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GOV. REID'S INAUGURAL ADDRESS,

Delivered before the two Houses of th
bly of North Carolina, the 15! day of

Commons :

Senators and Membera of the House o iade 10 my'

Impressed with a deep sense of grati
fellow cilizens, I enter upon il
to which their kind partialit
earnes! invocation 10
official conduet as 10 prom

i d the happiness o : he
'ﬁ::ﬁ::?&gs of the Executive, atall times delicate and
responsible,
t‘?il‘;S ;and I should approac
me with greater reluctance, L for L ; L
1 find wyself surrounded by the Legislutive m._i.horl
wy of the State, confided to gentlemen w hose wisdom

and patriotism, 1 doubt not, W ill be found equal tothe

rgency. o
m'?hi mizgnided fanaticism of Abulmon‘mlsl at the
North threatens the overthrow of the Constitution
and a dissolution of the Union. [y 9
tion is one of womentous importance to the bum. ?rln
States of the Confederacy, invelving an incaleuliable
amount of property, as we ; €
and securitrn our}pcople. In the l'orm-:u'ton of "I::
federal Constitution the institution ol b_sl.wcryd w s
recognized and provided for ina umnn:rijumi;_;? :;:s:
isfactory to all the States. Suhsequent y:::,l .:r q.:mh-
tion deeply agitsted the counlry, and the South Iﬁl' :
concessions to the North and submitted to the Mis-
souri compromise, with the assurance and expectation

h the fearful task assigned

& General Assem- |
January, 1851.

are magnified by the impaortance of the |

The Slavcry ques- |

1l as the domestic peace

haps as just as any.that could be adopted. The dif-
f fer';noe ijn the amu{ml received by the larger number
of Counties in the State, whether the distribution be
according to federal or white population, would be
very incunsiderable. Slaves are owned in every part
of the State, and each County shares alike in the

1e duties of the ll:\li?ﬂfdislribulion in proportion (0 iis federal Popuhqon,
h lma;:'.;iled :::‘i:r::i.' :.:; | Federal populatign is not made the basis of education,

Almighty so ; :

ge:she we]I - ':?’lzteslf:z:' | This prineiple of distribution has, ina commendable

f the people ol the Siale.

but the distribution of the fund for that purpose.

spirit of compromise, been time after time settled by
ihe Legislatwre. JIs ihe agitation of this question
never to cease T ‘T'he great inconvenience we have
1o encounter in relation to our system of Commnon

wére itnot for the fucl Ul ¢ 40015 | appprehend, is not to be found in the mode

' of distribution, but in the inadequacy of the fund and
! in the imperfect manner in which the Schools are re-
{ gulated. And I submit whether, instead of conlinu-
| ing this agitation, which is calculated to array one
| portion of the Siate aguinst the other, our atlenlion
' many notbe mose properly directed to the enlargement
| of the fund and its proper investment, and to the im-

provement and better regulation of the Schools them-

selves.

' past engaged public attention, and it is believed that
|a large wajority of the people demand this Consti-
| tational reform. The subject embraces the plain pro-
| position, whether the right to vote for the Senate
[ shall be extended to such persons as are al present
| entitled to vote for the House of Commons. Itis

not doubted but such voters are fully competent to

| DEMOCRATIC DISTRICT CONVENTION.

in the town ol . ;
Jeeting delegates to the Baltimore Convention.

On motion, Robert Welker, Jr., of Rockingham
eounty, was called 1o the Chair, and Joseph Masten,
of Forsyth, and Jacob B. Balsley, of Rockingham,
were_requested to act as Secretaries.

On motion of Robert P. Dick, Esq., 2 committee
of five, viz: Jas. R. McLean, Wm. H. Reece and
Robt. Ityan, of Guilford, Wm. Scott, of Rockingham,
and Jno. Lawrence, of Forsyth, were appointed a
commillee to draft resolutions expressive of the sense
of the meeting. During the absence of the commit-
tee the meeting was elognently addressed by Robert
P. Dick, Esq., upon the importance of the coming

]}and conciliation among the democrats.

| “I'he commitiee, after a short absence, reported
‘through Jas. R. McLean, Esq., the following resolu-
| tions, which he accompanied with a few remarks, up-

T'he question of Equal Suflrage has for some time | on the hright prospects of success which awaited the |

| cause of Democracy in August and November next.

Whegreas, YWe, the Democrats in Convention as-
! sembled from the Counties composing the Fourth
| Congressional District of North Carolina, are desir-
; ous of being rv[:resamed in the Demoeratic National
Convention 1o be held in the City of Baltimore on
‘the first dav of June next, for the purpose of select-

that this exciting element of political strife was lo - exercise the right of suffrage in choosing both branch- | ing candidates for the offices of President and Viece

forever put to rest. After availing herself of alrl the
advantages derived under that compromise, the :\c.nrlh
urged exorbitsnt demands, which led to the enacl-
ment of the series of compromise measures passed by
the present Congress, by which the South lost tn-

ortant rights by again making concessions lo the
North. 'T'he North, having availed herself of all the

