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POETRY.
Sunday Evening.

How calmly sinks the parting sua !
Yet twilight lingers still,

And beautiful as dreams ofheaven,
It slumbers on the hill;

Earth sleeps, with all her glorious things,
Beneath the holy spirit's wings,
And rendering back the hues above,
Seem resting in a trance of love.
Bound yonder Bocks the ferest trees

In shadowy groups recline,
Like saints all evening bowed in prayer

Around their holy shrine;
And through the leaves tbe night winds blow
So calm and still?their music low
Seems the mysterious voice ofprayer,
Soft echoed on the evening air.
And yonder western throng of clonds.

Retiring from the sky,
So calmly move, so softly glow,

Tbey seem to fancy's eye.
Bright creatures ofa better sphere
Come down at noon to worship here.
And from their sacrifice of love
Beturning to their home above.

®PEERT DAVIS'
VEGETABLE
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long tested and unrivalled
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ft hats been, favorably known, for more
than, twenty years, during which time we
have received i/uuiaanxl? of testimonials,
shelving this JAedicine to be an almost
never-failing remedyfor diseases causedby.
or attendant upon
Sudden Colds, Coughs, Fever and j£guej
Headache, Ijilious Fever, (Pains in the
Bide, Pjadk, and Loins, as well as in the
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ihe system, and (Pains in th*
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yBOVTDBNC*. B. I.
Sold by dealers every where.

Sept. 11, 1860.

MISCELLANY.
MARRIAGE ENGAGEMENTS.

There are two things which almost every one
Binds it difficult to do easily and with grace.?
One is for a man to announoe orally that he is
going to be married, and the otber is to congrat-
ulate him. Why the announcement should oause
embarrassment is obvious. However proud the
happy lover may feel in bis heart, lie knows that
by saying be is going to be married he at least
exposes himself to the criticism of friendly cu-
riosity. The friend to whom tbe announcement
is made has also many reasons for feeling a little
nervous. Not being a foreigner, be cannot
throw himselfon bis friend's neok and have a
good blubber, and be must confine bis congratu-
lations witbin tbe limits of English reserve.?
The surprise and the oddity of the thing, again,
often overpower every deeper feeling for the
moment, and even the sincerest and warmest
friend has been known to receive tbe affecting
intelligence with no other answer tban one long
peal ot laughter. And tbere is also a deeper
cause ot embarrassment. It is fur tbe person to
whom the news is imparted to continue the con
versatioo. He must ask something, aod wbat is
be to ask ( So far as tbe lady's name goes, aod
the place of her residence, all is straightforward.
But what is to oome next? It is absurd to ask
whether she is pretty, for it is painful to tbe lov-
er, it be is honest, to have to say she is not; aad
if he says she is, every one sets it down as a nat-
ural delusion. Delicacy equally forbids any in-
quiries as to her money. It is taking bo very
marketiug a view to look at the affairot a friend's
heart as a mere bargain. Tbe only obvious and
unexceptionable question is to ask whether it is
to be soon, aud to hear whether there is to be an
engagement or an immediatemarriage. If tbere
is to oe no engagement, the hero is thought more
fortunate than ever. Not to wait at all, but to
go in at once to connubial happiness and the
smoothest of all possible loves, is considered a
great triumph. The best imaginable lot is when
a man has nothing to do but to bang up his hat
in his wife's house. Anything like an engage-
ment is a diminution ot the glory of matrimony.
Engagements are romantio, but they are not bus-
iness-like, and friends always take a remarkably
business like view of each other's marriages; or,
it they do not do so really, at any rate they pre
tend to do so, in order that their reputatiou as
smart, worldly people may not accidently suffer.

Engagements, however,are really the natural
consequences of tbe modern theory of marriage,
whiob supposes that unions spring from affection
based on compatibility of temper, tastes, and
principles. Long engagements are, in theirway,
bad things, but they are justifiable bad things.?
If two persons love each other?and love is the
one great tm..gin their lives that makes tbeir
lives va.uauie?it is very difficult to show that
they do not gain by a long engagement. It is
said that the girl loses the best years of ber life,
and wastes away without the happinessaud res-
pectability of being married. Observations like
this clearly proceed from the secret belief tbat
one man wouldreally doas well for her as anoth-
er. But this is not so, wherethe heart truly and
sincerely loves. No man or woman of a really
tender and constant nature, and once absorbed

i in a great passion, either refused to enter on a
long engagement, or regretted havingformed one.
The lovers themselvescertainly profit by an en-
gagement of some moderate length preceding
marriage. It is aut only that they learn to knoweach other, and have opportunities of seeing
whether the desired harmony really exists, but
many fine feelings never blossom at all if marri-
age immediately fellows on a chance acquaintan-
ceship. The niceties of courtship are superseded
by this levelling rapidity. In the first place,there are no letters, or, at any rate, none worth
speaking ot. There is a smack of furniture and
dress about the correspondenceof a couple that
will not condescend to wait. Now, on all theprinciples of romance aud poetry, letters are a-
mong thechoicest flowers oflove. They express
feelings which would be nipped in tbe bud if
they werenot put on paper. Receiving a love-
letter is undoubtedly a sensation, and a very
pleasant sensation, and why should it not be ex-
perienced ? Probably many engagements are
shortened purposely, because one, or both, of the
parties are conscious that tbey have nothing to
say. But real lovers can go on for pages, and,
what is more, pan bear to read the pages they
receive. A lovtr?a truly happy, ardent, pas-
sionate lover oan stand crossing and scented note-
paper, and both are trials to the male heart in its
natural state. Poetry, too, ought to be written
?or at least tbere ought to be songs without
words passing to and fro. Young people cannot
be mucb in love if tbey donot have"imaginings."
But if they are to be married immediately, poe-
try is quite outof place. Itawife is "a bargain,"
no one wbo bas just paid earnest for ber is like
ly to sing hyms to her. The Arab wrote his
pretty verses to the horse he supposed he was
going to lose, and not to the one that was just
being trotted to bis tent. There appears to us
to be no answer to this argument in favorof "en-
gagements." The pleasure they offer is one
which marriage does not offer; thereforeto fore-
goit is to lose something,and the something that
is loet is the very thing whipb is supposed to. be
the leading characteristic of English matches.?
If everyone went through tbe love vicissitudes
of a novel, there would be no necessity for an
engagement. If there was always a stern father
who interfered exaotly when a passion had been
formed, if the parted couple were being contin-
ually thrown together by the most astonishing
coincidence, aod if the sudden wealth and dig
nify of the hero ultimately brought every one
round, there would have been plenty of love-
making, and tbe sooner tbe parson was applied
to tbe better. But in real lite things are ta-
mer. If an immediate marriage is impossible,
it is generally a choice between total separa-
tion and an engagement; and if the lovers a-
dopt the latter course, they gain more by it
than they would have gained by being marri-
ed immediately?that is, if they have any taste
for tbe poetical and any feelings to express.?
If not, tbe sooner they get to paying taxes and
ordering dinner, the less will their course in
life be ruffled.

