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to Discuss the Immenss
Army Bill.

BISMARCK MAY BE THERE.

The North and Sonth German Fag-
tions of the Socialists

A VAIN STRUGGLE FOR HARMONY.

fronclad laws Against Fmigration to
America Are Proposed.

THE EX-CHANCELLOR'S BITTER REMARKES

ITONAESPONDENCE OF THE DISPATCH )

BrsLIy, Nov. & —*1 will be among men
who will look upon me asa Pariah.”

This was a bitter utierance from the lips
of the Iron Chaoeelior, when asked if he
wouli take his seat in the German Reich-
stag November 22, Bat there are those
who believe he will be preseat to speak
sl the Government, and to throw h's
mighty influence agninst the very prineci-
ples whirh he himselt advocated, initinted
sod earried into eflective operation under
ihie aged Kalser,

The Ecichstag, which convenes in 8 few
dexs at the call of the young Emperor, has
been ip existence for about six years now,
sod during that time, by elections only,
has made & number of decided echanges
But, on the whole, it has been exceedingly
friendly to the reforms in’ educetion, in

forces of Germuuoy from October 1, 1893, to
March, 1888, as follows: Iofantry, 711
battalions; ecavalrr, 47 &g dis-
mounted artillery, 484 batteries; field ar-
‘tillery, 37 battalions; railwsy troops, 7 bat-
talions; train service, 21 battalions, This
makes & total of 492 068 men and means an
inorease in the effective strength of the Ger-
man army to 2,138 officers, 334 surgeons, 200
armories, 23 veterinaries, 11,857 non-com-
missioned officers, 72,073 privates and 6,150
horses, increase in expense will be
from $16,000,000 to §20,000,000, The meas-
ure itself in its preamble adverts to the
srmament of Russis and Fraoce in terms
whioh lesve no doubt as to Germany’s atti-
tude toward these nations

Disappearance of Military Sopremacy,

It asserts eloguently that Germany's
military supremacy bas disappeared; that
Russia has to-day s war strength of 4,558 -
000 men, while France bas 4,053,000 To
equal this the nation must rise to the very
last motch of its capacitv, and every man
eapable of bearing arms must be in line.
When sil the provisions of the new bill have
been carried out the available foree of Ger-
many will be 4,400,000, This means a yearly
enlistment of 235,000 men, To this must be
added the 9,000 one-year men, taken from
the number beine educated for the profes-
sione Thus the number to be trained yearly
will ve 244 000,

Bnt even with the passage of the military
bill the Emperor’s troubles will mot cease.
The emigration laws will perhaps be made
ironclad, and America will soon note the
effect in the decrease of Germany's annnal
enntribution to American citizenship. Nor
will it end with that The addition of
$16,000,000 in expenses means E16,000,000
more ia texes, and the nation will not be
alone taxed to its utmost capacity tor sol-
diers, but far beyond its capacity for funds.
There is nothing hopeful for monarchy in
the future, snd the fateful scenes of 1848,
when such men as Carl Schurz, Carl Heint-
zen, Franz Sigel and Oswald Oitendorter
were driven to American shores, may be

SUPPLYING A NATION WITH TIME.

Wonders to Be Shown by the Government
Ubservatory at the Fair,

.

ASTRONOMY IN THE MODERN BTAGE

[CORNEEPONDENCE OF THE DIRPATCR. ]

WASHINGTON, Nov. 18 —Government
star-gazers bhave been baving a greast time
moving into the new Naval 3
which is the most beautiful building for
astronomieal purposes in the world,
situated on the beights overlooking Wash-
ington from the northwest. Naturally, the
transfer from one place to another of in-
stuments so delicate that a finger must not
ordinarily be allowed to touch them, lest
thelr adjustment be spolled, is attended
with no small difficulty. But the article
which required the greatest care ic its re-
moval was the object lens of the famous
equatorial telescope.

Until the lenses for the Lick Observs-
tory in California were made this was the
largest one in Americs, being 261 1oches
in diameter. Itcost$30,000. Thisprecious
thing was wrapped in the softest of old
linen shest, packed in & box between mat-
iresses, and conveyed in a spring wagon st
& funeral pace over four miles of road up
hill and down, reaching its destination
safely. The new observatory will have
eight telescopes, two of which the publie
will be permitted to use for amnsement,
one of these baving a 5-inch and the others
93¢-inch glass

To Exhibit at the Fair.

The exhibit of the Naval Observatory at

the World's Fair will include a 5-inch
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members of the Reichstag .

eign polier and in military
) s, § »d under the eves of the Em-
reror aod advocated by the Caprivi minor-

The Crisis Near at Hand.
T'he end is, however, near, for erities in

an¥ soree that the mnew military

re, eoucerning which there hes been

t = the greatest secrecy. will not

secure the approval of the Relchstaz. This

mea colution, for the Emperor will
not va Céfeat in his pet secheme.

he Reichsiag n dozen times if

sarv, but pass th asure. "’
the Emperor has become
leth of the Ministry, and no
now be left uoturned to perform
T8 il
rical element in the Rsichstag
v t it beesuse it 154 part of the poliey
lliance, and no measare in
su interest will receive the

&t it L

f that wing of the Reichstag
} ve no Windborst to lead them
z jeir opposition will, under any
[ o

anees, be weals

n there is the prospect, too, that the

{ fnction, which is exocedingly

' will be divided, and will make

n auy mweasure impossibie, Division

the means strength for the Ministry.

Liebknecht will lead the extreme wing of

the Socislists.  He is the North German

representative, and, if anything, must be

classed os an Joternstionalist, s & Marxist,

g ruan whe loves bis theory of sosial reform
¥

for the world better thas he loves his conn.

