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We %1avgli‘ecq1ved frox}l} :’ :g: oieuft): of | ital is one less reflected upon by men -of strong | causes which:lie wholly beyond their &ontto.l, it] of those stadies requiring tlfe necessary amount
dent, the followinz gralp .1 f Gen. Im-|Practical sense generally than its paramount im- {becomes the morsl duty of: every good citizen | of close and laborious exertion ‘of the mind to
the recent brilliant exp oltg ke " i | portance in our social economy demands. There | who possesses the means, to show the full meas- fbe understood, will as assuredly provent all“real
boden in the capture of s i reg“: are few who give to it the consideration it de-{ure of his philanthropy and-patriotism. On the vﬁ“““ﬁ“l_ development as that uny effect fol-

:: OUTOBER 27, 1868, |,1ino with the question of prices. They | ment at Charlestown, with their armn ® | serves, and fewer still who in times like the pres- | other hand no hardships that can be endured con- | lows from its cause.
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regunlate by law, the drift of the clouds, |arrived here Saturday;-and have been|; .\ oiveen these two sources of man’s welfare, | ¢ial order, or for violating the rights of proper-|quicker insight into human nature, and the hid-
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The effect of a persistent reading of fletion or
any kind of light reading, to the entire exclasion
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"STAUNTON SPECT

NMNIARRIED.

On the 15th ivs it., by Rev. D. W. Arnold, at the
residence of the b ride’s father, rear Pammlis, Rev.
GEO. R. JEFFEF iSON,and SARAH M. WHITMORE.

‘ LEGISLATIVE TINKERING.
Sﬁlmﬁﬁﬁ g?td&tﬂr. We perceive that some of those mem-
~ o | bers of the Legislature who are particu-
STAUNUTON,VA. larly wise in their own conceit, but in
. -~~~ |the estimation of nobody else, are tink-
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Died, ou the 5 th of October, of Dyptheria, LAURA
T. CLINE, daugshter ot Capt. Jos. )l;.P Cline, aged 3

years and 8 mor;ths,
On the 8th of October, SAMUEL M. T. CLINE, son
(l); t.ll?e(}?;tm'.l&g)i?dcll, }.ov ]§ :}nd 8 months; snd on the
, o R  fa i
b oy K g momh:hez of the above children,
¢ The Lord has given, the Lord
[blessed be the mame of the Lord.”

Rock. Register please copy. I3~ Fee, $1.00.
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EXHORBITANT PRICES.

We weresurprised-to Jearn that flour
had suddenly risen in Staunton to $50.
per barrel.: There certairly can be no
snificient® ason for this rapid increase.
Although ihe last wheat*crop was mnot a

has taken away;
which really exist, and to invent those which do

to complain of what is called bad luck or bad |eventually suffer the penalty of the inCraction of A
not exist. If we should even reject fiction alto-

harp campaign to the lower : % , B
ey g 3 e, fortune, which keeps some poor whilst others | & law founded in strict and absolute justice.—

Valley, and knowing your readers feel an inter-

large one, it was net much below the av-
crage, an:! there ought to be a consider:
able surpius. in Augusta. Bad as our
carreney is, it 'wonld' not; ‘ot itself, war-
rant 87 great a Tise—otler causes nust
have contributed to it.

In this c1isis of our affairs the policy
of eur Government should be directed
to stimulate productions, and to dimin-
ish consumyption. But by some strarge
infatuation, our efficials act as if they
were infinedced by anopposite purpo se.

The adwministration of the impress-
ment law tcnds directly to repress pro-
duction. No man knows when he sows
his crop, w'iether he will be allowed to
reap and m ket it. ~The actregulating
impessinents seemed to be very fair on
its tace. It provides, while property
might be.taken -at: schednle prices, in
the hands of speculators, it could only
be taken at a fair impressment valune in
the hands of the preducer. This was
fair and rizhif,; and farmers were content
with it. The diserimination was formed
in sound plicy. But by asystemof in-
direction, the law ispractieally set aside
When a farmer’s grain or cattle is taken
now, and valued by disinterested par-.
ties, if the yaluations be higher than the
schedule, an appeal is taken by the Gov-

ermment agaont to the Commissioners,
and they <at down. the price to the
schedulera e.  The speculator thusfares
better than the farmer, for he gets his
pay promptly, while the producer gets
the same pay after a long delay, and
soms*  ws =t heavy expense, in trying
ot lits rights,
« gyst-m of -mal-admistration dis-
.rages ti.e farmer, and tends directly
to diminisk” productions.
‘Lhere isanother matter connected with
the food question which merits attention.
A great paride was made two years ago,
about sunpressing. the distillation of
grain. - Crude. laws- were passed, by
whieh mos: of the distilleries were stop
ped, and ja“monopoly given to the favor-
ad few. We. Coubt not that whiskey
was necessary for thd medical bLurean,
but we are not satisfied that the law was
sufficiently zuarded in refercnce to the
guantity to be made, or the grain to be
used. We are of the opinion that the
distillation of wheat should have been
prohibited altopether. Wheat is the
staff'of life, and should be kent for the
sustenance of the people. t¢ whiskey
must be mzde, it should be made of the
coaser grains. Thisis a more serious
watter than may be at firstsupposed.—
We haye oue distillery in our snburbs
whieh is reported to consume 100 hush-
els of wheat per day. If this be true,
it is equivalent to abstracting from  the
food of the people,. 20 barrels of flom

er day, and about 50 bushels of offal. —
in a year tl.is wonld be over 7,000 bar-
rels. It is a fair estimate to say, that
10 barrels per year, will supply a: tam-
ily of seve:: persons, and consequently
that amount distilled here would supply
bread to about five thousand people.—
There are other distilleries in the coun-
ty, which, in the aggregate, probably
use as much as the larger one here.—
Thus wheat enough to supply ten thcus

and people, near halfthe population of

this county, is annuaily consumed in the
distilleries.

It corn and rye wereused, the damage
wouid be miach less, for these grains are
not so important for bread, and theswill
serves to fatten hogs.