'es of the General Assembly. To withhold this in-

valuable privilege from those whom it is proposed to

| place upon terms of equality at the ballot-box, upon
|the ground that if they enjoyed the right they might
abuseit, is an unjust reflection upon their virtue and
intelligence, and is denying the tundamental prinei-
ple upon which all free governments are based. This

| President of the United States. Therefore,
Be il Resolved, That Robert P. Dick, of Guilford,
| Thomas Ruffin, Jr., of Rockingham, and Jesse A.
Waugh, of Forsyth, be appointed Delegates to said
Convention from this District, with the earnest re-
quest of this Convention 1o accept said nomination.
VWV liich resolutions were ananimously adopted, and

sdvantages under this compromise, does not cease W oo 51i0n gmbraces no propusition to encroach on the | on motion it was ordered that a copy of these pro-
agitate the subject; and now threatens to repeal the o\ o 1o landholder, but to extend 10 a numerous | geedings be furnished to the Editors of the Raleigh

only one of the measures which enured to the be_m-ﬁt
of the South, aecompanied, in many 1NSANCES, by
violent threats 1o disregard the Constitution and the
laws, and to forcibly resist their execution.

We have not been indifferent to the encroachments |, 5 o 1he non-landholders, for such is the love of |
liberty and of equality among our people, that both ‘

that have been made on our rights, yet we have pa-
tiently suffered them with the hope they would not
be again renewed. We now have just cause to fear
that this hepe was illusive. North Carolina, one of
the last States 1o enter the Confederacy, yields lo
none of Rersisters in ardent attachment to the Umory.
She would regard its dissolution as an aw ful cqlamx-
1y, which she would avoid atany sacrifice consisient
with her rights and her safety. She came into the
U'nion to be governed by the federal Consutation,
and tosecure hersell against tyranny 'Emd_oppruﬂswl!.;
und so long as the Constitution is faithfully adhered
to and her rights respected, she will be among the
last of the States to desert the Union. Dut she nev-
er gave her consent to enter into a Union which
would overthrow the Constitution, violate her dearest
rights, and manacle her with the fetters of oppression.
1'c sucha Union she owes noallegiance. A solemn
sense of public duty impels me 1o declare, that lthe
¢ncroachmenls of the North on the domeslic inslilulions
of the. Svuth, have already proceeded lo the furthest
allowable point. Entertaining this opinion, 1 regard
it as due to candor that we should make that faci
known, that our brethren at the North may be fully
informed that * we know our rights, and knowing,
dare maintain them; and that if they proceed in
their aggressions, they must expeet lo merl the con-
sequences.

n view of all the circamstances, I respectfully
recommend to the General Assembly to provide—in
the event of a contingency arrising to justify it—for
taking the necessary steps to maintain the Constitu-
tion of the United States and the rights of this State;
that we may co-operate with such other Stales as
way determine to stand by a Union governed by the
compromises of the Coustitution. Puarsuing this
course, we shall feel a proud consciousness of the
rectitude of our cause, and be justified in the estima-
tion ot all itnpartial winds; and then, if the awful
calamity must come—which ‘God forbid !—let the
eonsequences fall upon those whose madness and folly
have provoked it.

‘T'hat tive rights of the States may be respected, the
Constitution preserved, and the Uuion, according to
the Constitution, perpetuated, is my ardent wish ; and
the Legislature and the people of the State may rely
upon my hearty co-operation in 3uch measuresas may
tend tothe consummation of these desirable ohjects,

It is well worthy of consideration whether our po-
lice regulations in relation to slaves and free persons
of color are sufficient ; and also, whether the public
interests does nol require further legislation to more
effectually ensure the apprehension and conviction
of persons who endeavor to excite slaves to rebellion
or insurrection, or who kidnap or persuade thew to
lrave their owners, and more especially in cases
where such offenders flec 10 other States.

A judicious system ol Iuternal Iinprovements by
the State has ever been regarded as an object of Ln-
portance worthy of the consideration and action of
the General Assembly. Cheap tranaportation could
not fail to add to the wealth and convenience of all
classes of our citizens, and to the prosperity of the
State. ‘There are various objects which elaim the
consideration of the Legislature. Feelinga deep in-
terest in the prosperity of every part of the Siate,
and believing that the members of the General As-
sembly, residing as they do in the varicus Counties,
will be fully prepared 1o give due consideration 10 the
elaims of every portion of the Siate, | do nct feel
wyse!l called upon to decide between the peculiar
metits of the many objects of public improvement
which demand the patronage of the State.
ing out a system of Internal Improvemen:s a large
expenditure of money is necessarily required, and it
15 not to be expected that a State can at onece embark
in all the schemes that are desirable. Works of this
description s_lwuld be undertaken with due caution in
regarJ to their practicability and the adequacy of the
means of the State to complete them. As a genera)
rule, l' think the Legislature which authorizes thecgn-
struction of works of Internal lmprovement ought,
ut ihe_same t‘lm.?. lo provide for raising the means
tor lh_e'u- "omPl‘“""ﬂ- W hether public opinion or the
condition of the Creasary will justify the State at
this tinre in embarking in other and new objects of
improvement, and if so, to what extent, is a ques-
tian whit“.h is submitted to the prudence and wisdom
of the General Assembly. While a judicious s¥s-
tem of Internal hr_apmw:emems within the means and
resources of the State, is desirable to all, yet a wild

und extravagant one, involving the State in a large

public debt without the prospect of a return of ade- |

uate advantages lo the people, is to he deprecated.
Such a system woull, for a time at least, paralyze
the spirit of ilnprovement, and, with it, the prosperi-
ty of the State. The laws in force for carrying out
works of Internal linprovement already provided for,
und such others as the Legislutore in ifs wisdom may
hereaftar provide for, so far as depends upon my uc-
tion as Executive, shall be faithfully executed.

