
PRESIDENT DAVIS AND THE POPE, j
The correspondencebetweenPresident

Davis and Pope Pius, the 9th, has been
published. The President's letter dat-
ed September, the 23rd, 1863, says that
he has read ths letters addressed by his
Holiness to the venerable Chief's of the
Catholic clergy at New Orleans and
I\ew York, ana is_ deeply sensible

i which his holiness urged them to
.very exertion for therestoration of
c. lie therefore, in the name of
icople of th-3 Confederate States, of-
tho expression of our sincere and
ial appreciation of Christian charity
love by which his Holiness is ac-
3cl, and assure him thatwe are now
ever have been earnestly desirous
this wicted war shall cease, that

we desireno evil to our enemies, nor
covet their possessions,biit are onlyStrug
gling, that they may cease to devastate

Kland, and that we be permitted fo
under our own Stato institutions.
to Pope's reply is dated, at Pome,
ember, the 3rd. He says it is vory

gratifying to recognize that the people
of the Confederate States are animated
by a desire for peace and tranquility.
The letter says: "Oh, that the otliei
people also oftho States _*__ theirrulers
considering seriously how cruel and
how deplorable is this intestine war

J would receive and embrace the counsels
of peace and tranquility. We, indeed,
shall not cease with most fervent prayei
to beseech God, the Best and Highest
and to implore Him to pour out the
spirit of Christain love and peace upon
all the people ofAm erica, and to rescue
them from the great calamities with
which they are afflicted. And we also
pray the same most merciful Lord that
that he will illumine Your Excellency
with the light of His divine grace and
unite you with ourselves inperfect eImr-

"ECNEItAL. NOT_CIT~
Expired on the morning of January 21,

18G4r,ofwounds received at the hands
of a philosopher, Habeas Corpus, a
wellknown and highly respected resi-
dent of the Confederacy. The deceased
was a native of England, resided for
some lime in the United States, but
being driven thence by the enemies of
public liberty, came to resido in the
Confederate States, where he believed
every arrangementhad been made to

\u25a0 his life indefinitely, if not forcv-
was about several hundred years
mho died. His loss is irrepa-
i funeral will take place from the

office of the Richmond Enquirer, on
Monday next, at 4P. M. The learned
and Reverend Geo. Fitzhugh will deiiv-Eituary discourse. Pall Bearers,

Phelan, Brown, Gartrell and
c. Driver of the Hearse, Mr.
il Tyler. The fiiends of tho
md the public generally are
illy solicited to be present.?
eepe.s, eight feet long, and
.ton gloves, dyed in the wool
_>rtecl expres.iy from Baltimore,
urnished gratis at the War De-
t. A mounted guard of IGOO
lugs will be in attendance to
older. The editors and en_-
of the Whig, Examiner, Mer-
ifedeiacy,andAppeal, are warn-
molest the mourners, or in any

rfere with the proceedings.
once and send bill to Mr.

Memmin__er.?Richmond Whir/.

61 It.II GATION IMrOStelBJUK

A correspondent of the New York
Times, an abolition journal, writing
from Norfolk, maintains that the policy
ofLincoln ha3made the subjugation ot
the South impossible. This correspon-
dent says that Union upon the basis of
emancipation and the proclamation be-

Nrly impossible, the war will go
ig'hter, blood and carnage will
ii its train ; hundreds of thous-

t '.'uv.viish nvls-.u-.s.the most sense-

bosoms of man, Ihe ten* &*» is faiilj
uiado- it.bi_g_t_on At indtpwidenoo.?
ytt. iiw (____ tins ins ulti-
nm.uut. and do-V. .lea* tht South accepts
it ia iis spun ;ii..i its purpose. If 1

\u25a0atrogatedto know, can the South

\u25a0 any truth in history, never!
I know Southern character well
w her ability,her means, her

so?, her aim, her resources, for de-
fensive war. W hen the Spring opens,
her soil will be trod by the finest sol-
diery tho world oversaw. She will, by
that time, have equipped six thousand
men whose hearts beat in unison to the
popular will, and who, as tho issue i?
own made, will court death and danger

medinm wiH, by legislative fiat, be re-
duced to the pecuniary wants of the
war programme. Stripped of its re-
dundancy and its plethora, it will give
vitality and vigor to every department
of the Government, and restore the con-
fidence of the people in the ultimate
success of their cause.

rtanntoit Spectator.
STAUNTON, VA.
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. JANUARY 20, 18G4.

HABEAS COKI'IIS?TUB CIU.UINAL. S

In these times we hear some strange
sentiments filtered. Some seem dis-
posed to dispense with the chart fur-
nished by our wise fathers, and. to en-
trust, in "the "torm of revolution, the
ark of our liberty to the waves without
any tiling to enable then to direct its
course to prevent it from being engulph-
ed in the Charybdis of despotism.?
"Theprice ofliberty is eternal
and, in times of revolution and trial,
the friends of liberty are called upon
to exercise increased vigilance. W_
were surprised tofiud thelot-Owing sen-
tence in an editorial article in the "Rich-
mond Enquiier" of the 21st inst.:

"Habeas corpus is the criminal's writ j g**_
men have very little use tor it, and can dispense
with it altogether by obeying the laws, and de-
voting thoir whole time and energy to tho de-
lenco of their country."

Was the Constitution of Virginia a-
doptedfor the specialprotection of crim-
inals?" Did the frauiers of that instru-
ment consider '\u25a0''Habeas Corpus as the
criminal's writ! The first sentence of
tho fifteenth section of the 50th article
of the Constitution of_Virginia reads as
follows:

"'Theprivilege of the writ of habeas
corpus shall not, in any case } be suspen-

Is the constitution ofVirginia to be
trampled in the dust? Shalt the Jugger-
naut of military power crush beneath
its ponderous wheels all individual and.
personal rights .