Should not the Legislature take this
matter in hand¢ ~

Bat there are other measures tending
to discourage production. «» The practice
of withdrawing, every now and then,
hundreds of our stoutest and most ath
letic negroes from farming operations,
to work on the fortifications near Rich
mond, is a serious evil. These negroes
are our best farm hands, and for- every
one so withdrawn, the produaetion ot
grain is dininished several hundred
bushels. Why cannot the deserters, and
other wrouy-doerg, be taken from Castle
Thunder, and put to work on the forti-
fications /. Where: too, are the idlers
about Riclinond, and the conseripts of
Camp Lee? We think this system of
employing : egroes ought to bestopped

Finally, the militia bill, we fear, is to
be one of the most unfortunate me isures
yet adopted, for the agriculture of the
Btate—every boy over 16,and every old
man under 55, is liable to be called in-
to the field. If you take all who can
plow, and sow and reap, how is grain
euough to L. raised for consumption of
the people  We have men enough, be-
tween 18 and 45, to fight our battles.—
The fear is not of a deficiency of men,
but of provi-ions.

We throw ont these suggestions for
the consideration of the public. But
we do so witl little hope of their having
any good eficet. When the popular fer-
vor is up, reison is unhecded.

FROM GEN. LEW.

Up to this time, (Monday) affairs re-
mzin periectly quiet in Gen. Lee’sarmy,
and we think are very likely to conffin-
une so for some time to eome. Cavaliy
skirmishes, but lately so frequent, have
nearly altog:therceased. The campaign
appears to have closed, and the two ar-
mies occupy ;10w nearly the same ground
that they did at this time two years ago.

Meade is sately and snugly enscotced
in his ho'es «t Manassasar.d Centreville,
positions of snch strength, that the sac-
rifice of life in taking them by assanlt,
would not have been repaired by any

solid advantages which would have re-
sulted trom their capture. The Yankees
are too badly frightened to make any
offensive deronstrations, and for Gen’]
Lee to do so, while they remain wihin
their strong works, would be produc-
tive of no benefieial results. Owing to
the fleetness of the enemy in their re-
treat the capiures made by our forces
were but small. amounting in the ag-
gregate to not more than 2500 prisoners,
with buf immaterial amonnts of stores
arr3 a' 1 muaitions. .
G . dorest aceording to the Kunox-
e R-o -1, bas enterfained the de
1 dor e memonths «  raising an inde-
dent comrand, designed to operate

s Valley vithe Misgissipp,

of other
brought off safely.

The idea of regu'ating prices by act
of Legislature, is not only absard, but'is
positively mischievous.  These quack
legislators, ignore the teac]xmgs ol his-
tory, as well as the deductions of reason.
This same experiment has been tnpd,
over and over again, in other countries,
and always failed. Our fathers at-
tempted it in the revolutionary struggle,
and Washington admonished them, if
they did not stop it, they would starve
the army. e

W say that the whole thing is simply
absurd. Prices depend on the condi-
tion of the currency, and the rates of
supply and demand. AR
What is the price of anything? It
depends on its relation _to the currency
for the time being. When gold and
silver are the cireulating medium, it
means the amount of gold and silver for
which the whole can be exchanged.” So
when gold and silver are abandoned,
and paper substituted as a carrency, 1ii
means the gmount of paper for which it
can be exchanged. _If you render mo
ney plenty, prices will be high—if you
render it scarce, they will be low. llere
is the whole mattet in a putshell, Be-
fore the war, gold was the standard of
value, and wheat would bring one dol-
lar, and corn half a dollar per bushel.-
Since the war, we have adopted paper
as the currency, and we have ten times
as much paper as we had goid, As a
watter of course, prices have risen toten
times their old rates, and wheat now
brings near ten dolars and corn five.—
the only practical way of Dbringing
down prices, is by redacing the amount
of currency. Retire half the currency,
and you will reduce prices one-half.—
Double the currency, and you will dou-
ble the prices.

But to talk of leaving the currency as
it is, and then, arbitrarily requiring cer-
tain classes of people to sell their com-
modities for one- half the present rates,
is sc preposterous, that we wonder how
sane mea can ertertain the proposition
for an instant.

Let uslook at it for a moment. Shoes
are uow worth $35.  Suppese Legisla-
ture provides that no man shall sell
shoes for more than $12.50, nnder a
heavy penalty ; what will be the result ?
Will it cheapen shoes? Unquestiona-
Lly not, for no man can afford to make
and sell them for that price. He will
therefore net sell ata loss, but close up
his shop. So with the  biacksmith, the
tailor, and the -weaver. The moment
that they find they are required to s.ll
at a loss they will stop work. Instead
of high priced goods, we will havenone.

How will it be with the farmer? It
formerly cost a farmer about $300 to
hire and maintain a hand. He could
then afford to sell flour at $5. Now his
expenses, in the depreciated currency,
are ten times as great, and of course he
must have ten times a8 much for his
flour. When you say to him by law
you must not sell your flonr for more
than tive dollars, and if you do, you
must go to jail, he will say, “very well !
I shall not violate your law by sellingat
more than $5—1I will not sell at all—I
will keep what I have for my own use,
and in future, I will raise no more than
is necessary for my family consump-
tion.” © What will be the effedf? Pro-
duction will stop and starvation will fol-
iow. Instead of high priced grain, we
will have none!

These silly legislators are very inno-
cently, but very ignorantly, striving to
aggravate the very evil of which the
complain. They will shut up all the
workshops and stop all production ofag-
ricultural produetions, and what then?
Scenes of unparalleled distress will en-
sue, tollowed by mobs, anarchv and
bloodshed !  People will take by force,
if they cannot buy for mouey. They
will not gee their wives and children
starve,

We earnestly hope the legislators will
have common sense  enough to rsject
these demagogue ideas.. Let them strike
at the root of the evil. Reduce the cur-
rency. Putthat on a secure founda-
tion, and prices will soon adjust them-
selves, ; :

But, if in spite of all warnings, they
are determined to plunge the communi-
ty into the vortex of anarchy and suffer-
ing, we beg our readers to remember,
that we entered our carnest protest a-
gainst it ; and if violence - follows, we
hope it will be directed acainst the au-
thors of the mischief—the srolid legisla-
tors, who from stupidity or a selfish de-
sire o gain notoriet., have brought
these calamiiies on the conatry. Ifany
are to be ronghly handled, let it be the
guilty, and not the innocent.

P.8.—Since the above was put in
type, we are pleased to see that the Sen
ate, upon the matter being brought to a
test vote, has had the good sense to de-
feat the bill by a considerable majority.

; FROM CHARLISTON.