Western Virginia *

MARBLE WORKS, tig fAT STAUNTON J
HARRISONBURG. jf^Jj'fc ,

lAIQUIS & KELLEY. Mg
Staanton, April 7, 1858. /

TAYLOR & HOGE,
DEALERS IN

DRY GOODS, GROCERIES,
QUEENSWARE, HATS, CAPS,

BOOTS AND SHOES,
STAUNTOJV, VIRGINIA,

-TTAYE just received a verr large and handsomeJj. stock of FALL AND WINTER GOODS, to
which they invite the attention of purchasers.
t BUunton, Oct. 9. 1860.

DR* JAMES JOHNSTON, SURGICAL *

MECHANICAL DENTIST, having been located
permanently in Staunton for thelast four years, would
respectfully inform his friends and tfc.e pubik gene-
rally, that be still continues to practice Deutistry.in alt
U« various branches, with tbe strictest regard to du-
rability and usefulness.

Office on the south-side of Main Streetopposite the
old Spectator Office.

Staunton, Nov. 29,1854.
«. ?. TEAKLB,

DIALSB IK

AWATCHES. CLOCKS, JEWEL-MR
RY, SILVER AND \u25a0ft

I*L~*TED W
OPPOBITE VA. HOTEL, STAUNTON, VA.

SUunton, July 17.1860.
J. M. MANCiKJcIATTORNEY AT LAW, STAUNTON, VA?

WILL practicein all theCourta held in Staunton,
and in the Circuit Courts of Albemarle ana

Rockingham. Office in the brick-row, in the rear of
the Court-house.

Staunton, Dee. 80,1857.

JOHN WjMBREDITH.
JEWELRI, CLOCKS, WITCHES, 4C.

Main St., Staunton, Va.
Bet" Watches and Jewelry Repaired.
Staunton, Jan. 17.

OCTOR JAMES 11. GLLKESON-Having
located in Staunton, tenders his professionalser-

alees to the public. He may be found, when not pro-
??\u25a0tonally engaged, at the room over the Saddle and

Harness establishment ofMr. O. H. Elick. nearly op.
petite the Post Office.

Stannton Feb. 8.1859?tf.
"

A. D. CHANDLER,UNDERTAKER, *

Staunton, fa.fKEEPS METALIC CASES of all sizes, at Staun
ton and Millborough Depot, at City Prices.

Stannton, July 19, 1859.
Da. HEBHiY AKMBSOV,

OFFICE AND RESIDENCE
VIRGINIA HOTEL

STAUNTON, VA.
Jan. 22, iß6o.?Smo.

R. L. DOYLE, ZAttorney at Law, Staunton, Va.,
WILL practicein the Courts of Augusta, Rock-

bridge, Bath and Highland.
July 29,1857.

4RENTAL NOTICE?Wm. Chapman has re-J moved his office to the old Bell Tavern, near the
irginia Hotel, and opposite Brandeburg's Corner,

?nd adjoining Rankin's Daguerreaa Gallery, where he
will be pleased to see his friends and coatomers.

Staunton, Jan. 81, 1860.
_

J OEL ET TINGER
HAVING located in SUunton is prepared to take

a few more pupils for instruction on Piano and
Guitar. Orders left with J. W. Alby.

Stannton. Pot. 80,1860?tf?Vin. copy.
HE LARGEST AND CHEAPEST stock
of CHINA and GLASS WARE ever offered for

?ale in Staunton, oan be found at
L. B. WALLER'SBtaunton, April 16,1860. Caah Store.

,
QALTPETRE?SOO2) Refined Keystone Saltpe

1 O tre, for aale by P. H. TROUT.Staunton, Nov. 13, iB6O.

LINSEY.? 80 places Linaey,
1 TAYLOR 4 HOGE-????\u25a0ten, Oct. 9, 186*.

Doring the conflagration of Canton caused by
the bombardment of the British, the extensive
medical warehouse of our countryman Dr. J. 0.
Ayer of Lowell, (the depotof his Cherry Pecto
ral and Cathartic Pills, tor China,) was totally
destroyed. He now makes a demand upon onr
government for indemnity from tbe loss ot his
property, and hence will grow another nut to
crack with our eider brother Johnny. Stick to
it Doctor; aud it our Government maintains our
rights wherever your Pills are sold, we shall on-
ly be unprotected on tracts that are very barren.
? Reformer, Trenton, N. J.

{From the Central Presbyterian.
An Appeal for Righteousness and Peace.

U. T. Sem., Hamfdeh Sidney, Va. (
May 11th, 1861. f

Rev. Wm. M. Eagles, D. D., Sr. Editor qf the
"Preebyteriav?''?Rev. and Dear Brother :?

; For twenty years I have taken your paper. In
all this time. I do not remember that I ever
read an editorial with any other feelings than
those of approbation,and often ofadmiration.?
In the number for April 27th, (the last received,
bat recently) X am pained to find manysentences,
in two prominent editorials, which contain grave
errors, and serious imputations on your South-
ern brethren. In writing on the "State of the
Country," you intimate that the issue between
the North and South is in the question "shall
there be a government of laws, or shall our
government be torn assunder by anarchy." Af.
ter blaming the South for beginning the war
you say the "government must and will be sus-
tained," and in the article on "The Excitement,"
you ascribe the aroused warlike spirit of the
North "to intelligence of an endangered Capi-
tal," and expressly avow a belief that this state
of things has been owing to the "unjustifiable
course of the extreme South." You had here-
toforekept a prudent silence, but you now array
yourself on the side of the ultra Black Republi-
can papers, secular and religious, and without
one word ofexplanation of the alleged causes of
the war, or purposes of the South as given by
its own organs, you lead yourreaders to believe
that we are altogether wrong, and the North al-
together right. 1 rejoice that even secular pa-
pers in New England and in New York are found
which do us more justice.