The 13thsection of the "Virginia Bill
of rights" says, "that in all cases the\
gnilitary should be understrict sabordiA
nation to and governed by tJie civilpow-

Wq have been under the impresion
that ye have been expending our treas-
ure and spilling the life's blood of thou-
sands of our best citizens to preserve the
inestimable boon of liberty, and have
been so unsophisticated as to believe |
that the way to preserve theliberties ot
all is to preserve intact the right ofeach
individual. There can be no liberty for
the country when individual personal
rights are disregarded and trampled in
the dust. Our motto i3 "Liberty and
Independence," and not simply inde-
pendence; for independence without
liberty is not worth the price we are

Deprive our people of liberty and
they will no longer have anincentive to
exertion.

Their-energies will be relaxed, and
their patriotism will wither as flowers
beneath the Simoom's breath.

AN IMPORTANT QUESTION.
By therecent legislation of Virginia

all distillation of Whiskey, upon any
pretext -whatever, i_ forbidden in the
Commonwealth. The law expressly
provides that no whiskey shall be dis-
tilled, in fulfilment of any contract with
the Confederate States.

It furthermore makes it the duty of
the Judge of the circuit, when he shall
be informed ofAny violation of the law,
to call a special term of his court and to
empannel a special grand jury to inves-
tigate the matter.

At the last term of the county court,
measures were taken to inlorm the
Judgeof this circuit of a violation of
tho law iv this county, and we learn he
has called a special term ofhis court for
the 2nd of Feb. to investigate the case.

If this be the case, it will present a
very important question in regard to
the relative powers of the State and
Confederate authorities. It will bring
up the question of State sovereignty.?
We will then learn whether the Com-
monwealth ofVirginia has a light to
regulate her own domestic police, or
whether she is, according to Mr. Sew-
ard's notion, a mere municipal corpora-
tion subject to tiie paramount authority
of the Confederate Government.

The theory of our system is, that the
States are the principals and the Con-
federate Government their agency.?
Is the agent subordinate to, or does it
over-ride, the principal.

PRESENTATION OF A FLAG.
We invite attention to the correspon-

dence concerning the presentation of a
new flag, to the 52nd Va. Regt., and
the eloquent speech delivered by Col.
Jas. H. Skinner at the ceremony of
presentation. The enemywill never get
ibfit f-_g-j if'it bo within tho power of
the brave soldiers who march beneath
its folds to prevent it. They will stand
by it with tho determinedresolve "never
to give it np."

CAPT. BLACKFORD ACAIN.
We gave last week the circumstances

under which Capt. John C. Blackford
was killed by the enemy in Newtown a
few weeks since. We have since been
informed that he was killed by Sergeant
Edwin F. Savaccl, New York Cavalry.
Capt Blackford shot Sergeant Savacol
in the thigh before he was killed.

EXEMPTION FROM LTIPIU-SSMENT.
Withhold not corn from tho poor.?

Those who may have corn to dispose of,
and who do not desire to have it im-
pressed, should sell ii to the Committee
consisting of __!. ssrs. J. W. Crawford, IW. B. Kayser, and Bev_ J. C. Wheat,
who wili dispense it t& the families of
soldiers. Corn sold to this committee
tor the purpose specified is exempt from
impressment.

JggT* We invite attention to the ad-
vertisementot Messrs. McAdaai, Wight-
man, & Co., wholesale grocers and com-
mission merchants, 13th street, Rich-

|jk__r =' The sale of the property adver-
tisid by <_f. W. Berlin will take place to-
morow, Wednesday, the 27th.

-Nine full regiments have gone into

SOCKS FOR SOLDIERS.
AYe feel called upon again to appeal

in behalf of our suffering soldiers to the
patriotism and kindness of the good peo-
ple of this County to famish material to
make socks for our brave and bare-foot-
ed soldiers. We do not even ask for
yarn, [though that, of course, is prefer-
red,] but only for puces of woolen cloth
large enough to make a covering for
their feet. Every family could contrib-
ute such pieces as are now needed, and
we feel that it is only necessary to state

; that they are wanted to ensuro a suffi-
cient supply in a short time. The la-
dies of this place are ready to make the
pieces up into socks?the people of the
country will please furnish the materi-
als needed. A large portion of the gal-
lant 25thKegiment is nowwithout socks
and the brave soldiers cf that Regiment
are, in great part, from the North-wes-
tern portion of the State without thepos-
sibility ofreceiving relief from their
friends at home. Such soldiers have a
peculiar claim to the kindness of our
people. Search your houses and send
such pieces as mentioned above to the
Book-store of Mr. E. Cowan, of Staun-
ton, and they will soon be covering tho
feet of our suffering soldiers.

THE WHISKEY ACCOUNTED FOR.
Now that the distillation of grain is

prohibited by law, it has been a matter
of wonder where all the whiskey come3from which is lonnd in the market.?
The Enquirer furnishes the following
solution of the mystery :

The Confederate Government has giv-
en contracts for the production, on its
account, oiproof vfhiskey, to numerous
parties, varying in extent to from five
to fifty thousand gallons per contract.
In some instances these have power to
impress grain for the purpose, and
liave been steadily engaged in the produc-lof wldsTceyfrom the date of their

mcls. And the secret is this : The
ract calls for "proof" ;.whiskey, and
c whiskey is not "proof5' it is con-
ned and thrown back upon the dis-
i'_. hands? that is to say, right on
Richmond whiskey market, precise-
here he want, it to be. The gov-
lent pays from two to three dollars

per gallon for "proof," by the CQn.r_.ct;Imarket pays from twenty-five to
.ty, whether proof or not. And the
_st distiller pegs away at his con-
t occasionally furnishing a baircl of

proof whiskey to keep up appearances,but for everyonesuch, forty below proof.
This vast fraud?for it is nothing else
?merits a prompt exposition, and the
names of all parties who have thus prac-
tised it upon the government and the
public should be held up to the scorn
of the people. It is nothing less than
stealing the bread from the mouths ol
the people and the army, and it is the
duty of the government to see that it i.
at once stopped. To give men tho au-
thority to impress grain who abuse it in
a manner so palpably mean and dishon-
est, is only equivalent to the folly ol
which the consumers of the liquor" are
guilty?of "putting an enemy into their
mouths to steal away they brains."

