
of a crisis like the present, and shrunk from the
possible issue of it; and 1 could never contem-
plate tbe destruction of the Union without sen-
sations not unlike those which I imagine wouldoverwhelm me on beholding the last going down
ot the sun?never to rise again forever.

With the highest consideration and esteem,
I am your fellow-citizen, -*-??

?

JOHN BELL.
To A. Bcjbwell, Esq., Vicksburg, Miss.

Thirty-Sixth Congress?Second Session.
Monday, Dec. 17th.?The proceedingsofboth

Houses of Congress to-day will be found ofmost
exciting interest. In the Senate Mr. Wade, of
Ohio, made the first speech of the session from
ithe extreme Republican side. He denied the
right of secession, and declared it to be the im-
perative duty of the President to enforce the
laws, protect the public property and collect the
revenue. There was no evading this duty, and,
if necessary, all the power of the Government
must be used for its accomplishment. Hedenied
that the Southern Senators bad presented any
schedule ot grievances, and proclaimed that tbe
Republicans would hold the city of Washington
as the capitol of the United States against all
opposition. His speech was very irritating, but
was not of that violent character which distin-
guished his speechesof the last session. A reso-
lution of inquiry was also introduced, but not
acted upon, by Mr. Clark, calling on the Presi-
dent to inform the Senate whatarrangements he
has made for protecting the forts and public
property at Charleston, and also for any corre-
spondence tbat may have taken place between
General Scott and the commanderof said forts
with reference to supplying them with the means
of protection.

In tbe House ofRepresentativesthe whole day
was consumed in the presentation and consider-
ation of plans for the preservation of the Union.
A resolution was offered by Mr. Adrian, of New
Jersey, declaring the Constitution the supreme
law of the land, and its ready and faithful obe-
dience the duty of all good citizens?depre-
cating the spirit of disobedienceto the Constitu-
tion wherever manifested, and recommending
therepeal of all statutes in conflict or in viola
tion of that sacred instrument, and the laws of

I Congress pas£?d in pursuance thereof, including
Personal Liberty bills. This resolution wa9

passed by a vote of &y<z !SJ, nays 14, the Se-.
cessionistsrefusing to vote. Tlie Union resolu-
tions of Mr. Morris, of Illinois., embracing the
words of General Washington's Farewell Ad
dress, declaring immovable attachment to the
Constitution and the Union, and a determina
tion to "frown down any attempt to alienate
one part of the country from the other," were
also passed by a vote of ayes U5, nays 44. The
proceedings throughout the day exhibited little
or no sectional rancor, and on the whole may,
perhaps, be regarded as exhibiting a spirit of
compromise and concession on the part of a
large majority of the members of the House.

Tuesday, Dec. 18th.?In the United States
Senate to-day, Mr. Crittenden submitted his
plan of compromise and enforced the necessity
of conciliation with an impressive speech, the
effect of which was seen in drawing even from
Senator Hale some remarks in better spirit and
of a more temperate tone than he indulged in
at the opening of the Senate debate. Mr. Crit-
tenden proposes the restoration of the Missouri
Compromise by an amendment ofthe Constitu-
tion, with the enactment of other measures de-
signed to protect the rights of the South and re-
move the slavery question from the field of po-
litical controversy. The debate was then closed
and the resolution of Senator Powell, providing
for a Committeeof Thirteen on Federal Affairs
was passed. To this Committee, carefully con-
stituted as it will no doubt be by Mr. Breckin-
ridge, the country will look with more of confi-
dence and hope than has been given to the
House 'Committee. Senator Johnson, of Ten-
nessee,commenced a speech against secession,
and retains the floor for its conclusion to-day.

The House, after some f}ebste, laid Mr. Craw
ford's declaratory resolution upon the table and
took up the ordinary routine of business.

1 The House Committee of Thirty three yeater«
day referred to a sub-committee, consisting of

! the members from the Border Slave States, the
; amendmentsto the Fugitive SlaveLaw proposed

by the Southern side.
Wednesday, Dec. 19th.?The United States

' Senate was to-jlay principally occupied by Mr.
? Johnson, of Tennessee, wbqeonpluded theepeech

he commenced on the previous day. Mr. John
> son took the strongest ground against secession.

asserting it to be treason which must be resisted
by the Government. Soutti Carolina, if she set

i up a government of her own, he declared would
i have to be conqnered by the Government and

. held as a province. Senator Lane responded to
Mr. Johnson. Mr. Pugh, of Ohio, obtained the

? floor, and the Senate then adjourned,
f The House was engaged yesterday with the

? Deficiency bill, during whioh a prolonged de-
-1 bate arose on an appropriation of $900,000 to

supply deficiencies in the appropriation for the
" suppression ofthe slave trade. The appropria-

-1 tion was finally agreed to and the bill passed.?
\u25a0 The House twice voted down resolutions to ad-

journover during the holidays.
Thursday, Dec. 20th.?In the United States

' Senate to-day, Vice President Breckinridge an-
? pounced the Special Committee of Thirteen on
« the State of the Union. Mr. Powell, of Ken-

. lucky, as the mover of the resolution, is Chair-
. man, with Mr. Crittenden, ot the same State, as

second on the Committee. Senators Hunter,
Douglas, Seward, Bigler, Toombs and Wade are
also on the Committee. Senator Davis, of Mis-
sissippi, was also appointed but excused-by the

' St-nace at his own request. Senator Pugh, of
? Oi-io, spoke in behalf of compromise and in
! support of Senator Crittenden's plan. In the
I course of an incidental debate on an adjourn-

ment for the holidays, Mr. Douglas opposed the
: adjournment and remarked that "he saw hope

1 for the Union." The motion for a recess was
i not pressed.

The House to-day was engaged with the
Pacific Railroad bill which was pushed through
under the operation of the previous question,
and amidst the protests of several Southern
members.

Fbiday, Dec. 21st.?In the United States Sen-
ate to-day, the bill authorizing the Baltimore
and Ohio Railroad Company to extend the
Washington branch road through Washington
and across the Long Bridge, so as to connect
with the Virginia Railroads, was passed with
eeveral amendments, the most important requir-
ing the Company to check baggage and afford
equal facilities to all railroad lines at either of
its termini. Senator Davis, of Mississippi, re-
considered his intention not to serve on the
Committee of Thirteen, and in a few remarks
accepted the position. The House was not in
session to-day.

South Carolina Convention.
The proceedings of the South Carolina State

Convention at the session of Monday evening, 1
indicate that, whilst there is uo diiference of o- *
pinion as to the act of secession, there is a dis- (
position to bring before the Convention for its ,
actionall the issues connected with that act. It j
this policy should succeed the Convention will |
probably remain in session for some time. A .
Committee ofTweHty-one was ordered, to whom .
all propositions are to be submitted. The Con-
vention arrived at Charleston on Tuesday the |
18th., were received with military honors, and
re-assembled in Institute Hall at four o'clock.? ,
Motions for the appointment of various Com-
mittees, including one on "Foreign Relations,
and another in relation to United States prop
erty in South Carolina, were submitted and
made the special order for Wednesday the 19th.
Several Committees were announced, and other
preliminary business disposed of, and the "Sov-
ereign Convention" adjourned for the day.

