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FIVEFAVETTE FIEDS

A Band of Masked Robbers
Invades Quiet Country
Homes and

TORTURES OLD AND YOUNG.

Terrible Deeds of Deviltry Com-
mitied at McClellandtown.

4 TERROR-STRICKEN  COMMUKITY.

The Docds of the Gang Investigated—Pinos
Theroughly Laid Out—Disgnised and
Armed tothe Tecth—Attocking the House
of 8 Widew—Mps, Keener's Rtorv—Will-
tng to Muerder for Twelve Cents—The
Andersons’ Awful Experience—The Flery
Torture — Using Kerosene to Extart
Mounevy — Roasting the TVictims — The
Awtherities Petitioned to Increase the
Rewnrd Offcred for the Miscrennts.

A siaff correspondent of TriE DISPATCH
has visited the scenes of the recent outrages
in Fayeite county. The siories as told by
the wictims themselves are simply hesrt-
rending. Old, infirm men and women were
tortured in the most frightful msaner to
make them revenl secret hoards of wealth,
Youth and innocence were not exempied
from the ordeal, but were treated brutally
to the same end. The people of that county
are arcused, and demand that messures be
taken to rid the neighborhood of the gang
that terrorizes it.

IPROM A ETAYY OOREEEPONDENT.)

UxiosTowx, March 24.—Since the days
when Dick Turpin and his bloody gang
terrorized the counntry places of England;
since the grest robber chief Sehinderhaunes
snd his 100 men went plundering among
the peacelnl inhabitants of the Rheinish
provinees in Germany, and since the re-
nowned Rinaldini made his name as a pro-
fessional highwayman a houschold word in
Ttaly there has perhaps never been s gang
of housebreakers and robbers in modern
history to equal the Cool Spring gang in
Fayette county. Their modus operandi on
their lasi excursion through German town-
ship in this county hes stamped them as
the most cool-headed and systematic gang
of thieves which has ever been heard of, but
in their methods of executing their lawless
wvoostion they will certainly never be sur-

passed,
FPrompied by Fiendishness,

All their acts 1n frightening poor people
and extorting from them the bard-earned
dollare mtheirpomiuﬁnthimh
belong to the lowest type of humanity.
Anything that could be suggested by fiend-
ishness or inspired by a teeling of brutality
they did while they were among the people
near McClellandtown.,

To get & true version of their deeds and
the real extent of their operations I went
over the whole ground yesterday which had
been covered by the gang s few days'sgo. I
followed their exaet route and the tales that
were told me by a poor feeble old man; by
an old widow, who had been attacked while
ghe was alome in the honse with
her grandehild, were simply revolting
to decent minds, The stories that
have o far been told about the MeClelland-
town robbers are only true in substance.
The details had been oblained by hesrssy,
and were oot at all exact.

From my own observations and those of
other people whose gpinion is reliable, the
men must have isid their pians several days
previons to their exeention. They then
went to MeClellandtown, and in the even-
ing they took horses and started on the
Brownsville road toward Uniontown. The
eonntry is fertile nnd most of the farmers
sre well-te-do. All have saved money. Be-
ing =0 far away from any town they stay in
their houses during the greater part of the
winter, going to market or for shopping
purposes perhaps twice or three times,

The First Rald.

The gang were five in nomber and they
departed from MoClellandtown between 10
and 11 o’clock. They bhad good horses and
over their faces had long paper muslin
masks, whicn reached down on their chosts.
The first house they went to was that of
Mrs. Sadie M. Keener, on the Crownsville
road. Nobody was with her but her grand.
deughter, Birdie Keener, s f-year-old,
Mrs. Keener's two sons, who usually stay
with her, had gone toa brother of theirs,
who lives about a half mile away from
bere. In telling the story of the robbers’
visit to her place, she said:

It was between 11 and 12 o'clock when I sad-
denly awoke in my bed. I heard a nolse as if
somebody had knocked at the door, and then 1
dwstinguished the voices of several men, swenr-
ing and cursing at my door, loudly demanding
admission. I got ap and asked who was there.
“It §s your boy Johnuy" they replied. Of
ocourse 1 knew that was not so, and 1 told them
thst. Burwhile I commenced remonstrating
with them the casiog of the door suddenly
gave way and four men, all masked, burst inco
the room. I, of course, was afraid and began
to bollow and shriek for heip, when one of
them came Up 10 me, and, dragging me to the

ground, pulled two revolvers out of his
pockets. He beld oue to my head and another

against my temple.
Threatened Her Life for 12 Cents.

“Now, old woman." he cried, “tell us where
vou keep your money, ar, by God, we will shoot
your heart out.” I alwost fainted with fright,
but just them wmy little granddaughter came
running down #tairs in her night dress, and her
pitiful cries somewhat preserved my presence
of mind. Thea omneof she men, a tall, hand-
some fellow, came up, and pulling the other
sway from me, be sald: “Leave the woman
slone; you frighten ber out of her wite,” Then
they asked me apain where my money was, and
1 replied that I badn't any in the hovse except
2eents. 1 handed them my pocketbook and
they ok the 12 conts,

“But you have more. lsn't this the time you
ot your husband's 7" one of them said,
“Yes" T replied, “but I have ouly gotthe
chedks for the amount yet. You can bave them
if you want them.” Bat they refused to take
the chocks. 1n the meantime they had Jit the
lsmp and now they forced little Birdie to go
with then: 211 over the house and show them
where | kl-r[rt the money,

Soarching for Hidden Treasure

T'he poor thing hind nuthing on but her night
firess and she shiverad with the oold. bat they
@id oot mind that. When all was searched )

they turned to me again and mid: “Now, look
here, we won't do you anything if you can tell
s who of your neighbors has any money in the
house, What about Awderson, whbat about
John B. Btuckies of Minnie Remshaw? Now
speak, or we will binw out your brains as sure
&5 you are born.” I told them thatIdidmnot
know abont it st all. Than they
turned to Birdie again, and, Folding a revalver
close to Jor tempie, they asked her whatshe
knew, But, of course, the child only erled.