: ?

CURRENCY RILI-.
The currency bill which passed tho

House and is now under consideration
in the Senate proposes to reduce the
redundant currency by compulsory fun-
ding and heavy taxation. Treasury
Dotes now outstanding are to be funda-
ble, for the first month after the passage
:>f the act, in six per cent bonds ; the
second month after in five per cent, and
io on; and all those not funded before
the first day of next December, shall be
iot only no longer fundable, but shall
ie repudiated and declared ot no yal-

l"t is reported that in the matter of tax-
ition the bill cuts deep ; the tax on the
\alue of all personal property being ten
>er cent.

FROM EAST TENKESSEE.
Last weekour cavalry gotwithin fourniles of Knoxville, and captured fiveundred beef cattle, one hundred and

fty wagons and a large amountof prop-
rtjr.

Gen Bragg, it is stated in the SelmaMississippian," is about to take a com-
land in that State.
Eleven thousand dollars have been
.bscribed and paid in Columbia, S. C,

i (xinin _-__-n A. fjrfT'in'*. Tfv«_nip vji_ii. iriuiK«u o v. :iliIPI..HU- 11

"THE RIVAL ADMINISTRATIONS."
We have received a copy of the vol-

ume bearing the above title just pub-
lished by Mr. E. A. Pollard, author of
"The first 2 years oftho War." The con-
tents of this volume aro as follows :

1. "Want of capacity" in the Confed-
erate Govervnn.oTit.

2nd. "Jefferson Davis."?Early prog-
nostications of tho War.

3d. The Confederate Finances.
4th. The mililary situation in the Con-

federacy?Demagoguism.
sth. Lincoln's peace proclamation.
Gth. The slavery question in the War.
7th History of the retaliation policy.
Bth. The last Hope.
The price ot this pamphlet is $1. 00,

for which amount it will be sent pre-
paid to any part of the Confederacy by
sending remittance to the "Examiner"
Oilice, l-ichmond, Virginia.

The Richmond Whig says that we
have a territorial area sufficient to fur-
nish battle fields for all time. We have
a greater population than that of the
tliii teen colonies during the revolution
of 1776 ; greater than the population un-
der Frederick the Great, when ho suc-
cessfullyresisted a league of one hun-
dred millions against him. We have
armies many fold greater than the com-
bined armies of England and Spain,
when the latter was invaded by three
hundred thousand Frenchmen under the
ablest marshals of Napoleon. Why
multiply instances ? "No one can doubt
the histcrical truth. The success of a
trailant stru_r_rle on the side ofri_»ht and
justice, against wrong and oppression,
is almost inevitable. A virtuous and a
gallant people in a good cause never
have failed. If we are right, and do
not falter, we must succeed?weak as
we may appear, and as strong as the
Federal governmentmay seem. Let us
then be assured that the battle is not
to the strong, but to the vigilant, the
active and thebrave who tight for i ight."

PORCELAIN AND EARTHENWARE.
The Legislature has passed an act in-

corporating the companyfor the manu-
facture of Porcelain and Earthenware in
this County. We have now in our
prosession a specimen of the kaolin, the
material from which tlrs ware is to be
manufactured. Wo understand that per-
sons acquainted with the character of
this material, and who have practical
knowledge of the manufacture ot it in-
to line ware, say that the kaolin obtain-
ed in this County is of the very best qual-
ity. In a few months this Company ex-
pect to have everything in readiness tocommence the manufacture of cups andsaucers, bowls and pitchers, and all
kinds of articles of ware used in house-keeping.

ST A U N TON SPE OTAT OR AND GENEItALADVERTISEE.
NORTHERN NEWS.

Tho National Democratic Convention to nom-
inate a candidate for President meets at Chica-
go on the 4th of July.

A caucus of Democratic members of Congress
was held at the Capitol on the 11th. Resolutions
were unanimously adopted disappoving ol' the
emancipation proclamation.

A Democratic organ is to be started in Wash-
ington to bo called the Constitutional Union.

The following resolution was also adopted by
the caucus of Democratic members of Congress :

"Resolved, That we are lor the restoration of
all the States to the Union. Patriotism and true

statesmanship demand that such a policy should
be pursued towards the people of the States
where tho insurrection exists, as shall bo best |
calculated to bring this expensive and exhaust-
ing war in which wo are now engaged to a close,
and to restore said States to the Union, under
the Constitntion, with all their constitutional
rights unimpaired."

The utmost harmony prevailed between Demo-
crats and Conservatives.

General McClollan's nomination by the Con-
servatives at Philadelphia and Cincinnati v. as
simply a suggestion of his name. His friends
promised in this caucus to suport cordially any
man who might be nominated at Chicago.

A bill will shortly be introduced in Congress,
and will probably pass putting all male fieo.ne- ?
grocs in the Yankeo States, between the ages of
16 and 60, in the military srvice.

The New York Herald says Fremont ia deter-
mined to run as an Independent candidate for
President, and fears the canvass will be carried
on to scenes of violence.

Lincoln has been mentioned for re-lection by
tho Republicans in the Legislature of Indiana,
Illinois, New Hampshire and Pennsylvania.

A telegramfrom tl:_ Lie-idauarters ofthe Army
of the Potomac says that John Minor Botts has
been urged to accept the place of Senator from
Virginia in Washington in place of Bowden, and
that he has written a letter in response, seating
that he is unwilling to accept the honor intend-
ed to be conferred upon him, hoping that the
time is not far distant when he can stand as a
connecting link between tho North and South.
Tho letter is said to bo brief, but eloquent.