In the Convention on Thursday, the 20th.,
after prayer, calling of the roll and reading ot
the journal,a resolution was offered to invite the
Mayor of Charleston to a seat on the floor of the
Convention. It was amended by inserting the
Governor ofthe State, the President of the Sen-
ate and the Speaker of the House, and passed.
The Chair announced the appointment of a com-
mittee to draft a summary of the cause of the
secession of South Carolina, and also of four
standing committees. Mr. Rhett offered a t_9 J
lotion to appoint a commit* m of thirteen, for
the purpose of providing for the assemblage of a

"convention of trbe seceding States, and to form a
Constitution. It was adopted. Mr. Inglis made
a report from thecommittee to prepare and draft
an ordinance proper to be adopted by the Con-
vention, as follows:
"An Oedinanob to dissolve the Union between

the State of South Carolina and other States
of the States united with her under the com-
pact entitled the Constitution of the United
States of America.1 "We, the people of the State of Sooth Caro-

-1 Una, in Convention assembled, do declare and
ordain, and it is hereby declared and ordered,

I that the ordiuance adopted by us in Convention
on the twenty-third day of May, in the year of

', our Lord one thousand seven hundred and
eighty-eight, whereby the Constitution of the

? United States of America was ratified, and also
all acts and parts of acts ot the General Assem-

; bly of this State, ratifying amendments of the
' said Constitution, are hereby repealed; and that

the Union now subsisting between South Caro-
linaand other States uuder the name of tbe

, United States of America, is hereby dissolved."
The ordinance was taken np and passed by a

unanimous vote of 169 members, at a quarter
past onp o'clock. As soon as its passage was
known without the dpors of the Convention, it

I spread rapidly on the streets. A crowd col-
lected, and immense cheering ensued. Mr. Miles
moved that the clerk telegraph the-South Caro-

- hna members of Congress now |o \f ashington.
. The motion was adopted unanimously,
, Mr. Desaussure offered a resolution,that the or-
. dinance be engrossed on parchment, under the

direction of the Attorney General, and signed by
» thePresident and the members this evening, at

1 the Institute Hall, and tb§t it be placed among
. the archives of tbe Stats.

Half-past six o'clock was agreed upon as the
, hour to proceed to the Institute Hall for the pur-
-3 pose of signing the ordinance.

The South Carolina "Sovereign Convention"
\u25a0 was during the most of Friday, the 21st, in se-

-1 cret session, consulting with the Governor of the
t State and discussing the position to be taken in
» relation to the postal and revenue laws. The

I telegraph reports the substance of several ordi-
l nances submitted to the Convention, some of
t which propose to continue the U. S. officers un-

der a sort of dual responsibility to the Federal
r Government and to the State, whilst others as-
i sert immediately the supreme authority of South

Carolina over the the post offices and custom-
s' houses. The Convention has resolved to send

three Commissioners to Washington to treat with
- the General Government, one of whom, Hon.
I R. W. Barnwell, was already elected at the date
- of latest despatch. Hon. J. L. Orr and Judge

> Magrath were probably selected as the other
I two.

STAUNTON, VA.
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 25, 1860.

|3_F* The Staunton Spectator hav-
ing as large a circulation as any paper
published in Western Virginia, has no
superior in this section of country as an
advertising medium.

Christmas Salutation.
Though in the winter of our national discon-

tent, and with but little prospect that it will be
followed by a "glorious summer"?though por-
tentous clouds obscure our political sky, with
not sufficient light to give them a silver lining?
though tbe Ship ot State seems about to be driv
en from her safe and peaceful moorings to be
cast upon the stormy sea of revolution ?though
every speech in the halls of Congress seems as
thereport of a minute gun signaling her v <*w
?though if ~of < v" gi-ea: itmpk ->t Lie-
eriy seem abo_ one of the _t&?§

in our glorious galaxy of States, lost
pieiad, has shot madly from its sphere to "darkle
in the trackless void"?though one of the sisters
has "absconded" in disgrace and draped the
wholefamily of States in tbe "sable habiliments
of woe"?though the din of military preparation
admonishesus that many, with keen appetites for
blood, are ready to "cry havoc, and let slip the
dogs of war"?though the vista of the future
portends dangers, strife and death?though tbe
"pitiless storm" beats furiously upon the sacred
ark of our liberties?though allbe darkness and
gloom, storm and tempest without,we hope that
the yule log will burn brightly upon the fires of
all onr patrons, and that they will enjoy a peace-
ful, happy and merry Christmas.

We hope that the old, with slippers on feet
and spectacles on nose, upon whose head the
snows of many winters have accumulated may
gently and safely detaend the declivity of life,
and may
"So live, that, when his summons comes to join
The innumerable caravan, that moves
To that mysterious real :n where each shall take
His chamber in the silent halls of death,
He may go not, like the quarry slave, at night,
Scourged to his dungeon, but, sustained and soothed
By an unfaltering trust, approach his grave,
Like one that draws the drapery ofhis couch
Aboutbim, and lies down to pleasant dreams."

We hope that the young men of martial dispo-
sitions who feel inclined to seek the "bubble
reputation at the cannon's mouth" n_uy have the
good fortune to secure the "bubble"without get-
ting shot.

We hope the "lovers sighing like furnace"
may have their affections duly reciprocated, and
that they and their lovely Dulcineas, with clasp-
ed hands and united hearts, may bask in the ge
nial beams shed by the brilliant torch of Hymen,
and may never be inclined to secede from the
Union.

We hope the young ladies may never suffer
themselves to be imposed upon by perfumed and
moustached exquisites, and that they willbestow
their vestal affections upon those only who are
worthy of such a blest.ing. We hope that all
may have neio bonnets of the latest style, and
that they may never be caught in the rain whilst
wearing them.

We hope the truant boy "trudging unwillingly
to school" may be privileged to lay aside his
"sachel" and enjoy a long holiday.

Last and least?the little children?we hope
that they wiil be visited by their good old friend
Santa Clans, and that they may find their "stock-
ings" filled with candy and all sorts of beautiful
toys. To ensure his visit and the gifts he be-
stows they should remember that they must be
good children, obedient to their parents and kind
and loving to each other.

We salute all with the compliments aDd con
gratulationsof the season?hope all will have a
happy and merry Chri.tmas.

"Good morning? CHRISTMAS GIFT!"?
There, we caught yon fairly?it is useless to de
ny it,?own up and pay the penalty.

Printer's Holiday.
As all tbe hands attached to this Office will be

absent during holiday, we will issue only a half
sheet next week. There is no class of persons
more closely confined by their occupation than
Printers, and there is none which enjoy a little
recreation and holiday with more zest. The
Printer's is rather a hard case, as he bas to
"stand" to his "case" of type, and it matters not

however wearied, he is compelled to stick to it,
for his "stick" of type mast be filled time and
again.

Though he "locks" his "form" regularly, he is
seldom found locked in the embrace he would
most desire! Though continually "oomposing,"
he seldom feels composed. He "distributes" his
type witb skill, and with a "palm open as day
to deeds of melting charity," distributes his wa-
ges with lavish liberality. He isso generous that
his money is hardly earned before he finds him-
self hard up, and though never bastinadoed, is
generallyvery effectually strapped. Though not
afflicted with cupidity he is not "proof" against
the inflictions of Cupid !

