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TERMS.
Jgp" Ihe "Spectator" is published once a week, at

Two Dollars and Fifty Cents a year, which may be dis-

charged by the payment of Two Dollars at any time
within the year

_
... _

No subscription wiU be discontinued but at the option
ofth* Edito . until all arrearages are paid.

AJ VERTISEMENTS of ten lines (or less) inserted
once for one dollar, and twenty-five cents for each subse-
quent continuance. larger advertisements inserted in
the same proportion. ,

A liberal discount made to those who advertise, by tne

year. , . .

%3T Annual advertisers \rill be limited to their im-
mediate business, or the advertisements charged for at
transient rates. ...

Professional Cards, not exceeding seven lines, wut
be inserted one year for $7 00?6 months for $4 00.
One Square, (lo«»es) ..1 year $10^

« » 6 00
it «« 3 « 400

Two Squares',""' lyear 15 00
« ?? § month* 1000
« «. | '? 600

These Squares lyear 18 00
1200

? < 3 " 80#
One-Third Column, lyear 25 00

" " 18t)0
« « 3 " 12 00

One Column, 1 year 60 00 1E «. 40 00
All advertising for a less time titan threemonths, will

be chargedfor at the usual rates?%l 00 per square for
the first insertion, and twentyfive cents for each subse-
quent issue.

PEER! DAVIS'
/« fl|Y\ VEGETABLE

J_faln. /-Willpf-
We ask the attention, of the public to this

long- tested and unrivalled ,
JTcui-ruily J^edioine.

It has been favorably known for more
than twenty years, during- which time we
have received ifwjLS£UidA of testimonials,
showing this Jfedicine to be an almost
never-failing remedyfor diseases caused by
or attendant upon?
Sudden Colds, Coughs, "Fever and jigue,
Headache, Bilious Fever, (Pains in the
Side, Back, and Loins, as well as in the
Joints and Limbs; seiLi>-ala ) i?_ clucL
f3Ui£LLmja±LC S&alnA in, any part qf
the system, toothache and (Pains in the
Head and Face.

fis a fglnr.rl fHPusLfu* and gJcMJJL
for the it seldom fails to cure
(Dyspepsia, Indigestion, Liver Complaint,
JLcid Stomach, Heartburn, Kidney Com-
plaints, tsficU. fffCeaxLacJie., (Piles, JLsth-
ma or (Phthisic, Fing-worms, Boils, Felons,
Whit-lows, Old Sores, Swelled Joints, and
fjjpnetnl qf the gfua±£rn..

It is also a prompt and sure Femedyfor
Cramp and (painin, the Stomach, (Painters'
Colic, (ZZLatt-lvaejCL, (Dysentery, gfum.-
me* CholeraJforbus, Chol-
era Irfantum, Scalds, Bums, Sprains,
Bruises, Frost Bites, Chilblains, as well
as the Stings of Insects, Scorpions, Cen-
tipedes, and the Bites qf (Poisonous Insects
and Venomous F^eptiles.

See Directions accompanying each bottle.
It has been tested in every variety qf

climate, and by almost evLCtu. ncd-Lan.
AzjzjCluuz to jlmericans. It is the almost
constant companion and inestimablefriend
of the mlssLcna/'u. and the ttajuellet,
?on sea and land, ? and no one should
travel on our lakes or rivers without it.

Prices, il\ cts., 25 cts, 50 cts, and $1.00 per Mle.
PERRY DAVIS & SON,

MANUFACTURERS AND PROPRIETORS,
PBOVIDENCE, B. X.

Sold by dealers every where.
Sept. ii, 1860.

IVIICCELLANEOUS.

silrisibiiiTfsii
MRS. WINSLOW,

AN Experienced Nurseand Female Physician, pre-
sents to tbe attention ofmothers her

SOOTHING SYRUP
FOR CHILDREN TEETHING,

which greatly facilitates the process of teething, by
softening the gums, reducing inflammation?will al-
lay all pain and spasmodic action, and is TO REG U-
LATE THEB 0 WELS.

Depend upon it, mothers, it will give rest to your-
selves, and Reliefand Health to your infants.

We have put up and sold this article for over ten
year*, and can say, in confidence and truth of it, what
we have never been able to say of any other medicine
?never has it failed in one single instance to effect a
CURE when timely used. Never did we know an in-
stance of dissatisfaction by any one who has used it.
On the contrary, all are delighted with its operations,
and speak in terms of highest commendation of its
magical effects and medical virtues We speak in
this matter "what we no know," after ten years'ex-
perience and pledge our reputation for the fulfilment
of what we here declare. In almost every instance
where tbe infant is suffering from pain and exhaus-

i tion, relief will be found in fifteen or twenty minutes
I after the syrup is administered.

This valuable preparation is the prescription ot
one of the most Experienced and Skillful Nurses in
New England, anu has been used with never-failing
success in thousands ofcases.

It not only relieves ihe child from pain, but invig-
orates the stomach and bowels, corrects acidity, and
gives tone and energy to the whole system. It will
almost instantly relieve Griping in the Bowels and
Wind Colic, and overmore convulsions, which, if not
speedily remedied, end in death. We believe it the
best and surest remedy in the world in all cases ot
DYSENTERY and DIARRHOEA in Children, arising
from teething, or from any other cause. We would
say to every mother who has a child suffering from
any of tne foregoing complaints?do not let your
own prejudices, nor tbe prejudices of others, stand
between your suffering child and the relief that will
be sure?yes, absolutely sure?to follow the use 01
this medicine, if timely used.

JggT" Full directions for using will accompany each
bottle. None genuine unless the fac-simile of CUR-
TIS A PERKINS, New York, is on the outside wrap-
per

Sold by Druggists throughout the world.
Principal Office, No. 12 Cedar St., N. Y.
Price only 25 cents per bottle.
For sale by DR. W. B. YOUNG, Staunton.
June 26, IB6o.?lyif.

Western Virginia *

MARBLE WORKS, $ f,
AT STAUNTON jlOi ji

HARRISONBURG. Mt
MARQUIS & KELLEY. MBStauntou, April 7, 1858.

"TAYLOR & HOGE,
DEALERS IN

DRY GOODS, GROCERIES,
QUEENSWARE, HATS, CAPS,

BOOTS AND SHOES,
STAUNTON, VIRGINIA,

?\u25a0 TJAVE just received a veTv large and handsomei~l stock of FALL AND WINTER GOODS, to
which they invite the attention of purchasers.

Staunton, Oct. y, 1860

D~SrjAMEi TTOHNSTON, SURGICAL &

MECHANICAL DENTIST, having been located
permanently in Staunton for the last four years, would
respectfully inform his friends and the public gene
rally, tbat he still continues to practice Dentistry.m all
its various branches, with the strictest regard to du-
rability and usefulness.

Office on the south-side of Main Street opposite the
old Spectator Office.