‘When all their threats had faled they sud-
denly changed their tacties, “All right, old
indy, we won't hurt you. Go upstairs andkeep
quist while wo go snd pay Anderson a visit,
and you, little gmrl bere, buy yourself some
candy for these 12 conts, and give usall a kiss
before we say good-by.” They then aull kissed
her on both cheeks, went away and I never saw
them again,

Annscking Avdersen’s House.
From Mrs, Keener's the gang went to

Joseph R. Anderson, who lives abont 200
vards away. This old man and his wife are
both over 80 vears of age. Anderson was
formerly a schoolmaster in “Westmoreland
county, and be moved fo this part of the
country 20 wyears ago. He is paralyzed on
the left side of his body and is s tall, thin,
sick-locking man. He said:

Tt is & sad thing when five great big burly
fellows swoop down upon you in the dead of
night, wake you from your slesp and threaten
to blow your brains out for the sake of a few
paltry doliars. I was to give them all,
but they secemed to have a flendish delight in
sseing me ecringe and equirm under their
threats snd tortures. They got here & Httle
after 12 o'clock and knocked at the door. I
immediately jumped up and felt for my re-
volver, but before I had both my feet on the
ground the door was broken open and four
men were standing before me.

The Hebbers Make a Hasl

“Tell us where you have yonr money,” one of
them sbouted. Then, héwever, while I twld
him he suddenly seemed to consider about
something and he called out, “or bettar, let us
have your keys." I told where they were and
this man went over into my pants pocket and
pulled them out. Thers are ten on the bunoh.
But he, In spite of the darkness went to this
little bureau here, which stands beside the bed,
and only after a few mistakes he found the
right key and pulled out the drawer
Now, I want to show you, this bureau
has a secret drawer which no one could
find out it he did not know where it was, But
this fellow immediataly pulled the first drawer
out; then he pus his hand into the hole and he
hauoled out the secret drawer. He put his
hand in it and he took all. Ibad$83in gold
and $5 in greenbacks. He put the money in
his pocket ahd gquickly and carelessly closed
the burean again. .

They got my money, but they were not satis-
fied. They wanted more. They lit a lamp and
bauled my wife, who lay trembling and shiver-
ing in bed, to the fire here. They threw her on
the ground and asked her to tell them where
there was more money. She implored them, for
Goa's sake, to Jet her go becanse we had mo
more.

Roasting Thelr Aged Victims.

Then they pulled her to the fire and held
her feet over the hot eoal. *“Now, tell us where
you have your other money, or we will bam
you by inchee™ The poor woman screamed
and ] asked them to let her go and have pity
upon ut poor old people. *1 have not another
penny in the world,"” [ said. But they did pot
believe me yet. *“Come upstairs,” they bal-
loed to my wife, “and let us see.” 1 was afraid
if they took her upstairs they might in
their brotality kill her and I volunteered to
go with them, They consented, and 1 was Jed
between two fellows, each holding & revolver
st my tewple, upstairs. When I came down
again my wife had fled from the house without
any clothes and stockings on. This apparently
mndo them worse. They took a kerosene lamp
and poured all the oil over me from head to
foot. Then one of the fellows said: “Now, if
¥ou afire and put you on the roof for a tarch™"
But I again affirmed that 1 bhad no more, and
then they st last left here.

A Terrorized Houschold.

Their next place of operations was at the
farmhouse of Harvey Grove, an old Fayette
county granger, who has a large, beautiful
brick house. He is rsputed to be well-to-
do, and he lives on the road from MeClel-
landtown to Uniontown with his two nieces
sod a grandson. The latter's name is Wm.
Grove, s young man shout 23 years of age.

When I got to the house they had all the
doors barricaded, and when I knocked at
the front door young Grove appeared, but
he had a look of cautisn and circumspection
about him. He opened the door sbout two
inches and spoke to me through this sper-
ture. After a while, when he seemed con-
vinced that be was not dealing with a robber
this time, he grew more communicative. He
said:

The gang arrived here about 1 o'clock, 1
was sleeping up stairs and did not know of it
until grandiather called me and told me some-
one was trying to get in at the door. I gotup
and pot my revoiver. I had only three shots in
it. 1wentto the window and said, “What do
you want?

“Something to eat,” they repliea.

*Ain’t this a Iate hour to come for something
to eat? Come to-morrow,” I then said,

“No: we want it now, and the sooner you
open the door the better it will be for you.”

Of coarse I knew then that they were thieves,

A Lively Exchange of Shots.

I bad noticed ome man standing below the
window, right in the front of the door,so I
stooped down on the ground, and holding my
revolver straight down, I fired. The report
was followed by & nolse as if they had all secat-
tered. Ilooked and saw o fellow standing be-
hinda tree. Just after I looked, however, a
whole volley of pistol shots was fired at my
window, but without an¥ effect except smash-
ing one pane. Then all was quiet, and 1 saw
the fellow at the tree come forward toward the
door, Ishot again and I hithim. He threw
his arms on his breast and eried: “What
do you shoot at me for™ Then eome
more shots were fired at me. Altogether
I think between 20 and 30 shots were
directed at me, but fortunately without eflect,
Then they left. Isaw the next morning that [
had hit the man at the door pretty badly, be-
cause there was a pool of blood there,while un-
der the tree was more,

This reception at Groves must have eooled
the ardor of the gang, because they did nou
make another sttack until they got to H. J,
Lilley's, on the Salem road, a distance of
three miles from Grove's Lilley is 58
years of age, who livesin aonestory log
house with his two danghters, Hattie Fran-
ces, 18 years old, and Alice, 11 years old.
These people were treated worse than all
the rest put together. Lilley, in telling his
story, suid:

Lilley"s Terrible Story,

1 was not feeling well that night and I went
to bed early. My girls who slesp upstairs went
to bed and forgot to close the doors. It was
after 2 0'clock when 1 was aroused by some-
body opening the door. Ishouted out and was
going to get up, but before I got so far four
men pounced inupon me, 1 noticed that all
except one had s mask on, If I could see the
unmasked one again I would surely recognize
him. He was & handsomo man with & long
roastache, and his nose a Mitle to ono side.