Though dexterous with the "hand-press," he
seldom enjoys the hand press which his palm
most itches to receive !

TLough he manipulates the "shooting-stick"
with great ease and skill, he has no disposition
to call for "coffee and pistols for two."

In short, he is pretty much as all otber indus-
trious, honest and "good young men are, who
have many of the virtues and not a few of the
frailtiesof our nature. He performs his work
faithfully, and enjoys his holiday with great
zest. Printers are a good and useful class, cot-
withstanding they always have the "devil" a-
mong them!

Town Hall.
The great desideratumof this place at this time

is a capacious Town Hall. We hope our citizens
will soon take tbe proper steps to have a Town
Hall built as soon as possible. As Staunton is
at the geographicalcentre of the State, and as
the facilities to travel to it now from all direc-
tions are so good, all the State Conventions
would probably be held here if we had a Hall
snitable for such large numbers. These bodies
would be a source of great profit to the town, as
they wonld necessarily leave a good deal of
money in it. We heard one gentleman propose
to give the ground upon which to build it and
five hundred dollars, if he wonld be allowed the
use of the basement story. Six thousand dollars
would be sufficient to build such a Hall as is
needed. We suppose the town would pay half
that sum, and individuals would readily sub
scribe the other half. Who will move in this
matter ? Let the Hall be built as soon as prac-
ticable.

gP" Mr. Thos. Wood was elected, in Albe-
marle county, on Thursday last, without opposi-
tion, to fill the vacancy in theLegislature caused
by tbe deathof Wm. Gratb, Esq.

Concert on Thursday Night Last.
We had the pleasure of attending, on Thursday

night last, the seventh concert given by the
Association" of this place, and can say

that we were more than pleased andjentertained
?we were delighted. We were pleased to see that
the ladies and gentlemen of this place appreciate
the entertainment given by the Association, as
was shown by the fact that a good audience was
in attendance notwithstanding the streets were
in such an unfavorablecondition in consequence
of snow and mud. We would be pleased if the
"Association" would favor us more frequently
with concerts, as a more innocent and agreeable
entertainment could not be afforded. We feel
proud that Staunton has such a creditablecorps

of Musicians, and think all our citizens coneur
in this feeling. All the different parts did so
well that it would be invidious and unjust to
discriminate.The Band, Orchestra and Glee Club
each performed its pieces in excellent style, and
the duettes and solos gave such a "concord of
sweet sounds" that

"They came o'er the ear like the sweet South,That breathes upon a bank of violetsv Stealing and giving odor."
"The Minute Gun at sea" was rapturously en-

cored. Each of the performances was applauded
very deservedly, which showed the just appre*
ciatlon of the audience. We hope the "Associa-
tion" will favor the public more frequently, and
tbat the public will continue to cherish and pat-
ronize it.

Inaugural of Gov. Pickens.
In his inaugural address this Governor asserts

the right and determination of South Carolina to
secede separately, tells the other Southern
State courteously but very decisively that his
State desires no consultation with them until
after they have asserted their "inalienable pow-
ders of sovereignty and independence," says that
tbe interests of South Carolina will lead her to
"open her ports free to the tonnage and trade
"of all nations," and indicates that the govern-
ment formed for the new Confederacy, "may,
"from necessity, become strongly military in its
"organization."

j-_T" It will be seen by reference to the Pros
pectus of "The New-YorkLedger," which will
be found in another column, that the proprietor
ofthat popular weekly has secured an array of
distinguished contributors for his paper for the
New Year suchi as has never been equaled
by any publication in the world. "The Ledger"
is always characterized by a high moral tone,
and has a circulation larger than** that of any
other ten literary journals in the country.

The Carrier.
The "Carrier"for the "Spectator" will be a-

round on New Year's day, when we hope he
will be liberally rewarded for the faithfnl man-
ner in which he has delivered the papers during
tbe past year.

%_f~ The Legislature ot Georgia, by a vote of
56 to 54, adopted a resolution declaring "tbat
as there is common interest, there should be co-
operation of all the Southern States."

£gP* The Senate of the North Carolina Leg-
islature has passed the bill for arming the State
by nearly a unanimous vote.

Attention Volunteers !

We have received from Messrs. West & John-
ston, ofRichmond, a copy of the "Volunteer
Hand-book"just published by them. It is a
neat little volume, containing an abridgement of
Hardee's tactics for the squad and the com-
pany ; and tbe Army regulations for parades,
reviews, &c.

It is designed, and, so far as we can judge, is
well adapted for the use of Volunteers who
wish to prepare themselves for the intelligent
discharge ot their duties. Prepared by a volun-
teer of Richmond, Va., published by a Virginia
House, it will, we doubt not, find favor with
our citizen soldiery.

We have reoeived from the same publishers a
neat pamphlet containing the speeches of Hon.
D. W. Voorhees, delivered at Charlestown and
at the University, and which have gained for
that gentleman so high a reputation as an ora-
tor.

Dbowned.?A valuable negro woman, about
19 years old, belonging to Dr. B. F. Walker,
was accidentally drowned in the Dr.'s Mill Race,
near Mt. Meridian, Augusta co., on Tuesday
last. She was attempting to cross the race
which was covered wi»h ice, when she broke
through, and getting under the ice, was drown-
ed before she could be extricated.? Rock. Beg.

Sunday School Celebration.
The Methodist E. Sunday School of this place

will hold their Annual Celebration on to night,
(Tuesday) 25th, in the basement of the new
Church. It will no doubt be very interesting,
and we hope it will be largely attended.

Mr. Cass, in his letter to the President
resigning the position of Secretaryof State, states
his dissent from two points in the President's
Message, and bases hi_ withdrawalon the ground
that there should be a uui'y of sentiment in the
Cabinet.

KIP" The Washington Star gives Ex-Secretary
Cobb a severe "raking down." He has, indeed
been as unfortunate in his administrationof tbe
Treasury Department, as he wis in the mode
and manner of quitting his post.

Phe tender of a position in Mr. Lincoln's
Cabinet to Hon. Edward Bates is confirmed.