The time for discussion of these topics, has,
alas! passed. Yet, with an honest desire to pro-
mote right views, and such as tend to allay
rather than excite strife, 1 beg leave respectful-
ly and fraternally, to enter a solemn protest, and
an explanation ot its grounds. Relying onyour
known candid, fair and manly course, I venture
to request that you will place it on record in
your paper. I may rely on your sense of jus-
tice to your Southen patrons, for years your
friends in trying times, your wonted courtesy to
these differing from you, your regard for a per-
sonal friend and Christian (though you may think
erring) brother, and your desire to promote the
"things which make for peace," that you will
grant my request. I speak for my Christian
brethren of this region, of whose sentiments I
have had good opportunities to be informed;
and for the old Whig and Union parties, with
which, at tar as proper for a minister, 1 have
been connected.

1. Yourstatement does not present the real
issue. The South has not aimed to produce, nor
has it produced anarchy. Tbe Confederate
States government hasbeen established firmly,
and quietly: with more promptness and una-
nimity than was that of the United States. By
Conventions for the most part, elected with dis-
cretionary powers, or by popular vote in over-
whelming majorities, each State has reserved its
entire sovereignty, and then all united under a
Constitution, in most of its material points, a
copy oftbat of the United States. There has
never been in the seven Stateswhich thus united
last winter, any party of much moment, opposed
to the action taken; and the few who opposed
the incipient proceedings have finally united with
the majority. In North Carolina, Tennessee,
Virginia and Arkansas, the progress to unanimi-
ty was slower, but dissentients, except a tew
in some cities perhaps, and on the extreme
Northern border ofVirginia, are exceedingly few
and far between.

(1.) The true issue is this: shall the governed
when competent, be allowed to select their own
form ofgovernment ? We contend with the De-
claration of Independence for the affirmative.?
It is the principle of our Revolutionary ances-
tors, ofthe founders of the Dutch Republic, of
the Puritans of England, tbe Huguenots of
France, the Presbyterians of Scotland, and the
friends of Constitutional liberty, the world over.
It is that for which the Italians now centend,
whose course you so nobly endorse in tbe same
paper in which you blame us. Let us look at
the facts which sustain this view.

Secession of a State is not rebellion. The
term may be unfortunate, and had best be drop-
ped, but the act we hold lawful, as an act cor-
relative to that by which each State entered the
Union?both being alike acts which pro-suppose
a State sovereignty.

When the Union was formed its constitution
was not referred to the people in the aggregate,
but te the people ofeach State, as a State ; and
each was free to adopt or reject. It could not
be binding till adopted, not by a majority of the
people, but by nine of the States, which might
contain a minority of the whole people. Sever-
al adopted it at once. By others the act of a-
doption was only reached after a long struggle,
and Rhode Island did not adopt it for over two
years. Could any one of these States, if recus-
ant bave been coerced by tbe rest to adopt it, on
the ground ofany essential relations of the States
or the people ? What was done then by the act
ofadoption ? Each State was appealed to, treat-
ed, and acted as a sovereign State. Each was
asked, and in adopting, agreed to part witb cer-
tain attributes of Sovereignty to the Union, and
tbe people of each State voting for adoption,
elected to bave two rulers, one tbe State to
which they naturally belonged or resided in,
and the other this new government formed by
the Union of all the States. Thus the United
States is the creature of the States, not tbe
States the creatures of the U. States. The States
are not to the United States as a county to a
State, a blunder for which even a LondonEditor
rebukes Mr. Lincoln. There can be no country
till there is a State, but States may exist as they
did, without a Union. Collateral to this right
of entering the Union, is the right, for good
cause, to leave it. J. Q. Adams contended for
such a right. Though not provided in the Con-
stitution, it is a right of self-preservation. As
well say, I may not break a contract; which J. may
find is, by another's faults, perverted to my in-
jury. Virginia, in adopting the Constitution of
the United States, expressly reserved this right,
Unless it is conceded, that which was; designed,
for a "more perfect" Union, might become to
any State, especially the weaker, a source of ty-
ranny and oppression.

(2.) But has there been good cause for a re-
sumption of the attributes ofState Sovereignty
by the Southern States ? We affirm there has,
been. True you deny this. So England denied
that theColonies had goqd cause for '{secession."
§o the Prelatist denied the righteousness of the
complaint of Puritans and Presbyterians. So
Baptists denied that of the Reformers. But we
claim to be judges of the cause. I will not no-
tice tbe position of South Carolina or any par-
ticular State. ' We found a party, elected to
power, whose leaders avowed that there should
be no more slave States, that tbe South shouldnot have the right of entering any part of the
territories, (our common heritage) unless without
its slaves; and that the whole moral weight of
the Federal Government should be directed to
the destruction of slavery. A sectional Presi-
dent and Vice President were elected. A gov-
ernment was organized on principles and policy
which excluded, tbe entire South frpni partici-
pation,. It has been often tauntingly said, that
the South bas been offended because its domina-
tion has been ended. This is not so. No South-
ern sectional man was ever made President?no
Southern seotional governmennt was ever or-
ganized, even when tbe South was in the ascend-
ant. Elections and governments have hereto-
fore been controlled on principles which did not
exclude men on sectional grounds; The peoplepf tbe N/orth, and that ag States, as well as by
"Combinations"of individuals, had, for years,
resisted the rendition of fugitive slaves, and, as
far as possible, nullifiedthe Federal laws, and
rebelled against its Government. Now it was
not necessary to await 'overt acts" of govern,
ment against us, according to the declared poli-
cy of its leaders. Our rights under the con-
stitution were denied. You sicerely professyour desire that all such should be granted. So
haye other conservative men done. By plan af-
ter plan, by proposed terms of compromise and
conciliation,various Southern men and the gov-
ernment of Virginia prominent, during the last
six months, have sought from the Black Repub-lican party some guarantee for those rights. Alltheir efforts failed. They were treated with si-
lent scorn, or rejected with jeers, and often in-
sulting refusals. One amendment to the Con-
stitution was referred by Congress to the States,
but there is no probability that many ofthe Re-
publican States will accept it, in truth itprovid-
ed no security. Even if Congress should be in-
hibitedforever, from Interfering(directly) with
slavery in the States, was it not evident that
the whole policy of the party in power, wonld
eventually (as they have expressed the purpose)
result in the destruction of slavery ? - On tbe
other hand, it has been said that the South
?ought to impose slavery everywhere. .This is

