y S
rori ol Gy srament pupsistE, aml s snfir
ty nndd dienbadite must eonsist in avolding
wittind collsinns, and cneroncliments, aud
in g pezaler geparate netion ol wit, while

| '
L ponsi

virh f= revnlving an Heenn di=tinet orlat,

The canerititien has made it the duty ol
the Prosnlont 1o taieeare that the laws b
mithtully exeented,  lna government Lilie
onp=, 1n wheh all I s are s i by a min-
Jority off the represeatatives o' the peepe,
and Hiews papresontatjves are chosen lor
wneh short periods, that nny ivjurivne ur ob.
noxions lnw enn vary soion be rl'|1l':ﬂl‘i’. "
watt d sppear uniikely thet any great nuin-
Laps should be ool ready 1 remist the
pereention of tha fawse. But it must be

bornee 11 mind  that the conuntry iy exton
ajvr, that there may be luenl n'ernsts or
prejuvices rendering 8 Jawe <nlicus 11one
part, wivel i noatsen n another, and that
{1 chitless o ineonsiderato, misled
Ly Ui presions, or their imaginations,

wmay he fodoeed madly to resist such laws
us they disapurove,  Sueh persons should
coentloet that, withott Inw, there ean ke no
renl prociin’ 3 when ‘aw is
trampled under font, 1eranny rules, whether
itappears in the foras of 8 nulitary despo-
tism or of poprine viclence. The law 1%
tlie on'y sura pratection of the weak, and
tha only elliciont res rwint upon the strong.
When epaitaly administered, none is
patiite protestion and none ahkove its
canteal,  Yun, gentlemen, and the country
winy be assured, thatto the utwost of my
abibite, and 1o 1he extent of the power ves-
veid ity ey | =hndl at ol times and in oll pla-
crs, take cnre that the laws ba faitefully
pxrettted, 1o the diselinrge of this duty, so
tomuly impesed npon me by the cozstitu-
tion, ond by my oath ot office, I vhisl] shriok
| From Ao responsiviliiy, ond shall endenvor
1o e Levents ns they noay arise, with firm.
[ ness, o well aa witih prudence and discre-
tiun,

The appointing power is one of the mt sl
delicate with which the Excentive is invests
pd. T prpard ot ns nosacred trost, to be ex.
creised with e sule view of adyanecing the
prosperity spd hinppiness of the people. It

[ I
Lhertyy that,

I whiall be my eliirt to @ evate tha standurd of

|vl'1in|nl employment, by seleeting for places
| of impartanee individuals fitted fur the posts
to which they arz assizard, by thewr known

which any country chocses to esteblish fur | fntearity, talents, and virtues, In w0 ex«
itsell, Wo ihstigate no revoldtivns, T | oncive n country, with so preat o popnlu-
soffur any hostile military expeditions tobe i, and woere few persuns appointed 1o
fitted out in the United States to invade the | o0 can be known to the sppuinting pows
lerrilory or province of & friendly nation. er, mistakes will sumetimes unavoidably
The grent Iaw of morality eught (o have 800,00, and unfortunate appoiniments be
national. ey well nx o personal and individ- | o Vs corwithstanding the greatest care, In
uval application. We should get towards | g i cages the power of remuvel may be
othernationy 83 we wish them to acl "".ipmperly exercised; and negleet of duty or
wards us; and justice nnd conseicuee | o Gnos in oflice will be no mare tolera-

should form the rule of conduct between go-
vernmenls, instead of mete power, selfin.
terest, or Lhe power of aggrand.zement. To
maintain o strict neutrality
states, (o cultivate friendly relativns, to re
ciprocate every noble and genervus act, and
to perform punctually and scrupulously ev:
ery ireaty ubligation—these are the duties
which we owe to other swutes, and by the
performance of which we best entitle our-
selves (o like treatment from them, or if
that, in any cuse Le refused, wa can en-
furce our own rights with justice and a
clear cunseience.

