 THE PREACHER'S BEYROUT TEXT

| —
Tields & Sermon on the Lasting Significince
- Of That Rong.

PITTING THEME FOR CHRISTMAS EVE

_FEFECIAL TO THE DISFATCEH.)
BEYBOUY, December 24.—The Rev. T.
De Wits 1) D. D., of Brooklyn, who
i bere with his party, preached to-day ton
otup of friends on “The Sky Asthem.™
Lnke ii. 14: “Glory to God in
and on earth peace, good will

g M dl-u.m:r-:

At lagt T hove what T longed for, s Christ-

. mas Eve in the Holy iand. This is the
+ #ime of yesr thet Christ landed. Hewas s

Decsmber Christ. Thie is the chill air
throagh which he descended. I loek up
through these Christmas skies, and I see no
Isesened star hastening southward to balt
sbove Bethlebem, but all the stars suggest
the Star of Betalechem.  No more need that
sny of them ron along "the sky
80 point downward, In quietude they
Emeel ot the feet of Him who, though onee
an exile, is pow enthroped forever. Fresh
up from Bethlehem, I am full of the scenes
saggested by a visit to that village. You
kpow that whole region of Bethlebem is fa-
mout iz Bible story. There were the wav-
iog barvests of Boas, in which Ruth gleaned
for berelf snd weeping Nesomi. There
David the warrior was thirsty, nod three
swen of unheard of self-denial broke throagh
the Philistine ¥y to get him a drink. It
was to thet a that Joseph snd Mary
eane 1o have their names enrolled in the
census, That in what the Scriptare means
when it savs they came “to be taxed,™ for
people did mot in those days rush sfter the
assessors of tax any more than they now do.
YWHERE HE WAS BORN,

The villags h:l was m:d::a with l.b:
sirangers w com® up by the comman
of government to huve their names in the
oenn so that Joseph mnd Mary were
obll.; to lodge in the stables. You bave
ween some of those large stone buildings, in
the center of which the camels were ﬁpt,
while rusning out from this center in all
directions there were rooms, 11 one of which
Jesus was born. Had His parents been more
showily appareled I have no doubt they
would bave found more comfortable enter-
tainment. That night in the fields the shep-
berds, with erook and kindled fires, were
watching their flocks, when bark! to
the sound of ‘voices strangely sweet
Can & be that the maidens
of Mhﬁ:;;;-:a cru;ue out to hmh ade the
weary 5? ut vow a light stoo
upon them like the mmlng.ts that

. flocks arise, shaking their snowy fleece snd

rioe
"r\—'

&
f JY

L
LS

c
.

bleating w their drowsy yvoung. beavens
are filled with armies of lighs, and the earth
z::::n under the harmony as, echoed back
cload to clond, it rings over the mid-
wmight hills: “Glory to in the highest,
and on earth nu:r.. good will to men!" It
sotms that the erown of rovalty and do-
mtinion and power which Christ e/t bebind
bim wan hung on the sky in sight of Bethle-
bem. Who kuows but that that erown may
have been mistaken by the wise men for the
sisr running and pointing downward?
My subject, in the first place, impresses
me with Inct thal indigence is not always
significant of degradation. 'When princes
sre born, heralds aunoupce it, and cannon
thunder i, and fags wave it, and {Humina-
tions set cities on fire with the tidings.

407 OVER LESSER PRINCES.

Some of s in England or Ameriea re-
member the time of rejoicisg when the
Privce of Wales was born.  You oan re-
member the gladpess througheut Christen-
dom st the nativity in the paloce st Madrid,

our inoe was bm
there way no on esrth, Pour
growing (’Ph:nm. wei the beavenly recogni-
tion that Christmas night shows the truth of
the proposition thet indigence is not slways