They asked me whether I had any money. 1
told them no. Then one of them put a revolver
to my head and shouted: “Did you ever have a
revolver 8o ¢lose to your braln before? Be
careful or it will go off. We are desperate and
we want your money. You draw a pension and
you have it bere, 5o you had better give ftup
than lose your life.” I did not think they were
in earnest, and I said 1 bad none.

Envoloped in Ruarning Keresene.

They then got a lamp from the mantelpiece
and pourcd nll the oil over me while I was
Iying in bed.  One of them held & matoh to it,
and o a secona I was enveloped in flames. |
kicked and stamped as best I donld to free my-
self irom thelr grasp and put omt the fire. [

alive if I did nottell them where my money was.
But I was not to be daunted. *If you want to
kill me, do it right away,” Isnid, “and do not
torture me to deatl”  But they never heeded
me. “Try the other dodge.” oné of them re-
marked. I did not kpow what thas meant, but
I soon found out. They now took a miner's
iamp, it it, and while two of them held me to
the bed another would hold the burning lsmp
under the sole of my naked feet. Well, the
pain was most exerucisting. I never had such
a sensation in my life. I conld not cry because
they beld my mouth shut. They then changed
their tactics once mare by holding the lamp to
my ears. Do yousee! You can see yet where
they scorched them. 8¢till I sald nothing.
Torturing the Little Girls

Buddenly the handsome man, who looked
like the leader, came up to me and said: *“Lilly,
where are your girls?™ I told him upstairsand
immediately afterward several of them wont
up, and in & few minutes 1 heard the children
cry for help. They used them most brutally.
One of them scratched her face; the other tore
ber mouth open, all the time threatening her to
make her tell where my money was. The child
never sald anything, until at last they<threat-
ened to do something more than fiendish and
diabolleal to ber. Then she gave up. Bhe
came downstairs with them and showed them
where my pocketbook was Thers were only
$35 in it: that was all, and for such a little
meney I.was belng killed,

But they werenot satisfied yet. They wanted
mare, They got little Alice to come down hete
in her night clothes :nd they helda revolverat
her head and threatened to kill her If she
woulan't tell where there was more, Bat the
child did not know. They were here till nearly
4 o’clock, almost two hours, all the time threat-
ening, torturing and tormenting me and my
children. They behaved more like flends than
homan beings, When they at last saw thatall
thelr efforts were fruitless they left cursing us.

““How many were here?"” I asked.
“Five; four inside and one at the gate.”
“Do you know any of them?”
Afrald to Identify the Robbers.
“T don’t want to say anything about that.
There is one man among them whom I do
not want to mention, beeanse I know he

would come and kill me.”
“Do you know Lewis, Tasker, Ramsey
and Sollivan?”
“No. Itis another, but his name I will
not give nnj.”
That was all I could get out of this man.
The fifth man has not been identified yet,
but mnst of the men whom I saw, Anderson
and Keener, for instance, said that they
ized John Weltner among the party.
This man has been twice n in Union-
town, but he was twice disch becsuse
the police had no charge against him.
I interviewed County Commissioner Hat-
field, who lives at New BSalem, about six
miles from here, and he said that he was
sorry he could not offer a higher reward
but that his colleagues, Messrs. Kirk and
Morris, refused to do it. A petition signed
by over 100 people has been handed to the
suthorities, E::gm{ntdhm to increase the re-
ward to make it aninducement to the police
to catch the fellows.
Late on Saturdaynight the two detectives
ot the Penn ageney returned from Markleys-
. I saw Chisholm, one of them, to-day,
e said that he believed the gang had
ped into West Virginia, where they had
lots of friends living. For the present he
thinks Fayette mnng will be guiet, but
how long the men will keep away he does
not pretend to say. HEINRICHS,

A CABINET OF ALASKANS

Wonld Have Suited Harrisos, if He Could
Have Found the Material
New York, March 2&—The Herald
this morning publishes a letter purporting
to have been written by General Harzison
to Mr. Blaine, while rmer was siill st
Indisngpolis. The docwment is pronounced
“an important eontribution to political his-
tory " The Herald says the letter eare-
lessiv-left at a_hotel while Mr. Blaine was
on his way to Washington., Itisasfollows:
InpiaxAPoLIS, February 1, 1850,
MY DEAR ME. BLAINE—Your letier of the
21st was received some days ago, and was both
in its tone and in ita conclusion very gratifying
tomwe. Iamsure you have resd inthe news-
my life sioce—a sufficient
excusa for the delay in acknowledring it
* * » Yours of the Mth has now been re-
eeived, and | hasten tothank you for your ex-
pressod willingoess to relleve Mrs. H. and
myself in any wayyoucan, * % ¥
As to myself, I do not think ol any matter in
which I can mnnlmfnlr of your kindly
flered help. The I now use sparingly
or several reasons, and as I will be in Wash-
ington lang emmﬁ: before the inanguration to
enable me to talk fully with you, I will not
subject you to the risk of a journey here un-
less it should be lh!olut.sli:m. If any-
thing should require it, however, I will not
hesitate to avall myself of your very
friendly offer. I thonght I had nearly
everything settled in own - mind
that required attention org 1 reached
Whashington, If the mne T TeporiE
to day as to Mr. Allison's position are correot
it may unssttle some of my plans. I said toa
seven un:lf the

b
and
eSCH|

aine, I bslieve. {3 the an
that has had no protest to offer. My health is
good. I get out twice a day for a walk—a hur-
ried run, to be sure—but it gives me air and
exercise, You mustnot forget, yonrself, that
vou will need all your strenpgth, With kind
regards to Mrs. Blaine, very sincerely yours,
BENJAMIN HARRISON,

JAILBIRDS' SHREWD DEVICE,

With an Improvised Lamp They Seck to
Barn Thelr Way to Liberty.
ISPFECIAL TELEGRAM TO THE DISPATCH.{

Jamesrowy, N. Y., March 24 —Details
of a very ingenious attempt at jailbreaking
at Mayville, which developed Friday, have
just reached here. Burt Tanbey, Charles
‘Walters and Charles Burks, who are in jail
awaiting trial on the charge of burglary at
Brockton last month, received a glass of
jelly with & tin cover from friends. After
emptying it they pupched s hole through
the cover and the tube of a pen-
holder. This was filled with yarn used for
mending stockings, and then, taking
from fat ments sent in with their food, they
were ready for operations.

