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our friendly feelings entertained to-
¥ards every section of this Union—to our
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tis confederacy. 1 wish that principle
ty and plaiuly declared in any sett of
us for which T vote. We are to bold
885 good and kindly feelings towards South
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Vhite zthat South Carolina has certain things
ot domain which we would not fellow-

oprod /P30 well as we would the institutions of
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when surrounded by those who wish to hear
him ; but not (uite S0 agrecable, however, |

ayseill : and I do it the more free- |
e time of the Senate in any of the |

and I think that thir- |
r all the time 1 shall now |

7 for her. 1 would have resolutions embodying

this principle, tbat to every State we gnuran-
tee the enjoyment of its constitutional rights.
We would wrong no one, nor rofile a siugle
hair upon the head of any State. What the
Couvstitution guarantees to each State, we
guarantee. 1 would have Penunsylvania affirm |
the right of any southern State to regulat
her own constitutioual institutions—bher right |
to act as a sovereign State. If the people of |
South Carclina, for instance, affirm that two |
hundred and seventy five thousand whites may
and shall hold as goods and chattels, three
bundred thousand human beings—buying, sell-
ing, mortgaging aud crushing them—and if |
this political right be guaranteed by the Con-
stitution—then they may hold them account-
able alone, as they must be to the cternal prin-
ciples of Truth, Justice and Equity and to the
Great God. If there is to be any shame, any
disgrace, any ignominy in connection with that
| institution, they must have it all on their own
shoulders—I share noue of it; and if there
comes down upon them an avalanche of ac-
| countability before Christendom, before the

|
|
|
|
|
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{ universe and before cternity, that avalanche |
must settle on their heads and not on mine. I
am understood, am I sir? If the Constitu-
tion gives them the right to hold humau be-
ings as chattels, 1 say, gentlemen, they have!
the disgrace of it, aud I would like them to |
have the expense of it, too, if that could be.
You nay have the shame of it—the profit of
it—all to yourselves. Then there is another
prizcipal germane in relation to this question.
While 1 concede that they shall have their
Constitutional rights, I wish the resclations |
for which I vote, to claim for me my Consti-
tutional rights.  Why, sir, it has come to pass
that white men are lost sicht of ia the con-
templation of the sable ccuntenance of Afri-
cans—and I think as much of them as of white
men—Dbut it has come to pass, that a aegro in
Virginia or in Dauphlin county, is coufessedly
re importance, than either you or I
would be in South Carolina. A great Lulla

baloo is raised if we do not taru out posse com-
ttatus to catch fugitive slaves from Sonth Car-
olina, but it is cousidered all the same if voo
or I are tarred and feathered in that State. Yet
I would stop here, by way of episode.

We would say to the South, gentleinen,
wher a few months azo there was a conterence
of clergymen in the State of Texas, yon went
and

in tue re-
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into that church, walked op to the pulpit,

to stop

commanded B
marks Leing made by that revercued gentle-
man, it was for no other reason under Heaven
Lut that they did not subscribe to the opiuion
of the Soauth. I would say to them in such
language us our coustitutional right would
warrant, you shall not kick me out of Char- |
I would say to them that if a cit

hop Aumes

leston.
of Pennsylvania wishes to travel in Virg
he shall be allowed to travel there.
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aker, or to this body, a Constita-
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iis government was formed, the people,

wiel
by their representative convention, ceded to |
the hands of Congress certain of their rights?
vou may call it a compact, or a coufederacy. |
I wonld rather call it a coalescence, a conglo-
meration, a ranning together, in certain re-
spects ; for the people conceded to Congress
certain of their rights. And what were those
richts 7 The right to issue letters of marque
to suppress iusurrection, etc. For how long al
time ? They were surrendered into the hands
of the Governmeut of this Confederacy for all
coming time. The Fathers who laid the cor-
ie there, contemplated that the great
ing of which that was the foundation,
would rise up from age to age. I would have !
no declaration go out from this Senate that it
is our belief that those principles are surren- |
dered only during the pleasure of any State.
We have fallen upon trounblous times. Seas
are stirred ; the storms and whirlwinds of po-
litical fury are roshing by us and dashing over
lus, and the great question is, how are we to
get out of them? I see but three wuys in
which we can. The first is not by taking the
| position that if all of the slaveholding States
| want to go out of the Union, to let them go,
in the langunage of a Senator on this floor, the
| amount of which was this : that he had such |
I a christian feeling for his Southern brethern '
that * if they wanted to go out of the Union |
they might g2 out, and go clear to h—1.” If |
we take that position, what is the resuit ? The I
moment we adopt it we ackvowledge that we }
never had any government, and that for |
seventy-five years the people have been follow- |
| ing an illusion ; snpposing they were governed
by a Constitution, whereas it was nothing but
a rope of sand. The sooner we have a com- |
| pany of traitors out of the Uuion the better, }
{ for themselves and us. You concede this
{ principle to day to the Slave-holding States, a |
proposition will soon come from the Pacific
States asserting their right to a seperate con- |
federacy. The north-eastern States will theo