In a State like ours, where the popular vuice di-
recis und governs public affairs, education isa subject
uf general and paramount importance. It is therefore
the pu!uiy of the Siate to fosterand iniprove our sys-
temn of Common Schools, so as 10 answer the landable
and beneficent purpose for which it is intended. In
1325, un uet was passed selling apart certain sources
of revenue fur Common and convenient Schools, and
providing for the distribution of its proceeds among
the several Counties in proportion to the fres white
pupulation in each, whenever in the opinion of the
'[..‘vgulallurﬂ_lhe same had sufficiently accumulated,
I'his fund did not sufficiently accumulate to putinto
aperation a system of Common Schor-ls, until the
State received a considerable sum under the deposite
uct of Congress, the most of which sam, together
with stocks belonging to the State, was transferred
L0, or invested for the use of, the Literary Fund. The
State received this deposite from the General Gov-
ernment aceording to federa) population, and the As.
m.al..nbu' of 1836_. which transfarred these new acqui-
sitions to the Literary Fund, expressly stipulated that
they should be ** subject at all times 10 the direction
and control of the General Assembly."” These ac-
cumulalions had, in the opinion of the Legislature
sufficiently increased the fund 1o justify :‘:ha com-
mencewment of a system of Common Schools ; and in
1888, an act was accordingly passed. '

The act of 1840 provided that the pent annual in-
come of the Literary Fund should be divided accord-

ng 10 federal population. Sinee that time our Schoo)

laws havesbeen frequently revised and re-enacted
bul every time retaining the prineiple of dinrihuuo;
anuit
c;n devise no plan for the distribution of 1higa nr:lufi
that will noy opemta inore favorably to some Coup-
| och a result is inseparable from
the Oi;f;dl:‘l;n ol‘flhe State; and it is believed that the
prese @ of dwsuribution is, upon the whole, per-

according to federal population. Human in

ties than to othery,

In carry- |

and meritorious class of our follow-citizens one of
the dearest rights of American freemen. Itis grat-
fying 1o know that this question of exiending the
right of suffrage has not arrayed the landholders

classes are found actively co-operating in their efforts
to carry out this question of Constitutional reform.
Efforts have been made to connect with this Tlesuon a |
change of the basis of representation.

Standad and the Greensborough Patriot, with a re-
] quest to publish the same. W hereupon the Conven-
'tion adjourned sine die.

' ROBERT WALKER, J&., Chairman.
Josepu H. MasTen,

Secrelaries.
Jacon B. BausLey, 2 izl

The papers contain the melancholy particulars of
'a controversy between Kx-senator Hannegan, of In-

do not | djana, and Capt. Duncan, his brother in-law, living

think that either justice or public policy demands i the same house at Covington, Indiana, which led

such a change. The Convention of 1835, ina_Spiril
'of compromise and concession, adopted taxation as
the basis for the Senate and federal pepulation as the
basis of representation for the House of Commons.
| The Abolitionists at the Nerth wish to destroy the

basis of federal population upon which we are rep- |

resented in Congress. Their course on this subject

to the death of the latter. Itappears that on the day
and evening previous, they had both been drinking,
'and that on the morning of the sad occurrence, Capt.
Duncan went up stairs to Mr. Hannegan's room, and
an altercation ensued between the parties, when Capt.
Duncan gave Mr. Hannegan a slap inthe face. Mr.
Hannegan, upon the indignity he felt, and the in-

is viewed as dangerous and mischievous; and I regard ' pylse of the mament, struck Capt. Duncan with a
a similar movement in relation to our representation | kpife in the lower part of the stomach, inflicting a

in the State Legislature, however well intgnded, as
fraught with equal mischief and danger. The led-
eral basis consists of three-fifths of the sluves added
to the whole number of free persons. The white
basis would wholly exclude the computation of slaves
inrepresentation. Persons other than voters are pro-
perly represented. Although federal population pre-
vails as a basis, yet slauves do mot vote, nor do white
femnales and minors; still they are represented.
Slaves, although property, are persons, and subject
"to legislation in that two-fuld character.

Every county in the State is interested in the slave
question, and the State should ]]:ne bul one voice on
this imporant subject. Experience has but too re-
cently shown us the sad consequences resulting from
the agitation of the slavery questivn between the dif-
ferent States of the Union. - Are these exciting scenes
to be brought nearer home 1o us—io array one sec-
tion of the State against another, and o destroy the
good feeling, the peace and friendship which it is
so desirable to cultivate between the various portions
uf the State ! Let us forget that we are partizaps, and
bury this dangerous element of agitation, with the
determination to unile our earnest exertions 1o pro-
mote the honor and prosperity of the State, Engrafi-
ing the white basis on Equal Suffrage would be an
indirect, but a most certain and effectual mode of de-
feating the latter question. ‘I'his must be obvious to
every reflecting mind. Equal Suffrage, connected
with a change of the hasis, must fail ; standing by
itself, it must prevail. "T'his amendment to the Con-
stitution may be passed by the present and succeed-
ing Legislatures, and submitted to the people for rati-
fication in the wanner provided in the Consltitution,
without incurring the expense of ealling a Conven-
tion. In the initiatory slep, it requiresa larger number
of the members of the Assembly to eall a Conven-
tion than to pass the amendment. The Conventional
mode of effecting this reform weakens the qrestion,
while the Legislative mode does not, and therefore the |
lalter is preferable. 1t is believed that the success |
ol this measure will be promoted by being submiited
and voted uponasun isolated guestion, without being
connected with any other Colistitutional amendment,