A Division of the Socialista,
Vollmar, ol South Germanv, is more con-
ve, aud has a strong following among
lisis  lu fnet, the Ministry looks
n of that parly imto “*North
nd “South German,™ under the
leadership of the two men mentioned.
Bebel, the orator of the party, stands be-
tween the two, vainly endeavoring to bring
ebout harmony, He isa queer mixture of
demagozue and sistesman. At Limes

sidressing the Secislists of Berlin,
he drops almost into acarchistie utterances
In the Reichstar, again, his oratory is oe-
casiomally us foreeful and effective as was
ever chat of Bismarck. He i3 the Demos.
thenes of his party on the ficor of the
Feic .
is the mopeved man of the Social-
narty, ind as be handles the funds of
= .-.:--,:u- zation, now on deposit with the
t Easland, is uo weak fuctor in its
sweils  Iu all likelibood he will lean to
he Vollmar wing of the party. Auer,
Soclalist leader, is known as o
jmer.®  He fits himself to events and
onular demands, instead of taking the
¢ in any movement. But the Lib-
meti :.ll"!lt Reicnstaz is composed
¢ guld business and prolessional
! on thess, together with those who

ek
the
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* the hopes of the Kaiser rest.
Absorbing Public Opinlon.

iniiels,

The army bill debate will, bower old
the public sitehtion for month ae,
mni provigiona Are neoe ng-
iwentous Interest To ter
briefly, it may be said ent
is but the beginnine :;;;.

(! of ' |
ment oo the part ”,.

wembere of the Tri

!
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X s termed the “ont-and-out Minjster-

repeated with an effectiveness n ot dreamed
of in that early period.

THE WEITE HOOSE'S HISTORY.

More Than 100 Yesars Have Passed Since
the Buollding Was Begun.

Chicago Tribune. .
The corner-stone of the White House was

Iaid on October 13, 1792 The Commission-
ers had on the previous 14th of March
sdvertised for plans for a President's
house, and on the 16th of July they held a
meeting in Georgetown and examined the
plans that had been submitted.

As is part of local history mow, they ac-
cepted the plan of James Hoban, & Dublin
architect, who bad made desigos tor the
President’s house, framed, it is said, in the
model of the thansion of the Duke of Lein-
ster gt Dablin, the palace of royalty in Ire-
land. The stone was in part quarried at
Aguia Creek and brought to a new wharf,
buily for the purpose near the foot of Seven-
teenth street, but obstinate David Burns, as
Washington called him, refused toallow the
wagonstopass over his ground in ecarrying

the stone to the wsite of the White
House, He sbused Mr Hoban
roundly, and if the City Hall had

been built and present lecal fashions then
prevailed he would have gotton out an in.
junction, but it is doubtful if there was then
a Juage wnearer than Upper Marlboro or
Annapolis; so despite Burns’ opposition the
stone was carted through his place and the
White House rose. No memorial of the
ceremonial of laving the corner-stone has
been diseoversd. It is certain that the
Virginia Free Masons, who had in 1791
Inid one corner-stone of the Distriet of
Columbia, and who in 1793 assisted in lay-
ing the corner-stone of the Capitol, did nut
participate in laying the corner-stone of
the White Houss. It was probably laid by
Maryland Masons.

The building began to rise, however, and
in eight years was ready for oceupancy. The
dopations of Maryland, $72,000, sad of Vir-
ginia, $120,000, assisted to pay for it, and in
April, 1800, four months atter Washington's
death, Congress appropriated £135,000 to pay
for the farniture. Thenceforward it became
the chief mansion in the nation. From the
time when Mre John Adams hung the
family wash in the East Room to dry to the
sad event lately chronicled, it has been a
home st upon & hill to be seen by all. It
has had the fortune of the humblest homes
-jn the land—marriage, births and deaths,
Its joys and sorrows have a wide echo.

The Freach Stage.

Some curious facts about the history of
the Paris theaters during and immediately
after the war of 1870-T1 will be brought out
for the first time in & history of that period,
written by Albert Soubies. It is sorprising
to learn, for instanoe, that during the first
siege of Paris by the Germans both the
Ambigu and the Bea is gave per-
forizauces almost d-ili'; whieh were gener-
ally profitable. While the commune was
holding full sway and devastating sthe ill-
fated city the Gymnase closed its doors only
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on Good Fri

Quite & Magnifier,
A lens for the detection and study of the
bacillus of cholera, consumption, and other
kindred diseases, has just been made for &

udniinn-:(inamundm
browide of naphthalice, and shows the
glmh-nu 10 10,080 times their aot-

telescope, through which visitors tothe Ex-
position will be allowed to gaze at what-
ever is most interesting in the heavens both
by night and by day. It is also intended
to show a picture of the sun on =& large
scale, s pencil of rays being thrown through
& lens by a mirror 40 feet into a dark room.
In this camera obscura 8 huge image of the
orb of day will appear on a sereen, showin
the tremendous flames which leap T,
miles anbove its surfsee and also the so-
called “spots,”” which sre fiery chasms eap-
able of swallowing up bundreds of such
planets as the earth at & gulp. At noon each
day the asstromomers in Washington will
drop a time-ball five feet in dismeter ontop
of the main building at the Fair.

It bas been suggested that the newly dis-
covered filth satellite of Jupiter oonght to
be secured for exhibition at Chicago. It is
such a very little one that the star-gazers
suspect it to be werely a eaptured asteroid.
They entertnin s like surmise respecting
the moons of Mars, which were originally
found by the big glass of the equatorial
telescope at the Naval Observatory here.
Possibly the earth way eapture an asteroid
or two some day. There doesn’t seem to be
any reason why such a thing might not
bappen. L

e great telescope of the Lick Observa-
tory, by which Jupiter's new satellite
was discovered, has an object glass 36 inches
in dismeter. It is expected that the Chi-
cago University will buy the 40-inch lens
which now Jies in the rough at the Clark
factory in Cambridgeport, Mass.