too absurdfor notice. Who needs to be assured
that slavery could not exist in Northern territo-
ries ? And in all the compromises and plans
proposed by the South, there was uniformly a
full guarantee prescribed for the relief of the
North from any such fears. Now there may,
and does exist at the South, as there ever has,
a diversity ofsentiment on the social, economi-
cal, and political aspects of slavery. But this
persistent denial of every equal and just right,
irrespective of the special matter involved, has
raised the issue, shall we govern ourselves or
be subject to the North ? Ifthe Northcan thus,
with the forms of the Constitution, but in con-
travention ofits spirit and its compromises, dic-
tate the form ofour social life, so it may of oureconomical, our religious and our civil. We
then make our stand here, and finding no "per.
feet union" longer existing, we elect to go out
of the Union. You may say all this is based on
false interpretations of the Constitution. Ex-
actly ; so you say. So England said ; so Pre-
latists and Papists have ever held Presbyterians
and Reformers to be false interpretersof the Bi-
ble.

Onr action, then, is not rebellion. A State
cannot thus rebel. It is not tbe action of irre-
sponsible combinations, such as those of a
"Whiskey Insurrection," or of the nullification
of Massachusetts or South Carolina.

2. You join the Northern hue and cry, "that
the government must be adaftained." Whence
this new-born zeal to sustain the government ?
Repeatedly, for ten years, has the government
been resisted; its laws decried; its officersmobbed, and threatened, and the execution of
its mandates opposed. Nay more, laws of States
to prevent this execution, and to render it iUe-
gal in the State, have gone into force, and yet
no furious tornado of zeal for sustaining the gov-
ernment has swayed the hearts of the Northern
people. Perhaps when you re-write "The Ex-
citement," you will inquire why such zeal now,and so little heretofore, and may find thus the
true cause of the excitement. This was certain-
ly not that the capital was endangered. This
rumor existed months ago. It neverhadany re-spectable origin, except in tbe statement made
by Mr. Davis tbat, in the contingency of an at-
tack on the South, it might be desirable to repelit by attacking Washington. But tbis had beensaid months ago. No sir, no reliable groundex-
isted for such a rumor, so no such excitement as
you ascribe to it could have resulted. You will
find that that excitement was designedly gottenup. After Sumter fell the Tribune said, omi-
nously, "We have lost Sumter but gained a
united North." The flag had long ago been dis-
honored in tbe affair of tbe "Star of the West,"
but no such "excitement" followed. Mr. Lin-
coln, with professions of peace, was preparing
for war. The large and hostile fleet was sent toCharleston on the "peaceful" mission ofprovis-
ioning seventy half-starvedmen. It was to pro-
voke an attack which would "unite" tbe North.
This has since been avowed on what is regarded
as creditable authority.

3. But while exciting and uniting tbe North,
Mr. Lincoln's policy, evident under the flimsy
veil of the words of the proclamation, that there
should be no invasion except to recover or holdUnited States property, has "excited and united
the South." We asked a peaceful solution of
our troubles. He held the torts and arsenals in
our limits, though not peculiarly ours were for
our defence, or at least not for our injury; and
we took them to prevent being injured. TheSouthern Comni'ssjoners offered to adjust all
such questions ofproperty on equitable terms.?
Virginia, by her Union men, had gone to the
verge of dishonor, rather than secede. When
the armament left New York, the South saw
why her Commissioners had been kept uselessly
waiting three weeks in Washington, that theGovernmentmight get ready to relieve Sumter ;
and when the Proclamation appeared, Virginia
saw that all her peaceful proposals had been in-
dulged only to give tbe Government time topre-
pare for the contingent invasion. That Procla-
mation made more secessionists in one day, than
South Carolina could have .made in ten centu-
ries. Let an impartial worid read the statement
of Judge Campbell of the Supreme Court of the
United States.

4. Now, then, we are in sectional strife by no
fault of ours. We act defensively?we merely
ask to be let alone. We are determined to de-
fend our homes, our religious and civil rights,
our slaves and our land. Ministers, some of the
highest standing, volnnteer to lead our troops.?
In a few weeks Virginia, from an appearance of
tame acquiescence, presents a bold and defiant
attitude. So North Carolina, Tennessee, and
Arkansas. The extreme South is helped, and is
helping. Our troops go under the influence of
a profoundly religious feeling. The camp has
its prayer-meetiugs. Our Churches, Lecture
Rooms, and family circles, are scenes of earnest
prayer for God's guidance and favor to us, and
forgiveness to our enemies. Our slaves take
part with their masters, and scorn the idea of
separation to such freedom as the North offers ;
as they did in theBrown raid of '59. Our free
negroes volunteer by hundreds to work on the
batteries. In short, with the few exceptions a-
bove mentioned, our people are of one mind and
one heart-

6. What then does your government propose ?

To bring us back to the Union? This can never
be done. You may subjugate us, if possible ;
but that will be only by our extermination. The
Union is gone forever. The alternatives now
are, peace and onr independence, and tbat the
two nations be left to work out their destiny,
under God's blessing, and before farther irrita-
tions ensue, to be. mutual aids or protracted
wasting war, ending at last, when botp are ex-
hausted, in a peace as well, and better, to be
made now; or our utter extermination; our
disfancnisement as States, and the division of
our territories among the conquerors, ever to be
annoyed by such remnants of our people as
would still be hidden in the mountains, or re-
turn from exile; or the defeatof the North.?
Now we prefer the first, if driven to the second,
we shall only fight for peace, we do not want
your land. But we will take the third, rather
than yield our right to choose our own govern-
ment.

