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, -A_N"RATES.
Advance Payments.

For 1 yr., $3 in Currency, or equivalentin Specie.
" 6 mo., 1.85, " " " "

" 3 mo., 1.00,
Postponed Payments.

If not paid in advance, additions to the above
charges will be made as follows :?lf payments
be delayed for three months, an addition of 121
per cent, will be charged ; if for 6 months, 25 .per
cent. ; and if for 12 months, 50 per cent.

.J3_* The rates in currency will be changed
from time to time as the price of specie may rise
or fall.

Subscriptions will not be discontinued,
except at the option of the Editor, till all arrear-
ages be paid.

ADVERTISING RATES.
Advertisements will be inserted at the rate

ofOne Dollar per Square of Eight Lines or less,
for the first and 50 cents for each subsequent in-
sertion. Unless the number of insertions be
maked upon the manuscript it will be publish-
ed until forbid and charged accordingly.

p$- Obituaries, Announcements of Candidates
for Office, Communications calling upon, Advoca-
ting or Opposing Candidates, and all Communi-
cations or Notices of a Personal or Private char-
acter, or intended or calculated to promote any
Private Enterprise or Interest, will be chargedfor
as advertisements.

Special Notices will be inserted at double
the advertising rates.

j&T-Address?"Staunton Spectator," Staunton,
Augusta County, Va.

Professional Firectory.
\u25a0. ? ?

BOLIVAR CHRISTIAN. POWELL HARRISON.

|tUKI STIA X A HARRISON,

Attorneys at Law,
STAUNTON, VA.

Courts :? Augusta, Rockbridge, Highland,
and adjoining counties.

Office in lmboden's Law Building, on Court-
House Alley. june!B?6m

AB. ARTHUR, D. D. S., (office one door
-, from corner of Beverly and New streets,

Staunton, Va.
Artificial Teeth mounted on Gold, ____&*_.Silver, Platina, and Vulcanite. The_f__f_s&i&s,

greatest improvement yet introducedC'¥il«P§'
into Dental Science is conceded to be
the Vulcanite process; it being four times lighter
than gold, and much cheaper, embracing superi-
or cleanliness, nicer adaptation, and many other
advantages. All the various operations of Den-
tal Surgery performed with strict reference to
permanency. March 20?tf

JOHN ECHOLS, R. H. CATLETT,
Monroe connty. Lexington.

h. m. bell, Staunton.
ECHOLS, BELL A CATLETT,

ATTORNEYS AT LAW,
Staunton, Virginia,

Will practice in the State and Federal Courts at
Staunton, and in the Circuit and County Courts
of Rockbridge, Rockingham and Alleghany.?
They will also attend to special business in any
part of Va. and West Virginia. [Sept 12?tt

THOS. J. MICHIE. J. W. Q. SMITH.

MICHIE A SMITH,
ATTORNEYS AT LAW,

Staunton, Va.,
Practice in the Federal Court at Staunton ; in all
the Courts of Augusta county; in the Circuit and
County Courts of Rockingham ; and in the Cir-
3uit Courts of Rockbridge.

Collection ofclaims promptly attended to.
Kov. 14?tf
GEO, BAYLOR. MARSHALL HANGER.

BAYLOR A HANGER,
ATTORNEYS AT LAW,

Staunton, Va.,
Practice in all the Courts of Augusta county, and
..tend promptly to the col_»ction of claims in any
ofthe adjoining counties. Nov 7?tf
nEORGEIiI. COCHRAN, Jr.,
IJT ATTORNEY AT LAW,

Staunton, Va.,
Office in rear of Court House, adjoining David
Fultz. Aug 15?tf

Books, 3Fasic, Notions, <&c.

SOMETHING NEW !!_!!! !!!!!!!!
Just received by Express an assortment of
SWEETLY PERFUMED PAPER

and
ENVELOPES.FRENCH PAPER AND ENVELOPES,

in packages, specially for Ladies.
.gg? A lot of PASS and MEMORANDUM

BOOKS of every variety, by
HUNTER & NOW LIN,

may 14?tf next door to P. O.

VTEW BOOKS.?
Photograph Albums ;

Godey's Lady's Book;
Anpleton's Railway Guide;

Youatt on the Horse?latest edition ;
Stereoscopic Albums;

Black, Blue, Purple and Red Inks;
Writing Papers;

Sermon Paper.
_,__. .

'

June 4?tf ROBT. COWMAN.
ATTEST ARRIVAL toy Express ! !!

Another assortment of
Highly Perfumed Paper & Envelopes,

CAP, LETTER, NOTE, BILLET
and account Paper and Stationery Notions;

also, the popular novels,
ST. ELMO and INGENIESCO,

iust received by
HUNTER & NOWLIN.

mav2B? __Yj_______i__f_r
T"hirty-five miles around

Richmond.
A new and beautifully engraved MAP,

compiled by Capt. Hotchkiss, from actual sur-

F-J-ale by HUNTER ft NOWLIN.
may2B?V and V copy

BOOKS ! BOOKS ! I
______Mosby and his Men:

Wearing the Grey ; Dr. Boardman on the Stato
of the Church ; Scrap Books; Holmes' Southern
sth Reader; Webster's Unabridged Dictionary,
latest edition ; The McDonalds, or the Ashes of
Southern Homes, a Tale of Sherman's March

mar 14?tf ROBT. COWAN.

N~~ _fW GOODS.?The undersigned have just
received new additions to their stock of Sta-

tionery, Books, Music, and Notions, and respect-
fully call the attention of the public to their as-
sortment, which will be found very select and va-
ried, and which will, it is believed, give satisfac-
tion to every patron.

.

To our former stock, we have also added print-
ing material, such as Book, Flat Cap and Color-
ed Paper, Satin Surface Boards, Business Cards,
&c, which will be furnished in any quantity.

Anything calledfor in our business, and not on
hand, will be supplied at a few days' notice.

HUNTER & NOWLIN,
one door West of Post Office, Staunton, Va.

marl2?tf _

G~ EN.n____l___Y 1S BOOK of his Valley
Campaign, and Magazines for May, at

HUNTER & NOWLIN'S,
mar 26?tf next door to P. O.