The Limit of Size,

This mighty glass was ordered for the
University of Southern California, but that
institution has 1ailed to pay forit. Clark
thinks that he can make & telescope lens 45
inches in diameter. A limit ol size exists
by reason of the fact that lenses bend of
their own weight, and thus their very big-
mess may cause them to distort the images
of objects seen through them. Obviomsly it
is not possible to put an thing beneath to
bold them wup. All oi these telescopic

lasses ure cast in Paris by u concern which
ceeps the detnils of 1ts processes secret
Each one actuslly consists of two lenses,
one of flint glass and the other of erown
gluse.  The two together so nentrallze all
colored rays that the light which comes to
the eye of the observer is perfectly white.

The big glass disks are ship in the
rough to the factory at Cambridgeport,
Alvan G. Clark is the only man liviog who
understands to perfection the art of pre-
paring and finishing them. First they are
ground down to the proper shape with re-
volving eoucave tools, after which the sur-
iaces are caretully smoothed and polished
with fine ro:g—s. b{le: the lenses are ad-
jusied in s big tube like that of & talno:ﬁo
tor trial. The tube is pointed at & siar, the
image of which should appear perfectly
round when scen through the glasses,

The Genius of Mr, Clark.

But in reality the 1mage 1s sure to be
more or less out of shape, hecause of iney-
itable defects.  Itis in remedying these de-
feots that the geaius of Mr. Ciark is chiefly
exercised. He goes over the lenses with a
bit of rouge on kis thumb, and rubs the sur-
taces here and there, roushing away_aa in-
finitesimal thickuess in this spot and that,
until at length all the rays passed through
the objeet-glass are concentrated at & sin-
gle point. Now the image of the star is
periectly round, and the lenses are fin-
ished. [Even the finest of them eontain
r:ny little bubbles of air, bat they do no

o,

The astronomers of the Naval Observatory
bave looked ail over the. world for iders
we Buoch goscamer filaments ) 4
industrious arachnids are nﬂmlq;:.uk-'

cross-lines at

China,
it was imagined that the large
:pl f that country would perhaps pro-

8 particularly excellent quality of
web. However, it was found that the best
web is spun by spiders of the United §
such as are plentiful in the neighborh
ot 'Wl::iu ln-hlJ ly, expeditions
are made ear une each , to
from the fen!u and barns htwrubont
cocoons of the big “turtle-back” spiders
Each cocoon is composed of = single silken
filament wound round and round, though
there are apt to be some breaks in it where
Mistress Spider left off work for & time.

Sending Out the Time,

The five-foot time ball to be dropped st
the World’s Fair will be made of s canvas
on & steel frame. It will be wonnd up each
dls to the height from which it is to fal
and it will be set and electrically conn
in such a manner that the breaking of the
clrenit at 12 noon will release it The
cable by which it will be coatrolled has
alresdy been laid connecting the new ob-
servatory with the entire Western Union
telegraph system. Within 30 days it will
be in operation, the touch of a batton at
the Washington end of it instantaneounsly
transmitting notice of the hour over
850,000 milcs of wiree. When button
speaks the whole country will listgp, and
the hands of 70,000 electric clocks over
the United States will point to the correct
minute and second. There are 7,000 such
clocks in New York City ulone. All rail-
ways, factories and industries of every kind
pay attention to this si Three minutes
before noon each day sil the Weatern Union
lines are cleared of business, every operator
takes hin finger from the key, cironits are
opened, and, at the instant when the sun
passes over the seventy-tifth meridian, the
spark of intelligence is fiashed to all parts
of the country. It requires less than one-
fitth of a second to San Franciseo.

The 12 o’clock signal sent rrom Washing-
ton indicates 11 A. M. for Chicago, 10 A. M.
for Omsaha, and 9 A. . for the Pacifo
coast, the United States being divided into
four perpendicular strips, and each strip
settiug its clocks by the time o! the meri-
dian which biseets it from north to south.
Thus each strip is always one hour later
then the nexs strip to the east. The West-
ern Union Company earns abont $1,000,000
annually from its electrie clock service,
charging $15 a vuar for setting each clock at
noon daily. e time sold thus profitably
it gets from the Gersrnment tor nothing,
but anybody can bave t e same privilege
free of charge by putting an instruwent and
wireinto the observatory.

The Most Complete Oollection.

.The most complete existing oollection of
portable instruments used in eonnection
with navigation is kept at the Naval Ob-
servatory for supplying the ships of the .
United States navy. It includes the finest
and most costly devices of this deseription,
from small telese: pes in leather eases to the
contrivance newly invented by an officer in
the service for determining the piteh or a
ship in a storm. There are small astronom-
luronlﬁu, with which one mny go ashore
and set up & miniature observatory at brief
notice, All neval vessels that go tosea
must have their chromometers regulated
god tested st intervals

For this purpose a meat refrigerator has
been put into the new buildiog by a Chi-
cago firm. The chronometers will be placed
in this cooling apparatus, which is of the
latest and most improved pattern, the
temperature being reduced by ice overhead
to 40° Fahrenheit. The ice being removed
the air inside the box will be raised to 859
by hot-water pipes surrounding it. A
chronometer which endures such exiremes
of heat and cold without being sifected will
be expected to withstand similar influences
on a trip from the Equator to the Aretie
Each ship is proviued with four chron-
ometers and a watch, the last being carried

because
ders o
nee

monly, These watches are regulariy tesied
like the chronometers. They are of Amer-
jcan make. To such 4 point of excellence
has the manuiacture of watches in this
conntiry attained that time-pieces of this
kind, costing $16 or §18, are found to rum
within 15 seconds a month of absolute ap-
ouracy. Foreign watches are not in it with
them at all

A Style of Educational Show.