Why then wage war ? Yon cannot "sustain tbe
Government" in its vain effort fe bring us back.
Consider what you will do. You will waste years
of thought, ofprecious means ofdoing good, of
millions ofmoney, and of bodies and souls of
men; make thousands of widows and orphans;
lay waste aqd sack cities and land; raise up, may
be, a military despotism ; and when you have
subjugated us by all this expense, your armies
will return to overthrowyour owninstitutions.?
Or failing to ruin us, you will have overturned
the foundations of Republican Government and
established agrarianism and radicalism, result-
in despotism. In neither case will the result
be what you propose. Consider how you are
proposing to etject your object. Ido not rely
on rumors, and yet the Tribune and W. Repub-
lican are semi-official organs, and they invoke
the most diabolical spirit, and propose diaboli-
cal measures of ruin, exciting servile war, burn-
ings, pillagings, and devastation, the driving ont
and killing ourpopulation, and, a division of the
spoils. Qne of your newspapers in Pennsylva-
nia incites your volunteers to attack Baltimore,
by telling them "that the city has always been
celebrated for its beautiful women." Billy Wil-
son's Regiment in New York is notoriously
composed ofmen who are utterly destitutute of
moral character, thieves, piccpockets, and ruf-
fians.

Consider too that you propose such, ends by
such meaus, to sustain a precariousright. A man
may have therife^ 1 to shear a wolf, or harness a
lion, but will he undertake to exercise such a
right ? The precedent, too, is dangerous, and
the danger already brewing.

If the United States Government may coerce
us?then how soon, with its increased power,
arising from this war, may it propose some oth-
er coercion ? What is the spirit of tbe party in
power, let the "reign qf terror" now begun in
yonr Cities, answer. Witness the mobbing of
Mr. Van Dyke, and of printing offices in JNew
York, Troy, Concord (N. H.,) and other places.
Witness the restrain on free speech, and a free
press, by men who are professed friends ofboth.
Witness, in short, a tyranny overmens' tho'ts,
and words, such as was never attempted in the
Revolutionary war, nor in that of 1812, nor of
Mexico; consider finally, that this war is waged
in reality under the auspices, and forthe purpo-
ses of men, who have proclaimed a Higher Law
than the Bible?that it is to accomplish the wish-
es of those who decry that book, and denounce
its allowed Institutions.

I make no puling plea for mercy. God forbid.
We agk only justice, and intend to have it; are
willing to have it peaceably?will have it?cost
you, and cost us what it may. But I plead for
humanity?for our common weal?for the hopes
of the world?for the peace of innocent women,
children, and slaves; for thepermanence of good
government?for the safety of right principles?
for the prosperity|of philanthropical schemes?for
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the ark and House of God- for the salvation of
souls?and for the glory of the Redeemer. If
you still persevere upon yourrulers and minis-
ters, your elders, your people, your churches,
your whole social organization be the responsi-
bility, for the ruin which an incensed God may
allow you to call down upon your heads and
ours?our children and the world.

Yours truly, B. H. Smith.
Give us Light and Air*

Our parlors have become simply furniture
warerooms, not "show rooms" eyeD, for light is
essential to a good show of any sort; tbey are
mere palaces for the storage of carpets, pictures,
aod chairs that have cost money, and have no
doubt a money value, but whose office is a sine-
cure, as far as making a comfortable home is
concerned. On calling to see a friend, we are
shown into an utterly dark and airless room.?
After a long time she appears, or something ap-
pears, of which we can dimly discover the out-
line. If she is very amiable, she remarks, by
way of conversation, "this room is rather dark"
and raises one of tbe various coverings of the
windows about an inch. Thereupon comes in a
light streak of sickly hue, that make the previ-
ous darkness more visible. You have the pleas-
ure of hearing her voice, without tbe slightest
notion ofber color, expressionor looks generally.
After you escape into the cheerful brightness oi
out of doors, she steps back into theroom, drops
the shade closely again, and trips up a darkened
stairway into another dark room, tbere to sew,
read or write, all the time straining ber eyes to
the utmost, in her efforts to see in the dark.

Her eyes "trouble her very much"?sbe "has
constant pain in ber eyes and bead"?she has
been to this oculist and to tbat, and bas paid
large sums of money, and is "nothing better."
Tbey all tell her one thing?she must "rest her
eyes"?"she uses tbem too much," and so on.?
No part of this is true, as sbe has never used
ber eyes in any good sense, though she has al-
ways abused them. About every third person
of her acquaintance is affected in the same way,
and "Ob, dear, what oan tbe matter be ?" Her
grandmother?all tbeir grandmothers in "point
of fact"?at eighty-two could sew tbe nicest
and most exact seam, and read the finest print
in the evening, witb the aid of tbe csual glasses.
She lived all her long life in rooms whose shut-
ters were never closed saveat nigbt, and curtains
of any kind there werenone. Tbe sun in their
day did not barm tbe rioh Turkey carpets tbatcovered the floor, or the "portraits by Copley"
bung upon the wall. Her aunt, at seventy-one,
can make as elegaut a button bole as eyes ever
saw, can embroider muslin and cambric in
beautiful style, and in fine, plain sewing bas few
equals. Her mother, at sixty could see to mark
ber own name in full, eighteen letters, witb ber
own bair, on tbe finest linen cambric handker-
chief, and at seventy oan do almost anything
tbat oan be done witb a needle, in the most
workmanlike manner. These three ladies spent
thirty years ot tbeir lives in full view of Boston
harbor, and tbe use of a spyglass was one of
their almost daily recreations. Tbese are not
exceptional cases. Any one can recall similar
facts among the circle of their friends between
tbe ages of sixty and eighty years. But our
modern lady is "troubled with her eyes ;" sbe
has, in fact, no soundness in ber. From the
orown of ber'bead to tbe sole of ber foot, sbe is
a bundle of ailments produced by broken law.?
Boston Transcript.