Fay Your FZonest Febts.

MY MUCH BELOVED BRETHREN
AND SISTERNS.

From this day and until the 15th of this month,
I will hold a meetingin my countingroom, when

Iwill hold forth from the text
Give unto Coesar what is Due Ccesar.

Now is the time to come up, for verily if you
don't hearken to my call, Judgment Day, (Tom
Marshall) will be at your door before you are a-
ware. A hint to the'wiseis sufficient.

jan B?tf S. H. HILB.

TO" THE PUBLIC? Our accounts will all
be drawn off by the first of January, 1867,

and we hope that all who are indebted to us will
come forward promptly and settle, as we cannot
carry on our business successfully if they fail todo so. Afier that date we propose to do

STRICTLY A CASH BUSINESS,and hope that our friends will not ask us to de-
part from this rule,

dec 25-tf HOGE & MASON.
Yin copy

Fresh Garden Seeds.

FRESH GARDEN SEEDS A ONION
SETS, just received and for sale at

Dr. EICHELBERGER'S
mar 19?tf Drug Store.

Groceries.

SAET! SAET !?
225 SACKS FINE SALT

for sale cheap by
may 14?tf BAKER BROS.

FLOUR ! !

Superior brands of
Family, Extra and Superfine Flour,

warranted, for family use, by
may 14?tf BAKER BROS.

EMENT.?Fifty Barrels
Fresh Ground James River Hydraulic

CEMENT, just received and for sale by
ap2_? A. M. BRUCE.

PERE CIDER VINEGAR just received.
ap 2?3 m JOHN B. HOGE.

NICE ARTICLE GREEN TEAS for
sale cheap. JNO. B. HOGE.

and fresh Soda
J Crackers, just received.

aP2, JOHN B. HOGE.
C_f\ BARRELS SEGAR,
s4A3 10 Bags Java, Laguira, and Rio Coffee,

5 barrels Molasses, just received by
oct 9?tf HOGE & MASON.

MARSHALL & WORTHINGTON SALT
for sale by

fel>2l? A. M. BRUCE.

SUGAR, COFFEE, SYREP
and MOLASSES,

(all grades) for sale by
feb 26-tf A. M. BRUCE.

CASH paid for Flour, Corn, Bacon, Lard,
Butter, &c., &c, by

feb 26 A. M. BRUCE.

BAGS.?3000 Corn or Meal Bags for sale at a
very small advance on wholesale cost by

WM. M. POOLE,
jan 15?tf V&V copy

HOGE A MASON,
GROCERS & PRODUCE MERCHANTS,

next door to old Central Bank,
Staunton, Va.,

keep constantly on hand a full assortment of
Groceries, Flour, &c.

Cash paid for Flour and Country Produce.
oct 9?tf

ry r SACKS FINE MARSHALL SALT,
/ O just received and for sale low for cash, by

oct 9?tf HOGE & MASON.

CHEESE A CRACKERS for sale by
oct 9?tf HOGE & MASON.

Tobacco, Snuff and Cigars.

RM. GEY,
a Successor to C. T. Cochran $ Co.,

has just returned from market with a very supe-
rior lot of CHEWING *SMOKING TOBACCO
which he offers at very low figures to the old pat-
rons and friends of the late firm. The attention
of merchants from the country is specially called
to his brands of Chewing Tobacco, consisting of
"Peyton Graveley,,' Golden Leaf,
Crumpton, Cresus, &c.

Tobacco by the box at 60 cents.
Also by the plug-25 cents,

Smoking Tobacco :
Fruits and Flowers?very nice;

Virginia Choice,
Lone Jack,

and other brands, by the barrel to retailers.
Garrett & Simpson's Scotch Snuff.
Havana Cigars?and other brands.

_5S_ Genuine Meerschaums, Imitation, and
general variety of Pipes.

Give him a call,
may 7 ?tf

rpOBACCO, CIGARS, SNUFFS,
Pipes, Stationery, Notions, Ac.

SPBING TRADE.
ARMENTROUT $ SON,

Corner of Main and Augusta streets,
invite the attention of purchasers to their large
stock of goods just selected and received direct
from the importers:

The largest and best assorted stock of Station-
ery in the market;

The largest stock and greatest variety of Pipes,
from the ordinary Clay up to the finest Meer-
schaum ; Weichsel, Cherry, Italian, India Rub-
ber, Reed, Root, and other Stems ; good assort-
ment Walking Canes ; fine stock Toilet and Fan-
cy Soaps; Hair, Tooth, and Nail Brushes; Pock-
et and Dressing Combs?new style: splendid
stock of Pocket Knives, Pocket Ink Stands,
Match Boxes?new style ; Pocket Books?some-
thing new; Blank Books, and Diaries for 1867 ;
Blacking and Blacking Brushes; Tobacco Bags
and a great many other useful Notions ; Macea-
boy, Rappee, and Scotch Snuffs; Levi Garret
& Sons' Scotch Snuff, put up in bottles, the best
in use; also a large stock of CHEWING TO-
BACCOS?aII the favorite brands.

100,000 CIGARS of our own Manufacture, and
all warranted as represented; none but the best
Tobaccos used.

_?§«. Dealers are invited to call and examine
stock before purchasing elsewhere, as we are de-
termined tq sp-ll as low, if not lower, than any
other house in the country. If not ablp to pome
send orders which will receive prompt attention
and with every advantage which they would have
were the parties present in person.

mar 12?tf

Hardware, Cutlery, &c.
..#-.

NAILS A HORSE SHOES.? A large
assortment at reduced prices, by

may 14-
_

BAKER BROS.
TOVES.? We would call the attention of

our friends to our stock of Cook, Parlor and
Dining-room Stoves, embracing a variety of new
and elegant patterns, all of which will be sold
cheapfor cash.

nov WOODS & GILKESON.

COUNTRY IRON.? We have justreceived
a supply of Country Iron, and made ar-

rangements to keep an assortment always on
hand.