Astronomieal science is now finding a
presentment on the stage in the shape of
what are called “‘scientific spectacles,” or
*“Urania” entertainweats. The lecturer on
extra mundane matters carries the sun,
moon and stars around with him from city
to city, together with as much scenery as a
grmd’ opera company is ordinarily equipped
with. This stvle of educationai show was
originated in Berlin, and it bas been intro- |
duced on o larger scale in this country by
Garrett P. Serviss, the well known astrono-
wer. Instead of merely throwing magie
lantern pictures upon & screen, seenes on
the moon and other planets are actuslly ex-
hibited by elaborate stage settings assisted
by the finest kind of scene painting and
most ingenious mechanical contrivanees,
For instance, views on the moon place
the audience seemingly on the very surface
of thst orb, from which the spectator looks
off and beholds the ecarth and other worlds
shining at brightest mid-day in a sky of
inky b?aul:ness. This is because the moon
hns no atmosphere, the brizht blue of the
heavens as seen from the earth being due to
its surrounding envelope of air. Eclipses
of the sun and moon, as well as ma 'y other
henomena of nature, are shown. Aston-
hingly realistic effects of light, such
as sunrises and sunsets, are produced
by means of rows of electrie-light
bulbs above and below the stage.
Some of the bulbs are red, some blue,
and some white, and all -are controlled by a
single instrument in such & manner that a
lupar or other landscape ean be illuminated
by ever so many changing hues. The sun
is an are light of 18000 candle-power, in-
closed in an iron box and projected through
lenses upon the back “‘drop” from behind
the Iatter. An eclipse is mpde by passing
an opeque dise across thelens. For the
moon an arc light of only 2,000 eandle-
power is emploved. Many other phenomena
are illustrated by various devices,
Volcanoes seem to throw up streams of
lava, while steam aseends in elonds trom a
perforated Ipi En runuing across the front of
the stage; lightning flashes vividly, and the
scens is rendered more realistically appall-
ing by peals and crashes of thunder, which
s small boy creates by banging a sheepskin
n:::“d on a wooden frame with b.ttll. of
w in inst it so aé to vibrate
with a:::-gmex ne'iie.u ReNE BACHE,

A MAINE F0X STORY.

How a Young Pet Learnced Some Tricks
During His Captivity,
Lewiston Journal.]

Jason Lunt, of Kennebunkport, tells a
fox story. A few years ago he caught a
young fox, built & pen for him out of =
hogshead, and kept him tigd up with a cod-
line around his neck. He made & pet of
the apimal, which became qoite teme, but
the mother fox used to come around every
night and keep the houshold awake barking
for her young one.

One morning Le ®vent out to look after
his pet and fonnd a good sized hole gnawed
in the hogshead and the cod-live bitien off
elose to the young fox’s neck and the ani-
mal gone. Soon after there were stories
in the neighborhoed of & remarkably bold
or tame fox, which would come into & door-
yard in the deytime and make off with the
chickens

Nearly two afterward Mr. Lunt
Jost & number of chickens from foxes aud
sets trap aad one morning found that he
had csught the chicken thief It was a
good sized fox aud a remarkably fat one
and while Mr. Lunt was feeling around
the animal's neck snd admiring his con-
dition his fingers came in contact with

in the pocket of the navigatiog officer com- | 1.0

the | is no divine giving without human re-
first  be

OXNE OF THE STARTLING PHRASES

Which Are by No Means “Uncommen in the
New Testament Books.

RULES WITH EXCEPTIONS MANIFOLD

[WEITTEX.ZOR THE DISPATOH.]

“Whosesoever sins ye forgive, they are
forgiven; snd whosesoever sins ye retain,
they are retained.”

Jesus Cbrist said that Buot is it not
amazing? Is it not next io Incredible?
‘We will forgive yoursins, and they are for-
given; or we will retain your sins and they
are retained. Who will believe it?

Let us not forget, however, that thisis
not the only startling word'that Jesus spoke.
Parily, perbaps, for the sake of attention,
aud still more for the sake of making those
to whom he spoke remember what he said,
and most of all that he might make men
think, he expressed himself, not on¢e or
twice, but many times, in sentences strange,
paradoxical, and hard to understand. More
than once he scemed to contradist the com-
mon sense of men.

As, for exawple, in the Sermon on the
Mount: “Resist not evil;” “give to him
that asketh thee;” ‘Judge not;"” “‘ask, end
it shall be given you.” These words need
explanation. We recite them, and st oces
a soore of difficulties drawn out of experi-
ence confront ne. Are they to be taken
literally and followed exactly as they read?
Or,are we to understand them as tha direct,
unqualified statements of great prineiples,
which are to be applied as best we may,and
are to be stndied in the light of other great
principles which on this side and on that
hedge them about with limitations? That
is, are we to read them each apart, as if
Jesus said just that snd never a word else?
Or are we to Interpret them according to the
spirit of Him who spoke them, as it is re-
vealed in all His other words together?

Deeper Than the Surface,

It is evident, I think, that thess words
are deeper than they seem. The meaning
does not lie altogether upon the surface.
Otten the meaning secema not to lie upon
the suriace =at all, but to be hidden aws
underneath where we must diligently seare
forit, f we would really understand His
will, Every one of these hard sayin
touches tne heart of truth, but we must do
some studying before we see just how.
Every one teaches a profound principle,
but it isnot soevident in what way the
prineiple is to be applied. These are the
rules of Christian living, but they are rules
with exeeptions manitold. And the appli-
cation of the exceptions, Jesus Christ de-
sires to Jeave with us They are not to be
obeyed slavishly in the letter, but wisely in
the spirit. _And we are left to learn that
wisdom. Because one of the purposes for
which Christ came into the worid was to
make people think.

And 50 we come back to this hard saying
which we will take for our study. And we
find that it is like & great many other hard
sayings of the Master, and that we must
think about it il we wish to understand it
To be contented with the surtace meaning
is probably to miss the real meaning alto-
gether.

‘Whosesoever sins ve forgive, they are for-
given: and whosesoever s1o0s ve retain they
are reiained. The Lord of truth said thas,
and it is true. But how?