The election of Judges and Justices of the Peace
Ly the people, and for terms less than for life, are
queslions ol Constitstional reform, which I recom- |
mend to the favorable consideration of the General
Assembly. ‘There are other amendments to the Con-
stitution that have aitracted public attention, to which '
I doubt not, you will give that degree of considera- I
tion whick their importance demands.

ral Assembly may rely upen my hearty co-operation
in such measures as may tend to the prosperity and
happiness of the people of the State. ;
We di- |

L

Tue Democaatic State ConvenTioN.
rect the attention of our reacers to the proceedings of
this body, which will be found in to-day’s paper. It |
will be perceived thatit was well attended, forty-two |

counties being represented by a hundred delegates or |
linore. T'o say that the Convention was an able body,
 would scarcely be doing justice to the brilliant galaxy |
ol distinguished men who "participated in its delibe- ‘
rations. Without wishing to make any invidious
discriminations, we would menticn among that nam- |
ber Gen. R. M. Saunders, Perrin Busbee and James
B. Shepard, Esq'rs, of YWake ; Hon, Abram Rencher
of Chatham ; R. P. Dick, Esq. of Guilford ; D. K.
McRae, Ksq. of New Hanover; and our fellow-citi- |
zen of Cumberland, Hon. Jas. C. Dobbin. Thevery |
fact that such men as these guided the deliberations
{ of the Convention, would, aside from other conside-
rations, afford an ample guaranty that its action would
be based upon sound democratic principle. The
resolutions set forth plainly the position of the Demo-
| eratic Party of North Carolina. Its ancient platform
| is re-affirmed—Free Suffrage by legislative enactment
| 1s recommmended—adherence to the Compromise is
! expressed—and opposition o any change of Lthé basis
of representation in our Siate Legislature distincily |
pronounced. ‘T'he Demoecratic Party are unequivoeal-
ly for the present basis. There is no evasion, no with-
holding of opinion on this vital question, in order to
|uwuil. the opinion of the majority. The whigs in
| their recent State Convention express no opinion in
, relation to measures of Constitutional reform, except
!'as 10 the mode in which they are to be effected. They
are for leaving it to the people to say whether a Con-
vention shall be called or not. Let the people note
this diversity, and let them by their votes in the
| August election decide whether they prefer fair deal-
ing vpenand above board, or a shuflling non-commii-
tal policy which waits to hear what the dear people
have 10 suy before it seitles down into anything defi-
nite.
The deliberations of the Convention were conduc-
ted with the utmost harmony and good feeling among
the individual members. The speeches delivered
were characterized by great ability, as indeed would
be expecied from the very enunciation of the names
of the speakers. The Democratic Party may well
be proud of such a body. Fay. Car.

llow. Joun SurLLivax. In a late number of the
Manchester (N. H.) Mirror, we find a deserved
tribute to the abilities, eloguence and character of
Hon. John Sullivan, present Attorney General of this
State. We hesrtily endorse the sentiment ; and are
i free to add that this Siate contains within her borders
uno citizen who, in point of character, manliness,
sense, splendid abilities, and all which goes to make
up a MAN, stands above John Sullivan, of Exeter.
A striking incident in the history of the jurispru-
dence of our State, is the fact that its criminal prose-
cutions have been confided by executive appointment
o three individuals of the same family since the or-
ganization of our State :—General John Bullivan of
Revolutionary memary, the Grandfather; Hon. Geo
Sullivan, the father; and Hon. John Sullivan his
son,—having held the cffice of Attorney General un-
der our State Government!. Such an instance is
doubtless unparalleled in the history of any other

ysevere, and what is thouzht a dangerous wound.
| From private letters and other sources, the Lafayette
Jourual has some additional particulars of interest.
I'o all inquiries as to the cause of the difficulty, its
origin, &c., Capt. Duncan invariably replied * Noth-
ing, it was nothing,’ and seemed determined not to
reveal any thing that would afford additicnal evidence
,against Mr. Hannegan. It is said that a short time
before he died he observed that he himself was to
blame. It is thought by some that he made private
| declarations as to the whole wmatter, but if so they
have not yet been made public. He died, after suf-
fering the most intense pain, calm and composed,
'fully and freely forgiving Mr. Hannegan. Immedi-
ately after the occurrence, Capt. Duncan requested

the Masonic fraternity, of which both he and Mr. |

Hauoegan were members, to take him in charge,
They did so, and he was huried with the honors of
that order, The funeral ook place from Mr. Hanne-
gan’s residence, where Capt. Duncan died. The lat-
ter was the only living brother of Mrs. Hannegan,
who still lives, the object of universal pity. The
anguish of Mr. Hannegan's mind is said 10 be most
intense and excruciating. The consequences of his
rash act have driven hiin lo a state closely bordering
on insanity. Capt. Duncan was a member of his
family, highly estcemed by all_ who knew him. He
 had resided in Covington but about two years, as a
'merchant, and had gained the good will and friend-
ship of the entire community by his universal affa-
bility and genilemanly demeanor. He formerly was
a citizen of Newark, Ohio, and commanded the only
company of mounted riflemen from Ohio in the Mex-
ican war. His bravery and courage were undoubted,
and many of his old acquaintances will hear of his
death with the most poignant grief, the deepest sor-
row. He leaves no family—never having been mar-
ried. His age was about furly. At the time of his