+ The sitnation of affairs at Charleston
appear to be unchanged since our last
Issue. The booming of an occasional
guu from our vigilant and untiring sen-
tinels alone breaks tle stillness, and pro-
claims that the foe is silently but un-
ceasingly laboring on the construction
of works, which, when completed, will
be of the most formidable character.—
Besides batteries Wagner and Gregg,
five other works are reported erected on
Morris Island. The Charleston Mercn-
ry says the Yankees may now be looked
upop as a “permanent imstitution,” at
least so far as any efforts on our part to
dislodge them from that strongheld,
(Morris Island) are concerned. It says
however, thatstormy times may bélook:
ed for soon.

An official dispatch from Gen. Bragg,
received at the War idepartment, says
that our cavalry under Morrison and
Dibberd, attacked and completely rout-
ed the enemy’s cavalry at Philadelphia,
Teun., on the 20th, capturing 700 pris-
ouers, 50 wagons loaded with stores, 10
ambulances, 6 picccs of artillery, alarge

est in the occurrences in this depariment, I will

ive you a brief summary of our operations.
When Gen. Lee's late alvance commenced,
our cummand moved dewn the West base of the
Blue Ridge, arriving at Berryville on the evening
of the 17th, where a slight cavalry gkirmish oc-
carred. Al 2 o’clock at night, an advance -on
Charlestdwn commenced, where we arrived at
daylight, finding the garrison to consist of the
9th Md. Infantry, and a battalion of cavalry.—
The General placed his troops in position, and
demanded a sorrender, which being refused by
the Yankee Colone!l commanding, he ordered
McClanahan to open fire with his battery on the
Court House and jail, While this was occur-
ring, the enemy’s ecavalry (120) attempted to
make their escape on the Harper’s Ferry road,
bat were intercepted by Col.Imboden, with the
18th Va. Cavalry, and Maj. Gilmcr, with 40 of
bis men, who whipped and captured tbem, with
their horses. and equipments. In the meantime
our artitlery drove their infantry from the town,
when they in turn attempted the unsuccessful
feat of the cavalry force. Col. Imboden dismount-
ing his men, received them with carbines and re-
volvers, breaking them, and driving them from
the road to g field, when remounting, he charged
them on horseback, when they threw down their
arms and surrendered, the field officers alone
making their escape on borseback. ‘We found
the prisoners to number 450, exclusive of killed
and wounded. ks

These were at once sent to thé rear, and only
m time to be out of the running fight of 12
wiles, that now ensued with a brigade of the en-
emy from Harper’s Ferry, consisting of infantry,
artillery and cavalry, and who pressed us back
as far as Bepryville. Jt was in these actions that
Col. Smith’s 62d regiment, Maj. Whit&’s battal
ron and MeNeill’s command now became en-
gaged, the whole command retiring from bill to
hill, as the artillery took up new positions in the
rear. It wasin one of these retiogade move.
ments that by the rapid witbdrawal of the artil-
lery and a misconstruction of orders, the Isth
and McNeill’s Rangers were throwa iuto teinpo-
rary confusion, and were driven back several
hdhidred yards by the enemy thus encouraged ;
but being sustained by the 62d régiment ina gal-
lant stand, they reformed and maintained, during
the remainder of the day, the reputation they
had gaioed by their conduct in the first action of
| the morning.  White’s battalion behaved with a
gallantry during the day that promises it'a bril-
liant future, as did the artillsry. Smith and his
regiment were complhmented by the General for
their intrepidity. It was here that we lost Cap
tains Currence and Calmese severely wounded,
and Lieut. Monroe, slightly, and 15 or 20 men
killed ana wounded.

At Ber yville the pursuit stopped.

The enemy’s loss in Killed could not be ascer-
tained, we having to fall back whenever their at-
tacks were repeiled, fearing a flank movement
from Martinsburg. We now retired leisurely ap
the Vaiiow! by the s«Fork Valley®® road, bring-
ing off the prisoners with their train and eaptur-
ed property. The former have been sept to
Staunton in charge of Captains Imboeden and
Hall, marching under their former elegant staud
of colors, apparently well satistied with the Gen-
eral’s irregular way of ‘mustering Abe’s’ iroops
out of service. They are principally Baitimore-
ans and six months men, having two months yet
to serve, and’ freely express the detérmination
never to enter the service again; saying they en-
tered for six-months to avoid a- draft for tbree
years.

In a few daysthe Valley Brigade will be re
cruited and ready for the ficld again.

OCCASTONAL

LATEST NORTHERN NEWS-Ri:MOVAL
OF ROSENCRANS,

Northern papers or the 23d, received
at Richmond, contain the important an-
nouncement that Rosencrans has been
removed from command in the West,
and is succeeded by Gen. Thomas, The
cause assigned by the papers for his re-
moval, is the charge by Generals Mc-
Cook and Critteaden that he fled from
the field in the crisis of the battle, and
reported all as lost, and then took opin-
ion to render him insensible! There
were also rumors.of Gen. Meade’s re-
movel ;. and Commodore Dalghren has
been relieved from command at Charles-
ton, S. C.

FROM TENNESSEE,
An official despateh from Gen. Wheel-
er dated Missionary Ridge, Wednesday,
Oct. 14, shows that he has been doing
good s_rvice in the enemy’s rear. He
crossed the riverin the face of a division
of'the enemy at Cotton Port ford, oi: the

Y 130th of Sept., and proceeded in the di-

rection of MeMinnville, Where, after a
sharp fight, he captured a large triin
and 700 prisoners, . The train consisted
of T or 800 wagons loaded with ammu-
nition and stores which he burned. He
then attacked MeMinnyille and eaptur

ed 530 priseners, and another large train|

fcontaining commissary stores, arms, am-

munition, clothing, ete., and . destroyed
the bridge over Hickory Creek, togeth-
er with & train of cars, He destroyed
the bridge over Stone river,and a traia |
of cars at Wartrace. He then moved to
Shelbyville, where he captured a large
amouit of stores and burned them.—
This is & severe blow to Rosencrans,
whose men have been on short rations
for some days.

THE KANAWHA VALLEY.

The Lynchburg Republican learns
that there are now but a very small
number of Yankees in the Ksnawha
Valley, Gen. Scammon, the commander
having gone with the larger portion to
Tennessee, either to reinforce Burnside
or Rosencranz. The force now inthe vai-
ley consists of four infantry regiments
and one battery, with no cavalry. A
little dash and enterprise on the part of
our forces into the Valley, w-)u{d, we
are. confident, clear it of the enemy.