In our domestic policy. the consiilulion
will be my guide; and in questions of doubt,
I shall luok for its interpretation tothe jus
dicinl decisions of that tribunal, which was
established 1o expound it.and 1o the usage
of the Government, sanctioned by the ac-
quiescence of the country. | regard all s
provisions as equally binding, In sll its

rts it is the will of the peuple, expresved
1n the most solemn form, and the constitu.
wed authorities, are but agents to carry that
will into effect. Every power which it bhas
granied is 1o be exercised for the public
good; bul no prelenco of utility, no honest
conviction, even, of what might be expedi-
ent, can jus:i.? the assumption of any pow-
er not granted. The powers conferred up-
on the Government their distribution to
the several departinents, are us clearly ex-

in that sacred instrument as the im.
perfection of human language will allow;
and [ deem it my first duty, not to ques~
tion its wisdom, add o ils provisions, e
vade its requirements, or nullify its coms
mands, :

Upon you, fellowscitizens, s represen-
tatives of the States and the people, is wise-
ly devolved the legisiative power. I shall

in foreign:

ted 1o individunls appointed by myselfl than
in those nppointed by others.

I am happy in being able 1o say that ne
anfsvorable change in onr foreign relstions
has taken place since (he message at the
apen‘ng of the last session of Congress,—
We are at pesce with all sations, and we
enjoy in an cminent degree the blessings of
ilianl peace, in a prosperous and growing
commerce, and in all the lurms of pmicable
pationnl intercourse.  The unexampled
gr..wumr the country, the present amuount
of its population, ond its ample means of
self-protectivn, assure for it the respeet of
all nationg; while it is trusted that its chars
acter for justice. and a regard to the rights
of uther States, will cause that respret w be
readily and cheerfully paid.

A convention was negutisted between the
United States and Great Britain in April
last, for facilitating and protecting the con=
struction of a ship eanal between the Atlan.
tic ond Pacific Oceans, and for other purpo-
ses. This instrument has boen ratified by
{he cuntracting parties, the exchange has
been effected, and proclamation thereof has
been daly made.

In addition 1o the stipulstions contained
in this convention, two olber objects res
main to be accomplished between the con
tractin, wers, .

Firltg. rl:e designation sad establishment
of a free port at each end of the canal.

Second, an nt fixiog the distanco
from the shore within which the billigerent
maratime operativns shall not be carried
on. On these points there is but little doubt
that the two governments will come 1o an

comply with my duty in laying before you,

Nicaragus the privilege of constructing &

s i ; should be iy and

The company of citizans of the United desirable that it shou permanently
ates acquired from the State of . speedily adjusted. The inlerests of human-
% WA Ravs. aiasiad Iy 2 ity ud’ul‘ imnl commerce alse demand

slip eanal between the two neeans, through
the territory of that State, have made pros
gress in thewr preliminary arragements. The
treaty between the United States and Great
Britnin of the 100 of April last, sbove re-
forred 1o, being now in vperation, it is e
bo hoped that the guaranties whieh it eifrs
will by snflicient to secura the eompletion vl
the work with all practicable expedition —
[t 19 obvious that this resnit would be in.
definitely postponed, if'any other than peace-
ful measures, forthe purpose of harmoniz
ing conflieting cluinis to lerritory in that
quarter, should be adopted. Tt will conse
quently be my endeaver lo cauee ony
turther negotistions on the part of this gn-
vernmient, which miny be requisite for thes
pueposa, 1o e <0 comdueted ns (o bring them
R ‘+'r!l.‘ and sueeessful elose,

Some nnavordalle delay has veenrred aris
sing feom dhistance and the diffleniry of in-
tppeotipee Letwein this government and that
off Nienrngun, but as intelligence has jndt
hoen eeceived of the sppomtment of an Lns
viy Extraordinary and Minister Plevipo-
tentiney of that Government o regude ot
Waushington, whose areival may seon be ox-
pecteld, 1w is hoped thet no further impedi-
ments will be experrenced in the prompl
transtaelion of business between the 1wo
governments,