Staunton, Nov. 29, 1854.

tt. ?. YEiKLE,
DEALEB IK

JL WATCHES, CLOCKS, JEWEL-gg)
RY, SILVER AND «j**** PLATED WMJJE, "^

OPPOSITE VA. HOTEL, STAUNTON, VA.
Staunton, July 17. 1860.

J. M. HANGERATTORNEY AT LAW, STAUNTON, VA.,
WILL practicein all the Courts held in Staunton,

and in the Circuit Courts of Albemarle and
Rockingbam. Office in the brick-row, in the rear of
the Court-house.

Staunton, Dec. 30, 1857.

70B1TW7MEREDITH>DEALER IN
JEWELRY, CLOCKS, WATCHES, &c.

Main St., Staunton, Va.
jgp Watches and Jewelry Repaired.
Staunton, Jan.l7.

OCTOR JAMES B. GILKESONTHavim;
located in Staunton, tenders his professionalser-

jtices to the public. He may be found, when not pro-
esaionally engaged, at the room over the Saddle and

Harness establishment of Mr. G. H. Elick, nearly op-
posite the Post Office.

Staunton Feb. H. 1859?tf.

~ATr>. CHANDLER,
UNDERTAKER,

Staunton, !*«.,

KEEPS METALIC CASES of all sizes, at Staun
ton and \hllborough Depot, at City Prices.

Staunton, July 19, 1659.
DR. EENRY AJfMRSOIT,

OFFICE A>D RESIDENCE
VIRGINIA HO TEL

STAUNTON, VA.
Jan. 22,1-G<>.?3mo.

R. L. DOYLE,
_

Attorney at Law, Stannton, Va.,
WILL practice in the Courts of Augusta, Rock-

bridge, Bath and Highland.
July 29, l6i>7.

EN~TAL NOTICE?Wm. Chapman has re-
moved his office to the old Bell Tavern, near the

** Virginia Hotel, and opposite Brandeburg's Corner,
and adjoining Rankin's Daguerrean Gallery,where he
will be pleased to see his friends and costomers.

Staunton, Jan. 31, 1860.
Or OEL ET TINGER

"

JLIAVINii i'.eaU'd iv Staunton is prepared to take
Guit a few in ire i>« *pi t- for instruction on Piano and

St*: Orders Jeft with J. W Alby.
Sauuton, Oo'. :;o, 1 -\u25ba>*' -tf?Vin copy.

T~m lis kgest X\oCheapest stock
ofCHLN'a. sodOLAik) WARE ever offered for ;

sale m Star., 'or. can be found at.
L. B. WALLER'S

i»t»B, April \f>, li'iO. Cash Store.
Refined Keystone Saltpe \

tie, for sale by P. 'H. TROUT.
Staunton. Nov. 18,1860. I

lINSEY-? So pieces Linsev.
TAYLOR 4 HOGE

Oiawuwn, Oct. \>, 1660.

_mjffpf_ Cure Cough., Cjld, Hoarseness, lufiu-
enza, any Irritation or Soreness of th*

rV«firirfllr» Ihroat, Relieve the Hacking Cough
in Consump ion, J!ro?tcAitin,Asih-
ma, and Catarrh. Clear and
(jive strength t ? the voices of

PUBLIC SPEAKERS
AND SINGERS.

Few are aware of the importance of checking t.
Cough or "Common Cold" in its first stage, that
whicb in tbe beginning would yield to amild remedy,
if neglected soon attacks the Lungs. "Brown's
Bt mental Tiocnesf containing demulcent ingredients,
allay Pulmonary and Bronchial Irritation.

"That troub.e in my Throat, (for which
itKUVYAt. ,ne -Troches" are a specifiic,) having
mnn/muc made me often a mere whisperer."TROCHES N \> WILLIS.
DDnwvu "I recommend their use to PublicMmTWa B speakers." REV. E. H. CHAPIN.
?nnm?i! 'Great service in subduing Hoarsb-
TBOCHES xtmy, XEy DANIEL WlbE.
RROWNS "Almost instant relief in the distressingBt4UWI k labor of breathing peculiar to Asthma."

REV. A. C. EGGLESTON.
lauuaxn. "Contain no Opium or anyth ng mjun-
B>jLM>mi*i*? DR. A A.'HAVES,BROWN B Chemist, Boston.
TROrHT"

" A si'ttP'6 anQ pleasant combination foi
Coughs. <fee."

rriiwvs DR- G- F - B *GELOW,BROWN b Boston.
-r-onnxir-c "Beneficial in Bronchitis."
TROCxIEfc DR j F w LANE,
nDnwrv,u Bosion.
BKU " fI ° "T have proved them excellent for
rnnr-ntf

Whooping Cough."
TROCHEo KEY H w vVAhKEN,

R ? wv ,_, Boston.
BKOWiS & "Beneficial when compelled 10 speak,
T-RnPTTPt; -offering trom Cold."
TROCHES KEY s j p ANDERSON,
RROWVs St- I '"aiß -

Dftu " a c "Effectual in removing Hoarseness and
T-onnxrve Irritation oi the Throat no common witb
UtUOa.*,!* Speakers and Sinsbrs."

ltroi. M. STACY JOHNSON,* b La Grarge, Ga.,
Tonninjc Teacher ot Music, Southern
?UiUl/iUiSs Female College.
BRnw\N "Great Benefit when taken before and

KU "" L after preaching, as they prevent Hoarse-
MAMMa ness - From ineß P ast efl ect > t think theyiiiUi/iiii& wi j! eoj peimauent advantage to me."
nnnm**'* RKV. E. ROWLEY, A. M.,uuu wfl B President Athens College, Term.
TnnrwT?Q by all Druggists at TWENTY-
TBOCHES f jyj; CENTS A r 0 X. J_\

Nov. 27, »F6o?6moif.
UDOLPHO WOLFE'S

AROMATIC
SCHIEDAM SCHNAPPS!

A Superlative Tonic, Diuretic, Auti Dys-
peptic and

Invigorating Cordial!
WOLFE'S Celebrated SCHIEDAM AEOMATIC

SCHNAPPS should be kept in every family.?
It invariably corrects tbe ill effectsof change of weath-
er, aud as a beverage, it is the purest Liquor made in
the world.

Put up in pint and quart bottles. Also?
UDOLPHO WOLFE'S PUKE COGNAC BRANDY,
Imported and bottled by himself, warranted pure, and
tbe best quality, with his certificate on the bottle, and
his seal on the cork.

UDOLPHO WOLFE'S PURE PORT WINE.
Imported aud bottled by himself, put up for medici-
nal use, with his certificate on the bottle; warranted
pure aud the best quality.

UDOLPHO WOLFE'S PURE SHERRY WINE,
Imported and bottled by himself, the same asthe Port
Wine.