In for The War.? The term of service of the
"three years volunteers, will expirein the Spring.
Many cf these gallant men?tho true nobility of
the country?have already resolved to remain in
service until the end of the war, preferring to en-
counter the hardships and perils of a soldier-
life for a few months longer rather than seek in-
glorious ease faraway from the tented fields-
The following telegram received Wednesday last,
by Senator Haynes, of Term., furnishes the
first instnace, we believe, of the re-enlistment of

, a brigade. The date of this event should be in
5 scribed upon the brigade banner :

Dalton. Jan. 19iii.?My brigade has unani-
mously passed the following resolution :

Resolved, That wo, tho ofli ;ers and soldiers
t ol Bate's brigade to day, agree to enlist for the
> war, determined never to lay dovvn onr arms un-

til our home3aro rescued from the enemy, and
' the Confederacy permanently established among
i tho nations of tho earth.
> Wm. B. Bate.

For the Spkcrator.
Camp 52d Va. Regimeht, \

Early's Division. y
Mr. Editor :?Oa the evening of the Bth in-

stant, an event transpired in our midst, of the
deepest interest to every member of tho 52d
Va. Regiment; and becauso of its rare occur-
rence, and the many touching associations of
the past which it called up, we feel that it will
interest youand the readers of your widely cir-
culated paper. I refer to the presentation to
the regiment of a handsome Virginia flag at the
hands of our gallant Colonel, James H. Skinner.

About sunset, the roll of the drum summoned
tho regiment to the parade ground, and in a few
moments it was formed in "line of battlo" by
the brave and efficient adjutant, William Gait,
who so announced it to the Colonel.

At tho command of the colonel, tho regiment
formed into a hollow square, the faces of the
men looking inward. He then took his stand
in the centre, and producing tho correspondence
between himself and Col. Mumford, Secretary
of the Commonwealth, our esteemed and well
tried color-sergeant, Harvey Lackey, advanced
bearing the flag. After reading the correspen-
pence, the Colonel addressed his men in the sub-
joined eloquent and patriotic appeal. After
which there was the ceremony of "Dress Pa-
rade," the admirable drum-corps of the 13th

.Va. enlivening the occasion with its <'soul-stir-
ring" music. CHAPLAIN.

From east Tennessee?Tho news from East
Tennessee latterly, is altogether ofan encourag-
ing character. A very handsome affair is announc-
ed in the following official despatch, received at
the War Department on Wednesday last, from
Gen. Long.treet :

lIussELLYiLL-, Jan. 19, 1861.
To Gen S. Ccopcr:

Major G. W. Day reports a handsome affair at
Big Spring, near Tazewell, this morning. With a
hundred men ho attacked one hundred and fifty
Yankees, captured three Lieutenants, sixty-four
privates, sixty or seventy horses, fifty stand of
arms, six Wagons and one ambulance.

(Signed) J. Longstreet,
Lieutenant General ConmiandiDg.

General Lee's Pardon.?The Rich-
mond correspondent of the Columbus
Sun says that Gen. Lee pardoned, the
other day, just as the sentence was a-
bout to be executed, a deserter condemn-
ed to be shot. His reasou for so doing-
was to encourage the wives'of all sol-
diers to act as the wife of this man had
done. When the officers came in search
of him she promptly delivered him up,
saying it was her duty, in spite of her
love for him and the suffering and hard-
ships she endured in consequence of
his absence, to send him back to the
army that so much needed him in this
hour of its tribulation. For her sake,
Gen. Lee spared him. Let other wives
take note.

Address of Colonel James 12. Skinner to the
Soldiers of the 52d Vn. Regiment.

It is myproud privilege, under the Providence
of God, to present to you, lor the second time,
as your standard, the nig of our mother State.
Under it yon were bom, and under it, I _ray
God, you may live to enjoy many days ofhappy,

lorous independence.
. tl.ig ol our Confederacy may, and docs
, and is entitled to, your cordial attach-
, hut your heart's best devotion is due to
the symbol of your State's sovereignty.?

rthe folds of this flag your lather's lived,
ou lived, while yet in cherished Union
those who have become our cruel and vin-
e enemies; under the _ame flag, as citizens
rginia, you have sought protection from
.stile designs of those loos, and, confeder-
vith your brethren of tho South, aro bat-
for that inestimable right of self-govern-
which, as true born Virginians, you can

? relinquish but with your lives,
ur old flag, or so much of it as has escaped
attle and the breeze, is now treasured, in

the capital of our Statu, iv memorial ofyour pat-
riotic services. How many tales, were it vocal,
and eloquent, could it tell of your heroic con-
duct on the battle-fields of Liberty ? How ruany
stories of your hardships, aud your sufferings,
and your noble endurance in behall of your
country's independence ? Believe me, that that
tattered banner, though tongueless, will speak
in after days with touching pathos of all thosoRs; and a glorious heritage will it be for

children, and your children's children,
notest generations, to bo able to go up, on
pilgrimage, to tho capital of their St.te,

anu say, when that war-worn flag is unrolled,
"under that Hag ourfather, orgrandsire, fought,
and sutler ed, and, may bo, bled, lollowing ever
where it led, through heat, and through cold, in
sunshine and in storm, and amid the carnage of

I, at times ahungered and athirst, and well
laked, and yet, never once deserted his
icneath it, until his country's independence

?ay yon, whatever may have bean your in-
dividual history under the old dig, let that be
the heroic conduct of each one of you under

Iwhich, in Virginia's hallowed name, 1 now
nt to you !

not discouraged whatever may betide!?
enemies vaunted themselves that in three
months they would effect your subjugation,

| but twelve times three are about expiring, and
yet, under the favor of heaven, your cause is
still erect, and needs but stout h.arts on your

' part to he brought to a successful and glorious
i issue.