Citizens of the United States have unders
tnlon the connexion of the tao ceeans by
menns of a Railrond aerozs the [sthmud of
Tehunntepee, nnder granta of the Mexiean
trovernment to a eitzen of that Reprbhe.
| 1t 1% understond that a thorongh survey off
{ Ui courge of the communieation is i pre=
prratiog, and thiere ju AVEerY Teasnn 1) eXs-
et that it will he prosecnted with ehinrac-

Intiens with the Governmentof tha United
Sintee ns niy i necessary o impart a
Fosling of Fecurily 1o fnose who may em=
bark their properiy in the enterprise, Ne-
aatiztions are pending tor the sceomplish-
ment ol that l-hjf‘l‘l. andd o hopa i eonfident.
ly entertarped, thary when the Government
off Mexiea <hnll beeome duly sensible of the
nidvnt tnges which that countey eannot fail
to derive from the work, and learn that the

thpt the rieht of <overeignty of Mexico in
the istlimus shal, remaim snimpaired, the
stipulntuns referred 1o will e agreed to
with n'nerity,

By thie last advises from Mexico it wonld
appear, however, that that Government o
teplning strong  objretione to some ol the
stipu'ntions which the parties concerned in

for their protection and security,  Furiher
consideraiion,it is 1o b hoped,or kome med,
ifieation of terms, may yet reconcila the
ditliszeners rxisting between the two Goy.
armmonts in thig respeet,

Freeh instructions have reeently been give
{en to the Minieer of the Upited Stes in
Mexieo! who is prosesuting the subject
with prosaptitude and ability,

Althiongh the negatintions with Portugal,
for the payment of claims of citizens of the
United Siates agrainst that Governmen!, have
not yet resulted ju 8 formal trenty, yeta pro-
position made by the Government ol Portugsl
fur the Rual adjustnient and payment of those
claims, has recently been accepied on the part
of the United Siates. It gives me pleasure Lo
say thet Mr. Clay to whom the negotiation
uty the port of the United States iad beea en-

ment with ability and diseretion, acting sl

ment,

It is expected tliat & roguler conventiun
will be immediately negotuied tor carrying
the ngrreement Letween the two Guvernmenls
i vlliect,

The commissioner appointed under thoact
of Congress for carrying into eifect the con-
vontton with Brazil, uf the 2Tth of Janunry,
1819, lins entered upon the perfurinance of
the duties imposed upon him by that sct [t
| is hoped that those daties may be compietad

torjarie enereey, cspceinlly when that Gov |
ernment shayl have consented to such stipu- !

Govertiment of the United States desires |

the projoet of the railroad deem necessary |

trusted, dischorged the duties of hix s ppoint~ |

ways within the ingtructious of the Guovern. |

this and, »o intimntinone of the anme sentis
ment pave toen reesived from other govern.
ments 1t i boped that seane plan mny soon
e dewised 1o offiet the obpeetin o menner
tikely 1o give zeneenl watisfactinn,  The
tiovernent of the Lpted Statea will not
fail, by the “xereige, of wll propes friencly
oflices, 1o d5 a1l Gy e power o put an end
1o the destrvetive war wihich has ragald  be
tween the ditferent parts of the island, and
1y seenrs 1o them butl the benredits ol peace
and eomme: e,

[ refer you to ithe report ol the Seerctary
of the Treasury tor a detailed  statement of
the finnnees,

The total recoipta into the Treasury, for
the year endingz J0'h of June la®t, were
forty~seven milion four hundred and rwen-
ty-ona thousand «even hundeed ond fortys
cight doliors and nimoty cents, (817,421
T43.00.)

The to - ures during  the same
porind were Goory-rtirae mullion Swe thou
wind nae lnndeed nod sixtymphtdollars and
ninete conte, (213.002,165,00 )

The debt has been redueed, sinee the last
annuil repart from the Treasury  Doparts
ment., (our hodred and ninety.five thovsand
two hundred and seventy % oltars and
seventy-nine cents, (#1495 276,70.)