EXCUANGE OF PRISONERS.

An important Exchange Notice is
published by Commissioner Ould, to
which we call attention.

All men ard officers captured and pa-
roled at any time previous to 1st Sep-
tember, 1863, except those of Viecks-
burg, who were not mentioned in the
Exchange Notice of September 12, 18-
63, are incluied in this notice, and also
the staffs of certain oflicers mentioned,
and the gereral officers.

We hope all the men will speedily
return to duty.

FROM EAST TENNESSEE,
The Lynchburg Repnblican says that
the Yankees ara continuing their retreat
towards Knoxville, closely followed up
and watched by our forces. The re-
orted recapture of Knoxville by Gen.
uckner is asserted to be false, though

ces to us unknown.

ANOTHER CAVALRY VICTORY.
An official dispatch from Gen. Lee to

day, announces another victor
Stuart’s cavalry. He attacke
my’s cavalry
them to their infanry support at Gains-|

roperty—all of which were | with horses,arms, equipments, and eight |1
wagors and ambulances.

increase their worldly goods to an amount which
enables them in their old age to live in afflicice

al

to the War Department,- last Wednes-|,

at Buckiand, and drove moral and spiritual nature of man.

ence of the war, with a free hand.

and plenty. Therich are envied, and Provi lence

in the secret thoughts, if not openly, is accused

of partiality ard injustice.

Thus two of the worst -principles which can

actuate the human heart, “that is'to say, envy,

and a feeling of revolt. and accusation against
God himself,are nurtured in‘the thoughts ¢f men
by indulging such feélings as are founded in nar-

row views of the justice and natural order of
things as established 'in’ divinednd immutable
laws. There is a co-relation between labor and
capital, that contrary to tho opinions of those
who have never investigated the subject, mani-
fests as complete a dependence of labor upon
capital as of capital upon labor. Labor may be
both the logical and chronological condition to
the existence of capital, but just as certainly is
capital the logical and chrounological eondition to
the employment of labor. The Malthusian doc-
trine, that there is a natura! tendency to an in-
crease of population in every county which the
‘productions of the earth ¢inpot support, istrue.
Yet it does not follow that other causes and oth

er laws may not check and postpone the results
that would inevitably fol!ow from this tendency
were it not.thns sontracted.

Its effects are only ,obsersed where the pcpula-
tion has already beecome so dense that the poor-
er classvs are depr_jyeg ‘Ql _many of the actua
necessaries of life, apd wheg. emigration alone
prevents the full development of the tendency
alluded to, iu the actual deprivation of the fuod
requisite to the sustenaice of life. In a new
country, where new regions are being continu-
ally opened up to the prefitable employment of
labor in the cultivation of the soil, the produe-
tions of the earth will at first outstrip the rapid
inerease of the pepulation due both tosthe natu-
ral prolificacy of the race and to emigration.—
An age of inveuntion of labor.saving machines,
whereby under such circpmstances as we bave
supposed the products of weil directed labor may
be vastly inereased, constitutas likewise a ccun-
teracting cause to the effects of the priuciple io
which we have alleded. The population of a
country will also at times underge a decrease
from the action of such extraordinary causes as
war, pestilence and famine. If a given area of
land can be thoroughiy cultivated by twenty
laborers, the addition of twonty more laborers]
to the same soil will inereaso its production to a
very limited extent. Thus it is easily seen that
under such:circumstances the productions of the
earth with an increase of labor may not keep pac®
by far with the increase of population. Now the
demand for labor will he in proportion to the
surplus capital which exists in the hands of some
porticns of the community. This surplus capi-
tal which, generaliy speaking, is the result of
persevering labor, industry, and self-denial, is the
very-fund which supports labor and prevents the
laboring classes from starving. A man frequent.
ly starts very poor, even as a common laborer,
2nd by a system of dillizent labor combined
with a rigid economy and self-denial, which pre-
vents him from spending in eating and drinking
and theatre going and other worse than usecless
expeuditures, his whole wages, he becomes rich,
he becomes the owner of a surplug capital which
now commands labor, it is the reward of his vir-
tue and industry—the reward which is establish-
ed. in the laws of Nature.

In a densely populated country, yea, in any
country, the improvident and seif indulgent are
supported by the industry and self denial of oth-
ers.. If the laborers of England should receive
that portion of the proceeds of combined labor
and capital that they often think they are justly
entitled to, it would be almost entirely spent in
self indulgence, whilst the increase of the labor-
jog population would be accelerated, and the sur-
plus accumulation of capital which represents
self denial, energy and enterprige, and a conse-
quent increase of production, would finally be-
come too small to support the laboring classes
at work.

Poverty is sometimes the result of the dis;lon-
sation of Providence, or of causes which lie be-
yond the power of the individual to forsee oy 10
control, but generally speaking, as all man must
agree who will look around them, and who are
not afraid to iace facts, howover disagreéable,
exlreme poveriy is the result of' a criminal indel-
gence of the animal propensities of our natare
of idleness, of intemperance, of immora!itv,_‘
Such being the case, what right have those ;vho
are poor py their own self indulgence and im-
providence, to envy the pecuniarily independent,
our industrious farmers, mechanics and pro fes-
_aiovml men,*or to'demand in spirit, and perbaps
10 acts, Lofore thi coneiasion of this war in some
of our cities, a ‘division of that property which
's the accumulated proceeds of industry, econo-
my, teraperance, morality and selt denial, in -or-
der to continue-the indulgence of criminal and
improvident habits, The man whio earns his wealth
by fair and honorable means, by industiry ¢nd
self denial; as a great majority of those who be-
come indepeundent by their own exertions do, has
already returned to society a <«qump PrO Quo,”’
has aiready extended his good infirence to the
poorer clisses in accumulating a surplus capital
which goes to the employment of !abor and thas
far to an increase of the wages of labor,

All capital represents labor and self denial
somewhere. An individual may iaherit the pro-
ceeds of the econsmy and labor of his ancestor,
to which he is justiy entitled. We have noth-
ing to say in defence of the cowparatively few,
waose fortunes are the representatiyes of fraud
and oppression, rather than of labor and self de-
nial.

