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i'elbelong shall be lifted from them. The
ivine King will makea new law granting
them mwuch freedom and muny privileges,
snd all thst we promise them shall be writ-
ten down and ‘witnessed on our partand on
yours, as & new covenant binding on ouor
¢hildren and our children’s children. Now
when this shall bave been doue, with an
hionest purpose toabide by it torever on our
port, and when wyour people shull have
ugreed to accept it, will you then consent o
bt one of us onoe more?"”

“Take upon yourselt the office of media-
tor.” the Queen here broke in, in & low
voice, and snd eves were fixed beseech-
ingly on the Hobrew's isce. "1 gquail be-
fore Mesu’s wrath, and all that may be done
shs!l be done to win back his former friend-
shin. Speak to him in my pame, and re-
mind him of the days when I, Isisnefert,
would learn of him the nomes of the plants
I earried to him, snd be taught me and my
sister their uses or their poisonous powers
when he oame to see the Queen, bis second
mother, in the women’s quarters, The
wounds he has infiicted ou our hearts shall
be forgiven and forgoiten. Be our embas-
sador, Joshua; do not refuse our prayer!”

“Buch words from such gracious lips are
s command,” . _plied the warrior, “avd are
pweet to the heart. T will be medintor.”

At this the old high priest nodded ap-
proval and ssid: “Then I ho‘n thst the
truit of this short hour may be a long period
of peace. But mark me. Where medicine
may avail, we avoid the knife and cautery;
where there is a bridge over the river s man
does not rashly try to swim through the
whirlpool.* .

*“Yes, verily, we will avoid the whirl-
pool,” suid the King, and the Queen re-
pested his words; then she again fixed her
eyes on the flowers in her lap.

Then a formal council was held.

Three private scribes sat down on the
ground, ciose 1o the high priest, to enable
them to bear his low tones, snd the inter-
preters snd councilors, in their places, took
oul their writing things, and, holding the
papyrus in their lef: hands, wrote with
reeds or brushes, for wothing might remain
pnrecorded which was discussed and de-
cided in Pharaok's presence. Hardly a
whisper was to be heard in the hall while
this went on, the guards and courtiers re-
mained motionless in their places, and the
roral couple sat rigid and speechless, gazing
jinto vacancy, as if in a dream,

Neither Phernoh nor his wife could possi-
bly have caught & word of the murmured
colloguy of the speakers, but the Egyptinns
never ended & sentence without glancing up
at the King, as if to make sure of his ap-
provel. Joshus, who was sccustomed to the
scene, followed their example, speaking
like the others in a subdued voice, and when
presently the voice of the seeond prophet, or
of the chief interpreter, sounded rather
louder Pharaoh raised bis head and repeated
the high priest's last saring. ““Where
there is & bridge over the river a man does
not try to swim the whirlpool,™ for this ex-
sctly expressed his wishes and the Queen’s.
No fighting! Peace with the Hebrews, and
not force the wrath of their terrible leader
and of his god, without losing the thousand
diligent hands of the fugitive tribes.

Thus matters p ed, and when the
muttering o! the spenkers and the seratching
of the pens had gone on for fully an hour,
the Queen was still sitting in the same stui-
tude; but Pharsoh began to stir and raise
hitx voice, for he knew that the second
prophet huted the man whose blessing he
received and whose hostility filled him with
such dread, and be feared but he shonld be
requiring some impossible conditions of the
envoy.

Btill all he ssid was apnina ition of
the counsel as 1o the bridee; but his inguir-
ing glance at the chief interpreter moved
that officinl to sssure him that all was pro-
ceeding favorably. Joshua had merely de-
wmanded that the oversears, who kept puard
over themen at work, should not, for the
juture, be watchmen of Libyan race, but
Hebrews themselves, to be chosen by the
elders of their people under the sanction of
the Egyptias government,

At this Pharaoh east his Jook of anxiouns
entreaty at Baie and the otber conncilors
Thae second prophet only shrugged his shoul-
ders regretfully, and, feigning to defer his
own opiuion to the divine wisdom of Pha-
ranh, coneeded this point to Joshus. The
god enthroned on  earth acknowledged this
submission with 8 grateinl bow, for Baie's
will bad often crosed his; and then, when
the hernld or rebearser had read sloud all
the clauses of the treaty, Joshus was re-
quired to take a solemn oath that he would
in any case come back 1o Tanis and report
how his people had received tne King's ad-
vances.

But the cautions warrior, who was well
aware of all the snares and traps with which
the State was only too ready, took his oath
most unwillingly and only when be had ob-
tained a written pledpe that whatever the
issue, his freedom should be in ne way in-
rerfered with as soon us he could give them
his word thst he bad done his part to in-
duce the leader of his prople to accept these

terms.

At last Pharaoh held ont his hand for the
cupiain to kiss, and when he had also pressed
to his lips the hem of the Queen's robe Ruie
signed to the monarch, who understood that
the moment was come when he should with-
draw, And be did so with pood will and a
genge of encouragement, for he belisved that
be had seted for the best for his own welfare
snd that of his ple.