swing off, and instead of having oue grand 'ing tukev, hic
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| wonld lead us to

l houies of

| may vot see the waters of that stream, but Le
{ may map down on his me :

| God who

| was beaten to the earth in the U

any other wa

colossal government that should be the way
mark ot the futare and the glory of the past,
we weuld bave a company of little petty
Kingdoms, continually warring upon each
other’s interests.  Fixed as are our fraternal
feelings to our Southern brothers, we must ac-
knowledge as dangerous that principle which
destraction ; and 1 do not
think we can get out of it by saying that the
great remedy is to compromise. The Senator
from Muntingdon proposes to compromise ;
the committee of thirty-three in Congress, the
United States Senate committce on Resolu-
tions, are all bending over the seething vat
endeavoring to cook up something in the way
of compromise which will be satisfactory to
all parties. I want to be upright always, and
I ask the Senate to whom do we propose to
compromise—to States 7—to rabbles 7—to

{ Governors ?—who have taken possesssion of

our forts and arsenals, who have defied the
authority of the government, pulled down our
flag and stand to-day outside of the pale of
government, planted npon the shores of rebel
lion. Aud we, the great North, with the ed
ucation and the wealth, the industry and the
free labor, the character, the bone, muscle and
sinew and throbbing beart of the country—

we are to come cringing like whipped spaniels
at the fect of a lion. We are to propose com-
promises ; is that the idea? Wkhen a robber

| comes tc rob your bou-e and proceeds to bat-

ter down your froat door, ere you going to cry

compromise 7 If any propositious of com-

! promise are to be entertained they must come

from the oiher quarter. It is the rebel who

is to be forgiven.

!
|

“May it please your Honor, if you weigh the
votes and not eonnt them, we carry the point.”
It 1s demanded that we shall conceds the right
of transit and sojourn of slaves with their
masters in Pennsylvania. DBut concede that
point on this floor, in this year of our Lord,
1861, and what a paralyzing quiver will go
through the body politic of this State, at least
through the better part of it 7 Only coacede
that poiut, and you will hear a cry of condem-
nation come up from the tens of thousands of
Pennsylvania’s intelligent sons,who inhabit the
valleys and hills of the State, as loud as
Heaven's thuunders. I know that petitions
have come from Philadelpnia. 1 could get pe-
titions signed by 10,000 persons, that the
honorable Senator from Huntingdon, whom I
appreciate higbly, should be hung. We know
well how to appreciate petitions presented from
certain sections. If Peunnsylvania was to take
the step,proposed by that Senator, there would
be a constant inflax of slaves here; men could |
theu buy and sell human beings, while on our
soil. We need not make any such proposition |
as that, for I tell yon that it can pever be car. [
ried ont. Should the Republican party endorse |
that, its epitaph is written, coffin made and ‘
burial service performed. It is demanded
further that the subject of slavery should be
taken from our legislative halls. DBut there is
a power behind the throve. The people can- |
not concede this point. It isclaimed that we
shall execute the fuzitive slave law. Have we

| not stood by and pressed down our uervoas

Another guestion is, what do yon propose |

to compromise ? I have claimed Lere the

right to free speech ; the South has filed a

demurrer, objected to that right, snd avowed

that I shall speak in measured terms from the
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gave me a throbbiog Leart and
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| pulsations of the one and the throbbing of the

other. - No compromise ! "
It ig said in the account of & murder which

I once read, that the blood stains were in the
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Speaker, the bicod stains: of that man who

ed Siates
Senate will vever be washied away. No com-
promiise here to please anybody ! We have
a certain way of interpreting scripture, of con-
struing the Consti that
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es of-
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ence to our X
that wc
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matters.
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aud I wiil tell you, further, the people
It is usked, further, that
our statute books. 1 lately
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And men here
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u«l to re-echo it in this chamber.
is this—while I am willing that
inpi and the Southern States should build
wish of the people

ar all the d on of it
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{law to be exccuted any more faithfully in the