__c not despondent! Yon evening star is sink-
ing to his rest in the West, and you know that
a chilling night of darkness will follow, but you
look contidently for a coming day, when thedarkness will be swallowed up in the effulgence
ot his returning beams ; and so, though darknessmay rest awhile on us, and our star appear attimes to be setting in night, the earnest, deter-mined efforts of freemen battling for their inal-ienable rights must be successful, and terminatein a day of independence, all the brighter in its

-.©BiH.S ._.__ 4-lirt shadows aud darkness throughwhich it struggles into existence,Wever give up | The blighted face of your
once beautiful country, torn and furrowed bythe ravages of a cruel foe, its desolated fieldsand desecrated hearth-stones, admonish you to"never give up.'"

-Never give up .' The blood of your slaughter.led brethen crieth unto you from tho ground to""never give up i"
Never give up! Your wives, and your littleones, your country bleeding at every pore allthat you yourselves have done, and all that'youyourselves have suffered, your own birthrightas freemen, your ve.y manhood, all. all callout to you to "never give up |
"I am confident that you will heed these voi-'ces, and, with cheering assurance, I commit toyou, as a sacred trust, this honored fla*-. It isthe representative of all which you, as ft-eo__.cncherish upon earth. Invoke for it, as I do now

THE CRISIS.
"Be strong and of a good courage; fear not,

nor be afraid of them ; for the Lord thy God, he
it is that doth go with thee, he will not fail thee
nor forsake thee."

These words, says the Petersburg
Express, which Mose3 spoke to the
Israelites en the banks of the Jordan,
may well be commended to the consid-
eration of the people of the Confederacy
on the eve ofa trial which will be a
severer oneto them than any theyhave
yet been called to withstand. The en-
emy are making the most strenuousexer-
tions and preparations to hurl upon
them in the spring au army surpassing
in magnitude the largest he has yet
been able to bring into the field. He
is aboutto concentrate all his strength
and malignity in one grand, final blow,
which, if it is frustrated, will paralyze
and prostate him. We should rather
be encouraged than alarmed by this de-
monstration, indicating as it unmistaka-bly does, his weariness of the strife and
his anxiety to hasten it to an end. We
should be pleased to see such a manifes-
tation on his side, for it points to peace.

PRESENTATION OF A NEW FLAG
TO THE 53d VA. REGIMENT.

Head Q'es 52d Va. Infantry, »

Dec. 31, 1863. \
Col. Geo. W. Munfohd,

Secretary of the Commor. wealth of Va :

Colonel -.?By the hands of Adjutant William
Gait, I return to the custody of the Comnion-
wcaltn, to be laid up among her treasure., the
tattered remnant of a flag, which was, during last
year, presented to the 62d Virginia Infantry, by
hi 3Excellency, the Governor. It has floated
over the Regiment on the fields of. Cedar Run,
2d Manassas, Sharpsburg, Ist Fredericksburg,
2nd Fredericksburg, and Gettysburg. Under
its folds many a bravo son of Virginia has fallen
in maintenance of the Confederate cause, aud,
on the bloody field of Sharpsburg "the last en-
emy, Death," arrested it from the hands of a gal-
lant bearer,* who, while living, was ever prompt
to carry it defiantly in the faco of his country _

foes.
Let it then be cherished as a memorial of the

honorable services ofthe men, who, amid fiery
trials, have never taltered beneath it; and be
pleased, sir, to send in its stead, as you have
kindly promised to do, another, upon whose
folds, yet unbaptised in blood, and untarnished
by the smoke of battle, may be read, with fresh
inspiration, the just doom of tyrants, and Vir-
ginia's everlasting resolve of resistance to op-
pression.

I am sure I but utter the heartfelt wishes of
my countrymen, when I pray that, iv the com-
ing year, and ere tho new flag can have lost its
freshness, it may please God to vouchsafe to
our bleeding country the balm of peace, and the
blessings of independence.

Very Respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

JAMES H. SKINNER,
Col. Comd'g 52d Va. Infantry.

*Tlie color-sergeant, Charles Bush, a native of
Henrico county, fell mortally wounded, and in
his last moments bequeathed the undrawn bal-
ance of his pay to purchase a flag for his regi-
ment.

STATE Ol? VIRGINIA, )

Executive Department, V
Richmond, January 4, 1864. \

Col. Jas. 11. Skinner,
___-Regiment of Virginia Infantry:

Sir.?The Governor ha. received tiro tattered
remnant of a flag, which has been borno by your
regiment in so many battles, honorably to them-
selves and gloriously for the Commonwealth, and
has directed that it be preserved ia the public
library as a precious relic.

lie has sent by the hands of Adjuiafi Gait a
new flag, under the full conviction that it will be
preserved by your regiment as an emblem of the
Sovereignty of Virginia and a stimulus to excite
the patriotic ardor of your men upon other
fields of glory. Very Respectfully,

GEORGE W. MUNFORD,
Secretary of tho Commonwealth.

LONGSTKEET ADVANCING. The Bristol
"Gazette" of the 21st, st.itcs that on
Friday last the enemy designed an at-
tack on Gen. Longstreet in his quarters
near Morristown, but he ever having
a watchful eye discovered their de3io;u
find inarched out to meet them. He
skirmished with them severalhours Fri-
day and then fell back several miles.
On Saturday he again skirmished with

k hem and diove them back a short dis-
:ancc. It was thought by all that a
generalengagement would take place
>n Sunday?Gen Ransom's forces hav-
ng been ordered up from Rogersville
m Saturday?but tha enemy "smelt a

rat" and commenced retreating. Long-
slreet pursued andskirmished with themuntil they retreated to Strawberry
Plains, wheiu they are now in their
fortifications.

It is said that' our 1033 during the
three days skiimishing was very small,
but that the enemy suffered considera-
bly.

The small pox is raging terribly at
Knoxville among the l'aukees and ne-
groes?there being .00 cases in the city.
The main body of the enemy are now
at the Plains aud the prolific country,
on the French Broad. There are said to '
be now only about 000 of the enemy
garrisoningKnoxville. A negro bar-

Gen Rosecrans has been appointed
to the command of the Military Depart-
ment of Missouri, in the placa of Qeu,
bchohc-d.