A bright radiance lighted up his hand-
some, ianguid features, and when the Queen
rose and saw him smile, content, she did the
same. At the door the King drew a breatn
of relie’, and turning to his wife said: *If
Joshua does hie errand well we shall get
across the bridge.™

“And pot swim the whirlpool," replied
the Queen in the same tone.

“And if the Hebrew captain can pacify
Mesu,” Pharach went on, “and he per-
sundes his people to remain in the land—"

“Then you must adopt thiz Joshua inte
the royul family. He is well favored and
of a lordly mien,"" his wife broke in.

But st this Pharsoh suddenly abandoned
kis stooping and indifferent attitude,

“Impossible!” he eagerly exclaimed. “A
Hebrew! If we raise him w0 be one of the
‘iriende,” or a fanbearer, that is the highest
be ean hope for. In such matters it is very
dificult to aveid dolog too much or too lit-
tle I

As the royal couple went forward toward
the private spartments the wailing o! the
mourners fell more Joudly on the ear, Tears
started afresh to the Queen’s eyes, while
Pharaoh continued to deliberute precisely
what position in the court Joshus might be
::;nd to fill if he suocesded in his em-

¥.

CHAPTER X.

Joshus had now to hasten if e was fo
overtoke the Hebrews in time, for the fur
ther they had got on their way the more
diffioult it might be to persuade Moses and
the beads of the tribes to return and accept
the terms offered them.

The events of this morning were to him =0
marvelous that he reparded the issueas a
dispensation of the God be had found once
more; slso he remembered the name of
Joshua, that is to say, “holpen of the Lord,”
which had been laid ugon him by Miriam's
message, whereas be had hitherto been called
Hoses. He was willing to bear it, although
he felt it hard to deny the sovereign who bad
raised bim to hooor. Many of his fellow
warriors hed assumed similar names, and
his bhnd proved itsell nobly true.  Never had
the help of God been more clearly with bim
thas it haa been this dsy. He had gone
imto Pharsoh's palace in the cxpectation o1
losing his freedom or being hasded over to
the execunioner as soon as he deelsred his
wish to follow his people; and how emsily
Liad the ties been severed which bousd him
1o Egypt. And he bad been charged with
n iask in his eyes so grest and noble tust he
could net forbear believing that the God of
bis futhers had ealled him to fulfill it

He loved Egypt. It was a glorious land,
Where could his people find & fairer dwell-
ing plaee? The conditions only under which
they hod dwelt there had been intolerable.
Better days were mow before them, The
Hebrews vere to be permitted to return to
Goshen or 1o settle in the lake land west of
the Nile, a distriot whose fertility was well
kuﬁrnltlnhrim. XNo ome henpeforth t
compe m to serf aod i d
ihﬁl!ir hands mhle‘hw ?:r"‘tbn Btneugzbnn
culy were 1o their taskmasters, and not
the hurd and oruel siranger. That his peo-

e must remain subject to Pharach was a
:lltwoi course. Joseph, Ephraim and his
sons, Joshua’s forefathers, had called them-
selves so, and had been well content to be
ealled tinns. Il his embassy came to
a good end the elders of the tribes were to
be allowed to rule the domestic affairs of the
people. Moses must be the chiefruler in the
new settlement, in ?ila of the second pro-
phet's objections, and he himself would be
eaptain of the united force which should de-
fend its frontiers and form fresh legions of
those Hebrew mercenaries, who nad slready
roved their valor in many wars. Before be
l'er: the palace the second prophet had given
him several mysterions hints which bad re-
mained upsolved, but from which be in.
ferred thet Baie was big with tous
schemes, and purposed to give him some
important charge as soon as the dbnduet of
the State should fall from the hands of old
Ruie into his own; perhaps the chiel eap-
taincy of the whole m{' of mercenuries, a
posi =t present held by a Syrian named
Auarsee, This disturbed rather than gratified
him; buton the other hand it was & great
satisfaction to him to have made it a condi-
tion that the easiern frootier should, every
third year, be thrown open to the Hebrews,
that they might go forth to the desertto
offer sacrifices to their god. On this Moses
hod insisted most strongly, and as the law
now stood mo one was permitted fo cross the
eastern limit line, which was fortified at all
points, without the expressed consent of the
authorities. This concession to their t
leader’s desires might perhaps gain his as-
sent to a tresty so favorable to his people.

All throogh these transactions Joshua
had felt keenly how far he had been cutr off
from his tribe; he could not even say what
was the aim of this wuha&in the desert.
He had frankly confessed before Pharaoch’s
council that he knew nothing of the com-

lainte or demands of the Hebrews, and he
Sid so advisedly, reserving their right to
alter and amplify the proposals of which he
was the . But what could the people
or their chief hope tor better?