__.

jan 22 WOODS & GILKESON.
ORSE SHOES.? SOOO pounds Burden's

Horse Shoes, just received, and for sale
cheap for cash, by

j
______________

WOODS & GILKESON.
r__7_ LRS. NORWAY NAIL RODS,
i)|JU 500 lbs. Swede's Iron, and Horse Shoe
Iron for sale by ? \u25a0 ~ .

jan 22 WOODS & GILKESON.

HARDWARE.? We are now receiving a
large stock of

HARDWAR__, CUTLERY, &c,
embracing every article usually kept in a Hard-
ware House.

Our stock has been purchased onthe best terms
(from Manufacturers and their agents) and with
great care, and we are determinedto sell Cheap
for Cash. Give us a call.

oct 9?tf WOODS & GILKESON,

IRON AND HORSE SHOES.? We have
just received 5 tons assorted Iron and 30 kegs

Horse Shoes, assorted?Fore and Hind? cheap
for cash, \u25a0 WOODS & GILKESON.

Auction & Commission Souses.
k GENERAL AUCTION

The undersigned, under the firm and style of
Peck & Cushing,

having taken the large and commodious store-
room of Mrs. B. Bolen, at the corner of Augusta
street and Spring Alley, inStaunton, for the pur-
pose of conducting a

.

General Auction and Commission Business,
solicit consignments of all kinds of Goods and
Produce, to be sold either at auction or private
sale, at reasonable charges.

Sales of all kinds of property attended either
in town or county. H. H. PECK,

jan Ist, 1867. ___§\u25a0_ CUSHING.^
The Foor.

TO the FARMERS of the VALLEY.
?The undersigned appeals in behalf ot the

starving people of South Carolina?his native
State?to the farmers and all other persons hav-
ing corn for sale in the Valley and the adjacent
country, to sell and deliver to him their surplus
corn at the earliest jiracticablcmoment. It isim-
peritively necessary that corn should be gotten
to these people at once in order that they may be
saved from actual starvation, as they failed al-
most entirely in a corn crop themselves and sup-
plies from other sources are cut offby the almost
unprecedentedcondition of thecountry roads and
the interruption of Railroad communication by
the washing away of bridges, &c.

This appeal is not for contributions: I propose
to pay the market price in cash upon the deliv-
ery of the corn, and will hope that a humane
people will not horde up the necessaries of life
from their famishing countiymen. Much good
may be done by the immediate delivery of 50
bushels by each farmer, if he cannot deliver more.

ap2-V&V copy tf W. M. POOLE.

The circulation of the Spectator is
about as great as the combined circulation
of both the other papers published in this
place, and has as many subscribers in this
county alone as are contained in the whole
list of either of the other papers.

Foetry.
For the Spectator.

The River.
Be still, ever flowing, never quiet, river,
Cease to upbraid me as you hurry along;
Taunt me no longer with joys gone forever,
Hush, O ! hush thy sorrowful and mournful song.
But ever receding and never heeding,
The cruel river with my hopes is fleeting.
Away! Away! with memories of the past,
Divide me no longer with fears that have fled,
Bury all the happiness that could not last,
Hide, O! hide the hopes and desires that are

dead.
But ever and on the river is flowing,
Heedless of all my agony, is going.

_#-. .

The Old Canoe.
Where the rocks are gray and the shore is steep,
And the waters below look dark and deep :
Where the rugged pine in its lonely pride
Leans gloomily over the murky tide ;Where the reeds and rushes are tall and rank,
And the weeds grow thick on the winding bank,
Where the shadow is heavy the whole day thro'
Lies at its moorings the old canoe.
The useless paddles are idly dropped,
Like a sea-bird's wings that the storm has lopped,
And crossed on therailing, one o'er one,
Like folded hands when the work is done;
While busily back and forth between,
The spider stretches his silvery screen,
And the solemn owl, with his dull "too-hoo,"
Nestles down on the side of the old can«e.
The stern, halfsunk in the slimy wave,
Rots slowly away in its living grave,
And the green moss creeps o'er its dull decay,
Hiding the moldering dust away,
Like the hand that plants o'er the tomb a flower,
Or the ivy that mantles a fallen tower;
While many a blossom of liveliest hue
Springs up o'er the stern ofthe old canoe.
The currentless waters are dead and still?
But the light winds play with the boat at will,
And lazily in and out again
It floats the length of its rusty chain,
Like the weary march of the hands oftime,
That meet and part at the noontide chime;
And the shore is kissed at each turn anew
By the dripping bow of the old canoe.
Oh, many a time with a careless hand,
I have pushed it away from the pebbly strand,
And paddled it down where the streamran quick,
Where the whirls were wild and the storm was

thick;
And laughed as I leaned o'er the rocking side,
And looked below in the brokeji tide,
To see that the faces and boats were two
That were mirrored back from the old canoe.

But now, as I lean o'er the crumbling side,
And look below in the sluggish tide
The face that I see is graver grown,
And the laugh I heard has a sober tone,
And the hands that lent to the light skiffwings
Have grown familiar with sterner things ;
But I love to think of the hours that flew,
As I rocked where the whirls their wild spray

threw;
Ere the blossoms moved or the green grass grew
O'er the moldering stern ofthe old canoe.

Who are Entitled to Register.
We publish below, from the recent opinion

of Attorney-General Stanbery, a summary of
the qualificationsof voters :

1. The oath prescribed in the supplemental
act defiesall the qualifications required, and
every person who can take that oath is entitled
to have his name enteredupon the list of voters.

2. The board of registration have no author-
ity to administerany other oath to the person
applying for registration than this prescribed
oath ; nor to administer any oath to any other
person, touching the qualifications of the ap-
-njicant, or the falsity of the oath so taken by
him. The act to guard against falsity in the
oath, provides that, if false, the person taking
it shall be tried and punished for perjury.

No provision is made for challenging the
, qualificationsof the applicant, or entering upon

any trial or investigation of his qualifications,
eitherby witnesses or any other form of proof.