death he seemnd to be in the prime of life—was hear- |

ty, and of fine commanding personal appearance.
No steps had beeg taken for the arrest of Mr. Han-
negaun.
cited, deeply sympathize with him in his loss, the
consequence of his own act. Momentary passion
and the influence of liquor are generally supposed,
there, to be the cause of the whole calamity.
Richmond Enquirer.
Lazy Mex. Genius unexerted, is no more ge-
nius than a bushel of Acornsisa forest of oaks.
There inay be epics in men’s brains, just as there arc

: : | oaks in acorns, bul the tree and the book must come |
In conclusion, permit me to remark that the Gene- | J.1 before we can measure them. We very naturally |

recall here that large class of grumblers and wishers
who spend the time in longing to be higher than they
aze, while they should have been employed in advan-
cing themselves. ‘These bitterly moralize on the in-
justice of society. Do they want a change? Let
them change—who prevents them? If you are as
high as your faculties will permit you to rise in the
scale of society, why should you complain of men ?
Is it God that arranged the law of precedence ? Im-
lead hiin to be silent,

If you have capacity fora higher station, take it—
What hinders you? How many men would love 10
sleep beggars and wake np Rothchilds or Astors!
How many men would fain go to bed dunces to be
waked up Solomons! You reap what you have
sown. They who sow dunce seed, vice seed, lazi-
ness seed, usually get a crop. 'They that eow the
wind, reap a whirl wind. A man of mere * capacity
undeveloped,’ is only an organized day-dieam with a
skin on it.

A flintand a genius that will not strike fire, are
no better than wet junk wood. We have scripture

If you would go up, go—if you would be seen,
shine. At the present day, eminent position in any
profession, is the result of hard, unwearied labor.
Men can no longer fly at one dash into eminent posi-
tion. They have got to hammer it out by steady and
rugged blows. The world is no longer clay, but
rather iron in the hands of its workers. Emerson.

For the Standard.

VWueEREas, It has been the will of an all-wise God
to recall to himself the life of our beloved member,
Bryan O. Upchurch, of this county, the sad but will-
ing duty devolves upon us, of expressing this tribute
to his memory ; therefore be it_unanimously

Resolved, ‘That we, the members ol the Franklin
Institute, while submitting with due reverence 1o the
dispensation of Heaven, regret in it, the loss of one

gy. morality,and truth to have been his rule of action,
and virtue and proper greatness, the objects of his
life, and the exercise ol these qualities during his con-
nection with us, promised the fulfillment of all his
hopes.

Resvlved, That we deeply deplore the severe afflic-
tion and irreparable bereavement, which his parents
and relations have sustained ; that we tender 1o them
our true sympathy, and the belief that he is now re-
ceiving the reward of virtue in the spirit land.

Resolved, That in testimoay of regard tc the char-
acter and memory of the deceased, we will wear the
usual badge of mourning for thirty days.

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be sent
to the North Carolina Standard, Raleigh Register,
Biblical Recorder, and Weekly Post, with request
that they be published by the same.

G. W. ARrriNgTON,
Ino. C. MagriorT, » Commillee.
W. C. Dowp,

The Artesia¥ Wern. We were under the im«
pression, that the Artesian Well, in Charleston S.
C. had long since been abardoned, but by a late
number of the Charleston Courier, we learn that the
Well has already beon excavated to the depth of be-
tween nine hundred and one thousand fest, and that
Mr. Walton, the operator. is now in Philadelphia
awaiting the completion of 1200 feet of iron tube to
enable him to proceed in his descent.

State. New Hampshire Democral.

Mr. Walton has no doubt of his success.

According to previous notice, the Delegates hereto-
fore appointed in the several counties composiRg the
4th Congressional District of North Garolina, assein-
bled on ‘"nesday the 18th of May, in the Court-house

éreanlborough, fur the purpose of se-

elections, and upon the necessity of union, harmony |

I'he entire Community, although highly ex- |

for it, that a * living dog is better than a dead lion.’ !

who has honored our pursuits ; that we believe ener-l
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| RALEIGH, WEDNESDAY, MAY 26,

FOR GOVERNOR:

HON. DAVID S. REID,

OF ROCKINGHAM COUNTY.

e

e e o o P i i

CANDIDATES FOR WAKE COUNTY.

] BENATE :
] WESLEY JONES.

HOUSE OF COMMONS :
ROMULUS M. SAUNDERS,
GASTON H. WILDER,
WILLIAM A. ALLEN.

‘ﬁoceed?néa of the Council of State--
Called Session of the Legislature.

Pursuant to a call of the Governor, the Council of
State met in this City on the 18th instant, and a quo-
rum not appearing, the Council adjourned to the 20th,

Secretary.

We have been permitted to copy, for-the informa-
tion of our readers, the proceedings of the Council
in relation to a called session of the Legislature.