By thie 10tk section ol the wet nf 29th
Janunry, 1847, the proceeds of thoe sales of
the pubiic fands were pledged Tor the jntors
est and principal of the putlic debt,  The
erent amonnt of thess Innds *sl:-smpw“lry
granted by Uangress for military hounties,
will, it i+ lehoved, very pearly stpply the
| puulie dinnd fur severnl  years to eome,
Pamd ot livds  relinnee ean, thereforn, e
Ep"u:ml an that hitherto froeful source ol
| rovanue,

i apndi?

ditres, which linve pecessarily  largely

inereased, @ pirtion of the publie debt,
amounting to enht millinny weyenty five
l thopsand nina hoodeod and erghty six doliure
{nnd finy ning cents (5,075,056 50) mus
[ ba provided for within the pext 1wo fiveal
[yenre, Tt ismost dovirable that these ne-
permine demands should be met withont re-
sorting 10 new Inane.

Al experienee has (emonstrated the wis-
dom nnd policy of raising a lnzge portinn of
{ revenna, for the suppurt of tinvernment from

duties on @aods imported, The powertn Isy
Uiliewe duties 18 unquestionablie, nid its chief

olijeet, nf consee, 18 10 fep rnishthe treasury .

Bat of, in doing thig, an meidental advantage
Cinny b grined by enconraging the i lustry
| of cor own citizens, it 14 our du'y 1o avail
courselves of that advantage.

A duaty Inid upon an srtic o which eannat
e procure | in this eavntrv—soeh na ton 0r
cullop—adds t the coct uf the aryele, and 1s
ehicfly or whotly paid by the consunir. But
{a duty Inid uson an arne'e which may  be
(produced heoe, stimu'ates the skill nnd 1n-

dustry of atr vwn eoontry 1o produce  (he
snme articie, whiel is brooght mtn the mar.
| ket 1n coompetition with the fureign article,
{ and the imporier s thus compelind to reduct
his price w that, at which 1he domesiie art-
cle can be goid, therehy throwing a part «f
tho duty upen the producer of the fureign
|article. The continuance of ths process
i erestes the skill, and invites the capital,
| which fiually enables us to produce the arti-
| ele much cheaper than it cou!d have been
{ procured from noroad. therehy benefiting both

the producer ond the consumer at hume.—
]‘I‘inc consequence of this is, that the artisan,
and the agriculturist, are brought together,
each ofiirds & reudy market for the produce
of the other, the whole country beromes
{ prosperans; and the ability tn produce every
| necessary of life renders us independent in
wor as wellas in neace.

A high tarifl can never be permangnt. Tt
will caose dissatisfnetion and will be chang-
ed, Itexcludes enmpetition, nnd thereby in:
vites the investment of eapital in mannfac:
tures to such excess, that when changed it
bringa distrass, bankruptey, and ruin upon
all who Lave heen misled hy ite fnithless
prafection.  What the manufarturer wanis,

H
i

i' within thetime which 11 preseribes. The doc-
uments, hnwever, which the Imperial Gov- |
cruments, by the thied articie of the Con.
vention, stipulates 1o furnish 10 the Gov-
ernment of the United States, hava not yet
aeen received.  Asitis presumed that those
documents will bo essential for the corre
disposition of the claims, it may Leeome
nscessary fur Congrass to extend the period
limited for the duration of the eommssion:
The sum stipulated by the Ath artic'e of the |
convention to bepaid 1w this Guvernment |
Las been received.

The collection in the ports of the United

sels of Chiti and their cargoes has been sus,
pended, pursuant to the provisions of 1he
act of Congress of the 21th of May, 1524,
[t i% to be hoped that this measure will 1m-
purt a fresh impulse to the eommaorge hee |
tween the two countrics, whicl, of late.;
nad e<pecially ®ince vur acqumisition of Cals
ifornia, has, to (ie mutusl advantege of the
pariies, been much nugmented.