3. As to citizenship and residence.
The applicant for registration must be a citi-

zen ofthe State and ofthe United States, and
must be a resident of a county included in tfie
election district. He may be registered if he
has bppn such citizen for a period less than
twelve months at the time he applies for regis-
tration, but he cannot vote at any election un-
less his citizenship has then extended to the
full term of one year. As to such a person the
exact length ofhis citizenship should be noted
opposite his name on the list, so that it may ap-
pear on the day of election, upon reference to
the list, whether the full term has then been
accomplished.

4. An unnaturalized person cannot take this
oath, but an alien who has been naturalizedcan
take it. and no otherproofof naturalization can
be required from him.

5. No one who is not twenty-oneyears of age
at the time ofregistration can take the oath,
for he must swear that he has then attained
that age.

6. No one who has been disfranchised for
participation in any rebellion against the Uni-
ted States, or for felony committed against the
laws ofany State or ofthe United States, can
safely take this oath.

The actual participation in a rebellion, or the
actual commission of a felony, does not amount
to disfranchisement. The sort of disfranchise-
ment here meant, is that which is declared by
law passed by competent authority, or which
has been fixed upon the criminal by the sen-

, tence of the court which tried him for the
crime,

No law of the United States has declaredthe
penalty of disfranchisementfor participation in
rebellion alone. Nor is it known that any such
law existed in either of these ten States, ex-
cept perhaps Virginia, as towhich State special
instructions will be given.

7. As to disfranchisement arising from hav-
ing held office followed by participation in re-
bellion.

This is the most important part of the oath,
and requires strict attention to arrive at its
meaning. I deemit proper to give the exact
words. The applicant must swear or affirm as
follows:

"That 1 have never been a member of any
State legislature, nor held any executive or ju-
dicial office in any State andafterwardsengaged
in an insurrection or rebellion against the Uni-
ted States, or given aid or comfort to the ene-
mies thereof; that I have never taken an oath
as a memberof Congress of the United States,
or as an officer of the United States, or as a
memberof any State legislature, or as an cxc-

' cutive or judicial officer of any State, to sup-
I port the Constitution ofthe United State:, and
I afterwards engaged in insurrection or rebellion

i against the United States, or given aid or com-
fort to the enemies thereof."

Two elements must concur in order to dis-
qualify a person under these .ictuses: Eirst, the

j office and official oath to support the Constitu-
tion of the United States: Second, engaging
afterwards in rebellion. Both must exist to

work disqualification, and must happen in the
order of time mentioned.

A person who has held an office and taken
the oath to support the Federal Constitution
and has not afterwardsengaged in rebellion, is
not disqualified. So, too, a person who has
engaged in rebellion, but has not theretofore
held an office and taken that oath, is not dis-
qualified.

8. Officers of the United States.
As to these the language is without limita-

tion. The person who has at any time prior to
the rebellion held any office, civil or military,
under the United States, and has taken an of-
ficial oath to support the Constitution ofthe
United States, is subject to disqualification.

9. Military Officers ofany State prior to the
rebellion are not subject to disqualification.

10. Municipal Officers, that is to say, officers
of incorporated cities, towns, and villages, such
as mayors, aldermen, town council, police, and
other city or town officers, are not subject to
disqualification.

11. Persons who have, prior to therebellion,
been members of the Congress of the United
States, or members of a State legislature, are
subject to disqualification. But those who huve
been membersof conventionsframing or amend-
ing the Constitution of"a State, prior to the re-
bellion, are not subject to disqualification.

12. All the executive or judicial officers of
any State who took an oath to support the Con-
stitutionof the United States, are subject to
disqualification, and in these I include county
officers, as to whom I made a reservation in the
opinion heretofore given. After full consider-
ation I have arrivedat the conclusion, thatthey
are subject to disqualification, if they were re-
quired to take as a part of their official oath,
the oath to support the Constitution of the Uni-
ted States.

13. Persons who exercised mere agencies or
employmentsunder State authority, are not
disqualified ; such as commissionersto lay out
roads, commissioners ofpublic works, visitors
of State institutions, directors of State banks
or other State institutions, examiners ofbanks,
notariespublic, commissioners to take acknowl-
edgement ofdeeds and lawyers.

ENGAGING IN REBELLION.
Havingspecified what- offices held by any one

prior to the rebellion, come within the mean-
ing of the law, it is necessary next to set forth
whatsubsequent conduct fixes upon such per-
son the offence ofengaging in rebellion. I re-
peat, that two things must exist as to any per-
son, to disqualify him from voting: first, the
office held prior to the rebellion, and after-
wards, participation in the rebellion.

14. An act to fix upon a person the offence
of engaging inrebellion under this law, must be
an overt and voluntary act, done with the in-
tent ofaiding or furthering the common unlaw-
ful purpose. A person forced into the rebel
service by conscription, or under a paramount
authority which he could not safely disobey,
and who would not have entered such service
if left to the free exercise ofhis own will, can-
not be held to be disqualified from voting.

15. Mere acts of charity, where the intent is
to relieve the wants of the object ofsuch char-
ity, and not done in aid of the cause in which
he may have been engaged, do not disqualify.
But organized contributions offood and cloth-
ing for the general reliefof persons engaged in
the rebellion, and pqt ofa merely sanitary char-
acter, but contributed to enable them to per-
form their unlawful object, may be classed with
acts which do disqualify.

Forced contributionsto the rebel cause, in
the form of taxes or military assessments, which
a person may be compelled to pay or contribute,
do not disqualify. But voluntary contributions
to the rebel cause, even such indirect contribu-
tions as arise from the voluntary loan of money,
to rebel authorities, or purchase of bonds or se-
curities created to afford the means of carrying
on the rebellion, will work disqualification.

16. All those who, in legislative or other of-
ficial capacity were engaged in the furtherance
of the common unlawful purpose, where the
duties of the office necessarily had relation to
the support of the rebellion, such as members
Of thq rebel conventions, congresses, and legis-
latures, diplomatic agents of the rebel confed-
eracy, and other officials whose offices were cre-
ated for the purpose of more effectually carry-
ing on hostilities, or whose duties appertained
to the support of" the rebel cause, must b« held
tp be disqualified.