The future lay belore him full of hope for
his nstion and himself. the covenant
ghould be concluded the time would become
for him to found a family, aod the i of
Miriam rose before him in all its Jofty
besuty. The thought of winning this noble
womsan Wwas an intoxicsting one, and he
stked himself whether be were indeed
worthy of her, and if it were not too bold to
sue for the possession of this superb inspired
maiden and prophetess.

He knew life well, sod undersioed how
little trust could be placed in the promises
of the irresolute man for whose weak hand
the scepter was too heavy. But he had
taken precautions, and if the elders of the
people could only be pacified the covenant,
clause by clause, would be graven on metal
tablets, like every other compact between
Egypt and a foreign nation, and huntﬁ up
in the nstionsl temple st Thebes, signed by
Pharaoh and by the representatives of his
people. Such s document—as he had learnt
from the treaty of peace concluded with the
Kheta—secured and lrmlonged the brief
“forever” of inlerpations] compacts. He
had omitted nothing that might teet the
Hebrews arainst treason and faithlessness.

Never had Joshua felt strouger, more con-
fident, more glad of life than when he onee
more ste into Pharaoh’s chanot to take
leave of his subalterns. Even Baie's my=
terious hints and confessions did not disturb
him, for he was wont to leave thecaresof the
future to the future day; but in the campa
trouble awaited him which darkened the
present hour, for he there heard o his sur-
prise, wrath and distress that Ephraim had
guitted the tent aud stolen away, telling no
mun whither. His hasty quutimu elicited
tive faot that the lad had taken the rosd to
Tanis, so Joshus charged hisiaithful shield-
bearer to seek the boy out in the town, and
if he found him tobid him follow his uncle
to Suoccoth.

Then, as soon as the Captain bad taken
leave of his men, he set forth, followed by
his old "squire,

It was & pleasure to him to see that the
Adones® and other inferior officers who had
served with him, hard warriors with whom
he bad shared all he in war and
peace, in peril and privation, so frankly
showed their griel at parting. The tears
rolled down the brows chesks of many a
man grown gray in battle as he shook hands
with him for the last time. Maoy a beard-
ed lip was pressed to the hem of his gar-
ment, or his feet, and the shining coat of
the Libyan chargerwhich bore him throngh
the ranks with srched peck ana or
prancing, though firmly held in by his
rider. His own eves were moist for the first
time since his mother's death sr shout of
honest regret and farewell wishes broke
from the manly hearts of his troops and
echoed along the lines. Never had he felt
so deeply a5 this moment. How closely
his heart was knit to these men, and how
precious to him was his noble calling.

But the duty which lay before him was
high aad noble, too, and the God who had
released him from his osth and made his
way plain to obey his father’s behest, and
yet be true and faithful, would perhaps lead
him back to his crusaders in arms, whose
farewell he counld fancy still rang in his
ears when he was long since out of hearing,

Stiil, the full glory of the work intrusted
to him, the exalted of mind of & man
who %ﬁﬂ forth with & bigh moral purpose to
fulfill & diffieult task; the perfect blissof &
lover who flies with well-grounded hopes to
crown the purest and dearest wish of his
heart, did not wholly possess him tiil he had
left the town benind him and was hastenin
ut a brisk trot across the level plain dott
with palm groves sud pools that lay to the
southeast,

So long as he had kept his horse sta
moderate pace along the streets of the town
and sbout the harbor, his mind was so fullof
the immedinte past and of anxiety for the
missing youth that be had pdid small head
to the scene around him; the numerous ves-
sels lying at anchor, the motley throng of
ships’ captains, merchants, sailors and por-
ters of the most diverse rnces of Africs and
Western Asia, who here songht their for-
tunes, or the officials, soldiers and suppli-
eants who had followed the ecourt from
Thebes to Tanis.

And he bad also failed {0 observe
two men of higher rank, though one
e bow-

of them, Hornecht, the captaino of
men, bad saluted him u'l;n passed. They
were standing back under the gateway of
the temple of Set, for shelter from a cloud of
dust blown along the road by the wind from
the desert, And as the archer wainly en-
deavored to attract the rider's attentiom,
Baie, his companion, said to him: “It mat-
ters not; he will learn soon enough where
biis nephew bas found refuge.”

*‘By your commgaud,”” replied the soldier,
Then he went on eagerly with what he had
beew saying: “The lad looked lixe s lump
of elay in the potter's shed when he was
brought in.”

“And no wonder.” interrn the priest.
*“He had been lyving quite long enough in
the typhon's dust ut what did your
steward want among the soldiers?"”

“My Adon, whom I had sent out last even-
ing, brought word that the poor lad wasin s
high fever, so Kasans packed up some wine
and ber nurse's balsam and tbe old woman
went with them to the camp.*

“T'o the boy or to the captain?"” asked the
prophet, with a cunoing smile.