Peruvian guano kas become a0 degirable
an article to the agriculioral interests of
tive United States, that it s the doty of the
Government to employ ail the means proper-
Iy in its power [ur the purpuse of causing
that article to be imported mto the country
at & rensonable price. Nothing will be ot
ted on my pait towards nccomplishing  this
desirable end. I am persuaded that in re-
moving any restraints on this traffic, the
Peruvian government will promote its own
hest interests, wiile it will atfurd a proof of
a friendly disposition towards this country,
which will be duly appreciated.

The treaty between the United States and
His Msjesty the King of the Hawaiiau Iul-
ands, which has recently been made public.
will, it is believed, have a bencficial eflect
upon the relations between the two coun
tries,

The relations between those paris of ilie
Island of St. Dominge, which were for
merly colonies of Spain apd France, res-
vely, are still in an unsetiled condition.
The proximity of that island 1o the United
States, and the delicate questions involved
in the existing controversy there, render it

| by sudden changes,

| poria, amd at all times, an

State of discriminating duties upon the vess |

]

feal a coufidence that ka is not to ba ruined
But to make a tanff
form and permanent, it isnot only ne-
the law ehould not be tm‘rml.]
Tao |

uni
cessary that
! but that the duty should not flactuate,

| wherever the natare o1 the article is such as
{10 admit of it.  Advalurem duties Huciuaie
' with the price, knd uiler strong temptations
to fraud rod perjury. Spreifie daties, on |
the eontrary, are equal and uniforn in all
d offer a strong
inducement 10 the i porter to ring the best
[ nrticle, an Le popye o mare duty wpon that,
| than upon one of inferior quabity. 1 there.
| fore strongly recnmmend a mndifieation of
[ the present el which has prostrated some
of e mast mportant and necessary manu-
setaros, and that spocitie daties be imposed
wutficiont 1o raise the  reoumito revenae,
mnking such discrimination in favor of the

Uindustrin! purstits of Gor Gwn conntry as o

encoursge home produstion, without exclnds
ing forcign eompetitien, It je also jmpori-
ant thatan anfiurtunnte provision in the pres
eut tardl which imposiaa mach higher doty
apim the raw material that eniers ante vur
manufactures than wpon tha manufactored
article, should be remetdied.

The papereaceamprnying the report of the

irsuds attempted upon the revenue, In vari
ty and amount g0 grest, a4 0 justify the

«ystem uf advalorem duties levied upon the
fureign cust or value of the articie, 1o secure
s hunest ubgervance and an «livetual ad-
ministration of the ws,  The fraudulent
devicrs to evade the luw, which have heen
detected by the vyniience of the nppraisers,
leave no roons to doubt that sinilar imposie
tiuns, vot discovercd 10 a large amonnt, have
veen successfully practiced since the enact

ment of the law now ir force, This siate of
things las already had & prejudicnl influ

ence upon thuse engaged in foreign com-
merce. It has a tendency to drive the hon-
est trader from tha business of imporiing.
and to throw that important branch of em.
plovment into the hands of unscrupulous
and dishonest men, who are alike regardiess
of law snd the obligations of an ovath. By
these means the plain intentions of Congress,

ay expressed in the law, are daily defented

Asids from the permanen! annual expen- |

Seeretary of e Tiensury will disclose

eonelusion that it 1 impossisle, ander any |

livery motive of poliey and duty, therefure,
impel me to ask the earpest atieption ol
Congress to thin snbjret, If Congress should
deemn it unwise 1o atlempt any importan
hanges in the system of levyirg dutiva al
this sewsion, it will beeome jndispensable to
the prateetion of the revenue that such reme:
dies; ns in the jaulgment of Congress may
mitigate the evi's complained of, should be
nt nnge apphed,