But officers who, during the rebellion, dis-
charged official duties not incident to war, but
only such duties as belong even to a state of
peace, and were necessary to the preservation
of order and the administration of law, are not
to be considered as thereby engaging in rebel-
lion or as disqualified. Disloyal sentiments,
opinions or sympathies would not disqualify,
but where a person has by speech or by wri-
ting, incitedothers to engage in rebellion, he
must come under the disqualification.

17. The dutie* of the Opp.rU appointed to stt-
perintend the elections.

This board, having the custody of the list of
registered voters in the district for which it is
constituted, must see that the name of the per-
son offering to vote is found upon the registra-
tion list, and if such proves to be the fact, it is
the duty of tbe board to receive his vote. They
cannot receive the vote of any person whose
qaine is not upoq tlie list., though he may be
ready to take the registration oath, and al-
though he may satisfy them that he was unable
to have his name registered at the proper time,
in consequence of absence, sickness or other
cause.

The board cannot enter into any enquiry as
to the qualificationsof any person whose name
is not on the list, or as to the qualifications of
any person whose name is on the list.

18. The mode of voting is provided in the
act to be by ballot. The board will keep a
record and poll-book of the election, showing
the votes, list of voters, and the persons elected
by a plurality ofthe votes cast at the election,
and make returns of these to the commanding
General of the district.

19. The board appointed for registration and
for superintending the elections, must take the
oath prescribed by the act of Congress, ap-
proved July 2, 1562, entitled, "An act to pre-
scribe an oath of office."
I have the honor to be, with great respect,

Henry Stanbery,
Attorney General.

_*? ~+-

of Gossip.
I have known a country societywhich wither-

ed away all to nothing under the dry rot of gos-
sip only. Friendship once as firm as granite,
dissolved to jelly, and thenran away to water,
all on account of this; love, that promised a
future as enduring as heaven and as stable as
truth, evaporated into a morningmist that turn-
ed to a day's long tears, only because of this;
a father and a son were set foot to foot with the
fiery breath of anger that would never cool again
between them, only because of this; and a hus-
band and his young wife, each straining at tbe
heated leash which, in the beginning, hadbeen
the golden bondage of a God-blessed love, sat
mournfully by the side of the grave where all
their love and all their joy lay buried, and only
because of this. I have seen faith transformed
to mean doubt, hope give place to grim despair,
and charity take on itself the features of black
malevolence, all because of" the spoil words of
scandal and the magic mutterings of gossip.
Great crimes work great wrongs, and the deeper
tragedies of human life spring from its larger
passions; but woeful and most mournfulare the
uncatalogucd tragedies that issue from gossip
and detraction ; most mournful the shipwreck
often madeof noble natures and lovely lives by
the bitterwinds and dead salt waters ofslander.
So easy to say, yet so hard to disprove?throw-
ing on the innocent all theburden and the strain
of demonstrating their innocence, and punish-
ing them as guilty if unable to pluck out the
stings they neversee, and to silence words they
never hear?gossip and slander are the deadliest
and crudest weapons man has ever forged for
his brother's

Widows are the great game of fortnne-hun-
ters.--addison.

STAUNTON, VA., TUESDAY, JUNE 25, 1867.
[From the Richmond Dispatch.]
"UnconditionalUnion Men."

What do these words mean ? We do not be-
lieve any body at the South is at liberty to as-
sume any such attitude as "unconditional."?We are surrounded, hedged in, and kept down
by ' 'conditions.'' The reconstruction acts bristle
with them. The "ifs" are piled up with ex-cessive precaution: "if" and "if" and "if."?And as "if" these were not sufficient, we havethe added conditions of Mr. Keiley of a liberal
system of common schools ; of Mr. Sumner, of
equality ofcolors in the schools; of the RadicalExecutive Committee that we must become
radicalized ; with other conditionssuggested by
gentlemen high in the Radical party, who speak
as having authority.

So that the dominant party represented by
the "unconditionals" in Virginia are determin-ed that nothing shall be done save upon "con-dition."

C. D. Drake, U. S. Senator from Missouri.
In 1859 and 1860, this gentleman was one of

the representatives from St. Louis, in the Mis-
souri Legislature. He was then a brawling,
demagogical Democrat. He was particularly
noted for his propensity to "gab," his pragma-
tical arrogance, his unscrupulous cunning, his
illiberality, and unfairness in debate, and for
the merciless tomahawking inflicted upon him
by Frank Blair, in the hall of the Senate, and
the Quaker-like meekness with which he bore
it.

It was during the discussion of the "Bill
making a final grant of State aid to certain
Main Trunk Roads," that Col. B. H. Jones, of
Marion, gave Drake the following thrust, which
had the happy effect of cooling the gentleman's
ardor for several days:

"Sir, I call public attention to tbe fact, that
notwithstanding this bill has been pending in
this body for some ten days, not a single mem-
ber has dared to raise his voice in advocacy of
its provisions in detail. Where, I ask you, is
the man who has had the nerve to rise in his
place, and attempt to explain this bill, and
make a regular argument in favor of its pass-
age ? Its friends evidently seek to avoid dis-
cussion, as if conscious of its inability to with-
stand the ordeal ofhonest investigation. Whodoes not recollect the course ofthe gentleman
from St. Louis, [Mr. Drake,] Thursday even-
ing ? How illiberal,how ungenerous in him, to
move the "previous question," when he sawthat the gentleman from Andrew, [Mr. Hud-
gins,] desiredto address the House. Who, sir,
has consumed so much of the time ofthis body,
as the very loquacious gentleman from Saint
Louis? Who, sir, has bored us oftener, or
bored us longer than he? And, upon this iden-
tical measure, and through all this week, now
closing, who has been heard more fully and
more patiently ? And now, after all this indul-
gence on the part of the House, he, the gentle-
man from St. Xouis, has thie hardihood to move
the "previous question." Sir, that gentleman \
owed it to himself, owed it to this body, tohave .
been the last, the very last man on this floor, to ;
have made that motion. But he is evidently iimpressed with the idea that he is entitled to t
special and peculiar privileges in this Legisla- ;
ture. He is to speak whenhe sees fit, and as ,?
long as he sees fit, and then he is to apply the .
gag to each and every man who has the temeri- j
ty to attempt a reply. I, for one, feel disposed i
to disabuse his mind of some of his peculiar no- <
tions. His course upon this floor, and the plan
that I propose to adopt in regard to him, I will tillustrate by an anecdote. ]"During the Shanghai and Braniah Pootra ,fever in our country, there was a certain gentle-
man who embarked very extensively in the ipoultry raising business?so much so, that he tfound <it necessary to employ a man to attend Iexclusively to that department. Patrick Q'- 'Flaherty was the man employed; and one of ithe express stipulations of the contract was, j
that one fowl should not be allowed to put so <much as one grain more in his crop, than an-
other. A failure on Patrick's part, to faithful- ily carry out this stipulation, was to be followed iby an instant dismissalfrom service. Profound- t
ly impressed with the dignity andresponsibility iofhis position, Patrick, aft feeding time, repair- ied: basket in hand, to the poultry yard, and twas instantly surrounded by his feathered tcharge, including a venerableMuscovy drake. <Patrick at once proceeded to scatter his grain
broadcastupon the ground, and hisindignation, iwhen he saw the old drake shovelling up, with -
his broad bill, half a dozen grains at a time, i
can be better imagined than described. The
contract was evidently being -__..k_n, and he
was in danger oflosing his place. What was ito be done ? The monopolizing capacity ofthe iaquatic gentleman, must berestricted. Patrick
left the ground thoughtful; b.ut, by the time ithe hour for feeding had again come around, a
happy expedient had suggested itself. He
sharpened his penknife, and again wended his iway to the poultry yard. No sooner hr,d the !
corn rattled upon the ground, than with a flap
and a quack, the drake pitched headlong into
the mass ofstruggling fowls, and proceeded to iappropriate about ten shares to himself.

'Bad luck to ye, ye broad-mouthed spal- ipeen,' says Patrick, 'an its meself that'llbe af-ther taching ye betther manners than the likes :o'that"' S,o, seising the unfortunate fowl, and ;
placing him securely under hisleft arm, Patrick
drew his penknife from his pocket, and, after j
deliberately whittling his drakeship'sbill down :
to a sharp point, threw him upon the grqund,with : 'Now, botheration to the likes orye!? i
Take yer chance with the bobbed tail roos-
ters!' " [Roars of laughter, and cries of
"good," "good," from all parts ofthe House]

"Now, Mr. Speaker, I think it high time
our Drake's bill were whittled down, in orderthat the bobbed-tail roosters may stand somechance on this floor I L Renewed laughterand iapplause.J i

? >-

The "unconditionalUnion men," not satisfiedwith this name as an exclusion of conscientious
gentlemenfrom association with them, declare
in their public call for a Convention that they
desire to "rescue" themselves and the State
[particularly the State and its offices] from thehands of those who have brought ruin, desola-
tion,want, aud tcretchednessupon our land."?

As to who did this there is at least ground for
debate. But the going back to that question
of the past displays at once the meaning andproscriptive spirit of these "unconditional Uni-
on men.'' The meaning is that those who join-
ed the State in its resistance to the FederalGovernmentbrought on this "ruin, desolation,"
etc. Yet, if all those unite against the "uncon-
ditionals, '' how are they to triumph ? Only bythe aid of some adroit scheme to detach a part
of the people from the more prominent men or
leaders. The bare suppositi_fe that such a
scherqe could succeed is an imputation uponthe honor of the people. Will any respectable
number of citizens be so treacherous and un-
manly as to seek to make others the scape-goatsof their acts ? Can they incur the doubleguilt
and opprobrium of first cowardly evading re-
sponsibilityfor their own acts, and then joining
these

_

"unconditional," uncompromising per-
sons in denouncing their late comrades, who
are not one whit more culpable than themselves?
No Virginian, no true man, would betray his ?brother in a manner so disgraceful to the hu-
man race. Those who count upon such treach-
ery in Virginia will be disappointed.

Such must be the expectation ofthis prescrip-tive party. Those who from having helped to
bring "ruin," &c, cannot take part in the ad- iministration ofthe government proposed to be _
"rescued" are allowed to votefor those who did c
not help to bring ruin; i. c. who neither sympa- tthized with nor took part in tho rebellion. The t
family of "unconditionals" are thus the High a
Prists forover, to whom the rebels may bring i
their offerings of firstlings of the flocks andfirst
fruits; but they cannot be suffered to enjoy the 1
dignities and emoluments. IIt is to be lamented that any party so pro- jscriptive should be organized in Virginia. It Iis manifest that it is by intention based upon cthe negro vote. Its leaders, at most, count up- ion a very small part of the white vote of Virgin- .
ia. They deliberately propose to subordinate \

the reaj people ofVirginia?that white popula- ?

tion on whose talents, energy, experience, and
worth rests all our hope for the recovery of the .
prosperity of the State and for thepreservation tof its order and its high character? to the negro .
population. Th_,t i_- it, and nothing else, the i
success ofsuch a scheme wouldbe deplorable? ideplorable for its results for both white and tblack and its injury to the interests and the 1character ofVirginia. No. party that does not iembrace a large majority ofthe whitepeople of 1Virginia should succeed in controlling its gov- 1
ernment or shaping its destinies. iThe Southern people fought on a point of ihonor and a principle, The principle involved Ja question mi settled by the framers of the U. (
States Constitution, and it was, therefore, left i
to the arbitramentof abloody war. The South (
was defeated,and her people immediatelyyield- ied their allegiance to the Federal Government, tFrom the moment defeat was acknowledged, iand adhesion to the government was signified (
by them, they were true and trustworthy citi- t
zens, and it is gross injustice, and most unwise tand injurious policy to doubt them. Nor do \
we believe they are distrusted. They are pre- ijudiced and injured by pretended doubts and iimputations, and subjected to exclusions fo tpast acts, merely for party advantages, and to tdiminish the number eligible to offices. The t"unconditionals" in this way have a fine pros- j
pect should they triumph. Offices will be a- ibundant, eligible persons few. i

Rancid Butter. ?We cut from an exchange cthe following recipe; "To a pint of water add 1
thirty drops (about halfa teaspoonful) of liquor iof chloride of lime. Wash in this two and a chalf pounds ofrancid butter. When everypar-
ticle of the butter has come in contact with the
water, let it stand an hour or two; then wash
the butter well again in pure water. The but-
ter is then left without any odor, and has the
sweetness of fresh butter. These preparations
of lime have nothing injurious in them."