We do not get’any nearer the meaning by
remembering that He said it to his apostles.
For, alter all, the apostles were but men
¢ the rest of us. They were better men,
no doubt, than the most of us. But still,
they were men. And, because men, there-
fore ignorant, as the wisest are ignorant;
and prejudiced as the fairest are prejudiced;
snd not able to look with pariecily clear
sight into anybody’s heart. The apostles
could make mistakes, as we can. They
were not by soy means infallible. And vet
thev were to torgive men's sins, and to re-
tain men’s sing.

The Same Meaning Now as Then,

If that is an awful thing to say to-day in
the case of a man before whose name the
title “reverend” is written, it was just as
awful a thing to say a good many hundreds
of years ago in the case of men bofore whose
names we write the title “saint.” Shall
Peter forgive men’s sins? Shall John for-
give men’s sins? It matters not what Peter
nor what John. It may be a Peter or a
John who lives in tine, or it may be a
Peter and o John who live in Penusvlvania;
it makes no difference. The words mean
now what they meant then, and neither
mora nor less. It is evident that they are
words which Jesus Christ felt to be
altogether fitting to be spoken to & com-
pany of plain, good men, They did not
exceed the abilities of men. And the in-
ference 1s that if they could be spoken to
men once, they can of right be spoken
under similar conditions, to soy men and
anywhere, "

The words were addressed to the spostles,
at their ordination; that is, at their formal
and final commission to be the ministers of
Christ. And they are used to-duy upon the
oceasion of an ordinstion; and with Christ’s
meaning and no other meaning. We can
bardly hope to find a better psttern for an
ordination service than that which was set
by the Lord Christ himself.

The only question, then, is as to what
Christ mesat. If we can find that meaning
we bave found the truth. And we can find
it only by dint of thinking.

Let us determine, first, what the words do
not and eannot mean, For the truth is
never inconsistant with itselfl. When we
have learned ove truth of Jesus Christ, and
have mastered it, then we have a clew to
whatever else He said DBecause He evi-
dently did not mean to contradiet that. All
new truth is true under the conditions of

the truth we knew before,

It is plain, then, that this hard saying
cnpnot mean any contradietion to the will
of God, nor any contradietion to the eon-
ditions of release from sin, nor anv contra-
diction to the true definition of forgiveness.

Set Among the Nigatives.

Whatever commission our Lord gave to
the apostles it was not such as to leave dut
of secount the will of God. Neither Poter,
nor James, nor John, nor the whole apos-
tolie company together, could free from the
burden of sin any man whom God had not
freed, nor release from the penalty of the
law of God any man whom God had nog
pardoned. The same condition which must
be aitached to the rule of prayer—*"if the
Lord will"—must be ai also to the
rule of absolution. Ask and it shall be
given you—if it please God.- We absolve
you from your sins—if it pleases God. This,
then, we may set among the negatives
The commission to the apostles does not
mean anything that contradiots or sets
sside the absolute and fioal pardoning
power of God.

Neither does it overlook the inevitsble
condition which is set in Holy Seripture be-
fore the door of pardon. That condition is
repentance. He who would be forgiven
must repent.  God is forever ready to for-
give. God is our father, nnd though we
may forget Him, He will never forget us
Every prodigal son of God has a weloome
waiting for bhim ‘at home. However far
awsy we may go from God, however we
m{ effuce the divine likeness in us, and
seek adoption into the family of the devil,
still God is our father. Though a soul were
hidden in the depths of hell, still even in
that blackness God will see & child of His,
But the father waits. Pardon lor sins de.

ods not spon him, but upon us God

made it possible for us to turn away
from him, if we=will; and to stay awa
from him, if we will. He holds out His
hand, but we may not take it. Thus there

ceiving; we must re-
oceptive to the blessing. Avnd since

scopes lor
angles with each other the

repenianco is essential if we would be recep-

-J

man, There is a third econaition; the word
“forgive™ which is the heart of the sentence,
must ba understood according to the true
definition of forgiveness,

Now forgiveness is quite commonly in-
terpreted to mean that the forgiven sinner
has fortupately escaped from the punish-
ment which is due for his sine, But
that is 8 mistake. The worst thing in the
world amrdin%o Holy Beripture, is not
rmn but sin. e most fearful ealamity
nto which a man can fall is not to be T.uu-
ished even in the agonles of hell; it is to
be & sinner. Jesus Christ came not to save
us from the consequences of onr sins, but to
save us from our sion themselves. Andall
sin meviublr involves a on frow
God. That 15 the fearful'thing aboat it,
that it keeps us out of the light of the love
of God. And what we ought to long for,
and to long for so earnestly that everything
else s but as nothing, is to get back o
to God., And that is what forgiveness does
for us. It assures us of God’s weleome, and
is our tion into His love again,

The sin been committed, and all its
lesser penslties go on. The penitent
drunkard is forgivem, but the diseases
which his transgressions have bronght upon
him still rack his body with pain. The
penitent thief is pardoned, but the nails
still hold bim to the eross, and he dies
there, just as the impenitent thief dies
Abgolution does not come in between sid
and these inevitable consequences of it
What absolution does, in God’s name, for
the penitent soul, is to declare that the old
fatherly and Slial relations are resumed,
Itisa solemn assurance of the unchanged
love of Goa.

Out of Negation Into Definition,

Thus we get out of negation into defini-
tion. Forgiveness is not to be undearstood
here as meaning that a man stands in the

lage of God, Take that, then, out of the
rdu of absolution. Neither is forgiveness
to be thought :fkiure as ;epmteq from re-

ntance, as makin nitenee unnecessary.
g'anke that, also, ontg oi}ﬁtho idea of absolu-
tion. Neither is forgiveness to be consid-
ered here as meaning anything less than the
approval of God; it does not earry with it
a deliverance from the inevitable pensities
of sin. Take that, too, out of-the ides of
absolution.