The '.ﬁ.l of cells are double-planked,
but with the aid of & 'xim of cop wire
which they heated in the flame of tﬂ:mda
lsmp they m to burn off of one of the
inner planks snd had worked almost through
the second when discovered by Sheriff Case,
who immediately confiscated their imple-
ments and changed their guarters, Had
they reached the corridor nothing but a thin
brick wall remained, snd with the aid of
the implements outside the ecell, to get
through this would have been but the work
of a few minutes. The other prisoners knew
nothing of the plot until it was diseovered.

SAD SEQUEL T0 AN ELOPEMENT,

The Incenved Father-In-Law Fatally Siabs
His Daughter’s Husband.
JEFECIAL TELEGEAM TO THE DISPATCHL]

CoLUMBIA, B. 0., March 26 —A sensa-
tional affair eccurred in Clifton, Spartan-
burg ecounty, last night. Yesterday morn-
ing Clara Hagins, the daoghter of a farmer
in good circumstances, eloped with Edward
Mathis, a young man whose suit was bit-
terly opposed by Hagins. The couple were
married during the forenoon, and last night
Mathis took his m'i?eto his home. J. B
Hagins, the father of the wasin ted
when informed of the c!os;erkmnt, nfc?:i:-oie
he would be revenged. Last night he
armed himself with & shoemaker's knife,
and went to the house of his son-in-law.

Immediately upon entering the house he
made a d upon Mathis, stab-
bing him in the neck just below the right

ear, inflieting 8 futal wound. The
bride inj is to have
been has been
arrested and and the communiiy ia

'Lmnmm.ﬁm

HARRISON A WALKER.

Hours Every Day for His Health.

HE CAUSES NO LITTLE CHAGRIN

By the Manner in Which He Sizes Up the
Applicants for Binecures.

THAT BIG SURPLUS 1IN GREAT DANGER.

Corperal Tanner Would Kneck ft Clear Out of the
Ring in One Round

. !

President Harrison is becoming o famous
tramp. He continues to takeconstitutional |
walks and says he’d ss soon go without |
sleep or his dinner. The President talks
plaisly to office seekers who come tohim
for sinecures to pay for past services. He
says the places t0 be filled are for those

capsble of filling them. Corporal Tanner
shows how easy it is to get rid of s surpluk
[SPECIAL TELEGRAM TO THE DISPATCH.]

WASHINGTON, March 24.—The Presi-
dent and Mr, and Mrs. Russell Harrison at-
tended services at the Ohurch of the Cove
pant this morning. This afternoon the
President and Mr. Halford took s long walk
down the bank of the Potomae, around the
Washington monument and over through |
the agricultural grounds, toward the oyster
market and fish wharves. These are the |
places where the colored people do mostly
congregate on Sundays, but few of them
recognized the ochief magistrate of the na-
tion, and he attracted no more sttention
than any other well-dressed man would have
dome. .
Harrison is becoming a famous tramp. |
Nol one pleasant day has passed sinoe his |
arrival in Washington in which he has not
given at least two hours to exercise, and he
will permit nothing to interfere with this
method of taking rest and recreation. He
is generslly accompanied by his Private
Seeretary or one of the members of his
Cabinet, and ke talks business as he walks, |
but he gets the sir and exercise all the
pame. To some ope who was spesking 1o
him on this subject the other day, the
President said:

HE MUST HAVE FRESH AIR.

“I must have exercise and I must have|
air., I would just as soon think of going
without my dinner or of sitting upall night
without sleep as I wonld of Josing my daily |
exer¢ise,” |

The President is causing & good desl of
annoyance and chagrin among the poli-
ticinns here by his candor in desaribing
kind of men be wants and the kind of
he doesn't want appointed to office. He
listening attentively to what the offiee-
seekers say, but is all the time looking
their heads among the people. “Toa
tion wha the name of & candidate

for office and urged his appointment op.as
count of his poyerty, I:a l’niidunt.‘ smid
quite sternly: ; 4 J

“You must not come here to ask me fo
snch renson.

Foumunt ghe o ffos o e

i [ ‘ s
ENOW WHAT IT IS TO BE POOR
myself, and while Y have seen the time when
I would have liked any office that had a
good salary attached to it, I do not think it
is proper to use such arguments to secure
appointments in the public service.”

Another delegation went to him to
the appointment of a broken-down poli
oian, whoe hed been an excellent man in his
time and of great service to the party. After
listening to the recital of the biography of
the candidate, the President replied:

“] have known thiz man very well; I
have known of him since long before the
war, ever sinee I have been been reading
newspapers, and I recognize the value of
his services in the but I eannot ap-
point him to this office, e msn I appoint
to this office will not be selected for what
he has done, but for what he ean do. Itis
a place which needs an active, energetic,
abqe young man, and we must find some
other asylam for our old friend.”

THE SURPLUS IN DANGER.

Corporal Tanner Will Sea the Old Scldlers
Get n Bhare of It.
[SIECTAL TELEGEAM TO THE DISPATCH.]

WASHINGTOXN, March 24.—The adminis-
tration seems disposed to try to redeem the
promises its party made during the cam-
paign, to divide the surplus among the old
soldiers, Corporal Tanner has been inter-
viewed as to his policy in the pension office,
and he guotes the remark the President
made during the campaign, that in measur-
ing the country’s obligation to the old sol-
diers, apothecary scales ought mot to be
used. He added for himself that he did not
believe in the little pensions of §1, $2 and
£3, and that every man who served in the
Federsl army, or his widow or child, should
be taken eare of in need, and when an ap-
plicani cannot make out & good éase, Mr.
Tanner believes the office ought to heip him
secure the evidence, without any more gen-
eral pension legislation.