“To the sick lad,” replied the soldier, de-
cimvely, with an omivous frown. But he
checked himeelf and went on, apologetically:
*“Her heart is as soft as wax, and the Hebrew
boy-—youn saw him yesterday—""

A  handsome fellow—gquite after s
woman's heart,” laughed the priest. *‘And
stroking the nephew down cannot hurt the
uncle”

“She can hardly have had that in her
mind,” said Hornecht sharply. “And the
unembodied God of the Hebrews, it would
seem, is no less mindfal of his own than the
immeortals you serve, for when he led Hote-
poo to the spot the bov was very nigh unto
dutt; Az,d :c 4:!!& ‘l::d ':ir‘::d have ridden

im, for the dust ady—-=*
P s you said, taroed him into & lump of
potter’s clay. But what then?"”

*Then the old man saw something golden
gleam in the gray mass.”

“And for gold the stiffest back will
bend.*

“Very truel 8o did my old man. The
broad gold bracelet, glittering in the sun,
sayed s life onoe more.”

“And the of it is that we have got
him alive.”

"+ Answering to our adjutants.

i
3

He
3 leech be is likes
eat and nothing willktE
in a high fever, and talks all sorts of non-
sense in his ravings, which even my daugh-
ter's old nurse, s woman from does
not understand. Butshe belieyes she oan
distinguish Kasana’s name,””

‘A womnan once more at the bottom of the

*‘Ceane jesting, reverend father,” rep
the warrior, he bit his lips. "A decent
widow, and this downy-cheeked boy!"

““At his tender ¥ " the went
on, in the same tone, “‘full
tempt young beetles more than budsdo, and
in this esse,” he added, more gure‘lJ,
“nothing could be more fortunate. e
have Joshusa's nephew in our net, and now
it is your part mot fo let him escape the
toils.”

““You mean,” cried the soldier, “that we
are o keep him = prisoner 7

“As you say." B

“But you esteem his uncle highly 7**

“Cartainly, but higher still the Stale,”™

“But this lad—""

“He is a most welcome hostage. Joshua's
eword was an invaluable weapon, but if the
hand that wields it is guided the man
whose power aver men we
know too well—"

*“You mean Mesu, the Hebrew.™

“Joshus will wound us as deeply as here-
tofore our enemies.”

“But I heard you yourself say that he was
ineapable of treachery.""

“And I “L” still; and he has proved
my words this very day. It was simply to
procure his release from the osath of fealty
that ke this day put his head into the eroco-
dile's jaws. But if Joshua is a lion, in
Mesu be will find his tamer. That man i
Eg_vEt‘c arch foe, and my gall rises only to
think of him."

“The eries of woe within the gates are
enough to keep our hatred alive.”

“*And yet the feeble ereature who fills the
throne postpones revenge, and sends forth a
pacifieator.™

“With your consent, I believe.”

“Quite true,” replied the priest, with a
sardonic smiie. '“We have sent him forth
to build a bridge! A bridge, forsooth! The
dried-up wisdom of an ancient sage recom-
mends it, and the notion is quite aftar the
heart of that contemptible son of a great
father, who, for his part, never shrank from
swimming the widest whirlpool, especially
when revenge was in view. Well, Joshus
may try to build it. If the bridge over the
torrent only brings him back to vs, I will
give him & warm and sincere welcome.
But we, who alone haveany spirit in Egypt,
must make it our business to see that as
soon as this one man' has recrossed to our
shore the piers shall give way under the
tread ot the leader of his nation.”

““Yes, yes. Butl fear that we should Jose
the captain if his people met the fate they
deserve.””

“It may seem 50,

“You are wiser than 1."

“But, still, in this case you think I am
mistaken.”

“How could I make so bold?"

“As a member of the Council of War it is
;onr duty to express your own opinion, and

regard it now as my part to show you
whither the road leads along which you have
come 50 far with bandaged eyes. Listen,
then, and be guided by what I tell you when
it is your turn to speak in the assembly.
Ruie, the high priest, is very old.”

“And you already exercise haif his pre-

ves."

rogati

“Would that he might soon lay down the
rest of the burden! Not for my own sake, I
love a contest, but for the sake of our coun-
try. It has become a deep-rooted habit to se-
cept all that age decides and rules as the
language of wisdom; thus there are few
among the councilors who do not sdhere to
the old man, sod yet hissta like him-
szl only on erutehes. All that is good
gets Jost in & fog under his weak and hall-
hearted guidance."”

“On this point you may count on my eap-

rt, '’ oried the warrior. *‘I will lend both

ds to overthrow the dreamer on the
throne and his senseless connselor.”

At this the prophet lnid his finger to his
lipin warning, went close up to his com-
panion and said in low, rspid scoents- “I
am now cxpeocted at the palace, so hearken
only to this much: It Joshua effects s recon-
cilistion, his people, the guilty with the in-
nocent, will all return, and tne guilty will
be punished. Among the innocent we may
rm:gon the whole of the eaptain’s tribe, the
tribe of Ephraim, from old Nun, the father,
down to the boi‘in our house.”