Military Surgery.
? A practical surgeon communicates tbe follow-
ing sensible hints to army surgeons, soldiers and
sewing circles:

"Lint is almost good for nothing tostop bleed
ing from a sabre or gunshot wound. It sticks to
the wound and has to be pulled outalmost thread
by thread. Sponge pressed into a wound with
some little force is one of the best means to stop
bleeding. Two small sponges furnished to each
soldier would be better than a bushel of lint*?
Manufactured Hut is used to spread ointment
upon in dressing stumps after amputation,wounds
of great extent, &c; but cotton flannel is as good,
if not better, and a great deal cheaper. A rag
wet in cold water is tbe best dressing for gunshot
or sabre wounds. Roller bandages are of scarce-
ly any use for the private soldier. Hear what
G. J. Guthrie, surgeon to the Duke of Welling-
ton, says of them:

A roller, as a surgical application, is useless, if
not injurious. At the first and second battles in
Portugal, everywound bad a roller applied over
it, which soon became stiff, bloody and dirty.?
They did no good, were cut off with soissors,
and thus rendered useless. When really wanted,
at a later period, tbey were not forthcoming.

A large "bundle" handkerchief for each sol-
dier is better than any roller. It should be large
enongh to tie around the largest thigh and leave
plenty of slack. This oan be used as a tourni-
quet when a wound bleedsfast. Roll up & stone
(or some bullets) in the middle of the handker-
chief ; tie the handkerchief loosely around the
limb above tbe wound, so that the stone will lie
upon the artery, which is on the inside of a limb,
except at theknee, where it is behind in the ham;
stick the bayonet swordor ramrod through theslack of the handkerchief, acd twist up till the
blood stops. Hold it so till seen by the surgeon,
slackening a little from time to time if the limb
is numb. Rollers provided for hospital use should
be madeof strong, ooarse cotton, full six yards
long, without seam, acd never more than two
and a quarter inches wide. A wide bandage has
to be torn in two, and a part wasted. "Soft lin-
en" is a popular superstition. Again, sticking
plaster is more useful tban handages. Oommon
plaster spiead in rolls of five yards ie good
enough for ordinary purposej. Every regiment
should have a large supply. But machine spread
plaster is not good enough to hold up great am-
putation flaps; it gives way if the least wet.
Besides the ambulancesfor carrying the wound-

ed, there should be provided, to go with eachcompany, sacking long erough for a man six feet
high to lie comfortably upon, with three rings
on each side, and poles to run through. There
should be irou cross pieces, to keep tbe sacking
almost tense, made to slip over the ends of thepoles. In this way two men oan comfortably
carry a wounded comrade to tbe rear, with his
coat rolled up under his head. To sum up: Two
sponges and a large handkerchief are all tbe
dressings a soldier needs in bis pocket. Do ask
captains not to make the men carry their guns
so straight when they are tired. Tbe Frenchsoldiers, on their march, are allowed to carry
them any way they like."

Have You Enbmiks ??Go straight on and
don't mind them. If they get in your way,
walk round them regardless of their spite. A
man who has no enemies, is seldom good for
anything?he is made of that kind of material
which is so easily worked that every one has a
hand in it. A sterling oharacter fs one who
thinks for hinself, and speaks wbat he thinks;
he is always sure to have enemies. They are as
necessary to bim as fresh air; they keep him
alive and active. A celebrated character who
was surrounded by enemies used to remark
"they are sparks which if you do not blow, will
go out themselves." Let this be your feelingwhile endeavoring to live down the scandal of
those who are bitter against you. If you stop
to dispute, you do but as they desire, and open
the way for more abuse. Let the poor fellowstalk ; there will be a re-action if you perform
but your dutp, and hundreds who were oncealienated from you will flock to you and ac-
knowedge their error.

Mrs. Jefferson Davis.?The common state-
ment that the wife ot Jefferson Davis is thedaughter of Gen. Zachary Taylor, is untrue.?
The first wife of Mr. Davis was Gen. Taylor'sdaughter, a noble woman who has been in hergrave for many years. His present wife is thedaughter ot a prominent citizen of New Orleans
but originally from the North. One of Mrs. Da-vis' relatives in Philadelphiabas joined the" vol-
unteer force of tbat city.

Money should be regarded with a certainseriousness; for it is the quintessence, or rep-resentative, of the gifts of Providence and thetoil of man. It is hard to get and easy to spend.There is peril and blessedness in it. To thewise and good, it is the best of all servants;
to tbe weak and foolish it is the most,terrible
of all tyrants.

For the Spectator.
Warning Against Over Confidence in Poli-

tics, as in Religion, All Important.
"Beware of Peter's word,

Nor confidently say, ?

'I never will deny the Lord,'
But 'grant I never may!' "

Illustrative of tbe frailty of poor human na-
ture, even in those of most eminent and distin-
guished professions of justiceand sectional equal-
ity, and whose teachings, administrations and
antecedents bave entitled tbem to tbe nation's
confidence, I furnish the following extract from
the noble (and then universally applauded) speecb
of Ex-President Fillmore, delivered on bis re-
ception by his admiring fellow-citizensat Albany
on his return from Europe in 1866, then the
nominee of tbe Conservative Whig party for the
President of the United States:

" Sir, you have been pleased to say that I have
tbe union of these States at heart. Tbis, sir, is
most true, for if tberebe one object dearer to me
than any otber, it is tbe unity, prosperity and
glory of tbis great Republic; and I confess frank-
ly, sir, tbat I fear it is in danger. I say nothing
of any particular section, mucb less ot tbe sev-
eral candidates before tbe people. I presume
they are alltbonorable men. dowe
see? An exasperatedfeeling between tbe North
and South, on tbe moat exoiting of all topics
resulting in bloodshed and organized military
array?

"But tbis is not all, sir. We see a political
party presenting candidates for the Presidency
and Vice Presidency, selected for the first time
from the free States alone,with the avowed pur-
pose of electing these candidates by suffrages of
one part of tbe Union only to rule over tbe whole
United States. Oan it be possible tbat those wbo
are engaged in such a measure can bave seriously
reflected upon the consequences which must in-
evitably follow, in case of success? (Cheers.) ?
Would be be required to follow tbe same rule
prescribed by those wbo elected bim, in making
bis appointments? If a man living South of
Mason and Dixon's line be not worthy to be
President or Vice President, would it be proper
to select from the same quarter, as one of bis
Cabinet Council, or to represent tbe nation in a
foreign country ? Or, indeed, to oollect the rev-
enue, or administer the laws of tbe U. States?
If not, what new rule is tbe President to adopt
in seleoting men for office, tbat tbe people them-
selves discard in selecting bim ?