Mr. Tsnner in t-be-!:;yha litu indi-
cated, increase ann pension -
ments 1.1'.:i more tlan noo,&ooop" a
year, and ev n, g
some general .;{nlinn laws inururi.ln’;
rates or enlarging classes and adding a few
millions to the total. The Republican Con-
gress is pledged to pass, and the President
to sign & service ion bill that would at
2 s, oputiiven ity o virsually oo
and the u cAD com-
mitted fo the nmov-lp:r{he rutrlcti;m on
arrearages of pensions, and the more mod-
erate guessers for estimnies put the cost of
this removal st 300,000,000,

A BlG CUT DEMANDED.

Western Conl Operators Will Atuempt to
Redooe Miners' Wages 12 Per Cent.
{STECIAL TELEGRAM T0 THY DISPATCH.1

BRAZIL, IND,, March 24 —The Indiana

coal operators, who bolted the Miners® Pro-
gressive Union OConvention for fixing a
yearly scale, to begin May 1, have effected a
State organization, and will demand & 12
per cent reduction May 1. This is 20 cents
per ton less thanis now paid. It isnot
likely the miners will submit, although
natural fuel oils and the underbidding
of Ohio.%:'n vanin and Illinois opera-
tors leaves no for else,

no punlio meeting.
The present rate inOll.hil’;ﬂl centa; Penn-

sylvania, 79; Indiana 75; block,
90. The cut demanded. is the ever
made in the coal trade of the Wess.

JOHN C. KEW IN TROUBLE.

He Packs His Grip and Hastons to See Why
He Hasn't Been Confirmed.
EFECIAL TELEGERAN TO THE DISPATON..
eived Ineriaation thet be wondd aot 1%
recei that he would not be
: hastily took the train for Wash-

The New President Trampe Two |

dynamite and 4

A WHIM OF NATURE.

The Avld Region of the West Fast Disp=~

Wasnrsarox, March 24.—In pursuance
10 a resolution introduced by Senator Mitch-
ell, there has been  printed a letter from
General Greely, of the Signal Service, upon
the rainfall of the Pacific slope and West-
ern States and Territories. Accompanying
General Greely’s letter is a psper by Lien-
fenant Glassford, of the Bignal Berviee,
discussing the caused of the wet and dry
seasons, the abundance and deficiency in
different ; the summer rainy sesson
in Arizona, ete., fortified with charts and
tables exhaustive of the subject. General

Greely says:

“One great result which must redound to
the benefit of the trans-Mississippi and
‘trans-Missouri country by the publication
of these official data, W will be the dis-

ng of erronecus and injurious impres-
sions which have long ed i
this extensive region. In the early cen-
tury this territory was vi a8
hardly suited for civilised man, its
enormous plains and vast mountsains being
represented as arid and desert mﬁ
gt Wi Ly § o B
u f venture, ex-
vloration and ehvummamm have pushed
the frontier westward until the myths of the
Great American Desert to the north and of
o g g B el
son ve practi .
is none the. 12- true, rhoﬂver that the
latest and most relisble American text book

of meteorology of this country of the
areas ‘between the Sierra Ne and the
Rocky Mountains, inelading of

Utah, New Mexico and Californis,’ as 'a re-
gion which is almost entirely destitute of
rain,’ and that further ou the east side of
the Rocky Mountains ‘the eountry is a bar-
ren desert, almost without rain.” "’

Another great value of the charis is the
bringing to general aftention and considera-
tion very ex ve areas of country in
what has been known as the arid region,
where laie and éareful observations have
shown the rainfall to be far greater than
has been usually attributed, and thus trans-
fer these areas to the sub-humid districts.

The Chief Signal officer puts it forward
a5 his opinion that when Idaho, Nevada,
Utah, New Mexico and Arizona shall have
been covered with rain gauges as completel
as New York or New England, the fin
outeome of observation will indicste that
nctual asverage of rainfall for this srid
region is now understated by the
consus charis from 20 to 40 and by these
from 10 to 15 per cent. General Greely
notes that observations st 16 stations indi-
eate an increase in the rainfall while eight
show a decrease. These stations are located
in Texas, Nevada, New Mexico, Indian
Territory, California, Arizona and Kansas,

FROZEN DINAMITE THAWED OUT.

The Usual Result Ensves, With a Womnn
aod Girl the Victims.
. MEFECIAL TELEGEAN TO THUE DISPATCH.]
PervU, IxD., March 24&.—Aaron York, a
prominent farmer living five miles east of

‘the death of his wife and daughter and the
severe injury of two other members of his
family. York had been engaged for some
time in blasling stumps, and used dyna-
mite with which to raise them. Beveral
sticks of the explosive had been frozen dur-
ing the cold weather. Preparatory for
Mondzy’s work, York this evening brought

' under
‘kitohen stove to thaw out. Then the farmer
went to the stable to attend to his horses,

The family had gathered in the kiichen
and included Mra. York, two daughters and
a son, They were not aware of the fact that
York had p the s stuff under
the stove. Bnddenli’l lond explosion oc-
curred, and when York turned to learn
‘whenee the report came he saw his house

- shattered to atoms, pieces of wood and stons
being hurled great distances away. The
horrified man ran at onoe to the scene. Get-
ting such help as he could he rescued one
daunghter and the son, who were severely
but not fatally injured.

It was some time before the mangled
bodies of the wife and eldest danghter were
found. The former was an unrecognizable
mass of flesh, and was f.rightfnllr lacerated.
The girl had evidently been killed by the
weight of the debris under which her corpse
was found.

A DRUNKARD'S DEADLY AIM,

A Dissipated Carpenter Stoots Himself In
the Presence of His Wife.
[EPECIAL TELEGEAM TO THR DISFATCH.)