Leteber, of |
curately. he |

Aiy po- "

have on our statutes nothing that is uncon- |

stitutional. We have sections there which

were all looked over and passed upou by this |
Certaln of |

body only a twelve-month ago.
those sections are against kidnapping and
riotons apprehensions of fugitive slaves. Let
them staud where they are.

It is proposed to yield up a portion of our
territory in order to quiet or mitigate the wrath
of our southern brethern. It has been elo-

quently said here that the normal condition of |

the land where the water flows untrammeled,

| the stars and stripes at lier mast-head, a glori- | that the institation can be made self sustaining |

system and upheaving syspathies? Have we |
not stood by and seen the United States
Marshal size his captive by the throat and |
take him away into bondage? IHave we not
seen it, and is that not enouzh? Reisstance
nay have been made to the execation of the
law in certain cases; but never so often as has

istance been made in the South to the exe. |
n of the United States Jaws. 1 think it
enough to be compelled to stand by aod see |
the deed done, without being myself made a
miseralle poltroon to execute it. I would say
to the South, do not expect the Fagitiveslave

ut

I'C

future. I believe this to be the voice of Penn-
sylvania, thrilling up from each valley, flong

down from each ght, our Country and
Liberty—God right. If we cannot
mecet t! S pt by
Conee ¢ these fundamer es of our

organic natare, what are we to do? There is |
the Constitution, which reads; “It shall be the
daty of Congress to suppress iusurrection, to
repel invasion England had |
made war upon us, w would then be done?
It is vot England but part of ourselves—the
Southern States, What is to be done? Let
your Constitution defend the law of the realm
protect the right and crush out rebellion. I
know that the picture is a dartk one, but the |
path of duty is always the same. Iremarked |
that I could niot see out of ouar difficulties but
\ We must eouncede ight
ind allow the South to go when
aud where they please; or, in the second place |
we must conciliate their wrath by surrendering
every principle of diginity aud truth; or,in the
third place--and this is the manly and pa

Suppose that

e

the

y
urse —we must maintain the Government by

all the resources that Providence aud Natuare
have put within our reach—trusting to the
(tod of empires—clinging to the Coustitution
} urselves to that sacr instr

wast of Lis
with this, the ark of

nent
vessel, re-

S¢S gid to the

wim

nal hopes

Oue other privciple I would direet attention
to: the duty of sur State governmeut to as
in maintainiog this Union; that Penasylvani
with her three millions of people, her vast re-
sonrces of wealth und her profound patriotism
pledges to Cong: the resources and
power of this great State {or the maintenance

our Nation

st
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€S aul

of the goveruent ua L_ ar

f and I
y one of th

princiy ated by myself

coutained in the resolutions of the Se
from Philadelphia. They are contained
or in a germ : , and 1 sbalil therefore
for them. We have fallen sir upon troublous
times. Storms and tempests are about us.—
The pillars of our country seem collapsing.—
But let there be no fear, let no maun’s heart |
fail him. Stand for the truth, for the gov- |

vole

| erumental prioeiples of our fathers. The clouds !

shall yet clear away, and the good old ship
Constitution, bound for the port of universal |
freedom, shail emerge from the misty tempest, |

{ ous history behind and an undimmed fature

where the dews are inbaled without restraiot, |

where Heaven's skies are free and the sun-
shine free—it has been eloquently said that
the normal state of God’s earth is free and in
favor of freedom. When the proposition is
made to extend the dark line clear tnrough to
the Pacific, and with a grodging look at the
North giving a small part of the territory to
the cause of freedom, and with a feeling of
demounical satisfaction, all south of that line
to the unmitigated woes and terrors of slavery,
I hope, under Heaven, that we shall not have
many men in the North to approve of such a
[nl‘u;mnlL