The following communication was received from
Gov. Reid, and considered :

Execurive Orlics,
Raleigh, May 20, 1852. ;

GentreMEN # The coustruction placed on the 2d
clause of the lst section of the 3d article of the Con-
stitution of the United States, requires the vote for
President and Vice President in 1852 1o be accord-
ing to the Census of 1850. This construction has
been generally acquiesced in, and will, 1 presume,
be adopted by all the Swtes. Although 1 have not
been officially informed of the fact, yet it is well un-
derstood that North Carolina, according (o the late
apportianment, will only be enutled to ten Electoral
votes in the nexi election. 'T'he act of the General
Assembly of this State at the session of 1842-'3 di-

eleven Electors, while the State under the late ap-
porticnment will only be entitled 1o ten Electoral
voles.
| President will take place before the regular period
| appointed by law for the meeting of the Generul As-
| sembly. It is provided by law thai ** the Governor
[ may with the advice of the Council of State, call a
| meeting ol the General Assembly, if the sawe shall
! be absolulely necessary, at a sooner day than the

| same way be adjourned jto ur appointed to meet.”
| [ submit 10 your consideration, whether under the
circumstances it does not become necessary o con-
| vene the General Assewmbly at an earlier day than is
| provided by law lor its regular ieeling, to have fur-
| ther Tegislation to avoid illegality in the election for
! President and Vice President. If your body should
' advise the General Assembly to be convened for the
purpuse 1 have mentivued, the question then arises as
| 1o the mosl appropriale tune lor the mmeeting: I oc-
curs (o me that it should not be called together till
after the next August election.
| The Constitution provides that * the Senate of this
| State shall consist of fifty representatives, bienuially
| chosen by ballot, and to be elected by districts ; which
| districts shall be laid off by the General Assembly,
E al its firsl session afler the year one thousand eight
hundred and forty-one; and afterwards at its first
session alter the year oue lhousand eight hundred and
fifiy-one.” Itis also provided thal the apportionment
|ol the members ol the House of Cumwons * shall
be mwade by the General Assembly, ai the respective
titmes and periods when the districis for the Senale
are herein belore directed to be laid off, ™ If the
| General Assembly should be called together belere
| the regular period, 1t would of course be a session,
| and the first session afler the year one thousand eight
hundred and fifiy-one. The language of the Consu-
| tion is not the first regular or biennial session, but “al
! ils first session.” It would, therefore, seem that il
| the Legislature is convened the Conslitution requires
the Seuatorial districts 1o be laid off und the mewbers
of the llouse of Commons to be apportioned. 1f it
is convened belore the next August election it will be
| composed of members chusen in 1850, who, I pre-
| sume, were not elected witha view 1o laying off the
| Senatorial distriets and apportioning the members of
the House of Commons. I therelure submit wheth-
ler a regard for public interestand a respect for public
opinion, do not require that the time. for convening
the General Assembly should be posponed till the
first Monday in October next. The Legislature then
| called together would be fresh from the people, and
| tulty prepared 1o reflect their will on these subjects
| and all others.
| The next session of the General Assembly will in
| all probability be one of miore than ordinary length.
Laying off the Congressional and Senatorial distriets,
apportionizg the members of the House of Com-
| mons, and acting upon the Report of the Commis-
| sioners appointed 1o revise the Statutes, added to
the ordina:‘g business of legislation, will protract the
session. The people might go on and in their pri-
| mary meetings nominate their candidaies for Electors.
tand the General Assembly, when convened, might
| pass the necessary act in time for the Presifential
' election. The Legislature could then pruceed to lay
| off the Senatorial districts and apportion the memb-
ers of the House of Commons; repeal, for the ses-
' sion, the act fixing the time for the meeting of the
General Assembly, and then act upon the Report of
! the Committee appointed to revise the Statutes, or
| upen any other business of legislation. In this way
it seemns to me the expense and inconvenience of an
| extra session might be avoided.
| This communication, you will observe, is predicated
| upon the fact that the term of the members of the
| Legislature commences a: the regular biennial elec-
tion in August. Upon this point I think there can
be no doubt. It has been said that this construction
i would operate as an inconvenience, for if the office
i of Governor were to become vacant after the election
{ In August, then there would be no Speaker of the
| Senate to succeed him. Even admitting this to be
true, it argues nothing; for we all know that an in-
| convenience experienced from a provision in the Con-
| stitution does not autlorize us to change its construc-
I ion. The Constitution provides that members of the
Assembly shall be biennially chosen. All seem to
tadmit that they are elected for a term of two years.
1u 1835 the Constitution was amended, and instead ef
each County having a Senator and two members ol
the House of Commons, a different mode of represen-
tation was substituted. Alihough the amended Con-
stitution was ratified in November, 1835, an ordinance
of the Convention postponed its operation till the Lstof
January, 1836. The Constitution which went into
effect on that day, abolished the Assembly elected
under the old Constitution, and consequently the first
Assembly chosen under the new Constitution was
elected al the summer elections ot 1836. The term
of the members of that Assembly commenced from
the election. If the term commenced at the election
then, it must be so now, for the Constitution has not
| been changed since that time.
{ I most respectfully ask your advice in relation to
convening the General Assembly.
1 am, very respectfully,
Your obt. servant,
DAVID S. REID.

To Tae CounciL or StaTe.