“They msay be spured; butas Mesn is &
Hebrew, whatever is done to him—"'

*It will not be done in the open street;
and there is never any difficulty about sow-
ing the seeds of discord between two men
who have an equal right torule 1n theirown
circle. I wiil take eare thst Joshua shall
wink at the death of the other. and then
Pharach, whether his name be Menephtah
or’” (and here his voice fell to & murmur)
“or Biptah, shall raise him to such a gidd
height—for he deserves it—that his bewil-
dered eve will never see anything we choose
to hide from him. There is a dish of which
no mun ean cease to eat who has once tasted
it, and that meat we shall serve him with-

“A dish—meat 2"

"“Power, Hornecht. Immense power. As
governor of & provinece, or captain-general
over all the mercenary troops im Aarsee's

lace, he will beware of quarreling with us.
rkuo‘ him. If we can but make him be-
lieve that Mesu bas done him s wrong—and
that overbesring man will of & eertainty
give us some ground—and if he can but be
convinced that the law preseribes such pun-

ishment as we may inflict on the cian
and the most of his followers, he will not
merely cousent, but approve,”

“But if the embassy shounld fail?"”

**Still he will come back to us; for he

never would break an oath. But in the
event of his being forcibly detained by
Mesu, who is capable of anything, the boy
will prove useful; for Joshus loves him,
his people set great store by his life, and he
is the son of ome of the noblest families.
Pharaoh shall at any rate threaten the Iad;
we, on our part, will proteot him, and that
will bind us wore closely than ever to his
uncle, and join him to those who are wroth
with the King. Admirable " ;

“‘And we shall yet more certainly gain
our end if we can bind him by yet another
tie, and now I beseech you to be ealm, for
you are too fiery for your years. In short,
our brother in arms, the man who saved my
life, the best warrior in &ll the army, and
who consequently must rise to thy highest
honors, must be your daughter's husband,
Kasana loves the Hebrew—that I know
trom my wife.”

The frown once more knit tke archer's
brow and he struggled painfuily to be ealm.
He felt that he must subdue his aversion to
calling this man his son-in-lew; for indeed
be liked and esteemed him, though he was
sverse to his nationality. He could not,
indesd, re‘rain from muttering a curse, but
his n'plz to the priest was calmer and more
ressonable than Baie had expected. If
Kasana was 80 possessed by demons as to be
drawn to this strauger, then she should have
her way. But Joshoa as yet had not wooed
her, “'and,” he added furiously, “by the red
god Set and his 70 fellowsl neither you
nor any other man aball ever move me to
force my child, who bas suitors by the
score, on a man who, though he calls bim-
seli our friend, hus never yet found leisare
to greet us in our own houssl Taking charge
of the lud is another matter, and I will see
that be does not escape.”

“Very good, my friend, ” replied the priest,
laying his hand on bis com 5 ‘s shoul-
der. “You kumow hew highly I valus

in-luw he will be the most important and in-
dispensable of all our colleagues, and then
I fancy his nephew may grow up to be =
valiant officer in our army.”

CHAPTER XL .

The midnight sky, sown with fonumer.
able stars, spread deeply and purely blue
over the broad level of the eastern deita snd
the town of mBnmth,whhh the Egyptlans

from deity, Pittrom,
e e Sl Pt o
d::'{ﬂghluelu o~

e 4
above canal, & work

i

Aa';-nqnep:ho ﬁ in days arrived
between midnight and dawn at humble

frontier town with its squalid hovels ot Nile
mud sod modest farms and dwell
not have ized it now.
importsnt building, besides the splendid
temple of ahr:{vd Toom, the ious and
fortified storehouse, presen & strange
spectacle, The long, white, lime-washed
walls gleamed as ususl through the dusk;
but it no longer towered in dea silence
over the sleeping town; all about it was stir
and bustle. It did duty as a fortress sgainst
the “tplundnlug tribes of Bhasoos® who had
made their way round the outworks on the
isthmus, and an tian garrison dwelt
within its indestru ¢ walls, which could
easily be held aguinst very superior num-

This morning it might have been supposed
that the sons of the desert bad taken it by
storm, but the men and women who were so
busy round the walls sand on the broad
marble parapet of the huge building were
not Shasoos, but Hebrews. With shouts
and demonstrations of joy they were {aking
possession of the thousands of measures of
wheat and barley, rye and doo: lentils,
dates and onions, which they had found in
those vast lofts, and had set fo work before
sunrise to empty the storehouse and pack the
contents into sacks and pitchers and skins,
into kneading troughs, jars and sheets, let
down from the roof by cords or carriea up
and down on ladders. 2

The chiefs of the tribes, indeed, took no
part in the work, but in spite of the early
gonr uhi]&ren re:{, all ages might I;mn a8

as the carrying ss much as the
e:Hcl lift in pots and bowls—their mthen’:
cooking vessels.

Above, close to the opened trapdoors of
the lofts, into which the stars shown down,
and round the foot of the ladders below,
women held lanterns or torches to light the
others at their work. Flariog pitch brands
were burning in frontof the ponderous closed
doors and armed shepherds were pacingup
and down in the light of the blaze. en,
now and again, there was & sound withiu as
of s stone thrown, or s kink agsinst the
brass-bound door, and threatening words in
the Egvptian tongue, the Hebrews outside
were ready enough with wofds of mockery
and scorn.