It is proposed by the resolutions of the Sena-
tor from Huntingdon, to open the territories
to the introduction of slavery. In my simpli-
city, T thought that the American people had
decided that point. T thonght that we went
to the American people with that proposition
—*“more slavery or not”—"extension or nen-
extension of slavery”—that, sir, was my text
and I supposed it was yoars ; and I now think
that the man who will be inaugurated Presi-
dent of these thirty-three States, on the Fourth
day of March next, is the embodied verdict of
the Awerican people on this point. If he is
put by there a minority vote; thank God,it isa
constitutional minority. And I will say as a
certain gentleman said, on the floor of the
House of Parliameut, when, on the vote be-
found biwsell in the wminority

before her.
— P —

TrE SCHOOLMASTER ABOUT NEW YORK.—J. |
W. Gerard known as the Adouis of the New |
York bar, talked to some schocl children thn!
other day. Speaking of the ease with which |
crowds were collected in this conntry, he said l
he doubted whether the Prince had ever
seen such a crowd before as the oue which wel- ;
comed hiw in New York, even upon the occasion |
of the coronation of his mother. (This event
took place a year or two before the Prince
was born.) '

e e i s

Ix the early parts of the American war,
Franklin went to Paris, in hopes of obtai ning
pecuniary resources of France. For some time
he was unsuccessful; and being present at a
large party, a gentleman observed: ‘It mast be
owned, sir, that America now exhibits tous a
very grand and magnificent spectacle!”

“True,” replied the doctor, drily, * but the
spectators don’t pay!”
b ekl o]

Lrrrie Svsie D., poring over a book in
which angels wererepresented as winged beings
suddenly remarked with much vehemence—
“Mamma, I don’t want to be an angel—and I
needn’t need I 27 *Why, Sasan?” questioned
her motker. “Hamp! leave off all my pretty
clothes, and wear fedders like a hen!”

Ax Eprror in Maine has never been known
to drink any water. e says he pever herd
water was used as a general remedy but once—
at the time of Noab,-when it killed more than it

| whether i

ali

| Tuvited to the ricl

cured

iNAﬁGURAL AD ADR;ESAS : vitﬂshoulwd always be exercised with great cau-

or

COV. ANDREW C. CURTIN,

DELIVERED AT HARRISBURG JaN. 15, 1861,
Ferrow CiTizess :

Having been entrusted by the people of
Pennsylvania, with the administration of the
Executive department of the goverument for
the next three years, aund having taken a
solemn oath of fidelity to the Constitution of
the United States, and to the Constitution of
Pennsylvania, I avail myself of your presence
to express to you, and through you to the peo-
ple of the State, wmy gratitude for the distin-
guished honor they have, in their partiality,

| conferred upon me.

Deeply impressed with its responsibilities
and daties, I enter upon the office of Governor

of Peunsylvania, with a determination to ful- |
'fil them all faithfully to the utmost of my

ability. Questions of great moment intimate-
ly conuected with the feelings and iuterests of
the people of all parts of the Nation, now agi-
tate the public mind; and some of them, trom
their novelty and importance, are left for set-
tlement in the upcertainty of the future. A

| selfih caution might indicate silence as the

safest course to be pursued as to these ques-
tions, by oue just entering upon the respousi-

bilities of high offlcial position; but fidelity to |

the bigh trust reposed in me demand,especially

! at this junctare, that I yield to an hovored

custom which requires a frauk declaration of
the principles to be adopted, and the policy to

| be pursued daring my official term.