The same paper says: "We forthwith ob-tained some of the most rancid butter, and it (
was bad enough for any stomach that had more
sensibility than a wagon wheel. We doctored
it as per recipe, and when placed it on the table, |along with new, good butter, very able judges
could not distinguish which was the new butter, jHere is a fact worth a year's subscription to apaper."

_#_ ;

A Mechanical Wonder!? The Scientific 'American, in speaking ofthe Willcox & Gibbs
Sewing Machine, says: "One cannot but ad- 'mire the beauty and accuracy of its movements,
and the entire absence ofall noise, even when !
running at the rate of 2,000 stitches and up- \u25a0wards per minute; this alone must prove a
great recommendation to it. Another merit is
the good workmanship. The parts are made j
interchangeable, so that in the event ofaccident
to the machine, any part can be replaced at a
trifling cost. It is, indeed, a mechanical won-
der?a household necessity. ''

[For the Spectator,]
Mr. Ewtor.?I send you a part ofa spirited

paper, the "West and South," published in
Cincinnati, Ohio, and a strong advocate of the
rights of the State. We cannot expect, even
an approach to liberty or to our condition as it '
was under our Constitution thirty years ago,
until the doctrine ofStatesrights is fully recog-
nized and acted upon in conducting the affairs
of Government. I send an articlefrom the pen
of Agassiz, the celebrated sayan, in which he
demonstrates that the negro, now our superior,
as our rulers construe the principles ofour gov-
ernment and carry them out, is as distinct in
his bones, blood, &c, , from us as that which
exists between the horse and the ass?or eagle
and the owl. Who can study this subject and
doubt for one moment that the Maker of us all
did not intend the race to be subservient too and
the slave of the white man ? Yet this is only
a subject to amuse ourselves with now. Jocho
has changedplaces with his master, the organ
grinder.

CIJDJOE.
The Races.

In a recent lecture delivered by Prof. Agas-
siz, that gentleman took the following position
inregard to the white and black races:
"I have pointed out over a hundred specific

differencesbetween the bonal and nervous sys-
tems of the whiteman and negro. Indeed, their
frames are alike in no partioular. There is not
a bone in the negro's body which is relatively
the same shape, size, articulation,or chemically
of the same composition as that of the white
man. Even the negro's blood is chemically a
very differentfluid from that which courses in
the veins of the white man. The whole physi-
cal organism of the negro differs quite as much
from the man's as it doesfrom that ofthe chim-
panzee?that is, in his bones, muscles, nerves
and fibres, the chimpanzee has not much fur-
ther to progress to become a negro, than a ne-
gro has to become a white man. This fact
science inexorably demonstrates. * *

"Climate has no more to do with the differ-
ence between the white man and negro than it
has between that of the negro and the chimpan-
zee, or than it has between the horse and ass,
or the eagle and the owl. Each is a distinct
and separate creation. The negro and the
white man were created as specifically different
as the owl and the eagle. They were designed
to fill different places in the system of nature.
The negro is no more a negro by accident or
misfortune than the owl is the kind ofbird it is
by accident or misfortune. The negro is no

I more the white man's brother than the owl is
the sister of the eagle, or than the ass is thei brother of the horse. How stupendous and !

j how simply, is the doctrine that the Almighty
! Maker of the Universe has created inherent
species of the lower animals, to fill different
places and offices in the grand economy of na-
ture!"

Hn
Pr. Johnson being once asked whether he

was in the habit ofsaying nee-ther or ni-ther,
very laconically replied, "Nay-.her."

Why is love like the letter R ? Because it
makes many a Mary marry.

_ > .

Dialogue on Newspapers.
"How does it happen, neighbor 8., that your

children have made so much greater progress in
their learning, and knowledge ofthe world, thanmine ! They all attend the same school, and, ,
for aught I know, enjoy equal advantages."

"Do you take the newspapers, neighbor A.""No, sir, Ido not take them myself ; but I ,
now and then borrow one, just to read. Pray,
sir, what have newspapers to do with the educa-tion ofchildren?"

"Why, sir, they have avast deal to do with
it, I assure I should as soon think of keep-
ing them away from school, as to withholdfromthem the newspapers, it is a little school of itself.Being new everyweek,it attracts their attention,
and they are sure to peruse it. Thus, whilethey are storing theirminds with useful knowl-
edge, they are at the same time acquiring the
art of reading, &c. I have often been surprised
that a man of understanding should overlookthe importance of a newspaper in a family."

"In truth, neighbor 8., I frequently think Ishould like to take them,but I cannot well afford
the expense."

"Can't afford the expense ? What let meask,
is the value of the five or six dollars a year, incomparison with the pleasure ofa well-conduct-ed newspaper? As poor as I am, I would not
for fifty dollars a year deprive myself of thehappiness I enjoy in reading and hearing my

! children read and talk ->bout what they haveread in the papers. And then the reflectionthat they are growing up intelligent and useful Jmembers ot society. ] Oh, don't mention the
expense!?pay for it in advance ever;- year, and
you will think no more of it.''

"Mark Twain" says that to "see a lovely girlofseventeen, with her saddle on her head, and
her muzzle on behind, and her veil coveringthe end of her nose, come tripping along inherhoopless, red-buttoned dress, like a churn onfire, is enough to set a man wild."

Number LII.