Providence in its laws never takes away the
means of doing wrong, else man would cease to
be x free moral agent.. Many of the inequalitics
arising n the present lifc may L traced to a hu-
man origin, when they appear t) be the comse-
guences ot laws of divine origin. The laws of
the moral government affix certsin penalties and
rewards to human acticn, somet:mes to be deait
out in the present, sometimes n the futare. The
possessor of ill-gotten.wealth will one day re-
ceive his reward.” Nor can we say a word against
christian charity. Itisoue of the most enno-
bling principles existing in human nature, but
the improvident portions of our race can never
be wholly supported by the charity of others,
without a consequent increase of demoralization
requiring a still further expenditure, and if per-
severed in to its utmost limit the dnal ruin of any
country.

The supposition that there is any opposition
between capital and labor, and that the laboring
classesare not bevefitted in exact proportion to
the amount of surplus capital Iu the hands of the
capitalists of a country, ip whatever form this

I

goes to the employment of labor, but to the ed-
ucation of our youth,: the spread of Gospel
truths, the progress of the arts and scieuces, the

tberality to ail those who suffer by the exist-|1

Let all reflocting, law-abiding citlzens, therefore,
especially in our towns aua cities, beware icst
their mere sentiments of benevolence ma¥ lead
them to give countenance to that which i8 nei-
ther founded in justice, in a charity based upon
right reason, nor in expediency, even for the ae-
complishment of that which they desire.

FICTION,

Fiction in its most generic sense may
be defined to be that which is subjec
tive, and which exists in thg imagina
tion without having a corresponding
real existence in the objeciive and rea
world, nor in the inhereiit truth of cer-
tain abstract ideas, or its is the exagera-
tion of ideas based upon a consonance
with nature, in such measnre that their
association with what is true in nature
will give to them a certain plausibiiity,
which may cften lead the mind- of the
unwary reader into a beliefin theiy gen
uine consistency with the eata>**

: et awtished or-
g:;;ig?‘l homegon&:w), of truth. Ttisnot

a to write a phillippic agains:
fiction, though like many things cortain-
ing certain clements of good, it has been
wost egregiousiy abused by those
authors who fail to reach the sublime
and beautitnl aud pure in the human
imagination, and who debase the true
mission of the sense of the beautiful and
the powers of conception implanted in
us by divinity, to the production of
works whose popularity depends not up-
on the consistency of their creation with
the more ennobling truths of nature,
nor of ideal truth, but upo . calling in-
to play the commoner sentiments of the
heart, that are based upon principles ex-
isting in our earthly and not our spirit-
ugl natures. The truth of this ebserva
tion will only he admitted by those who
by a careful introspection arecapable of
observing and analyzing the workings of
their own minds and emotions in the pe-
rusal of such works, of the kind to which
we allude, as are so prevalent in this
ace, and especially in this country —
The extreme popularity of a bock is
prima facie evidence of its want of mer-
it, and of its beirg based upon prinei-
ples which neither originate in the ho-
lier inspirations of oar spiritual nature,
nor in the sublime and difficult attain-
ments of the human reason. It is often
said that trut" is stranger than fiction,
and sach may be the fact. If an an-
cient writer had spoken of the transmis-
sion of thought bK calling into use the
subtle fluid which creates the imposing
splendors of the sky when lighted by
its sudden flash, or had intimated that
it was within the reach of the human
intellect to divine by the exercise of rea-
son, the existence of an unkncwn plan-
et in a certain region of space, it would
have been regarded by those whollyiz-
norant of the facts, as a myth, as a mere
fancitul imagining of the human mind.
The revelations of the telescope in illim-
itable space, or those of the microscope
in the inferior world, attest the wonder-
ful and mysterious truths that exist be-
yond the sphere ot nian and that ieem
bedded in the creation which surrounds
him. The human miud is prone toseek
that which is novel and strange, either
in its lower manifestations in some of
the works of men, or in the revelations
of a supreme Being of the consonance
of the true, the beautiful and the good,
with universal order and with all that ig
ennobling t5 man in his relations to time
and eternity,
But in the diviae order of thinus,
trath like all of the gitts of God, is to be
attained by an energetic exercise of the
powers he has bestowed upon as for the
accomplishment of the desired object.—
We little appreciate in the present con-
dition' of man the all wise dispensation which by
reducing him to ths necessity of labor, mentza!
or physical, tends to pruserve him from the témp
tatiouns of an idle aud improvident life, and to ex-
alt him to a communing with nature, which when
rationally interpreted, plainly indicates to him,
thongh imperfectly, the will and supreme attrib
utes of its divine anthor.

But there is & strong natural tendency to leth-
argy and indolcice of mind, as well as of body,
and hence so few are willing to prosecute the
study of nature in any of its manifestations.
whether in the psyehologieal, moral, social, or
nalural world, until they arrive at a point when
a further effort and a farther extension of know-
ledgs becomes no longer an uninviting labor, but
a source of the highest gratification and pleasure.
Thus only a certain ¢lass of ;men, of inquiring
minds and good natural parts, become initiated
into the higher regions of thought, and pursue a
course of study requiring the closer and more
laborious consecutiveness of effort necesary to
attain to a knowledge of the hidden mysteries
and principles undorlying the - phenomena pre-
sented to view in the world which surrounds us,
whilst the imbecile, from whatever ‘cause, lolls
upon hiscouch ayd disdaining the creation of in-
finite wisdom in‘all its beauty, and harmony, and
splendor, and adaption both to the reason and
imaginaticn of man, prefers the novelty and ex-
Citement of a work of fiction, ingconsistent with
trath, bringing into play most freguently,
thoughts of pleasure aud gratification of the low-
er'’kind, and hmiting them to all the influences
of a mere stage scene. In truth there is a much
nearer relationship between the influence of such
works as are most commounly read by, our youth,
and that of the stage, than most persons would
be willing to admit. Both represent the same
passions and motives of the acters, the same
methods, of adapting means to an end, and both
nave,in different degrees however, the same
sensualistic tendencies. Both appe:al to the
same clasges for popularity and support; but the
theatre as it exisis, brings into practical life in
its consequences, those privciples which the or-
dinary and lower works of fiction only present to
the imagination, under circumstances less avs.
picious for causing themto be acted upon. We
exclude from these strictures certain’/ works of
true genius and purity of thought and imagina-
tion, and speak only of the most numerous and
most popular class of works of the kind to which