FOR TUB SPECTATOR.
Camp Johnson, J

Jan. 15th, 1863. f
I have been requested by the men from N.

Western Virginia, of the 25th Va. Regt., to ten-
der their grateful thanks to Mrs. Robt. Cowan,
Mrs. Wayt, and Mrs. Alex. Taylor of Staunton,
for the lot of excellent yarn socks which those
ladies recently so kindly donated to the men of
this Rogt., whoso homes are within the enemy's
lines They were large, thick, warm socks, and
wore appreciated by many of tho men as only
those can appreciate them who are destitute of
this article of clothing, and who have not seen
their homes since tho war commenced, and do
not expect to see them until it is ended. Such a
present to men whoso patriotism has been more
severely tested than most others, has an effect
beyond"the mere addition to their comfort?it
cheers and strengthens their hearts in tho cause
to which they aro devoted.

R. D. LILLEY,
Lieut. Col. 25th, Va. Regt.

Wor the Spectator.
Head Quarters 25th, Va. Infantry,

January 18th, 1864.
LADIES :

The articles of clothing and pro-
visions, so generously contributed by your Asso-
ciation to the soldiers of the 25th, Va. Inft. were
received yesterday evening, and in thoir name I
havo the honor to return their most grateful ac-
kewledgeiaents of your kindness.

Although exiled from their homes, and cut oil'
from those to whom they would have lookedfor
solace and comfort, the brave men of my Regi-
ment have not met with neglect, or indifference.
They havo frequently been the recipients of fa-
vor, but there are none who have been more lib-
oral towards them, or whom they will more
gratefully remember than the ladies of tho sol-
diers aid society of Zions Church.

We are now enjoying a respite from the priva
tions of the march and the perils of battle, but
it is evident to all that before many days the
campaign will be re-opened, and the conflict re-
vived.

When that hour of trial comes my men will
move to the field with hearts refreshed and en-
couraged by your noble efforts in their behalf;
and when they mingle in the shock of arms they
will strike with renewed determination to drive
back our enemies, and achieve our indepen-
dence.

Adding my own very sinccro thanks, and the
assurance of my high regard, also gratefully ac-
knowledging the kindness ofRobert Coynor, Esq.,
the bearer of the articles.
I have the honor to subscibe myself,

Your Ob't. servant,
JNO. C. HIGGINBOTHAM,
Col. Com'd'g. 25th Va. Inlty.

To tho Ladies of the "Soldiers Aid Society,"
Zions Church, Augusta County, Va.

FOR THE SPECTATOR.
Camp Near Somerville Ford Va. (

January loth. 1864. )
To the soldiers aid societies of Brownsburg

and Newport:
Most gratefully we acknowledge the receipt

of a box containing the following articles for
companies "F" and "fl" of the 31st Keg. Va.
Infantry, from the counties of Randolph andBar-
bour, viz : eight pair ofshoes,fifty pair of socks,
four pairs of pants, one pair drawers, one pair
gloves, fatigue linsey shirts, two fatiguo cotton
shirts, six white shirts, three cloth hats ; also
one pr. of socks for J. French Harding, one pr.
for S. Newton Bosworth, by Miss. Annie With-
row, 1 blanket and six prs. socks, by Mrs. Wm.
Withrow and Miss Jones for J. Woolbridge Bos-
worth, and for distribution to needy soldiers in
Co "II" 31st Va. Keg:?private donations.

For so invaluable a donation to our needy and
homeless soldiers, these societies will ever be
remembered with tho deepest gratitude, and wo
believe such kindness cannot but have tho hap-
py effect of stimulating tho recipients to more
daring deeds when they know and feel that there
are yet those, thou_ll t_l«y be strangers, who are
ever ready to care for them. The Ladies espe- j
dally cannot go uuhonored who, with their un-
tiring aou pi._..-.h! !>and3. were so zo alous and
prompt in assisting to relieve tho wants of the
destitute soldiery of those sister counties, bat-
tling for rights and principles common and sacred
to all true Virginians, and whoso homes are
still in the ruthless hands of a degraded and de-
testable foe, while a tear is dropped to the mem-
ory of loved ones at homo *nd to our gallant
comrades and brothers, who havo reddened with
their blood more than twenty battle fiolds, yet
ever in their hearts will be a place for those so
kind, so thoughtful, so generous; and in after
years when balmy peace shall have returned,
may a whisperir g of tho gentle monitor within
console you with tho soothing thought tint "the
naked have we clothed and to the hungry gave
we moat." In behalf of the companies, we ten-
der their grateful and sincere thanks, and our
own personally.

J. WOODBRIDGE BOSWORTH, Ist Liout.
Comdg. Co. "II" 31st Va. Keg. Infantry.

J. FRENCH HARDING, Capt.
Co "F" 31st, Reg. Va. Infantry ._

It must by no means be supposed,
says the "Sentinel," that tho States now
warring upon us, have not felt the weak-
ening and wasting ell'ect of war. The
contrary is true; and with all their ef-
forts theywill never be able to gather
such armies into the held as they have
heretofore had, and found ineffectual.?
They are buying in a large number of
their present troops by extraordinary
bounties, sugar-coatedwith furloughs to
camp-weary men. But vast multitudes
of these have enlisted to desert. The
people goaei .illy are weary of the war ;
and their hopes, latelyrevived, are based
far more on our supposed, weakness and
distraction than upon their ownstrength.
We will take care to show them their
mistake. We have only to do our part
like men andbrothers?we have only to
win a succes or two, and repulse the
Yankee onset with our accustomed vig-
or to nip all their budding calculations,
to put the peace men on tiieir legs, and
to send gold still higher up the ladder.
It is higher at this moment than it has
been since April last. One month oi'
prosperousfortune to us would change
the blatantNorth so much that it could
scarcely be known as the same. Unity
among our people, reinforced by victo-
ry in the field, will draw almost to our
feet in a moment, and in all its glory,
the bow of peace which now scorn fain
tly pencilled on the distant cloud.?
Then let u_ go to our work with q, will!