New Yourg, March 24 —To-night Fréd -
erick Oafen, a dissipated carpenter, shot
and killed *himsalf in the presence
of his wife and family at 305
Floyd street, Williamsburg. Osten,
on account. of his dronkeoness, was
unable to live happily with his family, and
the family secretly removed from tlie honse
in which he and they lived in Humbold
street a month ago. Last week Oaten dis-
eovered their whereabouts and made several
calls on them, dewanding money. To-day
one of the children saw him in the neigh-
borhood and notified her mother.

‘While the mother and children were seai-

ed at the supper table Oaten staggered into
the room, lm?‘B oing toward his wife, drew
a revolver. Oaten arose from the
chair. As she turned toward him he pointed
the pistol at his head and discharged it. He
fell to the floor, but he again shot himself,
When the ambulance arrived Oaten was

BOYS BREAK FOR LIBERTY,
They Attempt to Eqcape From the Cincin-
nntl House of Refuge,

Crxorsxari, March 24.—This morning
about 11 o'clock 35 out of 180 boys ai the
House of Refuge made & break for liberty.
They were from 10 to 15 yearsold, and were
under four leaders, the chief of whom wasa
negro boy. These boys when it came time
to go from their rooms preparatory for din-
ner instead of doing so marched in a body
med wil:h bmlnl.'{ mdln flo the fmutx

ce, where they found fonr gnards

tioned. They demanded free passage, but
were driven =

Then they used bats and rocks breaking
in windows and doing considerable dam-
sge. They were 50 noisy that their whoop-
ing rad shouting excited and peo-
Beiont VRALE Cohpamiat menees e 3

wi e rumors

which mda{ng the ears of the police,
caused them to voluntarily sead two patrol
wagons with, 15" officers to the scene. In
less than three-fourths of an hour from the
outbreak the four ringleaders were locked
up in their rooms and everything was quiet.

CANADIANS EXCITED.

Bebriogs Sea Proclamation.
OrrAwA, ONT,, March 24.—A sensstion
has been created here by the issue of Presi-

dent Harrison's proclamation declaring
Behrings sea closed. The action of the
American Government proved a complete
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They Are Very Much Worrled by the | Ville

A REIGN OF TERROR.
The Dark m Bloody Ground Comes
Once More to the Front With

: |

A TERRIBLY REAL LIFE TRAGEDY.

Culmination of & Fend Batween Two Fami-
liss Which Has Cost }

THE LIVES OF ABOUT FORTY PEOPLE.

One of the Principals Under Arrest and Awful
Bevenge Feared

Southern Kenfucky and Northern Ten-
nessee furnish a prolific field for descriptive
stories of bloody feuds, ‘‘posses’ sent out on
the trails of desperadoes who have killed a
couple hundred men in their day, and fierce
fights between officers of the law and the
red-handed murderers. The latest stories
concern theloog-standing fend of the Turner
and Sowders families. They areas thrilling
as thoss affairs usually are.

[SPECIAL TELEGRAM TO THE DISPATCR.]

PINEVILLE, Kv., March 24 —A thousand
men, armed with Winchesters and Colt's
revelvers, are in the mountains of Knox
and Harley counties, Kentucky, and Clair-
borne county, Tennesses, and s reign of ter-
ror and bloodshed prevails. This city, just
now being boomed s the Iron Mountain
metropolis, has for years been pretty well
into the district that has made the reading
world shiver once ortwicea year by the
desperate deeds of some of its numerous
clans of desperadoes, is just mow in the
midst of another season of excitement.

Everybody in the sections of the States
named is relared to everybody else, and
when any two have tronble the relatives
side with whichever of the dispuiants they
like the better, and a fend that sometimes
results in a dozen killings .in started. Itis
all the same to the majority of the people
whether the original dispute was over a
voke of oxen or & scrawny pig; the violence
is as dreadful.

A LULL FOR ABOUT TWO YEARES.

For two years, however, comparative
quiet has veigned, due no doubt to the in-
flux of Northern people, who, being eon-
nected in no way with any of the factions,

made impartial jurors, and who have con-

victed a number of outlaws brought to trial.
The last killing that has any direét connee-
tion with fuetional disputes ocenrred a little
over a year ago, when Genkéral Sowders de-
liberately shot Lee Turner, in the parlor of
the hotel in this city. BSince then Sowders,
who has killed not fewer than eight men,
has been a fugitive from justice, hiding in
the woods, first in this State, then In Ten-
nessea, a reward of $600 baviog been offered

| this city, has been the scoigental canse of | for him

T_The foud between the Sowders and m
urners began several years W
Marsh Turner, who wasa member of & posse
sent to the mountains to arrest & near rela-
tive of Sowders for some trifling offense, was
literally shot to pieces. General Sowders
scensed of the deed. Sowders himself
married a Miss Tarner, but nevertheless he
Turner, ber cousin; Lee

(]
FORTY LIVES SACRIFICED,

As a resuls of this Bowders-Turner fend
it is said that 40 people have been killed.
A little over two ieon Ago SeVen men were
killed in & single fight at the Court House
here, over thé capture of a man named
Huriq', a member of the Sowders gang.
About the same time, at & Baptist meeting
house on Yellow Creek, 12 miles from here
five people, including s woman and a

were in church.

se are but & few of the more fatal
fights. Among the-more quiet killings were
those of Tom Marcy, Jack Carroll and Tom
Turuer, said to bave somehow got in front
of General SBowders’ never-failing Winches-
ter or foot-long Colt's revolver. Sowders
al#ways carried his Winchester and three or
four revolvers, and Andy Johnson, who is
said to have lpﬂt out the lives of five men,
goes about loaded down with mm
while a boy attendant follows him
carrying his Winchester.

As a resnlt of this fend there are said to
be 6,000 Winchester rifles in Bell county,and
the " Billieans" declare they could whip the
United States army.

SOWDERS QUIETLY CAPTURED.