-

the enemy are evidently alarmed at[surplus may exist, is founded in anything but | we allude. Some of the works with their inci-
HEAVY CAVALRY i’iﬁ?O—RY IN TENN, |S0.n€ ‘movement on the part ot our for-|truth. It is this surplus capital which not only | dents and characters faithfally preserved, could

with very slight alterations of form be adapted to
the stage, that pure minded and intelligent peo-
ple are afraid to countenance as being too great

dvance of civilization and refinement, the estab. | a power, exgrting too great an inflaence for ovil.
ishment of governments for the preservation of| We are placed in this world to adapt ourselves
by Gen | gocial order; to the elevation of the status of the | to the realities which surround us, which so far
the ene:| yypan race, and io the fuil development of the|as they are the creations of infinite wisdom are
best adapted to the present and final destiny of
But in times like the present. a discriminating | man, and are the revelations of that Being who
lot of horses and mules, and a quantity | v:lle, eapturing three hundred prisoners, | charity should extend itself to the poor,-and a|hes ordered things with reference to his develop-

L~

gether, and devote ourselves to such studies as
would give us simply information, facis, know-
ledge, and require no toil of the mind, we shounld
be simply as children with good memories, with
a great store of useful information, without the
power of arrangement and classification, or of a
proper application of the truthis from the want of
a perception of the philosophy of these facts, of
their relationships infer se, or of their adaption
to each other. Thus there are many who learn
the facts of history, but know nothing of the
philosophy of history, of the logic of events, and
think themselves competent historians when
they know nothing at all of the whole scope and
design of historical study.

But in the persistent and exclusive devotion

philosophy, but spend any amount of wa'-
time, whilst the mind frow & ba** -suable

i i % " inaction
is becoming more and ™~ vi6 of inaction,
md to rouse - .wore indisposed to effort,

mandes ..8¢lf to the life giving energy de-
.. oy the realities which surround us. The
sepse of the beautiful exists in mao ‘o~ a benefi.
cent purpese, and there is an ideal beauly, which
exists only in the concey.ion of the artist of ge-
nius, (bat rises above nature into the region of
absolute truth, and expresses at once the frue,
the beautiful and the good in divine harmony.-

It becomes ilic part of the man of genius, wheth

er in poeiry, paintitz, sculpture or fiction, to
attempt to embody tnhis ideal concepticn in a
concrete form, so as to express the spiritual ides
irvoived, in ali iis purity aud idealistic beaaty.
Such is the province of the man of genins ; how
few disdaining 1o appeal to the lower sentiments
ot our pature rise to the accorapiishment of such
an end.

THE YANKEE GENERAL THOMAS.

We stated last week, on the authority
of the Petersbnrg Express, that this gen-
tleman, it Rosencran’s army, who so
distingnished himseif at Chickamauga,
w & a native ot Southamvton' county,
Va. A lady who resides 2t Jerisulim,
the (‘;ouut‘y seat of Southampioh, uitorms
the “Spuits of the Age,” that Then
distingnished hiwmself in the war wilh
Mexic, and on iria return home was pie-
sented by the ladies of his native coun-
ty with a handsome sward., After the
bezinning of the present war, when
Themas bad determined to array him-
self against the South, he wrote to his
sister to send him that sword.”The true-
hearted,patriotic woman replied, that he
could not have a sword presented by the
women of Virginia, to turn against their
brave fathers, sons, and brothers, who
were fighting in defence of the land
whose birth-placz he had disgraced.—
And that instead of sending the sword
to him she would prefer to see it thrust
through his traitorous heart.

THE VIRGINIA SALT WORKS.
The Lynchburg Virginian says the
public need feel no alarm on account of
the rumors of raids on the Salt Works
in Southwestern Virginia, as they are
defended by a strong foree with ample
reinforcements within easy reach. “Be-
sides, the place is well fortified by case-
mates, field works, and rifle pits. It is
also, naturaliy very strong, beng sur-
rcunded by a cordon of high hills and

mountains, upon which cou?manding -
sitions can be taken. The approacﬁgs
to the Salt basin are through narrow de-
files and passes, where the advantages
of defence are incalculable. No fears
need be felt,for the safety of that impor-
tant point cxcept from: an advance of
the enemy ia force.”
e T

THE NORTHERN ELEC™.Ns.

_ Northern pape® of the 18th Lave re-
tarng 107 Tie Ohio elestions, which give
wrough 69900 majori
ham. The soldicrs’ vote will increase
it to 100,000. Pennsvlvania, Towa and
Indiara have all given large Union ma-
jorities.

The light frests that have lately fallen
upon the vegetaiion have bad 2 marked
effect. Grass has in a great part been
kitled, all the tender garden vegetables
have been wilted, and the foiiaze of the
trees complstely changed. We have
seldom no‘ed so rapid a chaige as has
taken place in the latter. The leaves,
thay Dat a few days ago looked fresh
and gree 1, hava turned yellow, and have
hecome almost naked. Nature, thongh
spriag-like in temperature, preseuts the
applearance ol car.y winfer.

ISCAPE OF RUCK#=T

1he notorious Wm. I i 8
gain ma e his escape, tiom ihe jo°l of
iitsyivania connty. 1lhieGovernor has
oftered 2 reward tor his apprehension.
We sitcereiy hope he may be caught,
as it would be a great pity if he should
go unwhip: of justice, which would be
the case it he should succeed in escaping
to the Yankees.

A mHost 1IN HiMsELF.—But one prisoner
was received at the Libby uj, to 6 oclock
Tuesday evening. He was ahost in him-
self though, both from his general “make
up” as to rig, and devil-may care deme-
anor, and gave his name in a terrible
Datch- Yankee aceent as “William Hen-
ry George Fits Sweitzebooger,” wit,
“[ vits mit Seigle’s eorps.” The clerks
collapsed after recording him.