No God.
"No God! No God! The simplest flower

That on the wild is found,
Shrinks as it drinks its cup of dew,

And trembles at the sound:
"No God!"?astonished Echo cries

From out her cavern hoar.
And every wondering bird that flies

Reproves the Atheist's lore.
The solemn forest lifts its head,

The Almighty to proclaim,
Thebrooklet, on it's crystal urn,

Doth leap to grave his name.
How swells the deep and vengeful sea,

Along his billowy track,
The red Vesuvius opes his mouth

To hurl the falsehood back.
The palm tree, with its princely crest,

The cocoa's leafy shade,
The bread-fruit bending to its load,

In yon fair island glade;
The winged seeds that, borne by wind.,

The roving sparrow feed,
The melon on the desert sands,

Confute tho scorner's creed.
"No God!" With indignation light

The fervent Sun is is stirred,And the pale Moon turns paler still,
At such an impious word;

And from their burning thrones, the Stars
Look down with angry eye,

That thus a worm of oust should mock
Eternal Majesty.

\u25a0 _.

There are no dead.
BY SIR B. B. LYTTOST.

There is no deathI The stars go down
To rise upon some fairer shore,

And bright in Heaven's jeweled crown
They shine forevermore.

There is no death ! An angel form
Walks o'er the earth with silent tread ;He bears our best loved things away,And then we call them "dead."

Born into that undying life,
They leave us but tocome again;

With joy we welcome them at rest ?
The same except in pain.

And ever near us, though unseen,
The dear immortal spirits tread ;For all the boundless Universe
Is life?there are no dead.

Moral and Religious.
_»_.

Going to Church.
The Pall Mall Gazetteoffers some suggestive

remarks on the present condition of religious
sentiment in England, in the following which it
declares is "very far from being a sarcastic ac-
count ofthereasons why the gentry go to church
on a Sunday," and in which, it will be seen,
almost every influence except a devout spirit is
recognized;

"The really interesting thing would be to
know, not why working men do not go tochurch,_but why so many gentlemen do go there. If
you could walk into one of the churches in Ty-
burnia some Sunday morning, and impound all
or any considerable part of the well-dressed
malesbetween thirty and sixty to befound there,
and extract from them, by home question**
which must be supposed to be honestly answer-
ed, theirreaj reasonsfor coining to church, some
very curious results wouldbe probably obtained.
A large proportion would no doubt answer that
they came simply from the force of habit?not
a few would be obliged to admit that they did
it to please their wives. This would be con-
siderably qualified in others by an impression
that it was a necessary part of the education of
their children, and almost every one would be
more or less influenced by the consideration of
the general respectability ofthe institutions and
tho propriety of supporting it on the ground of
its respectability and social utility. So strong
is this motive that squires who, when in
London, never by any accident, see the inside
of a church, will constantly go in the most reg-
ular manner, at least to morning service, in the
country, by way, as they say, of setting an ex-
ample. It may not be good or required for
themselves, but they have an impression that
it is good for their inferiors. It must also be
observed that to abstain altogether from going
to church would be rather a marked and singular
thing in a gentleman, and there is nothing onwhich people so much hate to be singular as
matters of that kind. It would be unjust to
represent these motives as the only ones which
take the gentry ofLondon and other great cities
to church, though we have no doubt that if
they were all to cease to operate at once con-
gregations would be strangely thinned. Most
men probably have a sufficient degree of true
religious feeling to like to join periodically in
some form ofreligious worship, and the strength
ofthe Church ofEngiand, regarded as areligious
body, no doubt lies in the fact that its liturgy
is singularly well suited as a whole to the tastesof educated men."

-.« .

Preach Christ.
A young man hadbeen preaching in the pres-

ence of a venerable divine, and after he haddone, he went to the old minister and said:"What do you think ofmy sermon?""A very poor sermon, indeed," said he.
"A poor sermon?" said the young man ; "ittook me a long time to study it.''
"Ay, no doubt of it."
"Why, did you not think my explanation ofthe text a very good one ?"
"O yes," said the old preacher, "very good,indeed."
"Well, then, why do you say it is a poor

sermon? Didn't you thinkthe metaphors were
appropriate, and the arguments conclusive?""Yes, they were very good, as far as that
goes; but still it was a very poor sermon?""Will you tell me why you think it a poor
sermon ?''

"Because," said he, "there was no Christ init."
"Well," said the young man, "Christ was

not in the text: we are not to be preaching
Christ always ; we must preach what is in thetext."

So the old man said:
"Don't you know, young man, that from

every and every village, and every little
hamlet in England, wherever you may be, thereis a road to London?"

"Yes," said the young man.
"Ah!" said the old divine, "and so from

every text in Scripture, there is a road to the
metropolis ofthe Scripture, that is Christ. And,
my dear brother, your business is, when you get
a text, to say, 'Now what is theroad to Christ?'and then preach a sermon, running along theroad towardsthe great meti opolis, Christ. 'And,'
said he, 'I have not yet found a text that hasnot a road to Christ in it, and if I ever find such
a text, I will make one ; I will go over hedgeand ditch but I would get at my Master, forthe sermon cannot do any good unless there is
a savor of Christ in it.' "?Christian Observer.

_\u2666-.

A young lawyer was examining a bankrupt
as to how he had spent his money. There
were two thousand pounds unaccounted for,
when the attorney put on a severe scrutinizing
face, and exclaimed, with much self-complacen-
cy: "Now, sir, I want you to tell this courtand jury how you used those two thousandpounds." The bankrupt put on a serio-comicface, winked at the audience, and exclaimed?'"The lawyers got that!" The judge and au-dience were convulsed with laughter, and thecounselor was glad to let the bankrupt go.

\u25a0»\u25a0

Make lhe heart right, and the man will be
right, the woman wili be right, tbe child willbo right; mate the une.i, women aud (hiidron
right, and the home will be right, make the
homes right, and the town and city will be
right; make tbe towus and cities right, andthe States will be right; m ike the Statesright,and the nation will be right; make the nationsright, and the world will be right.

? ?-. _

Religion.? That is a bad religion whichmakes us bate the religion of other people.?That is a bad spct of Christians which encour-ages its membersto think contemptuously ofall other sects ofChristians.