On the day of the harvest festival, st the
hour of the first evening watch, certain
swilt runners bad come to Snecoth, and had
announced to the sons of Israel who dwels
there, and whose numbers were twentyfold
as great as those of the tians, that
they bad started from Tanis early that
morning, that their people were to depart
thence that night, and that their kindred ot
Succoth were to make ready to fiy with
them. At this there had been great rejoic-
i.:ﬁ among the Hebrews. They, like their
fellow Israelites of Tanis, had assembled to-
gether that night of the new moon after the
spring equinox, when the harvest festival

began, to a solemn feast, and the heads of
their h

ouseholds had declared to them that
the day of freedom was now at hand, and
that the Lord was about to lead them forth
to the promised land. i
as at Tanis, many been faint-
hfrzﬁ sod rebellious, and others had at-
tempted to separate their lot from that of the
rest and so remain behind; but here. too,
they had been carried away by the multi-
tude. And as Asron and Nun had ad.
dressed the people at Tanis, so here Eleazar
the son of Asron, and Nahshon and Hen,
the heads of the tribe of Judah, had done
the same. And Miriam, the maiden sister
ot Moses, had gone from house to house, and
with her glowing words had lighted and
fanned the flames of enthusisam in the
bearts of the men and persuaded the women
that, with the morning’s sun, a day of plad-
ness, plenty and freedom would dawn on
them and on their children. 1
Few had turned a deaf ear to the proph-
etess, and there was something majestio and
commanding in the presence of this maiden,
whose large, black eyes, overarched by
thick, dark eyebrows which met n the

middle, seemed to read the hearts of those

they gazed on, and to awe the refractory with
their grave gleam.

‘When the feast was over each household
had retired to rest with hopeful and uplifted
hearts. But the next day snd the following
night and dawn bad chaoged everything. It
was as though the desert wind had buried

all courage and confidence in the sand it

swept before it. The dread of wandering
through the unknown had erept again into
every soul, snd many s one who had brand-

ished his staff with the high spirit of enter-
¥ to the house of

rise now clung obstin

is fathers, to well-tended garden plot,
and to the harvest in the fields, of which
not more then balf was yet garnered.

The Egyptian garrison in the fortified
stone house had not, indeed, failed to observe
thst some unususl excitement prevailed
among the Hebrews, but they had aseribed

it to the harvest feast. The commander of

the fort had heard that Moses desired tolesd
his people forth into the desert, there to
eacrifice to their God, and he hsad
asked for reinfopcements. But he
kuew nothing more, for till the morning
when the hot wind had arisen no Hebrew
had betrayed his brethren's purpose, On
that day, however, as the heat oppressed
them more and more the greater grew the
dread of the terriﬁed&eople of marching
ever onward through the scorching, sandy
and waterless waste. This fearful J;y was
but a foretaste of what Iay before them, and
when toward midday the dust cloud was vet
dense and the air more suffoeating, a He-
brew dealer, from whom the Egyptian
soldiers would purchase small wares, stole
into the storehouse and instigated the cap-
tain to hinaer his fellow Hebrews from
rushing to destruction.

Even among the better sort the voice of
discontent had been loud; Taehar and
Michael and their sons, who disliked the
power of Moses and Aaron, had zone from
one to another and tried to incite them o
call tho elders together again before they
set forth and ask whether it would not
be wiser to make terms with the Egyptians,

‘While these maloontents had succeeded in
assembling many followers, and the traitor
had zone to the eaptsin of the Egyptian
garrison, two more runners had comein with
& message to say that the muititude of the
Hebrew fugitives would arrive at Sunceoth
between midnight and dawn,

Breathless and speechiess, bathed in sweat
and bleeding at ;h- mouth, :ll:n cgde:- ot the
two messengers drop on the threshold of
the house of Aﬂ-‘llgg. where Mirism just
now was dwelling. The exhausted men
to be revived with wine and food before even
the less weary one could speak coherently;
and then in & husky voice, but overflowin
with thankfalness and mﬁuuiuu. he n.ﬁ
told all that bappened at their departing,
and how that the God of their fathers had

filled all hearts with His spirit, and infused

fresh confidence into the most fainthearted,

Miriam had listened with flashing eyves to
this inspiring tale, and then, flinging her
veil sbout her , she bade the servapts
of the house, t'hh!: ahl.ld ll;ollaetad about the
runn to the ] ther
n.nde:r:i‘m lg':l.mou wbmpml.d Mg:m
growth of a thousan sheltered a wide
space from the sun.

'_*f&ed i hoss nomad hordes swarmeq
the B%Ei:mt gcrptnn the enst, now :’:
[ To be Continued Next Sunday.]

At Work by the Day.
Yankee Blade,;
8he—0Oh, see that scarecrow out there in
the field |
He—That isn't a scarecrow.
“It must be; sse how motionless it is."”
“That's the hired man at work.”