What then remains? Why, this: That
“Almighty God, the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who desireth not the death of
a sinner, but rather that he may turn from
his wickedness and live, hath given power
and commandment to his ministers to de-
clare and pronounee to his people, being
penitent, the absolution and remission of
their sins. He oneth and absolveth all
those who ¥ repent and nnfeiinedly
believe His holy gospel.” That is the be-
ginning and the middle and the end of it

The priest knows the love of God, he
learns the penitence of the sinner and he
stands between the two, where the Lord put
him, and speaking in his own name, as the
represeniative of Him who sent him, he
declares that the promises of God are stead-
fast and that this penitent sinper isap-
proved of God.

Ignorance and superstition and ambition
have taken these old words and read them
without relation to u:aegotpsl where they
stand, and have trans! them into a lie.
They have lett out the will of God, and
made pardon dependent upon the priest.
They have left out the repentance of the
sinner and have made a . formal confession
to take the place of it. They have set aside
the true meaniog of forgiveness, and have
made it to signify rel trom the penalties
of sin, And the result bas been the enslave-
ment of the conscienee.

Nevertheless the race has ever eried for
absolution. Before the altars of all re)ig-
ions men and women have made their pray-
ers for pardon. The world over there have
been priests to whom itenta have re-
sorted with the story of their sins, begging
for sssurance of forgiveness. Are we “:}13
forgiven? Does theg just, holv
above really love us who have so offended
him? People ask that every day, and have
asked it from the beginning of the world
withtears, Forto be with God, in harmony
with him, approved of him, is the dgepest
longiog of the hnman heart.

No Adequate Answer From Man,

And no book ean satisfy these anxious
questions; nor can any argument which a
man hulds with his own soul provide ade-
quate answer. We waot s voice, the voice
of authority, the voice of assurance. We
want somebody who knows the law of
God, who is better acquainted than we are
with the spirit ot God, who ecan tell us, so
that his saving shall eonvince us, thatour
longing is met avd satisfied Heream I,
buraened thus and thus with lamentable
transgressions, this have I said, that bave I
done, all these have I left undone, and now
I come to God. O, man of God. thou who
knowest God, what does God say?

The soul needs a physician. The sick sonl
looks out tremblingly into the future and is
atraid of death. Sueh and suveh is my con-
dition. O physician of God, must I, then,
die? And the physician answers, and the
answer brings the same comfort which the
good promise of the physician of the body
brings. One may encouragingly say this,
and another that, and thus and thus may we
speak with our ownselves, but there are s
great many people in the world who desire to
know what the pbysician saya That they
accept.

And for this Christ has made provision.
It was of this which He thought when He
spoke the hard saying of the text. Goout
and tell men the best you can how they
stand with God. Here is one whom yon
know to be penitent; tell him that he is for-
given. Here iz avother whom you beliave to
be impenitent; tell him that his sins are
retained.

It may be in & quiet conversation between
two, where there 1s frank contession made.
It may be in the midst of a crowded church
where the preseher deelares the love of
God sod His longing for the loye of man.
Aud some bear, and turn to God, and the

burden of their sins is lifted; while others,

hear, and turn away and sin azain. Some
have thelr sins forgiven; others have their
sins retained.

The man of God, in {he name of the God
of love, declares to the penitent soul the
rorfh'enm of God. That, nad nothing less
and nothiug more, is absolation. -

Grorce HoDGES,

THE SUN AND THE STAES .

Astronomy Now Claims That the Two Bod-
ies Are About the SBame.
Gentleman's Magazine.)

The sun is a star and the stars are suns,
This fact has been a familiar one to astron-
omers for many years That the stars shine
by their own inherent light, and not by
light reflected from another body, like the
planets of the solar system, may be easily
proved. That many of them at least are
very similar to our own sun, is clearly
shown by several considerations.

Three facls prove this conclusively.
First, their ¢t intrinsic brilliancy com-
pared with their small apparent diameter,
a dinmeter so small that the highest powers
of the largest telescopes fail to show them
as anything but mere points of light with-
out nicasurable magnitude. Sercond, their
vast distanee from the earth, s distance so
great that the diameter of the earti's orbit
dwindles nimost to a point in eomparison.
This accounts satisfaetorily for the firss face.
Third, the s[peeumnpe—ihn unerring in-
strument of modern research—shows that
the light emitted by many of them is very
similar to thyt radiated by the sun.

Their chemical and physical constitution
is, therefore, probably analogous to that of
our central luminary. The red siars cer-
tainly show spectra differing considerably

from the solar spectrum, put thuoﬁ cots
e T

WORD PICTURES OF THE PAST

Painted Prom Figments Seattered Throngh
the Rocky Strata.

THE MENTAL EVOLUTION OF MAN

) IWRITTEN FOR THE DISPATCH. |

There is o most remarkable distinetion
between the historic records of nature and
what may be termed the formulated record
of events by man. To one who goes bagk to
the border of archaean time and carefully
scans the way through the paleozole, the
mesozoic and then enters the tertiary,

views the , tha miocens and the
pliocens  ages, then continues on
through the cenozoic wup and Iato