We have assumed, as the great fundamental

! truth of our political theory, that mzn is cap-
I)O'\\'(,‘l‘ |

able of self-government, and that all

emnanates from the people. An experience of |

seventy-one years, under the Constitution of
the Umted States, has demonstrated to all

mankind tnat the people can be entrusted |

with their own political destinies; and the de-
liberate expression of their will should furpish

| the rule of conduet to their representatives in

official station. Thus appreciating their
liberal capacity for self-government, and alive
to the importance of preserving pure and uo-
sullied as it came from the haunds of the Apostles
of Liberty, this vital principle, I pledge my-

I self to stand between it and encroachments,

d by hatred or ambition, by
fana
The policy that shoald regulate the admin-
istration of the government of our State, was
declared by its founders, and is fally establish-
ed by exp is just and fraternal in
its aims, liberal in its spirit, and patriotic in
its progress.
the press, the right of conscience and private
judgment in civil and religious faith, are the
high prerogatives to which the American citi-
zeu is born. In our social organization the
rich and the poor, the hizh and the low, enjoy
these equaily, and the Constitation and the
laws in harmony therewith, protect the rights
of all. The intelligence of the people is one
of the main pillars of the fabric of our gevern-
ment, and the highest hopes of the patriot for
its safety rest on enlichtened public morality
and virtue. Our system of Common Schools
will ever enlist wy earnest solicituade. For
its growing wants the most ample provision
should te made by Legislatore. I feel
that I need not urge The system
has been gaini i 1 usefuloess for
silenced op-

i It has ¢
of just appropria-
amendments of the

1
t

times
tions.

irom chapges a

istration; butit has surmounted every difiicul-
ty and i. now regarded by theenlightened and
patriotic of every political faith as the great
bulwark of safety for our free institutions.—
The manner in which this subject is presented
to the Legislature, by my immediute pre
i message, | harmor
1 his recomm
! High School

| approbaticn.—

decessor
s with
lation for

Pennsyl-

13
uny

to the Farmer

a meets my most

cordial
prairie lands of the West
where the labor of the husbandman is simple
uniform, when population has filled our valleys
it passes away from our highland soils where
scientific culture is required to reward labor
by bringing froitfuluess and plenty ount of com-
parative sterility. While individual Lberality
has done much for an institution that is de-
signed to educate the farmer of the State, the
School languishes for want of publie aid.
experience of ten years has fully demonstrated

S

and it requires no aid from the Stateexcept
for the completion of the buildings in accord-
ance with the original design. A liberal ap-
propriation for that purpose would be honor-
able to the Legislature and a just recognition
of a system of public instruction that is of the

highest importance to the State In the devolp- |

ment of our wealth, the growth of our popula-
tion and the prosperity of onr great agriculta-
ral interests.

{ constant pre

The freedom of speech and of |

law, and perhaps from inefliciency in its admin- |

An |

tion, and never except on the most conclusive
cevidence that it is due to the condemend, snd
that the public security will not be prejudiced
by the act. When such applications are pre-
sented to the Kxeeutive it is due to society, to
the administration of justice, and to all interest-
ed, that public notice should be given. By the
adoption of such a regulation imposition will
be prevented and just efforts will be strength-
ened.

The association of capital and labor, under
acts of incorporation, where the purposes to
be accomplished are beyond the reach of irdivi-
dual enterprise, has long been the policy of
the State, and has done much to advance the
prosperity of the people.  Where the means
of the citizens are moderate, as they generally
are in a new and growing country, and where
the concentration of the capital of many is
zecessary to development and progress, such
associations, when judiciously restricted, con-
fer large benefits on the State. The vast re-

| sources of Pennsylvania, and the variety of

Ler mechanical and other industrial pursuits,
invite capital and enterprise from abroad,
which, ou every soand principle of political
economy, should be encouraged. Much of the
time of the Legislatore is consumed by ap-
plications for special chartered privileges which
might be saved by the enactment of general
laws and by such amendment to our general
mining and manafacturing law as will remove
needless time afford ample protection to capi-
tal and labor, and to the community at large.
Our statute books are full of acts of incorpor-
ations conferring special privileges, various as
they are numerous, dissimilar in their grants
of power, and unequal in their liabilities and
restrictions.  Well considered and judicious
general laws to meet gll classes of corpora-
tions would remedy the evil, economise time
and money, relieve the Legislature from the
are for undue privileges, and be
just aud cqual to all in their admicistration.
The veto power conferred upon the Execu-
tive was given with much hesitation, and not
without serious apprehensions as to its abuse,
by the framers of our organic law. It is, in
my judgwent, to be used with the greatest cau-
tion, and only when legislation is manifestly in-
‘onsiderate, or of more than doubtful constitu-
The legislators, chosen as they are
by the pe in such a manner that
cpression of their views of the troe
. government can always be had,
well considered measures of legisla-
mn sanction of the highest power
should not he arbitrarily
interfered with.  While I shall shriok from no
duty iuvolved by the sacred trust reposed in
me by the people of the Commonwea'th, I
would have all other departments of the gov-
ernment appreciate the full measure of respon-
sibility that devolves upon them.
The position of mutoal estrangement in
which the differeut sections of our country
lave been placed by the precipitate action
and violest denunciation of heated patizawns,
the apprehension of still more serious compli-
catious of our political affairs, and the fearful
aucert y of the tutnre, have had the effect
of weakening commercial credit and partially
interrupting trade; and, as a natural consequ-
ence, deranging our exchanges and the car-
7. Yet the clements of general prosperity
diffesed amongst us, and noth-
r but a return of confideace to
to reap the rich rewards of our div-
ustry and enterprize. Should the
ion of confidence in business and com-
cireles be long delayed, the Legisla-
tare, in its wisdom, will, I doubt not, meet
sof the erisis in a generous and