-tlcADAIti, WK.HT__.AN, & CO.,
W H . LBS ALB

/ GROCERS AND COMMISSION MERCHANTS,13TH STEKET, EICniIOND, VIRGIKIA.
r Respectfully solicit consignments of Flour, wheatCorn, Meal, Butter, Bacon, Lard and Country Pro-
) duce generally, pledging themselves lo make satis-factory sales and to render promptaccount salesJan 2. ?lmo

| KEWARIJ~r " *
__.__.

*___, fe'to!an, from my stnh.'e, onthe Of the 19th met., one light bay skylark colt"? four years old next Spring, both hind leet white
, short mane and long tail. He can be easily recocni>zed by the appearance ofRing Done on both hind feat1 will pay the above reward for any i nfo. mation thatwill lea4to his recovery. Address me at LexingtonVi»- ALEX. W. HA-iILTON.

'

Jan 26? Sts*

HO!.SI. STOLEN.?Stjlec, iro__. tte stable of
m

. the subscriber, one mile cast ot Staunton, onSunday nignt, 24(,h inst., a i_r-e blood-bay Morse, _newru.t. _::_:_ foot, a bla_e in the forehead, aboat eight
yeais old, carries ins tail to oco _iv. when rode. A
liberal reward will *? given lor any information re-'
gardiug him.

Jan _'j-3t*' _Ug; TAYLOR.
HO____ CjUAKDS.?__e arms and accOutr*. \u25a0merits issued to the W eft View Company of
Home Guards, will bo returned" at once to the store /
house of W. W.Taylor-. TilOS. L. PRESTON,Jan 2.?lt* Cap tain.
GLOyjEK Slfili D.«

The subscriberhas for sale about 12 Bushels of nice clovor seed, at
Vesuvius Furnace 2 miles South of Midway. Apply
aoo.l. WM. A. DONALI-.Jan 2(s?St $(J j
XTOTICE?After the Ist of February next, my±.\ terms will bo $150 per Session ot nine raontns,or inproportion lor a kss term.Jan _,?lt* E. LOUIS IDE.o maj_j.rjkmm wamt__o,Z ~~

KJ I wish to buy a farm of less than two hun-dred acres, healthy, improved, and convenient toStaunton with good water and wood. Tbe dwellinghouse and necessary out buildings must be in fair or-der and the land good. The farm not to be more than15 mile, from Saunton, and or. a river, and, al«opeach and apple orchard. The title must be good. '

.Enquire at this oflice,
Jan IS?tf

'For the Spectator.
Mr. Editor :?1 tee in your last issue a call mad'upon mo by "Many voters'* to announcemyself ascandidate for the Sheriffalty of this county. Whilst

feel obliged to "Many voters" for the complimentaryterms ;_ which their call is made,yet I feel constrained to decline becoming a candidate, as my duties athome, in attending to my farm, makes it necessary fa-me to give the farming operations mvpetsonal titten-tion-

_______

Wm - GAMBLE-

The total number of alien emigrants
which arrived in New York to Decem-
ber 30th is 155,223 ; while in 18G2 the
number was but 76,306.
___ _ MARRIED.

_

On Thursday, the 14th inst., by Rev. J. C. ll.__.ei..
CHARLES R. RUSH, _B_q., and Miss 1'11Q.8.. CSCOTT, daughter of David Scott?all of Rockingham
county.

On the 14th inst., by Rev. Honry St, John Riuker.Mr. REUBEN E. 11AMMON,of Co. X, 12th Virginia
Cavalry, and Miss VIRGINIA ELLSN, daughter o.the late Capt. Israel P. Rinkcr, all of Shenandoah
county, V a .

At New Market, Shenandoah county, Va., on t_»
I3th of January. 1.64. by Rev. S. Henkel, Lieut. ELI-JAU COINER, Co. £, Ist Va. Cavalry, of Augusta
county, Va., and Miss ANNA E. REID, youngest
daughter, ot Thomas Rekl, Esq., ofNew Market.

On Thursday evening, 7th inst.. at the residence ofthe bride's father rear Cedar Grove Mills, by the
Rev. W. W. Tnmblo, Mr. JOHN N. REIi), to Miss
ELIZABETH A. AGNER, all of Rockbridge county.

On the llih inst., at 12 o'clock, M., by Rev. Hora-
tio Thompson, D. D., Col. JOHN H. GIBSON, of the
14th Va. Cavalry, to Miss GEORGIA A. LACKY, all
of Timber Ridge, Rockbridge county.

On the same evening, by the same, at the house of
the bride's father, at 8 o'clock, Mr. JAMES J. Mc-
BRIDE, of Rockbridge county, to Miss MAGGIE fl.
GIBSON,of Timber Ridge.

On the 7th instant, by the Rev. C. Beard, Mr. GEO.
K. KILLIAN, son ofRev. J.Killian,a_d Miss SARAHM. ANDERSON, all of this county.

PIED.
On Sunday, the 3d of January, 18.4, Mrs. HAN

NAU BttENNEMAN, wife ofMr. Abraham Brenne-
nian, of Brook's Gap, Rockingham county, in the61st year of her age.

She had been for many years a consistent member
of the Menonite Church, and had borue her protract-
ed illno.s of 7 or 8 months with ihe fortitude and res-
ignation of a true Christian.

In camp, near Bridgewater, at 4 o'clock, A. M., on
the lß'.h of January, 1864, from the etiects of lauda-
num, taken in protuse quantities during temporary
derangement of m _d, Privat. CHARLES A. WIL-
SON, Co. G, 18th Va. Cavalry, son ot John and Rar-
bara A. Wilson, of Highland"county, Va., in the 19th
year of his age.