STAUNTON SPECTATOR AO GETfEBAL AfiVERTISEB.
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4 o'clock P. M. JEditor of "Spectator"? Dbab Sib:?l 'have
to-day been tbe witness of two most interesting
events in the history of these United States, and
most particularly of the State South Caro-
lina? soou to become, by her own deliberateact,a separate and independentStaters far as her
resolves can make her so. I have reference to
the assembling and organization of the Conven-tion, recently ordered by the Legislature of thisState, for the special and pre-determinedpurposeof adopting an ordinanceof secession ; aud the
inauguration of the new Governor elect?Col. F.W. Pickens?under the forms of the FederalConstitution and of her own State Constitution.
At balf'-past 12, P. M., at the Baptist Church,
the Convention was formally called to order by
Ex-Gov. Adams, of this, Richland district, by
the nomination of Gen. D. F. Jameison, ot Barn-
well distriot, as temporary Chairman; and Mr.,of Charleston, as Secretary. Gen. Jam-
eison ascended the platform and delivered a brief
address?briefly recounting the grievances S. C,
as one of the Southern States, had endured at
the hands ot the General Governmentin the ex-
actions made under the nameof the tariff; the
insults aud injuries of the Northern States in the
fanatical interferencefor forty years with the
subject of slavery; and in the consummationof
those interferences by the election of Lincoln?
which he declared was the "overt act;" that
the State had assembled this day, in her sover-
eign capacity, to assume to herself those rights
she had reserved when becoming a party to the
general compact, as one ot the "thirteen States,"
and was now to assert at gnce and forever, her
sovereignty aud independence. He appealed to
the Convention in the most earnest and impres-
sive manner not to permit any attempt at com-
promise, concession, or a desire to delay their
action, to influence them from one moment?
come trom they might, but to re-
sist all outside pressure, aud match straight for-
ward to finish the work they had assembled to
perform?to adopt an ordinance for immediatesecession. His short address wss listened to with
wrapt attention by the Convention apd a large
audience of deeply interested eptctators that
tilled the balanoa of the Church. The personnel
of the Convention, I need not say, tor dignity
of appearance, position, and iegisfative, and ju-
dicial experience, would coinmaud unqualified
respect anywhere. Scan the list ot i_s mem-
bers I have sent you, and select the names ot
her Ex-Governors, members ot the U. S. Senate,
House of Representativesand her Judiciary, and
io will be difficult to conveneanother such body
aoywhere?even iv the "Old Dominion '?and,
W«th all respects for her, 1 donot believe she c_.n
equal it. ttov. Adams then move d that Rev.
Mr. ???, of theBaptist Church .v \yhieh they
had assembled, be invited to opeu its delibera-
tions With prayer. f{# made a brief aud mod-
erately good prayer?taking Diviqe biasing apu
protection on the St*.e especially, anu the
Southern States; but his invco-uiuu did uot
oross Mason and Dixon's line. The organ.zutiou
of the Convention theu commenced?the Secre-
tary calling one or two districts, the members
from which came forward, aud one from each
district handed the credentials qf himself auu
colleagues to the Secretary, who read cacti in
full?aud the meuihers recorded their names,
and I doubt uot lek and thought they woufi be
as immortal one century hence as those immor-
tal patriots who, in old {u({epetideup_ Hi»_fl, in
_j.77ti, uucjer tjjje heavy responsibilities then uui?
rounding them, sigutd tkf Declaration of Inde-
pendence. Over the preotUeHt's Head, Wfts -sus-
pended v small, deep-blue flag, with?"'Xue Con-
vention of S. Carolina. I860," inscribed upon it.
The hour-hand of the clock now poiuied very
closely to the hour at which the other import
ant scene was to be enacted, and I hastened to
the Stite Hou-e. I took a seat in the floor of
t.ie House of Representative?, and in a
time the staff ot the ojoqr peeper Qf the Senate
informed us or the approach ot that body. The
venerable and sour looking officer ot the House
ot the same dignity, rapped with his oaue aud
cried, "make way tor the Senate," wheo the
speaker rapped three times aud commanded the
House to rise and uucover themselves to receive
the Senate. After an interval of some live min-
utes the door-keeperof the Senate w§s again
heard thro' his big oane, ans door ke.per
also heralded the approachof the Governorelect
and the, Hon. Howell Cobb, the Commissionersof
Alabama and Mississippi, with the Commiaee
lrom both Houses as their escort, attended by
the Sheriff ot his county, bearing the old mace
and colonial sword?the latter i_ig enough tor a
Philistine. The Governor aud Lieut, tiuv. and
.secretary Cobb ascended the pisiform or dais
on which the speaker situ?as spacious as a
modern pulpit and much like?and Secretary
Cobb took the speakei's chair?Governor Pick-
ens advanced to the front, and in a most digni-
fied and impressive manner, read his inaugural.
Be, as did Gen. Jameison, also briefly reviewed
the causes which had impelled S. U. to place
herself in the position she now occupies, and
declared that her purpose was immediate and
unqualified secession, dual and irrevocable ; that
no compromises or concessions of any hind or
from any quarter were to be listened to. i'hese
several seutiments were vociferously applauded
on the floor, aud by the gallery crowded with
the beauty aud elite ot the city. The clerk of
the House then held the Bible to the Gov. elect,
and the Speaker in his official robes recited the
oath line by line from memory, while the Gov.
repeated after him, the House standing uncov-
ered?and I do tell you, the scene at that mo-
ment, could it have been transferred to canvass,
would be a most graphic and deeply interesting
one. Tbe Speaker addressing the Governor,
who, with his hand resting on the Bible, and
his deep black eye (not unlike in that feature
and his forehead the immortal Webster) turned
upon the Speaker; Secretary Cobb just in the
rear, but in full sight, and with a look ot deep
earnestness, witnessing the scene; the Senate
and House in wrapt attention ; the picture of
the great and immortal Washington just above

frowning down upon the actors in this scene of
Disunion. My God ! what weremy feelings!?
1 leave you, my dear sir, to imagine. Oh ! for
for the eye, 1 sometimes wish, that could ken
the awful future?but, I doubt not, Ms hid in
mercy from our eyes. Meeting the Secretary of
State, I was invited to the room of the Gov. e-
lect to take a glass of champagne, which I ac-
cepted. Yours truly, J. M. McCde.

P. S. 6 o'clock P. M., Dec. 17, 1860.
The Convention, after four ballots, elected

Gen. Jameison President of the Convention?a
worthy, good man, but as interior to Col. Orr as
you could imagine. The truth is, Col. Orr has
been regarded as too conservative to meet the
present extreme feelings of this people. They
(the Convention) adopteda resolution to take a
recess, to meet in Charleston to-morrow at 4 o'-
clock P. M. The small-pox, together with a
want of comfortable accommodations, has in-
duced this step. They meet to-night at 7 o'-
clock, P. M., to hear Col. Ellmore, of Ala., and
Gen. Hooker, of Miss. The Legislature meets
to-night, and 1 doubt not will also go toCharles-r
ton. I regret this: as anticipating being de-
tained here yet a few days longer, I hoped to
have witnessed the proceedings of both bodies.
I yet think the act of secession will have a pro-
spective day for going into effect?aud thus the
Convention will probably set two weeks.

Yours truly, J. M. MoCu_.

A Singular Case.?Horrible Cruelty.?The
following singular case and exhibition of horri-
ble cruelty was related to us the other day by
one of our subscribers, the father of the child
who was the victim of its nurse's cruelties.

An attempt was made, sometime in October
last, 6y a negro girl in the employ of Mr. Sam-
uel Crickenberger, near Rockland Mills, in Au-
gusta county, to destroy the life of his infant
child, less than four months old, by administer-
ing or forcing down its throat needles, pins,
matches, one sixpenny nail, and fragments of a
sewing basket! Up to the present time fourteen
pins have come from the child; six of which
were thrown up out of its mouth, and eight pass-
ed through its bowels. Eleven needles are
known to have come from the child, nine of
which came through the skin about the thigh and
hinder part of the body ! Dr. Wm. D. Ewing
was called infrequently toextract needles, when
any were discovered under the skin. The four
matches, the nail and the pieces of sewing bas-
ket were each an inch in length. All these were
thrown up out ofits mouth. Singular to say,
the child is now recovering! It wag cheerful
all the time it was undergoing the cruelties in-
flicted by its depraved and cruel nurse. The
negro girl was about 13 years old. She is sup-
posed to have given the child the pins, &c,
whilst the family were at dinner. The girl, in-
stead ofbeing arrested and committed to jail to
answer for her attempt to kill the child, was
handed over to her master, who promptly sent
her to Richmond, where she awaits sale and
transportation.?Rock. Rkgisteb.