the sge of man—to such s one the peity
little record of human spites and hates, of
ignoble ambitions, of love and selfidhness,
dirt and distress, seem most amazing in
their contemptible and trivial nothingness
Itis interesting totrses the universal
history as written in that grand seript as
revealed by paleontology and srchsology;
the record isso brosd. so general sad so
devoid of bias, of egotism and
pleading. It is the ealm suthoritative
voice of the age that speaks, the tongus of
}hu illalunlenltiugl past, which, thonxh‘;ud,
8 still mutely eloquent. The extinet fo
the vuualmi r::}a the countless dﬂ
tombed in the ground, the births and deaths
of hemispheres, the submergencs and emer-
gence of continents—all these come back to
him who girds acd grips himself to the
work and in the proper spirit knocks at the
door for knowledge.
Investigntion Shuts Out Imagination.
One soon learns, as in mathematics, how
little, preconceived impressions are worth;
one soon seel that through it all prevails a
line of law and that all that is, or was, or
will be, is only the unfolding phenomena
along that line. There is neither need nor
room for the imagination; for the truth
itself, the mighty evolving facta are in
themselves stranger and more wonderful
than any mere imagination eould conceive
them. But there is no other way that man
may know and understand man. It is im-
perative ao know the ol::v of his history,
to comprebend his paleolithic pedigree.
In what wonderful reliet stands out the
at drama of ereation as we view it in the
light of the sciences! Yes, the great
drama and the great tragedy, for the one is
complementary to the other, the inverse
and the obverse and the myriads
of forms that are impressed on the
great slabs, sbundantly testify to trag-
edy on 8 most ecolossal secale
Through what slow mas bath
Journeyea Egl But what wiid, anconsh und
a!most wie ware those when life was
gross, erada; n uil the brain there wes
was lower brain: when eons of time passed
in censeless, sava .o strife, and all the prog-
ress there was could only come from the
slow operation of that barsh law, the sur-
vival of the fittest! But everythinz wos
orude, the conditions were coarse and the
forms that had developed in rgsponse to
them conld ¢o no more thun respond so
their environment.
When Continents Rose and Fell.

But what crles and shrieks, what voloes of
rage and despair there must have been on
land and water at the close of paleozolo and
in mesozolc time, and this continued prob-
ably thousands of centuries Into the age of
man! Then the terror of the catachysmioc
nights, when Inrze areas of the earth under-
went reorganization, when sea and dry land
changed snd exchanwed, when continents
were Inundated, whils others emerzed
eovered with ooze and slime, when life was

swaliowed up and new creation azain vir-
tually took from some chance sead
that escaped the general wreck!

In that earlier marshy time, life conld not
have been otherwiss than low. Even now,
the marsh fs not the home of the higher
forms. The hmre saurians and the families
of the Amphibin througbout were the gen-
eral representatives of animnal life, while
the eartlh wans novyet ridzed with mountain
wrinkles, while the agneous basins were
still lhllfo!r, the land lo~ and but listle thias
might be termed day. Wonderful commo-
tion waa that that came when the
orust was yet thin, when the pent
up forces broke forth in molten rivers
su ng & thousand Nisgarns! Gravel
end sand there were none, yook disintezra.
sion bad not yet pet in—years to the extent
of many tens of thousands had yet 1o pass
as witnesses of slow terrest develop-
ment, bringing with them the gradually un-
folding of the creation which should |ater
stand forth as the creative crowning aot,
creation's grandest masterpiece!

The Cycles of Evolution.

As we now understand the correlation of
solar enerpy into ita varrious forms, sun-
light into chemieal affinity, that into heat,
tho hent into motion, motion into electricity
and electricity bLack acsin into sunlight,
may we not postulate that in a similar anal-
agous way the varied life torms in the
separste principles embodied in  their
structure, are only corrvelations also, of
the sama initisl ener:y? It wmay be
early yet to grasp this, but [t seems
to be & necessary corralary to that line of
creative law that the d tning studens
sees extending through all the aons of the
Eluc uges and which must just as inevi-

bly extend into all the azes of the future,
What marvelouns development there las
been In the quarter censury just past! What
unfoldings tiere will e whun we date 1920!

The physical evolution of man is nbous
compiete and s beginning to be compre-
hended, his mental evolution and intseilec-
tual emancipation is only commencing.

Thou mystie, silent past!
Btronz are the bars that hold thy wide do-

And azes dark and vast,
Wounld hide trom us thy long unbroken
relgn.

Far beck in early dawn,
What empires sleep In solitude nnd gloom!
n those grand cycles gone,
What mighty secrets hide witlin thy womb!

Must this forever be,
That to our asking shall no answer come,
That all that we may see
And know is this, that thou remalneth
dnm!: T

Al, no! For on thy rocks

Is all thy hist'ry graven, clear and plain,
And sclence now unlocks

Thy tomnbs und calls thy dead to life apxln!

THE BABIES IN CHIFA

The Little Ones Are Put Through Many
Strange Ceremonies.
Washington Star.)

When s Chinese baby is a month old it is
given a name. Its head is also shaved for
the first time, a ceremeny which is called
“mumefut,” and js made the occasion of
great rejoicing in rieh jamilies. All mem-
bers of the family are present in their holi-
day attire, and the baby to be shaved is clad
in a lizht red garment.

The hair that is removed is wrapped in
E:per and carefully preserved. Afterthe

rber has periormed his task an aged man
—who is hired for this purpose and receives
a small compensation—lays his hands spon
the head of the little one, and exclaims:
“Long may you live!” Those present
thereupon sit down to a great feast, of
which even the little hero of the day re-
eeives his share in the shape of a tiny .sk«
of the riceflour cake whioh was donated by
his grandmother. All who have made pres-
ents (of clothing, bracelets, ete), to the
child since its birth are invited to this re-
past. On this day the inzant is also pre-
seuted with a bed, a low chair of the
same color, and & eap upon which either
golden, silver or eopper ornaments repre-
senting Boddha or eizht cherubs,or written
characters (thst signify old and riches)
are placed. Before the child is put into
the vew bed, however, the tather cousults a
calendar and seleets s lncky day.

The almanse also informs him which
things should be removed from the presence
of the child. In oneé instanee it must not
tonch or see made of bamboo daring

a certaln time; in another inmiance articles

of sud iron are Objects
are denoted as harmful by the calen-

dar are either concealed or awsy.

The First Contribation,

It was hospital Saturday, & cold, wet day
late in Msy. and the women of the Western
Ivania Ladies’ Hospital Saturday
msy Association were srranging
their tragile yellow tables at the street core
ners under vlda—cprud:uﬂl ;;oni::nb"“lt" withl
& view to escapl e raindropa

At the wri:m'la?r Fitth avenue and Wood
street agroup of ragged newsboys, with
bundles of damp “‘extras’ under their arme
and curiosity in their eves, had gathered
around to sniff longingly as the fowers
upon the table.