Make the Bost of Wives,
Chlsage Globe,]
“Your son has married and settled down,
I understand?”

"“Yes, and to the best and most submissive

little lady in the world.”

:"g."wl:nohhhnw e
. 8 one

was used 1o )
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A HARD-WORKED MAN

One Phase of Railway Life in the
Baral Districts as Seen By

THF COUNTRY STATION AGENT.

Acting a8 Telegrapher, Baggage Man and
General Factotum,

‘PLEASANT FEATURES OF THE POBITION
—_—

FWRITTEXN FOR THE DISPATCH. 1
“T should think it would make you

*So it would, if I was ome of the crazy
kind."

The station agent seated himself on a
trunk, removed his hat and wiped his per-
spiring brow with a rather dingy looking
pocket handkerchief. A cloud of dustin
the distance, patches of brown smoke float-
ing in the sky, & low rumbling sound, and
pufls that grew fainter and more rapid until
they seamed Lo beat a gentle tattoo, told that
a train bad just departed. In frontof the
platiorm were the shining tracks of steel, be-
hind wan the shabby “depot,” and down the
street was visible the rear end of sn irregu-
lar procession of men, women and children,
making their way to the village.

“You can rest & while now," was sng-

gested.

“Just long enough to take breath,” re-

lied the station agent, taking a bunch of

eys from his pocket and jiogling them.

He was o man of few wo There was
decision in his face, quickness in his glance
and intelligence in his eyes. It was notice-
able that even in moments of repose his
mind seemed to be at work, and that a cer-
tain look of stientiveness never entirely left
his eountanance. His shoulders were broad,
and, when standing erect in his suit of blue,
there was something of the look of a com-
mander about him.

His name was plain John Smith, and he
had sole charge of the station at Pikeville, s
village of about 400 population. It was on
the P. & Q. , one of the Iargest cor-
porations in the conntry, Pikevilleisnota
place of any copsiderable importance, but it
15 & link in the great system, and 20 trains s
dsy 'Pm the station. Passengers Jum and
oft, freight is 1 and unloaded, express
matter is recei and dispatched, trunks
are checked to points hundreds of miles
away, dogens of telegrams are received and
sent every 24 hours, the arrival and depart-
ure of trains are registered and wired to the
dispatcher’s office, tickets are sold, auestions
answered, way bills made out, books bal-
anced, considerable sums of money handled
snd a host of other things attended to.

SMITH'S DAILY ROUTINE.

Pikeville is not a large encugh station to
warrant the division of its labor into depart-
ments and the employment of three or four
men. JohnSmith doesitall. Hemust, there-
fore, as will be inforred, be a man capsble
of rapid thought and action, with an eye for
details, wita that never Eet lost, nerves that
are not easily shaken and fidelity that is ab-
solutely unguestionable.

Twenty-lour hours of John Smith’s life at
the Pikeville station will afford an excellent
example of what it is to be a busy man. If
he gets out of bed early enough in the morn-
ing he swallows & hasty b ; if not, he
rushes off to the station with an em
stomach, The first train is
at 6 o'clock. John Smith’s first
plunge is ot the telegraph in-
strument, where he makes his presence
known bys_‘:e‘lw ticks, I;“;imo?:ent the
auswering si comes, o ng bim that
“No. 14" has passed Middleport on time.
Then he makes sure that the switches areall
right. Next the window of the ticket office
is thrown open, and he begins selling the
magic bits of pasteboard, which are pass-
ports to near and distant points, He must
remember the exaet m;}mt of dfnn in every
case, make change rapidly and scouratel
and be able to detect in!huﬂytvuuhzd
coin or & counterfeit banknote. He kee
ona eye on the work before him, and
other on the clock. One ear attends to the
calls of customers; the other listens to ticks
from the telegraph instrument at
his  right hand. At asny instant
& message may come which must be taken
with onerring aco and delivered to
the conductor of the incoming train. Any
f?llmf liln this duty might enﬂ:f:rnm the

ves of hundreds of passengers, &t any
time there is the bility of orders
coming to hold & train for ten minutes or
nalf an hour on sccount of & wreck, s be-
lated freight, a washout or & “wildeat.”
Meantime there is the bum of busy con-
versation outside, and a fusilade of ques-
tions through the window. John Smith
must auswer promptly and courteounsly a
myrind of queries ing time-tab
connections, stopping places, ete., and man-
ifest a fatherly interest in the affairs of the
various seekers for information.

SMITH AS A BAGGAGE SMASHER.

Waiting until the last minute before the
traino is expected—perhaps until the long
warning whistle reaches his ears—ha leaves
the ticket office and rushes to a Iittle cabi-
net screwed against the wall of the waiting
room, and attends to the duty of ch
baggage. This may not be completed until
the train siands re the on. Then
out come five or six trunks from the bag-
gage car, and in go half a dozen belonging
to embarking travelers. I any of the
tranks are particularly heavy, somefriendly
bystander is generally at hand to reader as-
mstance in lifting them; and itis & peenl-
iarity of buman natare that services of this
kind are often regurded as a distinction on
him who performs them, The stalwart
young man who is thus honored is wont to
gaze at the departing train as if he owned
it, and afterward make a great show of
beiug on terms of good fellowship with the
station agent.