James Birch is one of the Sowders-faction,
and Thursday mght a posse under Albert
Turner, a blonde boy not over 20, about 5
feet tall and weighing less than 130 pounds,
started for his home on Yellow Creek,
where they heard Sowders was. It was
nigh:}.ud quietly approaching the dwell-
ing the door was burst open and the deter-
mined posse entered and covered both Birch
and Sowders with their guns. Sowders was
told that if he would surrender peaceably
he should not bs harmed, and without a
word he handed over his pistol, which he
had ready for action, and suffered himself
to be taken. Birch was also wanted, but
the posse concluded they had better not
risk two prisoners, and so Birch was let go,
bt . Hargus and arded

eriff J. C. H and a

the Pineville j-illxxt.flt nigh]:?::t ﬁeame
they feared Sowders' friends would endeavor
to release him, as they once did from the
Tazewell, Tenn., jail, but because it was
rumored that certain of the Turoer faction
contemplated lynching. Friday, the
prisoner, under & strong guard, was taken
to Stanford, Ky., for safety. .

WHY SOWDERS' DIDX'T SHOW FIGHT.

Sowduj who was seen by THE DI1sSPATCH
correspondent, said that he could bave
fought his way out of Birch’s, but that
Mrs. Birch was ill, and there were two chil-
dren in the honse, and hesurrendered rather
than to risk their lives.

The arrest of Sowders has stirred the fac-
tions to setivity again, Bowders’ friends,
hearing of his arrest, ambushed Juck
of Albert, and be-

of §400 was offered for him. Another posse
has alter s desperate fight, two
more of the Turner gang, Henry Turner and
& man nam derson, and another posse
started out to-day for further revenge. It
is feared that wuch b will result
from this fresh opening.

The trouble at Barbourville is indirectly
with the hostilities between the

THE ROAD IS RIGHT.

An Impertant Decision by the Inter-State
Commerce Commission—When Conl»
Carrying nt Different Rares Is

Not Discrimination.
WasHINGTON, Mareh 24.—The Inter-
State Commerce Commission, in &n
_opinion by Commissioner Schoonmsker,
has decided the case of the Tmperial Coal
Company and others against the Pittsburg
and Lake Erie Eailroad Company and

others. The points are as follows:
The m™te on

d e
The q::eum of undue prejndice is one of
f:gl‘b determined upon all the evidence,

A BEAUTIFUL CEREMONTY.

The Baptism of T'wo Fnith Cure Convorts of
Tender Years.
FSPECIAL TELEGRAX TO THE DISPATCH.1
New Yorr, March 24 —“Buffer Ilittle
childrea to come unto Me and forbid them
not; for of such is the kingdom of heaven,”
said Elder William G. Raymond to his
little flock of faith cure believers, and the
groups of spectators who sarrounded them
this afternoon as they stood at the foot of
Fish’s Lane, on the Pamrapo shore of Naw
York bay. As the elder spoke he extended
his arms toward two fair-haired little tots,
who stood near bim sttived in long white
garments.. With fhe sunshine Kiss
and the soft breese gently toy-
ii::tbeir curls the little lassies {lup;i
hands and followed the elder along the
beach to the water edge. The elder, ing
7-year old Georgie Fish, the eldest of the
little girls, by the hand, advanced out into
the t The child waded resolutelyalong,
but she turned toward the shore s grave lit
tle countenance when the water reached her
waist. She made no struggle when the el-
der slowly dipped her beneath the surface,
and when she waded ashore she joined the
%l“k in singing “Wash Me and Make Me
m ”»

Encouraged by her sister’s fortitude, little
4-year old Pear] Fish unflinchingly enterad
the water with the elder and went through
the dipping process without any indication
of fri The ﬁm” of the children con-
veris said they belonged in Newark, Wa
county, N. Y., and said that the children
had been cured by faith and prayer of seri-
ous throat troubles,

SAM BMALL IN POLITICS.

The Peripatetic Preacher Lannched on n
Worldly Stream.
|SFECIAL TELEGRAM TO THE DISPATCN.]

ATLANTA, GA., March 24.—A novel po-
litical sensation has been sprung upon the
voters of the Fifth Congressional distriet of
this State. Rev. Sam Small will contest it
next year with Hon. John D. Stewart, the
present incumbent. Stewart is the heaviest
snd most unwicked piece of timber in
the Georgin delegation, snd he owes his
e ce in _Canwgm to S: julo?y ;‘fh:ub
] unties nst city o ta,
whi&qhul previously fnm!s{md the Con-
gressman. He isthoroughly afraid of the
raral papers of his district, and whenever
one of them criticises his votes be writes
pleading letters to get back into favor.

Stewart is a resident of Sp!diuagnmut .
It so happens that Rev. Samuel Small, l.gc
evangelist, was raised in that county. His
advocacy of prohibition has brought him
close to the people of the rural precinets,
while his long residence in Atlanta makes
him acceptable to the people of that city.
Beside this, it is said that he will get the
solid Bepublican sup The schems is
looked upon as one looking ultimately to
the placing of independent eandidates in
every district of the Stute where a snitable
one with some local question to run upon
can be found. There can be no doubs that
Saall would sweep the Fifth distriet, as he
has the nerve to make an sggressive csm-
paign. =

MORGAN'S MAD RIDE.

A Magoate’s Traln Kills Twe Men While
Trying to Beat Schedule Time.
(SFECIAL TELEGHAM TO THE DISFATCH.]

Bostox, March 24 —Railroad men of
this ity are indulging in a good deal of
upfayornble comment upon Plerpont Mor-
gan’s recent mad ride from New York for
Boston, by which hundreds of patrons of the
Boston and Albany Railroad were delayed,
while the great railroad man tried to cover
the distance between the two cities in B34

esser | hours. His special train killed two men,

but tailed .0 make the time by fully 30 min-
ntes, All the regular and aceom-
modation trains were held back last Mon-

right of way.

One man was run over and killed in
Connectiout, and at Ashland, in this State,
a second vietim was hurled into eternity.
Mr. ‘s object in visiting Boston was

back to New York in his

al ear, but
made no effort to beat the =c

time.

e formed, with a capital stopk of §1,000,000.
A-huomt.e!uhﬂhu u'mmd,
com-~

arrange-

g
i
¢

H

“to invenf & scheme fo rieh.
s eme for getting o

Mr. Morgan's special baving the |The
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A DIVIDED VERDICT.