OBITUARY.
Died, on the 6th instant, Mrs. MARTHA HAN~

GER, consort ol Peter Hanger, Sr., aged 66 years, _\u25a0
months and 8 days. For her we can s.y what can be
said for few of our race, those wlio kuow her beat es-
teemed her most. Well did she fill the important po-
sition she occupied in life. As a neighbor, she waakind, liberal and obliging not only to the ti_h but al-
so to the poor. As a mistress, she was indulgent and
faithful to tbe interests of herservants. As a mother
affectionate and deeply solicitous of the wellfare of
her children. And as a wife a helpmate indeed,
whose death is deeply mourned not only by a bereav
ed husband and family but by all who intimately
knew her. When addressed in reference to her prep-
aration tor the future she rematked, I have at "ended
to that. May God in his mercy give us all gra?e to
prepare for that solemn hour. C. B.

NEW An\EWLT\SEMENT&.

A GOOD CHANCE TO IJiVEST CON-
FEDERATE MONEY? Vli-GlftfA

HOTEL FURMTURE FOX SALE AT
AUCTION.

In consequence of the present high prices and scarc-
ity of provision the subscriber will close his hotel__.n
Monday, the Ist oay ofFebruary next, and .eminence
to sell at pub i. auction, the Furniture of said Hotel,
on Tuesday, February the __/., and continue from day
to day unt'l sold out* ihe articles to be sold will
embrace over one hundred Bedsteads, Bedding, Hair
and shuck Mattrasses, Blankets, Comforts, Coverlets,
Counterpanes, Sheet., Pillow and Pillow cases. Wash-

i ovwih ana rucners, Carpets, Looking glasses, Oil
taintings, Sofas, Lounges, Rocking-chairs, Parlor,
Cane-botto-r, and common Chairs, Wardrooes, Bu-
reaus, Parlor Stoves, Table ware, 2 mahogany Dining
Tables, 2 large flote! Cooting Stove., 2 Refrigerators,
one new pair Fairbanks Platform Scales, 8 good
young Hows, 2 milk Cows, and many articles too nu-
merous to mention.

F. SCHEFFER.
P. S. The subscriber will rent upon favorable terms

tho entire Hotel or singlerooms. F. S.
Jan 25?2ts

rr__S in jtiM.?
_L Farmers who have delivered

their tithes of wheat or buckwheat, in the mill, ofAu-
gusta county, named in advertisement of 22d ofSep*
tember, ISO 3, will immediately send or briug in themillers' receipts to the Commissary's office, Staunton.
These receipts will be held by the Commissary who
will give his oihcial receipts to the farmers in ex-
change.

It is important that these receipts b_ brought?in
promptly in order to .ruble me to make>proper cred-
its before placing o.timates in the bands of agents for
collection. O. SMITH,Jau. _G ? Capt. & Post Quarter Master.Yin cooy 2t 11th Congressional Dist. ofVa.

G" o o o ___ a t c h
JT I have removed my Friction Match Manitfac-

tory, to the corner known as "Bickle's Corner, on
; Augusta street, opposite the dry good's stjre of Mr.
Owoa C. Morris, where I shall be prepared to fur-
nish Matches by the Gross or Box. These Matches
arc extensively used in Staunton and Richmond and
thought to be fully equal to any ever sold in this mar-
ket. I shall always have a supply on hand, as the
manufactory is kept constantly in operation.
_Jan 2.?lyr D. R. BLAC-.BCRN.

ÜBLIC SALE OE PERSONAL FKOP-
ERTY.?I shall proceed to sell at public auc-

tion,at the residence of Wm. Crawford [Link's sttre,)
an Wednesday, the 17th day of :February, 1864, all
my Pergonal Property,consisting ot sßeds and bed
ding, 1 8 day brass clock, chairs, tables, 1 secretary,
larg. iron kettle, plate., dishes. &c, Ac, and a great
many other articles too numerous to mention.

Terms Cash or six months credit wit-i bond and
approved security. JOHN BOURLAND.

Jan. 20?tds*
~T LMfIN J STi-ATOi-'S SALE?The sale of
____ the personal estate cf SamuelLucas, deed., will
take place at the residence of Wm. Lucas, near
port, on Saturday, the sth day of February next, at
11 o'clock, A. M. Among the property is a good
horse and saddle, a watch, _cc. Terms Cash.

Jan 20-Its* J. H. CALLISON, Admr.
(fl_-| [\t\ REVVAKU.- Ranaway from the sub-

scriber, on Saturday night, the SOth
iustant, two negro boys, named Isaac and Oliver.?The first is about seventeen years old, 5 feet 7 inches
high, ifmulatto color, had on a brown jeans suit and
a straw hat. Oliver is about the same ag- and height
but darker color, and hjd on a Yankee overcoat and
jacket. A reward of $60 will bo givtn for the recov-ery ofeach, or any information tuat will enable him
to get them. JOHN A. PATTERSON,Jan 25?3t_ Ro.kinjhan. Register copy and oharsrethis office. * rv *

j Captured at a Party.?Some thirty-
, four of our cavalry, including a Major

i and several Lieutenants, arrived in
Vicksburg a short time since, having

] beencaptured nearKodney hy the Van
kees. It was rumored in Vicksburg thatthey were surprised by the Yankees
while enjoying themselves at a party
in the neighborhood of I.odney.

The New York JSfews says, that iripublic and private, upon thoroughfares
and in social circles, at all times and in
all places, where citizens arc accustom-
ed to speak their mindsfreely,any man,
who is not wilfully or actually deaf,may hear Abraham Lincoln denounced
as a low, cunning fanatic, an unscriipu-lous partizau, and a prejudiced magis
trate.

Another Capture in Lee.?The Ab-
ingdon Virginian of last week learns
that General Jones'and Giltner's com-
mand captured a foraging party of Tan- j
kees, in Lee county, a tew daj*s ago, '
comprising about 100 prisoners, with j
their arms and eqiiipinontSjhorses,mules, ]
wagons and all.