Promorep—I¢ is rumored that Gen.
G. T. Anderson, of Georgia,was appoint-
ed a Major General during the Presi-
dent’s late visit to the Army of Tennes-
see. Gen. Anderson is abrave and effi-
cient officer and belonged to the Uni-
ted States Regular Army before the
war, He is known among his men by

the sobriquet ot “0ld Tige.”
NEW ADVERTISEMENTS.
USICAL AND EZUCATIONAL.-=WIL-
LIAM J. DEWS, a teacher iu Rickmond during
the past six years, offers his services as tcacher of
Guitar, Violin, and Flute. Ladies desiving to learn
the Guitar, will be instructed at therr residences.—
Terms: - $40 for session of 20 lessons. Classes of
two or moxe will be tanght 8t a reduced price. A
Day School for Boys will also be opensd on the 2d of
November, in Mr. Scherer’s bui.ding, corner New St.
and Court House Alley, if the school can be made up
at that time. lmmediate application should be made
to Mrl Dews, at Capt. Mason’s, next door to Mr. Scier-
er’s Store.  Payment for mnsic lessons is required to
ba paid in advance at the beginning of each half ses-
sion. O 7—218.

et 27
UGUSTA COUNTY COURT CLERK’'S

s OFFICE, Oct. 26th, 1863.

Taken vp by tHenry Smiteman 0a bis land in Aa-
usta county, on Chrisiiin’s Creck, vn the 3rl of July,
863 Ap estra) of the foliowing description. to wit ;
A white and rad HEIFER, ) brand or iark per-
ceptible, : inpposed to be aLont two years old, and ap-
praised &t 3100, Extract—Teste,

Oct 27 —3ts. W. J. JEWELL, b: C,

V.an £ AN
OR SALE, 1 inrge Chester Boar, 18 mor ks old

|
i

nent into harmony with the divine order and

In such ' progression of events in the universe.

and very gentle. R. SUAMERSON,
Oect 2T 3ts,

to works of fiction, we derive neither facts nog | =2°

ty ovetr Vallandig- |§

NEW ADVERTISENENTS.
EXCHANGL NOTICE, NO. 7.
Ricaxonp, Va.. Qct. 1

TLe following Confederate officers and Gl,n:ies;r
hereby declared duly exchanged : 9

1. All officers and men “captured and paroled ag
any time previous to the first of ‘September, 1863, —
This sectdon, howeser, is not intended to. include any
officers or men captured at Vicksbu: , July 4th, 18-
63, exce§t such as were declared exc anged by' Ex-
change Notice, No. 6, Sept. 12th, 1863, or are specifi-
cally named in this notice. But it does embrace ali
dehveries made at City Point, or other place before
Sept. 1st, 1868, a nd with the limitation a
al . bove pamed,.
all captures at. Fert Hudson ar any other vy arey
the parties were released on parols e

2. The Staff of Generals P»-_, .
Bo:gniglqore,-Bartou, 3. ": L:e Cummiags, Pansis
an - x s sy
Du('k;:": w;ﬁé ':,?.‘.i O omels Reynolds. CockTell and
gineer Gow- . ~Cers and men ¥SlODEING 10 the En~

PRERasT Y and‘s_a&vt’ﬂ and Miners, and the 4th
w0ty Mjssiesippi Regiments, aiicaptured at Vicks-
purg. Jafy 4th, 1863.

#. The generai officers captured at Vickshurg, Ju-

ly 4th, 1863, were declarad exchanged July i3th, 1863.
RO. OULD,
Agent of Fxchange.
§=¥" Souzthern papers publisk six times, and send
ulls to the War Depar.ment. Oet 27-<6t.
TRUASURY DEPARTMENT, C. S. A, |
Ricamoxp, Sept. —, 1863,
'1‘0 THE TREASURER, ASSISTANT
Triensurer nud Depositnries or the Cone
federair Niatess

The preseut is8cemed o fitting occasion to ca!l the
attention of the public .0 measures « hich Lave beaen
provided by Cougress tor reducing the amount of
Ireasury Notes in cirevlation. .

1.. The tirst and wost important of these m3asures
is the ofier to the pabiie of 250,000,000 of six per cert
20 year boads, with 1uterest payable aunuvally m cot-
ton or coin. Tue cotton is to ve delivered at one of
our seaports, at the veluation of 8ix pence sterling, or
1234 cents perponua for New Orleans mldd-‘pg_. A,
:he present price of cotton ai the sea port ., this inter-
est 1s equa! to about U per Ceni. per snnum; and
ought to raise ue vaiue of the Bonds beyoud any that
are on the maik-n. After several advertisements for
bids, the price of the Bonds has been adjusted at 50
per cent. premiuc: ; and they are now offered to the
vublic at that rate. By payingin $1,500io Tre.sury
Notes at any Deposi:ary of the Treasury, the boelder
may obtain & Boud for §1,000°payable’in ccin in 20
years upon © bich tbe imterest s to be paid annually,
gither in coin or with suu pounds of coiien of the
quatity of New Orieayws middhiing. The adyvantages of
such an 1ovestoent are obvions. Neither priccipal
nor inte:est 1s subject to depreciaiion frpm » redun-
Junt cuitency. Yhe priucipal is as secure «s the ore

2ges ofthe Conlederaic olates, and the interesi g
lurisg | be War will, af presont rates of cotton ¥
Per ceui. er auL ! er the war res
eent. in ¢inorin Al iy ofe

2. Tue second u ¢ adopted &y Qooo0s  the
farnishing of Treas 7. -otes 1ssued $12° the z:h of
April, 1808, ip Six [ < cent, bonds, gy 4ny time yith.
ia twelve months alier (e date 04 jgone °

ile hoider may obtais 1T 3% ege notes at the Trea-
sury six per cent Lond:, LZ:.ble in 8¢ years. but re-
deemable atter five yep, interest payable semi-
anaually. X

- 8. The third measure 18 resented by the offer of
five per cent. Cali Cer iticuies upon the deposit 1u the
T;easury Or any Depositary within six menths of any
of the nctes issued siace the 5th April, 1863. These
certificates ure convertble for six months into Trea-
sury notea of the date of those deposited and if not
re-couverted with'n that time, 120y are entitled to be
funded 1n 6 per cent. 80 year bosds, redeematle after
ve years. with interes: payable semi-annually.