As hefure siated, speoifie doties would, in
mz epinion, afford the most perfeet remedy
For this evil; bur, of yan shinuld not eoncur 1o
this view, then, os a partiol remedy, | beg
ieave respretinlly to recommend that, inste d
of mlong the invoice of the articles abrond
ts o menns of determining ite value here, the
coprectness of which mviiee 1t je in many
cn=r4 impossible 1o veri(y, the law be so
chianged axto require o home valbimtion  or
appiriisal to be r--,l:n'.nll'd in o such manner ns
togive, ne fnrns practieab'e, unifurmity n
;1‘.1* severnl pnrts,
| There being va mint in Californin, 1 sm
| informod that the Inhurers in the mires are
| ey 1l 1o l;;.;;nh of thisir 2ll-|l dust at n
tnrge disecont,  Thisapuears to lie a heavy
aud unjust tax npon the fnbors of those em.
ploved i exeeneting thie pracicus metal, and
L donhi not you will be disposed, at the ean

Liest period possibie, to relieve theta lrom it
by the establishment of o mint, In the mean:
time, nn ng aseayer's eflice 19 established
there, | would revpretfully subuiit for  your
aonsidoration the propriety of nnthorising
ol vullioe, which ias been x:-wjn-:! nnid
stuinpeid, to be e eotved payinf ntof (Gov=
arnment daes, | canputl coanceive thnt the
trensiry weonld sutihr any loss by #uch a
provesion, which will af onee raise  biillion
|t it e walie, anl thereby save (if 1 am
rightly imturmed ) many millions of dollars
to the Inhorers which are now paid in bro-
keraoe to convert thie precious meral into
Unvai'nble funds, Thi« discount upen therr
linrd earnines s a heavy tax, end every ef-
| fort shuu'd be made by tha Groverrment 1o
| pelinve them from 8o great a burden,
I More tiinn three-Tonreths of onr population
[ara engaged 10 the cultivation of the soil,—
| T'he eommercinl, manufacturing, and navi
|enting interests are i, fo & geeat extent,
| dependont on the ngricultural. It is, there.
| fvre, the moat important interest of tho na-
[ tion, and haw a jusi claim to the fostering
(gnre nnd protection of the Goavernment, so
tar ns tiey can he extended consist nily
with the pravisions of the Constitution. As
this cannot be done by the crdinary modas
of legistation. [ eespeetfully  reeommend
tha estahliskment ofan Agricultural Bureay.
to be eharged with the duty of giving to this
lending bearch of Ameriean indusiry the
encouragement which it so well deserves.—
In view of the immense mineral resources of
our country, provivion should also be made
fur the employ nent of & competent mineral=
ogist and chemint, who should be reqnired,
under the dircction of the hesd of the bureav,
1o eollent specimens of the varions minerals
of onr country, and to axcertain, by carelul
annlysie, their resprelive elements anild pro~
perties, and iheir adaplation to useful pues
poses,  He should sise bo required to ex-
amine and reportupon the qualities of dily
ferent smils, and the manures best ealculated
to improve their productiveness. By pub-
lishing the rosults of such experiments, with
siitabie explanationx, and by the cullection
and distribution of rare sceds and plants,
with instructions us to the best aystemn of
cultivation, much may Ye done to promote
this great natiunal inicrest.

In enmpliance with the act of Congross,
passed on the 23 of May, 1850 providing,
among other things, for laking the weventh
censuy, a superintendent was oppointed, and
other m-asures adopred which were deemed
niecessary 1o ensure the prempt and faithiul
performance of that duty. The appropriation
alrendy made will, 1t is believed, ba mufiis
cient to defray the whola expense of 1he
work; bot Tarther Iegislation may be necess
sary n regard 1o o enmpensaiion ol soime
Lol the marshnis of the Terrtorics, It will

Uis vniformity and permaneney, that he may |alsa be proper in mnke provisions by lnw, at

"an early day, fur tha pablieation of such abs
| stracts of the returns as the pubic interesty
hay require.