UDOLPHO WOLFE'S PURE MADEIRA WINE,
Imported and bottled by himself for private and me
dicmal use, the best Wine ever offered for sale to the
trade in bottles. This Wine is warranted perfectly
pure.

UDOLPHO WOLFE'S PURE JAMAICA RUM,
ST. CROIX RUM, SCOTCH 4 IRISH WHISKEY.

All the above imported and bottled by himself, war-
ranted pure and the best quality.

TO THE PUBLIC.
I will stake myreputation as a man, my standing as

a merchant of thirty years' residence in New York,
that what I pledge and testify to with my seal, my la-
bel, and my certificate, is correct, and can be relied
upon by every purchaser.

Physicians who use Wines and Liquors in their
practice should give the preference to these articles.

For sale by all respectable Druggists and Apotheca-
ries.

UDOLPHO WOXsFS,
Sole Manufacturer and Importer ofSchiedam

Aromat'c .>chnappf«,
No. 22 Beaver Street, New York.

HT For sale by Dr. H. S. .Eicbei.bkkgkr and P. fl.
Trout, Maunton, Va.

Dec 26, 1 olio ?6mif

NOTICE. #vGABRIEL HIRSH lakes .his method of inform-
ing hn Inends and cusiomers that he is still for

the "Union, ihe Constitution, and the enforcement ol

the laws:" and thai in order to maintain his views
successfully, he muot hare money. Thereiore all wh©
are indebted to bim, either by note or account, are
earnestly requested to come forward immediately and
Settle tmmt respective dues. He dislikes to dun, but
money he tnusi haye. He hopes ibis call will not be
disregarded

March 5. 1890.
NEW AJtt.TlCi.fi. A new patent self emp-
tying Well Buckets with Windlass and fixtures

?complete Receiver, tor exhibition and sale. All
wbo have examined this article have pronounced it
the mosi complete they have ever seen It must be
seen to b- appreciated. In many cases it is much
better than auy other means of drawing water. All
interested are invited to call and examine.

Staunton, Feb. 5, 1861. GflUkß. PRICE^
QKl*l£lM> OFF JkT CCMfIT J»US CASH t-
|3 in order to sell out m\ present stock ol BooU
aud Shoes. I vul inrm/ter sell ior Cash at Cost.
This is no humbug, as 1 am compelled to raise money
to pay my debis. Call and examiue. Persons know
inir themselves indebted will please settle immediateing -nemo

WILLIAM MiLLER.
Staunton, Feb. 2fi, 1861. *

ORN SUEiiLfiKS.?fi Pennock's Celebrated
Corn Shelters on hand, which will be sold at a

reduced prfce to close the iot. Tbis Shelier is un-
doubtedly i.c btt;t m use, and may be seen in use in
all parts of the county. Those in want now
Buppiy themselves. GEO. E. PRICE.

Staunton, Feb. 19, 186L

OPODELDOC SOAP?for sale at
P. H. TROUT'S.

Staunton, Nov. 1360.
7~~WrWKnIaATCH ES.?A lot of the Celebra-
K. ~1 ted Vitnna Match, for salt by

Staunton, March 6. P. H- TROUT.

MESSAGE OF PRESIDENT DAVIS,
To THB PRoYIrL-NAL OuNGKE-ts) OP THE

CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA.
Gentlemen the Congress:
It is my ph-asing duty to announce to you that

the Constitution iramed for the establishment
of a permanent government for the Confederate
Stales has been ratified by Conventions in each
of those States to which it was referred. To in-
augurate the government in its full proportions
and upon its own substantial basis of the popu-
lar will, it only remains that elections should
be held for the designation of the officers to ad-
minister it.

There is every reason to believe that at no dis-
tant day, other States identified inpolitical prin-
ciples and community of interests with those
which you represent will join this Confederacy -.

giving to its typical constellation increased splen-
dor?to its government of free, equal and sov-
ereign States, a wider sphere of usefulness?and
to tbe friends of Constitutional liberty, agreater
security for its harmonious and perpetual exist-
ence.

It was not, however, for the purpose of mak-
ing this announcement that I have deemed it my
duty to convoke you at an earlier day than that
fixed by yourselves for your meeting. The dec.
laration of war made against this Confederacy by
Abraham Lincoln, the President of the United
States, in his proclamation issued on the fifteenth
day of the present month, rendered it necessary,
in my judgment, that you should convene at the
earliest practical moment, to devise the meas-
ures necessary for the defence of the country.

The occasion is indeed an extraordinary one.
It justifies me in a brief review of the relations
heretofore existing between us and the States
which now unite in warfare against us,and in a
succinct statement of the events which have re-
sulted in this warfare ; to the end that mankind
may pass intelligent and impartial judgment on
its motives and objects.

During the war waged against GreatBritain by
her colonies on this continent, a common danger
impelled them to a close alliance and to the for-
mation of a Confederation, by the terms ofwhich,
the colonies, styling themselves States, entered
"severally into a firm league of friendship with
each other for their common defence, the securi-*
ty of their liberties, and their mutual and gen-
eral welfare, binding themselves to assist each
other against all force offered to, or attacksmade
upon them or any of them, on account of relig-
ion, sovereignty, trade or any other pretence
whatever."

In order to guard against any misconstruction
oftheir compact, the several States made ex-
plicit declaration, in a distinct article, that
"each State retains its sovereignty, freedom
and independence, and everypower, jurisdiction,
and right, which is not by this Confederation ex-
pressly delegated to the United States in Con-
gress assembled,"

Under this contract of alliance, the war of the
Revolution was successfully waged, and resulted
in the treaty of peace with great Britain in 1783,
by the terms of which the several States were,
each by .name, recognized to be independent.

The articles of Confederation contained a
clause whereby all alterations were prohibited
unless confirmed by the Legislatures of every
State, after being agret d to by the Congress;
aud in obedience to this provision under tne re-
solution of Congress of the 21st of February, 17-
--87, tbe several States appointed delegates, who
attended a Convention "for the sole and express
purpose of revising the articles of Confederation
and reporting to Congress and the several Leg-
islatures such alterations and provisions therein
as shall, when agreed to in Congress, and con-
firmed by the States, render the Federal Consti-
tution adequate to the exigencies of the Govern-
ment and the preservation of the Union."

It was by the delegates chosen, by the several
States, under the resolution just quoted, that
the Constitution of the United States was framed
in 1787, and submitted to the several States for
ratification, as shown by the 7th article, which
is in these words?

"The ratification of the constitutions of nine
Slates shall be sufficient for the establishment ot
this Constitution between the States ratifying
the same.''

I have italicised certain words in the quota-
tion just made, for the purpose of attracting at-
tention to the singular and marked caution with
which the Statesendeavored, in every possible
form, to exclude the idea that the separate and
independent sovereignty of each State was merg-
ed into one common government and nation;
and the earnest desire they evinced to impress
on the Constitution its true character?that of
& compact between independent States.