Thnl.of decradation.
Jun all ages there have been great hearts
under rags, tender sympathios un-

hmgg exterior, gold in the quartz, Pa-
yisn marbie in the quarry, and in everv sta-
ble of privation wonders of exeellence that
bave been the joy of the heavenly host. All
the great deliverers of literature and of ns-
tiops were born in homes without affinence,
and from their own privation learned 1o speak
and fight ior the oppressed, Mauy & man
bas held up his pine koot light from the
wilderness aptil all nations penerutions
have seen it and off of his bard crusi of
pmnl:ynhu broken the bread of knowled
and religion Tor the starving millions of the
raoe. Poetry, and science, and liternture,
and commerce, und lsws, snd econsti-
futions, and liberty, like Christ, were
born in & munger. All the grest thoughts
which have decided the destiny of nations
started in obscure corners, and had Herods
who wanted to slay them, and Iscariots
who getrayed them, and rabbles that ern-
cified them, and sepulchers that connfied
them until they burst forth i1n glorions
resurreotion. Strong cbaracter, like the
rhododendron, in an Alpioe plani, that
grows {astest in the storm.

BEATING DOES THENM GOOD.

Men sre like whest, worth all the more
for being Bailed. Some of the most usefnl
people wonld never have come to positions
of usefuloess hod they not been ground and
bammered in the foundry of disaster. Whea
I see Moses coming up from the urk of bal-
rushes {o be the grestest lawgiver of the

the fishing net to be the great
st the Pentecpst, I find the .Ym
truth of my rrupuitioa that indigenee is not

always sigoificant of degradation.
My subject sl impresses me with the
t that it is while ut our usaful ocen-
pations thal we have the divine manifesta.

tions. Had those ne {hat
inlo Bethlehem an rubsounir ;m

that msn sees most of God and
Hesven whoe mwinds his own dbusiness. We
all have our posts of duty, aod standing
there God appears 1o us. We are all shep-
mhda afnd ilwpl;m ud“? have our
of eares and snuoyances anxietios,
n%n must :udh:;n.

¢ sometimes very good people say:

“If T had s month or & vear or two to

wothing but attend to religious things,
would be & great deal better thun 1 am now.”
. ¥ou arc mistaken. Geoerally the best

&re the busy people. Elisha was w-
ic the field when the prophetie mantle

i Sky Aothem o the Babe of|
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is rovalty. No palace to

mlc{ Lu soepter able to mhiﬁ

power and his dominion. ng from | the

the fountain that drips from the amf“ﬂn ful land o
rock. Amomg the harpers harping wi the b
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their harps. On & ses of glass wingled with
fire. Bealore the throne of God, to go no more
out forever. The spark of grace that Christ
had to keep both hands over lest it come
to extinction, having flamed nF.imo honor

and
start

d immartality.
i‘m ‘:vm glorious consummation !

t humble

The New Testament Charch was on a
small scale. Fisnermen watched it Against
the uprising walls crashed intersal en-
ginery, The world said anathema. Ten

thousand

delelll,La' " d:

have

le rejoiced at evers seemi

“Abalnha! so we wonl

Martyrs on fire eried: “How

long, O Lord, how long?’ Very humble

starting,

but see the difference st the con.

summation, when Christ with his almighty
arm has struck off the last chain of human

bon

dage, and H sball be Moant
Zion; and Pymo:.ﬂhh; and oceans,

the walking place of Hima who trod the
wave oliffs of stormed Tiberins, avd. island
shall eall to laland, ses to sontinent to
Comption vistns, fhe Maavess, Hishgrese
ption rising, vens, like s great
board, shall strike back the shout
of salvation to the earth until it rebounds
in to the throne of God, and all beayen,
ng on their thrones, beat time with their
pters. Ob, what sn bumble beginoing'
bat a glorions endiog! Throne linked to

A

s manger, hea

effect of

veuly maasions to & stable.

IT WORKS BOTF WAYS.
My sobject siso impresses me with the

e mhrht's mission upward and down-
w ory to God,
God sent Brl{m into the wo!

peace to man.” When

covered something new in something
they had never seen before. Not power, not
wisdom, not love. They knew that be-
fore. But when God dent Eisvon into this

God.

in
Ii is easier to love an angel on his

throne than a thie! on the cross, a seraph in
his worship than an adulteress in her crime,
When the angels gaw God—ihe God who
would not allow the most insignificant angel

e auE o n s, o

son, His only, duly son

that they had never thought of before, and T
do pot wonder that when Christ started out
on that pilgrimage the sngels in heaven

clapped their wi

in trivmph and eallea

on all the horts of heaven to help them cele-
brate it, and sang so lond that the Bethie-
bem shepherds heard it : *~Glory to God in

the
to

forgiven, etornal

highest."”