WHERLUPON 1T was orDERED, that the Council of
State do advise the Governor 1o call a session of the
members of the General Assembly to be elected in
August next, to meet in the City of Raleigh, on the
Jirst Monday in October nexl, as proposed in the pre-
ceding communication. ;

W. S. HILL, Presi. of Coun.

No further business coming before the Council, that

body adjourned.

when a quorum was in attendance. Wilson S. Hill, |
Esq. was ckosen President, and Mr. W, H. Jones,‘

VOTE UPON THE CONSTITUTION IN 1835.

We pablish below, at the request of friends, the
vote of the people of this State, on the 2nd Monday
of November, 1835, on the question of ratification
or rejection of the present Constitntion:

vided the State into eleven Electoral districts. There- |
fore the act ol Assembly provides for the election of |

I'he next election for President and Vice |

GouxTiES. RariricatioNn. Resecrion.
Anson, 815 44
Ashe, 466 88
Brunswick, — 466
Buncombe, 1322 22
Burke, 1359 1
Beaunfort, 90 639
Bladen, 6 564
Bertie, ’ 96 315
Craven, 131 270
Carteret, : 32 332
Curritvek, 22 115
Camden, 61 333
Caswell, 466 162
Chowan, 7 322
Chatham, 556 200
Cumberland, 331 439
Columbus, 3 391
Cabarrus, 598 46
Duplin, 56 532
Davidson, 1034 33
Edgecombe, 29 1324
Franklin, 85 617
Guilford, 971 237
Gates, 12 502
Granville, 433 308
Greene, . 9 423
Halifax, 239 441
Hertford, 7 376
Hyde, 2 431
Haywood, 481 8
Iredell, 1194 18
Jones, 23 239
Johnston, 73 776
Lineoln, 1887 42
Lenoir, 54 320
Moore, 110 370
Macon, 502 19
Monigomery, 538 103
Meckienburg, 1097 67
Martin, 14 795
New Hanover, 54 365
Nash, 8 757
Northampton, 12 286
Onslow, 97 357
Orange, 1031 246
Person, 180 287
Pasquotank, 7 442
Piu, 32 710
Perquimons, 10 431
Rowan, 1570 24
Randolph, 426 163
Rockingham, 612 68
Robeson, ARG 458
Richmond, 263 43
Rutherford, 1557 2
Samyson, 148 463
Surry, 1751 4
Stokes, ° 1061 71
Tyrrell, I 459
Washington, 14 409
Wilkes, 1757 8
Wake, 243 1124
Warren, 46 580
Wayne, 28 966
Yancey, 564 13

26,771 21,606
21,606
Majority, 5,165

It is well known that under the old Constitution
the representation in the Assembly was by Counties,
each Counly having one Senator and two Common-
ers. This basis, which had no reference to either
numbers or taxation, became in process of time un-
just and unequal, and bore heavily upon the Western
Counties. The West demanded a Convention for
the purpose of revising and amending the Constitu-
tion, and especially for the purpose of equalizing
representation in the Legislature ; and the East, after
much heat and discussion on the subject, yielded to
the demand. No provision then existed for amend-
ments by Legislative enactment and the subsequent
sanction of the people at the polls; and indeed, if
such a provision had been in existence, it would
scarcely have been possible to have arranged the pres-
ent basis and adjusted the balance of power in that
way. The Convention was called, two Delegates
from each County, and the body was expressly lim-
ited to a certain course of action by the act which
called it. Fifty Senatorial Districts were laid off,ard
it was also ordained that the House of Commons
should eonsist for the fulure of one hundred and twenty
members ; and the Commons was based on Federal
population, and the Senate on taxation of whatsoever
character. ‘This was the compromise established by
the two sections, in Convention, in 1835 ; and this
compromise, according to a calculation made by Mr.
Gaston, gave the West a majority of six in the Com-
mons, and the East a majority of four in the Senate.
The Constitution, as amended, was then put to the
people at the polls for ratification or rejection; and,
as the above table shows, the Western Counlies voled
lo ralify by immense majorities, while the Eastern
Counties generally voted to reiect. The present
Constitution is, therefore,as much a Western as it is
an Eastern Constitution, so far as the basis is con-
cerned ; and the laie Democratic Siate. Convention,
in planting itself on the basis as it is, took Western
as well as Eastern ground—{ovk ground for the whole
Stale, and setits face, like a flint, against sectional ap-
peals and sectional claims. The proposition of Gov.
Reid, which has been sanctioned by three-fifths of
the Legislature, to place all the free white men inthe
State on an equality at the ballot-box, is nol a sec-
tional but a general proposition; and the success of
this proposition is just as important to the citizen who
resides on the seashore as it is to the dweller on the
mountains. The principle of Free Suffrage will dis-
turb no existing compromise, interfere with no vested
right, injure no interest which now enjoys or can
enjoy the protection of the Constitation or the laws.
So far from this, it is the just and legitimate resalt of
the very basis on which the Senate is fixed ; for as
the Senale vs based and apportivned upon lazalion of
all sorts, so ought all free white men, who have paid
taxes, be eniitled lo vole for Senalors.