The Committee Investigafing &
_Charges Against W. 1. Lewis

FINDS HIM GUILTY ON ONE COUST,

But the More Berious Charges Are Net
Considared Sustained.

A HITHICAL RATLROAD CORPORATION

The Fx-Master Workman Begaris the Bemit o8
Vindicating Him.

The commitiee appointed fo investigate
the charges brought against W. T. Lewis,
ex-Master Workman of District 135,
Knights of Labor, has reported. Oone of
the charges is sustained, but the more
serious allegations is not considered as well-
founded. The finding of the committes is
upanimons. Lewis thinks the verdictisa
vindication.

[SPRCIAL TELEGRAM TO THE DISPATCHI

Conumeus, March 24.—The commities
which bas been engaged for the past week
investigating the charges made by Bobert
Wateham, Seeretary of the National Trades
Assembly 135, Koights of Labor, against
ex-Master Workman W. T. Lewis, now
Becretary of the National Progressive Union
of Miners and Mine Laborers, hss con-
cluded its work and made the following

We, the committee, find charges bearing on
the connection of W. T. Lewis with the organi-
zation of the railroad company sustaned.

We find charges bearing on the payment of
money to W. T. Lewis by both said railroad
company and N, T. A. 135 for traveling ex-
penses, involving misappropristion of funds of
said railroad eompany nod N. T. A. 135 not aus-
tained. NELSON A. Brus,

Jorx McBRIDE,
RicHARD J. FaANxIxa.”

The committes decided not to give any of
the testimony taken in the investigation to
the publie. Sufficient information has besn
obtained, however, from various sources to
give something of the history of the slieged
reilroad company, which bas played so im-
portant & part in this labor seandal.

THE ACCUSER OF LEWIS.

The man on whosa statement Wateham
based his charges was F. L. Patrick, a real
estate ngent, who oceupied for some times
room in the Clinton building, Columbus,
in which the offiee of N. T. A, 185
is also sitmated. Patrick was m the
Trades Assembly office very frequently and
spparently took great interest in labor mat~
ters, as he brought many newspaper elip-
pings on labor into the office. One day Pat-
rick repeated the assertion made by E. L.
Harper, the Fidelity Bank wrecker, fo the
effect that if he was free, with but §10 to
start on, he would in his riches and
said he coald do as nncg

J. D. Davis, who was then Statistical

of No. 135, said if he conld get
rich with $10 he would maks a shmh to
fornish that amount. Pairiek any
man with brains conld do it, and set about

He
claimed to have been the the
Lima and Northwestern Railrond
Projecs, and his new scieme was
also in thisline. The men in the office of
Toieriy’s sihivd, rvsegiliot (5¢ ety

wderly's cabinet, recogn
it 1 s;id{u a joke, and encouraged Patrick,
Bailey had just returned from Indiana, and
marked out on s mapin the office a line
north and south through that State, which
Patrick thought would be s good railroad
route.
STARTED AS A JOKE.

W. T. Lewis, then Master Workman of
135, was afterward informed of the projeet,
bat at first declined to have anything to do
with it. Patrick told bim he would furnish
tne capital and that all he wanted was his
name in order to secure a charter. One
evening when the astaches of the offies of
135 and the Master Workman were ot the
district headquarters, Patrick and. seversl
friends eame in. The railroad project was
disenssed and the proposition m
ganize the company at once. .

The rond was named the Indianapolis,
Chattancoga sud Southers. Ten dollars
was subseribed by each of those present,
making $00 in all, to secure & charter. The
eharter wns secured but d that the
company did no farther business. When
W. T. Lewia withdrew with other mem-
bers from N. T. A 135 and
joined the new orgsnimftion of
miners known as the National Progressiva
Union. Becretary Watcher, of 135, imme-
diately set about obtaining evidence con-
cerning Lewis’ connection with the railroad

company, and prepared s circular eh.l.rﬂg
m
135,

e to or-

Lewis with having recséived pay fro
the railrond company snd N. T. A.,
for services rendered the former.

AN OFFICIAL CIRCULAR.

This circular was printed with the consent
of General Master Workman Powderly, of
the Knights of Labor, who had atiached to
it over his offieial signatore a bitter de-
nuneiation of W. T. Lewis. The cirenlar
bore the familiar insignia of the office,
“hear both sides, then jodge,” snd imme-
diately below Mr, Powderly ssys: “Does
it justify the taking of itwo fares
becauss one i1 & miner?’ This re-
ferrad to the charges agninst Lewis, snd
was uttered before both aides of the case had
been heard.

“The devision of the committes,” says &
member of the Progressive Union, who is
also & Knight, “places Mr. Powderly in an
uneuviable position, as he will be sccused
of preaching what, in thisinstance, he niled
to praetice.”

W, T. Lewis considars the finding of the
committes a complete vindiestion of his
charaocter. He does .not regard his con-
nection with the railroad compsny as dis-
honorable, although that is ons of the

made aguinst him.

USING A MAD STONE.
Ita Peculinr Properties Called Tnto Play In
Indinnno.

TereE HAUTE, March 24 —What is
known as the Terre Haute madstone was to-
day applied io the leg of the 1l-year-old
daughter of John Kirk, of Bush county,
Indiana, who was bitten two weeks ago by s
pup, which afterward died with all the
symptoms of hydrophobia. The stone, afler
a lapse of uydhnun. still adhered. The
dog kit two sisters of the child snd
either seratched or bit a 4-year-old brother.
madstone was applied to the boy, but
wonld not ahere, and this confirms the im-

ion thas hus inm is froma
wounds of the girls are not deep,
but blood was drawn.

The madstone is thoroughly
and the cloth about it is soaked with th
poisonons matter. The h'f."' time the
stone ever adhered before this applieation
was 14 hours, and that was many ago.
The stone has an suthentic ol more
than 80 years, and no death has ocourred
where it was used.

Grueral Bonianger Falars,

PARts, March 24.—While dininein the

cafe Dursnd te-dsy, Generasl Boulanger
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