Hon. Rcverdy Johnson before United States
Supreme Court*

At the conclusion of his great argument in the
Albany Bridge case, before tbe Supreme Court,
on Thursday last, Mr. Johnson asked the indul-
gence of the Court to refer to the present condi-
tion of the country, and then delivered the pero-
ration which we give below:

May it please your Honor, indulge me with a
word or two before I conclude.

This may be the last time that the Court will
sit in peaceful judgment on a Constitution ac-
knowledged and obeyed by all. God, in His
providence,and for our sins, may, in his inscru-
table wisdom, suffer tbe folly and wickedness of
this generation to destroy the fairest, noblest
fabi ie of constitutional freedom ever erected by
man. Its whole history, from the first moment
of its operation even to the present hour, bears
evidence ot its unrivaled excellence. Our coun-
try, our whole country, has, from the first, pros-
pered under it, and because of it, with a rapidity,
and in a manner, beiore or since, unknown to
nations. That prosperity vindicates the wisdom
and patriotism of its good and great founders.

Is this prosperity now to cease ? Is it now to
be dashed to the earth ? Are the hopesof civil-
ized man, the world over, now to be blasted ??

Are we to beoome the jest, the scorn, the detes-
tation of the people of the earth ? Is all memo-
ry and reverence for the great dead, who, living,
we admired and adored, to be now forgotten ??
Is all gratitude for the mighty trying struggle of
our fathers now to end? Are the warnings, the
parting warnings of the peerless men of all thisworld now to be disregarded and despised? Is
the country of Washington, oonseorated by his
valor, wisdom and virtue to freedom and peace,
now to be converted into a wild scene of disor
der, fraternal strife, bloodshed, war ? May hea-
ven in mercy forbid!

May it stay the arm of the madman, arrest it
in its mad career before it strikes the fatal par-
ricidal blow. May it give time for reason and
patriotism to resume their sway j May it re-
move the delusions of the misguided 5 strengthenthe efforts of the patriotic; impart heavenly fire
to the eloquence of the faithful statesman; si-
lence, by the universal voice of the good and
true men of the nation, the utterings of treason
now tainting the air and shocking the ear of pat-
riotism, and the wbinings of imbecility now dis-
couraging and sickening the honest publicheart!
May it, above all, rekindle that fraternal love
which bound us together by ties stronger, infi-
nitely stronger, than any which mere govern
ment can create, during thu whole of our revo
lutionary strqggle, aud has since cheered us on
in oor pathway to the power aud renown which
have made us, until now, the wonder and adtqv
ration ot the world !

?f ail shall fail us, and ruin oome 5 if chaos,
worse than c.haos, is to be our fate, the spirits of
tjhose who have departed,and the survivors who
have administered justice in this tribunal in the
general wreck and wretchedness that will ensne,
willbe left this consolation : that their recorded
judgments, now, thank God, the rich inheritance
of the world, and beyond the spoiler's rsaph,
will, till time shall be no more, testify to the
spotless integrity, the unsurpassed wisdom, the
ever bright patriotism of the men who, from the
first, have served their country in this temple,
sacred to justice and duty, and to tbe matchless
wisdom ot our fathers, who heqaeai'ied it and
commended it to the perpetual' reverence and
support of their sons, and remain a never dying
dishonor and reproach to the sqqs who shall
have caused or permitted its destruction.
The Great Gin Man of the World is from

Virginia.
Udolpho Wolfe, now the largest manufacturer

of Gin in the World, is by birth a Virginian.?
He was born in Richmond. He is the seventh
son of Major Benjamin Wolfe, deceased, who was
an officer of tbe American Revolution.

Qf these sons only 8 are living: Joel,alluded
to hereafter, and Nat Wolfe, the great criminal
lawyer ot Kentucky for the last twenty years.?
Originally taken to Kentucky by Henry Clay,
Nat Wolfe retained the friendship of the great
statesman to the last hour of his life. Udolpho
Wolfe removed to the city of New York in 1826
and entered the countiog-hoqse ofhis elder broth-
er, Joel Wolfe, who was then largely engaged in
the importation of brandy and gin from France
and Holland. Young Wolfe's business qualifi-
cation and energetic perseverance soon gave him
a prominent position ia the house of his brother,
and when he reached the age of 21 he became a
partner.

In 1839 that brother established the first dis-
tillery in Schiedam (Holland) ever undertaken
by an American, and it yet continues, and is the
place where the famous Wolfe's Schiedam Ar-
omatic Schnapps is now manufactured.

In 1848 the senior partner of the house retired
from active business, havingaccumulated a large
fortune. In that same year Udolpho Wolfe made
the fortunate discoveries that led to the manu-
facture of his now world-wide-famed "Schiedam
Schnapps."

Udolpho Wolfe, although amerchant, has ever
taken a prominent interest in the political ques-
tions of the day, especially in stern, though dis-
interested, opposition to each and every political
party or leader who aimed to disturb the sacred
institutions of the South, where he was born.

In any matter that affected Virginia or her
leading men, whether of the present or of the
glorious past, Mr. Wolfe has taken a deep and
patriotic interest. When the removal of the re-
mains of the lamented Monroe, who had been a
warm personal friend of Mr. Wolfe's father, as
well as of himself, was resolved upon, no man
took a more active part than Mr. Wolfe.

When the Seventh Regiment returned to New
York, Mr. Wolfecompiled and published a book,
with a full narrative ofeverything connected with
the obsequies of the late ex-President, at an ex-
pense of three or four thousand dollars. This
book also contained a full description of the
famous Seventh Regiment, and also biographi-
cal sketches of the principal officers. It con-
tained 346 pages. It has become a book of his-
tory.

Mr. W. presented the Seventh Regiment with
1,200 copies, and also presented through Gov.
Wise and the Mayor of Norfolk, copies of the
book to all the principal civil and military offi-
cers, and, in addition, he placed a copy in every
public library in the different States. Not only
Southern himself, he married a lady of Mobile,
Alabama.

In closing this article, we merely desire to say
that the history of this eminent energetic mer-
chant gives the lie to the oft-repeated charge
that the South produces no commercial men of
distinction. Mr. Wolfe is the most extensive
merchant in his branch of commercial manufac-
ture that has ever lived in this Union.