The unprecedented growth of our Terri-
iories on the Pacific in wealih and popula-

ct| efct this, all duties shonld be specifir, | tian, and the consequent increase of their

social amd commerciul relations with the
Atlantic Siates, seem (o render itihe dutly
of the Government to use all iis conslito
tional power 1o improve the means of in-
terenuse with them. The imporiance of
opening ‘‘n line of communication, the
hest and most expeditious ol which the
nature of the country will admu,” between
the valley of the Mississippi and the Paci
fic, was hrought 1o your nofice by my pre-
devessor, in his anaval message; aud as
the reasons whish lie presented in favor ol
ths measure sinl exist in full force, | beg
lenve to eall yuur attentinn to them, nnd 1o
repeat the recommendations then made by
him.,

The uneeriainty which exists in regard
to the valulity ol land titles in Califorma is
a subject whieh demands your early con-
eideration. Larze bodies of land m that
Siate are elaimed under grants said o have
heen made by authority of the Spanish and
Mexican Governmente. Many ol these
have mot been perlected, otbers have been
revoked, and »ome are believed 1o be fraud-
(ulent. But unnl they shall have heen jus
| diciously invesiigated, they will continue 1o
 retard the seitlement and improvement ol
(the country. | therefore, respectlully
' secommend that provision be made by law,
| tor the appuintment of commissioners o
etamine all such claims with a vew 1o
their fina!l adjusiment.

I also beg leave to ca!l your attention 1o
the propriety ol exiending, at an varly day,
our sysiem ol land laws, with such moiis
fications as may be fecessary o.ct the Siale
of California and the territory of Utah and
New Mexico. ‘I'he mimeral lands of Cali-
fornia will. of courre, form all exception
1o any general system which may be adopt-
ed. Various metliodsof Jisposing of them
have been suggested. 1 was at first inclin-
el 1o lavor the system of leasing, as it
seemed to promise the largest revenue to
the Government, and 1o afford 1he best se~
curity sgainst monopolies; but further re-
flecsion, and our experience in leasing the

— w57y
3.—NUMBER 116.

lead mines and selling land opon eredit,
have biought my mind 1o the econelusion
that there would be great difficulty in col-
leeting the rents, and that the relation of
debtor and creditor hetween the eitizens and
Government, wou'd be antended with many
mischievous consequences, | therefore
recommend that, instead of remining the
mineral lands ander (he permanent coniro
ol the Government, they be divided into
small parcels and svld, nnder such restrics
tiong, as to quantity and time, as will ine
sure the hesi price, and guard most effect-
uaily against combinations of capitalists to
obtain munapolies.

_The annetation of Tegas and the acquis
siton of California and New Mexico have
given increased imporiance to our Indian
relations. The warious tribes brooght wvn:
der aur jorisdietion by these enlargements
ol vur houndaries are estimated tn emhrace
a population of one hundred and twenty-
four thousand.

‘i ~xa% and Naw Mevxico are sorrounded
by powerlul trihes of Indians, who are a
sonrce of eonstant terror and RUnoywnce
to the inhahitants. Separating into small
predatory bands, and always mounted, they
overrin the country, devasiating farms, de
stroying erops, driving off whole herds of
caitle, nnd oceasionally murdering the ine
liabitant=, or carying them inlo caplivity.
The roads leading into the country I8 in<
fegted with them, whereby traveling is ren-
dered extremely dangerous, and immigra-
tion 18 almost entirely arrested. The Mex-
itan lrontier, which, by the 11th article of
the treaty of Guadalonpe Hidalgo, we are
Lound to protect against the lndians within
qur bntder, is exposed o there incurvions
equally with onr awn. The muilitary force
stationed in that country (although forming
a large praportion ol the army) 18 repres
sented as entirely inadequate w our pro.
tectinn and the fulfillment of oor (reaty
stipulations Jwith Mexico. The princip'e
deficiency is in eavalry, and | recommenid
that ("ongress should, at as early a period
as procticable, provide for the rasing of one
or more regiments of mounted men.