The Constitution of 1787 having, however,
omitted tho clause already recited from the ar-
ticles of confederation, which provided, in ex-
plicit terms, that each State retained its sover-
eignty and independence, some alarm was felt
in the States when invited to ratify the Consti-
tution, lest this omission should be construed
into an abandonment of their cherished princi-
ples, and they refused tp be satisfied until a-
mendments were added to the Constitutions,
placing beyond any pretence of doubt, the reser-
vation by the States of all their sovereign rights
and powers?not expressly delegated to the Uni-
ted States by the Constitution.

Strange indeed must it appear to the impar-
tial observer, but it is none the less true, that all
these carefully worded clauses proved unavailing
to prevent tbe rise and growth, in the northern
States, of a polical school which has persistently
claimed that the Government thus formed was
not a compact between States, but was in effect
a national government, set up above and over
tbe States. Anorganization, created by the
States to secure the blessings of liberty and
independence against foreign aggression, has
been gradually perverted into a machine for their
control in their domestic affairs ; the creature
has been exalted above its creators; the prin-
cipals have been made subordinate to the agent
appointed by themselves.

The people of the Southern States, whose al-
most exclusive occupation was agriculture, early
perceived a tendency in the Northern States to
render the common government subservient to
their own purposes, by imposing burthens on
commerce as a protection to their manufacturing
and shipping interests. Long and angry con-
troversy grew out of these attempts, often suc-
cessful, to benefit one section of the country at
the expense of the other; and the danger of dis-
ruption arising from this cause was enhanced by
tbe fact that the Northern population was in-
creasing by immigration and other causes in a
greater ratio than the population of the South.?
By degrees as the Northern States would gain
jpreponderance in the National Congress, self-
interest taught their people to yield ready assent
to any plausible advocacy of their right as a ma-
jority to govern the minority without control;
they learned to listen with impatience to the
suggestion of any constitutional impediment to
the exercise of their will; and so utterly have
the principles of the Constitution been corrupted
in the Northern rrind, that in the inaugural ad-
dress by President Lincoln in March last, he as-
serts as an axiom which he plainly deems to be
undeniable, that the theory of the Constitution
requires that in all cases the majority shall gov-
ern ; and in another memorable iustance, the
same Chief Magistrate did not hesitate to liken
the relations between a State aud tbe United
States to those which exist between a county
and the State in which it is situated and by
which it was created. This is the lamentable
and fundamental error on which rests the policy
that has culminated in his declaration of war
against these Confederate States.

In addition to the long-continued and deep-
seated resentment felt by the Southern Slates at
tne persistent abuse of the powers they had del-
egated to the Congress for the purpose of en-
riching the manufacturing and shipping classes
of the North at the expense of the South, there
has existed another subject of discord, involving
interests of such transcendant magnitude, as at
all times to create the apprehension in the
minds of many devoted lovers of the Union, tbat
its permanence was iuipos.-ible.

Wben the several States delegated cjrtain
powers to tho United States Congress, a large
portion of the laboring population consisted of
African slaves, imported into the Colonies by
the mother country. In twelve out of the thir-
teen States negro slavery existed, and th- right
of property in blave.N was protected by law. This
property was recognized in the Constitution,
and provision was made against its loss by the
escape of tho slave. The increase in the num-
ber of slaves by further importation from Africa
was also secured by a clause forbidding Congress
to prohibit the slave trade anterior to a certain
date ; and in no clause can there be found any
delegation of power to the Congress authorizing
it in any manner to legislate to the prejudice,
detriment, or discouragement < of the owners of
that species of property, or excluding it from the j
uroU'Otiou of the Government.

The climate and soil of the Northern States Jsoon proved unpropitious to the continuance of
slave labor, whilst the converse was the case at
the South. Under t: o unrestricted free inter-
course between the two sections, the Northern
States consulted tbeir own interest by selling
their slaves to the South, and prohibiting slavery
within their limits. The South were willing pur-
chasers of a property suitable to their wants, and
paid the price ol the acquisition without harbor-
ing a suspicion that their quiet possession was
to be disturbed by those who were inhibited,
not only by want of Constitutional authority,
but by good faith as venders, from disquieting a
title emanati g from themselves.

As soon, however, as the Northern Statesthat
prohibited African slavery within their limits
had reached a number sufficient to give their re-
presentationa controling voice in the Congress,
a persistent and organized system of hostile
measures against the rights of the owners of
siaves in the Southern States was inaugurated,
and gradually extended. A continuous series
of measures was devised and prosecuted for the
purpose of rendering insecure the tennre ofprop-
erty in slaves ; fanatical organizations, supplied
with money by voluntary subscriptions, were as.
siduously engaged in exciting amongst the slaves
a spirit of discontent and revolt; means were
furnished for their escape from their owners,
and agents secretly employed to entice them to
abscond ; the constitutional provision for their
rendition to their owners was first evaded, then
openly denounced jp a vi':jationof conscientious
obligation and religious utity ; men were taught
that it was a merit to elude, disobey, and vio-
lently oppose the execution of the laws enacted
to secure the performance of the promise con-
tained in the constitutional compact; owners of
slaves were mobbed and even murdered in open
day, solely for applying to a magistrate for the
arrest of a fugitive slave ; the dogmas of these
voluntary organizations soon obtained control of
the Legislatures of many of the Northern States,
and laws were passed providing for the punish-
ment by ruinous fines ai.d long continued im-
prisonment in jails and penitentiaries, 01 citi-
zens of the Southern States who should dare to
ask aid of the officers of the law for the recovery
of their property. Emboldened by success, the
theatre of agitation and aggression against the
clearly expressed constitutional rights of the
Southern States was transferred to the Congress ;
Senators and Representatives were sent to the
common couueils of the nation, whose chief title
to this distinction consisted in the display of a
spirit of ultra fanaticism, and whose business
was, not "to promote the general welfare or en-
sure domestic tranquility," but to awaken the
bitterest hatred against the citigens of sister
States by violent denunciation of their institu-
tions ; the transaction of public affairs was im-
peded by repeated efforts to usurp powers not
delegated by the Constitution, for the purpose
of impairing the security of property in slaves
aud reducing those States which held slaves to
a condition of inferiority. Finally, a great par-
ty was organized for the purpose of obtaining
the administration of the Government, with the
avowed object of using its power for the total
.xclusion of the slave States from all participa-
tion in the benefits of tbe public domain, acquir-
ed by all the States in common, whether by con-
questor purchase ; of surrounding them entirely
by States in which slavery should be prohibited ;

of thus reuderiug the property in slaves so inse-
cure as to be comparatively worthless, and there-
by annihilating in effect property worth thou-
sands of millions of dollars. This party, thus
organized, succeeded, in the month of November
last, in the election of its candidate for the Pres-
idency of the United States.