The first ordeal of the day is past, and the
station is strangely quiet after the five min-
utes of bustle. John Smith, if he has had
no breakfast, hasteus home to satisfy his
hunger. The uext train is due st 8:10, and
there is pleaty to do, for it carries express
matter, snd the number of outgoing and in-

Y
ue

coming passengers will be larger. John
Smith is at the station by 7:30. There
are people waiting for with express

kages to be billed, and in many cases he
r:_:xpeetedtolddm them, for he has great
skill with the pen snd the marking brush.
There will be numerous disputes about
charges, in all of which the sta-
tion sgent must maintain  bis posi-
tion with miogled firmness and urban-
ityy, sad an i

o of sympath
m& he net?uw to be oppres-
sive, but which he has no power to amend.
While arguing with one man he may be re-
oeiving money from another, and st the
same time filling in way-bills at svailable
moments. Buddenly he may be compelled
to leave all and make s dive for the tele-

?ht:utrumt. g:ixg hbe' it remembered
the & express, t, telegraph and
ticket offices are all under the roof of a
single small bulldiugzwl;aa the eye and ear
can the whole situation; and the
sharply sounding ticks must be interpreted
rightly, or woe be the consequences.

BUT TIME IS FLYING.

The i{m troin is l!‘lllie in h:f :‘.i.nl!:mm
Bmith must now dispose be-
fore him without waste of words. He can-
not aveid offending somebody, but sbnsive
words go in at one ear snd out at the other.
Life is too short for the station agent to in-
dulge in small bickerings and petty resent
ments.

for the vietim of | Co

TOBACCO AS A MEDICINE,

An Octogenarine Whe Dislikes the Weed,
but Chews to Keep Allve.

Chicago News.l

Peter Coulter, of Russiaville, Ind., de-
clares that he has been kept alive for 70
years by the constant use of tobacco, He s
now B4 years of age, says a Globe-Democrat
correspondent, and eommenced smoking snd
chewing when a boy of 14, although then,
as now, he detested bosh the tasta
and smell of it He would gladly
quit wusing the poxious weed, but
fears that he would probably not long sur-
vive its discontinnanece.  When a m‘
about the age above mentioned, he was
denly taken ill with fever, and the disease

left a very us sore on his left side,
that grew quite large and annoyed him
wi constant aud pains.
His physician informed kim there
was int one remedy, ‘‘use fobaeco,”” or
chjorind,. but Haally | Been smokiog.
objected, ut 3 g 4
For four smoking i

this vicinity

for having Ii a

grandmother on his father’s side
un

on my was
born in Delaware in 1805 and came to the
State of Indians in 1828,

THE INDIANS ARE INCREASIKG,

A Hint to Orators and Novelista ta Leok

the leaves,” etc., had better look up the
facta. It now seems thati suy statement to
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THE CLOCK WAS GOING.

A Street Car Register Mistaken by Passen-
gers for a Timeplece.
Detrolt Free Press.!
“Ts that elock going?"’ inguired & man

of the conduotor of a Cass avenue car. The |

clock was going. It weni all
over the car and the hour flew around like a
revolving shaft. The wan who asked the
question struek the hand just as it wobbled
w‘ﬂ[u hour of 10. s
AT an m‘.m

'uu‘i"::t missed it this time,” and he
mwwm,wd began to run up
ugresd

There 1d lady in the corner, whe
gh.uedl;*i'j::?nﬁmbu the haad re-

lve to
w"‘I‘A say,” she exclaimed, “"how time do

fly, conductor! Is that aire teown time or |

stranded?’

he &uﬁrlim
standard, snd just then the hand
flew round to 8, and the

grew
on the passengers that the car clock was
unreliable, .

| & Pretty Picture of a Loving

o | MORALS 5= JANNERS

in the Evening of Life
RESTING AFTER THE DAY'S TOIL BY A CLERGTMAN.
IWEITTEN FOR THE DISPATOR. ]
The Troubles of the Wealthy Who Live fn |  The secret of sucesssful work to-day is on

|

Look at business. Bee how it
is organized down to the minmest detmil,
Look at politics. See how the grest parties
| stady to perfect their organization and make
it include the loneliost bonse of the remotest

Mansions. ;

i
F

i
't
i

£l
i
|
:

I
i

EE
if

E

4

:

:
41
i
:

T

i;iiﬁ;f
:

il

If
!
£

l
il

;
i
it
H
It

i
|
:

g
:
H
:
:

E[i
i
H
b
Jl. EF
feiki

é'i
‘i
|

“I cannot tell,” she said. “What doss it seem

to
E;:m;'hmiz::ww-h
5 “’mww!-
ﬁ'j:'-'&" went on, “whit doesit seem 40
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