rep

are everywl

is want

usiry

the neces
11:;!1{ tie spiri

Thus far oar system of Government has ful-
v answered the expectations of its founders,
ed the capacity of the peo-
ent. The country has ad-
ith, knowledge and power, and
¢ asses of itscitizens the blessings
eace, prosperity and happiness. The work-
and patural political organ-
ven direction and energy to

% ‘jated enterprise, maintain-
ed public 1d promoted the welfare of
all parts of our vast expanding country. No
one who knows the history of Pennsylvania
and understands the opinions and feelings of
Ler people can justly charge us with hostility
to our brethren of other States. We regard
them as friends and fellow countrymen, in

+

order,

| whose wellare we feel a kindred interest, and

we recoznize, in their broadest extent, all our
coustitutional obligations to them. These we

{ are ready aud willing to observe generously

land fraternal

The State having been wisely relieved of |

the management of the public improvements
by their sale, the administration of the govern-

ment is greatly simplified, its resources are |

certain and well understood, and the amouat
of the public debt is definitely ascertaived. A
rigid economy in ali its various departwents
and a strict accountability from all public offi-

¥

in their letter and spirit, with
unswerving fidelity.

The election of a President of the United
States, according to the forms of the Consti-
tution, has recently been made a pretext for
disturbing the peace of the country by a deliber-

| ate attempt 1o wrest from the Federal Govera-

ment the powers which the people conferred
on it when they adopted the Constitution.—
By this movement the question whether the
government of the United States embodies the
prerogatives, rights and powers and sovereig-
uty, or merely represents, for specific purposes

' a multitade of independent communities, con-

cers, are expected by our people,and they shall |

not be disappointed.
the State is in the course of steady lignidation
by the ordinary means of the treasury, all an-
pecessary expenditures of the public money

Now that the debt of |

i

federated in a league which any one of them
may dissolve at will, is now placed directly be-
fore the people. Uunhappily this question
i3 not presented in the simple formof political
discussion, but complicated with the passions
and jealousies of impending or actual conflict.

There is nothing in the life of Mr. Liocola,

must be firmly resisted, so that the gradual | nor in any of his acts or declarations before

=

diminution of the indebtedness shall not be in- | or since his election, to justify the apprehen-

terrupted.

To promote the prosperity of the people and
the power of the Commonwealth, by increas-
ing her financial resources,by a liberal recogni-
tion of the vast interests of onur commerce, by
husbanding our means and dimivishing the
burdens of taxation and of debt, will be the
highest objects of my ambition, and all the en-
ergy of ny administration will be directed to
the accomplishment of these results.

The pardoning power is one of the most im-
portant and delicate powers conferred upom
the Chicf Magistrate by the Constitution and

|

sion that his Administration will be unfriend-
ly to the local institutions of any of the States
No sentiments but those of kinduess and con-
ciliation have been expressed or entertained
by the constitutional majority which elected
him; and nothing has occurred to justify the
excitement which seems to have blinded the
judgment of a part of the people, and is pre-
cipitating them into revolution.

The supremacy of the National Government
bas been so fully admitted and solong eherish-
ed by the people of Pennsylvania, and so com-
pletely has the conviction of its pationality
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