"These are serious, but practical questions, and
in order to appreciate tbem fully, it is only nec-
essary to turn the tables upon ourselves. Sup-
pose tbat tbe South, having a majority of the
Electoral votes, should deolare tbat tbey would
only bave slaveholders for President and Vice
President, and should elect suoh to rule over us
at the North. Do you think we would submit
to it? No, not for a moment. (Applause.) And
do you believe that your Southern brethren are
less sensitive on tbis subject tban you are, or less
jealousof their rights ? (Tremendous cheering.)
If you do, let me tell you tbat you are mistaken,
And, therefore, you see that if tbis sectional
party succeeds, it leads inevitably to the destruc-
tion of this beautiful fabric, reared by our fore-
fathers, cemented by their blood, and bequeath-
ed to us as a priceless inheritance.

"I tell you, my friends, that I speak warmly
on this subject, for I feel that we are in danger.
I amidetermined to make a olean breast of it.?
I will wash my handsof the consequences, what-
ever they may be; and I tell you tbat we are
treading upon tbe brink of a volcano, tbat is
liable at any moment to burst forth and over-
whelm the nation. Imight, by soft words, hold
out delusive hopes, and thereby win votes. But
I can never consent to be one thing to the North
and another to the South. I should despise my-
*elf if Icould be guilty qf such evasion. (Tu-
multuous applause.) For my conscience would:
still ash, with the dramatic poet?

' Is there not some secret curse--'
Some hidden thunder red with immortal wrath?
To blast the wretch who owes his greatnessTo his country's rum ?'"

What an '?'?anathema maranatha" for one to
pronounce against, aod to become liable to him-self.

The same jnst condemnation of sectional nom-
ination of, and sectional support for President
and Vice President,by the people ofone section
alone, ard the same prediction of the inevitable
results are enforoed in all bis speeohes, on his
popular welcome from New York city to Buffalo,and would bave been cordially repeated by sev-
enty thousand In Virginia. Now tbat "the/jonse-
quences, which" (be said) "must inevitably fol-
low, in case of suocess," are upon U9, with fear-
ful threatening and coercive preparation. Now
tbat the prophecy bas been verified by the inev-
itable consequences justified in the teachings,
where do we find the Prophet? Now that the
entire South bas taken the precise attitude tbat
be says the North would occupy, if the case was
theire by the "turning ot the tables upon them-
selves," and that they were taught tbey should
take, and not "submit to it"?"no not for one
moment"?(witb applause)?we find even himindulging and actively engaged in "the madness
or folly of believingthat his Southern brethren
should submit to be governed by such a ChiefMagistrate"

Can it be possible that one so deservedly hon-
ored, as was Millard Fillmore, was insincere
ia these doctrines, and that they were employed
for mere electioneering purposes, when hlmselt
was a national and not a sectional nomineef

Have they lost any of their truth or force now
that the dangers predicted have culminated into
complete success, by the election and inaugura-
tion of a "President and Vice President, for the
first time from the free States alone,by suffrages
of one part of the Union only to role over the
whole United States?" But more. He is not
only "believing that hia Southern brethren
should submit," but is exerting all the power of
a hitherto pure and patriotic public life to influ-
ence and inflame that very political party, pre-
senting candidates for the Presidency and Vice
Presidency from the free States alone," to rally
to arms! to arms!! and toteaoh their Southern
brethren to submit to such a sectional rule, as he
says, "turning the tables upon ourselves." "Do
you think we of the North would submit to it?
No, not for one moment!"

And himself, cloaking the Honored ExPresi-
dent, under the tinseledlivery and waving plume
of military takes the extraordinary
command of Ex-Governors, Ex-Seoators, Ex-
Judges, Ex-Professors, and manifests tbe extreme
of inconsistency and insincerity, and, like "Saul
of Tarsus," is ready to inarch against some
Southern Damascus, and bind hand and foot his
Southern brethren, who are but doing that which
he said they would and ought to do, and which
"they of the North would do in one moment."

What has Virgiuia done? or rather what has
she not done to preserv, the Union, or on the
secession of others from it, to preserve her own
cherished Union status ? She initiated a Peace
Congress, appointing her wisest and most con-
servative men, and invited all the other States
to send representatives to the same; and tbe
peace measures were rejected. She sent Peace
Commissioners to President Lincoln and to the
seceded States, urging peace and amicablesettle-
ment.

She at last sent from her Union Convention
Commissioners to ascertain and learn the pur-
pose and policy of the Administration under the
threatening aspects of the country. They are
answered in duplicity instead of distinctness and
accompaniedback to Richmond with anExecutive
War Proclamationand requisition on their State

for troops to war father against son and brother
against brother.

"She waited long?was waiting still;
True friend she was, though treated ill."

The position now taken by Mr. Fillmore has
greatly wounded the feelings, destroyed the con
tidence,andoutraged the high appreciation enter-
tained for him by that majority of conservative
Union men of our oounty who so zealouslysup-
ported him for Vice President in 1852, and lor
President in 1856.

Truly is the contrast most striking in Mr.
Fillmoie's preaching then and his position now,
as shown from his own reoord, copied by one of
his former admirers and constantsupporters, and
present Amanuensis.

When is a baby like a cannibal ? When it
eats its "pap."

NO. XXIII.
There is in this simple little poem, by James T.

Fields, that rare thing, a finished thought. Like a
passage ofscripture are the stanzas, for nothing can
be added or takenaway without impairing their beau-
ty:

Benighted once where Alpine storms
Have buried hosts af martial forms,
Halting with fear, benummed with cold,
While swift the avalanche rolled,
Shouted our guide with quivering breath,
"The path is lost?to mvoe is death /"

The savage snow-cliffs seemed to frown,
The howling winds came fiercer down;
Shrouded in such a dismal scene.
No mortal aid whereon to lean,
Think you what music was to hear?
''Isee the Cross? our way i" clear /"
We looked, and there, amid the snows,
A simple cross of wood uprose;
Firm in the tempest's awful wrath
It stood to guide the traveller's path,
And point to where the valley lies,
Serene beneath tbe summer skies.
One dear companion of that night
Has passed away from mortal sight;
He reached his home to droop and fade,
And sleep within his native glade;
But as his fluttering hand I took,
Before he gave his farewell look,
He whispered from his bed of pain,
"The Alpine Cross Isee again."
Then smiling sank to rest
Upon his weepiug mother's breast!