In the meantime, under the mild and genial
climate of tbe Southern States, and the increas-
ing care and attention tor the well-being and
comfort of the laboring class, dictated alike by
interest and humanity, the African slaves had
augmented in number from about 600,00U, at the
date of the adoption of the constitutional com-
pact, to upwards of 4,000,000. In moral and
social condition they had been elevated from bru-
tal savages into docile, intelligent and civilized
agricultural laborers, and supplied not only with
bodily comforts, bUrt with careful religious in-
struction. Under ol a superior
race, their labor had been so directed as not only
to allow a gradual and marked amelioration of
tbeir own condition, but to convert hundreds of
thousands of square- miles of the wilderness in-
to cultivated lands, covered with a prosperous
people ; towns and cities had sprung into exist-
ence, and had rapidly increased in wealth and
population under the social system of the South ;

the white population of the Southern slavehold-
ing States had augmented i'roni about 1,250,000
at the date of the adoption of the Constitution,
to more than 8,500,000 in 1860, and tne produc-
tions ot the South in cotton, rice, sugar and to-
bacco, for the full Oevelopment and continuance
of which the labor of African slavery was and is
indispensable, had swollen to an amount which
formed nearly three-fourthsof the exports ofthe
whole United States, and had become so abso-
lutely necessary to the wants ofcivilized man.

With interests of such overwhelming magni-
tude imperilled, the people of the Southern
States were driven by the conduct of the North
to the adoption of some coarse of action to avert
the dangerwith which they were openly menaced.
With this view tha Legislatures of the several
States invited the people to select delegates to
conventions, to be held for the purpose of deter-
mining for themselves what measures were best
adapted to meet so alarming a crisis in their his-
m>tt. _

,
?
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?.. i »....-..,0r tn nhsnrva that from aHere it may be proper to observe mai ironi a

period aa early as 1808 there had existed in all
of the States of the Union a party, almost unin-

terruptedly in themajority, based upon the creed
that each State was, in the last resort, the sole
judge, as well of its wrongs as of the mode and
measure of redress. Indeed, it is obvious, that
under the law of nations, this principle is an ax-
iom, as applied to the relations of independent
sovereign States, such as those which had united
themselves under the constitutional compact?
The Democratic party of the United States re-
peated, in its successful canvass iv 18ob, the de-
claration made in numerous previous political
contests, that it would "faithfully abide by and
uphold the principles laid down in theKentucky
and Virginia resolutions of 1798, and in the re-
port of Mr. Madison to the Virginia Legislature
in 1799; and that it adopts those principles as
constituting one of the ihain foundations of its
political creed."

The principles thus emphatically announced
embrace that to which 1 have already adverted,
the right of each State to judge of, and redress
the wrongs of which it complains. These prin-
ciples were maintained by overwhelming majori-
ties of the people ofall the States of the Union
at different elections, especially in the elections
of Mr. Jefferson in 1805, Mr. Madison in 1809,
and Mr. Pierce in 1852.

In the exercise of a right so ancient, so well

establishedand so necessary forself-preservation,
the people of the Confederate States in then-
Conventions, determiued that the wrongs which
they had suffered, and the evils with which they
were menaced, required that they should revoke
the delegation oi powers to the Fednral Govern-
ment which they had ratified in their several
Conventions. They consequently passed ordi-
nances resuming all their rights as sovereign aud
indeperidemt States, aud dissolved tbeir connec-
tion with other States oi the Union.

Having done this they proceeded to form a
new compact among themselves, by new articles
of confederation, which have been also ratified
by the Conventions of the sereral States with an
approach to unanimity far exceeding that of the
conventions which adopted the Constitution ot
1787 They have organized their new govern-
ment in all its departments; the functions of the
Executive, Legislative, and Judicial Magistrates
are performed in accordance with the will oi the
people as displayed, not merely in acheerful ac-
quiescence, but in the enthusiastic support of
the government thus established by themselves;
and but for tbe interference of the government
of the U. S. in this legitimate exercise of the
right oi a people to self-government, happiness
and prosperity would now smile on our land.

That peace is ardently desired by this govern-
ment and people, has been manifested in every
possible torni. Scarce had you assembled in
February last, when, prior even to the inaugura-
tion of the Chief Magistrate you had elected, you
passed a resolution expressive ofy\>ar desire for
the appointment of Commissioners to bo sent to
the Government of the United States, ''for the
norpoM of negotiating friendly relations be-
tween that governmentand theConfedcrate States
of America, aud for the settlement of all ques-
tions of disagreement between the two Govern-

-1 ments upon principles of right, justice and good
faith." .

It was my pleasure as well as my duty to co-
operate with you in this work of peace. Indeed,
in my address to you on taking the oath of of-
fice, and before receiving from you the commu-
nication of this resolution, I had said, "as a ne-

cessity, not ofchoice, we have resorted to the
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J remedy of separation, and henceforth our* ener-
gies must be directed to the conduct of our own
affairs and the perpetuity of the Confederacy
which we have formed. If a just perception of
mutual interest shall permit us peaceably to pur-
sue our separate political career, my most earn-
est desire will have been fulfilled."

It was in furtherance of these accordant views
of the Congress and the Executive tbat I made
choice of three discreet, able and distinguished
citizens, who repaired to Washington. Aided
by their cordial co-operation, and that of the
Secretary of State, every effort compatible with
self-respect and the dignity of the Confederacy
was exhausted before I allowed myself to yield
to the conviction that the government of the U.
S. was determined to attempt the conquest of
this people, and that our cherished hopes of
peace were unattainable.

Ou the arrival ot our Commissionersin Wash-
ington, on the sth March, they postponed, at the
ouggestioo of a friendly intermediary, doing more
ihan giving informal notice of theirarrival. This
was done with a view to afford time to the Pres-
ident wh .< had jut been inaugurated, for the
discharge of other pressing official duties in tbe
organization of bis administration, before en-
gaging his attention ia the object of tbeir mis-
sion. It was uot until tbe 12th of tbe mouth
(hat tbey officially addressed the Secretary of
State, informing bim of the purposes of their
arrival, and stating in tbe language of their in-
structions their wish to "make the Government j
of ibe Uoited Slates overtures for tbe opening
ol negotiations, assuring the Government of tbe |
United States tbat the President, Congress and
people of the Confederate States earnestly de-
sire a peaceful solution of these great questions;
that it is neither their interest nor their wish to
make any demand which is not founded on
strictest justice, cor do any act to injure their
late confederate j.