But it was also to bo n wisslon of pence

- mau, Ian.ﬁnltn uh;lh-—-—u“ ~Gie uinted
vity, How oo ever -come to-
gotber? The Goapel bridges

tanoe. 1L brings God to us. Tt takes ns to
God, God in us, and we in God, . Atone-
ment! Atonement ! Justice satisfied, sins

on & manger. ¢
But it was also hhm of

all Lnd‘i‘:ridw mﬁa :::h - l’uiuuiab“

ties, hat & soun ard o

in the Roman empire that m the

number of

over the dis

life socured, heaven built

ple it bhad massscred, that

prided itselfon the number of the slain,

that rejoiced at the trembling provinces.
THEY ALL SWORE ALLEGIANOE.

Bicily and Corsiea and Sardinis and

Macedonia and
sword aud erouch

had bowed to her

Egvpt
ed attheory of her war
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cqual to that; but
times, when in our own day, in Ameries,

There goes the grent Frenchman, lead

his army down
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to us like

HIS, ©
i

R
eas,

a
pati

n;udu bevond the mountains,
mountains 7 *“Oh," said the

-nlhnl.’i"‘-y darling, there are ne mount-
aina within sight of our home.” *‘Oh, yes,"
she . them—that

e
her dring child end
that heaven

must be

beduti-

: “My dear, I think
£t you see.” “Well
and

then,”™ she maid, “father, you come,
] ATms 0sITY me over those

with your

vour strong
mountains into that
the high mountains,
weeping father, “my derling, I ean’t go
* she mid, clapping

pever mind; I see

with yoo.”

her bands, “never

el

ful Jand beyond
YiNo," said the

yonder s shining one coming. He is coming
now, in Hin strong arims to

the mountains to the beantiful land—over
the mountains, over the high mountainal"

CHARLES DICKENS' CATERER.

A French Waltor Whe Berved Two Noted
sew York tun. ]

One would not naturally expeet fo find in |

the Fresch quarter s person who had been
st all intimate with Thackersy and Dickena,
but in Bleecker sireet there is & good-
looking Gaul to whom both of
these oolebratsd men oiten confided
their partioular wanity in
the way of food as well madrink., Although
apparently not old enough to have been on

what was

such terms of intimacy with
dis- | writers, Francois Ruppert, who acafe

the two great

inthom?tumd,nguhan in a
restauran mm ﬂ!ﬂ'l, as
mmmmm-umuln;::l
to the favorite dishes and drinks of each.

He does not keep particularly thrilling
staries on tap in regard to either, but he is

o e b
lightning ts. While

thunder and

¥

g Thackersy's broken nose
and

he talks to you M. Ruppert brings both men
much mlu?'bntnﬂur one bas quitted the

rions canses
tap in liem
patroas, -

which M.

of stories about

bl i e )

pert keeps on
. lli:!nraw

MOVING TOWARD COKBOLIDATIOR.

The Attempt to Unite ANl Athletic Clubs
Meeting Witk Faver,
FEPRECTAL TELEGRAM TO THE DISPATON, |
New YorE, December 29.—The import-
ant ciroular issued last week by the Ama-
teur Athletic Union, in which was embodied

& comprehensive

plan looking to the amsl-

gamation of all athletic clubs in the country
under one central head, has cansed a grest

deal of

and

favorable consideration.
The idea into form the differant athlstio

is mesting with-

clubs into ups, esch up to constitute
an mdnm ':} elulnm

of the Amatenr

Athletic Union, mhd with & distinetive

name awd

manageri
each with representation

o
e 'te uion:

n, and

MEAT ON THE HOOF.

The Condition of l;:nﬁl-l«.-u
Stock Yards.
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