“T _say, Jack, it’"s for the hospital,” ane
nounced one newsy more erudite than hig
companions, who with great labor had
spelled out the sign attached to the conirie
bution box. .

“Jack, I'm goin" to give somethin’,
Onet I hed a broken leg an’ they sent me to
the hospital. They was mighty good to
menn’ let’s all give some money so when
:Dth-}: fellers git broken legs they kin go

1+

The suggestion was unanimously adopted
and a eollection taken up on the spot whieh
resulted in 15 well-polished pennies being
taurned over to the prime mover. As having
onge enjoyed the distinction of *Bein’ in
the hospital” the first speaker was delee
gated to drop the joint comtribution into
the tin box.

That was the first contribution to the
Saturdsy and Susdar FHosvital Association,
AM day long the newsboys’ interest in the
collection never flagged, They seemed 10
regard the big black boxes and the good
ladies who presided over them astheir mas-
eots, for with every thres or four sales
made each urchin would dropa peanv 1a
the box nesrest or tempt Provideoce by
saying: ]

“When I sell five papers I'll give
cent.™

In the evening when the booths we
closed the newsboys heiped eount the mone
and were given a generous share of tf
flowers they had all day belped guard iro
marauding urchins from abroad.

Every year the Newsboys' Home sends i
ita enn&rilntinn to the hospital fund and the
mite of the homeless waifs really laid the
foundation for the success of the venture

Ladies’ Hospital Saturday and Sanday
Associations bave long been in existence in
other eities. In New York sucl women as
Mrs. Eliott Shepard, Mra.C. B. Huntington
and Mra Corselins Vanderbilt are active

promoters of the benevolence. The
sssociation was organized in  Pitts-
burg two years ago. Mra Charles
F. Sheriff, one of its charter members,

was immediately elected tn the prasideney
and has ever sinee held that office. Mrs
8t. B Montreville is secretury. The
avowed object of the iation is the en.
mungibghnetolms gifts for hospital pur.
poses at an annual convention by bringing
the elaims of these orzanizations simultia-
neously bafore the public. It has two eole
lections during the year, a Sunday collec.
tion in the churches on a certain sppointed
date, this year on the last Sunday in De-
eember. and a street collection on the
third Sunday of May. Last vear tha
money & ted something like $15,000
for the joint associations

President of Another Assorlation,

Berides being Fresident of the Hospita
Association Mra, Sheriff is National Presi.
dent of the orderknown asthe Ladies of the
Grand Army of the Republic It iscom-
posed of the wives, sisters and danghters of
soldiers, sailors or marines who served
honorably during the war and also army
nurses of good standing.

The object of the association is fo assist
the G. A. R. in its mission of charity; to mud
needy members in times of distress or sick-
ness and to look after seldiers orphans’
homes. It has an advisory board of veterans
and is one of the most influential, if not the
‘most influential, associstion of women in
Ameries, its work being indorsed and as-
sisted by the G. A, B,

Mre Josis Slicker. of Pitisburg, has been
appointed by the President as National
Becretary, thus Pittsburg becomes the na-
tional headquarters of the woman's G. A. R
work.

Mrs. Sheriff Is one of the brightest and
most enercetic of Pittsburg’s many philan-
thropie women. Her husband served
throughout the war, and had o thrilling ex-
perience in one of the rebel prisons. He is
8 leading manufaeturer in the city, and

yrominent in G. A. R. circles Mrs, Sheridf
ives on Knoll sireet, Allegheny. She has
two chi]dren, & son, Charles, who is 8
stndent at Prineeton College, 2nd a littla
daughter of 12, as engaging a little maid as
wother’s heart conld wish,

Investigating a Seance.

There isa story told at the expense of
two members of the Women's Press Club,
which is causing considerable amusement
among the iriends of those interested.

Both had been detailed to writz upa
spiritualistic meetinz at which s woman
mediom and the spirit of Ichabod, s de-
parted redskin, did some tampering with
the past or juture of the devout that suvored
greatly of the marvelous. |

The two newspaper women’s curiosity
was wrought to the highest piteh:

“T'd hke to try it myself. but if I'd zo
up fo ask a question somebody would be
sure to recognize me," said the first news.
paper woman, who is of an inquiring wum
of mind.

“Tell me somethiug to ask and I'll 20,
said the second, a recent acquisition to
Jjournalism,

“Well, you go up and ask what I'll lead
my society column with to-morrow. My
leader is ‘op,” and if that question is an-
swered right '}l believe in spiritnaliam."

Up marched the investigator and took her
place at the end of the long row on the
mourner’s bench, waiting their turn with
the mediom. It was 5:30. Nine o'clock
came, and with it to both young women
visions of irste city editors clamorous for
“‘eopy.”” But both wers bound to have it
out with spirits and editor=.  Halt-past
nine came: both inquirers breathed freely,
as last it was the newspaper woman's turi.
The voung women leaned forward, their
ears straived to an inteatness that sheuld
have caught the very flapping of lehabod’s
wings. The medium srose, and, turning her
eye upon the eager face betors her, said:

It is now 9:30 and the meeting is closed
for the evening.”

he two newspaper women went back to
their offices and roasted the mecting to the
extent of half a column apieee, while the
citr editor raised his nightly growl about
late copy and the general uselessness of
women in & newspaper office. And thus
two eonverts were lost to spiritualism.

Age Has Its Compensations.

““The lile of & woman," says Jenny June,
“previous to the existence of woman’s
clubs closed generally at theage of 25 I
remember & remark which was once made
about a lady upon whom a geandeman was
calling and who invited him to cowe and
¢alebrate her 25th birthday. He replied:
‘I am gind to know you are 25, for I draw
the line there; [ ‘never call upon a lady
alter she s 2%’ The lady answered: I
quh.l: aulm age has its compensa-