A Nail Dkiven ina Sukk Place.?Some may
say that it is useless, and worse than useless
now, to indulge in crimination. They ma>
think that, as the trouble is upon us, we should
prepare to meet it without inquiring by whom,
or by what means it was precipitated. This is
not our view of tbe case; but whilst decided as
to the policy of looking the danger fairly in the
face, and of mealing it like men; we are for
holding the guilty authors responsible for tht
consequences of their act. Believing, as we do,
that the Democratic party produced the Repub
lican party and nurtured its growth, we do not
hesitate to say so, and charge that they will be
indirectly, at least, accountable for the disrup
tion and ruin of the Republic, if such shall be the
melancholy sequel. We say more than this:?
That, if Mr. Breckinridge had been elected, and
the spoils of government had been continued in
their hands, they would have borne, as they
have done, Personal Liberty bills, and all other
kinds of hostile legislation upon the part of the
abolition States, rather than to have initiated a
movement looking to the rupture that now
threatens ns. And, if a Southern Confederacy
ia to result from our present complications, we
shall see the same patriotic party vaulting into
the seats of power, assuming the reins ot gov-
ernment, and wielding the same despotic rule
that ha. grown almost insupportable during thelast twenty years.

These gentlemen, who now talk so glibly a-
bout the equality of the States?a doctrinewhich
we hold as dearly as they do?should remember
that they ought also to recognize equality of
right and privilege amongst the citizens of all
the States.

Have they recognized this principle in Virgin-ia? Let unrighteous gerrymanders, and thatruthless proscription which has ostracised "thevery pith and flower ofVirginia"?making near-ly one-half ot her best citizens mere hewers of
wood and drawers of water, to those who seemedto imagine that they ruled by Divine rightanswer. And, in the light furnished by this ex-ample, let the Union men of Virginia say whether
they can aid to perpetuate such a despotism.We are for equality of citizenship, as well asfor State equality; and if we must go out of theUnion to secure the latter, we should demandthat our rights as citizens of Virginia shall be
recognized by those who are now leading in
this revolutionary movement. Let us have
guarantees.? Lynchburg Virginian.

National Fast.
The Baltimore American, in an article prop-

erly castigating those who wickedly deride the
President's proclamation fur a National fast
mentions the following interesting tact in refer-
ence to the Czar "Nicholas, of Russia:

What an impressive spectacle was that pre-sented in St. Petersburg, some years ago, during
a terrible visitation of cholera, when the CzarNicholas at the head ot his people, kneeled inone of the public places, and himself led theirhomage to the King ofKings, beseeching him to
withdraw his heavy hand, and to spare an af-flicted nation. Contrast such a spectacle the
most majestic man of all Europe at that day,both in mind and body, and the absolute rulerof sixty millions of the human race, with his
hand upon bis mouth and his mouth in the dustacknowledging the greatness of Almighty Godand imploring his forgiveness and mercy ? and
one of these chattering newspaper infidels his
lips running over with senseless gibes at ail out-
ward recognition of that Being whom, in his in-
most heart, he dreads with unspeakable dread
and, at such a time as this, with a powder mag-
azine beneath him, scattering abroad firebrands
arrows and death.

NEW ADVERTISEMENTS.
UDOLPHO WX_>Li_?S~^

AROMATIC
SCHIEDAM SCHNAPPS!

1 Superlative Tonic, Diuretic, Anti Dys-
peptic and

Invigorating Cordial!
WOLFE'S Celebrated SCHIEDAM AROMATIC

SCHNAPPS should be kept in every family.?
It invariably corrects tbe ill eflectsof change ofweath-
er, and as a beverage, it is the purest Liquor made in
the world.

Put up in pint and quart bottles. Also?
UDOLPHO WOLFES PURE COGNAC BRANDY,
Imported and bottled by himself, warranted pure, and
the best quality, with his certificate on the bottle, and
his seal on the cork.

UDOLPHO WOLFE'S PURE PORT WINE,
Imported and bottled by himself, put up for medici-
nal use, with his certificate on the bottle; warranted
pure and the best quality.

UDOLPHO WOLFE'S PURE SHERRY WINE,
Imported and bottled by himself, the same as the Port
Wine.

UDOLPHO WOLFE'S PURE MADEIRA WINE,
Imported and bottled by himself for private and me-
dicinal use, the be.-t Wine ever offered lor sale to tue
trade in bottles. This Wine is warranted perfectly
pure.

UDOLPHO WOLFES PURE JAMAICA RUM,
ST. CROIX RUM, SCOTCH k IRISH WHISKEY.

AU the above imported and bottled by himself, war-
ranted pure and the best quality.

TO THE PUBLIC.
I will stake my reputation a* a man, my standing as

a merchant of thirty years' residence in New York,
that what I pledge and testify to with my seal, my la-
bel, and my certificate, is correct, and can be relied
upon by every purchaser,

Physicians who use Wines and Liquors in their
practice should give the preference to these articles.

For sale by all respectable Druggists and Apotheca-
ries.

UDOLPHO WOLFE,
Sole Manufacturer and Importer ofSchiedam

Aromatic Schnapps,
JSFo. 22 Beaver Street, New York.

_W For sale by Dr. H. S. Eichblbbegbr and P. H.
Teout, Staunton, Va.

Dec. 25, lertO? 6mif

tOMJIUSSIOftER'S NOTICE.
Peck's Administrator, | In Circuit Court

vs. > of
Borden's Adm. k als.) Augusta County, Va.

EXTRACTS FROM DECREES.? "It is or-
dered that this cause be referred to one of the

Commissioners of this Court, with instructions to
take and state an account of the trust fund in the pro-
ceedings mentioned, and ol the several sales made
under tbe trust deeds, showing who became the pur-
chasers of the several parcels of land at the trust
sales, how much they have respectively paid, at what
time, and to whom, and how much is due from them
respectively on account of said purchasers. Also in
whose hands the proceeds of sales now are," &c, kc.
?Junk Tbem, 1858.

"The said Commissioner is also directed to take an
account showing what sum or sums are due and ow-
ing from Thomas J. Michie, as Administrator with
the will annexed, of John Borden dec'd., to the estate
ot Joseph Borden, dec'd., under the decree of 1836, or
any of the subsequent proceedings in this cause."?
November Term, 1858.

"Especially is said Commissioner required, in ad-
dition to the accounts heretofore specially ordered, to
make and report a statement showing how stand ac-
counts between the estates of John Borden, dec'd.,
and Joseph Borden, dec'd., in respect ofthe proceeds
of the trust sales made by Leas & Sowers, trustees,
in the years 1837 and 1838."?Junb Term, 1860.

"It is ordered that rules in all respects similar to
those heretofore awarded against the other purcha-
sers ofreal estate sold by trustees Chesley Kinney k
Lea 3 k Sowers be awarded against Michael Croft
and against John B. Baldwin k M. G. Harman, ad-
ministrators de bonis non of John B. Breckinridge,
dec'd., requiring them to appear before Commissioner
Jos. A. Waddell at such time and place as he shall
appoint, and answer the said rules on oath in writing.
And it being represented by said Commissioner, that
owing to the great number of parties in this case, it
is almost impossible to give to each a personal notice
of the time and place of taking said accounts, and all
ofsaid parties having answered under rule except
those against whom rules are now awarded?it is or-
dered that said Commissioner may convene the par
ties by publication of notice in both of the newspa-
pers in Staunton for four successive weeks, of the
time and place when he will take and state the ac-
counts herein before required to be taken and stated."
?Novbmbbr Term, 1860.

NOTICE.? The parties interested arehereby no-
tified that I shall, on Monday, the 28th day op Jan-
uary next, at my office in Staunton, proceed to exe-
cute the foregoing decrees; at which time and place
they are required to attend.