To tbis communication no formal reply was
received until the Bth April. During tbe inter
val the Commissioners bad consented to waive
all questions of form. With the firm resolve to
to avoid war, if possible, they went so fai, even,
as to hold, during tbat long period, unofficial in-
to'course, through an intermediary, whose high
position and character inspired the hope of suc-
cess, aud through whom constant assurances
were received from the Governmentof the TJni
fed States of peaceful intentions; of the deter-
mination to evacuate Fort Sumter; that no meas
are changing the existing status prejudicially to
(be Confederate States, especially at Fort Pick-
ens, was iv contemplation, but that in the event
ot any change ot intention on the subject, notice
would be given to the Oommissioteis. The
crooked paths of diplomacy can scarcely furnish
an example so wanting in courtesy, in candor
aud direomess, as was the course ot tbe United
Slates Government towards our Commissioners
iv Washington. For proof ot this I refer to
ilie annexed documents marked ???, taken
iv connection with further facts, which I now
proceed to relate:

Eirly In April the attention of the whole
country, as well as that of our Commissioners,
vas attracted to extraordinary preparations for
in exteu.-ive military and naval expedition in
New York and other Northern port3. These

reparations commenced in secresy, for an expe
lition whose destination was concealed, only
neoamekuowu when nea ly completed, and o
he sih, 6th and 7th of April, transports and

vessels of war, with troops, munition-, and mili-
tary supplies, sailed from Northern ports bound
Southwards. Alarmed by so extraordinary a
demonstration, the Commissioners requested the
delivery of an answer to their official communi-
cation of the 12rh of March, and thereupon re
ivived, on the 8 h April, a reply dated cv the
15th of the previous month, from which it ap
pears that during the whole interval, whilst the
Commissioners were reoeiving assurances calcti
Uted to inspire hope ot the success ot their mis
sion, the Secretary ot State and the President of
th*- United States had already determined to hold
no intercourse with them whatever; to refuse
eveu to listen to any proposals they had to make
and had profited by the delay oreated by their
own assurances in order to prepare secretly the
means for effective hostile preparations.

That these assurances were given has been
virtually confessed by the Government of the
United States, by its sending a mesenger to
Charleston, to give notice of its purpose "to use
force, if opposed in its intention of supplying
Fort Sumter. No more striking proof of the
tbsence of good taith in the conduct ot the Gov-
ernment of the United States towards this Con-
federacy can be required, than is contained in
the circumstances which accompanied this no-

to depart freely witb all bis command, and was
escorted to the vessel iv wbicb be embarked
with the highest marks of respect from those
against whom bis guns bad been so recently di-

jrected. Not only does every event connected
I with the siege reflect tbe highest honour upon
! South Carolina, but the forbearanceof the people
jand of this government from making any barsh
use of a victory obtained under circumstances of
such pecaliar provocation, attest to the fullest
extent the absence of any pnrpose beyond se-
curing tbeir own tranquility, and the sincere
desire to avoid the calamitiesof war.

Scarcely bad the President of the U. States
I received intelligence ot tbe failure ot tbe scheme
vhich he had devised for tbe reinforcement of
Fort Sumter, wben he issued the declaration of
war against this Confederacy which bas prompt-
ed me to convoke you. In tiiis extraordinary
production, that high functionary affects total
ignorance of the existence of an Independent
Government, which possessing the entire and
enthusiastic devotion of its people, is exercising
its functions without question, over seven sov-
ereign States?over more tban five millions ot
people?and over a territory whose area exceeds
half a million of square miles. He terms soy
ereign States "combinations too powerful to be
suppressed by the ordinary coarse of judicial
proceedings, or by the powers vested in the mar-
shals by law." He calls for an army of seventy-
five thousand men to act as a posse comitatuaiu
aidof the process of the courts ot justice in States
where no courts exist whose mandates and de-
crees are not cheerfally obeyed aod respected by
a willing people. He avows that "the first ser-
vice to be assigued to tbe forces to be called out,
will be, not to execute tbe,process of courts, but
to capture forts and strongholds situated within
the admitted limits of tbis Confederacy, and
garrisoned by its troops; and declarethat "this
effort" is intended "to maintain the perpetuity
of popular government." He concludes by com-
manding "the persons composing tbe combina-
tions aforesaid," to wit: tbe five millions of in-
habitants of these States, "to retire peaceably to
their respective abodes within twenty days."

Apparently contradictory as are the terms of
this singular document, one point was unmistak-
ably evident. The President of tbe U. States
called for an army of seventy-five thousand men,
whose first service was to capture our forts. It
was a plain declaration of war wbicb 1 was not
at liberty to disregard, because of my knowledge
that under the Constitution of tbe United States
the President was usurping a power granted ex-
clusively to the Congress. He is tbe sole organ
or communicaiion between that country and
foreign powers. The law of nations did not
permit to question the authority of the Execu-
tive of a toreign nation to declare war against
this Confederacy. Although I might have re
trained from taking active measures for our de-
fence, it the States of the Uniou had all imitated
the action of Virginia, North Carolina, Arkansas,
Kentucky, Tennessee aud Missouri, by denounc-
ing the call foi troops as an unconstitutional
usurpation of power to which they refuse to
respond, I was not at liberty to disregard tbe
tact tbat many of the States seemed quite con-
tent to submit to the exercise of the power as-
sumed by tbe President of tbe United Slates,
and were actively engaged in levying troops to
be indicated in the proclamation.

Deprived of theaid of Ccngress at the moment,
I was under the necessity of Confining my action
to a call on the State for volunteers for the ootn-
uiou defence, in accordance with the authority
you had confided to me before your adjournment.
1 deemed it proper further to issue proclamation
inviting application from persons disposed to aid
our defence in private armed vessels on the high
seas, to the end that preparationsmight be made
for the immediate issue of letters of marque and
reprisal, which you alone, under the Constitu-
tion, have power to grant. I entertain no doubt
you wi 1 concur with me in the opinion that in
the absence of a fleet of \ üb:iq vessels, it will
be eminently expedient to supply their place
by private armed vessels, so happily styled by
the publicists of the United States, ki the militia
of the sea," and so often and justly relied on by
them as efficient and admirable instruments of
defensive warfare. I earnestly recommend the
iiiiLuadiaie passage of a law authorizing me to
accept he numerous proposals already received.