The following letter, addressed by Mrs. A. J.Donelson to Gen. Scott, appears in tbe MemphisBulletin, of the 19tb:
Memphis, April 2», 1861.

General Soott?Bear Sir: I address you
not as a stranger. I was introduced to you in1834, at the White House, by PresidentJackson,as "my niece, Miss Martin, "of Tennessee." In
1835 I married Lewi9 Randolph, a grandson of
President Jefferson. In 1837 he died ; and in
18411 married Major Andrew J.Donelson, whomyou will remember. In 1852 I saw you fre-
quently in Washington.

I write to you, Gen. Scott, as tbe only man inthe country who can arrest tbe civil war now
begun. When it was announced that "Gen.
Scott had resigned," a thrilf of joy ian through
the South. Gannon told the glad tidings, and
my heart said, "God bless him." Now it is said
"yon will never fight under any other tban theStar Spangled Banner." We have loved tbat
banner. We have loved the Union. But tbeUnion is gone, and forever, and I wept as each
star left tbe field of blue, and set in night. Now
we bave another field ot blue, and socn onr fif-
teen stare will shine upon our right. Tbe stripes
are all that is left of the banner you bave borne
victorious in many battles.

Of you I may ask it, but not the usurper and
his Abolition band, who now desecrate the hon-ored place once filled by our Washington, Jeffer-
son and Jackson?of General Scott I ask it-
stop tbis war. Say to the North, you shall not
shed your brother's blood. The sons of Tennes-
see and the South have buckled on their armour,and are ready for the fight. We will fight thiabattle, every man, woman and child, to the last
cent in our pockets, and the last drop of blood
in our veins. The North boasts of its strength.
If this boast be well founded, it were cowardice
to destroy the weak. But "the race is not al-
ways to the swift, nor the battle to the strong j*
God will defend us when our husbands and sons
go forth to repel the invaders of our homes, our
rights, and our soil. Then count the cost, Hero
of battles and let after ages bless you.

Elizabeth A. Donelson.

A Beautiful Extract.
It was night! Jerusalem slept as quietly amid

her hills as a child upon the breast of its mother.
The noiseless sentinel stood like a statue as bislamp burned dimly in the recesses of his cheer-
less chamber.

But a moral darkness involved the nation in
its unlighted shadows. Reason shed a faint glim-
mering over the minds of men, like the cold and
insufficient shine of a distant star. The immor-
tality of a man's spiritual nature was unknown,
his relations unto heaven undiscovered, and his
future destiny obscured in a cloud of mistery.

It was at this period that two forms of ethe?
rial mould hovered about the land of God's cho-
sen people. They seemed like sister angels sent
to earth on some embassy of love. The one of
majestic stature and well formed limb, with her
snowy drapery hardly concealed, in her ereot
bearing and strength and confidence. Her right
arm wa3 extended In an impressive gesture up-
wards, where night appeared tohave placed her
darkest pavilion, while on the left reclined her
oompanion, in form and countenance the contrast
of the other, for she was drooping like a flower,
wben not moistened with refreshing dews, and
her bright but troubled eyes scannned the air
with ardent and varying glances. Suddenly a
light like the sun flashed out from the heavens,
and Faith and Hope hailed with exulting songs
the ascending stars of Bethlehem.

Years rolled away, and the stranger was seen
in Jerusalem. He was a meek, unassuming man, ?
whose happinessseemed to consist in acts of be-
nevolence to the human race. There were deep
traces of sorrow in his countenance, yet no one
knew why he grieved, for he lived in the prac-
tice of every virtue, and was loved by all the
good and wise. By and by it was rumored that
the stranger worked miracles; that the blind
saw and the dumb spake, the dead arose and the
ocean moderated its chafing tide; and the very
thunders articulated?"He is the Son of God I"
Envy assailed him even unto death. Slowly,
and thickly girded, He ascended the hill of Cal-
vary, a heavy cross bending Him to the earth.
But Hope leaned upon His arm, and Faith, dip-
ping her pinions in His blood, mounted to the
skies.

The Despots or Europe.?The New York
Herald admits that the Government at Washing-
ton has had no expression of sympathy from
any quarter, except from the Representativesol
Russia and Austria?the two most detestable
despotisms of Europe. Tho English, Frenoh
and Brazilian Ministers are understood to look
with coldness, if not abhorrence, upon the whole
system ofdespotism which the Government has
inaugurated. The invasion of the South is upon
a par with the invasion of Hungary by Austria
and Russia, and will share in the odium which
that horrible tyranny excited among liberal men
all over the world. They feel grateful to Lin-
coln, for relieving, by sharing with them, the
burden of that oppressive odium. They were
by-words among all civilized nations. The
Yankee Rump will keep them in countenance
for the future.

Pay Youa Small Debts.?This is good ad-
vice, and there never was a time when it is a
more solemn duty. When the small debts are
paid, there is a general confidence among onr
home people, and the wheels of trade move on
regularly and easily. Besides, it is the small
debts which control all the big ones, and which
most materially affect trade. None are; paying
to our enemies, but all should make a special ef-
fort to pay their small debts to their friends, if
for no other reason that it diffuses good spirits,
gives confidence and greases the wheels of trade
all which are no necessary and indispensable at
tbe present time. Let all pay up, and all will
feel better and thus promote the common weal.
Pay up, but especially pay all small debts.

The Independent Republican, published at
St. Clairsville, Ohio, recommends Beecher to
preach a sermon to Lincoln from tbe following
text: Gen. xiii, 8, 9 :

"Let there be no strife, I pray thee, between
me and thee, and between my herdmen and thy
herdmen j for we be brethren. Is not the whole
land before thee ? Separate thyself, Ipray thee,
from me."

Pain Killer.?We are willing to vouch for
the efficacy of Perry Davis' Pa'.n Killer, Dotio*e
ot which bave appeared in this paper fo» uearly
a year pa9t. We have bought it for our ewr. use,
and having been benefited by it take pW.re in
this voluntary testimony to it.? Bellows Fills
Times.

Why are tall gentlemen always successful?
Because all the ladiesare iv favor of hymen.