JOS. A. WADDELL, Commissioner.
December, 25, iß6o?4t.

GRAIND MILITARY AND CIVIC

BALL.
THE WEST AUGUSTA GUARD. (Capt. Baylor)

have tue pleasure to announce to the public that
they will have their First Annual Ball on Tuesday,
January Ist, 186), at 8 o'clock, P. M., at Armor.v
Hall, Staunton. A suitable Collation and the best
Music will be provided for the enjoyment of those
present on the occasion.

Tickets admitting one Lady and Gentleman, or two
Ladies and one Gentleman #2 SO.

Tickets ofadmission can be had by application to
any member of the Committee of Arrangements.

Proceeds to be-applied to the purchase ofTents and
Knapsacks for th. equipment ot »he Company.

CAPT W. 8. H BAYLOR, 1LIEUT. H. K. COCHRAN, | Committee
SERG. J. C. MAUQUIS, }\u25a0 of
Private E. S. TROUT. | Arrangements.

J. P. BLEDSOE, J
MANAGERS.

MILITARY. CIVIL.
Gen X Harper N X Tront
Gen Wm H Harman W A Burke
Col W D Anderson B Christian
Lt Col J B Terrell D C McGnffin
Col W S Sproul E M Cushing
Col Samuel McCune B Crawford
Capt J D Imboden H L Opie, jr.,
Capt R L Doyle S M Yost
Capt V Churchman J B Baldwin
Capt A Koiner G M Cochran, jr.,
Capt F F Sterrett Dr. B B Donaghe
Caot H H Peck S B Brown
Lieut J H Bumgardner Dr. W J McChesney
Serg Wm Blackburn J D Hanger
Serg J B Engleman J H Parkins
Private J H Skinner C G Merritt
Private W J Hunter. R J Hope

Dec. 25, 1860. .

AUGUSTA LAND FOR SALE?In pursu
ance of the last Will of Christian Rusmisel,

dec'd., we will sell, to4fee highest bidder, on Wednes-
day the 6th of lebmary, 1861, if fair, if not, the next
fair day, the LAND on which the said Rnsmisel lived
and died. This land lies one mile west of Mt. Solon,
and adjoins the land of Philips Dinkle, Skyles and oth-
ers, and is supposed to contain some 160 or 170 A»
cres. This land is of good quality. There are some
90 Acres cleared, of which there are about 85 Acres of
BOTTOM LAND, clear of rock and easy to cultivate;
the balance is finely timbered and of good clay soil. ?

It is situated in a fine neighborhood and is convenient
to Stores, Schools, Mills, Post Office, Ac. The im-
provements consist of a good LOG DWELLING,
Kitchen, Stone Dairy, a Well of good water in the

, yard, Barn, Corn House and a fine ORCHARD of Ap-
i pie Trees. Any person wishing to purchase this farm
Ci.n see it by callingon John J. Kusmisel, who resides
upon the premises, and he will take pleasure in show-
ing it.TERMS.?One-third of the purchase money cash,
or negotiable paper at 60 days, interest added, paya-
bit at either ofthe banks in the town of Staunton; tbe
balance in three equal annual instalments, bearing
date from day of sale?purchaser to give bond with
approved security for the deferred payments, and the
legal title to be retained as additional security until
the whole of the purchase money is paid.

Also, on the same day, we shall offer a lot of House-
hold and Kitchen Furniture for sale, asfollows: Bed-
steads and Bedding, Chairs, Tables, Carpeting, 1 fine
eight-day Clock, 1 Cupboard, 1 Cook Stove, and va-
rious other articles not mentioned.

TERMS?On PersonaUProperty, 6 months credit on
all sums of five dollars and upwards; under that the
cash will be required.

GEORGE RUSMISEL,
A. ARGABRIGHT,

Dec. 25, IB6o.?tds Ex'ors. of C. Rusmisel, dec'd.

APPRENTICES.- Two sprightly BOYS, aged
respectively 10 and 15 years, to be bound out.?Homes in the country preferred. Enquire of

Staunton, Dec. 25.?3ta. p. B. HOGE.

NEW ADVERTISEMENTS.
WEST & JOHNSTON,

Publishers, Booksellers and stationers,
145 ittain Street, KICHMOND, VA.,

HAVE RECENTLY PUBLISHED
I.

ROBINSON'S PRACTICE IN COURTS OF JUS-
TICE IN ENGLAND k THE UNITED STATES.
By Conway Robinson, Esq., 4 vols.; each volume
sold separately. Price per vol., $6.

Go-ntent* of Vol. Ist.
As to the place and time ofa transaction or proceed-

ing, treating chiefly of the conflict of Laws and Stat-
ute ofLimitations.

Contents cf Vol. 2d.
Treating ofthe subject matter ofPersonal Actions;

in other words, of the right of Action.
Contents of Vol 3d.

Treating of Personal Actions, wito respect to the
parties who may sue ana bo sued, the toim of action,
and the frame ofthe pleadings.

Contents qf Vol. 4th.
As to pleadings in Personal Actions; treating par-

ticularly of Declarations, and giving forms thereof.
The annexed recommendation ot Robinson's Prac-

tice is from the Judges ofthe Court of Appeals ofthe
State of Virgioia:

State Coubt House, Richmond, )

November, 23, I_4JO. )
Messrs. West db Johnston? Gentlemen:?The vol-

umes ofMr. Conway Robinson's new work on Practice
have come to our hands as they have issued succes-
sively from the press, and we have from time to time
referred to and examined their contents.We find the work a full and copious treatise in a
condensed form, upon the subjects to which itrelates;
embracing, to a largeextent, principles aswell as prac-
tice marked with great accuracy in its references and
citations, and the distinctions which are laid down
and explained, and written in the terse and concise
style so appropriate to a work of this character.

We regard the work as worthy a place in the libra-
ry of every lawyer, and think that, whether at the Bar
or on the Bench, he will find it greatly to aid and a-
brfdge his labors in the investigations ofsubjects com-
ing within its scope; and, as such, we recommend it
to the profession in the State and elsewhere.

Very respectfully, your ob't servants,
Geo. H. Lbb,
R. C. L. Monccre,
Wm. J. Robertson,John J. Allen,
Wm. Daniel, Jr.

11.
DIGEST OF THE LAWS OF VIRGINIA,ofa Civil

Nature and of a permanent character and g.neral
operation; illustrated by Judicial Decision, to
which are prefixed the Constitution of the United
States, with notes; and the new Bill of Rights and
Constitution of Virginia. By James M. Matthews,
Esq., Attorney at Law; 2 vols. $12.

111.
REPORTS OF CASES DECIDED IN THE SPECIAL

COURT OF APPEALS OF VIRGINIA, held in
Richmond. By John M. Pattoa and Koacoe B.
Heath, Esqs., of the Richmond Bar ; a Vols. $7.

IV.
A GENERAL INDEX To GRATTAN'S REPORTS.

By John M. Patton and Roscoe B. Heath, Esqs.?
*3 50.

V.
ADDRESSES OF THE Hon. DANIEL W. VOOR-HEES, of Indiana, comprising his Argument deliv-

ered at Chartestnwn, Va.. upon the trial ot John E.
Cooke, for Treason aod Murder. Also an Address
delivered before the Literary Societies ot tue Uni-
versity of Va., July 4, 1660.