For lurther suggestions on this suhjeer,
and others connected with our domestic ine
terests, and the delence of onr fronter, 1
refer you 1o the report of the Secretary of
the Interior and of the Secretary of War.
| . { commend also to your favorable cone
jmdrral'runb the suggestion countained 1n the
| last mentioned report, and in the letrer of

the general-in-chirf, relative to the estab-

'lishiment of an asylum for the reliel of diss
| abled and desutute suldiers. This subjeet
| appeals so strongly to your sympathies that
{ it would be superfluous in me to say any
[ thing more, than barely 1o express my cor-
] dial approbation of the praposed object.

The nary continues fo give proteclion (¢
otir eommerce and uther national interears
inthe different quarters of the globe, and,
| with the exeeption of a single steamer oum
' the Nurtheen Inkes, the vessels in commis.
! s1on are distnbuted in mx differsnt sguade
I rona.
| The tepart of the head of that Departs
ment will exhibit the services of these
qundrons, and of the several vessels em«
[ ployed in each during the past year. It is
| a source of granfcanon that; while they
[ have been constantly prepared for nay hos.
| tile emergency, thev have every where mol
whith the respect and courtesy; due ss well
to the dignity s to the peacelul dispesition
and just purposes of the nation,

The two brigantines sccepted by the
Government from a generous cilizen of
New York, and placed underihe command
of an officer of the Navy; to procaed o
the Archic seas in quest of the Britioh com~
mander, Sir John Franklin, and bis com:

panions, in compliance with the act o
! Cungress, approved in May last, had, whea
| last heard from, peoetrated o 8 high
northein latnude; but the success of this
noble and humane enterprise 1s yot uneer-
fain,

1 invite your atiention to the tiew of cur
present naval establishment and ressurces
presented in the report of \he Secretary of
the Navy; and the suggestions thereio made
fur its improvement; togeilier with the ma-
val policy recommended for the security of
our Pacific Coast; and the proleciion and
extension of our commercs with Eastors
Asia,  Our [scuities lor w larger particips-
tics in the trade of the East, hy means of
our recenl seitlemenis vo ihe shores of the
Pacific, are oo obvious 10 be uverivoked or
tisregarded.

The guestions in relation 1o rank io the
army aud navy, and relative rank between
officers of the two tranches ol the service,
presented to the Eixecutive by certain rese-
lutions of the House of Representatives, ot
'the last sessivn ol Cougress; have bees
! submitied 10 a bonrd of officers in eacl
| brauth of the service, aud their report may
Le expected at ati eatly day.

I also earvestly recommend the ensei-
ment of a law authorizing officers ol thé
army and navy fo be retired Irom the sers
vice, when intompetent lor 1s vigoreud
and active daties, taking care to make sui-
1able provisions lor those who have faith.
fully served their country, and awardiag
distinctions, hy rewmining in sppropriste
commands those who have been particu-
latly conspicuous lur geilsntry wnd good
condact. While the ubligation of the cuun-
try 10 maintain, snd honor those whe, o
e exclusion ol other pursdits, have deve.
ted themselves to ns srduous service, this
abligatiun should not be permined 10 iniers
fere with the efficiency ol the service it-
sell.

I am gratifi*d in being able 1o stote, thet
the estimates of expenditure lor the navy
i the ensuing vesr are less, by more than
cone million of dullars, than these of the
present, exceplting the appropristivd which
may become necessary lur the constructiod
of a dock on he coast ol the Pacific, pro-
positions lor which are now being conei-
dered, and on which a special repoit may
be expected early in your presenl session.

There isan evident jusiness in the sug-
gestion of the same reporty; that app .
tions for the naval service should be
separated from those for fized and permas
| meat objects, such ns building docks and
| mavy yards, and the fixtuies attached; and
trom the extraordinary objects under the
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