I cannot close this review of the aots of the
United States withoutreferring to a proclamation
issued by their President under date of the 19th
April, in which, after declaring that an insur-
rection has broken out in this Confederacy
against the Government of the United States, he
announces the blockade of all the ports of these
States, and threatens to punish as pirates all
persons who sha'.l molest any vessel ot the U- &.

under letters of marque issued by this govern-
ment. Notwithstanding the authenticity of this
proclamation you will concur with me that it is
haid to believe that it could have emanated from
a Ptesident of the United States. Its announce-
ment of a mere paper blockade is so manifestly
a violation of the law of nations that it would
seem incredible that it could have been issued
by authority: hnt conceding this to be the case,
so far as the Executive is concerned, it will be
difficult to satisfy the people of these States that
their late confederates will sanction its declara-
tions, will determine to ignore the extermination
on both sides, by treating as pirates open ene -

mies acting under the authority of commissions
issued by an organized Government. If sach
proclamation was issued, it could only have been
published under the sudden influence of passion,
and we may rest assured mankind will be spared
the horrors of the conflict it seems to invite.

tice. According to the usual course of naviga-
tion, the vessels composing the expedition, de-
signed for the relief of Fort Sumter, might be
expected to reach Charleston harbor on the 9th
April; y«t with our Commissionersaptualiy in
Washington, detained under assurances that no-
tice wa» not addresstd to them, but a messenger
was Bent to Charleston to give the notice to the
Governor of South Carolina, and the notice was
so given et a late hour on the Bth ot April, the
eve of the very day on which the fleet might be
expected to arrive. That this manoeuvre failed
iv its purpose was not the fuult of those who
contrived it. A heavy tempest delayed the ar-
rival of the expedition, and gave time to the
Commander of our forces at Charleston to ask
aud receive the instructions of this Government.
Even then, under all the provocation incident to
i lie contemptuous refas-al to listen to our Com-
missioners, and the toituoqa course oi the Gov-
ernment of the United States, I was sincerely
anxious to avoid the effus'on of blood, and di-
rected a proposal to be made to the Commander
uf Furt Sumter, who had avowed himself to be
nearly out of provisions, tbat we would abstain
trom directing our fire on Fort Sumter, if he
would promise not to open fire on our forces un-
less first attacked. This proposal was retused,
and the conclusion was reached that \.ha design
of the United States was to place the besieging
force at Charleston, between the simultaneous
fire of the fleet and the tort. There remained,
therefore, no alternative but to direct that the
fort should ft once be reduced. This order was
executed by General Beauregard, with the skill
and success which were naturally to be expected
trom the well known character of that gallant
officer; and although the bombardment lasted
out thirty-three hours, our flag did uot wave over
its batiered walls until after the appearance of
ihe hostile fleet off Charleston. Fortunately not
a life was lost ou oar side, and we were gratified
in being spared the necessity of a useless effusion
of blood by the prudent cautiou ot the officers
who commanded the fleet iv abstaining from the

futile effort to eater the harbor for the
h lief of Major Anderson. I refer to the report
ot the Secretary ot War and the papers which
accompany if, tor further details in this brilliaat

In this connection I cannot refrain from a well
deserved tribute to the noble State, the eminent
soldierly qualities of whose people were so con-
spicuous by displayed in the port of Charleston.
For months they had been iiritated by the
spectacle of a fortress held within their principal
iiarbor, as a standing mena- c against their peaoe
and independence. Built iv part with their owu
ihouey, its custody confided with their own con-
-cut to au agent, who held no power over them
oiber than such as they themselveshad delegated
lor theirown benefit, intended to be used by that
agent for their own protection against foreign
attack, they saw it held with persistent tenacity
as a means of offence against them by the Gov-
ernment which they had established for their
protection. They had beieagured it tor months?

Bentire confidence in their power to capture
yet yielding to thoreqnircineiitrot discipline
>ed their impatieu-e, submitted without com-

plaints to the uuaecustoined hardships,laborsand
privations of a protracted siege; and when at
length their patience was rewarded by the signal
tor attack and biiccess had crowned their steady
and gallant conduct?even in the very moment
of triumph they evinced a chivalrousregard for
the teeiing9 of the brave but unfortunate officer
who had been compelled to lower his flag. All
manifestations of exultation were checked iv
their presence. Their commanding General,
with their cordial approval and the consent of
his government, refrained from imposing any
terms that could wound the sensibilities of the
commander of the fort. He was iiermitted to
retire wif.li the honors of war?to salute Ida flag,

For the details oi' the administration of the I
different departments, I refer to the reports ofj
the Secretaries which accompany this message.

The Siate Department has furnished the nec-
essary instructions for three Commissioners who
have beeu sent to Eugland, France, Russia and
Belgium, s-ince your adjournment, to our
recognition as a member of the tamily of nations,
aud to make with each of these powers treati.-s
of amity and commerce. Further steps will be
taken to enter into like negotiations with the
other European powers in pursuance of your
resolutions passed at the last session. Sufficient
time has not yet elapsed since the departure ot
these Commissioners tor the receipt of any in-
telligence from them. As I deem it desirable
that Commissioners or other diplomatic agents
should also be sent at an early period to th«
independent American powers South of our
Confederacy, with ail of whom it is our interest
ahd earnest wish to maintain the most cordial
aud lriendly relations, I suggest the expediency
u£ making the necessary appropriations for that
purpose.

Having been offiaiaUy notified by the public
authorities of the State of Virginia that she had
withdrawn lrom the Union, and desired to main-
tain the closest political relations with us which
it was possible at this time to establish, I com-
missioned the Hon. AlexauderH. Stephens, Vice
President of the ConfederateStates?, to represent
this government at Richmond. lam happy to
inform you that he has concluded a convention
with the State of Virginia, by which that hon-
ored Commonwealth so loug and so justly dis
tmguished among her sister States, and so dear
to the hearts of thousands of her children in the
Confederates States, has united her power aud
her fortunes with ours, and become one of us.

This convention, together with the ordinance
ot Virginia, adopting the Provisional Constitu-
tion of the Confederacy, will be laid before you
tor your constitutional action. I have satisfac-
tory assurances trom other of our late confede-
rates that they are on the point of adopting
similar measures, end 1 caunot doubt that ere
you shall have beeu many weeks in session the
whole of the slaveholding States of the late
Union will respond to the call of honor and
i flection, and by uniting their fortunes with ours,
promote our common interests aud secure our
common safety.

Iv the Treasury Department, regulations have
been devised and put into execution tor carrying
out the poiicy indicated in your legislation on
the subject of the navigation of the Mississippi
river as well as for the colieotiou of revenue on
the frontier. Free transit has been secured for
vessels and merchandize passing through the
ConfederateStates; and delay and inconvenience
have beeu avoided,as tar as possible, in orgau-
iz ng the revenueservioe for the various railways
entering our territory. As fast as experience
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shall indioate tbe possibility of improvement in
these regulations, no effort will be spared to free
commerce from all unnecessary embarrassments
and obstructions.

Uunder yonr act authorizing a loan, proposals
were issued inviting subscriptions tor five millions
of dollars, aod tbe call was answered by tbe
prompt subscription of more tban eight millions
by oar own citizens, and not a single bid was
madeunder par. Tbe rapid developmentsof the
purpose of tbe President of tbe United States to
invade oar soil, capture oar forts, blockade oo»
ports and wage war against as, indoce me to
direct that tbe entire subscription should be
accepted. It will now become necessary to raise
means to a mucb larger amount to defray tbe
expenses of maintaining oar independence and
repelling invasion. I invite yoor special attention
to tbis subject, and tbe financial condition of tbe
Government, witb tbe suggestion of ways and
means for tbe supply of the Treasury, will be
presented to yoa in a separate communication.