The sages and patriots in the Convention of 1835,
who established this basis, were determined that their
work should stand ; and with this view it was pro-
vided that in future no Convention should be called
but by the concurrence of two-thirds of both houses
of the General Assembly, while it was likewise or-
dained—as if to render the call of a Conventionstill
more improbable—that the Constitution might be
amended in its various parts, from time to time, by
three-filths and then two-thirds of the Assembly, with
the subsequent sanclion of the people at the pols.
The majority principle, now so strenuously urged by
the white basis advocates, was directly voled down
in that Convention. Mr. Meares said it was ** well
known that a large portion of the people of the State
were in favor of adopting white population as :the
basis of representation —he believed the majority
principle, if engrafied in the Constitution, would lead
to this result; and he declared that, fo ** guard against
this, was the object of his amendement,” requiring two-
thirds to call a Convention. On the same occasion,
Mr. Gaston said, see Debates of the Convention,
pages 348, 349 :

“ This was one of the most important questions
that had come before the Ceonvention; for, whatever
benefits we may have promised ourselves from our
labors in this body, in laying the foundations of our
Constitution on equitable and fair principles, if we
put it in the power of bare legislative majorities to
upset them .|f:- then indeed have we toiled in vain,

He was not only surprized, but filled with fearful
apprehensions. Itappearsas if this body were going
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Phese are ** words of truth and soberness ™ ; and
yet scarcely seventeen years have passed ere (g
“.fesrf'ul apprehensions ™ of Mr. Gaston are begin.
ning to. be felt by ihe friends of te basis, He be-
lieved and hoped, and his honored and patrioticasso-
ciates believed and hoped as he did, that this 1wo.
thirds requirement which they inserted in the Constj.
tution, would forever prove a barrier 1o plaos of
aggrandizement” ard seclional aggression; but what
would he say now, if among us as he was then, of
the demand set up by these ** wild demagogues,” (hat
this two-thirds vole in bolh houses of the Assembly, must
yield to the voice of a bare majority al the ballol-bor?
Would he—could he, ander such circumstances, re-
cognize the Whig party of the State as the * conser-
vative » and Constitution-abiding pariy? No—he
wuuld turn from them with mingled anger and regret;
and he would look to the Democrats as alone capable
of meeting and managing this question as it ought to
be met and managed, for the good and the wellare of
all interests and sections,

We call upon the people of North Carolina,ss they
value their own peace and their deasrest interests, to
look at these things as they are—to discard party in-
fluences and disregard partizan appeals ; and to un-
nounce, in tones which shall silence these ** dema-
gogues’’ for years to come, that when they demand
the undoubted right of Free Suffrage, or ol equality
at the ballot-box, they infend lo have i, withvul af the
same time allowing the greal principles on which thar
political and sucial struclure resis, lo be assatled and en-

dangered,
GOV. REID'S INAUGURAL.

We invite the attention of the voters of the Staie
to the sound and noble principles contuined in Gov.
Reid’s Inaugural, which we re-publish to-day.

This Address is characterized by the same senti-
ments and views held by Gov. Reid in his first cam-
paign ; they were not changed in his second cun-
paign, which resulted in his election; and they are
not likely to be changed either now or hereafier.

That portion of the Address which is devoted o
Equal Suffrage and the basis, is entitled, ata time like
this, o particular attention; and we hope our friends
in various sections will see o it that the Governor’s
position on these questions is correctly understood by
all. Efforts are now being made to misrepresent him
—1to connect Free Suffrage wigh the basis—and 1o
leave the impression that Ae is to blame for the ak
tack now going forward by W hig leaders on the com-
promises of the Constitution; but all we ask is,llim
the facts as they are shall be laid before the peopic.
Gov. Reid claims a right for the non-landholders, the
exercise of which will not injure, in auy respect, the
landholders, or interfere with the basis; and forth-
with Whig leaders assail the basis, commit a wr?nr.'
in so doing, and then turn round and censure Gov.
Reid for their own wrong !

GOV. REID.

Gov. Reid left this City on Friday last for Rock-
ingham, having been called there by indispensable
duties ; but he is expected to return this evening, and
will start to-motrow morning on his campzign. He
expects to address the people at Seow Hill, Greens
on Saturday mext, the 29th; and he will mest Mr.
Kerr at Greenville, on the 31st.

We learn that he expects to prosecute the 3
paign steadily until the election. He will visit#
many points as he can, and address the people s ¢F
ten as possible; in other words, he will perform his
duty to his friends to the best of his ability, aod ¢!y
on them to do the rest.

APPOINTMENTS BY THE GmrEH.\'DH»f

Gov. Reid has appointed Dr. John A. Haoks:©
Chatham, to represent the State in the next 200t
meeting of the Cape Fear and Deep River Navigs*
tion Company; and Messrs. Peter Evans and E“’_:
Bryan, Directors on the part of the Stateid sl
Company.

Thr;aG’;vemor has also appointed Julge Battle 10
hold the extra Term of Mecklenburg Superior C¢™
and Judge Mauly to hold the extra Term of New
Hanover Superior Court.

_New York W
follows:
4 from 3.

New Yorx. The Delegates from
the Whig National Convention stand 28
Scott 24, Webster 1, Fillmore 5, to be hear i
The New York Times, a leading Whig papen “’:
“ The fact is palpable to every one who bas ‘:
and common sense, that if Mr. Fillmore be the ¥ ;5
candidate, the vote of New York will iﬂe""_sh]’ is
cast for the Democratic nomines.” The Time?

first for Scott, and next for Webster.

Mr. Secretary Graham, accowpat:lied b_)' i
Shubrick, visited the Navy Yard at Norfolk, posiel
20th instant, and was received with the cus

honors.