VI.
THE VOLUNTEER'S HAND BOOK; containing an

abridgement ot Hardee's Infantry Tactics, adapted
for the use of the percussion musket in squad and
company exercises, manual of arms for Kiflemen,and United .Mates army regulations as to parades,
reviews, inspections, guard mounting, Ac. By Jas,K. Lee. an officer of the First Regiment of Volun-
teers- This book is having a large sale all over theUnited States, and has received the highest recom-
mendations from the press here and elsewhere. It
ought to be in the hands of every person who be-
longs to a military company. Price, 50c.

VII.
VIRGINIA. ESPECIALLY RICHMOND, IN BY-

GONE DxiYS; with a glance at the present; being
remmiscenses and last words of an old citizen. By
Samuel Mordecai. Second edition, with many addi-
tions and corrections. $1.
Persons remitting to us the price of either the above

named books will receive it free offreight oi postage.
We keep on band one of the largest and best stocks

of BOOKS, in all branches of literature, that can be
found in any bookstore, and at as low prices; also, a
very large and complete stock of STATIONERY, of
both American and Foreign manufacture.

Have in press, and will publish in a few days,
I.

BROWN AND ARTHUR, arranged for the press by
Anna Mead Chalmers.

"Once to every man and nation comes the struggle to
decide

In the strife of truth with falsehood for the good or
evil side."

11.
Will be published in January?

DIGEST OF THE LAWS OF VIRGINIA,OF A CIV-IL NATURE. Illustrated by Judicial ecisi____..?
By James M. Matthews, Attorney at Law. 1 vol.,
Bvo., pp. 450.
Orders, to receive prompt attention, should be ad-

dressed to WEST & JOHNSTON,
Publishers, 145 Main St., Richmond, Va.

Dec. 25,1860?M
rrH£ GREAT FAMILY PAPER.A THE GKEAT FAMILY PAPER.

THE GREAT FAMILY PAPER.
THE GREAT FAMILY PAPER.
THE GREAT FAMILY PAPER.
THE OREAT FAMILY PAPER.

PROSPECTUS
OK

THE NEW YOKE. LEDGER!
We intend to make the NEW YORK LEDGER for

1861 superior to that of 1860, or of any other year in
the past. Amongour contributors will be the Presi-
dent of the United States, Edward Everett,
Geo. Bancroft, Wm. Cullen Bryant, John G.
Saxe, Geo. P. Morris, N. P. Willis, George
D. Prentice, Thos. Dunn English, Sy-.vanu9
Cobb, Jr., Emerson Bennett, T. S. Arthur, P.
Hamilton Myers, Gol. Walter B. Dunlap, S.
Compton Smith, John Esten Cooke, Mrs. Sig-
ourney, Mrs. Soothworth, FannyFern, Anna
Cora Kitchie, Alice Carey, Mary Forrest,
Marion Harland, Miss E. A. Dupuy, Mary
Stanley Gibson, Phebe Carey, and many Cler-
gymen, Professors in Colleges, Statesmen, and other
eminent writers residing in different parts of the Un-
ion.

Our corps of contributors for the coming year will
be so large, and will ?mbrace such a variety of emi-
nent talent, that every department of literaturewill receive the particular attention of some one com-
petent to do it ample and special justice. Whether it
be popular romance, scientific essay, historical sketch,
scholastic disquisition, spicy paragraph, pathetic Dill-
lad, humorous poem, old-fashioned love story, timely
editorial, or any other lugreuieut of popular and ele-
vated journalism,that is to be furnished, the LEDGER
coipt will De sufficient for the task. In fact, our con-
tributors will send us from week io week much more
matter than we can pi.-Mbly use, so that we shall al-
ways have a fresh aud superabundant supply from
which to select the very bust. Tnese tacts, ta .en in
connection with our largely increased means, facilities
aud experience, warrant us, we think, iv promising
our readers a family paper for t c year 1»61 which
will be more interesting and instructive, and in every
respect more valuable, even than tbe LEDGER has
been in the past.

As an indication ofthe popularity of the LEDGER
we need only state the simple fact that its circulation
is larger than that ofauv o:her tin iiierary papers in
the country. Its great success is owiug to the fact
that we secure the best writers in the country, and
spare no pains in getting up the best family papkb ?

a paper of high moral tone. The exalted reputation
of its contributors, the practical and invariably pure
and healthy character of all its articles, the care which
is taken that not even one offensive word shall appear
in its colums, and the superiority of its Tales and
Sketcnes, bave gained for the NEW YORK LEDGER
a position tbat no literary paper bas ever before reach-
ed.

? Anna Cora Ritchie, of Richmond, Va., and Col.
Walter B. Dunlap, the author of the popular "Forest

Sketches," which were published in our columns some
time since, will begin a story in the LEDGER early in

the new year. Mrs. Southwo-rtn is also engaged upon
a new tale.

?In the next number of the LEDGER weshall pub-
lish a very interesting article, written expressly for
our column*, entitled, "A Day with Lord Byron,"
from the pen of the Hon. George Bancroft.

?It is with much satisfaction that we announce that
Mr. Everett will continue his elegant and interesting
contributions to the LEDGER during the next jear.

As this in the season of the year when Postmasters
and others are in the habit offorming clubs, we direct
their particular attention to

OUR TERMS.
Single copies, $2 per annum; two copies, $S; four

copies, |6; eight copies, $12. Postmasters and otherswho get up clubs can afterwards add single copies at
$l.f<o. The party who sends us $12 for a club ofeight
copies (all sent at one time) will be entitled to a copy
/We for his trouble. Terms invariably in advance.?
No subscriptions taken for a less period than one yet_r.
Canada subscribers must send twenty-six cents in ad-
dition to the subscription, to pay the American post-
age, which is half a cent a copy on every paper. The
notes of all specie paying banks taken at par. "When
a draft or check can conveniently be sent, it will be
preferred, as it will prevent the possibility of the loss
of money by mail.

f_W We employ no travelling agents.
Address all communications to

ROBERT BONNER, Publisher,Dec. 25,1860. No. 40 Park-row, New York.
Harris, Ex'r, and als ) In CircuiT Court

vs. I of
Kinney, Receiver, and als. ) Augusta County.

TO JOSEPH F. MONTGOMERY, EX'R OF JO-
SEPH MONTGOMERY, DEC'D.-TAKE NO-

TICE?Tbat, in pursuance of an order ofthe Circuit
Conrt of Augusta County, in the above cause, I will,*
On W-tDNESOAY, THE 30TH DAY OF JANUARY next, at
my office in Staunton, proceed to "take, state and set-
tle an account showing the costs and counsel's fees

Eaid by each of the parties plaintiff and defendant
ereto, in the prosecution of the suits of Woods' Rep.

vs Brooks' Ex'r and als, and Menzies' Adm'r vs.
Woods' Rep., Doth in the Court of Appeals and the
Court below, and also the expenses incurred by each
of them in attending to the prosecution of said suits;
and apportion the same among the said parties," Ac,
at which time and place you are required to attend.

JOS. A. WADDELL, Comm'r.
Dec. 25, 1860?4ta.