To the Department of Justice yoa have con-
fided not only tbe organization and supervision
of justice,bat also those connected with patents
and witb tbe bureau of ptblic printing.

Since your adjournment, all tbe courts, with
tbe exception of those of Mississippi and Texas,
bave been organized by tbe appointmentof Mar-
shals and District Attorneys, and are now pre*
pared for tbe exercise of tbeir functions.

lo tbe two States jast named, tbe gentleman
confirmed as Judges declined to accept the ap-
pointment, and no nominations have yet been
made to fill tbe vacancies. I refer you to the
report of the Attorney General, and concur in
his recommendation for immediate legislation,
especially ou tbe subject ofpatent rights. J*arly
provisions should be made to secure to tbe sub-
jects of foreign nations tbe full enjoyment of
tbeir property in valuable inventions, and to ex-
tend to our own citizens protection, not only for
tbeir own inventions, but for suob as may bave
been assigned to tbem, or may hereafter be as-
signed by persons not alien enemies.

Tbe Patent Office business is mucb more ex-
tensive and important tban had been anticipated.
Tbe applications for patents, although confined
uuder the law exclusively to citizens ofour Con-
federacy, already average seventy per month,
showing tbe necessity tor tbe prompt organiza-
tion of a bureau of patents.

Tbe Secretary of War in bis report and ac-
companying documents,conveysfull information
concerning tbe foroes, regular, volunteer and
provisional, raised and called tor onder the sev-
eral acts of Congress, their organization and dis-
tribution. Also, an account of the expenditures
already made, and tbe farther estimates for tbe
fisoil year ending on tbe 18th of February, 1862,
rendered necessary by recent events, 1 reter to
his report also tor a tull history ol the occurren-
ces in Charleston harbor, prior to and including
tbe bombardment and redaction ot Fort Sumter,
and of tbe measures subsequently taken for tbe
common defence, on receiving intelligence of tbe
declamtiou of war against us made by the Pres-
ident ot the United States. There are now in
the field at Charleston, Pensacola, Forts Mor-
gan, Jackson, St. Philip and Pulaski, 19,000 wen,
and 16,000 are now en route for Virginia. It ia
proposed to organize and bold in readiness tor
instant action, in view ot tbe present exigencies
ot tbe country, au army of 100,000 men. If
further force should be needed, tbe wisdom and
patriotism of Congress will be confidently ap-
pealed to for authority to call into the field ad-
ditional numbers of our noble-spirited volunteers,
wbo are constantly tendering service far iv ex-
cess of our wants.

The operations ot the Navy Department have
been necessarily restricted by tbe fact that suffi-
cient time has Lot yet elapsed for the purchase
or construction oi' more than a limited number
of vesaeldadapted to the public service. Two
vessels purchased bave been named the "Sumter"
aud "Macree," and are now being prepared tor
sea at New Orleans with all possible dispatch.?
Contracts have also been made at tbat city with
two different establishments for the casting of
ordnance, cannon, shot and shell with the view
to encourage the manufacture of these articles so
indispensable for our defence, at as many points
within our territory as possible.

I call your attention to the recommendation of
the Secretaryfor the establishment ofa magazine
and laboratory lor preparation of ordnance
stores, and the necessary aporopriation tor thai
purpose. Uitiierto such stores have usually Ueea
prepared at the navy-yards, and no appropria-
tion was made at your last session tor thisobject.

Tbe Secretary also calls attention to the fact
that no provision has been made for tbe payment
of invalid pensions to our own citizens. Many
of these persons are advanced in iite, they have
no means of support, and by the secession of
these States have been deprived of tbeir claims
against the Government of the United States.?
I recommend the appropriation of the sum nec-
essary to pay these pensioners, as well as those
ot the army, whose claims can scarcely exceed
seventy thousand dollarsper annum.

The Postmaster General has already succeeded
in organizing bis department to such an extent
as to be in readiness to assume the direction of
our postal affairs, on the occurrenceof the con-
tingency contemplated by the actof 15th March,
1861, or even sooner, if desired by Congress.?
The various books and circulars have been pre-
pared, and measures taken to secure supplies of ~

blanks, postage stamps, stamped envelopes, mail
bags, locks, keys, etc. He presents a detailed
classification and arrangement of his clerical
force, aud asks tor its increase. An auditor of
the treasury for this department is neoessary,
and a plan is submitted for the organization ot
his bureau. The great number and magnitude
of the accounts oi this department,require an in-
crease of the clerical force in the accounting
branch in the Treasury. The revenues of this *?'

department are collected and disbursed in modes
peculiar to itself, aud require a special bureau to
secure a proper accountability in the administra-
tion ot its finances.

1 call your attention to the additional legisla-
tion required for this department to the recom-
mendation for changes in the law fixing therates
ot postage ou newspapers, periodicals, and sealed
packages ot certain kinds, and especially to the
recommendation ot the Secretary, in which I
Concur, tbat you provide at once for the assump-
tion by him ot the control ot our entire postal
service.

Iv the military organization of the States, pro-
vision is made tor Brigadier and Major Geuertds,
but in the Army ot the Confederate States the
highest grade is that of Brigadier General.?
Hence it will no doubt sometimes occur that
where troops ot the Consederacy do duty witb
the militia, the General selected tor tbe com-
mand, and possessed of the views and purposes
of this government, will be superseded by an of-
ficer of the militia uot having the same advan-
tage. To avoid this contingency in the leaafc
objectionable manner, I recommend that addi-
tional be given to the Geueral of the Con-
federate Army, concurring in the policy ot haV-
ing only one grade of Generals in tbe Army of
the Confederacy, I recommend that the law of-
its organization be amended,so that the grade bo
that ot General.

To secure a thorough military education, it ia
deemed essential that officers should enter upon
tbe study of their profession at an early period
of life, and bave elementary instruction in a mil-
itary sohool. Until such school shall be estab-
lished, it is recmmended that cadets be appoint-
ed and attached to companies until they shall
have attained tbe age and acquired the knowl-
edge to fit them tor the duties of Lieutenants.

1 shall call your attention to an omission iv
the law organizing the army, iv relation to mili-
tary chaplains, and recommend that provision be
made lor their appointment.

In conclusion, I congratulate you on the faot
that in every portion of our country there has
been exhibited the patriotic devotion to
our common cause. 1 ;iasportation companies
bave freely tendered the ose- ot *heir lines for
troops and supplies. The Presidents ot the rail-
roads of the Confederacy, in oompMS-with oth-
ers who control lines ot communicfttioa with
States that we hope soon to greet as sisters, as-
sembled in Convention in this city, a-d not onlyreduced largely the rate heretoforedemanded tor
mail service and conveyance of troops and matt*
lions, but voluntarily proffered to receive their
compensation at these reducedrates iv the uuada