4. After 12 mon.hs fiom the date or 1ssue, all Treas-

ury notes igsued since 5th April, 1863, ~nd also all
1reasury notes bearing date between that date and the
1¢t of December, 1862, are fundable in four per cent.
bonds, which are convertible, at tae pleasure of the
holdey, into four per cent. Cull Certificates, entitling
the holder, at any time to Treasury notes ot similap
churacter with those paid in by him.
These various methodd snit the convenience of dif-
forent portions of the community and should all be
urged upon their attention. But I would 1g01e par-
toulaziy request you Lo use every means i your pow-
er for icducing general co-operation. 1n the first, 1f
the holders of the Confederate Carrency wili now by
a united effort, lend their aid, 250,000,000 can atones
be remayed from cirsuiation, Sucha result wall be
doublybeneficizl to every purchaser. He will £rst ob-
tain for the Treasury notes a bond payable in coin,
with the interest secured 1o a medium, which cannot
ba depreciated ; und he will next improve the varue of
the Treasury notes remaining in s possession,

I trust that, it you will at unee. take pProper meas-
ures to present and: urge these views upon public at-
tention, there will te 1 prompt and effective response.

The autharity hergtofore given to you to sell these
bonds at 50 per cevt. premium is now extended until
furtoer orders. As all the bonds bear date 1st June,
you will add the =ccrucd nterest to the purchase mon-
ey, and accept payment in any non interest. beari:g
Treasury netes; one-halt at {east o' which shall be fé.
dave subseqasyt to b1l april, 1363.

Keuspecifuliy,
Yo

mbérton, S'evenson,

s P2y 20
19F v C7 aux per

thy
i

aocounti for any

.,

Tt

ur obedient servaat,
C. G MEMMINCER,
Oc Secretary of Treasury.
TA(J. AND INSP. GEN’L’S OF. iCE,
Ricnxosp, Va., Octg 15, 1843, ;
General Orders
No. 135.
1. Recruiting officers and others are forbidden - to
rant permits 1o comseripts or deserters, aliowing
teem to visit Mieir homes, Or to remain there for any
purpose. The notice aireedy given conesriptsis deem~
<d suflic: ont, and deseriers a1e not enti*led to indul-
gence.

11, All partieswhe bave received exemption papers
for disuvrinty other than thouse gracted for parmapent
and decided disabudly must be re examired, and the
iaw, whici, there 18 reascn to betieve, 18 toooften eva-
ded bein these i al cases stric.ly entorced

il. Meu employed to aid envoliing officers must, if
stibj=€t to couscripiton, be recu arly enrolled; and un-
1ess uetailed for (ho speciac duty in question vy the
w ittew arders ot the War Depariment, will Le repori-
ed to s Bureau of Couseripuon, to be dizposed of as
i other cases,

1V. Oificeis will ue held wo sirret
violation ur negiect 1 tnese orders

V. The provisions of Paragraph I, General Orders
No. 67, curient se 3 extznded 1o officers cf Major
A. H, Cole’s bep eut. The payments authorized
will be mad_ by «ny posi quartermaster.

V1. Odficers and svldiers in the genersi service can-
oot be trausferred to local compantes, and applieations
therefere, wili not be enteriained.
By Urder.

|

igned)

S. COOFER,
Adjt. & lush. Gen’l.

IAY UAIT: B--NLLSCN COUNTY,

WO Wall
tothe Ulerk of the
Ve, Bober: C.=
iiuguaes, uviree.l
eriifs that uy
iy Tror ML D¢

O unty Covurt 6f said County :
wues B Trae anc .obo
whio said cuwiiy, Gu uere-
warraat 10 us directed
iustice of the sa1d conunty,
we hav Ly «, viewed and apprais-
et SIX callle takeu p Dvgs o u J. Coioman, sew., on
tis land, <8 estrRys, . assess 'he vaiue of the said
estrays as follows, to w1 :
tsf A horoed Riii Si: K., with black mouth, not
marked, weight 675 , o inds gross, and 3 years old, at
$i2134. L :
2d A horned BRINDLE STEER, with slic in the
right car, 3 years old, gross weight 600 pounds, at
108 2
$ 3d A horned pale red or DUN STEER, with thick
horns and white spot iu the face, no. marked, gross
weight 750 pounds, 3 years old, at §135.
4th A DUN MULEY STEER, marked w'th a half
eross in each ear, 3 years old, g10s8s weight ' 00 pornds
t $1ub.
o 631 A borned WHITE STEER, with black spots on
Bi3 ears, neck and ram», 2 years old, marked with
a slit in the right ear, and a crop off the left, gross
weight 300 pounds at $54. : >
6'h. A waice horned HEIFER, with red ears and
mouth, 3 years old, gross weight 450 pounds, at $31.
Given under our hands this 12th day of Sept. 1363.
ROBERY C. DAVIs,
JAMES R. TRUE,
JOHN P, HUGHES.

A Copy—Teste
Oct 27—38ts. S. H. LOVING, Clerk.

TV, o
de
1

i

OFFICE, to wit:

Taken up, by Benjamin Crawford, on his land near

Shuztterlie's Mill, about the 16th of the present moxnth
[October}, of the following description, to wit:

A bull, of red color, with @ littie white on the back,
ard beily, star in forehead, marked with crop off left
and slit in right ear, sapposed to be three years old,
and appraised at $150, by James W. Crawford, Sam’l
A. Hoshour and Tuly J. Mitchell.

Extract—Teste,
WM. A. BURNETT, D. C.

October 27—3t

ERSUNAL ESTATE AT SALE..-Will be
P sold at the lawe residencs of Capt. Jos. E. Cline,
on FRIDAY, the Gth of November, on the road lead.
ing from Stauntou to Joring dill, 2]l the personal es-
tate, consisting of the fellowing properiy :—3 horses,
some f t ca'tle, Miich Cows, fat hogs, and stock hogs,
1 earriage, (arminog utcrsils, househeld and kitchen
furniture, some corn, shucked ; and many other arti-
cles not nocessary to menton. Terms made known
on the d sale, Sale to commence at 10 0’cioek.—
Due airendance will be given by PLTER CLINE,

Qct & A i
TTVANNER WANTED.—The snbscriber wishes
J_ to hire a TANNER, one taat is & good workman
snd can come well recomun endv«;z will

receive geod
wages. Addiess M.F. SMiTH,
Ot 27~ 4ts

N OTICE.ooe
\ SRR Persons living in the lst and 2nd

Distriets, who bava not nrawdn l!ne}ir County Salt will
tegse come and get what i8 due them ai ouce.
P oct %0 > C. W. TURNER,
. At Brandesurg's old stand,
U‘\\:; i“: R »Al “.salbree good Cows 10: salc,
Jersogs wish. g 1 puy will iuguive at the
15—1f. SPECTATOR OFFICE,

-
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